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Abstract 

The paper that examines the role, contribution and decision-making power of women in crop 

production and livestock farming is based on case study of six villages of Pind Dadan Khan 

Tehsil of Jhelum district. The sample size consists of 260 respondents, who were designated 

onthe basisof random sampling technique from the selected villages. Quantitative and 

qualitative analyses were made to cross-check results of the study. Interview schedule was 

employed as a data collection tool for descriptive analysis by using Excel and Statistical 

Software. 

Keywords 
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1. Introduction 

Crops and livestock are the part of agriculture sector and their importancehas been 

acknowledged both at national and international levels. More than one quarter of the 

world population comprises rural women, who have a great contribution in agriculture. 

For instance, women in Egypt, Morocco, Somalia and Turkey constitute over 50% of the 

total labor involved in agricultural activities. In South Asia, women’s contribution in 

agriculture is higher than compared to men (Afzal et al., 2010). 

In the case of Pakistan, agriculture isthe backbone ofeconomy,as itcontributes about 23 

percent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Women are considered a major 

workforce in the farm sector but most of them work as ‘unpaid family workers’. In rural 

economy, women spend most of the time to look after livestock, crops as well as 

domestic chores. However, they are hardly involved in decision-making because of 

prevalent social norms. Moreover, they are unaware of their rights and role in the society 

due to lack of education.It is generally believed that the participation of both men and 

women is fundamental to achieve a sustainable growth of an economy and gender 

equality.This not only helps build a contended and satisfied society but also promotes 

the cause of human development (Sheikh et al., 2005).  

Several efforts have been made to highlight this issue, ( Javed, et al., 2006, Pakistan 

Agriculture Research Council 1988, Saini et al., 2001, Jamil2009 andLuqman 2011). The 

objective of the paper is to examine the contribution of women in the cultivation of major 

crops as well as livestock farming and to highlight their socio-economic conditions in the 

sample areas. The purpose of the study is also to find out the level of participation of 

women in decision-making besidessuggesting appropriate measures for better 

involvement of women in agricultural and livestock related activities. 

Section 2 of the study providesinformation regarding the methodology adopted for the 

studyto capture the facts/data.Section 3 describes the involvement of women in major 

crops and related activities. Section 4 shows time spent by women in fields and taking 

care of livestock. Section 5 demonstrates the women’s involvement in crop production 

and livestock farming andsection 6 addresses the decision-making power of women 

along with male members of the family in these activities. 

2. Methodology 

The study addresses the role of women in agriculture and livestock farming in six 

villages of Pind Dadan Khan Tehsil of Jhelum district. The population under investigation 

consisted of 260 female respondents, who were involved in agriculture and livestock 

activities. A quantitative and qualitative approach was followed. As per the requirement 

of the study, random sampling was used to select respondents. A descriptive interview 

schedule was also used. The data wasanalyzed by using Excel and Statistical Package 

for Social Sciences (SPSS). As pretest allows one to highlight the weak areas, the 

preliminary interviewing schedule comprising 45 questions, was given to the sample of 
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the 10 respondents to complete. Questions which were ambiguous or complex for the 

respondents were rephrased. 

3. Women involvement in crop production  

Approximately half of the country’s population consists of women, who are not only 

energetically involved in crop production but also in other economic activities. They play 

a vital role in agriculture and contribute to all operations related to crop production such 

as sowing, transplantation, weeding, harvesting and livestock farming, which included 

handling milk production, animal care, fodder-cuttingetc. (Karam Ali 2010). 

I. Crops of Rabi  season 

Agricultural activities in plain areas of Pakistan are performed in winter and summer. 

Those crops, which are cultivated before the beginning of winter season and harvested 

in early summer, are known as Rabi crops. They include wheat, barley, grams, oil seeds, 

pulses etc. (Karam Ali 2010). However, our results showed that wheat and barley were 

the most cultivated crops of Rabi seasonin the selected areas. The harvesting and 

storage of these crops were mainly done by women. The graph demonstrates types of 

crops in Rabi. In Rabi season,majorityof respondents (45%) reaps wheat. However, 19% 

said they harvest vegetables, 18% barley, 14%peas and 4% sesame. These figures 

have been shown in the following diagram: 

 

II. Crops of KharifSeason  

The crops, which are grown in the beginning of summer and their picking or harvesting 

takes place in early winter are called Kharif crops. Rice,sugarcane and vegetables are 

the major crops in the study area wherepeople mostly usetube-wells to irrigate their land. 

The following graph shows the Kharif season crops being cultivated by the respondents. 

In this season, a large number of farmers (20%) yields rice, 18% Jowar, 17% 

vegetables,17% Bajra.While13% of the respondents yield sugarcane, 9% maize and 

only6%respondents harvest cotton. 
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4. Time spent by the respondents inthe field  

Women remain busy in Rabi and Kharif seasons, as they have to spend more time in the 

field, especially when they carry out the process of storage of grains. Our result shows 

that women spend four to eight hours in the field and perform almost all activities related 

to crop production along with men. 48% of the respondents spend 1-4 hours, 48% spend 

5-8 hours and 4% respondents spend more than 8 hours in the field. 

 

5. Time spending in taking care of livestock 

Majority of the women respondents reported that they owned livestock including 

buffaloes, sheep, cows, goats and poultry. They spend one to four hours daily in taking 

care of their livestock. Almost all respondents had poultry in their houses. The following 

graph shows the time spent in taking care of livestock by the respondents. Majority 

(52%) spends 1-4 hours and only 48% spend 5-8 hours in taking care of livestock. 
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6. Yearly family income from crops 

According to the findings of our study, the participation of women though witnessed in 

other sectors of the rural economy also,they found heavily concentrating on the farming 

sector. As the rural women in Pakistan are productively engaged in agriculture we will 

discuss the contribution of women towards crop production as well as the family income.  

The following graph shows the annual income of the respondents from crops. 55% of the 

respondents were earning 50,001-100,000 in a year, 16%had 100,001-150,000 , 

12%had less than 50,000 , 9%were 150,001-200,000 , 4% were  200,001-250,000, while 

4% of the respondents had more than 250,000 yearly income from the land. 

 

7. Monthly income from livestock 

Livestock is the primary subsistent activity to fulfil household food needs as well as 

supplement farm incomes. Livestock was major source of income in the sample area 
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(PARC 1988). Our result shows that women earn 5 to 10 thousand rupees monthly from 

livestock. They had buffaloes and poultry in their houses and courtyards. Selling milk, 

milk products and eggs was the major source of income for them torun their household 

affairs. Our findings illustrate that 87% of the respondents were having less than 

Rs5,000 income from livestock,8% were 5,001-10,000, 1% were 15,001-20,000, 2% 

were more than 20,000, while only 2% of the respondents were having 10,001-15,000 

monthly income from livestock.   

 

8. Involvement of women in crop productionactivities 

Generally, crop productionactivityis performed by both men and women. Pakistani 

women play a great role in crop production and livestock rearing. Women perform 

numerous tasks related to crops such as weeding, grass cutting, cotton picking and 

separation of seeds from fiberetc. They usually use woodas a fuel for cooking (PARC 

1988). In this perspective, we analyze that rural women actively participate in these 

activities with men. 
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Our findings show that women are intensively involved in many crop production 

activities, and their participation is high in cutting and chopping of fodder, harvesting, 

grain storage and milling of grains as compare to others. Preparation of land was mostly 

done by men but some women, who didn’t have male member in their houses, perform 

this activity as well. 35.4% of the respondents spend 1-2 hours in land preparation, 

53.1% spend 1-2 hours in cutting & chopping of fodder, 42.3% spend 1-2 hours in 

harvesting activities, 41.5% of the respondents spend five and above hours in 

harvesting, 69.6% respondents work 1-2 hours for the storage of grains and 60.4 % 

were involved in milling of grains. Somehow, the women participation is relatively high in 

storage and milling of grains. 

9. Involvement of women in Livestock related activities 

It has been observed that livestock was the major source of income in the sample area 

and women had great contribution in the upkeep of animals and their rooms, milking, 

feedings and making of dung cakes. Furthermore, rural women are also responsible for 

collecting and preparing dung cakes, an activity that also brings additional income for the 

poor families.Evidently, rural women are involved in almost all livestock related activities.  

Our result shows that 71.9% of the respondents spend 1-2 hours in cleaning of animals 

& animal rooms, 61.9% of the respondents work 1-2 hours in preparing feed, 63.8% of 

the respondents work in housing the animals for milking, 70% of the respondents work1-

2 hours in milking, 66.2% of the respondents spend 1-2 hours daily in feeding of animals 

and 65% of respondents spend 1-2 hours in making dung cakes. 
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10. Women decision-making power in crop production  

Usually women have less decision-making power in our society (Karam Ali 2010). In our 

study we found that women have less decision-making power than men regarding 

agricultural matters such as cultivation of crops, purchase of seeds and fertilizers, 

harvesting and sale of products. Men do not consult women about crops production and 

land issues.It has been observed that the major reason is on account of lack of 

education, gender discrimination and social values.Our findings show that 76.1% of the 

respondents had no say in decision-making about cultivation of crops, 75.7% and 89.8 

% of the respondents were not involved in decision-making about seed and fertilizers’ 

purchases respectively, 56.9% of the respondents were rarely involved in decision- 

making about irrigation,58.1% of the respondents rarely took decision of harvesting 

activities and 78.1% of the respondents were not involved in taking decision about the 

sale of produce. 

 

11. Women decision-making power inlivestock-related activities 

The study reveals that women have great contribution to livestock farming sector, but 

they have less power in decision-making regarding sale, purchase, slaughtering, 

treatment of animals etc.  Our results indicate that 53.8% of the women respondents 

were often involved in consultation about purchase of animals, 78.8% were often 

involved in selling of animals, 60.8% were not consulted about spending money received 

from sale ofanimals, 80% were not consulted about slaughtering of animals and 50.4% 

of the respondents were often consulted about feeding of animals. 
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Conclusion/Policy Recommendations 

The conclusions drawn from the research/investigation indicate that though the women’s 

participation was high in storage and milling of grains, their involvement in decision-

making regarding these activities was relatively low.Women’s participation was high in 

the upkeep of animals and their faeces, including making of dung cakes. However, their 

power in decision- making regarding these activities was less. Most of the respondents 

were found having no access to extend advice and credit. Moreover,they don’t have 

ownership of land,which erodes their decision-making power. 

It is recommended that the policy makers should strengthen the role of private sector 

and NGOs to equip the rural women with market knowledge. Allocation of more funds 

and shifting of resource for village-based training can improve women’s skills in crop 

productionand empower them in a true way. The empowerment of women lies in their 

dignity and respect they deserve. Men should share responsibilities with women in 

promoting gender equality in the family and to create a positive environment for the 

effective participation of women in these activities.It is also suggested that a strategy can 

be evolved to empower women so as to strengthen their participation in social, economic 

and agricultural activities. 
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