
E-Newsletter on COVID-19 

Issue: June 16-19, 2020 

Vol. 01, No, 17 

 

 

 

…..About Newsletter 

 

In order to keep abreast of 

emerging issues at the 

National/International and 

local level, the SDPI brings 

out a Bi-weekly E-Newsletter 

on “COVID-19”.  

 

It carries reference 

information’s to the News 

items/Comments/Op-Eds 

appearing in leading 

National/International 

dailies. 
 
 

 

Newspapers Covered: 
 

• Dawn 

• The News 

• The Express Tribune 

• The Nation 

• Business Recorder 

• Daily Times 

• Pakistan Observer 

• Pakistan Today 

• Urdu Point 
 

 
 
 

Contents…… 
 
 
Op-Eds/Articles/Editorials……………………………………. 02 
 
 
National News 
 

Islamabad Punjab 

Khabar Pakhtunkhwa Gilgit Baltistan 

Sindh AJK 

Balochistan  

 
 
International News 
 

Countries News Donors News 

 
 
SDPI Engagements 
 

Webinars Researchers Articles 

Press Releases What’s On 
 

A Product of ASRC-SDPI  
 
Team: 
Data Managed by:   
Shahid Rasul , Abid Rasheed 
 
Compile & Layout Design by:    
Ali Aamer Javed 

 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute, SDPI 
 

10-D West, 3rd Floor, Taimoor Chamber, Fazl-ul-Haq Road,  
Blue Area, Islamabad. Pakistan,  
Tel: +92.51. 2278134, Fax: 2278135,  
 

 

  



 
 

COVID _19 E-Newsletter: Vol. 1, No. 17, Issue: June 16-19, 2020 Page 2 
 

Op-Eds/Articles/Editorials 

Op-Eds/Articles/Editorials 

Troubling projections 

Source: Editorial, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

THE alarm bells are ringing at a deafening pitch as the latest Covid-19 projections for Pakistan come to light. Based 

on the rapidly rising rate of infections and daily deaths in the second week of June, the data tells a harrowing story. 

Confirmed coronavirus cases in the country are galloping towards the 150,000 mark — a trajectory which federal 

minister Asad Umar has warned may result in doubling the number of cases by the end of the mont.....view more 

 

 

A state to trust 

Source: Arifa Noor, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

AS the number of Covid-19 cases in Pakistan grows, increasing attention is being focused on the lackadaisical 

approach of society in general. Rules such as social distancing and use of masks are not being followed and, if some 

television reports are to be believed, many roaming the bazaars do not believe that the pandemic is ‘real’. The obvious 

answer to this — in our discussions so far — revolve around the government&rsq.....view more 

 

 

The other crisis 

Source: Rimmel Mohydin, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

THERE is a longing to return to ‘normal.’ We wistfully think back to the beginning of the year, marvel at how none of 

us could have predicted this and count down the days to when things can go back to the way they were. Except that 

‘normal’ was directly leading us to our utter destruction. The climate crisis now runs a calendar in Pakistan. From 

December to February, the country will face extreme cold. From May to August.....view more 

 

 

Talking lockdowns 

Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Pakistan’s Covid crisis story has been one of confusion, uncertainty and a concoction of a flood of conspiracy theories. 

Which is why the extremely dangerous situation we are facing now is not at all unexpected. We had at least three 

months to prepare our people against this crisis. Right from March, 2020, when the first cases started emerging in 

Pakistan, alarm bells sounded with doctors and medical experts issuing warnings; the WHO recomm.....view more 

 

 

Pandemic of arrogance 

Source: Muhammad Hamid Zaman, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

The virus is creating havoc and the misinformation is making it harder to separate fact from conspiracy theories. But 

those are not the two pandemics facing us. There is also another, hampering our ability to protect the people — the 

pandemic of arrogance. This may be just as deadly as the first two. Three exhibits of hubris illustrate this. First — the 

belief the government alone has a monopoly on empathy. This has manifested in.....view more 

 

 

On our own 

Source: Hassan Niazi, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

When the story of Covid-19 in Pakistan is written, let it show how indecisiveness doomed a country. When the first 

case was diagnosed within our borders, we should have gotten a clear statement by the government on the severity 
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of the challenge we were facing. Instead we were told it was just like the seasonal flu. This was followed by a parade 

of unforgivable downplaying: only the elderly needed to worry, it would go away during the summer .....view more 

 

 

On a rampage 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

The Covid-19 coronavirus is now proliferating in Pakistan at a frightening rate. On May 22, the number of confirmed 

Covid cases in the country totalled 50,694. This figure nearly doubled to 98,943 on June 7 — i.e. an addition of nearly 

50,000 cases in a period of 16 days. The tally swelled by another 50,000 cases or so, but in half the number of days 

(eight), standing at 146,254 as of June 15 (yesterday). This shows a little less than 200% .....view more 

 

 

Sacrificial animal markets 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

Perhaps, never before was uncertainty so intense as it is now in the wake of the coronavirus pandemic. One is sure 

of only one thing and it is about Covid-19, though the curve is yet to flatten in Pakistan. Confusion surrounds the 

setting up of markets of sacrificial animals for Eidul Azha. The festival is only a month and a half away and uncertainty 

prevails whether the sacrificial cattle markets will be established in Karachi and other parts of.....view more 

 

 

Changing regional and global dynamics due to Coronavirus 

Source: Dr Noor- ul- Huda, Daily Times , 2020-06-16 

“As the world woke up one morning from uneasy dreams, it found itself transformed into an enormous quarantine.” 

The introduction to COVID-19 and its ramifications sounds almost Kafka-esque, albeit this “metamorphosis” is more 

jarring in an all-encompassing manner. The disenchanting embrace of the pandemic spares no one. Ask any 

individual from any walk of life and any part of the world and he would bet his good Lord that h.....view more 

 

 

The wrong way to examine coronavirus pandemic 

Source: Syed Zeeshan Haider, Daily Times , 2020-06-16 

Many months have passed since COVID-19 emerged on the global scene and a lot of information about it has come 

to light. Coronavirus originated in China and this pandemic was dealt with by a severe lockdown there. There is no 

freedom of the press in China like there is in other democratic countries and whenever any news originates from 

China, it’s closely monitored by the state. So, how accurate would it be to standardize any Chinese model? .....view 

more 

 

 

Budget, the economy and COVID-19 

Source: M. Abbas Raza, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

The budget speech for FY 2020-21, followed by the press conference of the economic team needs a careful analysis 

to assess the manner in which the government intends to handle the post-COVID economic scenario. A cursory look 

at the budget reveals that it only attempts to balance the country’s financial balance sheet with a colossal deficit of 

Rs3700 billion to be met through unknown and unrealistic resources. It lacks planning, policy inter.....view more 
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Targeted Lockdown 

Source: Editorial, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

As Punjab has surpassed the tally of one thousand deaths due to COVID-19, the provincial government has 

announced implementing limited and targeted lockdowns where needed. The provincial Health Minister Dr Yasmeen 

Rashid, while addressing the media, mentioned areas in Lahore where a complete lockdown will be imposed soon. 

While the imposition of a lockdown in these areas may create difficulties for the residents, however, this is the only 

way for.....view more 

 

 

Punjab budget 

Source: Editorial, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

PUNJAB’S budget for the fiscal year 2020-21 contains several headlines: significant relief in provincial taxes to 

businesses impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic, much bigger public interventions in the social sector through the 

development programme and a large economic stimulus for micro, small and medium-sized enterprises. Additionally, 

the budget offers substantial incentives for the construction industry, allows tax exemptions to private .....view more 

 

 

Leadership matters 

Source: Zahid Hussain, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

SO we are back to a ‘smart lockdown’ after a month of mayhem that has seen a relentless rise in the number of 

confirmed coronavirus cases in the country. There may be some signs of panic in the corridors of power with the 

latest projection crossing one million cases in the next few weeks, and yet there is no coherent strategy to deal with 

the crisis. While the pandemic stares us in the face, the leadership continues to sow confusion .....view more 

 

 

Epidemics within epidemics 

Source: Anjum Altaf, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

The coronavirus pandemic is bad enough but, as dozens of countries have demonstrated, it can be controlled – there 

were just three new cases in Sri Lanka on June 12. Even in places where the number of infected persons was very 

large before the alert was sounded, Italy for example, new cases per day have dropped from 6,557 on March 21 to 

163 on June 12. In Pakistan, they continue to rise – from 144 on March 21 to 6,397 on June .....view more 

 

 

Blaming the people 

Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

The government has come up with a unique strategy for dealing with the Covid-19 threat that has swept through the 

world. In Pakistan, we are now averaging some 4,000 cases a day which the National Command and Control Centre 

says will be managed through a ‘smart’ or selective lockdown. The simpler term, ‘lockdown’, apparently distresses 

the prime minister, who has consistently opposed it. In Punjab, where most major cities .....view more 

 

 

Children and lockdown 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

The coronavirus pandemic now seems to have become infinity for all age groups, with children feeling the 

psychological impact the most. Most cities and towns in Pakistan have been under various forms of lockdown for the 

past three months. Schools in as many as 188 countries around the world stay closed for months together. The global 

lockdown is keeping 1.5 billion children away from schools and education. A global survey has revealed that one 

in.....view more 
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Bank loans worth Rs2.5 trillion at risk 

Source: Salman Siddiqui, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: The Covid-19 pandemic, which is still battering Pakistan’s economy, has put bank loans worth over Rs2.5 

trillion at risk with decreasing resilience of small banks and mounting payment pressure on insurance firms while 

possibly denting the country’s exports by around 30%, the central bank reported. “Highlighting the risk of deterioration 

in the financial health of their clients and its spillover effects, banks esti.....view more 

 

 

Containing pandemic: Don’t bother with partial lockdowns, says expert 

Source: Tufail Ahmed, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

KARACHI: In a matter of mere weeks, the number of novel coronavirus cases in Pakistan has crossed the 146,000 

mark. As the authorities revisit potential strategies to contain the Covid-19, a renowned Pakistani expert on viral 

illnesses told The Express Tribune that country could even now rid itself of the contagion provided it enacted the right 

measures. “SARS-CoV-2, which causes the illness known as Covid-19 has generate thousands of.....view more 

 

 

Why Jacinda Ardern is extra-ordinary 

Source: Zafar Aziz Chaudhry, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

New Zealand being a trans-pacific island is one of the farthest located places from our region which has seldom 

figured in news, except for its world class cricket team. It is a silent and sedate place only known for its grassy 

highlands and meadows, and a refuge for those who want to enjoy their peace. In recent times, i.e in March 2019, a 

dastardly terrorist attack by sporadic shooting by a religious fanatic took place inside a mosque i.....view more 

 

 

Finally, the penny drops 

Source: Editorial, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

It is a good sign that the prime minister has finally put his foot down and decided to personally monitor countrywide 

enforcement of all necessary Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) to safeguard against the coronavirus. The 

important thing now is that there should be an absolutely unequivocal message about how everybody needs to behave 

in the war against the coronavirus. There is weight in the PM’s argument that the country is not in a po.....view more 

 

 

Observance of health guidelines; Apolitical appeal from NA should go to people 

Source: Naveed Butt, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD: The parliamentary leaders have unanimously stressed that an apolitical appeal from the National 

Assembly should go to the people across the country to observe health guidelines in order to save themselves and 

their families from the deadly pandemic. Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser chaired a meeting of the 

parliamentary leaders in the National Assembly in the Parliament House on Tuesday. The parliamentary leaders 

express.....view more 

 

 

‘China-Made’ stands the test of the pandemic 

Source: Long Dingbin, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

Up to now, COVID-19 is still spreading across the globe, which has infected more than 8 million people. At the time 

when the situation in China was at its most difficult, the international community including Pakistan provided valuable 

support and assistance to our country and our people. Leaders of more than 170 countries, heads of 50 international 

and regional organisations, and more than 300 foreign political parties and organisations expresse.....view more 
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http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132025
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2020/06/17/14-page/841033-news.html
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132034
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2020/06/17/1-page/840943-news.html
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132042
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COVID-19 versus Budget 2020 

Source: Senator Rehman Malik, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

The poor masses and government employees had great hopes to benefit from the budget, but it brought 

disappointments instead of providing any relief. I would like to point out that the current budget is nothing but playing 

with the statistical figures just to complete the usual budget formalities. The government has no vision to steer the 

country out of the COVID crisis, which is going to increase manifold. The minds of leadership in the go.....view more 

 

 

Inconsiderate Policies 

Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

The government considering allowing parliamentarians’ spouses and children to use travel allowances allotted to the 

legislators is a very tone-deaf move by the ruling party. These business class air tickets and other benefits are meant 

to help the members of the parliament to attend the sessions and nothing else. In any case, hasn’t Pakistan Tehreek-

i-Insaf constantly claimed that it is looking to end the culture of special favours an.....view more 

 

 

Behaving like a know-all 

Source: Nusrat Javeed, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

During the second sitting of the general discussion on budgetary proposals, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari surely delivered a 

comprehensive and engaging speech Tuesday. The operative part of his speech clearly revealed a compassionate 

heart, deeply worried about the massive and multiple forms of misery, COVID-19 has brought to our luckless country. 

Expressing anxiety in the given context, the youthful Chairman of the PPP, could not stop himself from.....view more 

 

 

Where do the people really stand? 

Source: Kamila Hyat, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

For months, we have been hearing Prime Minister Imran Khan insist that it was impossible to impose a lockdown to 

curb the increasingly rapid spread of the coronavirus and the over 2,650 deaths that have so far come with it because 

this would hurt the people of Pakistan, who the PM pointed out were poor, hungry and unable to survive a lockdown. 

In the confused messaging going out from the government, he did not say how these people, the poorest o.....view 

more 

 

 

How authentic is official death count? 

Source: Umar Cheema, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: If official statistics are to be believed, the number of deaths in first five months of this year have been 

lower than the corresponding period of the previous year, a calculation that raises question about the integrity of data 

in a country where there is no proper system to keep the death count. At a time when coronavirus has affected many 

areas, the news of low death rate is greeted with skepticism and the officials have the.....view more 

 

 

Disturbing projections 

Source: Editorial, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

It is pretty much understood now that Pakistan’s coronavirus cases as well as deaths are going to rise sharply over 

the next few months. The National Command and Operations Centre (NCOC) expects the number, presently above 

https://nation.com.pk/17-Jun-2020/covid-19-versus-budget-2020
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132050
https://nation.com.pk/17-Jun-2020/inconsiderate-policies
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132054
https://nation.com.pk/17-Jun-2020/behaving-like-a-know-all
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132056
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/674014-where-do-the-people-really-stand
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132076
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132076
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/674346-how-authentic-is-official-death-count
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132082
https://dailytimes.com.pk/627633/disturbing-projections/
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151,000, to double by the end of the month and reach something like 1.2 million by the end of July, just when the 

nation will want to be out and about for Eid shopping yet again. Estimates revealed by London’s Imper.....view more 

 

 

‘Get used to me’ 

Source: F.S. Aijazuddin, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

GOD created Man; the Devil invented racial prejudice. No one but Satan could have implanted myopia in human 

eyes. It prevents recognising divinity in another fellow being, yet can distinguish the tone of his skin. Wasn’t it Justice 

Thurgood Marshall (the first Afro-American judge to be elevated to the US Supreme Court) who held that “In 

recognising the humanity of our fellow beings, we pay ourselves the highest tribute?” Today,.....view more 

 

 

Parched of imagination 

Source: Durdana Najam, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

Crisis brings a rare opportunity to leaders to reunite with their people and to cast aside old ways of doing business, 

which is usually not possible in normal times, considering that the majority supports the status quo for its comfort. 

Other than Pakistan, which has refused to take this high road most of the countries have revamped their system to 

adjust to the Covid-19 induced new normal. Instead of treating it as a healthcare emergency, both t.....view more 

 

 

It’s never too late to mend 

Source: Syed Asif Ali, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

To borrow from Tomas Pueyo’s popular Covid metaphor, if we hammer it hard now, we will soon be dancing. To 

elaborate, if we apply the hammer of a lockdown to the coronavirus for not more than a few weeks, then we will be in 

a much better position to react to the ebb and flow — like in a complicated dance — of the infection, till the time an 

anti-virus is available. To clarify further, the lockdown hammer is not a recipe to .....view more 

 

 

Plasma therapy 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

According to official statistics, in Pakistan, of the 154,334 patients of coronavirus, 56,391 have recovered. This shows 

that on an average, one in three patients have recovered. In view of the fact that the use of plasma of recovered 

patients has proved effective in the treatment of Covid-19, we have a sufficiently large number of coronavirus survivors 

who can save precious human lives by donating their plasma. Even though the Ministry of N.....view more 

 

 

A Breakthrough At Last 

Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

The discovery of the first life-saving drug, Dexamethasone, for critical COVID-19 patients is a breakthrough that 

should be celebrated. It has shown to reduce risk of death by a third for patients on ventilators, and by a fifth for those 

on oxygen. This means that thousands of lives can now be saved, and at low costs. Fortunately, the drug is widely 

available in the market at cheap rates and doctors here at home have already been using steroids t.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 induced ‘pink-collar recession’ 

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

Global Covid-19 cases continue to surge and South Asia becomes the latest hotspot. The economic fallout of the 

pandemic is also in full swing across economies, and disturbingly aggravating in developing and poor countries. News 
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about companies and businesses axing jobs due to coronavirus and the lockdowns is on the rise. Ironically, the 

destruction by Covid-19 pandemic is disproportionately spread. Global facts and figures show that where th.....view 

more 

 

 

‘More outbreaks of zoonotic diseases like COVID-19 feared if steps not taken to curb environmental factors’ 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Trade and consumption of high-risk wildlife, land-use change leading to deforestation and conversion, expansion of 

agriculture, and unsustainable intensification and animal production are some of the key drivers behind the spread of 

zoonotic diseases like COVID-19, and if urgent actions are not taken, more such outbreaks cannot be ruled out. “High-

risk trade and consumption of wildlife, deforestation and land conversion as well as u.....view more 

 

 

Double jeopardy! 

Source: Dr Moonis Ahmar, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

Could one expect something better for the people of Pakistan in the national budget from those who represent elite 

interests and foreign allegiances? Living in their comfort zones unaffected from the plight of the common people due 

to Covid-19, they prevail over the so-called members of parliament by arguing that IMF and other lenders will cease 

their financial bailout packages if state-owned enterprises are not privatised, salaries and pensions .....view more 

 

 

The business of life 

Source: Waheed Babar, Daily Times , 2020-06-18 

Coronavirus has brought the world to its knees. The Nature’s Show is going on the air with long episodes of despair, 

confusion and fright. COVID-19 has questioned the future of man in various spheres: health, economy, lifestyle and 

social status. There are multifarious theories about the origin of COVID-19. The findings of the World Health 

Organisation about the transmission of coronavirus have proved inconsistent. Nobody knows wher.....view more 

 

 

The fight against racism post COVID-19 

Source: Ikram Sehgal, Daily Times , 2020-06-19 

Within a very short period the COVID-19 pandemic has broken up economic, social and also intellectual traditions 

existing for decades and were thought to be unchangeable. The way we look at ourselves intellectuallyand the rest 

of the world has started changing – the past, present and future. The renewed scathing critique of racism that started 

from the US after the brutal killing of a black American by the police has resulted in anarchy, th.....view more 

 

 

National security imperatives after COVID-19 

Source: Khan Hasham Bin Saddique, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

This is a follow up to my Op-Ed; “Rethinking national security” where I had argued that a radically-altered world order 

post-COVID-19 would necessitate inter alia, a re-examination of national policy frameworks especially vis-a-vis crucial 

national security. It is interesting to note that pandemics have always been recognised as one of the non-traditional 

security threats, but palpably never regarded as a likely or serious one. Alas, .....view more 
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Smart Lockdown 

Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

The evidence coming out from the smart lockdown in specific sectors of Islamabad is proof that this strategy, if 

implemented properly, can be quite effective in curbing the spread of coronavirus cases in high incidence areas. The 

need to enforce such measures will continue to arise because despite repeated pleas, many people continue to violate 

SOPs created by the government. The situation in Punjab remains precarious because of widespread violat.....view 

more 

 

 

Sindh budget 

Source: Editorial, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ITS resource constraints notwithstanding, Sindh’s budget of Rs1,241bn for the fiscal year 2020-21 indicates the 

seriousness of Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah’s administration in fighting Covid-19 and its negative economic impact 

on the poor and small businesses. It is commendable that Sindh has made sensible choices at a time when the 

country is faced with not only the virus contagion but also the threat of an unprecedented locust plag.....view more 

 

 

Explaining the infection 

Source: Naseem Salahuddin, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

SWARMS of SARS-CoV-2 virus wrack the globe, striking mortal fear of Covid-19 into the hearts of humankind. Images 

of disease and death flashing across our screens are heartrending, and while despair argues with hope, or denial 

with intelligent acceptance, decision-makers are faced with an agonising choice: death of the people or of the 

economy. Alas, we have already crossed the Rubicon, and the government here has given precedence to financial 

a.....view more 

 

 

Reducing the impact 

Source: Chris Kaye | Minà Dowlatchahi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

AS the world strives to curb the spread of Covid-19, efforts are also focusing on understanding the real impact of this 

virus. In Pakistan, a rapid assessment conducted by the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations is providing both UN teams on the ground and the government with much-

needed data and analysis to determine the best course of action. The assessment looked at 12 main markets .....view 

more 
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National News 

AJK 

Lockdown in AJK capital extended 

Source: Tariq Naqash, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

MUZAFFARABAD: The lockdown in the capital of Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and its suburban areas would 

continue for one more week from Friday following no sings of abatement in Covid-19 cases, Deputy Commissioner 

Badar Munir said on Thursday. After unexpected spike in the number of infected persons in Muzaffarabad and its 

surroundings, the district administration had reverted from smart to complete lockdown on June 12 for seven days. 

However, d.....view more 

 

 

Balochistan 

Lockdown extended for 15 days in Balochistan 

Source: Saleem Shahid, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

QUETTA: The Balochistan government has extended ‘smart lockdown’ in the province for another 15 days. “Smart 

lockdown would continue till June 30 in Quetta and other parts of the province,” said a notification issued by the Home 

and Tribal Affairs Department here on Tuesday. Standard operating procedures (SOPs) and resections announced 

earlier for allowing business activities and resuming all kinds of transport.....view more 

 

 

Balochistan focal person tests positive for Covid-19 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

CHAGAI: Balochistan government’s focal person for coronavirus prevention and liaison assistant to chief minister of 

Balochistan Mir Umair Mohammad Hasni has tested positive for coronavirus. He revealed this on Tuesday in a tweet, 

vowing to recover soon. He wrote in his message that he had isolated himself after the test results. According to him, 

he is feeling congestion in his chest as the virus is in its initial stage. He concluded his t.....view more 

 

 

Lockdown extended in Balochistan 

Source: Mohammad Zafar, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

QUETTA: The Balochistan government on Tuesday announced it is extending the smart lockdown till June 30 with 

previously designated Standard Operating Procedures as the Covid-19 cases continue to spike. According to the 

notification issued by the Balochistan government in view of the spread and escalating rate of coronavirus cases, the 

lockdown will be enforced in the province for another 15 days. During the lockdown, there shall be a compl.....view 

more 

 

 

0.4m lose jobs in Balochistan as poverty rises to 68% 

Source: Mohammad Zafar, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

QUETTA: Talking about the impact of coronavirus on the provincial economy during the lockdown, Balochistan 

government spokesperson Liaquat Shahwani on Thursday said that the poverty rate in the province has increased 

from 40 to 68 per cent whereas 400,000 workers also lost their jobs. While speaking to the media in Quetta, he said 

the number of corona cases in Balochistan is steadily increasing. “The average number of corona cases pe.....view 

more 
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Students hold protest in Gwadar against online classes move 

Source: Behram Baloch, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

GWADAR: Hundreds of students from Gwadar and other parts of Makran division belonging to different colleges and 

universities of the country staged a protest rally and a sin-in on Wednesday against the Higher Education Comm-

ission’s decision to start online classes. They said the HEC’s decision would deprive them of education as no internet 

facilities were available in most areas of the two cities while in such areas where these f.....view more 

 

 

Gilgit-Baltistan 

GB doctors protest lack of PPEs, facilities in hospitals 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

GILGIT: The health professionals staged a protest sit-in here on Monday to demand provision of PPEs and availability 

of facilities for treatment of Covid-19 patients in hospitals. The protesters announced to continue their protest till 

acceptance of their demands. Gilgit-Baltistan Grand Health Alliance had called the protest. About 400 nurses, 

paramedical staff and doctors from all the districts of GB gathered outside the district headquarters.....view more 

 

 

Islamabad 

Govt identifies virus hotspots in 20 cities 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan records 120 deaths — the highest ever number of fatalities from novel coronavirus in a 

day — during the past 24 hours, the government has announced that 20 cities have been identified as potential Covid-

19 hotspots/clusters where restrictive measures are needed to contain the virus in line with the prime minister’s smart 

lockdown policy. During the past 24 hours, the country reported 4,634 Covid-19 c.....view more 

 

 

Smarter lockdown returns to 20 cities 

Source: 0ur Correspondent & Agencies, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE: The National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) Monday decided to impose a smart 

lockdown in 20 major cities of the country after rising in the number of infection and deaths from the new coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19). The decision was taken in line with the prime minister’s announcement of containment of Covid-

19 through the smart lockdown strategy. The meeting, chaired by Minister for Planning Development, Reforms 

and.....view more 

 

 

Handwashing stations to be installed at ‘Panahgahs’ 

Source: Myra Imran, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Islamabad:As part of an effort to make ‘Panahgahs’ safe, secure and sustainable shelter for the daily wagers, 

‘Panahgah’ Management Team and Strengthening Participatory Strengthening (SPO) signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding on Monday for the installation of handwashing stations. The public-private partnership will boost ‘Keep 

Panahgahs Clean’ campaign and will contribute to protecting daily wagers who stream.....view more 
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‘Pandemic hits revenue collection by Rs1600 billion’ 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Islamabad:President Pakistan Businessmen and Intellectuals Forum and FPCCI’s Businessmen Panel Sr. Vice 

Chairman Mian Zahid Hussain on Monday said coronavirus is beating expectations of economic losses. The 

pandemic has left many jobless, pushed millions below the poverty line, revenue collection has been hit by Rs1600 

billion while total losses can surpass Rs30 trillion. Mian Zahid Hussain said that the corona-linked deaths are also 

beyon.....view more 

 

 

IHC dismisses petition seeking schools opening 

Source: APP, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Islamabad:The Islamabad High Court (IHC) Monday dismissed a petition seeking to open all educational institutions 

across the country that were closed due to spread of COVID-19. Chief Justice IHC, Athar Minallah remarked that this 

court would not interfere into the affairs of executive in such extraordinary situation. Chief Justice IHC, conducted 

hearing on a petition filed by a citizen pertaining to the above matter. At the outset of hearing, th.....view more 

 

 

Major cities of Pakistan undergo COVID-19 'smart lockdown' 

Source: Web Desk, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Areas in major cities in Pakistan underwent a 'smart lockdown' on Tuesday after the National Command and Operation 

Centre (NCOC) issued a list of 20 cities identified as coronavirus hotspots across the country, reportedGeo News. 

Parts of Islamabad and Peshawar have been sealed with major areas of Lahore set to go under lockdown from 

midnight tonight. Moreover, areas identified in Swat include Bahrain, Matta, Babuzai, Kabal, Barikot, Kha.....view 

more 

 

 

LIVE: PM Imran to arrive in Karachi today as COVID-19 tally reaches 148,921 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD / KARACHI / PESHAWAR / LAHORE / QUETTA / MUZAFFARABAD: The novel coronavirus emerged 

in the central China city of Wuhan towards the end of last year and proliferated to almost the whole world within a 

couple of months. It’s not the virulence or fatality, but the infectivity of the new virus – also known as SARS-CoV-2 – 

that has set off a global frenzy. The Covid-19 respiratory illness caused by this mysterious co.....view more 

 

 

At least 12,400 Covid-19 SOP violations recorded during last 24 hours 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD: At least 12,400 violations of standardoperating procedures (SOPs), formulated to curb the spread of 

the novel coronavirus, were recorded in the country over the previous 24-hour period. Provinces appraised the 

National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) regarding the smart lockdown and enforcement measures in 

various areas based on the trace, tests and quarantine (TTQ) strategy, according to a NCOC press release. “More 

th.....view more 

 

 

Cabinet to accord approval to ‘Covid-19 Fund’ today 

Source: Mushtaq Ghumman, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD: The government has decided to establish “Covid-19 Fund” with the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) under 

the public account of federation, aimed at making funds allocated under stimulus package non-lapsable, well-informed 

sources told Business Recorder. The federal cabinet which is scheduled to meet on Tuesday (today) with Prime 

Minister in the chair, will accord approval to the proposal, submitted by the Ministry of Financ.....view more 
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NCOC identifies 20 cities as potential hotspots 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Monday through “testing, tracing and 

quarantining” (TTQ) identified top 20 cities across Pakistan with potential Covid-19 hotspots/clusters. In line with the 

prime minister’s announcement of containment of the Covid-19 through smart lockdown strategy, the NCOC 

undertook a comprehensive review of potential Covid-19 clusters and hotspots across Pakistan. A to.....view more 

 

 

Khawaja Asif, Asad Umar clash in NA over COVID-19, corruption 

Source: Javaid-ur-Rahman, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD - The opposition in Monday’s National Assembly sitting feared that the government would soon unveil 

a mini-budget and impose more taxes on the masses. The opposition also blamed incumbent government for 

irresponsibly dealing with the coronavirus pandemic, which may lead to the creation of troublesome situations in the 

month of August. In response, the government urged the opposition to suggest an alternative plan to deal with.....view 

more 

 

 

China offers Shehbaz assistance to fight coronavirus 

Source: Muhammad Saad Chaudhry, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD - The Chinese Consul General Long Dingbin has sent a letter to the Opposition leader Shehbaz Sharif 

on Monday to inquire about his health and also extended his offer for any kind of assistance to fight with coronavirus. 

President PML-N and the Opposition leader in National Assembly Shehbaz Sharif was tested positive for Covid-19 

few days back and he had quarantined himself at home. A letter sent by the Consul General of the 

People&rsquo.....view more 

 

 

Pakistan to start making COVID-19 diagnostic kits locally 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister for Science and Technology Chaudhary Fawad Hussain said that Pakistan will start 

commercial manufacturing of COVID-19 diagnostic kits soon, and Pakistan has already received 100 million US dollar 

export orders of PPEs. In a serious of tweets, federal minister claimed that, “French Newspaper is all praise for made 

in Pakistan masks, Pak has already received 100 M USD export orders of PPEs and we expect this .....view more 

 

 

France eulogizes quality, inexpensive ‘Made in Pakistan’ face masks 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD - French authorities and media have lauded the quality reusable face masks, bearing the tag of ‘Made 

in Pakistan, imported by leading companies to cater to the growing demand of people to protect themselves from 

COVID-19 pandemic in France. After the spread of coronavirus in France, the demand for the face masks and other 

protective equipment multiplied and French firms were unable to meet the demand in time. Order.....view more 

 

 

DRAP directed to control overpricing of COVID-19 drugs 

Source: Rahul Basharat, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD - Ministry of National Health Services (NHS) has directed the Drugs Regulatory Authority of Pakistan to 

ensure availability of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) medicines stressing to control the overpricing of them as well. A 
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statement released by the ministry of NHS said thatTocilizumab (Actemra) and Remedesivir injections used for 

management of COVID-19 patients are being made available by the government. The statement referring to t.....view 

more 

 

 

Parts of Rawal Town may be sealed to contain coronavirus 

Source: Munawer Azeem | Mohammad Asghar, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

RAWALPINDI/ISLAMABAD: The district is considering sealing parts of Rawal Town because of the rising number of 

Covid-19 patients, after dozens of new cases emerged in Rawalpindi district and five patients died. At least 3,392 

cases of Covid-19 have been reported in Rawalpindi district, with 130 deaths and 1,962 recoveries. At present, 907 

patients are isolated in their homes and 383 are still admitted to hospital. Another 56 patients, five deaths.....view 

more 

 

 

Plasma therapy no cure for virus: ministry 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD: While illegal sale and purchase of convalescent plasma (CP) is going on across the country, the Ministry 

of National Health Services (NHS) on Tuesday announced that plasma therapy should not be considered as a cure 

for coronavirus. The ministry warned that there could be serious side effects of plasma therapy, including febrile 

reactions [temperature increase and sometimes headache and back pain], allergic reactions, transfusion-

assoc.....view more 

 

 

FGEI donates Rs11m to corona fund 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD: Director General Federal Government Educational Institutions (FGEI) Major General Mohammad 

Asghar donated Rs11 million to the Prime Minster’s Corona Relief Fund and handed over the cheque to Federal 

Minster for Education and Professional Training Shafqat Mahmood. The amount was collected by the employees of 

FGEI) cantonments/garrisons to support the cause of the government for helping the poor segments of society. 

According to .....view more 

 

 

‘Unregulated use of blood plasma harmful’ 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Islamabad : Pakistan Society of Haematology president Dr Parvez Ahmed has warned that the unregulated use of 

blood plasma without optimal donor screening and patient selection can be harmful to coronavirus patients. Dr Parvez 

Ahmed, a professor of clinical haematology at the Quaid-e-Azam International Hospital, Islamabad told ‘The News’ 

that there was currently no approved treatment for COVID-19, so different investigational drugs we.....view more 

 

 

Pandemic response exposed poor governance: experts 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Islamabad : The poor state of governance affairs has been evident from how the government is tackling the 

coronavirus emergency, whereas the recent crises of petrol, wheat and sugar have exposed its deficiencies even 

further. The 2020-21 budget was an opportunity in the wake of the pandemic to address the country’s chronic 

problems but the non-innovative routine exercised by the government has failed to pacify even much-curtailed 

expectati.....view more 
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An unprecedented push for SDGS action 

Source: Huma Balouch, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

The current financial market turmoil, crude oil prices slump and temporary truce in all armed conflicts around the world 

in response to the COVD-19 pandemic chaos makes it clear that the intrinsic value of health sector goes beyond its 

contribution to human development. The catastrophic impact of COVID-19 crisis and the highest one-day death toll 

being reported in developed countries starkly spotlights the centre of gravity on the health related .....view more 

 

 

Relief efforts to fight COVID-19 continue 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Islamabad: The Reckitt Benckiser (RB) Group, makers of leading health and hygiene brands, has collaborated with 

WaterAid Pakistan to further their relief mission to fight COVID-19 in the country. The collaboration includes donating 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) and hygiene kits for healthcare professionals, raising public awareness 

especially in the rural areas, distributing soaps, and creating hand washing facilities in various parts of t.....view more 

 

 

‘No plasma therapy without govt permission’ 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Islamabad: Plasma therapy for the treatment of Coronavirus cannot be performed anywhere in the country without 

the permission of the government, as it is very important to follow the relevant rules and regulations of medicine for 

this purpose, latest guidelines issued by the Ministry of Health informed the public here on Tuesday. “The Ministry of 

Health has directed all concerned agencies to ensure that plasma therapy is tested on a patien.....view more 

 

 

Helpline for women reproductive health launched 

Source: Myra Imran, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Islamabad : In order to provide support and counselling to women on their reproductive health issues, the Population 

Council launched a helpline for women on Tuesday. Callers can call the Helpline from anywhere in Pakistan and 

receive easy and quick access to basic medical care from their homes. Helpline can be dialled at 021- 35205383 and 

will be available Monday to Saturday, from 9am to 5pm. Launched in collaboration with the Association for .....view 

more 

 

 

Federal minister tests positive as nationwide tally soars to 152,000 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

The nationwide tally of Covid-19 patients soared to 151,883 on Tuesday, with 55,878 cases reported in Punjab, 

57,868 in Sindh, 19,107 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 8,327 in Balochistan, 1,143 in Gilgit Baltistan, 8,857 in Islamabad 

and 703 in Azad Jammu and Kashmir. The virus has claimed at least 2,896 lives while around 56,390 coronavirus 

patients have recovered.Federal Minister for Information Technology Syed Aminul Haque tested positive for the 

novel.....view more 

 

 

Govt to strictly monitor implementation of Covid-19 SOPs: minister 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Ali Muhammad Khan Tuesday said that the government would not tolerate 

violation of the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) to contain the spread of COVID-19. Talking to a private news 

channel, Ali Muhammad said that protection of life and property of people was the prime responsibility of the 

government and no stone would be left unturned to fulfill the responsibility. He said the center government is .....view 

more 
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Hilton Pharma webinar with Dr Tahir Shamsi on NIBD Plasma convalescent trial 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

Hilton Pharma a leading pharmaceutical company has been supporting the NIBD convalescent plasma trial with a 

research grant and technical knowledge since the pandemic began in Pakistan.Keeping the momentum going Dr. 

Tahir Shamsi conducted a webinar on Hilton Pharma premises to educate doctors and HCPs across Pakistan. He 

took the experts from various specialties through the entire trial journey to date, starting with which institutes are 

currentl.....view more 

 

 

'Technical team' to evaluate use of COVID-19 treatment Dexamethasone: Dr Zafar Mirza 

Source: Web Desk, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on National Health Services Dr Zafar Mirza on Wednesday said that a team 

of Pakistani experts will evaluate the use of Dexamethasone as a treatment for critically ill COVID-19 patients after 

reports that the steroid had provided successful clinical trial results in initial phases of testing. In a series of tweet on 

Wednesday, Dr Mirza pointed out that the World Health Organization (WHO) has welcomed the in.....view more 

 

 

Business brings more during COVID-19: story of a successful CIF beneficiary 

Source: Imdad Ali Khushik, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

The story of Ms. Hoor, wife of Azeem demonstrates that women’s apparent inability to contribute family income is 

possible if in addition to will and efforts, the opportunity is provided of easy access to the capital. She had a dream to 

have a better life. Her husband hardly could bring sufficient from his rented mobile vegetable cart to read to the 8-

member family. Her wife’s dream of better life comes true when she started her small .....view more 

 

 

LOTTE Pakistan Foundation pledges PKR 36 Million to fight against COVID-19 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

Joining in to combat the current humanitarian and economic crises in the country, LOTTE Pakistan Foundation 

pledges PKR 36 million to help Pakistan fight against the pandemic. This humanitarian initiative will include the 

following:n LOTTE Chemical Pakistan will provide medical supplies including Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

and testing kits worth PKR 30 million to the Federal and as well as Provincial government n LOTTE Kolson will 

donat.....view more 

 

 

Smart lockdowns imposed in parts of country to counter COVID-19 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

After Peshawar, smart lockdowns to counter novel coronavirus have been imposed in Abbottabad, Swat and Ghotki 

as the worst-hit parts have been sealed.According to details, six areas of Abbottabad – Kehall, Jhangi, PMA Road, 

Qalandarabad, Naryan and Nathia Gali – have been sealed due to rapid increase in COVID-19 cases and a 

notification has been issued in this regard by Deputy Commissioner (DC) Abbottabad.Entry and exit points of 

thes.....view more 
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LIVE: Pakistan's COVID-19 testing capacity to increase from 50,000 to 100,000 per day as tally soars to 

154,760 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD / KARACHI / PESHAWAR / LAHORE / QUETTA / MUZAFFARABAD: The novel coronavirus emerged 

in the central China city of Wuhan towards the end of last year and proliferated to almost the whole world within a 

couple of months. It’s not the virulence or fatality, but the infectivity of the new virus – also known as SARS-CoV-2 – 

that has set off a global frenzy. The Covid-19 respiratory illness caused by this mysterious co.....view more 

 

 

PTI govt blames SOPs breach for high Covid deaths 

Source: Rizwan Shehzad, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD: Minister for information and Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz said on Tuesday that the number of 

deaths from coronavirus in the country increased because the people ignored the government’s standard operating 

procedures (SOPs) issued to curb the spread of Covid-19 pandemic before Eid. In a post-cabinet meeting press 

conference, the minister, while holding the general public responsible for the rising number of Covid-19 dea.....view 

more 

 

 

Minister says govt trying to save lives, livelihoods 

Source: Nuzhat Nazar, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD: Minister for information and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz on Tuesday said that Pakistan could not afford 

a complete lockdown in view of the ground realities and economic situation. During a press briefing after a cabinet 

meeting, the minister said the government devised a proactive strategy to contain and prevent the spread of 

coronavirus keeping in view the ground realities and the country’s economic situation. He said, &.....view more 

 

 

Govt to take strict action against plasma sellers 

Source: APP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of National Health Services has decided to take strict action against illegal trade of plasma 

trade and to take strict action against those selling plasma at high rates in the country. The health authorities have 

issued guidelines about plasma therapy treatment for Covid-19, urging people not to pay donors as the treatment was 

still “an experimental therapy”, a private news channel reported. The illeg.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19: ICT decides to seal sectors I-8, I-10 

Source: Fazal Sher, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD: Following rapid increase in cases of deadly Covid-19 in general and some residential sectors in 

particular of the capital city, the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) on Tuesday decided to again seal Sector I-10 as 

well as Sector I-8 after over 600 cases were reported from both the sectors in a single day. According to Islamabad 

Deputy Commissioner (DC) Muhammad Hamza Shafqaat, over 400 cases have been reported from sector I-10, 

an.....view more 

 

 

PEIRA extends 20pc fee concession till containment of COVID-19 

Source: Rahul Basharat, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD - The Private Educational Institutions Regulatory Authority (PEIRA) on Tuesday extended the 20 percent 

fee concession during closure of Private Educational Institutions (PEIs) due to novel coronavirus (COVID-19) till the 

containment of the disease. The notification issued by PEIRA in this regard said that in the context of current COVID-

19 situation and its socio-economic impact on the society at large, it is shared in continuation.....view more 
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Army vows to continue foiling Indian designs 

Source: Baqir Sajjad Syed, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: The army on Wednesday said it would continue foiling Indian designs against Pakistan, besides 

exposing its human rights abuses in occupied Kashmir and terrorist links. This was stated in a press statement issued 

by the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) at the end of the corps commanders’ conference at the General 

Headquarters. Heightened tensions with India, expected commencement of intra-Afghan dialogue, army’s 

part.....view more 

 

 

Smart lockdown imposed in capital 

Source: Shakeel Anjum, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

Islamabad : Heavy contingent of forces of law enforcement agencies – police and paramilitary – including Rangers, 

on midnight on Thursday sealed all the entry and exit points of four sub-sectors of I-8 and I-10 with I-8 Markaz and I-

10 Markaz after a surge in coronavirus cases were reported. SP (Industrial Area Zone) Zubair Shaikh will command 

the force deployed for the lockdown contrive, while Deputy Commissioner Islamabad Ha.....view more 

 

 

Another 7 deaths, 385 new cases from ICT 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

Islamabad : Another 385 new patients have been tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 here in Islamabad 

Capital Territory (ICT) in last 24 hours while another seven lost their lives due to the disease on Wednesday. To date, 

a total of 90 confirmed patients of COVID-19 have died of the disease in the federal capital since the outbreak hit this 

region of the country though 56 of these 90 patients lost their lives in last two week.....view more 

 

 

Virus cases reduce by 90pc in area under lockdown 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: The enforcement of smart lockdown has begun to bear fruit as it was revealed on Wednesday that the 

number of coronavirus cases reduced by 90 per cent in an area of the federal capital which was sealed on March 13. 

“Around 100 cases were being reported daily from Sector G-9, but after enforcement of smart lockdown the number 

of cases has reduced to 8-9 per day. It is nothing but benefit of the lockdown as the movement of people h.....view 

more 

 

 

Minister gets Rs11m cheque for corona fund 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

Islamabad : Director General of the Federal Government Educational Institutions Major General Muhammad Asghar 

has donated the cheque of Rs11 million for the Prime Minister's Corona Relief Fund. The cheque was handed over 

to the federal minister for education and Professional Training Shafqat Mahmood, said a news release here on 

Tuesday. The amount was collected by the employees of Federal Government Educational Institutions 

Cantonmen.....view more 
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AKU, HSA join hands to improve treatment standards for patients 

Source: Shahina Maqbool, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

Islamabad : The Aga Khan University has partnered with the Ministry of Health to offer a range of trainings, tele-

consultations, and assessment of ICU facilities across the country in support of treatment of hospitalized COVID-19 

patients. An agreement between AKU and the Health Services Academy (HSA) was made here Wednesday. 

Supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the initiative will see AKU offer training to doctors, nurses 

.....view more 

 

 

G-7, Loi Bher and Ghouri Town next to be sealed after surge in virus cases 

Source: Aamir Yasin | Munawer Azeem, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: The capital administration has begun preparing to seal G-7, Loi Bher and Ghouri Town as the 

coronavirus continues to spread widely in these three hotspots. Speaking to the press on Wednesdat, Deputy 

Commissioner Mohammad Hamza Shafqaat said these three areas are hotspots for the coronavirus and are the next 

to be sealed. Disease transmission is high among local residents, as is the number of reported Covid-19 cases, he 

said. All thre.....view more 

 

 

Dexamethasone tablets run short in market 

Source: Munawer Azeem, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: The capital administration on Wednesday have started taking action against shortage of life saving 

drugs, which are reportedly helpful in curing Covid-19, Dawn has learnt. Deputy Commissioner Islamabad Mohammad 

Hamza Shafqaat stated that action was taken after receiving complaints about shortage of Dexamethasone tablets, 

which have reportedly been used to cure critical Covid-19 patients. “It is a lifesaving drug and available i.....view more 

 

 

LIVE: Coronavirus hotspots being sealed across country as tally surges to 162,973 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD / KARACHI / PESHAWAR / LAHORE / QUETTA / MUZAFFARABAD: The novel coronavirus emerged 

in the central China city of Wuhan towards the end of last year and proliferated to almost the whole world within a 

couple of months. It’s not the virulence or fatality, but the infectivity of the new virus – also known as SARS-CoV-2 – 

that has set off a global frenzy. The Covid-19 respiratory illness caused by this mysterious co.....view more 

 

 

Dexamethasone disappears from markets in Islamabad 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Capital Territory Administration (ICTA) has decided to launch an action against the drug 

stores involved in hoarding dexamethasone drug, which is being prescribed to coronavirus patients. However, the 

profiteers taking advantage of the situation hoarded huge quantities of otherwise widely available cheap medicine. In 

this regard, Islamabad Deputy Commissioner (DC) Hamza Shafqat issued a notification on Wednesday. .....view 

more 

 

 

Pakistan reports 5,358 cases of COVID-19 in a day 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

5,358 new coronavirus cases have surfaced in the country over the last twenty-four hours, taking the total tally to 

160,118. These include 60,138 in Punjab, 59,983 in Sindh, 19,613 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 8,794 in Balochistan, 

9,637 in Islamabad, 1,213 in Gilgit-Baltistan and 740 in Azad Kashmir. Punjab remains the worst-hit province by the 

pandemic followed by Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. According to the latest figures by t.....view more 
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NAB following SOPs to stop virus spread Share: 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD - Chairman National Accountability Bureau Justice (R) Javed Iqbal chaired a meeting and reviewed 

devised comprehensive strategy regarding COVID-19. The meeting was told that the entry of visitors had already 

been banned at NAB Headquarters and all Regional offices on the direction of Chairman NAB. The meeting decided 

to ensure the attendance of NAB prosecutors in different NAB cases in Honorable Accountability Courts, Honorable 

Hig.....view more 

 

 

200 bed cardiology hospital in DG Khan to be completed in two years: Zartaj Gul 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD - Minister of State for Climate Change Zartaj Gul Wednesday said that 200 bed Cardiology hospital in 

Dera Ghazi Khan Khan would be completed in two years at the cost of Rs 4.28 billion. Participating in the budget 

debate in the National Assembly, she said that Rs 3 billion would be spent in the first phase for the construction of 

eight medical departments and other facilities over an area of 44 kanals in two years. “However .....view more 

 

 

Death toll nears 3,000 as 136 more die in a day 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD - A special meeting at the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC), chaired by the Minister 

for Planning Development Reforms and Special Initiatives Asad Umar, here on Wednesday was apprised about the 

situation of COVID-19 pandemic in the country and steps taken to contain it. The forum was briefed that over one 

million people are restricted under smart lockdown across the country after trace, test and quarantine (TTQ) 

Strateg.....view more 

 

 

Comprehensive policy in the offing to contain COVID-19 during Eid-ul-Azha: Ejaz Shah 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD - Minister for Interior Brig (Retd) Ejaz Ahmed Shah, on Wednesday, said the ministry was working out 

a comprehensive policy to contain the COVID-19 outbreak in the country during Eid-ul-Azha. He said this while 

chairing a meeting at the Ministry of Interior to review arrangements to be made for managing the risk of coronavirus 

outbreak during Eid-ul-Azha. Speaking on the occasion, the Interior Minister said: “Sacrifice of animals .....view more 

 

 

57 firms making Dexamethasone drug to treat corona 

Source: Rahul Basharat, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD - Around 57 pharmaceutical companies in the country are manufacturing the ‘Dexamethasone’, the 

medicine welcomed by the World Health Organization (WHO) for treatment of critically ill Corona virus (COVID-19) 

patients, The Nation learnt on Wednesday. Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Drugs Regulatory Authority of Pakistan 

(DRAP) Asim Rauf informed The Nation that the authority has started its work regarding ensuring availabi.....view 

more 
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China’s Covid-19 inactivated vaccine gets 100pc good results 

Source: INP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD - China’s COVID-19 inactivated vaccine gets 100 percent positive conversion rate, Gwadar Pro reported 

on Wednesday. The report says, all subjects of the coronavirus vaccine researched and developed by China’s Wuhan 

Institute of Biological Products have developed antibodies, with a 100 percent positive conversion rate. According to 

China’s state-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission.....view more 

 

 

Crowds witnessed in I-8 despite being corona hotspot 

Source: Kasim Abbasi, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD - SectorI-8, which is apparently a hotspot location for the spread of coronavirus in Islamabad- seems 

much relaxed and one can see constant outdoor activity and huge crowds in public places. Interestingly, with more 

people following the PPE formula, some are even seen without any masks or protective equipment. The picture taken 

by this correspondent shows Pakeeza Market of I-8/4 and one can see the que of parked cars and residents.....view 

more 

 

 

District admin directs pharmacies for uninterrupted supply of medicines 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

Islamabad - The District administration on Wednesday directed all pharmacies for the uninterrupted supply and 

availability of Dexamethasone medicine for the treatment of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) patients. The 

administration taking notice of the shortage of medicine directed all pharmacies not to provide the medicine without 

the prescription of the doctors. The notification issued by the administration said that the District Administrati.....view 

more 

 

 

Twin cities bus stands not following SOPs strictly 

Source: Mansoor Ali, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD - The majority of general bus stands in Islamabad and Rawalpindi are likely to cause troubles for the 

district administrations as very less number of people follow SOPs despite the strict warnings of the government. 

Besides the violation of SOPs, the transporters have also been involved in many other violations including 

overcharging and overloading which is completely against the conditions set between the government and 

transport.....view more 

 

 

Cuban response to coronavirus pandemic — I 

Source: DR MAQSUDUL HASAN NURI, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

Since the eruption in late 2019 in China of Coronavirus (re-named COVID-19) many developing countries’ healthcare 

system is strained to near-collapse. Creditably, China has succeeded in controlling and ‘flattening the curve’ of the 

virus, and, now Cuba, another socialist nation, has stepped in purposefully after invitations from many nations. Today, 

the Cuban health care ‘brigades’ are on ‘internationalist miss.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 pandemic; Advisory Council discusses regional, global situation 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: The Advisory Council on Foreign Affairs on Wednesday held deliberations on regional and global 

developments in the backdrop of the Covid-19 pandemic. It was the 13th session of the Council, chaired by Foreign 

Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi at the Foreign Office. Federal Minister for Planning and Development Asad Umar, 
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Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on National Security Division and Strategic Policy Planning Dr Moeed 

Y.....view more 

 

 

Tally of Covid-19 patients crosses 9,242 in capital 

Source: Fazal Sher, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: The tally of the Covid-19 patients crossed 9,242 in the federal capital on Wednesday after 385 new 

cases were reported from the various parts of the city. Following rapid increase in the number of coronavirus patients, 

the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Administration has sealed sectors I-8/3, I-8/4, I-10/1, and I-10/2, along with main 

markaz of sectors I-10 and I-8 in order to prevent community spread of the Covid-19 in the ar.....view more 

 

 

Jazz deposits Rs38m to PM’s Covid-19 Fund 

Source: Press Release, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

ISLAMABAD: Upholding its promise to support the government in the ongoing relief efforts, Jazz has deposited PKR 

38 million to the Prime Minister’s COVID-19 Relief Fund, said a press release issued on Wednesday. This is the 

second tranche of payments under the company’s Matching Grants programme, through which all donations made 

by subscribers and employees of Jazz to the relief fund were doubled. For this second round of do.....view more 

 

 

118, including GB minister, die in last 24 hours 

Source: M Anis And Agencies, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: The COVID-19 caseload in Pakistan on Thursday reached 162,973 with 5,358 new cases reported 

during last 24 hours, the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) said. Sharing the data, the centre said a 

total of 3,228 deaths had been reported with 118 reported during last 24 hours. A total of 59,215 patients have 

recovered and sent home. The centre said 982,012 tests had been conducted, with 31,500 tests conducted in the 

last 24 hou.....view more 

 

 

84 cops of Islamabad contract coronavirus 

Source: Our crime correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Islamabad : Inspector General of Police (IGP) Islamabad Muhammad Aamir Zulfiqar on Thursday said that 84 cops 

of the force had contracted coronavirus so far of which 25 got recovered and treatment of others was underway. He 

said that tests of 43 more cops had been conducted and all of them were quarantined. Islamabad police chief sent 

flowers bouquets and fruits to the cops under treatment and prayed for their safety and early recovery. The 

IGP.....view more 

 

 

Pakistan 13th with most corona infections 

Source: News Report, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has become the 13th country with most coronavirus cases in the world by reporting over 

163,189 infections and 3,165 deaths from the pandemic, according to latest reports. Pakistan has so far reported 

163,189 coronavirus cases, including 62,269 in Sindh, 60,138 in Punjab, 8,998 in Balochistan, 20,182 in KP, 9,637 

in Islamabad, 1,225 in Gilgit Baltistan and 740 in Azad Jammu and Kashmir. The coronavirus pandemic has killed 

453.....view more 
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Dexamethasone not to be sold without prescription 

Source: Shahina Maqbool, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: Prohibiting over-the-counter sale of Dexamethasone — a synthetic steroid which has shown to be 

effective in the treatment of critically ill Covid-19 patients requiring oxygen therapy or ventilation — the Ministry of 

Health Thursday announced that the drug will henceforth only be sold to customers holding a valid prescription issued 

by a registered medical practitioner. The decision has been taken in view of shortage of Dex.....view more 

 

 

‘Timely efforts eased COVID-19 impacts on remittances’ 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Finance Naveed Kamran Baloch on Thursday said timely action and coordinated efforts by 

the government and the country’s banks helped restrict the adverse impacts of COVID-19 on the flow of remittances 

into Pakistan. Remittances to Pakistan declined 4.3 percent year-on–year during March–May period of the year 2020 

compared with World Bank’s forecast of 23 percent for 2020. “The decline in case o.....view more 

 

 

Triple threat: Pakistan’s mango growers face a sticky season 

Source: Monitoring Desk, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: A combination of a coronavirus-spurred trade slowdown, locust attacks and odd weather have created 

a nightmare year for growers and exporters of Pakistani mangoes, with both production and demand plummeting this 

year, Thomson Reuters Foundation reported on Thursday.Domestic and international markets for the sought-after 

sweet seasonal fruit have been hit as harvests and exports have dropped by at least a quarter, they noted. .....view 

more 

 

 

LIVE: Pakistan reports fifth consecutive day decline in cases as COVID-19 tally reaches 165,062 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD / KARACHI / PESHAWAR / LAHORE / QUETTA / MUZAFFARABAD: The novel coronavirus emerged 

in the central China city of Wuhan towards the end of last year and proliferated to almost the whole world within a 

couple of months. It’s not the virulence or fatality, but the infectivity of the new virus – also known as SARS-CoV-2 – 

that has set off a global frenzy. The Covid-19 respiratory illness caused by this mysterious co.....view more 

 

 

WWF for urgent action against conditions rife for next pandemic 

Source: Zahid Baig, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE: While the world continues to grapple with the devastating consequences of Covid-19, the WWF is calling 

for urgent global action to address the key drivers it has identified which will cause future zoonotic disease outbreaks. 

In a new report ‘Covid-19: an urgent call to protect people and nature’, the WWF says that the environmental factors 

driving the emergence of zoonotic diseases are the trade and consumption of high-ri.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19;Capital records 395 new cases, 4 deaths 

Source: Sardar Sikander Shaheen, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: Almost 400 confirmed Covid-19 cases and four deaths were reported in the federal capital on Thursday. 

Confirmed cases in the federal capital have now reached 9,637 and total deaths due to Covid-19, 94. Earlier on 

Wednesday, the number of confirmed Covid-19 cases in Islamabad was recorded at 9,242 with a total of 90 deaths, 

which jumped to 9,637 on Thursday, showing an increase of 395 cases in 24 hours. According to offic.....view more 
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Confirmed COVID-19 cases surge to 165,062 in Pakistan 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

Pakistan on Friday has confirmed 136 deaths, joint-highest count in a single day, by novel coronavirus as the number 

of positive cases has surged to 165,062. The nationwide tally of fatalities has jumped to 3,229. According to the latest 

figures by the National Command and Operation Center (NCOC), 4,944 persons have been tested positive for COVID-

19 in 24 hours. Sindh has become the worst-hit province by the pandemic in terms of cases follo.....view more 

 

 

PM calls for focussed efforts to arrest Covid-19 

Source: Tahir Niaz, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD - Prime Minister Imran Khan was on Thursday briefed on the steps taken so far regarding curtailing the 

spread of COVID-19 across the country. The briefing was given to him during his visit to the National Command and 

Operation Centre (NCOC) here. Army Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa was present at the occasion. Apart from 

the federal ministers, Prime Minister AJK, Chief Minister Punjab, Chief Minister Sindh, Chief Minister Khyber-.....view 

more 

 

 

Blood type could determine COVID-19 risk: Study 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD - A genetic analysis of COVID-19 patients suggests that blood type might influence whether someone 

develops severe disease. Scientists who compared the genes of thousands of patients in Europe found that those 

who had type “A” blood were more likely to have severe disease while those with type ‘O” were less likely. “Most of 

us discounted it because it was a very crude study,” Dr Parameswar Hari,.....view more 

 

 

Providing oxygen-beds to provinces top priority: NCOC 

Source: Tahir Niaz, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD - Planning Minister Asad Umar has stressed the need for joint efforts of the nation to face the challenge 

of COVID-19 pandemic. Briefing media after the meeting of National Command and Control Centre (NCOC) on 

Thursday, flanked by Information Minister Shibli Faraz, Asad Umar said that the federal and provincial governments 

were jointly working to cope with the pandemic. He said the federal government was extending its full support .....view 

more 

 

 

DSC reviews Tiger Force’s performance 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

KHANEWAL - In a view to make CoronaTiger Forceas model force, DC Agha Zaheer Abbas Sherazi summoned 

District Steering Committee meeting to review its performance and modus operandi chalked out against coronavirus 

here Thursday. Presiding over the meeting, DC instructed steering committee members to improve capacity of 

registered employees ofTiger Forceremarkably. District President PTI Mehr Imran Parvez, ADCG, Assistant 

Commissioner and other mem.....view more 

 

 

Timely action aids Pakistan mitigate COVID-19 impact on home remittances 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD - Secretary Finance Naveed Kamran Baloch stated that a timely action and coordinated efforts by the 

government and the country’s banks helped restrict the adverse impacts of COVID-19 on flow of remittances to 

Pakistan as remittances to Pakistan declined by 4.3 per cent on annual basis during March – May 2020 compared 

with World Bank’s forecast of 23 per cent for 2020. “The decline in case of Bangladesh is 16.....view more 
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Availability of drugs, beds in hospitals ordered 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan on Thursday directed the federal and provincial authorities to take all 

possible steps for controlling the novel coronavirus and ensure availability of medicines, oxygen and beds in hospitals. 

He called for complete unity among the masses to fight an unusual and ominous challenge facing the country and for 

protection of the elderly and sick, especially those suffering from heart-related diseases and diabetes......view more 

 

 

PM calls for steps to restore educational activities 

Source: Syed Irfan Raza, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: In a move aimed at saving the education system from further disruption amid the coronavirus crisis, 

Prime Minister Imran Khan directed the authorities concerned on Thursday to thrash out a strategy to restore 

academic activities in the country in consultation with provincial governments. “Formulate a joint strategy in 

collaboration with the provincial education ministers regarding the future teaching process,” the prime mi.....view 

more 

 

 

AIIB approves $500m loan for Pakistan’s Covid-19 response 

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) has approved a $500 million loan to help Pakistan 

effectively manage the Covid-19 outbreak and reduce its immediate social and economic impacts. In statement, the 

board of directors of the Beijing-based lending agency said the loan under Covid-10 Active Response and Expenditure 

Support (CARES) programme was a quick disbursing window with a total allocation of $5-10 billion created by 

the.....view more 

 

 

Doctors demand security, inquiry into NICVD shooting incident 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

KARACHI: Condemning the incident in which an individual opened fire at a National Institute of Cardiovascular 

Diseases (NICVD) doctor the other day, the Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) representatives at a press 

conference organised on Thursday demanded that the government institute a high-level inquiry into the incident, 

provide adequate protection to healthcare professionals and award exemplary punishment to the man involved in the 

“he.....view more 

 

 

Second Pims staffer dies of Covid-19 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: A second Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims) employee died of Covid-19 on Thursday. Izharul 

Haq, known amongst his colleagues as Izhar Chacha, was a senior ear, nose and throat (ENT) dresser and had been 

working at Pims since the early 1990s. Pims Joint Executive Director Minhajus Siraj said he was admitted to the 

hospital on June 15 in critical condition, and placed on a ventilator the same day. He died on Thursday 

morning.....view more 
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Capital reports more positive cases 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: The number of confirmed cases of Covid-19 in the capital rose to 9,637 on Thursday while the death 

toll stood at 95. Officials from the capital administration said one more patient died in the capital while 395 people 

tested positive. The deceased was a resident of Khanna and died at the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims). 

As many as 38 cases were reported from Lohi Bher, 24 from G-9, 23 from I-8, 19 from G-10, 18 each fr.....view more 

 

 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Smart lockdown ordered in four areas of Peshawar 

Source: Javed Aziz Khan, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

PESHAWAR: A smart lockdown has been ordered in four localities of the provincial capital with the direction to ensure 

controlled entry and exit to avoid the spread of coronavirus. Interestingly, these localities include those on the 

University Road and Charsadda Road and Danishabad and Hayatabad and not the crowded suburbs or the congested 

inner-city places like Saddar and Nauthia. According to a notification by the deputy commissioner, the cont.....view 

more 

 

 

Governor named patron-in-chief of plasma donation campaign 

Source: Bureau Report, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

PESHAWAR: Governor Shah Farman has lauded the Insaf Doctors Forum (IDF) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for launching 

a plasma donation campaign to save lives of coronavirus patients. A delegation of the Insaf Doctors Forum called on 

Shah Farman at the Governor’s House on Monday. The forum also nominated the governor as patron-in-chief of its 

newly started Covid-19 & plasma donation campaign in the province. The forum briefed the governor about th.....view 

more 

 

 

Children continue to suffer amid K-P lockdown 

Source: Wisal Yousafzai, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

PESHAWAR: As quarantines and lockdowns become the new norm in the struggle to control the novel coronavirus, 

most parents are afraid to let their children step outside, even for a short period. Young and old alike, all feel the 

impact of self-imposed confinement. In Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P), Roamisa Khan feels she is serving a prison 

sentence. The seven-year-old now has nothing left on her to-do-list. “I’m done watching cartoon.....view more 

 

 

Students in various districts protest online classes 

Source: Dawn Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

PESHAWAR: Students in various districts on Monday protested the online classes and demanded of the Higher 

Education Commission to review the decision. A protest was held outside the Peshawar Press Club, where the 

students held banners and placards, demanding of the HEC to promote the BS students on the pattern of SSC and 

intermediate classes. The protestors were led by Pakhtun Students Federation (PkSF), Islamia College University 

(unit) genera.....view more 

 

 

KP records death of 32 Covid-19 patients in single day 

Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa recorded 32 deaths from coronavirus on Monday, the highest number since the 

onset of the pandemic in single day, raising the province-wide fatalities due to the infection to 707. The province 
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diagnosed 459 more patients, taking overall cases to 18,472, according to health department report. The case fatality 

rate (CFR) in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is 3.82 per cent, higher than the 1.88 per cent nationwide. The CFR is much 

.....view more 

 

 

Lockdown enforced in virus-hit areas of several districts in KP 

Source: Dawn Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

MINGORA: Owing to increasing number of Covid-19 cases smart lockdown was imposed in certain areas of various 

districts on Tuesday. In Swat, the district administration sealed 11 union councils after imposing smart lockdown in 

view of the increasing number of cases. The step was taken after the National Command and Operation Centre 

(NCOC) issued a list of about 20 cities declared as the worst-hit by coronavirus, including Swat. “We have s.....view 

more 

 

 

Volunteers start disinfectant spray in two Swabi UCs 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

SWABI: Volunteers on Tuesday started disinfecting Chiknoda and Saleem Khan union councils of Swabi district with 

the help of locals to protect the people from coronavirus. The volunteers said that they had also started educating 

people to keep their areas clean. They said they had chalked out a plan in that regard, adding they had no political 

objective. Abdus Salam Advocate, who led the volunteers, said the people of the two union councils wel.....view more 

 

 

Six areas placed under lockdown in Abbottabad 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

ABBOTTABAD: The administration sealed six areas of Abbottabad district on Tuesday to contain the spread of 

coronavirus. A notification said the six areas would be under “smart lockdown” from till further orders to protect the 

people from the fast-travelling Covid-19. The areas will be Qalandarabad, Jhangi Seydan (Jhangi), Kehal (urban), 

Narian (near Uma Masjid), Nathiagali (Malach village), PMA Road near Gosht Mandi. The exemption wil.....view 

more 

 

 

Smart lockdown in three more areas of Peshawar 

Source: Javed Aziz Khan, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

PESHAWAR: Three more localities were locked down in the provincial capital on Tuesday thereby increasing the 

restricted areas in the city to seven to prevent the spread of coronavirus. Besides, 317 units were sealed in Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa while 1,156 other were fined for not following the standard operating procedures (SOPs). According to 

a notification issued by the Peshawar district administration, the localities around Shinwari Town on the Ri.....view 

more 

 

 

Four localities sealed in Haripur 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

HARIPUR: The district administration on Tuesday decided to impose smart lock down in four different localities of city 

following a sudden surge in corona positive cases. According to a notification issued from the office of DC Haripur, 

the street No 9 and 20 of the TIP Housing Society have reported 33 cases during a single day on Tuesday while 

Muhallah Soha and Mochi Bazaar area recorded 32 new cases and the localities of Muhallah Mumaheeya 

Chow.....view more 
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Localities sealed in Mansehra 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

MANSEHRA: The district administration has announced to seal various localities in Mansehra district wherefrom the 

overwhelming Covid-19 cases were being reported at least two consecutive weeks. “We have decided to impose the 

smart lockdown in various such localities of Mansehra, Balakot and Oghi tehsils wherefrom the influx of Covid-19 

cases is much higher comparatively with rest of the district,” Aurangzeb Haider Khan, the deputy co.....view more 

 

 

Three more Khyber journalists test positive for Covid-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

LANDIKOTAL: Three more journalists in newly merged Khyber district tested positive for coronavirus, healthcare 

officials confirmed on Tuesday. The number of coronavirus infected media persons in Khyber has now risen to six. 

Health officials in Khyber said the three journalists who tested positive were from Landikotal and Jamrud. The 

journalists included Mian Jan Afridi and Lal Zameer Afridi who are working for print media and Qazi Fazlullah, 

cor.....view more 

 

 

Official for strict measures to contain Covid-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

BAKHELA: The officials of district administration and various departments held a crucial meeting after Malakand 

joined the list of most affected district by the fatal coronavirus in the country. Chairing the meeting of officials of district 

administration, health department and traders and shopkeepers, Deputy Commissioner Rehan Khattak announced 

strict policy to contain the viral disease in the area. He directed the officials concerned to implem.....view more 

 

 

Govt urged to ensure internet facility in Upper Chitral 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

MASTUJ: The elders of Mastuj, Yakhoon and Laspur valleys on Tuesday urged the government to ensure availability 

of internet in the area to save the future of hundreds of students. “The government has started online classes due to 

closure of schools and colleges in the wake of Covid-19 pandemic. However, the students belonging to Upper Chitral 

have been deprived of the facility due to non-availability of internet,” Gulzar Shah tol.....view more 

 

 

Official for strict measures to contain Covid-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

BAKHELA: The officials of district administration and various departments held a crucial meeting after Malakand 

joined the list of most affected district by the fatal coronavirus in the country. Chairing the meeting of officials of district 

administration, health department and traders and shopkeepers, Deputy Commissioner Rehan Khattak announced 

strict policy to contain the viral disease in the area. He directed the officials concerned to implem.....view more 

 

 

K-P pleads for plasma donations 

Source: Umer Farooq, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

PESHAWAR: In the fight against novel coronavirus, passive immunisation appears to be the most potent weapon. 

But the clinical trial, which entirely depends on the blood plasma by survivors of the Covid-19 virus, cannot help 

patients without donors. While Sindh appears to be leading in the clinical trial, patients in Khyber Pakhtunkwa (K-P) 

are struggling to find a donor. According to details available with The Express Tribune, the province .....view more 

 

 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/666931-tax-department-seeks-powers-to-reopen-up-to-10-year-old-caseshttps:/www.thenews.com.pk/print/673702-localities-sealed-in-mansehra
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=131988
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/673713-three-more-khyber-journalists-test-positive-for-covid-19
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=131994
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/673711-official-for-strict-measures-to-contain-covid-19
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=131996
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/673706-govt-urged-to-ensure-internet-facility-in-upper-chitral
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=131998
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/673711-official-for-strict-measures-to-contain-covid-19
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=131999
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2244231/1-k-p-pleads-plasma-donations/
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132004


 
 

COVID _19 E-Newsletter: Vol. 1, No. 17, Issue: June 16-19, 2020 Page 29 
 

District administration distributes face masks among tribesmen 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

SOUTH WAZIRISTAN - The district administration here on Tuesday distributed face masks among tribesmen of 

tehsils Sararogha and Makeen to protect them from the coronavirus. The masks were distributed by the officials of 

district administration and corona Tiger Force on the directives of Deputy Commissioner South Waziristan 

Hameedullah Khan. People were sensitized on applying hand sanitizers, regular hand washing and keeping social 

distancing to co.....view more 

 

 

Smart lockdowns imposed in areas of Peshawar, Swat 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

PESHAWAR - Some areas of the provincial capital and Swat district were put under smart lockdown on Tuesday in 

the wake of surge in cases of coronavirus infection. A notification, issued from the office of Deputy Commissioner, 

Peshawar, Muhammad Ali Asghar on Tuesday, said that smart lockdown had been imposed in Ashrafia Colony, 

Chinar Road, University Town, Danishabad and Sector E-Two Phase-1 Hayatabad. After the lockdown takes effect, 

all e.....view more 

 

 

DG health transferred as 24 more die of Covid-19 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

PESHAWAR: The government transferred Director General Health Services Dr Tahir Nadeem Khan amid Covid-19 

pandemic, which killed 24 more people including a senior doctor on Wednesday, raising the province-wide tally of 

deaths to 755. A health department report said that of the people, who died of Covid-19, nine belonged to Peshawar, 

eight to Swat, two to Abbottabad and one each to Khyber, Mardan, Swabi, Malakand and Battagram. In Battagram, 

a se.....view more 

 

 

950 high dependency beds to be provided to hospitals 

Source: Bureau Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government with the assistance of National Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA) is adding about 950 high dependency beds to the health system to ensure effective management of critically-

ill Covid-19 patients. A statement said that a meeting held here with Chief Minister Mahmoof Khan in the chair was 

told in the first phase 478 high dependency beds would be added to the existing capacity by the end of the 

current.....view more 

 

 

Varsity teachers threaten to boycott online classes 

Source: Bureau Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

PESHAWAR: Federation of All Pakistan Universities Academic Staff Associations (FAPUASA), a representative body 

of public sector universities faculty, has demanded increase in salaries and other allowances of its members till Jun 

30 failing which it would start boycott of online classes. According to a statement issued here on Wednesday, the 

decision to boycott the online classes was made in a video conference of executive council of FAPUASA. Th.....view 

more 

 

 

Surge in Covid-19 deaths triggers panic among Swat people 

Source: Fazal Khaliq, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

SWAT: Surge in the number of deaths of Covid-19 patients during the last six days has triggered fear among the 

people in Swat. According to the district health office, about 18 patients of Covid-19 died in Saidu Group of Teaching 
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Hospital during the last six days, taking the death toll to 72 in the district. About 230 positive cases have been 

registered during the same period, making the total number of cases in the district 1,841. Swat is one .....view more 

 

 

Dealing with Covid-19: CM Mahmood Khan says KP govt enhancing hospitals capacity 

Source: Bureau Report, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government in collaboration with National Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA) is taking steps to enhance the capacities of the public sector hospitals to effectively deal with the coronavirus 

pandemic. An official handout said this was revealed in a meeting chaired by Chief Minister Mahmood Khan to review 

the progress on the capacity expansion plan of public sector hospitals with regard to the prevailing .....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 tests to begin in Timergara hospital in four days 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

TIMERGARA: Covid-19 tests would begin in Timergara Teaching Hospital within the next four days, said an official 

on Wednesday. Speaking to reporters, Additional Director of the Public Health Reference Lab at Khyber Medical 

University (KMU) Peshawar, associate professor Dr Asif Ali, said that major equipment of polymerase chain reaction 

(PCR) had been installed in Dir Public Health Laboratory. Dr Asif Ali claimed that Dir Public Health La.....view more 

 

 

Three more die of coronavirus in Mardan 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

MARDAN: Three more people died of coronavirus in the district on Wednesday, raising the casualties to 45 so far. 

Also, another 19 more people tested positive for coronavirus in district, taking the number of patients to 867, health 

department said. Meanwhile, the district administration continued crackdown against the shopkeepers, petrol pumps, 

a press release said on Wednesday. The district administration checked 601 shops, arrested 7 people fo.....view 

more 

 

 

Smart lockdown in Peshawar extended to 9 places 

Source: Javed Aziz Khan, The News, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

PESHAWAR: Nine localities in the provincial capital have been placed under smart lockdown after entry to two more 

places was restricted on Wednesday to prevent the spread of coronavirus. According to a notification issued by the 

district administration on Wednesday, the two new localities placed under specific lockdown are Gulbahar No 4 and 

it’s vicinity as well as Kohi village in Hassankhel sub-division in south of Peshawar. Gulbahar is a.....view more 

 

 

Senior doctor infected with corona 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

Sources at the Government City Hospital said that Dr Ibrahim Iqbal had been suffering from fever and cough for the 

last few days. His swab was sent to laboratory for corona test, which was reported positive. He was quarantined at 

his home in Mohammadkhel and swab of his entire family was taken. On the other hand, one Abdul Akbar, a retired 

teacher, died of pulmonary problem at the Hayatabad Medical Complex on Sunday where the doctors confirmed 

th.....view more 
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KP chief secretary directs strict action against COVID-19 SOPs violators 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

PESHAWAR - Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Secretary Dr Kazim Niaz here Wednesday directed authorities concerned 

to take strict measures against violators of standard operating procedures (SOPs) notified by government to control 

COVID-19. According to a detailed report submitted at Provincial Management Unit at Chief Secretary Office, 21,274 

raids were conducted in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa today out of which warning was issued to 5,420 people besides 

imp.....view more 

 

 

Covid drug disappears from Peshawar market 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar district administration on Thursday banned sale of the steroid drug dexamethasone 

without a doctor’s prescription. The district administration issued these directives to ensure availability of the vital life-

saving drug across the provincial capital. A statement issued in this regard said the decision was aimed at averting 

possible hoarding of the drug because hoarders would try to stockpile it. .....view more 

 

 

Five Khyber areas put under smart lockdown 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

PESHAWAR: The Khyber administration on Thursday placed five localities of the district Khyber under a smart 

lockdown to contain the spread of the coronavirus. The deputy commissioner of Khyber issued a notification saying 

that in view of the rapid rise in coronavirus cases, Zerghoon Station, Wali Muhammad Kalley of Landi Kotal, Tedi 

Bazaar, Sheen Tang of Jamrud and Bar-Qamber Khel, Bara areas of district Khyber had been put under smart 

lockd.....view more 

 

 

Smart lockdown imposed 

Source: Dawn Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

MALAKAND: Deputy Commissioner Rehan Khattak has said that main purpose of the smart lockdown is to save 

healthy people from coronavirus pandemic. During a visit to the locked down localities Khar and Dheri Jolgram in 

Batkhela on Thursday, he asked Levies Force to strictly follow all the standing operating procedures (SOPs) and deny 

entry of all outsiders and tourists to the notified areas. The deputy commissioner reviewed deployment of Levies 

F.....view more 

 

 

12 firms allowed to manufacture drug for Covid-19 patients 

Source: Ashfaq Yusufzai, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

PESHAWAR: Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan has allowed 12 companies to manufacture injection ‘Remdesivir’ 

for the treatment of Covid-19 patients following shortage of injection ‘Actemra’ in the market, according to officials. 

They said that a meeting of Registration Board of DRAP held from June 8 to June 11 allowed 12 firms to manufacture 

Remdesivir in liquid and powder form for the treatment of Covid-19 patients in .....view more 

 

 

‘Smokers highly vulnerable to coronavirus’ 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ABBOTTABAD: Smokers are more vulnerable to coronavirus than non-smokers as regular smoking damages 

defence cells in the respiratory tract, said a medical researcher here on Thursday. Dr Ayub Jadoon,assistant professor 

of immunology and microbiology in Abbottabad University of Science and Technology, told reporters about his 
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research on the matter and said chemicals such as nicotine were highly toxic to the cilia. “Cilia actually are hair-

l.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 test report must for entry to PA 

Source: Bureau Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

PESHAWAR: Lawmakers and employees of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly are required to produce the reports 

of their Covid-19 tests before participating in the budget session, which is scheduled to be held today (Friday) at 3pm. 

Deputy Speaker Mahmood Jan will chair the budget session in the absence of Speaker Mushtaq Ahmad Ghani, who 

recently tested positive for coronavirus. Speaker Ghani has isolated himself after testing positive. Deputy 

Speak.....view more 

 

 

ANP leader among 18 killed by coronavirus 

Source: Bureau Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

PESHAWAR: Death toll due to Covid-19 infection reached 773 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as 18 more, including a leader 

of Awami National Party, fell prey to the pandemic on Thursday amid efforts by health department to dedicate newly-

built Peshawar Institute of Cardiology and Institute of Hepatology for the critical-ill coronavirus patients. ANP vice 

president and former MPA Khalil Abbas Khattak passed away due to the infection in Islamabad-based hospi.....view 

more 

 

 

Punjab 

Budget 2020-21: Rs56bn tax relief for small businesses in Punjab budget 

Source: Nasir Jamal, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

LAHORE: Facing an uncertain income stream amid surging number of Covid-19 infections and deaths across Punjab, 

the Usman Buzdar government’s Rs2,240.7bn budget for the next financial year announced on Monday proposed to 

modestly increase development and current spending, including coronavirus-related expenditure of Rs50bn, give 

significant tax relief of Rs56bn to small businesses affected by the pandemic outbreak, encourage digitisation 

and.....view more 

 

 

Another eight die of COVID-19 in twin cities 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Rawalpindi:The coronavirus illness, COVID-19 has been continuously haunting population in the twin cities of 

Islamabad and Rawalpindi with an ever-increasing intensity as in last three days, almost every 7th patient tested 

positive for the disease from Pakistan is a resident of the twin cities. In last three days, as many as 2,083 patients 

have been tested positive from the twin cities where as Islamabad is reporting the highest number of cases .....view 

more 

 

 

11 arrested for violating SOPs 

Source: APP, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Rawalpindi: Rawalpindi Police have arrested 11 persons over violations of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 

and preventive measures announced by the Punjab government to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. According 

to a police spokesman, Airport and Waris Khan Police on the directives of City Police Officer (CPO) Rawalpindi 

Muhammad Ahsan Younas conducted raids in different areas in their jurisdiction to check implementation of SOPs 

issue.....view more 
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Man also dies from corona after wife’s death 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

TOBA TEK SINGH: After the death of a woman due to coronavirus at Gojra’s Javed Colony two days ago, her husband 

also died due to Covid-19 on Monday. Musaddiq Chohan, 65, and his wife tested corona positive three days ago. 

Meanwhile, two doctors of Pirmahal, Dr Muhammad Zaman and Dr Rida Fatima, after tested corona positive had 

been quarantined at their homes. Dr Rida’s brother Usman and father Mushtaq had also been quarantined in 

th.....view more 

 

 

Four more doctors test corona positive in Multan 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

MULTAN: Four doctors and all family members of 10 doctors serving at the Nishtar Hospital tested corona positive 

here on Monday. All the infected persons had been shifted to the isolation ward. The doctors tested corona positive 

were Dr Tahir Fateh Shah, Dr Mansoor, Dr Rashid and Dr Sikandar. The doctors were performing 12 hours duty due 

to shortage of doctors in the wards. The Pakistan Medical Association and civil society paid rich tribute to .....view 

more 

 

 

GCWU adopts e-learning to reduce academic disruption due to COVID-19 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

FAISALABAD - Government College Women University (GCWU) Faisalabad has vigorously worked on its faculty 

development programme through series of training sessions on E-Learning pedagogy and development of quality 

education material to run online classes smoothly and successfully. Right after the regular classes were suspended 

due to the pandemic of the COVID 19, the Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Robina Farooq started strenuous efforts to 

minimize the ac.....view more 

 

 

4 die of COVID-19 in Pindi 

Source: Israr Ahmad , The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

Rawalpindi - Four persons died of novel coronavirus in different parts of city here on Monday. Meanwhile, another 

officer of Rawalpindi police tested positive for COVID-19 and quarantined in his house. According to details, 

SubhanShafique son of Muhammad Shafique, hailing from DhokeMuqadam, died because of coronavirus at a hospital 

in the city. The dead body was moved to his native town for burial as per SOPs of the government. Another 

patie.....view more 

 

 

Govt spends Rs25b to deal with coronavirus pandemic: CM 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

LAHORE - Chief Minister Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar chaired provincial parliamentary party meeting at 90-SQA 

here on Monday. Addressing the participants, the CM stated that 2020 is an unusual year due to COVID-19 outbreak 

and Punjab government had to take emergency steps to deal with the pandemic. As many as 54,138 persons have 

been affected in Punjab while around 17,000 patients have been recovered, he added. He continued that three lakh 

an.....view more 
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Three private hospitals allocated 450 free beds for COVID-19 patients 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

LAHORE - On the appeal of University of Health Sciences’ (UHS) Vice-Chancellor Prof Javed Akram, three private 

sector teaching hospitals of the city have allocated 450 beds for free treatment of coronavirus patients. Prof Javed 

Akram on Monday inaugurated corona wards in the teaching hospitals attached with Central Park Medical College, 

University College of Medicine and Dentistry, University of Lahore, and Pak Red Crescent Medical C.....view more 

 

 

11 arrested for violating coronavirus SOPs 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

RAWALPINDI - Rawalpindi Police have arrested 11 persons over violations of Standard Operating Procedures 

(SOPs) announced by the Punjab government to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. According to a police 

spokesman, Airport and Waris Khan police, on the directives of City Police Officer (CPO) Rawalpindi, Muhammad 

Ahsan Younas conducted raids in different areas in their jurisdiction to check implementation on SOPs as issued by 

the Punjab gov.....view more 

 

 

32 Lahore localities to face ‘smart lockdown’ 

Source: Asif Chaudhry, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

LAHORE: As many as 32 localities/hotspots for Covid-19 have been finalised for ‘smart lockdown’ in the provincial 

capital following presence of huge number of confirmed cases of the virus. As many as 34,000 families of these areas 

[27,152 houses, total population 104,946] will be restricted to their homes and the lockdown will be implemented from 

tonight (Tuesday) night. The decision was taken in a meeting held late on Monday night......view more 

 

 

62 die of Covid in Punjab; Lahore takes the brunt of it 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

LAHORE: The death toll of the Covid-19 in Punjab crossed the figure of 1,000 after record 62 more patients died of 

the virus across the province during the last 24 hours. The most disturbing situation is being witnessed in Lahore, 

which has reported 50 of 62 deaths. The newly reported deaths were double in number compared to 31 officially 

recorded in Punjab on Sunday. According to the updates, the death toll due to the virus in Punjab has reac.....view 

more 

 

 

Budget 2020-21: Rs56 billion tax relief for corona-hit businesses 

Source: Nasir Jamal, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

LAHORE: The Punjab government has given significant tax relief of Rs56 billion to the businesses hit adversely by 

the Covid-19 pandemic to save jobs and ensure that such enterprises continued to operate. Additionally, the tax cuts 

and rebates for taxpayers announced in the 2020-21 budget aim at digitising the economy, ease of doing business, 

documentation of certain sectors of the economy and promotion of construction and tourism industries. At .....view 

more 

 

 

Drap reply sought over high prices of Covid drugs 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court on Monday sought a reply from the Drug Regulatory Authority Pakistan (Drap) on 

a petition challenging the sale of surgical masks, temperature guns, plasma and lifesaving drugs at exorbitant prices 

during the coronavirus pandemic. Judicial Activism Panel’s Chairman Advocate Azhar Siddique filed the petition 
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pleading that coronavirus had been spreading rapidly in the country but the prices of masks and other nec.....view 

more 

 

 

Restaurants, shops sealed for violating SOPs 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

TAXILA: The district administration sealed several restaurants and shops in various parts of Attock, that were in 

violation of Covid-19 standard operating procedures (SOPs). Deputy Commissioner Ali Annan Qammar along with 

other officials visited Fatehjang and found out that several restaurants were in violation of government instructions of 

maintaining social distancing and there was no implementation of Covid-19 SOPs in these spots. Administra.....view 

more 

 

 

35 doctors in the dock for refusing to treat virus patients 

Source: Asif Chaudhry, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE: The Mayo Hospital has sent a complaint against its 35 doctors to the Punjab health department seeking 

action against them over their refusal to attend to Covid-19 patients. The action was proposed against the medics of 

the neurology and the dermatology departments of the hospital. Among them are senior registrars, registrars, medical 

officers, principal medical officers, postgraduate trainees and house officers. The teaching institute ha.....view more 

 

 

PIA changes check-in time due to screening of passengers 

Source: Mohammad Asghar, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

RAWALPINDI: Keeping in view the time-consuming process of the screening of passengers for symptoms of 

coronavirus and the time required for security clearance at airports, the Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) has 

decided to change the check-in time of flights so that delays in their departure and inconvenience to passengers could 

be avoided. PIA spokesperson Abdullah Hafeez said on Tuesday that the national flag carrier had changed the 

chec.....view more 

 

 

Medics don’t see benefits of lockdown after spike in infections 

Source: Saleem Mubarak, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

FAISALABAD: Doctor associations are of the view that opting for ‘smart lockdown’ at this stage when almost every 

house has someone with symptoms of Covid-19, will be a little bit fruitful. “When we have been raising a hue and cry 

and urging the government against easing the lockdown in Ramazan, nobody paid heed to our repeated requests,” 

says Dr Maroof Vaince, patron of the Young Doctors Association (YDA). He says now th.....view more 

 

 

Webinar on education, research projects 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE:Speakers at a webinar organised by the Lahore College for Women University (LCWU) say the coronavirus 

pandemic is an opportunity for integrated research. The webinar titled “Post pandemic higher education research, 

reshaping strategies and policies” was chaired by LCWU Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Bushra Mirza here on Tuesday. 

Speakers included Dr Najla Bouden from Tunisia, Prof Dr Khalid Iqbal from the United States, Prof Dr Muni.....view 

more 
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Covid deaths, new cases continue surfacing in districts 

Source: Dawn Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

MULTAN: Seven people died from coronavirus complications in Nishtar Hospital on Monday and Tuesday. According 

to official data, 105 people have lost their lives in the hospital because of Covid-19 issues. There are 80 patients 

under treatment in six isolation wards of the hospital, of which nine are on ventilators. As many as 39 coronavirus 

suspected patients are also being treated at the hospital. Young Nurses Association General Secretary Sa.....view 

more 

 

 

Field hospital for Covid patients closed down 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

SIALKOT: The district administration has closed down the Corona Field Hospital just after one and half months of its 

establishment due to alleged mismanagement by the health department, which failed to arrange doctors, paramedics 

and other basic facilities, especially oxygen cylinders, for coronavirus patients at the field hospital. The Sialkot district 

administration established the field hospital at Sialkot Hockey Stadium by spending millions .....view more 

 

 

‘Smart lockdown’ imposed on seven cities in Punjab 

Source: Dawn Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE: As per directions from the National Command and Operations Center (NCOC) on Tuesday, the Punjab 

government decided to partially impose ‘smart lockdown’ on seven of its major cities – Lahore, Rawalpindi, 

Faisalabad, Multan, Gujranwala, Sialkot, and Gujrat – to arrest sharp increase in infections. Lockdown in Lahore 

started immediately (Tuesday midnight) whereas other six cities will follow the suit by Wednesday (to.....view more 

 

 

District admin planning to seal 22 localities in Pindi 

Source: Aamir Yasin, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

RAWALPINDI: The district administration on Tuesday prepared a plan to lockdown 22 localities, including 15 in the 

city and seven in the cantonment areas tomorrow (Thursday) after Rawalpindi reported 4,482 Covid-19 cases and 

197 deaths in the last three months. According to Punjab’s official figures, 1,090 people tested positive for Covid-19 

and 67 patients died in Rawalpindi district on Tuesday. Deputy Commissioner retired Capt Anwarul Ha.....view more 

 

 

Taxila records more positive cases 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

TAXILA: As many as 21 new positive cases were detected in Taxila on Tuesday in which six patients belonged to a 

same family who get infected from already positive patients while three other also belongs to same family get infected 

from their positive family member. Deputy district officer health Dr Sara Qadeer confirmed the spike of coronavirus 

cases in Taxila as the tally rose to 309 on Tuesday. She said out of the 21 positive patients 14 belon.....view more 

 

 

Rawalpindi cop dies from corona 

Source: Our crime correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Rawalpindi: Inspector Yaseen Ahmed of Rawalindi Police died of Coronavirus pandemic on Monday night. He was 

tested positive with Covid-19 few days back and was quarantined and under treatment at Rawalpindi Institute of 

Urology (RIU). CPO Rawalpindi DIG Muhammad Ahsan Younas and Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) Rawalpindi Syed Ali 

Akbar receiving of sad demise of Inspector Yaseen reached at RIU and also held meeting with the family of Inspector 

Yaseen.....view more 
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Smart lockdown imposed on 21 areas 

Source: Ali Raza, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE:District administration has started implementing a smart lockdown or mini-curfew in 61 streets, blocks of 21 

localities of the provincial metropolis here Tuesday. Officials said the decision was taken due to rising corona cases 

and lethargic attitude of the citizens who were not following the SOPs of social distancing, hand sanitization and hand-

washing. The smart lockdown started from Ram Nagar, Islampura where Islam Street was sealed w.....view more 

 

 

3,000 cops deployed to ensure lockdown 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE: CCPO Lahore has said keeping in view number of corona cases lockdowns have been be carried out at 

32 different places in certain areas of the city. More than 3,000 police personnel have been deployed in the areas 

under lockdown. Policemen will be on duty with masks, PPE kits, gloves and sanitizers. He said lockdown has been 

imposed for the safety, health and welfare of the citizens. There will be lockdowns at five locations in Cit.....view more 

 

 

PHC freezes private hospitals charges for virus patients 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE:The Punjab Healthcare Commission on Tuesday frozen private hospital charges of February 2020 for 

treating the Covid-19 patients, and directed the healthcare establishments to display the rates at their premises. As 

per a letter issued to the private hospitals treating Covid-19 by the PHC, their administrations have been directed to 

display hospital rates, including all but not limited to per day charges of a bed/room of isolation area, hi.....view more 

 

 

COVID-19: Here's a look at what lockdown in Lahore looks like 

Source: Web Desk, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Lahore has become the second most affected COVID-19 city of the country, leading the Punjab government to impose 

a complete lockdown in some areas of the provincial capital. A lockdown was imposed in certain areas of major cities 

across the country on Tuesday, as Pakistan started to undergo a 'smart lockdown', a day after the National Command 

and Operation Centre (NCOC) issued a list of 20 cities identified as COVID-19 hotspots across th.....view more 

 

 

Coronavirus hotspots sealed in Lahore 

Source: Rameez Khan, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE: Amid widespread confusion about localities selected for a smart lockdown and despite reported opposition 

from the health department, the Lahore district administration has locked down scores areas in the city. Meanwhile, 

district administrations in six other major cities of Punjab geared up to impose lockdown in hotspot areas for the 

containment of the Covid-19 pandemic after the formal permission to do so was granted by the chief s.....view more 

 

 

Smart lockdown in seven Punjab cities 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE - In the light of the directions of the National Command and Operations Center (NCOC), the Punjab 

government has decided to impose lockdown in areas with potential COVID-19 hotspots in seven cities of the province 

to control the fast-growing number of coronavirus cases. The NCOC issued directions regarding lockdown in 20 cities 

across the country, including seven of Punjab. The cities of Punjab include Lahore, Rawalpindi, Faisalabad, 

Multa.....view more 
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Country records 111 virus deaths in single day 

Source: news Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

LAHORE - Authorities on Tuesday confirmed at least 4,443 new coronavirus cases over the last twenty four hours, 

taking the total tally to 148,921. These include 55,878 in Punjab, 55,581 in Sindh, 18,472 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

8,327 in Balochistan, 8,857 in Islamabad, 1143 in Gilgit-Baltistan and 663 in Azad Kashmir. According to officials, the 

death toll from the virus stands at 2,839 as 111 more patients reportedly expired during the last .....view more 

 

 

Smart lockdowns imposed in Faisalabad 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

FAISALABAD - The district government has decided to impose smart lockdowns in 25 areas of the city. A spokesman 

of the local administration said on Tuesday that as the number of coronavirus cases had reached 3,800 in the district, 

and more than 95 deaths were reported, the district government had decided to seal 90 hotspots in 25 areas of the 

city. Areas of the city to be sealed are Raza Town, Eden Garden, Abdullah Garden, Sitara Colony, Mod.....view more 

 

 

Corona Relief Tiger Force member held for minting money 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ATTOCK - Pindigheb Police on Tuesday arrested a member of the Prime Minister’s Corona ReliefTiger Forcefor 

minting money from shopkeepers for their violation of Covid-19 standard operating procedures (SOPs). Police 

sources said that the man was identified as Muhammad Siddique,a resident of Maira Sharif. Police said that the said 

member visited the main bazaar and harassed shopkeepers for their alleged violation of Covid-19 standar.....view 

more 

 

 

COVID-19 positive cases tally reaches 323 in Attock 

Source: Muhammad Sabrin, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

ATTOCK - The spike in coronavirus positive cases keeps on escalating inAttock as positive cases kept pouring in at 

hospitals of the district. According to health officials, seven new cases were reported in the district raising tally to 323. 

Two persons also succumbed to novel coronavirus in Attock on Tuesday raising death toll due to virus in Attockto 15. 

According to health authorities, two persons aged 55 and 78 years were under treatment at di.....view more 

 

 

Punjab’s death toll rising 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE:A record 68 more patients of Covid-19 died in Punjab during the last 24 hours, taking the death toll to 1149 

on Wednesday. According to the official figures shared by the health department, of the new deaths, 19 were reported 

from Lahore, 18 from Faisalabad, nine from Rawalpindi, six from Multan etc. The total number of the deaths rose to 

419 in Lahore, 225 in Rawalpindi, 109 in Faisalabad and 100 in Multan. Meanwhile, 2361 more new con.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 won’t hinder development: CM Usman Buzdar 

Source: APP, The News, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE:Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar on Wednesday said the development budget had been increased 

worth Rs5 billion despite difficult economic conditions and the pace of development would not be affected due to 

coronavirus pandemic. Talking to MPAs from Attock, Rawalpindi, Jhelum and other cities at his office, he assured 
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that fruits of development would reach every district of the province and there would be no discrimination in the 

distrib.....view more 

 

 

Soft loans to revive corona affected business 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE:Industries and Trade Minister Aslam Iqbal chaired a meeting at Civil Secretariat in which Finance Minister 

Hashim Jawan Bakht participated via a video link. Punjab Rozgaar Scheme was reviewed during the meeting in view 

of corona pandemic. Soft loans will be granted for reviving the affected business due to corona pandemic under this 

scheme along with launching a new business. The loan limit will range from rupees one lac upto rupee.....view more 

 

 

Section 144 imposed on Covid-19 hotspots 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE:The Punjab Home Department has imposed Section 144 in the province and declared that there shall be 

controlled entry and exist in the areas of Lahore identified as hotspots in the wake of coronavirus pandemic. According 

to a notification, Punjab chief secretary announced that Section 144 had been imposed in the province. The Punjab 

Home Department said that all markets, shopping malls and restaurants in these areas will be closed. .....view more 

 

 

Reply sought on plea against high prices of masks, drugs 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE:The Lahore High Court on Wednesday again sought reply from Drug Regulatory Authority Pakistan (DRAP) 

on a petition against sale of surgical facemasks, temperature guns, plasma and life-saving drugs at an exorbitant 

price in the wake of Covid-19 pandemic. Justice Sajid Mehmood Sethi was hearing a petition filed by chairman Judicial 

Activism Panel Advocate Azhar Siddique, pleading that coronavirus had been spreading rapidly in the co.....view 

more 

 

 

PHP joins fight against Covid-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE:Punjab Highway Police (PHP) has also joined hands with frontline soldiers against corona virus. SSP PHP 

Lahore region Shaista Nadeem has directed all check post In-charges to spread awareness among people of 

backward areas, including villagers. DSP Lahore Division Qurat-ul-Ain also tasked Admin Officer Choki Wahgrian SI 

Arshad to sensitise people about the dangers of Covid-19. PHP has been focusing on elderly people and children to 

save th.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 pandemic costs Punjab 6 million jobs 

Source: Imran Adnan, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE: As many as four to six million people have lost their jobs in Punjab as the province suffered an economic 

loss to the tune of $3-5 billion owing the novel coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic, indicate the provincial budget 

documents. The documentshighlight that Covid-19 has caused a major setback to the national and provincial 

economies alike. All economic indicators of the country have fallen into the negative zone. Estimates of differ.....view 

more 
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PMA urges upon govt for two weeks complete lockdown 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

MULTAN - Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) has urged upon Punjab govt and divisional administration for a two-

week complete and effective lockdown to contain coronavirus cases. Speaking at a joint news conference at Multan 

Press Club on Wednesday, PMA Multan Chapter president, Dr Masoodur Rauf Hiraj said that they apprehended that 

if the lockdown was not imposed, the entire Nishtar hospital might turn into coronavirus hospital. He informed that 

.....view more 

 

 

68 die of coronavirus, 2,361 got infected in Punjab 

Source: Iqtidar Gilani, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE - About 68 more succumbed to COVID-19 in Punjab on Wednesday, the highest number of casualties 

reported in a day since pandemic outbreak. Coronavirus has so far taken 1,149 lives in the province. As many as 

2,361 new cases of novel coronavirus were reported from across the province, raising the number of COVID-19 

patients to 58,239. With 47 more healthcare workers getting infection, number of affected doctors, nurses and 

paramedics r.....view more 

 

 

No option but to take precautionary measures against corona: Governor 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE - Governor Punjab Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar has said that coronavirus has become uncontrollable, but 

if people follow Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), corona can be controlled. He said, those who do not follow 

the SOPs to avoid coronavirus will suffer themselves and also endanger the lives of others. For God’s sake, people 

should not go out of their homes to take corona and give it to others. We will not allow conditions l.....view more 

 

 

BARD Foundation mobilises relief efforts to fight COVID-19 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE - As the country continues to fight the deadly coronavirus pandemic, the Bilquis and Abdul Razak (BARD) 

Foundation, shifting fromits original mandate, offered all-out cooperation and support to the people of Pakistan to 

control the spread of the disease as well as provide other means of aid, including ration packs distribution. Keeping 

in view the need of the hour, BARD Foundation laying the basis with seed money successfully conducte.....view more 

 

 

69 persons die of COVID-19 in Rawalpindi in 48 hours 

Source: Israr Ahmad , The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

Rawalpindi - As many as 69 people died of coronavirus in various parts of district in last 48 hours. Similarly, 1279 

people who tested positive from the garrison city took the tally to 4671 while 282 confirmed patients were discharged 

from the hospitals after recovery. ShabazIqbal, 75 years old, resident of Misrial Road, was brought to Holy Family 

Hospital on June 16 and he died on late night. Muhammad Sajid, 46 years old, resident of Chak.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19; Pace of development process will not be affected: CM 

Source: Muhammad Saleem, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar said on Wednesday that the pace of the development process 

will not be affected due to the coronavirus pandemic and despite difficult economic conditions the development budget 

has been increased by Rs 5 billion. While talking to the MPAs from Attock, Rawalpindi, Jhelum and other cities at his 

office, the CM assured that fruits of development will reach to every district of the province and t.....view more 
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Tiger Force to get special jackets and identity cards: Dar 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

LAHORE: Special Assistant to Prime Minister for Youth Affairs Usman Dar has said that special jackets and identity 

cards will be provided to the Tiger Force and volunteers for their identification. He directed the Sialkot district 

administration to prepare a test-run model in this regard after approval; the model would be replicated in other cities 

across the country. The decision was taken in a meeting held at Chief Secretary Punjab camp of.....view more 

 

 

Lockdown imposed in 21 hot spots of Rawalpindi 

Source: Khalid Iqbal, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Rawalpindi : On the directions of Punjab Home Department, the local administration has declared 21 localities of 

garrison city ‘hotspots’ of coronavirus. The local management has sought a report about these areas from the special 

branch of police and sealed all densely populated localities here on Thursday. The local administration has issued a 

notification to seal Dhoke Kala Khan, Qayumabad, Iqbal Town, Dhoke Paracha, Dhoke Kashmiri.....view more 

 

 

300 cops to perform duties during smart lockdown 

Source: Our crime correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Rawalpindi : To ensure implementation on directives of Punjab government regarding preventive measures against 

coronavirus pandemic, Rawalpindi police devised security plan for hotspots of Rawalpindi city in view of smart 

lockdown. Rawalpindi police has devised security plan to ensure implementation on government directives of smart 

lockdown and monitoring of these 21 hotspots. Irrespective of police stations manpower, a special police squad 

co.....view more 

 

 

COVID-19 claims 7 more lives in twin cities 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Rawalpindi : Coronavirus illness, COVID-19 claimed another seven lives here in the twin cities of Islamabad and 

Rawalpindi in last 24 hours taking death toll from the region to 298 while as many as 525 new patients have been 

tested positive for the illness in the twin cities taking total number of confirmed patients so far reported from the region 

to 13,970 on Thursday. Data collected by ‘The News’ reveals that three male patients ha.....view more 

 

 

CM Usman Buzdar orders fixing price for corona test 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE:Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has taken notice of different rates being charged by private labs for 

the Covid-19 test, price hike and hoarding of oxygen cylinders. According to a statement issued here Thursday, the 

chief minister directed the health minister and secretary Secondary Healthcare and Medical Education (SH&ME) to 

fix the same price of corona virus test in private labs. The chief minister said the health depart.....view more 

 

 

Govt can’t hide behind virus: Hamza Shahbaz 

Source: Faizan Bangash, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE:Holding Prime Minister Imran Khan responsible for bringing the country to a chaotic situation, Opposition 

leader in Punjab Assembly Hamza Shahbaz Thursday said the government couldn't hide behind Corona anymore. 

Speaking on the floor of Punjab Assembly while opening the debate on Budget 2020-21, Hamza Shahbaz said that 
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NAB and economy of the country couldn't move ahead together. He said that the accountability process should be 

wi.....view more 

 

 

Section 144 imposed in Punjab to restrict public movement 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

FAISALABAD: The Punjab government has enforced Section 144 for 14 days to restrict the movement of citizens in 

23 hotspots in various districts affected by the coronavirus epidemic. Divisional Commissioner Ishrat Ali, RPO Raja 

Rifat Mukhtar and Deputy Commissioner Muhammad Ali, accompanied by senior officers of Pakistan Army, visited 

different areas of the city to review the implementation of lockdown. They visited ChowkGhanta Ghar, adjoini.....view 

more 

 

 

Rs25bn released to deal with coronavirus: Buzdar 

Source: Muhammad Saleem, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar said on Thursday that funds of Rs 25 billion were released to 

deal with coronavirus in the current financial year (2019-20) while huge funds have also been allocated in the next 

financial year (2020-21) budget. “More high-dependency beds will be provided in the hospitals and the decisions are 

being made after daily reviewing the coronavirus situation in Punjab,” the CM said while .....view more 

 

 

53 more deaths reported ; Punjab becomes first province to cross 60,000 positive corona cases 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE: With 1,899 fresh cases across the province in the last 24 hours, Punjab has become the first province in 

the country to report 60,138 coronavirus cases. As per the government’s Covid-19 portal, the total number of corona 

cases across the province has reached to 60,138 till the filing of this report. After 53 more deaths due to coronavirus, 

the total number of fatalities in the province has reached to 1202. Over 3.86 m.....view more 

 

 

53 more die as death toll in Punjab reaches 1,202 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE - Fifty three more people succumbed to COVID-19 in Punjab on Thursday, taking thedeath tollto 1,202. At 

the same time, as many as 1,899 new cases of the virus were also reported from across the province, raising the 

number of patients to 60,138. So far 442 casualties have been reported from Lahore, 232 Rawalpindi, 114 Faisalabad, 

101 Multan, 55 Gujranwala, 47 Sialkot, 31 Gujrat, 30 Rahim Yar Khan, 27 Bahawalpur, 17 Sargodha, 12 each .....view 

more 

 

 

People’s cooperation vital to fight against COVID-19: IGP 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE - Inspector General of Police (IGP) Punjab Shoaib Dastgir on Thursday said policemen in the province were 

performing duties at front line without caring their lives for protection of people from coronavirus. He said that 

instructions issued by the government regarding smart lockdown to reduce spread of the pandemic were being 

implemented. He expressed these views during a meeting with delegation of Akhuwat Foundation here on Thursday. 

Addl.....view more 
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615 cases registered in 12 days for non-implementation of SOPs 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

CCPO Zulfiqar Hameed has said that 615 cases has been registered in twelve days for non-implementation of 

government SOPs and violation of corona SOPs, while 1,739 shops were sealed for violation of lockdown. It was said 

that the divisional officers checked more than 1,113 markets across the city. Similarly, challan tickets were issued to 

more than 34,000 motorcycles and vehicles for driving without a mask, whereas, 15,964 shopkeepers were 

warned.....view more 

 

 

5 more persons die of coronavirus 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

rawalpindi - Five more patients died of novel coronavirus in the city here on Thursday. As many as 146 people 

including Superintendent of Police (SP) Potohar Division Syed Ali and Assistant Superintendent of Police (ASP) Civil 

Lines Circle Beenish Fatima tested positive from the garrison city while 17 confirmed patients got discharged from 

the hospitals after recovery. According to details, Khatija Begum, 57 years old, resident of MianiDeha.....view more 

 

 

Covid claims 53 more lives in Punjab 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE: The Covid-19 claimed lives of 53 more patients in Punjab during the last 24 hours, taking the total number 

of deaths to 1,202 so far. Of them 23 occurred in Lahore, seven in Rawalpindi, five in Faisalabad, three in Bahawalpur, 

four each in Gujranwala and Gujrat etc. According to the official figures released on Thursday, Lahore has reported 

total 442, Rawalpindi 232, Faisalabad 114 and Multan 101 deaths so far. Meanwhile, 1,899 more co.....view more 

 

 

Covid claims 53 more lives in Punjab 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

LAHORE: The Covid-19 claimed lives of 53 more patients in Punjab during the last 24 hours, taking the total number 

of deaths to 1,202 so far. Of them 23 occurred in Lahore, seven in Rawalpindi, five in Faisalabad, three in Bahawalpur, 

four each in Gujranwala and Gujrat etc. According to the official figures released on Thursday, Lahore has reported 

total 442, Rawalpindi 232, Faisalabad 114 and Multan 101 deaths so far. Meanwhile, 1,899 more co.....view more 

 

 

Two doctors die from virus complications 

Source: Dawn Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

SARGODHA: Two doctors died from coronavirus related issues in Sargodha while two women doctors in Toba Tek 

Singh tested positive for the virus. Pakistan Medical Association’s Sargodha chapter president Dr Sikandar Ali told 

reporters the deceased included Prof Dr Irshad Nabi, head of department of community medicines of a private medical 

college, and former THQ hospital medical superintendent Dr Munawar Ali. The PMA president used the occa.....view 

more 

 

 

Okara university approves eight new disciplines 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

OKARA: The Academic Council of the University of Okara (UO), in its 7th annual meeting, chaired by Vice Chancellor 

Professor Dr Muhammad Zakria Zakar, approved eight new disciplines. These new disciplines are Department of 

Educational Planning and Management, Department of Educational Studies, Department of Industrial Physics, 

Department of Computational Physics, Department of Nanotechnology, Department of Data Science, Department of 

Agricultura.....view more 
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Smart lockdown alien to Jhang Bazaar traders 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

FAISALABAD: Despite all-out efforts the district administration and the police officials have failed to ensure ‘smart 

lockdown’ in the Jhang Bazaar on Thursday. Jhang Bazaar is a spot where people come to buy clothes, fruit and 

vegetables and other products. Dozens of people were seen purchasing different products in the bazaar ignoring the 

standard operating procedures issued by the government. Even during complete lockdown, busine.....view more 

 

 

22 city, cantonment localities sealed until June 30 

Source: Aamir Yasin | Mohammad Asgha, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

RAWALPINDI: A total of 22 localities in the city and cantonment areas were sealed early on Thursday by the Punjab 

government due to the high number of Covid-19 cases reported there. They will remain sealed until June 30. 

Commissioner retired Capt Mohammad Mehmood told Dawn that 30,978 families were restricted to 21,420 houses 

in these localities when the lockdown went into force early on Thursday. He said the government has decided to 

lockdown .....view more 

 

 

Pindi hospitals run short of PPE 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

RAWALPINDI: Doctors at Rawalpindi hospitals ran short of personal protective equipment (PPE) and demanded the 

government solve the issue as they are at the risk of contracting Covid-19. An official report sent to the Punjab 

government said there was a shortage of gloves and face masks in the district hospitals. Young Doctors Association 

(YDA) Rawalpindi chapter president of Dr Rana Azeem said there was an acute shortage of PPE in hospitals, 

esp.....view more 

 

 

Sindh 

Banking sector to remain resilient to COVID-19: State Bank 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: The State Bank of Bank (SBP) on Monday exuded confidence over liquidity strength of banking sector to 

keep up its stability amid the COVID-19 crisis. “The banking sector should remain resilient to the COVID-19 shock 

under most reasonable shock scenarios, reflecting the strong capital and liquidity positions of the majority of banks,” 

the SBP said in the financial stability review 2019 report. The SBP said financial sector st.....view more 

 

 

Another 22 succumb to COVID-19 in Sindh 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

A total of 22 people, including seven women, have fallen prey to COVID-19 in the province during the last 24 hours, 

said Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in his daily report on the epidemic situation in Sindh on Monday. He 

added that another 1,776 people had tested positive for the disease in Sindh during the same period. “We have lost 

22 more people including seven women in the province in last 24 hours. Of them, 18 people died in.....view more 
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Plasma use still an experiment therapy and paying donors is not allowed: federal officials 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

The use of convalescent plasma (CP) to treat COVID-19 patients is “still an experimental therapy”, which can only be 

safely used under controlled settings as part of research protocol, while no remuneration for the donor from a 

healthcare setting or from patients has been allowed by the health authorities or is permissible under the WHO 

guidelines, health authorities said on Monday. “There are reports that doctors are prescribi.....view more 

 

 

Sindh Assembly holds online session due to COVID-19 emergency 

Source: Azeem Samar, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

The Sindh Assembly on Monday unanimously amended its own rules of procedure to become the first elected 

legislature of the country to hold an online session, enabling its elderly members and those suffering from the 

coronavirus infection to participate in the proceedings of the house from their homes. At the start of the new session 

of the provincial assembly, up to 25 per cent lawmakers attended the proceedings of the house physically as 28 

sea.....view more 

 

 

‘Centre eyeing Karachi hospitals instead of helping Sindh fight COVID-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Instead of helping Sindh in its fight against COVID-19, the federal government has been trying to wrest control of 

three major public hospitals in Karachi again, the provincial government’s spokesman said on Monday. Barrister 

Murtaza Wahab, who is also the chief minister’s law and environment adviser, was addressing a news conference on 

the issue of the National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD), the Jinnah Postgraduate Me.....view more 

 

 

Hospitals overcharging COVID-19 patients to face penal action: governor 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Public complaints against overcharging by privately-run hospitals in Karachi for the treatment of COVID-19 patients 

will be extensively scrutinised and the private health facilities found guilty of overcharging will have to face penal 

action. Sindh Governor Imran Ismail said this on Monday as he spoke to media persons while he personally distributed 

masks among retailers and shoppers at the Zainab Market in Saddar on behalf of the Prime Minister.....view more 

 

 

Schwabe donates high quality face masks to Karachi Police 

Source: Press Release, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

Karachi: World renowned manufacturer of homoeopathic and biochemic medicines, Dr. Willmar Schwabe Co. 

Germany, presented a package of 5000 high quality face masks to Additional Inspector General Police Sindh Mr. 

Ghulam Nabi Memon as a gift for the general and traffic police personnel. The presentation was formally made to him 

at the AIG Police Office by Schwabe Germany’s Pakistan Partners, Dr. Hamid General Homoeo (Pvt) Ltd. and Darul 

Advi.....view more 

 

 

Containing pandemic: Don’t bother with partial lockdowns, says expert 

Source: Tufail Ahmed, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

KARACHI: In a matter of mere weeks, the number of novel coronavirus cases in Pakistan has crossed the 146,000 

mark. As the authorities revisit potential strategies to contain the Covid-19, a renowned Pakistani expert on viral 

illnesses told The Express Tribune that country could even now rid itself of the contagion provided it enacted the right 

measures. “SARS-CoV-2, which causes the illness known as Covid-19 has generate thousands of.....view more 
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Wonder kids: Pakistani teenagers develop world's first game to help fight Covid-19 

Source: Zain Ul Abideen Siddiqui, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: Two self-taught Pakistani wonder kids developed the world’s first multi-platform game to help fight Covid-

19 pandemic by busting the myths and apply behavioural changes to embrace the “new normal” in an experiential 

learning simulation game. STOP the SPREAD—developed by 13-year-old Nabhan and 14-year-old Kenan—is based 

on the design thinking and gamification principles so that the players learn more an.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19; Sindh records recovery of 2417 patients in 24 hours: CM 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

KARACHI: Sharing Covid-19 situation report with the media, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah told that out 

of 9080 tested samples, 1776 new patients were detected while 22 patients died lifting the death toll to 853. In a 

statement issued from the CM House, the chief minister said 9080 tests produced 20 percent positive cases. “Our 

detection rate remains between 20 to 24 percent which has to be controlled through social distanci.....view more 

 

 

68 officials test positive, one dies; Customs House becomes hot spot for Covid-19 

Source: Muhammad Ali, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

KARACHI: Customs House Karachi is said to have become breeding ground for coronavirus as the Covid-19 positive 

cases have reached to 68 including two additional collectors and a deputy collector. However, a top customs officer 

(BS-22) DG Directorate Transit Trade (DTT) Muhammad Zahid Khokar was fallen prey to this deadly virus on Monday. 

After the recovery of number of Covid-19 cases, the operations at DTT remained suspended on Monday. .....view 

more 

 

 

COVID-19 awareness campaign held 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

SUKKUR - As part of the Covid-19 control campaign, an awareness camp was held on Monday, organised by Inter 

Global Human Development Society (IGHDS). The Coordinator Maqsood Imam, distributed face masks and sanitizers 

among the people of the area and sensitised them about following the Government Standard Operating Procedure 

(SOPs) to protect themselves and their dear ones from the Covid-19. People of the area appreciated the step 

ta.....view more 

 

 

Shehla Raza tests positive for Covid-19 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

Karachi/Sukkur - Minister for Women Development Sindh SyedaShehla Razawas tested positive for the coronavirus 

on Monday, becoming the latest senior political figure to contract COVID-19 that has claimed 2,751 lives and infected 

1,46,254 people in the country. Raza, the senior Pakistan People’s Party leader, shared a photo of her test result on 

her Twitter account. The 56-year-old leader said she is awaiting the results of her family me.....view more 

 

 

Sindh Governor joins Tiger Force in face mask distribution campaign 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

KARACHI - Sindh Governor Imran Ismail participated in the campaign of distributing masks among the people and 

shopkeepers in Zainab Market area of Karachi on behalf of Tiger Force. Speaking on the occasion, the Governor of 

Sindh also commended the workers of Tiger Force and said that the Tiger Force formed on the directives of the Prime 
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Minister Imran Khan which was working hard in this difficult situation, said a statement. The Governor sa.....view 

more 

 

 

Local, foreign experts warn lack of preventive measures can cause 300 deaths daily in country 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

KARACHI: Health scientists and medical experts both from Pakistan and other parts of the world have warned the 

authorities to take preventive measures immediately otherwise it could cost the country around 300 lives daily by July. 

Around 50 per cent of Pakistan’s total Covid-19 cases are concentrated in Karachi and Lahore and “… according to 

Institute of Health Metrics Evaluation (IHME), University of Washington, USA, if immed.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 claims 22 lives in Sindh 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

KARACHI: Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said on Monday that 9,080 samples were tested which detected 1,776 

new coronavirus cases while 22 more patients died of the virus overnight, lifting the death toll to 853. In a statement 

issued from the CM House, he said 9,080 tests were conducted which produced 20 per cent result, or 1,776 positive 

cases. “Our detection rate remains from 20 to 24 per cent which has to be controlled through socia.....view more 

 

 

Two charities to provide mental health support to people hit by Covid-19 

Source: Dawn Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: The Dawood Foundation, the charitable arm of the Dawood Hercules Group, has entered into a strategic 

partnership with the British Asian Trust to promote mental health support among frontline workers and the people 

directly affected by Covid-19 pandemic. Under the Rs1 billion programme, outreach services will be developed to 

provide mental health support and referral for frontline workers, patients screened and tested for Covid-19 

throug.....view more 

 

 

Sindh govt imposes ‘smart lockdown’ in province’s select areas 

Source: Imran Ayub, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: As the federal government identified some 20 potential Covid-19 hotspots where restrictive measures are 

needed to contain the virus in line with the prime minister’s smart lockdown policy, the local administration moved into 

action on Tuesday to place restrictions in several areas of different districts and sought a nod from the Sindh 

government for imposing the lockdown in a number of other neighbourhoods, including some in Karach.....view more 

 

 

Amid coronavirus spread, health experts warn against self-medication 

Source: Faiza Ilyas, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: Amid worsening Covid-19 situation, cases of extensively drug resistant (XDR) typhoid have raised 

concerns among health professionals who have called upon the general public to practice safe eating and drinking 

habits, vaccinate against the disease and, last but not least, avoid self-medication. “While Covid-19 remains our major 

concern, we are also getting patients of dengue and XDR typhoid. At times, patients report with multiple.....view more 
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ASH lab to test suspected Covid-19 patients for free, says mayor 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: Mayor Wasim Akhtar said on Tuesday that the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital (ASH) laboratory would be 

functional by next week and people would be tested there for the coronavirus free of cost. He said this while talking 

to senior director for medical services Dr Beerbal Gainani, who brief him on the lab. Mr Akhtar said a coronavirus 

ward was also being established at the ASH where 48 adults and 26 children could be admitted at a time. The 

mayo.....view more 

 

 

End blame game, act jointly against Covid-19, say speakers 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: One can’t stop the Covid-19 pandemic, but its destructive impact can be significantly reduced by strictly 

following precautionary measures. The nation must show seriousness and act against the disease before it’s too late. 

This was stated by speakers at a webinar organised on Monday by the Islamic Medical Learners Associations (IMLA). 

Speaking at the event titled ‘Current situation of Covid-19 and our responsibility&r.....view more 

 

 

As 33 more fall victim to COVID-19, Sindh’s death toll hits 886 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Thirty-three more people, including 10 women, have died due to COVID-19 and another 2,287 cases have been 

reported during the past 24 hours in Sindh, with the death toll due to the viral disease in the province reaching 886. 

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said in his daily situation report on the health emergency on Tuesday that 

30 of the latest victims, including nine women, have died in Karachi alone. Shah said that 11,819 samples w.....view 

more 

 

 

Abbasi Shaheed Hospital to have COVID-19 ward by next week 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Karachi Mayor Wasim Akhtar announced on Tuesday that a coronavirus ward was being established at the Karachi 

Metropolitan Corporation-run Abbasi Shaheed Hospital. The laboratory of the hospital would also be made functional 

by the next week for free lab tests, including COVID-19 tests. According to a press statement issued by the KMC, 

Senior Director for Health Services Dr Beerbal Gainani briefed Akhtar about the laboratory. The mayor said.....view 

more 

 

 

First COVID-19 wave expected to peak by end of July, start of August: experts 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Around 50 per cent of Pakistan’s total number of COVID-19 cases are concentrated in Karachi and Lahore, and if 

appropriate measures are not taken by the authorities and the people to control the spread of the disease, there could 

be more than 300 deaths on a daily basis in the country from July 8 and to August 4, national and international experts 

have warned. “According to the Institute of Health Metrics Evaluation, University of Wa.....view more 

 

 

‘Private labs looting public’ 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader and Sindh Assembly member Bilal Ghaffar has expressed frustration over the 

costly coronavirus testing in private laboratories of Karachi. He said on Tuesday that people were not satisfied with 

the results of the testing by government hospitals and had therefore been consulting the private laboratories. “But 

Karachi’s renowned private laboratories have started looting the public in the name of the.....view more 
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DC orders to seal 12 coronavirus hotspots in Larkana, Ratodero 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

The deputy commissioner, Larkana, Muhammad Nauman Siddique, on the recommendation of incharge District 

Health Officer, has ordered to seal 12 areas in Larkana and Ratodero Taluka of Larkana district for a period of seven 

days for which a notification has also been issued.These areas include Khichi Muhalla, Shahi Bazar, Bunder Road, 

Main Bus Stand of Larkana, Barra Alam, Beef Market Road, Jalbani Muhalla to Hotel of Moor Shah, From gate of 

Sardar .....view more 

 

 

Sindh govt to seal Covid-19 hotspots 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

HYDERABAD / KARACHI: In the wake of the spike of Covid-19 cases across Sindh, the provincial government and 

district administrations have now decided to identify and seal coronavirus hotspots. The Hyderabad district 

administration has decided to enforce a smart lockdown from June 18, primarily in Qasimabad taluka. Almost entire 

Qasimabad taluka will undergo the lockdown, affecting a population of 255,475. Two localities populated by 6,600 

.....view more 

 

 

Cargo handling at KPT remains unaffected during lockdown 

Source: Press Release, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI: Karachi Port Trust (KPT) is operating round the clock even during the pandemic Covid-19 lockdown 

situation. Port activities have been declared by federal and provincial governments as essential services to keep the 

economic wheel of the country in momentum, a press release issued here on Tuesday said. Being the economic 

gateway of Pakistan, KPT has taken all requisite operational measures in liaison with concerned government 

de.....view more 

 

 

2,287 new cases detected in Sindh, says CM Murad 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

KARACHI - Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Syed Murad Ali Shah said on Tuesday that 2,287 more persons had tested 

positive for the coronavirus during the last 24 hours while 33 patients had lost their lives while fighting against the 

pandemic, lifting the death toll to 886. In a statement issued from the CM House, he said that 11,819 samples were 

tested which led to the detection of 2,287 new cases, which constituted 20 percent result. “As f.....view more 

 

 

Another 30 fall prey to coronavirus in Sindh 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

A total of 30 more people lost their lives due to COVID-19 during last 24 hours in the province, Sindh Chief Minister 

Syed Murad Ali Shah said on Wednesday, adding that the death toll due to the viral infection had reached 916 in the 

province. “We have lost at least 30 more people due to COVID-19 in the province in the last 24 hours, raising the 

death toll to 916 in the province”, the CM said in his daily report on the COVID-19 situa.....view more 
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Health experts, religious scholars call for following SOPs to prevent deaths 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

Renowned health experts and eminent religious scholars, including Mufti Taqi Usmani and Mufti Muneeb ur Rehman, 

have urged the people to pay heed to calls by the authorities and health experts regarding precautionary measures, 

saying people should follow all the standard operating procedures (SOPs), wear face masks regularly, avoid 

congregations and adopt other preventive measures to lower the death rate due to infectious disease as much as 

possi.....view more 

 

 

Another Karachi cop dies of COVID-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

A policeman died of COVID-19 in Karachi on Wednesday, bringing the number of policemen who have fallen victim 

to the viral disease in the Sindh police department to 10, while several other cops have tested positive for the virus 

across the province. The latest victim, Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI) Ghufran Jaffery, 52, son of Syed Ali Jaffery, had 

been in quarantine at his house after testing positive on June 14. He was posted at the Gulberg poli.....view more 

 

 

With Rs19bn increase, Sindh allocates Rs139bn for health, fighting covid-19 

Source: M Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

Presenting a coronavirus-focused budget in the Sindh Assembly on Wednesday, Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah 

said they had allocated Rs139.1 billion for the health sector for the fiscal year 2020-2021, which was Rs19 billion 

more as compared to the previous year. “The budget of the health department is divided into two major segments, 

i.e. health services and medical education. The budget estimates for the health department for the finan.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 prompts over 16pc increase in provincial health budget 

Source: Azfar-ul-Ashfaque, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

KARACHI: In a bid to meet the challenge of Covid-19 in the province, the Sindh government has increased the 

allocation for the health sector by 16.1 per cent — from Rs114.4 billion to Rs132.88bn — in the provincial budget for 

financial year 2020-21. In addition to Rs132.88bn, Rs7bn has been allocated for nine vertical programmes, including 

polio control, AIDS, TB, thus making the total allocation for the health sector Rs139.17bn. De.....view more 

 

 

Conditions rife for next pandemic unless urgent action taken, experts warn 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

KARACHI: Experts participating in an online session on Wednesday underscored the need for urgent global action to 

address the factors driving the emergence of zoonotic diseases posing an acute threat to human life. The event was 

organised by the World Wide Fund for Nature-Pakistan (WWF-P) to launch a new WWF (international) report. 

Commenting on the report, director general at WWF-Pakistan Hammad Naqi Khan said that the Covid-19 pandemic 

was ca.....view more 

 

 

Over 2,000 out of 10,212 test positive for Covid-19 in Sindh, says Murad 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

KARACHI: As many as 2,115 new cases of coronavirus emerged in the province out of 10,212 samples tested while 

30 more patients died overnight lifting the death toll to 916, said Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Wednesday. 

He said in a statement issued here from the CM House that of the 10,212 samples, 2,115 tested positive, which was 

21 per cent of the total. So far, 329,443 tests had been conducted which diagnosed 59,983 cases all over Sin.....view 

more 
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Rs5b earmarked for Covid-19 crisis in Sindh 

Source: Tufail Ahmed, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

KARACHI: Boosting the health sector budget from Rs120.48 billion to Rs139.18 billion, for the fiscal year 2020-21, 

the Sindh government has earmarked Rs5 billion to deal with the coronavirus pandemic. A major chunk of the health 

budget has been allocated for the establishment of infectious diseases hospitals, upgrading of hospitals and purchase 

of machinery and other necessary equipment for hospitals treating Covid-19 patients. A sum of Rs.....view more 

 

 

Why fear frenzy over Pakistan's virus spurt? 

Source: Naveed Hussain, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

KARACHI: The post-lockdown virus surge has set off nationwide frenzy of fear. Every day we cross a new grim 

milestone. Every day our media prefixes the infections tally and death toll with ‘biggest’, ‘largest’ or ‘deadliest’. 

Overused, these superlatives are now losing their intended effect. Per media reports, hospitals have no or little space 

left for more patients. The situation is grim. And the project.....view more 

 

 

With 95 new cases, Sindh Police tally reaches 873 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

KARACHI - With 95 new cases reported in last three days, around 873 personnel and officers ofSindh Policehave 

been infected with coronavirus so far, informed a Police spokesman on Wednesday. He said eight officials lost their 

battle against COVID-19, all were belonged to Karachi Range ofSindh Police. Currently 627 officers and personnel 

were under treatment while 238 have returned to their homes after recovering from the disease. .....view more 

 

 

New cases force selective lockdown in Sukkur, Khairpur 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

SUKKUR - The Deputy Commissioners Khairpur and Sukkur on Wednesday while invoking the Epidemic Disaster 

Act-2014 have announced “selective lockdown” in some of the areas with larger number of COVID-19 cases. The 

police have cordoned off the specific areas with barbed wires. The action has been taken to prevent the spread of 

coronavirus that has affected hundreds of thousands of people across the country. .....view more 

 

 

One more succumbs to COVID-19, toll 37 in Hyderabad 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

HYDERABAD - One more patient has died of COVID-19 here at Civil Hospital’s isolation ward on Wednesday, taking 

the tally to 37 in Hyderabad. A 70-year-old Syed Rasheedul Hassan resident of Latifabad unit 10, has succumbed to 

the COVID-19 here at isolation ward of the hospital. The burial of the deceased were carried out as per Standard 

Operating Procedures (SOP) at a local graveyard under supervision of district administration. .....view more 

 

 

2,115 new cases detected, 30 more die: Murad 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

KARACHI: As many as 2,115 new cases of coronavirus emerged when 10,212 samples were tested while 30 more 

patients died lifting the death toll to 916. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Wednesday 

in a statement issued here from CM House. According to the statement, 10,212 tests were conducted against which 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2244879/1-rs5b-earmarked-covid-19-crisis-sindh/
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132159
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2245073/1-fear-frenzy-virus-spurt/
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132160
https://nation.com.pk/18-Jun-2020/with-95-new-cases-sindh-police-tally-reaches-873
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132207
https://nation.com.pk/18-Jun-2020/new-cases-force-selective-lockdown-in-sukkur-khairpur
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132209
https://nation.com.pk/18-Jun-2020/one-more-succumbs-to-covid-19-toll-37-in-hyderabad
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132210
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2020/06/18/5-page/841111-news.html


 
 

COVID _19 E-Newsletter: Vol. 1, No. 17, Issue: June 16-19, 2020 Page 52 
 

2115 new cases emerged that showed 21 positive result. So far 329,443 tests have been conducted which dia.....view 

more 

 

 

Sindh records highest COVID-19 deaths in a day as 48 more perish 

Source: M. Waqar Bhatti, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

The novel coronavirus claimed the highest number of lives in a single day in Sindh where at least 48 people died due 

to viral infection in last 24 hours, of whom the majority breathed their last in Karachi, Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali 

Shah said on Thursday. “Today is a sad and deplorable day for us when we have lost 48 lives due to COVID-19 in 

past 24 hours. Most of these deaths occurred in Karachi. With these deaths, the toll has reache.....view more 

 

 

Two more police officials succumb to COVID-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Two more police officials of the Sindh police succumbed to COVID-19 on Thursday, raising the novel coronavirus 

death toll of the province’s law enforcers to 11. There are several other cops who have tested positive for the virus 

across the province. One of the latest victims, namely Sub-Inspector Ghulam Mustafa Satti, was posted at the 

Defence police station in District South of Karachi. He was on a 10-day casual leave and under treatment .....view 

more 

 

 

LOTTE Pakistan Foundation pledges PKR 36 Million to fight against COVID-19 

Source: Press Release, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Karachi: Joining in to combat the current humanitarian and economic crises in the country, LOTTE Pakistan 

Foundation pledges PKR 36 million to help Pakistan fight against the pandemic. This humanitarian initiative will 

include the following: LOTTE Chemical Pakistan will provide medical supplies including Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) and testing kits worth PKR 30 million to the Federal and as well as Provincial government LOTTE 

Kol.....view more 

 

 

Effective implementation of smart lockdown fails on very first day 

Source: Oonib Azam, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

On the first day of the smart lockdown on Thursday, Karachi’s district administration failed to effectively close down 

the areas marked as novel coronavirus hotspots, where the markets and streets teemed with people until late night. 

Areas that were supposed to be completely locked down in District East’s Gulistan-e-Jauhar and Gulshan-e-Iqbal 

neighbourhoods, in District Central’s North Karachi neighbourhood, and in District Sou.....view more 

 

 

Lockdown starts in Karachi's coronavirus 'hotspots' 

Source: Web Desk, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

Authorities have began closing down shops and businesses in several areas of Karachi to curb the spread of 

coronavirus as Sindh's cases surpassed 62,000, with most of them in the port city. According to a notification issued 

from Commissioner Karachi's office late Wednesday, potential coronavirus hotspots have been put under lockdown 

for two weeks from June 18 to June 2, while grocery and medical stores will remain open. Coronaviru.....view more 
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Where is morality? 

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

From sugar to wheat; from everyday grocery items to hand sanitizers; from gasoline to masks and medicines – 

hoarding has been prevalent in the last few months. Hoarding has long been a problem in Pakistan. All these items 

have seen supply shortages, hoarding and hence price hike in the last three months. In a global pandemic like 

Covid19, hoarding on essential items by consumers – though should not been encouraged at all – is na.....view more 

 

 

Lockdown in several city areas notified 

Source: Imran Ayub, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

KARACHI: The Sindh government on Thursday imposed lockdown in several parts of Karachi following several such 

measures in many other districts of Sindh after the federal government identified 20 potential Covid-19 hotspots where 

restrictive measures were needed to contain the spread of coronavirus, officials said. A notification issued by the 

Karachi commissioner said that the complete lockdown came into force at 7pm on June 18 which would remai.....view 

more 

 

 

Covid-19 claims another 48 victims, says Murad 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister (CM) Murad Ali Shah said on Thursday that the coronavirus claimed 48 more lives 

overnight, lifting the death toll to 964 while 2,286 new cases were detected, raising the tally to 62,269. In a statement 

issued from the CM House, he said that past 24 hours [between Wednesday and Thursday] proved to be the worst 

in terms of deaths stemming from the virus when 48 people lost their lives. “It has hurt me so much be.....view more 

 

 

Two-week lockdown imposed in Hyderabad, Nawabshah 

Source: Staff Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

HYDERABAD: As many as 65 localities in three talukas of Hyderabad district with about 166,000 residents would be 

under lockdown for two weeks from June 19 to July 2. According to district administration’s modified lockdown plan 

issued on Wednesday, 166,295 people will be placed under lockdown in Hyderabad city, Latifabad and Qasimabad 

talukas from Friday. A total of 40, 23, 14, 17, 25, 42, 55 and 24 active Covid-19 patients, respectively,.....view more 
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International News 

Countries News 

FDA retracts on use of Hydroxy-chloroquine 

Source: News Report, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

WASHINGTON: The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on Monday revoked the emergency use authorisation 

(EUA) that allowed for chloroquine phosphate and hydroxychloroquine sulfate donated to the Strategic National 

Stockpile to be used to treat certain hospitalised patients with COVID-19 when a clinical trial was unavailable, or 

participation in a clinical trial was not feasible. The agency determined that the legal criteria for issuing an EUA 

ar.....view more 

 

 

Worldwide corona’s death toll reaches 436,806 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2020-06-16 

PARIS: The novel coronavirus has killed at least 436,806 people since the outbreak emerged in China last December. 

At least 8,054,786 cases have been registered in 196 countries and territories according to a tally compiled by AFP 

from official sources on Monday. Of these, at least 4,155,899 are considered recovered. The tallies probably reflect 

only a fraction of the actual number of infections. Many countries are testing only symptomatic or t.....view more 

 

 

US-Pakistani doctors raise concerns over virus surge in their homeland 

Source: Anwar Iqbal, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-16 

WASHINGTON: Awareness, food security, social-distancing and face masks are four immediate steps needed to 

curb the spread of new coronavirus in Pakistan, said a group of US-based Pakistani physicians and scientists. 

Alarmed by an official warning on Monday that Covid-19 infections in Pakistan could reach up to 1.2 million by the 

end of July, they urged Pakistani citizens to strictly comply with safety guidelines to reverse the rising trajectory 

.....view more 

 

 

Cheap steroid reduces deaths in severe Covid-19 cases: researchers 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-17 

LONDON: The steroid dexamethasone was shown on Tuesday to be the first drug to significantly reduce the risk of 

death among severe Covid-19 cases, in trial results hailed as a “major breakthrough” in the fight against the disease. 

Researchers led by a team from the University of Oxford administered the widely available drug to more than 2,000 

severely ill Covid-19 patients. Among those who could only breathe with the help of a venti.....view more 

 

 

Canada sees tight UN Security Council race, says coronavirus response could help 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

Canada faces a tight race for a rotating seat on the United Nations Security Council but the country’s response to the 

coronavirus outbreak could help win support, Foreign Minister Francois-Philippe Champagne said on 

Monday.Canada, Ireland and Norway are vying for two seats that open up in 2021-2022. Each of the 193 U.N. member 

countries will cast a vote to decide which two countries will occupy the seats on the council, which is where 

deci.....view more 
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Beijing cancels flights, shuts schools over virus outbreak 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

BEIJING: Beijing’s airports cancelled two-thirds of all flights on Wednesday and schools in the Chinese capital were 

closed again as authorities rushed to contain a new coronavirus outbreak and warned infections might rise. The city 

reported 31 new cases while officials urged residents not to leave Beijing, with fears growing about a second wave of 

infections in China, which had largely brought the contagion under control since its emergen.....view more 

 

 

Foreign ministers to attend video conference on Covid-19 

Source: INP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-18 

BEIJING: A high-level video conference on Belt and Road International Cooperation will be held on Thursday under 

the theme of “Belt and Road International Cooperation: Combating COVID-19 with Solidarity”. This was announced 

by a spokesperson for the Chinese Foreign Ministry Zhao Lijian at a regular news briefing. The meeting will be chaired 

by State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi and attended by foreign ministers and.....view more 

 

 

Virus layoffs top 45.7mln as US economic distress persists 

Source: AFP, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Washington: Layoffs caused by the coronavirus pandemic in the United States passed 45.7 million, raising fears that, 

despite some positive signs, the economy faces a halting recovery from the downturn. Another 1.5 million US workers 

filed new claims for unemployment benefits last week, the Labor Department said on Thursday, a decrease of only 

58,000 from the prior week and higher overall than analysts expected. An additional 760,526 file.....view more 

 

 

India reports highest one-day spike in cases 

Source: A P, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

NEW DELHI: India reported 12,881 new cases on Thursday, with the country’s death toll now over 12,000 and even 

as the government ruled out reimposing a countrywide lockdown. India’s death toll reached 12,237, a rise of 334 in 

the past 24 hours, according to the Health Ministry. The number of recoveries touched 52 per cent at 194,325. India 

stands behind the United States, Brazil and Russia in the number of cases. Prime Minister Na.....view more 

 

 

China races to prevent virus second wave 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

BEIJING: China imposed travel restrictions on nearly half a million people near its capital on Thursday to contain a 

fresh coronavirus outbreak as deaths surged in other parts of the world. The threat of a second wave hitting China, 

which had largely brought the virus under control, and rising tolls in Latin America and South Asia underscore the 

global challenge in slowing down the pandemic that has killed more than 450,000 people. The world ec.....view more 

 

 

Canada to roll out tracing app as cases top 100,000 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

OTTAWA: Canada will soon roll out a COVID-19 tracing app for smart phones, developed with help from BlackBerry 

and Shopify, it was announced on Thursday, as the number of cases topped 100,000. Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

told a daily briefing it will be “crucial” to increase testing and contact tracing going forward as pandemic restrictions 

start to be gradually eased. As part of that effort, he said “a mobile app that will .....view more 
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Donors News 

WHO hails use of dexamethasone in treating Covid-19 patients 

Source: News Report, The News, International , 2020-06-18 

GENEVA: The World Health Organisation (WHO) has welcomed the initial clinical trial results from the United 

Kingdom (UK) that show dexamethasone, a corticosteroid, can be lifesaving for patients who are critically ill with 

COVID-19, says a press release. For patients on ventilators, the treatment was shown to reduce mortality by about 

one-third, and for patients requiring only oxygen, mortality was cut by about one fifth, according to pre.....view more 

 

 

Covid-19 pandemic ; UN official hints at more support 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-06-19 

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations Resident Coordinator, Julien Frederic Morcom-Harneis, has hinted at further 

support from the World Health Organization (WHO), and the UN for Pakistan in its fight against the Covid-19 

pandemic. According to a statement of the Foreign Office, the UN Resident Coordinator, Julien Frederic Morcom-

Harneis, met with Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and had detailed discussions on dealing with the global 

pandemic .....view more 
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 Researchers Articles 

COVID-19 a golden business opportunity in Pakistan 

Source: Hassan Murtaza Syed, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

No doubt, coronavirus is a deadly viral disease killing people without any discrimination all over the globe. Wealthy, 

healthy, young, elders, male or female, all are victims of this virus. It started from one Chinese local market and took 

over all countries within a couple of months. All developed and developing countries are suffering from it. With the 

start of this deadly pandemic the priorities of governments and strategic planners have been.....view more 

 

 

Reading the budget 

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2020-06-17 

The writer heads the Sustainable Development Policy Institute. The task of preparing Pakistan’s federal budget is 

quite a complicated one. On the needs side, it has four Ds: debt servicing, defence, day to day administration and 

development. On the resources side, it has two ingredients: federal revenues (generated both from tax collection and 

non-tax income) and borrowing (from domestic banks as well as bilateral and multilateral foreign .....view more 

 

 

Will budget 2020-21 promote investment and help local business? 

Source: Syed Shujaat Ahmed, Daily Times , 2020-06-17 

During the fiscal periods of 2018-20, outward investment declined from 36.1 per cent to 17 per cent. This declining 

percentage can be looked into while taking into account the investment from China, Switzerland and the Netherlands. 

In the fiscal year 2019-20, it was noted that in this period, Chinese investment increased from $ 130.8 million to $ 

877.8 million, Swiss investment to $ 45.9 million and investment from the Netherlands increased from .....view more 

 

 

Webinars News 

Govt Urged To Boost E-learning Policy ,infrastructural Strategies 

Source: APP, UrduPoint , 2020-06-17 

ISLAMABAD, (APP - UrduPoint / Pakistan Point News - 16th Jun, 2020 ) :Governmentshould address the 

infrastructural issues to streamline the distance especially e-learning after Covid19 scenario to cope with new 

challenges, say educationists. Thetopacademiciansfromdifferent national learning institutions and abroad highlighted 

this while sharing their views with the participants during online dialogue 'COVID-19 and the challenges to 

Higheredu.....view more 

 

 

Academicians urge governments to come up with policy and infrastructural strategies to boost e-learning 

Source: Tariq Ullah Wardak, Daily Times , 2020-06-16 

ISLAMABAD: The infrastructural and governance level issues needs to be addressed by the governments to 

streamline the e-learning after Covid19 scenario in addition to efforts that the learning institutions are putting to be 

adaptive to new challenges. The top academicians from different national learning institutions and abroad highlighted 

this while sharing their views with the participants during online dialogue ‘COVID-19 and the challeng.....view more 

 

 

 

 

https://dailytimes.com.pk/627612/covid-19-a-golden-business-opportunity-in-pakistan/
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=131911
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/673645-reading-the-budget
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=131921
https://dailytimes.com.pk/627610/will-budget-2020-21-promote-investment-and-help-local-business/
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=132421
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/govt-urged-to-boost-e-learning-policy-infras-948943.html
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https://dailytimes.com.pk/627588/academicians-urge-governments-to-come-up-with-policy-and-infrastructural-strategies-to-boost-e-learning/
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=131922
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Challenges to higher education in distance learning discussed 

Source: Rasheed Khalid, The News, International , 2020-06-19 

Islamabad : The infrastructural and governance level issues need to be addressed by the governments to streamline 

the e-learning after COVID-19 scenario in addition to efforts putting learning institutions to be adaptive to new 

challenges. This was resolved during an online dialogue ‘COVID-19 and the challenges to higher education in 

distance learning’ organised by Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in collaborati.....view more 

 

 

SDPI Press Release 

Academicians urge governments to come up with policy and infrastructural strategies to boost e-learning 

Source: SDPI, SDPI Advocacy , 2020-06-16 

Islamabad: (June 16, 2020) –The infrastructural and governance level issues needs to be addressed by the 

governments to streamline the e-learning after Covid19 scenario in addition to efforts that the learning institutions are 

putting to be adaptive to new challenges. The top academicians from different national learning institutions and abroad 

highlighted this while sharing their views with the participants during online dialogue ‘CO.....view more 
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