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Opinion/Articles/Editorials
Op-Eds/Articles/Editorials
Preventing Transmission
Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
For the first time in four weeks, the total number of Covid-19 cases have exceeded 400 in Pakistan as official records
by the NCOC report 482 new registered cases. With 11 individuals testing positive for the Omicron variant, the total
tally of the new variant has gone up to 79 cases nationally. This regression is worrying as it makes evident the fact
that airport protocols have been lax, precauti..... more >>

The world in a tailspin
Source: Amanat Ali Chaudhry, The News, International , 2022-01-01
The year 2021 saw the world in turmoil, grappling with Covid-19-related challenges, overcoming supply-side
disruptions, and dealing with the critical task of reviving the economies and managing high commodity prices. At a
broader level, the world became more polarised in the preceding year than before. A fierce competition marked the
conduct of major powers as they hastened to blame each other ..... more >>

Technical skills for 2022
Source: Dr Imran Batada, The News, International , 2022-01-03
Today’s world is significantly changing from time to time due to the advancement of technologies. The market has
reflected the kind of community we are living in. We are now entering the robotic world that has impacted the human
workforce. This means most humans will work remotely while robots perform their tasks. The skills gap for demanding
technical skills in companies is growing and h..... more >>

New challenges
Source: Azim M Mian, The News, International , 2022-01-03
A recent movie 'Death to 2021' is a good satire about the significant events and challenges of 2021 – from the
transition of power between Trump and Biden, the attack on Capitol Hill, and the Covid-19 pandemic to the Glasgow
Climate Change Summit. The sudden death of 99-year-old legendary American actress Betty White on the last day
of 2021 was the last bad news of the year. The n..... more >>

Imagine
Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2022-01-02
Just for a few minutes, let us stop whatever we are doing and imagine the world that we hope to see in 2022; the
world that we should see in 2022. This should be a world where people no longer struggle to purchase the small
amount of food that they can afford in the wake of soaring inflation in our country. This inflation must end. People
must be able to put food on their tables and not struggle t..... more >>
What there is and what’s needed
Source: Dr Rafi Amir-Ud-Din, The News, International , 2022-01-02
The turn of the year is a popular time for undertaking introspection, an analysis of what went wrong during the
previous year and a making a commitment for course correction in the next year. It is also a time for big dreams. This
is as true on a personal level as it is on the national level. The year 2021 was eventful; Covid-19 continued to plague
public health and public finances. On the econom..... more >>
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thenews The uncanny is possible
Source: Quddus Mirza, The News, International , 2022-01-02
One wonders at first what binds the 22 artists from the No-Mad exhibition at Full Circle Gallery, Karachi, to one
another. Is it their approach towards image making, similarity in technique, response to tradition, common ground,
linked concepts, shared concerns, or something else? Perhaps it’s just the curator, Shanal Kazi? The way the works
by artists from different backgrounds, locations ..... more >>

Farewell to a year of economic vows
Source: Abdul Rauf Shakoori & Huzaima Bukhari, The News, International , 2022-01-02
The second half of the last year started on a positive note of a full-fledged vaccination campaign. There was optimism
that economic distress resulting from Covid-19 would fade out. However, for Pakistan, 2021 will go down as another
year of financial challenges, worsening social indicators, high inflation, failed commitments, and administrative
failures. Now with the emergence of the Omicron vari..... more >>

Alarming spike in Covid-19 cases
Source: Editorial, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
As a new variant of coronavirus, Omicron, is playing havoc everywhere with some 900,000 cases reported every day
around the world, the Ministry of National Health Services (NHS) has warned of a fifth wave of the pandemic around
the middle of February. That highly contagious variant has already surfaced in Pakistan with 78 cases registered
during the last few weeks of December. Meanwhile, several c..... more >>

The women who conquered Covid
Source: Elf Habib, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
The rapid spread of the Covid-19 pandemic has caused an entirely unprecedented and catastrophic impact around
the world. Human beings, before it, had certainly endured several crippling epidemics and pandemics like the great
plagues, black deaths, many variants of flus, fevers, Ebola and AIDS, that altered the path of their lives and
civilisations. Yet the sprawl, spread and devastation by Covid-1..... more >>

Fifth Wave
Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
It seems as though the fifth wave is imminent after the national positivity rate topped 1 percent and over 79 Omicron
cases were confirmed in Karachi. The government has reacted quickly by imposing a 15-day lockdown in certain
neighborhoods in the metropolitan area, but there is still more to be done. We are currently in a sensitive spot from
which the probability of evading a fifth wave may be hi..... more >>

Preventing Transmission
Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
For the first time in four weeks, the total number of Covid-19 cases have exceeded 400 in Pakistan as official records
by the NCOC report 482 new registered cases. With 11 individuals testing positive for the Omicron variant, the total
tally of the new variant has gone up to 79 cases nationally. This regression is worrying as it makes evident the fact
that airport protocols have been lax, precauti..... more >>

Imagination and courage
Source: Marwan Bishara, The News, International , 2022-01-04
There is much to lament, much to loathe and more to dread in these difficult and uncertain times. And yet, given the
choice between fear and despair, I choose hope – hope for the extraordinary. It is tough to be optimistic about future
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prospects when the pandemic rages on, killing millions and wreaking havoc in the lives and livelihoods of countless
people everywhere; when global warming ..... more >>
China’s global development initiative
Source: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, The News, International , 2022-01-04
President Xi at the 76th session of United Nations General Assembly announced the launch of Global Development
Initiative (GDI). He proposed GDI by realizing the impacts of COVID-19, development needs of less developed
countries and importance of green recovery amid the challenges of environmental degradation and climate change.
President Xi Jinping tagged the goals of GDI with Sustainable Develop..... more >>

Omicron rising
Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2022-01-05
Pakistan has been reporting 600-700 new Covid cases daily in the first week of January. The country’s positivity rate
has also risen to 1.4 percent, sounding alarm bells for health authorities and the public alike. Sindh is leading with
339 cases reported on Jan 3 and Punjab with 185 cases on the same day. Pakistan has seen a gradual uptick in the
coronavirus caseload with its Omicron varian..... more >>

Inclusive policies
Source: Alyna C Smith, The News, International , 2022-01-05
In July 2021, the European Union implemented a Covid-19 vaccination certificate mandate for intra-EU travel.
Subsequently, a growing number of countries across Europe have adopted Covid-19 certificates as passes granting
access to a host of spaces and services. These measures are justified as a tool to boost vaccine uptake, limit the
spread of infection, and ultimately lift restrictions on trav..... more >>

Covid-19: beyond Omicron All the initial data favours a milder disease
Source: Dr Rana Jawad Asghar, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
The US and Europe were already riding their fourth wave of coronavirus even before the identification of the Omicron
variant. Nearly 50% of all new infections of SARS-COV-2 were occurring in these countries. In the last week of
November, the Omicron variant was identified in South Africa and Botswana. In response to this, once again people
with zero experience in epidemic controls imposed travel r..... more >>

Letter from Italy: new year under Covid shadow
Source: Daud Khan, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
As in many other countries, things are not going well in Italy. During the summer, when the incidence of new Covid
cases fell to a few hundred a day, there was a widespread feeling that the pandemic was over; that the strong
vaccination campaign covering 85% of the targeted population had succeeded in building up herd immunity; and that
life could get back to normal. But from mid-Oct, cases start..... more >>
‘Omicron’s in the rear-view mirror’
Source: Shahab Jafry, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
After spooking financial markets and swinging the pendulum from greed to fear once again, the Omicron variant of
the coronavirus crept into Pakistan as well just at the end of last year. Yet even as the National Command and
Operations Centre (NCOC) warned about a serious incoming wave in the country and the variant broke all sorts of
records across the world, including breaching the one million pe..... more >>
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The Omicron threat
Source: Editorial, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
Federal Minister Asad Umar’s warning about the Omicron variant of the coronavirus only confirms what everybody
was beginning to suspect; that another potentially very dangerous wave of the virus has reached Pakistan. The jury
is still out on whether or not this variant is any more dangerous than previous ones, although there’s no doubt that it
spreads much faster, but it has put enough..... more >>

Who can we trust?
Source: Santiago Zabala & Claudio Gallo, The News, International , 2022-01-06
The question that defined 2021 was perhaps the one Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea, famously posed to Jesus
in the Gospel of John: what is truth? Indeed, all the most debated issues of this dire year from vaccines to fake news
were in the end about ‘verity’. Far beyond postmodernity, we appeared to have lost the shared set of values that
constituted the mainframe of our societies i..... more >>
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National News
Balochistan
Jam Kamal reviews preventive steps for coronavirus, locust attack
Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
QUETTA - Balochistan Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan Friday chaired a high-level meeting and reviewed issues
related to preventive measures for coronavirus, locust attack and malaria across the province. The meeting was
attended by various sectors of officials including the Department of Health, Department of Agriculture, and
Balochistan Command and Operations Center where they briefed the..... more >>

Islamabad
Pakistan reaches 70m vaccination target as new infections swell
Source: Javaid-ur-Rahman / Agencies, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
ISLAMABAD - A day after presenting the mini-budget, the government on Friday failed to run proceedings of the
national assembly due to lack of required quorum. The opposition, on the last day of the session, disrupted the
proceedings of the house by taking advantage of thin presence in the house. With the outset of proceedings, the
opposition members opted to point out lack of required strength (8..... more >>

15 of a family tested positive for Omicron
Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-01
ISLAMABAD: Around 34 people have been found infected with Omicron Variant of SARS-CoV-2, including 15
members of a family in Islamabad, health officials in the capital said on Friday and warned that Covid-19 cases would
rise rapidly in the days to come due to highly transmissible variant of the Coronavirus. “As many as 34 people,
including 15 members of a family, have been found infected wit..... more >>

NCOC milestone: 70m people vaccinated against coronavirus
Source: App, The News, International , 2022-01-01
ISLAMABAD: The government on Friday, in collaboration with the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC),
crossed the milestone of vaccinating 70 million eligible people by giving top priority to the health of the masses. The
nerve centre of the country in its fight against the deadly contagious disease, while paying a tribute to the government,
said all the credit for this success went to N..... more >>

Rise of Omicron
Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-02
Omicron cases in Pakistan are now being reported thick and fast. The cases of the new Covid variant now total well
into a couple of hundreds, taking the overall rate of infection past 2% for the first time in so many days. An
overwhelming percentage of the Omicron cases have come through local transmission. Considering that this new
corona variant is more contagious than others, there are fears of..... more >>

Minister fears new wave amid fast-spreading Omicron
Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
ISLAMABAD: With the positivity rate on the rise, Planning Minister Asad Umar has warned that there is clear evidence
of another Covid-19 wave as cases of the new variant, Omicron, are increasing — particularly in Karachi. Separately,
a fresh international survey of 34 countries shows that life for at least 38 per cent of Pakistanis has already returned
to normal, compared to a global averag..... more >>
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Booster shots for over 30s from today
Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
ISLAMABAD: As many as 54 people were found infected with Covid-19 in the federal capital on Sunday as the
positivity rate continued increasing. Moreover, from Monday (today) booster shots are going to start for people aged
over 30 years who have been fully vaccinated at least six months ago. The cases have been increasing since the
emergence of the most transmissible Omicron variant in the city ..... more >>

Clear evidence of new Covid wave, says NCOC chief
Source: App, The News, International , 2022-01-03
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives Asad Umar on Sunday warned against the
a new wave of Covid-19 with new variant omicron in the country. He said there were clear evidence of a beginning
of another Covid wave which had been expected for last few weeks. “Genome sequencing showing rising proportion
of omicron cases particularly in Karachi,” he tweet..... more >>

60 new cases hint at another spike: Highest number of cases in last two months
Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-03
Islamabad: As many as 60 new patients have been tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad
Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district in a day hinting towards another possible spike in the number of cases as it
is the highest number of COVID-19 cases reported from the region in a day in the last two months. It is also worth
mentioning that in the last two days, as many as 1..... more >>

Omicron driven 5th Covid-19 wave spreading at great pace, warns NCOC
Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
ISLAMABAD: TheNationalCommand and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Monday stated that the fifth Covid-19 wave,
driven by the highly contagious new Omicron variant, was spreading across Pakistan at a great pace. The concern
was shared during the forum's meeting held earlier today. The NCOCdiscussed the epidemic curve chart data,
national vaccine strategy and disease prevalence across the country, a..... more >>

Poor following of SOPs on New Year eve: 52 Covid cases reported from twin cities
Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-02
ISLAMABAD: The number of cases being tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 started showing an
upward trend along with number of COVID-19 Omicron variant cases here in the federal capital though poor following
of SOPs to slow down spread of the virus was observed in this region of the country on New Year’s Eve. District
Health Officer Islamabad Dr Muhammad Zaeem Zia issued an a..... more >>

Umar rings alarm bells over Omicron
Source: Ali Hussain, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Asad Umar has warned against a new wave
of Covid-19 amid rising cases of Omicron variant, particularly in Karachi, as 594 new positive cases of coronavirus
were reported across the country with a positivity rate of 1.30 percent on Sunday. The latest warning was issued by
the minister through a tweet following rising positiv..... more >>
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NCOC asks citizens above 30 years to get booster shots
Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Sunday urged the citizens over 30 years to
get booster shots against the Covid-19 to be administered from today (Monday) amid rising threat of Omicron variant
of coronavirus in the country. In a brief statement, the NCOC stated that from January 3 onwards, citizens over 30
years will be eligible for booster dose of their choice. I..... more >>

Number of Omicron variant cases reach 84 in Islamabad
Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
ISLAMABAD: The District Health Officer (DHO), Islamabad cautioned residents of the federal capital against the
rising positivity rate of Covid-19 cases in the city, as the cases of Omicron variant reached to 84 in capital city on
Sunday. In a series of tweets, DHO Zaeem Zia said that as expected weeks before, the positivity rate of Covid-19 is
rising in the federal capital and advised the res..... more >>

Centre warns of another Covid wave
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister and head of National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) Asad Umar has said
that there was a clear evidence now of a beginning of another Covid wave which was being expected for the last few
weeks. He also appealed to the masses to wear masks for their protection against the virus. In a tweet on Sunday,
he said, “Clear evidence now of a beginning of another Co..... more >>

Sino-Pak envoys, academicians vow to boost ties
Source: Inp, Daily Times , 2022-01-01
Bridging the gap between academicians, experts, and diplomats in commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations Between China and Pakistan, a video conference was held at Quanshan
Campus of Jiangsu Normal University to strengthen bilateral ties in all areas, Gwadar Pro reported on Friday. Talking
on the occasion Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moinul Haque said t..... more >>

Govt procures Corona vaccines worth Rs250b: Asad
Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-01
Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiative Asad Umar on Friday said that the federal government has
procured corona vaccines worth Rs250 billion, to make this massive drive possible. On his official Twitter handle,
Asad Umar who is also Chairman National Command and Control Centre (NCOC) said that the vaccine procurement
was 100pc done by the government, which provided free vaccines..... more >>

Over 30 new Covid-19 cases detected in capital
Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
ISLAMABAD: As many as 35 people were diagnosed with Covid-19 in the capital on Monday. The positivity ratio was
recorded at 0.9 per cent. According to the Ministry of National Health Services, 100 people have so far been
diagnosed with the Omicron variant in Islamabad. Officials of the capital administration said 3,603 tests were
conducted during the last 24 hours. Nine of the new cases were re..... more >>

NCOC announces start of 5th Covid-19 wave as country reports 708 fresh cases
Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, on Monday, announced the start of the fifth coronavirus wave as the country recorded 708
Covid-19 cases, the highest number of cases in a single day since October 30th. According to the National Command
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and Operation Centre (NCOC), countrywide, a total 45,643 diagnostic tests were conducted in the past 24 hours, of
which 708 returned positive, reflecting a positivity rati..... more >>

COVID-19 hits population the worst in 2021
Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-04
Islamabad: Coronavirus illness, COVID-19 outbreak hit population in this region of the country the worst in the last
year as out of a total of 145,195 cases reported from Islamabad Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district till December
31 last year, as many as 95,471 were registered in the year 2021 along with 1,226 deaths in a year out of a total of
2,191 deaths reported from the region so far. ..... more >>

Surging Omicron forces Delhi to impose weekend curfew
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-05
NEW DELHI: India’s capital New Delhi will lock down over the weekend as authorities grapple with a fresh surge in
coronavirus cases, partly fuelled by the fast-spreading Omicron variant. The country was battered by a devastating
Covid outbreak last year that overwhelmed hospitals and crematoriums, but daily case numbers had since then
stayed reasonably low until last week. Delhi’s ..... more >>

85 more test positive for corona
Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-05
Islamabad : The number of patients being tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital
Territory and Rawalpindi district has started showing a significant increase in the last four days with reporting of
another 240 cases while in the last 24 hours, as many as 85 new patients have been tested positive for the illness
from the twin cities that is the highest number of cas..... more >>

Covid jab must for all inbound passengers
Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-05
The Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA) Tuesday made the anti-coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination mandatory
for all passengers of inbound flights from January 5, abolishing lists of category B&C countries. “It will be effective
from January 5, 2022 0001hours,” the authority said in a notification on its Twitter handle on Tuesday. As per the
pre-departure guidelines for inboun..... more >>

Two die, 630 more test positive for coronavirus
Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-05
The national tally on Tuesday of total active COVID-19 cases was recorded 11,565 with 630 more people tested
positive for the deadly virus while two more people died from the disease during the last 24 hours. During the last 24
hours, two people lost their lives due to COVID-19. Both corona patients died in the hospital during past 24 hours
and neither was on ventilator, according to the latest u..... more >>

Omicron spreading at rapid pace, warns NCOC chief
Source: News Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
ISLAMABAD: National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) chiefAsad Umar urged people on Wednesday to
get vaccinated againstcoronavirus, saying the Omicron variant was spreading at a rapid pace inPakistan, especially
Karachi and Lahore. Addressing a press conference, flanked by PM’s health aide Dr Faisal Sultan, the planning
minister said people should take precautions in the wake of its spr..... more >>

Vol. 3, No. 1-2 Issue 1-7 January 2022

Page 11 of 29

COVID _19: E-Newsletter
Swelling import bill; Covid-19 vaccine purchase identified as primary reason
Source: Zaheer Abbasi / Nuzhat Nazar , Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhary has stated that the primary reason behind
increase in import bill was that the country imported US$2 billion vaccine for coronavirus, adding that inflation is
showing declining trend in the country. While briefing the media along with Minister of State for Information Farrukh
Habib after the cabinet meeting presided over by ..... more >>

44,198 tests conducted; Country reports 630 fresh Covid-19 positive cases: NCOC
Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, Tuesday, detected 630 more Covid-19 positive cases by performing 44,198 coronavirus tests
nationwide with a positivity ratio of 1.42 percent, the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) said.
According to the NCOC, in the past 24 hours, out of 44,198 nationwide coronavirus tests, 19,485 were carried out in
the Punjab, 10,632 in Sindh, 8,879 in the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa ..... more >>

Alarm as positivity rate doubles in a week
Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
ISLAMABAD: With the national positivity rate climbing to 1.8 per cent, Pakistan on Wednesday reported the highest
number of Covid-19 cases since Oct 14. Warning of the possibility that the public health system may come under
considerable stress, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Health Dr Faisal Sultan said that provinces
had been advised to make arrangements such as ensuring the ..... more >>
Capital’s residents astounded by closure of F-9 Park vaccination centre
Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
ISLAMABAD: The news of the closure of the main Covid-19 vaccination centre in F-9 Park came as a shock for
citizens of the federal capital on Wednesday as they had not been intimated beforehand about the decision. On the
other hand, with the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) formally announcing that the Omicronaffected fifth wave of coronavirus is spreading, Islamabad and Rawalpindi d..... more >>

Mass vaccination centre at F-9 Park closed
Source: Shabbir Hussain, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
ISLAMABAD: As the fifth wave of Covid-19 quickly engulfs Islamabad, the Ministry of Health has made the abrupt
decision to close the mass vaccination centre at F-9 Park. The closure of the centre has raised concerns among the
city’s residents. In the last 24 hours, 23 cases of the omicron variant emerged, while a total 57 cases of coronavirus
were reported in the capital. The federal gove..... more >>

Spread of Omicron virus imminent in country: govt
Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-06
Minister for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives Asad Umar Wednesday said that like in other parts of the
world, the new variant of Covid-19 named Omicron was also spreading rapidly in Pakistan and feared that the virus
would spread even more quickly in days to come. The minister said vaccination and following Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) were the only way out to avoid spread o..... more >>

COVID-19 claims one more life, infects 556 others
Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-06
As many as one more patient of Coronavirus died overnight lifting the death toll to 7,676 and 556 new cases emerged
when 12,729 tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in a statement
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issued here on Wednesday. He added that one more patient of COVID-19 lost his life lifting the death toll to 7,676
that constituted 1.6 percent death rate. Shah said that..... more >>
People urged to get vaccination; Govt concerned at Omicron variant’s advance
Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
ISLAMABAD: The government, Wednesday, while urging the people to get fully vaccinated against the Covid-19 in
a bid to reduce the risk of the spread of Omicron variant of coronavirus, has warned that the variant is spreading
more rapidly than other variants. Addressing a press conference along with Special Assistant to the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on the Ministry of National Health, National Com..... more >>
People urged to get vaccination; Govt concerned at Omicron variant’s advance
Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
ISLAMABAD: The government, Wednesday, while urging the people to get fully vaccinated against the Covid-19 in
a bid to reduce the risk of the spread of Omicron variant of coronavirus, has warned that the variant is spreading
more rapidly than other variants. Addressing a press conference along with Special Assistant to the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on the Ministry of National Health, National Com..... more >>
People urged to get vaccination; Govt concerned at Omicron variant’s advance
Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
ISLAMABAD: The government, Wednesday, while urging the people to get fully vaccinated against the Covid-19 in
a bid to reduce the risk of the spread of Omicron variant of coronavirus, has warned that the variant is spreading
more rapidly than other variants. Addressing a press conference along with Special Assistant to the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on the Ministry of National Health, National Com..... more >>
Asad warns spread of Omicron ‘imminent’
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives Asad Umar Wednesday warned
that that like other parts of the world, the new variant of COVID-19 named Omicron was also spreading rapidly in
Pakistan and feared that the virus would spread even more quickly in days to come. He said the vaccination and
following Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) were the only way o..... more >>
Twin cities’ positivity rate more than doubles in just four days
Source: Aamir Yasin, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
ISLAMABAD: The positivity rate of the twin cities has more than doubled in the last four days as fresh cases of the
new Covid-19 variant continue to spread, and the administrations of both cities are considering smart lockdowns to
curb the transmission of the virus. According to the Islamabad District Health Officer (DHO) Zaeem Zia – where 36
more people tested positive for the variant in t..... more >>

Ministers urge vaccination, masks as Omicron cases rise
Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2022-01-06
ISLAMABAD: Federal ministers on Wednesday urged Pakistanis to get vaccinated and revisit mask-wearing, as the
cases of the new coronavirus variant, Omicron, have started spreading rapidly in the country. Major cities have started
reporting hundreds of cases of the new variant, which was first detected in the country on December 13 in Karachi.
Lahore has a total of 170 Omicron cases and Islamaba..... more >>
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79 test positive for corona
Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2022-01-06
Islamabad : The number of patients being tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital
Territory and Rawalpindi district has started registering a sharp increase as in the last 24 hours, another 79 patients
have been tested positive for the infection from the twin cities though the virus claimed no life from the region.
Alarming is the fact that the number of COVID-19..... more >>

1085 new cases; Covid-19 positivity rate exceeds 2pc
Source: Abdul Rasheed Azad, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is witnessing a surge in coronavirus cases as the country, on Thursday, reported 1,085 new
Covid-19 infections, which is the highest number since October 14, 2021. Official data released by the National
Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) revealed Pakistan’s Covid-19 positivity ratio also exceeded two percent in
a single day for the first time since October 14 last y..... more >>

Robust vaccination process required amid Omicron threat: Abrarul Haq
Source: Press Release, Daily Times , 2022-01-07
Omicron severity can be fought only with accelerated vaccination process and by taking precautions robustly, says
AbrarulHaq, Chairman Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS). In a statement to media, Abrarul Haq said Omicron
variant has reminded us that the pandemic is far from over, it is therefore essential that people get the vaccine
immediately and revisit mask-wearing. “I urge every indi..... more >>

Omicron can be handled only with vaccination: PRCS chief
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
ISLAMABAD - Omicron severity can be fought only with accelerated vaccination process and by taking precautions
robustly, says Abrar-ul-Haq, Chairman Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS). In a statement to media, Abrar-ulHaq said that Omicron variant has reminded us that the pandemic is far from over, it is therefore essential that people
get the vaccine immediately and revisit mask-wearing. &l..... more >>

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Bajaur DC asks depts not to serve unvaccinated people
Source: The Newspaper's Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
BAJAUR: Deputy commissioner Iftikhar Alam on Friday directed the departments not to serve people, who are
reluctant to get vaccinated against Covid-19. He issued the directives while speaking at a meeting held here to review
the progress on the vaccination drive in Bajaur district. The meeting was informed that a majority of people,
particularly of rural areas, was reluctant to be vaccinated. T..... more >>

Acceleration of Covid vaccination ordered
Source: APP, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
PESHAWAR: Authorities have decided to accelerate the Covid-19 vaccination process further in the Peshawar
Division in order to achieve the vaccination targets. A meeting was held under the chairmanship of Commissioner
Peshawar Division Riaz Khan Mehsud to expedite Covid-19 vaccination campaign and achieve the targets as per
the directives of the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC). Dist..... more >>
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Low Covid vaccination rate worries local physicians in KP
Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
PESHAWAR: The local physicians are concerned over low vaccination against Covid-19 and have called for
escalating immunisation as well as booster dose to save people from the virus, especially Omicron, which is likely to
spread in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in near future. “Omicron variant of coronavirus is going to cause a surge in the number
of Covid-19 cases in our country including Khyber Pakht..... more >>

First five cases of Omicron variant detected in KP
Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
PESHAWAR: Five cases of Omicron variant were detected for the first time in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as three more
passed away in the province due to Covid-19 on Wednesday. “The patients have no travel history, meaning that the
Omicron transmission is of local nature and may infect more people in the communities,” said officials. Health Minister
Taimur Salim Jhagra said that public health ..... more >>

Orakzai tops Covid-19 vaccination chart
Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
PESHAWAR: In the far-flung districts category in the country, Orakazai tribal district of Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
has performed well as far as the Covid-19 vaccination is concerned. An official told The Express Tribune that a letter
of appreciation has been issued to Orakzai district for its best performance on country level. “A decision has been
made to give performance award to the Ora..... more >>

Punjab
Punjab reports 155 new Covid-19 cases
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
LAHORE - Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) Secretary Imran Sikandar Baloch Friday
said that during the last 24 hours, 155 new cases of coronavirus were reported across the province. In a press
statement here, he explained that 132 positive cases were reported in Lahore, 10 in Rawalpindi, five in Multan, two
in Faisalabad, and one each in Bahawalpur, Dera Ghazi Kha..... more >>

49 Omicron cases reported in Punjab
Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
LAHORE: Punjab has reported first time 49 confirmed cases of Omicron variant of the coronavirus, with majority of
them from Lahore. An official said 48 confirmed cases of the new variant were reported from Lahore while only one
from Bahawalpur. He said the first patient of the new variant was tested positive from posh area of Gulberg. The 23year-old patient of Omicron had a travel history from ..... more >>
90.6pc people satisfied with govt’s door-to-door vaccine drive
Source: Sheharyar Rizwan, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
LAHORE: As per a third-party validation of the Punjab government’s ‘Reach Every Door’ campaign to boost Covid19 vaccination, 54 per cent of the respondents received their jabs from community outreach kit stations (door-to-door
campaign and community campaign) out of whom 90.6pc were satisfied with the overall campaign. The highest
satisfaction of 97.2pc was reported from Dera Gh..... more >>
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Third quarantine centre on the cards
Source: Jamil Mirza, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-02
RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi District Health Authority continues to remain vigilant in its attempts to monitor and
prevent the spread of the Omicron variant of coronavirus by deploying relevant inspection teams at the Islamabad
International Airport and contemplating the establishment of a third quarantine centre in the city. Bolstered by the
‘Good District’ status granted to the regio..... more >>

172 new corona cases reported in Punjab
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
LAHORE - Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) Secretary Imran Sikandar Baloch
Sunday said that during the last 24 hours, 172 new cases of coronavirus were reported from across the province. In
a press statement, he explained that 148 positive cases were reported in Lahore, nine in Rawalpindi, three in
Bahawalpur, two each in Faisalabad and Okara, one each in Multan, Sialk..... more >>

Omicron cases increasing in Lahore
Source: Asif Chaudhry, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
LAHORE: Covid-19’s new variant Omicron is spreading gradually in Punjab, particularly in Lahore, as the number of
positive cases rose to 125 after 36 more more contracted the virus on Monday. Most of the cases have been reported
from Lahore where the infection ratio has touched 3.8 — a wake-up call for the health authorities to take emergent
measures for the enforcement of preventive ..... more >>

117 Omicron cases reported in Punjab so far
Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
LAHORE: Health professionals have expressed concern after 33 fresh cases of Omicron variant surfaced in Lahore
during the last 24 hours. Omicron variant has been rapidly transmitting all over Punjab, as the number of total cases
reported so far reached 117. The rising Omicron positivity cases have put the health authorities on alert. According
to reports, 36 more cases of the Covid-19 va..... more >>

217 new coronavirus cases reported in Punjab
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
LAHORE - Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) Secretary Imran Sikandar Baloch on
Monday said that during the last 24 hours, 217 new cases of coronavirus were reported from across the province. In
a press statement, he explained that 188 positive cases were reported in Lahore, 13 in Rawalpindi, five in Sialkot,
three in Multan, two each in Faisalabad and Okara, and one eac..... more >>

Punjab health minister tests positive for Covid
Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2022-01-05
LAHORE: Punjab Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid has been tested positive for Covod-19. The spokesman of the
Health Department confirming the viral infection, on Tuesday said that she was taking necessary precautions and
has placed herself under home quarantine. ..... more >>

Punjab health minister contracts Covid
Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
LAHORE: Punjab Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid quarantined herself at home after testing positive for Covid-19
on Tuesday. Health department spokesman Syed Hammad Raza Bukhari confirms that the Covid-19 test of Ms
Rashid is positive. He says she is taking necessary precautions and has placed herself under home quarantine.
Meanwhile, 185 people tested positive and one lost his life due to coron..... more >>
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Islamabad, Pindi see rise in Covid cases
Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
ISLAMABAD: An increase was seen in the number of Covid-19 cases in Islamabad and Rawalpindi districts on
Tuesday as 85 more people were diagnosed with the disease. Positivity ratio in Islamabad district rose to 1.6pc from
0.9pc recorded on Monday. Of the new patients, four were diagnosed with the Omicron variant. District Health Officer
(Rawalpindi) Dr Ehsan Ghani told Dawn that all four patient..... more >>

Omicron stalks provincial capital
Source: Adnan Lodhi, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
LAHORE: Covid-19 is once again spreading at an alarming rate inPunjabwith the number of patients steadily
increasing over the past four days. Punjab health department planning to review measures for countering the new
wave of coronavirus. The most alarming aspect of the new wave of the pandemic is an increase in the number of
patients of the Omicron variant of the virus. At least 70 patients o..... more >>

Number of Omicron cases rising in Punjab
Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
LAHORE: Covid-19’s new variant Omicron is spreading gradually in Punjab, particularly in Lahore, as the number of
positive cases rose to 145 after 28 more contracted the virus on Tuesday. Most of the cases have been reported
from Lahore where the infection ratio has touched 3.8, which is a wake-up call for the health authorities to take
emergent measures for the enforcement of preventiv..... more >>

Covid-19 vaccination camps set up at Shiri Karishna Temple, Gurdwara Dera Sahib
Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
LAHORE - Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) on Tuesday set up vaccination camps in Shiri
Karishna Temple and Gurdwara Dera Sahib in Lahore. According to a spokesperson for P&SHD here, these
vaccination camps are providing vaccination for Covid-19 to all visitors in the temple and the gurdwara. The P&SHD
secretary said that the department was doing its best to facilitat..... more >>

Covid-19 vaccination camps set up at Shiri Karishna Temple, Gurdwara Dera Sahib
Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
LAHORE - Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) on Tuesday set up vaccination camps in Shiri
Karishna Temple and Gurdwara Dera Sahib in Lahore. According to a spokesperson for P&SHD here, these
vaccination camps are providing vaccination for Covid-19 to all visitors in the temple and the gurdwara. The P&SHD
secretary said that the department was doing its best to facilitat..... more >>

Punjab reports 185 new coronavirus cases
Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
LAHORE - Punjab Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (P&SHD) Secretary Imran Sikandar Baloch
Tuesday said that during the last 24 hours, 185 new cases of coronavirus were reported across the province. In a
press statement issued here, he explained that 161 positive cases were reported in Lahore, seven in Rawalpindi,
eight in Sialkot and three in Gujranwala. The secretary said: “..... more >>
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4 persons diagnosed with Omicron variant in Rawalpindi
Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
Rawalpindi-Four persons including two women have been diagnosed with Omicron variant in Rawalpindi. According
to District Health Officer (DHO), Rawalpindi, Dr Ahsan Ghani, the affected patients were in home isolation and all of
them were in satisfactory medical condition. He said Omicron tests of 76 persons who came in contact with them had
also been performed. One of the affected persons, r..... more >>

No vaccination, no Sim
Source: A Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
TOBA TEK SINGH: Mobile phone Sims of non-vaccinated people will be blocked in district Faisalabad after one week
and in this regard, recommendations would be forwarded to the Pakistan Telecommunications Authority. This was
said by Faisalabad Commissioner Zahid Hussain at a meeting to review the implementation of coronavirus
vaccination in the Faisalabad district on Wednesday. The commissioner dec..... more >>

310 more infected with Covid
Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
LAHORE: As many as 310 people tested positive for Covid-19 during the last 24 hours in the province on Wednesday.
One of the patients from Rawalpindi lost his life. During the last 24 hours, 241 people contracted the virus in Lahore,
39 in Rawalpindi, six in Faisalabad, five in Multan, four in Sialkot, three each in Gujranwala and Sargodha. The
positivity ratio in the province stood at two per ..... more >>

20 more cases of Omicron reported in Lahore Share:
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
LAHORE - As many as 20 more cases of Omicron virus were reported in the Provincial Capital on Wednesday which
brought the number of Omicron patients to 170. According to the Health department sources, 241 new cases of
coronavirus were reported during the last 24 hours in the city, however no death was reported from the deadly virus.
The authorities recorded 4 percent ratio of coronavirus patients ..... more >>

Health minister tests positive for covid-19
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
LAHORE - Punjab Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid has been tested positive for covid-19. She is having minor
symptoms of the disease and has gone into self-isolation. Also, Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has
telephonically inquired after the health of provincial minister and prayed for her early recovery. Dr Yasmin Rashid
thanked the CM and told him that she was feeling better now. ..... more >>

23 more persons tested corona positive in Rawalpindi
Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
Rawalpindi-As many as 23 more patients were tested positive of coronavirus during the last 24 hours in the district,
with nine belonging to the Potohar Town, seven from Rawalpindi Cantonment, three from Gujar Khan, two from Taxila
and one of each case has arrived from Chakwal and Rawal town. According to the daily situation report issued by
the District Corona Management Centre on Wednesday, 25..... more >>

4 more test positive for COVID-19 in Faisalabad
Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
FAISALABAD - Four people were tested positive for COVID-19 in the district during the last 24 hours. According to
the Health Department spokesperson, 940 coronavirus tests were conducted in public and private sector labs during
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the same period. He said that total active cases in Faisalabad were 58 while 25,953 patients had so far recovered
from the disease. He said that 200 beds were allocated at ..... more >>

Sindh
Omicron feared to loom within mosques
Source: Aamir Khan, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
KARACHI: As Omicron cases begin to pile and the city gambles with its fifth coronavirus wave, Karachi’s mosques
continue to remain a potential hotspot for the next viral spread. Owing to abandonment of state-prescribed
precautionary measures including social distancing and use of facemasks, in addition to lack of screening for
vaccinated and unvaccinated persons, experts fear that uncontrol..... more >>
15-day smart lockdown imposed in block 7 of Karachi’s Gulshan-e-Iqbal
Source: Hafeez Tunio, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
KARACHI: The local government imposed a 15-day micro-smart lockdown inKarachi's District East on Saturday after
the emergence of at least 12 cases of Omicron variant in the area. According to a notification issued by the deputy
commissioner’s office, the lockdown was imposed in Gulshan-e-Iqbal's Block 7 area and other hotspots on the report
of the district health officers. "I..... more >>

Karachi reports 11 more Omicron variant cases
Source: INP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-01
KARACHI: Karachi on Friday confirmed 11 more cases of the Omicron variant of the coronavirus. Sources relayed
that 11 members of a single family were found to be infected with the new strain. The affected people, residents of
the city’s District East, include eight women and three men whose ages range from 26 to 77. The number of confirmed
cases of the Omicron variant in the metrop..... more >>

Strict enforcement of SOPs recommended: Omicron spreading like wildfire in Karachi, say experts
Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-03
KARACHI: An exponential increase in Covid-19 cases is being witnessed in Sindh, especially Karachi, where 321
people were found infected with SARS-CoV-2 or coronavirus, indicating the start of the fifth wave of the pandemic
from the port city. However, no death was observed during the last 24 hours in the province, federal health officials
said on Sunday. “As many as 403 new cases of Covi..... more >>

Sindh reports 403 new Covid-19 cases
Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
KARACHI: No casualties were reported due to the coronavirus in the last 24 hours and 403 new cases emerged
when 14,555 tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in a statement
issued here on Sunday. He added that no more patients of Covid-19 lost their lives lifting the death toll to 7,673 that
constituted 1.6 percent death rate. Syed Murad Al..... more >>
15-day ‘smart lockdown’ imposed in different areas of Karachi’s District East
Source: INP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-02
KARACHI: The local government imposed a 15-day micro-smart lockdown in Karachi’s District East on Saturday
after the emergence of at least 12 cases of Omicron variant in the area. According to a notification issued by the
deputy commissioner’s office, the lockdown was imposed in Gulshan-e-Iqbal’s Block 7 area and other hotspots on
the report of the district health officers. ..... more >>
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31 people lose battle against Covid-19 in a day: Murad
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
ARACHI - As many as 31 patients of coronavirus died in Sindh during the last 24 hours which are the highest single
day fatality figures since March 19 when first death was reported, while 804 new cases emerged during the period
under review, taking the tally to 26,113. This was disclosed by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in a
statement issued here on Friday from CM’s H..... more >>

Omicron accounts for 50% cases detected in Sindh
Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
KARACHI: The Sindh Task Force on Coronavirus on Monday confirmed that the fifth wave of novel-coronavirus
disease (Covid-19) has reached Karachi with predominant Omicron variant of the viral disease. The Sindh
government, to ascertain prevalence of Omicron in the province conducted 351 tests of which 175 were detected as
Omicron which constitutes 50 per cent of the tests beside delta and other v..... more >>

Omicron accounts for 50% cases detected in Sindh
Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
KARACHI: The Sindh Task Force on Coronavirus on Monday confirmed that the fifth wave of novel-coronavirus
disease (Covid-19) has reached Karachi with predominant Omicron variant of the viral disease. The Sindh
government, to ascertain prevalence of Omicron in the province conducted 351 tests of which 175 were detected as
Omicron which constitutes 50 per cent of the tests beside delta and other v..... more >>

Sindh reports 175 Omicron variant cases
Source: APP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-04
KARACHI: The Sindh government, just to ascertain prevalence of Omicron in the province, conducted 351 tests of
which 175 were detected as Omicron, which constitutes 50 percent of the tests besides delta and other variants. This
was told in a meeting held under the chairmanship of Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah here at CM House
on Monday. The meeting was attended by Minister Hea..... more >>

Arrangements for Covid-19 vaccination, anti-polio drive reviewed
Source: Recorder Report, Bretton Woods Observer, London , 2022-01-04
HYDERABAD: Divisional Commissioner Hyderabad Muhammad Abbas Baloch has said that people thought that
they got rid of coronavirus but on the contrary a new variant of Coronavirus Omicron was more dangerous and spread
faster than previous types of Coronavirus and if SOPs were not followed it could spread faster. This he said while
presiding over a meeting to review arrangements for Coronavirus ..... more >>

50 percent of corona cases in Sindh of Omicron variant
Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-04
KARACHI: Prevalence of Omicron variant has reached upto 50 percent in Sindh, especially in Karachi where 351
samples of Covid-19 positive cases were analyzed, of which 175 people were found to be infected with the Omicron
variant, the Sindh government said on Monday. At a high-level meeting to discuss the Covid-19 situation in the
province, the Sindh Health department told Chief Minister Syed M..... more >>
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Omicron variant:Hospitalisation will go up in 1-2 weeks, warns Dr. Faisal
Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2022-01-05
KARACHI: Urging people not to take the Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV-2 ‘lightly’, Special Assistant to Prime
Minister (SAPM) on health Dr. Faisal Sultan on Tuesday said there will be some increase in hospitalization of patients
in the next one to two weeks and urged people to wear masks, avoid crowds and get vaccinated at the earliest. “It’s
still a bit early to draw con..... more >>

Tougher measures on the cards to tackle rising number of Covid cases in Karachi
Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
KARACHI: As the city of Karachi is leading the surge in Covid-19 cases, including the new Omicron variant, health
officials hinted at taking strict measures including bringing more localities under smart lockdowns to curb the spread
of the virus, it emerged on Tuesday. In the last 24 hours, out of total 464 new Covid-19 cases reported in Sindh 339
have been detected in Karachi alone. The situati..... more >>

Pandemic left children hooked to the screens
Source: Aamir Khan, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-05
KARACHI: The shift from the physical realm to the digital realm during the Covid-19 pandemic, is feared to have
turned the generation known as digital natives, into one entirely consumed by screens. From online school to zoom
weddings, birthday parties and get-togethers, the emerging all-online culture is blamed for leaving playgrounds
deserted and youngsters devoid of physical activity. Health ..... more >>

Karachi sees steady rise in coronavirus cases
Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
KARACHI: The coronavirus situation gets worrisome with each passing day as the government reported more than
400 positive cases on Wednesday in the city that had 339 new infections a day earlier. The latest development also
included detection of 23 cases of the Omicron variant in a single day at the Dow University of Health Sciences
(DUHS). The majority of affected individuals are from district E..... more >>

Stocks stay range-bound amid Omicron concerns
Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
KARACHI: The Pakistan Stock Exchange witnessed on Wednesday a range-bound session owing to investors’
concerns about the spread of the new variant of Covid-19, according to Topline Securities. The rising number of
Omicron cases may lead to lockdowns and scaled-back economic activity going forward. It is spreading at a high
pace in Karachi as 339 of the total 464 new cases in Sindh during th..... more >>

Stocks stay range-bound amid Omicron concerns
Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
KARACHI: The Pakistan Stock Exchange witnessed on Wednesday a range-bound session owing to investors’
concerns about the spread of the new variant of Covid-19, according to Topline Securities. The rising number of
Omicron cases may lead to lockdowns and scaled-back economic activity going forward. It is spreading at a high
pace in Karachi as 339 of the total 464 new cases in Sindh during th..... more >>

Covid-19 claims one more life, 556 new cases emerge
Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
KARACHI: As many as one more patient of Corona virus died overnight lifting the death toll to 7,676 and 556 new
cases emerged when 12,729 tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in
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a statement issued here on Wednesday. He added that one more patient of COVID-19 lost his life lifting the death
toll to 7,676 that constituted 1.6 percent death rate. ..... more >>

COVID-19 claims one more patient, infects 556 others
Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-06
KARACHI - As many as one more patient of Coronavirus died overnight lifting the death toll to 7,676 and 556 new
cases emerged when 12,729 tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh CM Murad Ali Shah in a statement on
Wednesday. He added that one more patient of COVID-19 lost his life lifting the death toll to 7,676 that constituted
1.6 percent death rate. Murad Ali Shah said 12,729 samples ..... more >>

Sindh health minister says lockdown can be imposed after assessing surge in Omicron cases
Source: Our Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
KARACHI: Nisf Sadi Ka Qissa Hai, the autobiography of Shamim Alam, a former executive director of the Arts Council
of Pakistan, was launched at a programme held at the Arts Council on Wednesday. Dr Alia Imam, Saif-ur-Rehman,
Shahnaz Ahad, Agha Masood, Shahida Khurshid Kanwal and others expressed their views at the launching
ceremony. Speaking at the ceremony, Mr Alam explained that he had includ..... more >>

Sindh plans door-to-door vaccination amid rising number of Covid cases
Source: Imran Ayub, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
KARACHI: Amid growing number of coronavirus cases emerging in Karachi, pushing up the infection rate to above
9pc within a week, the Sindh government has in a major move decided to boost up its vaccination campaign across
the province with the help of lady health workers (LHWs), who would inoculate people in a door-to-door visits — the
first drive of its kind in the country —, official..... more >>

Stocks end flat as Omicron fears grip market
Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2022-01-06
Stocks were largely flat on Wednesday as buoyant sentiment owed to stronger economic data was countered by a
government warning that the Omicron variant was spreading at a fast rate in the country, dealers said. “It was a range
bound day at Pakistan equities where the day started on a negative note on the backdrop of rising Omicron cases
(new variant) in the country,” Topline Resear..... more >>

Karachi's Covid-19 positivity rate tops 10pc as Omicron drives surge
Source: Qazi Hassan , Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
As the fifth wave of the coronavirus intensifies in Pakistan, the positivity rate in the country's financial capital Karachi
has doubled in one week to cross 10 per cent, it emerged on Friday. Data from the Sindh health department showed
that the positivity rate in Karachi was 4.74pc on December 31, 2021, when 160 people in the metropolis tested
positive for the virus. In contrast, 650 people..... more >>

Sindh Omicron cases reach 307 after 30 new infections surface Sindh CM urges people to comply with
SOPs to prevent Covid's spread
Source: Hafeez Tunio, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
KARACHI: The number of Omicron cases inSindhhas reached 307 after 30 more people tested positive for the highlycontagious variant of coronavirus between January 3 and January 5, said Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah on
Friday. In a statement, the Sindh CM said that out of 37 samples taken, at least 30 individuals tested positive for
Omicron -81 per cent of the total tests. Along with 630 new..... more >>
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Health minister rules out total lockdown in Sindh
Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
HYDERABAD: Trashing rumors of a lockdown amid the fifth wave of Covid pandemic with the rise in Omicron cases,
the Sindh Health Minister Azra Fazal Pechuho, said the provincial government will opt for smart lockdowns only.
Higher percentage of vaccinated people have made the population more resilient towards the virus, she said pointing
out that over 80 per cent of schoolchildren have been admin..... more >>

Number of Omicron variant cases has begun to increase: CM
Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah Thursday said that apart from Covid-19 cases, the infection
rate of Omicron variant has started increasing in the province, particularly in the city for which citizens would have to
follow SOPs, otherwise it would turn alarming. In a statement issued here from CM House, Shah said that between
December 28, 2021 to January 2, 2022, 133 tests ..... more >>
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International News
Countries News
Covid reaches Antarctica
Source: News Report, The News, International , 2022-01-03
LONDON: A research station in Antarctica is battling a coronavirus outbreak, with at least 16 of the 25 workers testing
positive for the virus. Princess Elisabeth Polar Station, a Belgian facility, implemented strict rules to avoid Covid-19
infections, Le Soir reported. According to the magazine, the first positive case was identified on 14 December among
members of a team who had arrived at t..... more >>

Daily Covid cases in Saudi Arabia, UAE continue to climb
Source: News Report, The News, International , 2022-01-03
JEDDAH: Daily coronavirus cases in Saudi Arabia have climbed above 1,000 for the first time since August, while
daily infections in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) haven crossed the 2,500-level, a British wire service reported on
Sunday. Authorities in the two Gulf Arab states did not break down the cases by Covid-19 variant. Both countries
confirmed their first known case of the Omicron variant..... more >>

Omicron symptoms are like those of common cold: experts
Source: News Report, The News, International , 2022-01-03
NEW YORK: Omicron variant symptoms appear to be different than the previous Covid-19 symptoms felt from earlier
strains, according to experts. Cara Gluck, the chief of clinical services at the Oklahoma City-County Health
Department, has told a media outlet that recently that the omicron variant symptoms are often less severe than the
symptoms felt from the delta variant, which makes it hard for..... more >>

BD reports highest Covid-19 infection rate in nearly 3 months
Source: Xinhua, The News, International , 2022-01-03
DHAKA: Bangladesh's Covid-19 positivity rate, or the percentage of people who test positive for the virus, increased
to 2.91 percent on Sunday, the highest in nearly three months, according to the country's Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS). The country reported 557 new Covid-19 cases and one death on Sunday, taking the total
tally to 15,86,466 and the death toll to 28,077. ..... more >>
UK says curbs are ‘last resort’; Xi’an cases ease; French government to ease Covid rules
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-03
Paris: France announced an easing of Covid restrictions from Monday and Britain’s health minister said curbs were
an "absolute last resort", as governments face tough choices between controlling the virus and keeping economies
open. Coronavirus cases have surged globally in recent weeks, fuelled by the emergence of the highly transmissible
Omicron variant, and the pandemic dampe..... more >>

England reports record rise in Covid cases
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-02
LONDON: England has broken its record for confirmed new Covid infections, after 162,572 were reported on
Saturday. The previous highest total was set on Friday, the final day of 2021, when 160,276 were registered.It’s the
fifth day in a row on which confirmed infections have risen in England. The NHS Confederation’s chief executive,
Matthew Taylor, agreed with the health secretary ..... more >>
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Pakistan joins UNGA president's push for vaccine equity
Source: Agencies, The Nation, Islamabad , 2022-01-03
UNITED NATIONS - Pakistan's UN Ambassador Munir Akram was among the first diplomats to join a vaccine equity
campaign initiated by General Assembly President Abdulla Shahid at the start of the New Year. "The only hope for a
sustainable and swift recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic is to ensure equitable access to vaccines for everyone,
everywhere," the 193-member Assembly presid..... more >>

World starts 26-hour-long New Year celebrations amid Omicron fears
Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2022-01-01
The world has started 26-hour long New Year celebrations in 38 time zones amid Omicron fears which started from
New Zealand and will culminate in Baker Island, north of the equator in the central Pacific Ocean. The fireworks show
over Sydney harbor usually symbolizes the start of global New Year festivities for most Brits. However, it may come
as a surprise that Australia is not the first country..... more >>

Omicron more infectious than Delta: study
Source: News Report, The News, International , 2022-01-04
COPENHAGEN: The Omicron Covid-19 variant is better at circumventing vaccinated peoples’ immunity than the
Delta variant, according to a Danish study published last week, helping explain why Omicron is spreading more
rapidly. Since the discovery of the heavily mutated Omicron variant in November, scientists have been racing to find
out whether it causes less serious disease and why it appe..... more >>
France moves towards vaccine pass to fight Omicron’s tidal wave; India begins vaccinating teens; Covid
cases halt Canaries-bound cruise ship
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-04
Lisbon: Some 3,000 passengers, mostly Germans, saw their Canary Islands-bound cruise ship halted on Monday
after a Covid-19 outbreak forced them to disembark in Lisbon, Portuguese authorities said. The first passengers to
test positive on the German-built AIDAnova were transferred to a bus bound for Lisbon airport before dawn, Lisbon’s
chief of maritime police Diogo Vieira Branco said. He..... more >>

China locks down city of 1.2m after virus cases; French TV twins die of Covid within a week of each other:
US sets global record of over 1m daily Covid-19 cases
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-05
Washington: The United States recorded more than one million Covid-19 cases on Tuesday, according to data from
Johns Hopkins University, as the Omicron variant spread at a blistering pace. There were 1,080,211 new cases in
the country, a global record, with the number of cases doubling on the previous week. It comes a day after top US
pandemic advisor Anthony Fauci said the country was experie..... more >>

Blow for Macron as opposition holds up Covid bill
Source: AFP, Daily Times , 2022-01-05
The centrist party of French President Emmanuel Macron was left red-faced on Tuesday after opposition parties
joined forces to hold up a bill tightening measures against Covid-19. The lower house National Assembly was
debating the implementation of a health pass that will require a full course of vaccination to attend events, eat out or
travel by inter-city train, rather than a recent negative te..... more >>
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Macron sparks backlash after warning France’s unvaccinated
Source: AFP, Daily Times , 2022-01-06
President Emmanuel Macron on Wednesday faced anger from opponents and chaos in parliament after warning
French people not yet vaccinated against Covid-19 that they would be squeezed out of key aspects of life. Macron,
who has not yet formally declared his candidacy for re-election in April, came under fire from challengers already in
the race, accusing him of overstepping the line with his remarks..... more >>

Omicron now 95% of new COVID-19 infections in US
Source: News Report, The News, International , 2022-01-06
NEW YORK: The Omicron variant made up around 95.4% of new COVID-19 cases in the US last week, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention said in an updated estimate published on Tuesday. Only two regions of the U.S.
— New England and part of the Midwest — have yet to reach 90% locally. The Delta variant, which was dominant
up until a few weeks ago, makes up nearly all the other cas..... more >>
Covid rules mean ‘forced exile’, say Italy’s islanders
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-06
Rome: Unvaccinated residents on Italy’s small islands risk being cast into "forced exile" by new coronavirus rules, a
representative of local authorities warned Wednesday, calling for rules changes to help them. Measures requiring
proof of recent vaccination or recovery to use public transport come into effect on Monday as Italy battles rising
Covid-19 infections. But in a lette..... more >>

Dutch report record number of virus infections: HK bans flights as Omicron surges around globe
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-06
Hong Kong: Asian financial hub Hong Kong banned flights from eight nations on Wednesday as part of strict new
virus curbs, with Omicron outbreaks spiralling out of control from Europe to the United States. The new coronavirus
variant is spreading rapidly across continents, leaving governments rushing to roll out vaccine boosters and bolster
healthcare systems as infection numbers reach new high..... more >>

US urges COVID boosters starting at age 12 to fight omicron
Source: News Report, The News, International , 2022-01-07
ATLANTA: The US is urging that everyone 12 and older get a COVID-19 booster as soon as they’re eligible, to help
fight back the hugely contagious omicron mutant that’s ripping through the country, foreign media reported. Boosters
already were encouraged for all Americans 16 and older, but Wednesday the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention endorsed an extra Pfizer shot for youn..... more >>

Work, school, play: How Covid reshaped our world; Election rallies cancelled as India sees Omicron surge
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-07
New Delhi: Election rallies were cancelled in India’s heartland on Thursday as authorities fret over a sudden Covid
surge, driven by the Omicron variant, which has seen confirmed infections nearly triple in two days. Teeming crowds
have thronged campaign events for next month’s poll in Uttar Pradesh -- the country’s most populous state with over
200 million people and a pillar..... more >>
Vaccine bill passed by France’s lower house of parliament
Source: AFP, The News, International , 2022-01-07
Paris: France’s lower house of parliament on Thursday finally passed in a first reading a bill further tightening its
Covid measures, after three days of tense debates fuelled by President Emmanuel Macron’s warning that he wanted
to "piss off" the unvaccinated. ..... more >>
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COVID-19 claims two lives, infects 895: CM Sindh
Source: App, Daily Times , 2022-01-07
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that apart from COVID -19 cases the infection rate of Omicron
variant has started increasing in the province, citizens need to follow the SOPs, otherwise it would turn alarming. In
a statement issued here from CM House on Thursday, Murad Ali Shah said that between December 28, 2021 to
January 2, 2022, 133 tests were conducted, of them 95 were dete..... more >>

Donors News
Covid can end this year if world joins hands: WHO
Source: Bureau Report, The News, International , 2022-01-02
NEW DELHI: The world entered the new year of 2022 and subsequently third year of the global Covid-19 pandemic.
The Director General of World Health Organisation, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, however, said that he was
confident that the pandemic could end this year if all the countries collectively work towards ending inequality. “As
we enter the third year of the COVID-19 pandemic, I&rsquo..... more >>

Vol. 3, No. 1-2 Issue 1-7 January 2022

Page 27 of 29

COVID _19: E-Newsletter

SDPI Engagements
SDPI Articles
Demystifying the mini-budget
Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2022-01-05
The writer heads the Sustainable Development Policy Institute. The bad news is that the Finance (Supplementary)
Bill 2021 (mini-budget) will increase prices, mainly of luxury items. The good news is that the impact of the general
sales exemption withdrawal on the price hike will not be very significant, as claimed by many commenters. Before
explaining how, let me give you some background. Most e..... more >>

SDPI's Related News
PM asked to showcase economic progress
Source: Shahbaz Rana, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
ISLAMABAD: The members of the Prime Minister’s Economic Strategy Group on Thursday advised Imran Khan to
set up a war room to build a positive narrative of the government on the economic front. The members suggested
bringing improvement in media management amid prime minister’s dissatisfaction with the performance of the
government’s representatives at the public platforms. So..... more >>

Broadening autonomy debate: SBP bill to help pave way for low inflation
Source: Mehtab Haider, The News, International , 2022-01-05
ISLAMABAD: The proposed changes in the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Amendment Bill have triggered a heated
debate across the country while some experts, including one politician, have extended support for the objective of
targeting inflation as the sole mandate of the central bank. Interestingly, Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) MNA
Daniyal Aziz told The News on Tuesday that “after enactment ..... more >>

Amid global crisis, Pak economy shows resilience: Economic Experts
Source: APP, APP , 2022-01-05
ISLAMABAD, Jan 5 (APP):Despite several challenges on the internal and external fronts, the Pakistan Tehreek-iInsaf (PTI) government has successfully managed to bring sustainability to macroeconomics as is indicated by the
unprecedented resilience of economy during the past couple of years. Economic experts believe that the economy
of Pakistan is resilient despite the economic shocks caused due t..... more >>

Govt, UNEP launch initiative for chemical, hazardous waste management
Source: Jamila Achakzai, The News, International , 2022-01-07
Islamabad : Minister of State for Climate Change Zartaj Gul Wazir on Thursday said the government was committed
to protecting the people's health and environment from devastating impacts of chemicals and hazardous waste
materials through their management along scientific lines. "The management of hazardous waste materials in
improper and unscientific manner over the years in the country ..... more >>

Govt committed to protect public health, environment from impacts of chemicals: Zartaj
Source: APP, APP , 2022-01-07
ISLAMABAD, Jan 6 (APP): Minister of State for Climate Change Zartaj Gul Thursday said the incumbent government
is committed to protect public health and environment from devastating impacts of toxic chemicals and hazardous
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waste materials through their management in scientific manner. Addressing a national event here, the state minister
noted that management of hazardous waste materials in improp..... more >>

Efforts on to strengthen hazardous waste management: Zartaj Gul
Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
ISLAMABAD: Efforts are underway for implementation of a project that has been planned to strengthen national
capacity for chemical and hazardous waste management. Both the environment and people’s health must be
protected from the impact of hazardous waste through creation of a proper channel to get rid of it. Minister of State
for Climate Change Zartaj Gul said this on Thursday while speak..... more >>

Businessmen decry hurdles to trade
Source: Usman Hanif, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2022-01-07
KARACHI: Businessmen have said thatPakistan-Turkey cargo train has kick-started operations in a smooth manner,
however, commercial banks are creating bottlenecks in the way of issuing export forms on the pretext that the trade
route involves journey through a sanctioned country, ie Iran. In a statement on Thursday, Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) President Mian N..... more >>

Pakistan received over $3 billion from expats in RDAs since September 2020
Source: Web Desk, BOL News , 2022-01-07
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has received $3.16 billion in remittances from expatriates through the Roshan Digital Account
(RDA) service since it was launched in September 2020,Arab Newsquoted the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) as
saying. The RDA service was introduced by the central bank in collaboration with eight commercial banks across the
country. The main objective of the service is to facilitate over..... more >>
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