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Op-Eds/Articles/Editorials 

Op-Eds/Articles/Editorials 

Risk communication for Covid-19 

Source: Dr Zafar Mirza, The News, International , 2020-10-03 

“The single biggest problem in communication is the illusion that it has taken place!” – George Bernard Shaw A 

relatively less appreciated aspect of the Covid-19 success story in Pakistan is the powerful, diverse and continuous 

risk communication. This involves incessant information sharing and messaging, employing all possible 

communication modes and languages involving..... 

more >> 

 

The Covid curse 

Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2020-10-03 

If we had thought the coronavirus pandemic was to be a short-lived affair, back when it was reported in January this 

year, we were wrong. Though cases had been heard of in Wuhan well before this date, it was around the beginning 

of the year when the world was overtaken. And the waves continue. There are currently indications that the rate of 

Covid-19 is going up as winter comes in, bringing with i..... 

more >> 

 

Covid-19: are we going to get a second wave? 

Source: Dr Rana Jawad Asghar, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

SARS-CoV-2, the virus which causes Covid-19, is a new type of coronavirus so there are still a lot of unknowns about 

it even after nine months of its discovery. We are not sure about its seasonality but some scientists looked at the first 

countries it affected and suggested that cold weather may facilitate its transmission. Then we learned about its spread 

in meat processing factories in the Unite..... 

more >> 

 

Attaching price tags 

Source: Arhama Siddiqa, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

On September 7, at the Masnaa Border Crossing (between Lebanon and Syria), 17-year-old, Zainab Mohammed Al 

Ibrahim collapsed and died. Though the cause of death has not been identified, it was determined she was part of a 

large group of Syrians on their way to their homeland. They had been barred entry since they could not pay the $100 

(SYP 51,317) entrance fee that the Assad regime mandated in Ju.....more >> 

 

Need for progress towards health coverage 

Source: Dr Qadeer Ahsan, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

The Covid-19 pandemic has disrupted health systems in unprecedented ways. Urgent needs to respond to the crisis 

and mitigate its impact have been met with a lack of coordinated efforts across many countries. As health systems 

around the world are placed under considerable strain, essential health services are interrupted or displaced, and 

are rapidly becoming increasingly difficult to access by t.....more >> 

 

Unity of purpose? 

Source: Umber Khairi, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

Dear All, There’s a strange sense of general foreboding here in the UK as coronavirus cases have begun to rise 

again and there is an expectation that things will only get worse as the weather gets colder. Several towns and areas 

in the northeast are under lockdown and the existing rules are subject to change at any time… Already, restrictions 

on the number of people allowed to meet ..... 

more >> 
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COVID In The White House 

Source: Editorial, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

Donald Trump is not the first world leader to test positive for the coronavirus—United Kingdom Prime Minister Boris 

Johnson, and Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro have all caught and recovered from the virus. Yet the story of Trump 

and the First Lady getting the virus is a monumental one and dominated headlines for the last two days, for a number 

of reasons. Anything impacting the United ..... 

more >> 

 

Two speeches, two visions 

Source: Amanat Ali Chaudhry, The News, International , 2020-10-05 

If any further reminder of the world being in disarray was needed, the speeches delivered by the presidents of two 

superpowers, the United States and China, provided it at the recently concluded 75th session of the UN General 

Assembly. Held in the backdrop of the corona pandemic, the first virtual meeting of the General Assembly in its 75-

year history was addressed by the world leaders thr..... 

more >> 

 

The power of data 

Source: Hadia Majid, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

IN many ways, Covid-19 has highlighted the need for data, both scientific and behavioural — the former so that we 

can map the virus while making strides towards a cure, the latter to better enforce and understand the economic and 

social effects of pandemic-related measures. But what does socioeconomic data look like, and what can it tell us? 

More importantly, what are its limitations? The E..... 

more >> 

 

The Trump effect 

Source: Editoril, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

Now that the most significant man in the whole world, the president of the United States of America, has contracted 

the coronavirus the whole world is going to feel the effects of it. The first thing to suffer, even before the election 

campaign was officially grounded, was the international financial sector as capital markets tumbled across the world 

on the news. This would be a big thing even if ..... 

more >> 

 

COVID-19: Pakistan a success story 

Source: Asad Tahir Jappa, Daily Times , 2020-10-04 

As the winter season sets in Europe, the world has witnessed a sharp increase in Corona positive cases in countries 

like France and Spain while in UK the spike is fairly visible. While some countries, such as China and Germany, have 

managed to bring down the number of infections, others like the United States, India, and Brazil are still struggling to 

control its deadly onslaught. Meanwhile, count..... 

more >> 

 

Second wave in Pakistan? 

Source: Editoril, Daily Times , 2020-10-03 

It seems we are coming, if we have not already come, to that awkward moment when the realisation dawns upon us 

that a second wave of the coronavirus in Pakistan, despite all the success we have had so far, is a very real possibility. 

Indeed the Pakistan Medical Association, the representative body of local doctors, has warned of just such a 

possibility as the number of new infections as well as de..... 

more >> 
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Coronavirus, the master 

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

America’s President, arguably the most powerful man on earth today, has contracted coronavirus. He is now 

hospitalized in a critical state, throwing up a whole lot of uncertainties about US national security, upcoming elections 

and transfer of power. Trump is now part of the coronavirus data, one CNN analyst noted over the weekend, the very 

data he had been ignoring or disparaging depending ..... 

more >> 

 

Thoughts about Covid-19 

Source: Rizwana Naqvi, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

It’s more than 10 months that the first case of the coronavirus was reported in the Wuhan province of China. For 

more than a month people thought it was, and would remain, confined to China. But then countries one after another 

started reporting the emergence of coronavirus cases. Those who initially thought it was a local problem perhaps 

forgot that the world is now a global village..... 

more >> 

 

Politics of health 

Source: Sana Zia, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

Covid-19 has exposed a global failure in public health, and Pakistan is no exception. It has consistently allocated 

insufficient federal and provincial budgets to support basic health services for its growing population. In the public 

discourse, the limitations of our Covid-19 response are rightly being attributed to a culture of chronic underinvestment, 

poor infrastructure (the hardware) ..... 

more >> 

 

Wealth and health 

Source: Jamie Hartmann-Boyce, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

With President Donald Trump testing positive for coronavirus, speculation has begun regarding possible outcomes. 

The reality is, it’s impossible to say for certain what will happen to an individual once they’ve contracted Covid. Some 

people might have no symptoms at all, while others might have far worse outcomes. It’s one of the many mysteries 

of the virus that scientists worldw..... 

more >> 

 

Winter is coming 

Source: Daily Times, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

It’s official since even the prime minister is worried now. Unless everybody, and that means all citizens of the country, 

takes the greatest care about practicing social safety protocols there is a very good chance that the coronavirus could 

stage a comeback this winter. Viruses tend to become more potent during the winter season and even though enough 

is not known about Covid-19 just yet to..... 

more >> 

 

Agenda dictated from abroad 

Source: Muzammil Ferozi , Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

This year has been one of extensive socio-economic disruption. Nevertheless, in such times of uncertainty, nations 

are creating new opportunities by rethinking old archetypes and supporting innovation within local communities. 

Prioritizing smarter, leaner, and more productive models of industry has been at the forefront of Pakistan’s economic 

recovery plans in the second half of 2020. Wh..... 

more >> 

 

https://epaper.brecorder.com/2020/10/05/2-page/853776-news.html
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=148989
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/725178-thoughts-about-covid-19
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=149020
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/725180-politics-of-health
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=149021
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/725181-wealth-and-health
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=149023
https://dailytimes.com.pk/674467/winter-is-coming-3/
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=149065
https://dailytimes.com.pk/674460/agenda-dictated-from-abroad/
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=149070


COVID _19: E-Newsletter 
 

Vol. 1, No. 47-48, Issue: 03-09 Oct, 2020  Page 5 of 37 

 

Second wave 

Source: Editoril, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

CONSIDERING that the second wave of Covid-19 has already started confronting shaken health systems across the 

world, Pakistan must remain on guard. While this country has mercifully dodged the devastation some of the world’s 

Covid hotspots have endured, there is no reason to be complacent. This was the thrust of the prime minister’s tweet 

on Sunday, in which Imran Khan urged people to ..... 

more >> 

 

State of permanent preparation 

Source: Muhammad Hamid Zaman, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

Thinking about a time in the future when so much is happening right now, or preparing for an event that can be more 

disrupting than the present pandemic to our lives may be hard — but is exactly what we should be doing. Pakistan, 

for many reasons, actions and policies, has done relatively well in Covid-19, and though the death of over 6,000 

citizens is a tragedy, it could have been much wors..... 

more >> 

 

Covid-19: renewed concerns 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

A link between the spread of Covid-19 and winter remains largely unanswered by medical science though, there are 

growing concerns that the reigning coronavirus, like all other viruses, will peak as it gets colder. In what provides 

anecdotal evidence to this perception, the coronavirus numbers have started spiking in parts of the world, especially 

in the western countries, with the advent of winter..... 

more >> 

 

Off to a bad start 

Source: Editorial, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

Recent polls show that with the elections less than a month away, Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden has 

opened up a double-digit lead over US President Donald Trump. Although one of the factors was Trump’s terrible 

performance at the first presidential debate, the most pressing concern for Americans remains the atrocious US 

response to the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. The US is t..... 

more >> 

 

A regulatory challenge 

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

While the microfinance sector seems to have weathered the first coronavirus wave, there is a sense that it only 

managed to delay the inevitable. (For a rundown of the the sector’s health during the lockdown quarter, read 

“Microfinance during Covid,” published in this space September 22, 2020). When the deferred loans become due for 

payment next year, the sector will face a real t..... 

more >> 

 

COVID-19: Poverty and inequality 

Source: M Ali Kemal and Muhammad Saleh Muzaffar, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

Inclusive growth is inevitable to sustained reduction in poverty. Inequalityis considered an attached subject of poverty. 

Nonetheless, it is not necessary that they are moving in the same direction. Poverty estimates show a declining trend 

since 2001-02; nevertheless, the same cannot be proclaimed for inequality. Economic activity is alarmingly low due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. Millions of pe..... 

more >> 
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Covid fears 

Source: Editorial, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

There are growing fears in the country that a new wave of the Covid-19 virus may hit major urban centres and the 

other places after cases doubled over the past two weeks following the reopening of schools. Prime Minister Imran 

Khan has also warned of a second wave and said that while Pakistan has so far been spared the worst ravages of a 

virus that has devastated the world, this could change in th..... 

more >> 

 

October nightmare? 

Source: Harlan Ullman, Daily Times , 2020-10-07 

Now that the Corona Virus has infected the president, three Republican senators (at this writing) and a number of 

other officials, American politics may not have been so disrupted since Confederates fired on Fort Sumter in 

Charleston, South Carolina starting the Civil War in 1861. It is still far too early to know how seriously ill the president 

is and who else may be infected. Conflicting report..... 

more >> 

 

Pandemic and the global economy (Part I) 

Source: Hassnain Javed, Daily Times , 2020-10-08 

Covid19 has brought disruption to the globalized and interconnected world. The challenges of Covid19 have led to a 

dark period both in terms of human suffering but also the damage is done to our political and social fabric. But before 

the pandemic globalization was already in retreat. Now that trend looks set to accelerate. It is a diminished world in 

many ways that we’re looking. It’s..... 

more >> 

 

Alternate facts 

Source: S Qaisar Shareef, The News, International , 2020-10-08 

In the early hours of Friday, October 2, US President Trump tweeted that he and Melania Trump had tested positive 

for the coronavirus. The very next day Donald Trump was moved to the Walter Reed Medical Center just outside of 

Washington DC. Statements coming out of the White House about Trump’s health, including from the president’s 

personal physician, continue to be confusing ..... 

more >> 

 

SBP’s healthcare initiatives 

Source: Durdana Najam, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

Louis Pasteur, the famed 19thcentury microbiologist, once said, “Gentlemen, it is the microbes who will have the last 

word.” Nobody knows how long it will take scientists and virologists to come to grips with the coronavirus’ behaviour. 

The World Health Organization has however given good news that the vaccine to cure Covid-19 — one of the 

coronavirus-induced diseases &mdas..... 

more >> 

 

All indicators ‘good’ except inflation 

Source: Editorial, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

Federal Minister of Information Shibli Faraz while briefing the media on cabinet decisions has stated that the Minister 

for Planning, Development, Reforms and Special Initiatives Asad Umer stated during the meeting that all economic 

indicators were good barring inflation. The “good” indicators Umer noted included five major claims. First, contraction 

of the current account deficit..... 

more >> 
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Climate lessons from Covid-19 

Source: Kulsum Ahmed, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

THE world is in a bit of a mess these days. Yet, bright sparks of hope appear every so often. One of these sparks of 

hope was anonline seminarI attended on Sept 22 on Pakistan’s Covid-19 response. The seminar was arranged by 

the Centre for Global Development, and consisted of a panel comprising Asad Umar, Sania Nishtar, and Reza Baqir. 

It was moderated by Masood Ahmed, the president of CGD. ..... 

more >> 

 

There is no second wave here 

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

Having vanished completely earlier, the coronavirus has made a comeback of late with a second wave, initiating all 

sorts of panic, from nano micro mini smart lockdowns to reconsidering the opening of schools. Wrong. None of it 

happened. Corona never went away. There is no second wave. The coronavirus never really “vanished” as was the 

perception last month. It was just that t..... 

more >> 

 

M-wallets: did pandemic help? 

Source: BR Research, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

Back when coronavirus-related lockdowns hit the country in March, some observers of digital economy had predicted 

that the force majeure events would super-charge growth in ICT-enabled services. With the latest SBP data on 

branchless banking (BB) now available for the Apr-Jun quarter, at least the question pertaining to growth in mobile 

wallets during the so-called corona quarter can be objectivel..... 

more >> 
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National News 

AJK 

AJK govt to reimpose lockdown as Covid-19 cases surge 

Source: Tariq Naqash, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

MUZAFFARABAD: The Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) government has decided in principle to resort to 

enforcement of a lockdown across the state as cases of Covid-19 are on the rise again. The decision was taken at a 

high-level meeting presided over by Prime Minister Raja Farooq Haider on Sunday. During the meeting, officials 

expressed serious concern over increasing number of Covid-19 patients &mdash..... 

more >> 

 

Islamabad 

Corona resurges with 15 deaths, 625 cases 

Source: Agencies , The News, International , 2020-10-03 

ISLAMABAD: The deadly COVID-19 has started raising its head again as the total active COVID-19 cases in Pakistan 

on Friday were recorded at 8,877 as 625 more people tested positive for the deadly virus during the last 24 hours. 

As many as 15 corona patients, who were under treatment in hospitals, died on Friday, according to the latest update 

issued by the National Command and Operation Centre (N..... 

more >> 

 

Violations of virus SOPs triggers action 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

ISLAMABAD: The national body leading the country’s coronavirus response has asked all provinces and federating 

units to launch a crackdown on restaurants and wedding halls violating standard operative procedures (SOPs) framed 

to curb the spread of Covid-19 in the wake of a fresh surge in infections, particularly in the commercial hub of Karachi. 

“Indoor restaurants and marriage halls..... 

more >> 

 

Varsities told to focus on modern teaching techniques 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

ISLAMABAD: With the novel coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic changing the way classes have been taking place, 

research and innovation in teaching methodologies have become even more important. This was stated by the 

International Islamic University Islamabad (IIUI) President Dr Hathal bin Homoud Al-Otaibi while addressing the 

concluding ceremony of an international conference on “innovation i..... 

more >> 

 

Imran Khan wishes Trump, Melania speedy recovery from COVID-19 

Source: Our Staff Report, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

ISLAMABAD - Prime Minister Imran Khan on Friday wished US President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania 

Trump speedy recovery from COVID-19. The Prime Minister expressed his good wishes in a twitter post as President 

Trump and Melania Trump were tested positive for the coronavirus. Earlier, President Trump tweeted early Friday 

that “Tonight, @FLOTUS (First Lady of the United States) and..... 

more >> 
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Provinces asked to check restaurants, marriage halls violating SOPs 

Source: Tahir Niaz, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

ISLAMABAD - The National Command and Operation Centre on Friday directed all the four provinces and the 

federating units to launch crackdown against indoor restaurants and marriage halls violating the Standard Operating 

Procedures (SOPs) devised to stop the spread of coronavirus. In a tweet, Minister for Planning and Development 

Asad Umar said indoor restaurants and marriage halls were emergi..... 

more >> 

 

39 new corona positive cases reported from Islamabad in 24 hours 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

ISLAMABAD-National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Coronavirus on Friday said that 39 new COVID-

19 positive cases were reported from Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) during last 24 hours. According to an official 

of NCOC, so far 16,650 confirmed cases had been reported from the federal capital. Meanwhile, officials from 

Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS) confirmed report o..... 

more >> 

 

PMA concerned over rising Covid-19 cases in country 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) expressing concerns on increasing number of COVID-19 cases 

in the country urged the government to take appropriate measures to manage the situation. In a statement on 

Thursday, the PMA expressed concern over the increasing number of Coronavirus cases again in Pakistan for the 

last two weeks, particularly in Karachi and Sindh. “It has been ..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan reports 553 coronavirus cases in one day: NCOC 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

Pakistan on Saturday has reported 8 deaths in last 24 hours by novel coronavirus as the number of positive cases 

has surged to 313,984. The nationwide tally of fatalities has jumped to 6,507. According to the latest figures by the 

National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) 553 persons have been tested positive for COVID-19 in 24 hours. 

Till now 137,783 coronavirus cases have been confirmed in ..... 

more >> 

 

Micro-lockdown ordered in Malir as corona cases rise to 330 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

The Malir deputy commissioner has placed 44 houses and areas on micro-lockdown after a surge in COVID-19 cases 

has taken the number of positive cases in the district to 330. For violating the standard operating procedures (SOPs), 

41 restaurants across Karachi have been sealed on the orders of Commissioner Sohail Rajput between late Friday 

night and the wee hours of Saturday. Seven shops in..... 

more >> 

 

2 colleges sealed over corona cases 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

Islamabad The district administration on Saturday sealed Islamabad College for Boys, G-6/3, and Islamabad Model 

College for Girls, F-7/4, for five days after the detection of coronavirus among staff members. The development 

comes in line with the guidelines issued by the national health services ministry to stem the spread of coronavirus 

after the recent reopening of educational institutions. Acco..... 

more >> 
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Wary of winter: PM Imran urges people to wear face masks in public 

Source: News Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

ISLAMABAD: Cautioning against the onset of wintertriggering a second wave of Covid-19, Prime Minister Imran Khan 

on Sunday urged the nation to wear protective face masks in public spaces. "Compared to some other states, Allah 

has been kind to us in Pak & spared us worst effects of Covid-19," the premier said on Twitter. The prime minister 

added, "There is a fear onset of wint..... 

more >> 

 

Several educational institutes sealed in twin cities 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

ISLAMABAD: Several educational institutes have been sealed in the twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad after 

several staff members and students were tested positive for the coronavirus. Official sources revealed that after the 

reopening of educational institutes the number of coronavirus patients had witnessed a surge in the twin cities. Three 

positive cases were reported in Islamabad..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan reports 553 more Covid-19 cases, 8 deaths 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan yesterday reported 553 fresh coronavirus cases and 8 deaths related to the pandemic, official 

data revealed. The government’s portal for tracking the spread of the disease in the country said that the tally has 

risen to 313,984 while the recovery rate is 95.1 per cent. So far 298,593 persons have recovered from the disease. 

The data shows that Islamabad, Gilgit-Bal..... 

more >> 

 

2 public colleges in Islamabad sealed after confirmation of COVID-19 cases 

Source: Rahul Basharat, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

ISLAMABAD-The health authorities on Saturday sealed two public sector colleges in the city after confirmation of 

novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in educational institutions. The District Health Officer (DHO) Dr. Zaeem Zia informed 

The Nation that two colleges in G-6/3 and F-7/4 have been sealed for five days after confirmation of COVID-19 cases 

there. The letter written by the District Health O..... 

more >> 

 

WB lauded for providing loans for Covid-19, locust control 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan on Saturday appreciated World Bank for providing loans for Covid-19 and locust emergency 

control project. Federal Minister Makhdoom Khusro Bakhtyar met Najy Benhassine, County Director of World Bank 

in Pakistan, in his office at Ministry of Economic Affairs. Both sides discussed the priority areas of engagement to 

strengthen the WB’s portfolio in Pakistan. The minister t..... 

more >> 

 

ITP resumes driving licence services with COVID-19 SOPs 

Source: APP, The News, International , 2020-10-05 

Islamabad : Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) has resumed driving licence services after a hiatus of over six months with 

the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) standard operating procedures (SOPs) to keep virus at the bay. “We have been 

issuing 250 tokens each day on first come first-served basis since Monday, following one of the important virus 

containing guideline such as social distancin..... 

more >> 
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Teachers’ role during pandemic needs acknowledgment 

Source: APP, The News, International , 2020-10-05 

Islamabad : World Teachers Day, falling on October 5 is a reminder for acknowledgment of the extra-ordinary role 

played by the teachers through continuing their mission to educate students during the challenging the academic 

atmosphere of COVID-19 pandemic in the country. The role of the teachers in building an educated society cannot 

be overlooked especially during the unusual situation l..... 

more >> 

 

PM fears virus wave in winter, advises use of mask 

Source: Ikram Junaidi, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

ISLAMABAD: With the number of Covid-19 infections rising again, Prime Minister Imran Khan on Sunday warned 

that the nation could expect a spike in virus cases in winter. The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) also expressed 

the fear, saying that laxity on the part of people could trigger a surge in cases. According to the data shared by the 

National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on Covid-1..... 

more >> 

 

FATF to decide about Pakistan status this month 

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

ISLAMABAD: A virtual meeting of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) plenary scheduled for Oct 21-23 will decide 

if Pakistan should be excluded from its ‘grey list’, based on a review of Islamabad’s performance to meet global 

commitments and standards on fight against money laundering and terror financing (ML&TF). The FATF plenary was 

earlier scheduled in June but Islamaba..... 

more >> 

 

F-7/2 college in Islamabad to be sealed today after two test positive for Covid-19 

Source: Ikram Junaidi | Aamir Yasin, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

ISLAMABAD: The capital administration has decided to seal the Federal Government Postgraduate College for Girls 

in F-7/2 after two people at the institution tested positive for Covid-19. The college will be closed today (Monday) for 

five days, Islamabad District Health Officer Dr Zaeem Zia toldDawn. “We will disinfect the educational institution and 

try to trace the patients’ contact..... 

more >> 

 

553 new Covid-19 cases reported; eight lives los 

Source: APP, Daily Times , 2020-10-04 

The total active Covid-19 cases in Pakistan were recorded 8,884 as 553 more people tested positive for the deadly 

virus during the last 24 hours. Eight coronavirus patients, who were under treatment in hospital died, according to 

the latest update issued by the National command and Operation Center (NCOC). No Covid-affected person was on 

ventilator in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) and Balochist..... 

more >> 

 

Pro boxing organisers breach Covid-19 SOPs 

Source: Abdul Mohi Shah, The News, International , 2020-10-05 

ISLAMABAD: Blatant violations of the government’s Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for Covid-19 were seen 

during the professional boxing event in Islamabad as the organisers allowed around 2,000 spectators to gather 

despite repeated requests made by the government to follow SOPs to avoid danger involved in close contact. The 

event was free for all and only five percent of the peo..... 

more >> 
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PM sees 2nd wave of Covid-19 

Source: Naveed Butt, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan on Sunday advised the countrymen to wear face masks in public to avert 

the feared second wave of Covid-19 pandemic in winter. On Twitter, the prime minister said compared to some other 

states, Allah had been kind to Pakistan by sparing it from worst effects of the pandemic. “There is a fear, onset of 

winter could result in 2nd wave. I urge every..... 

more >> 

 

Citizens advised to follow SOPs in markets, restaurants 

Source: APP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of National Health Services has asked the citizens to rigorously follow Standard Operating 

Procedures (SOPs) in markets, food establishments and restaurants in the country to help mitigate the exposure to 

the COVID-19 virus. According to an official of the ministry, these guidelines provide practices that address specific 

health and safety concerns related to the sprea..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan reports 644 Coronavirus cases in one day 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

The total active COVID-19 cases in Pakistan on Monday were recorded 8,907 as 644 more people tested positive 

for the deadly virus during the last 24 hours. Four corona patients, who were under treatment in hospital died on 

Sunday, according to the latest update issued by the National command and Operation Centre (NCOC). No COVID 

affected person was on ventilator in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJ..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan ranked top in Asia with highest response 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

Islamabad:Pakistan was labelled on Monday as one of the top ranked countries in Asia having the highest response 

to social protection amid the COVID-19 crises. The occasion was a global conference hosted by the International 

Policy Centre for Inclusive Growth (IPC-IG). The new study was conducted by UNICEF, UN and IPC-IG to assess 

social protection response in Asia focusing on an extensive..... 

more >> 

 

Masks, sanitisers distributed 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

Islamabad:Deputy Commissioner (DC) Hamza Shafqaat and District Health Officer (DHO) Dr Muhammad Zaeem Zia 

have distributed face masks and hand sanitisers among common public and said that we the people of capital are 

facing challenges of coronavirus and dengue. The concerned officers have appealed people of the capital to wear 

face-masks to avert the feared second wave of COVID-19 pandemic in wint..... 

more >> 

 

Visitors show concern over lack of SOPs at recreational spots 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

Islamabad:The visitors have opined that lack of implementation of Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) in CDA-

developed hiking trails may become a source for spreading coronavirus disease. Amin-ul-Haq, a visitor at Trail V, 

said, “I really feel bad after seeing that now SOPs are not being implemented here. Last time when I visited this trail 

there were people who were deputed at main..... 

more >> 
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Virus to spread further if people keep ignoring SOPs, NCOC told 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

The National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) was informed on Monday that noncompliance of mask 

wearing and social distancing may give rise to disease spread. Federal Minister for Planning, Development and 

Special Initiatives Asad Umar chaired the NCOC daily situational brief. Asad Umar said that monitoring of disease 

prevalence and containment measures were important. “Wearing of facema..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan tops in Asia with highest response to social protection 

Source: APP, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

Pakistan ranked top in Asia having the highest response to social protection amid Covid-19 crises at a global 

conference hosted by the International Policy Center for Inclusive Growth (IPC-IG) on Monday. This new study was 

conducted by UNICEF, UN and IPC-IG to assess social protection response in Asia focusing on an extensive 

mapping and overview of how social protection measures were deployed by..... 

more >> 

 

Over a dozen staffers at Pakistan’s embassy in Nepal contract Covid 

Source: Iftikhar A. Khan, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

ISLAMABAD: As the Covid-19 pandemic continues to grip Nepal, Pakistan’s ambassador in the country and his 

spouse and over a dozen members of the diplomatic staff have contracted the virus, informed sources toldDawnon 

Monday. A source at Pakistan’s embassy in Kathmandu said that at least one of the embassy’s staffers was in the 

intensive care unit (ICU) of a hospital in Kathmandu..... 

more >> 

 

Four test positive at Rawalpindi educational institutions 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

RAWALPINDI: Four people have tested positive for Covid-19 during randomised testing in educational institutions in 

Rawalpindi district, following which the administration has decided to seal any school or college where three or more 

cases have been reported. Random sampling began on Sept 15. Seven patients were detected between Sept 15 

and Sept 25, five more tested positive between Sept 24 and Oc..... 

more >> 

 

Govt urged to implement Covid SOPs 

Source: APP, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) Secretary General Dr Qaiser Sajjad on Monday urged the 

government for strict implementation of Covid-19 SOPs to stop spread of the virus. He said the people were 

continuously ignoring the precautionary measures against the deadly virus which could make cause to spread it at 

large scale. He urged that the government should adopt strict position for imp..... 

more >> 

 

Non-use of masks to spike Covid-19 cases 

Source: Imran Mukhtar, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

ISLAMABAD - The government has decided to issue new standard operating procedures (SOPs) for wedding halls 

and restaurants throughout the country after coming to know that such facilities are turning major potential hotspots 

for the spread of deadly coronavirus. The decision was taken in the light of daily situational briefing on the pandemic 

held at the National Command and Operation Center ..... 

more >> 
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No closure of schools & colleges from 15th: Shafqat Mehmood 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

Islamabad : The government has denied reports suggesting the imminent closure of educational institutions over 

growing cases of coronavirus among students and teachers. “Fake news being circulated on social media that 

educational institutions will be closed on Oct 15. No truth in this," Federal Education and Professional Training 

Minister Shafqat Mehmood said in a twitter messag..... 

more >> 

 

NCOC reports more Covid-19 cases in capital 

Source: APP, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-07 

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) on coronavirus pandemic on Tuesday said that 

56 new coronavirus cases were reported from the federal capital during last 24 hours. According to an official of 

NCOC, as many as 23 cases were reported last day while so far total 16,845 cases were reported from the federal 

capital. He said that 184 deaths were reported from Islamabad Capit..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan reports 624 Coronavirus cases in one day 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-07 

Pakistan on Wednesday has reported 12 deaths in last 24 hours by novel coronavirus as the number of positive 

cases has surged to 316,351. The nationwide tally of fatalities has jumped to 6,535. According to the latest figures 

by the National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) 624 persons have been tested positive for COVID-19 in 24 

hours. Sindh remains the worst-hit province by the pandemic..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan’s corona recoveries surpass 300,000 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-07 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan’s coronavirus recoveries have risen to 300,616 after 780 more people recovered from Covid-

19 in the country. According to the official coronavirus portal, 516 virus patients are in critical condition at the moment. 

Meanwhile, Punjab’s Covid-19 tally has crossed 100,000 Punjab has recorded 92 new cases of the Coronavirus 

during the last 24 hours, taking the pro..... 

more >> 

 

NHA Chairman praises China for assisting Pakistan in fight against COVID-19 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-07 

ISLAMABAD - National Highway Authority Chairman Capt (Retd) Sikander Qayyum Tuesday commended China for 

assisting Pakistan in its fight against the novel coronavirus by providing medical supplies. “Pak –China friendship is 

time tested. China has extended all the possible help to Pakistan to cope with Covid -19 in Pakistan,” said Sikander 

during a meeting with a six-member de..... 

more >> 

 

467 more test positive for Covid-19; six lose lives 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-07 

The total active COVID-19 cases in Pakistan on Tuesday were recorded 8,588 as 467 more people tested positive 

for the deadly virus during the last 24 hours.Six coronavirus patients, who were under treatment in hospital died on 

Monday, according to the latest update issued by the National command and Operation Centre (NCOC). No Covid-

19 affected person was on ventilator in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (A..... 

more >> 
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CPC donates masks, PPEs to Pakistan 

Source: News Desk, Daily Times , 2020-10-08 

China has generously sent surgical masks and personal protective equipment (PPEs) to Pakistan’s parliament, 

ministries and political parties amid the fears of a second wave of the coronavirus, Gwadar Pro reported on 

Wednesday. The Central Communist Party of China donated 54,000 protection masks to Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI) Advisor for Communist Party of China handed ..... 

more >> 

 

WB sees poverty rise, muted recovery in Pakistan over two years 

Source: Khaleeq Kiani, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

ISLAMABAD: Forecasting worst recession in South Asia, the World Bank sees an increase in poverty in Pakistan 

over the next two years coupled with muted and uncertain economic recovery owing to the adverse impacts of Covid-

19. “In Pakistan, economic growth is projected to remain below potential, at 0.5pc for FY21 compared to over 4pc 

annual average in the three years to FY2019,” said t..... 

more >> 

 

NIH issues seasonal alert for outbreaks 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-08 

Islamabad : The National Institute of Health (NIH) issued its 49th Seasonal Awareness and Alert Letter (SAAL) for 

epidemic-prone infectious diseases in Pakistan here Wednesday. The purpose of the document is to alert health 

authorities and professionals to the need for a timely and efficient response to outbreaks and epidemics. The letter 

has been developed for winter season—from Oct..... 

more >> 

 

Qureshi thanks Emirati counterpart for taking care of Pakistanis during pandemic 

Source: News Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi and United Arab Emirates (UAE) Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation His Highness Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al Nahyan held a telephonic conversation 

on Thursday. According to a press release issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, both the diplomats exchanged 

views on bilateral relations, regional situation and issues of com..... 

more >> 

 

NCOC expresses concern over slight increase in COVID-19 cases 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) Thursday expressed concerns over increase in cases of novel 

coronavirus in Pakistan and urged masses to follow precautionary measures. According to details, NCOC held an 

important meeting on situation of coronavirus pandemic in the country. The meeting was informed that public 

gathering, restaurants and wedding halls are major reason for spread of ..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan reports 583 COVID-19 cases in one day 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

Pakistan on Wednesday has reported 9 deaths in last 24 hours by novel coronavirus as the number of positive cases 

has surged to 316,934. The nationwide tally of fatalities has jumped to 6,544. According to the latest figures by the 

National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) 583 persons have been tested positive for COVID-19 in 24 hours. 

Sindh remains the worst-hit province by the pandemic ..... 

more >> 
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Pakistan reports 624 fresh Covid-19 cases, 12 deaths 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan yesterday reported 624 fresh Covid-19 cases and 12 deaths, according to official portal to 

check spread of coronavirus cases in the country. The official data said that Covid-19 infected 19 more people in 

Balochistan, bringing the provincial tally to 14,951. The contagion has claimed 146 lives so far in the province. 

According to the authorities, 14,951 patients have recovered..... 

more >> 

 

3 more educational institutions sealed as corona cases emerge 

Source: Rahul Basharat, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

ISLAMABAD-The health authorities on Wednesday sealed three more educational institutions in the city after 

confirmation of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) cases there. The District Health Officer (DHO) Dr. Zaeem Zia informed 

The Nation that cases have been reported from National University of Modern Languages (NUML), Islamabad 

College for Girls F-6/2 and a private educational institution as well..... 

more >> 

 

COVID test mandatory for Pakistan-bound travellers from UK: Zulfikar Bukhari 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

ISLAMABAD - Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource 

Development Sayed Zulfikar Abbas Bukhari has said that the government had made COVID-19 test mandatory for 

Pakistan-bound travellers from the United Kingdom (UK). “As per government of Pakistan’s policy, all those intending 

to travel from the UK to Pakistan have to get themselves ..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan reports 661 Coronavirus cases in one day 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

Pakistan on Friday has reported 8 deaths in last 24 hours by novel coronavirus as the number of positive cases has 

surged to 317,595. The nationwide tally of fatalities has jumped to 6,552. According to the latest figures by the 

National Command and Operation Center (NCOC), 661 persons have been tested positive for COVID-19 in 24 hours. 

Sindh remains the worst-hit province by the pandemic in..... 

more >> 

 

NCOC to review prevailing Covid-19 situation 

Source: Tahir Niaz, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

ISLAMABAD - The National Command and Operation Center (NCOC) has decided to review the prevailing Covid-19 

sit uation in the country and formulate a comprehensive response to check any possible resurgence of the pandemic 

in the coming days. Minister for Planning and Special Initiatives Asad Umar chaired the NCOC meeting here on 

Thursday. The decision was taken in view of the increasing number..... 

more >> 
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 

Lockdown months: Parents stage protest to seek relief in fees 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

MANSEHRA: The parents on Saturday staged a protest to demand relaxation in the fees being charged by 

educational institutions for months of the lockdown when schools remained shut. “The private educational institutions 

have been demanding the combined six-month fee from the students and those who don’t pay this huge money are 

being expelled from the schools and colleges,”..... 

more >> 

 

School closed as six staffers test corona positive 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

TIMERGARA: Lower Dir district administration on Saturday closed the Govt Higher Secondary School Manial in 

Maidan area after six staffers tested positive for Covid-19 in the school. According to a notification issued by the 

office of the deputy commissioner, Lower, three teachers and as many Class-IV employees of the school had tested 

positive for Covid-19, after which the institution was closed f..... 

more >> 

 

Four KMC students tested positive for COVID-19 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

Peshawar - Four students residing in Khyber Medical College (KMC) girls’ hostel tested positive on Saturday for 

COVID-19. According to the sources, two days back couple of students, residing in the hostel, complained about 

symptoms relating to COVID-19 and on PCR testing were declared COVID-19 positive. Their families were informed 

and it was decided that they would remain isolated in ..... 

more >> 

 

School closed after six corona cases emerge 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

TIMERGARA - The Lower Dir district administration closed Government Higher Secondary School Manial in Maidan 

area after six staffers were tested positive for Covid-19 in the school. According to a notification issued by the office 

of the DC Lower Dir, three teachers and three Class-IV employees of the school were tested positive for Covid-19 

after which the institution was closed for five day..... 

more >> 

 

Battagram school closed over virus infections 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

BATTAGRAM: The district administration closed Government Higher Secondary School, Thakot, after nine teachers 

tested positive for Covid-19. A letter issued by the district education office said in light of the recommendations of the 

deputy commissioner, the school had been closed from Oct 4 to 13, after nine staff members contracted coronavirus. 

The letter said the school’s principal had b..... 

more >> 

 

Govt and media collaboration mitigated Covid-19 crisis 

Source: Umer Farooq, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

PESHAWAR: As the Covid-19 pandemic hit every part of the world, news media played an important role in creating 

awareness among the masses. Not only the mainstream media but social media was also flooded with information 

related to the pandemic. However, in a country like Pakistan, where only a small segment of the population has 

access to the internet, the majority of users are unaware of posit..... 

more >> 
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KMC closed for two weeks as 7 students test positive for COVID-19 

Source: Mushtaq Yusufzai, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

PESHAWAR: The authorities on Monday decided to close the Khyber Medical College (KMC) for two weeks after 

seven students tested positive for the coronavirus, which has resurfaced in the province. Two patients died of 

coronavirus and 103 were diagnosed with the viral infection in the province on Sunday. In KP, 1,262 people have 

died of the coronavirus and 38,076 people tested positive for t..... 

more >> 

 

Smart lockdown imposed in 15 places in Mansehra 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

MANSEHRA: The district administration on Monday imposed a smart-lockdown at 15 places in different parts of 

Mansehra after frequent cases of coronavirus were reported from those areas. A notification issued by Deputy 

Commissioner Mansehra revealed that smart-lockdown was put in place at three different places in Balakot tehsil, 

six different places in Oghi tehsil and six others places at G..... 

more >> 

 

Khyber Medical College closes campus, hostels over Covid cases 

Source: Dawn Report, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

PESHAWAR/MANSEHRA: The Khyber Medical College and its four hostels have been closed for two weeks after 

detection of Covid-19 among six female students. The students have been directed to visit the college’s website for 

daily updates from time to time to stay abreast with the desired information, according to a press release issued here 

on Monday. On Saturday, the KMC administration had cl..... 

more >> 

 

KMC closed for two weeks amid virus threat 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

PESHAWAR: Khyber Medical College (KMU) has been closed sealed for two weeks after the several students and 

a teacher contracted coronavirus. The KMC Girls Hostel had already been sealed off after four students residing 

there tested positive for coronavirus. After the surfacing of positive cases in one of the girls’ hostel, some 573 swab 

samples were collected from other hostels as well. D..... 

more >> 

 

Possible re-emergence of corona: CM Mahmood Khan for necessary steps to cope with any emergency 

Source: Bureau Report, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister Mahmood Khan on Tuesday directed the authorities concerned to take necessary steps 

to ensure all the required arrangements to effectively deal with the possible outbreak of coronavirus in the winter 

season. Chairing a meeting of the Health Department, the chief minister stressed the need for close coordination 

among the relevant government departments to cope with ..... 

more >> 

 

Hostels closed after students test positive for COVID-19 

Source: Muhammad Farooq, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

SWABI: The administration of Gajju Khan Medical College Swabi on Tuesday closed down its hostels after five 

students of the institution tested positive for the coronavirus. The Gajju Khan Medical College has become the first 

educational institution in the district, which closed down the hostels due to positive cases of the coronavirus. The 

three universities in the district, numerous colle..... 

more >> 
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K-P braces for second wave of coronavirus 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-07 

PESHAWAR: To cope with another likely wave of coronavirus during the winter season which is approaching fast, 

the provincial chief executive has directed for taking adequate measures to tackle the spread of virus. Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) Chief Minister Mahmood Khan issued these directives as he presided over a meeting of the 

provincial health department. The chief minister it was necessary to ..... 

more >> 

 

Punjab 

Coronavirus continues hitting twin cities 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-10-03 

Rawalpindi : Coronavirus illness, COVID-19 outbreak is continuously hitting population here in Islamabad Capital 

Territory and Rawalpindi district as the virus claimed another life here in the region in last 24 hours while as many as 

53 more patients have been tested positive for the illness. The number of patients being tested positive for the illness 

that has registered a significant dec..... 

more >> 

 

Corona testing of all students, staff not recommended 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-03 

LAHORE:The Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department (PSHD) Punjab has clarified that compulsory testing 

of all students and staff for Covid-19 is not recommended by the government. In a letter to University of Health 

Sciences (UHS) vice-chancellor, the PSHD secretary observed that all educational institutes should follow the SOPs 

for coronavirus and have effective precautionary measures..... 

more >> 

 

Schools barred from demanding virus certificates 

Source: Adnan Lodhi, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

LAHORE: Punjab government bared all privet and public sector education institutions to demand coronavirus test 

certificates from the students. Punjab government also directed the education institutes to implement standard 

operating procedures (SOPs) instead of demanding coronavirus tests. The Punjab government would conduct 

random tests of students and employees but no school administration woul..... 

more >> 

 

Corona tests of 1,450 teachers, students conducted, seven positive 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

FAISALABAD - The district education department got conducted COVID-19 test of 1,450 teachers and students of 

different government schools and seven cases were positive during the last two weeks. Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

District Education Authority Ali Ahmed Sian said on Friday that coronavirus test of teachers and students of 18 

government schools had been conducted as six children and ..... 

more >> 

 

126 new corona cases reported in last 24 hours: CM 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

LAHORE - Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has said that 126 new corona cases have been reported 

during the last 24 hours raising the number of active patients to 1,681 in the province. In a statement issued here on 

Friday, he said that two patients have died during the last 24 hours whereas 95,687 have been recovered out of a 

total of 99,605 patients. He said that as many as 12, 63,..... 

more >> 
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2 deaths, 82 new cases hint at situation getting worse Muhammad Qasim 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

Rawalpindi The number of patients being tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID- 19 is on a continuous rise 

in Islamabad Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district hinting towards a situation getting worse as in last 24 hours, 

another 82 patients have been tested positive for the illness from the region while the virus claimed two more lives. 

It is for the second time in the last week that o..... 

more >> 

 

Covid-19 claims another life 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

LAHORE : The Covid-19 claimed another life and 60 new infections were confirmed in Punjab during the last 24 

hours, according to a report issued by Primary and Secondary Healthcare (P&SH) Department here on Saturday. 

The toll of fatalities rose to 2,238 in Punjab, while confirmed cases of coronavirus reached 99,665 in the province. 

Out of a total of 99,665 infections in Punjab, as man..... 

more >> 

 

Precautionary steps vital to ward off second wave of Covid-19: CM Usman Buzdar 

Source: APP, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

LAHORE: Chief Minister Usman Buzdar has said precautionary measures are utmost necessary to deal with the 

expected second wave of coronavirus. In a statement issued here on Saturday, he appealed to citizens to strictly 

follow the standard operating procedures (SOPs), issued by the health department to deal with Covid-19 virus. 

Protection of students was the top priority, said Usman Buzdar..... 

more >> 

 

2 deaths, 82 new cases reported from twin cities 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

Rawalpindi : The number of patients being tested positive for coronavirus illness, COVID-19 is on a continuous rise 

in Islamabad Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district hinting towards a situation getting worse as in last 24 hours, 

another 82 patients have been tested positive for the illness from the region while the virus claimed two more lives. 

It is for the second time in the last we..... 

more >> 

 

Several educational institutes sealed in twin cities 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

ISLAMABAD: Several educational institutes have been sealed in the twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad after 

several staff members and students were tested positive for the coronavirus. Official sources revealed that after the 

reopening of educational institutes the number of coronavirus patients had witnessed a surge in the twin cities. Three 

positive cases were reported in Islamabad Model C..... 

more >> 

 

Shafqat lauds role of edu institutions during COVID-19 lockdown 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

LAHORE - Federal Minister for Education Shafqat Mehmood Saturday lauded the role of educational institutions 

during COVID-19 lockdown, saying that the institutions brought new ways to impart education during the crisis times. 

Speaking as the chief guest at an event here, he said that during the lockdown, the education sector had to suffer a 

lot as closing of educational institutions was not ..... 

more >> 
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Number of patients on continuous rise 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-10-05 

Rawalpindi : As many as 65 new patients have been tested positive for COVID-19 from Islamabad Capital Territory 

and Rawalpindi district in last 24 hours keeping situation alarming as according to health experts, the population in 

the region may face another spike in number of cases and deaths due to the disease in the coming days. In this 

region of the country, educational institutions and..... 

more >> 

 

Over 80 booked for holding kabaddi matches, flouting SOPs 

Source: Correspondent, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

TOBA TEK SINGH: Gojra Saddar police on Sunday booked more than 80 people on Sunday for holding two kabaddi 

matches without permission in two villages where the Covid-19 standard operating procedures (SOPs) were also 

violated. In the first information report (FIR), registered on complainant of Gojra Saddar Assistant Sub-Inspector 

Shahbaz Ahmad under sections of the Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) and th..... 

more >> 

 

147 new cases, 2 deaths reported in Punjab due to COVID-19 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

LAHORE - The COVID-19 has taken away two more lives in the province while the number of coronavirus cases in 

the province reached 99,814 after registration of 147 new cases. According to the spokesperson of the Punjab 

Primary and Secondary Healthcare Department on Sunday, so far the total number of deaths in the province has 

been recorded 2,240. The P&SHD confirmed that 58 new cases of C..... 

more >> 

 

38 more test positive for COVID-19, 185 new cases 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

Rawalpindi:The confirmation of 38 new patients positive from Islamabad Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district for 

coronavirus illness, COVID-19 in last 24 hours has taken tally to 23170 on Monday registering nearly 800 new 

patients in last two weeks from the region making the situation much alarming as compared to other parts of the 

country. Data collected by ‘The News’ on M..... 

more >> 

 

No corona-related death in last 24 hours: CM 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-06 

LAHORE:Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has said that no corona patient died during the last 24 hours in Punjab 

while 129 new cases have been reported. In a statement, the chief minister stated that the number of active patients 

was 1,689 while 96,012 recovered. He said that 9,325 had been tested while 2,240 have, so far, died in the province. 

The chief minister appealed to the citizens to follo..... 

more >> 

 

Crop production unaffected by coronavirus lockdown 

Source: Asif Mehmood, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

LAHORE: The coronavirus lockdown affected many sectors in Pakistan, but the agricultural sector of the country has 

survived the adverse effects of the pandemic. According to agronomists, the production of various crops was not 

affected during the lockdown, but the supply of fresh fruits and vegetables was disrupted, impacting farmers and 

others connected to the industry. Speaking to The Express ..... 

more >> 
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Uptick in Covid-19 cases alarming: official 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

RAWALPINDI/ ISLAMABAD: At least 23 new coronavirus (Covid-19) cases were reported in Islamabad and 45 in 

Rawalpindi during the last 24 hours, as per official data. Out of the total cases reported for the day in Rawalpindi, at 

least 15 infections were detected in the educational institutions. Islamabad District Health Office (DHO) reported that 

53 Covid-19 patients were reported on Sunday includ..... 

more >> 

 

No corona patient died in Punjab in last 24 hours: Buzdar 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

LAHORE - Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has said that no corona patient died during the last 24 hours 

in Punjab while 129 new cases have been reported. In a statement, the Chief Minister stated that the number of 

active patients in Punjab stood at 1,689. He further stated that as many as 96,012 patients have been recovered 

while 2,240 have died of corona in the province. He said 9,325 p..... 

more >> 

 

Coronavirus continues to haunt twin cities population 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

Rawalpindi : Coronavirus illness, COVID-19 has claimed another two lives here in Islamabad Capital Territory and 

Rawalpindi district in last 24 hours while 63 more patients have been tested positive for the illness hinting that the 

situation is not heading towards normalcy as was being claimed by the government authorities and a number of 

politicians from the ruling party last month. The v..... 

more >> 

 

Three COVID-19 patients die in Punjab 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

LAHORE:Three COVID-19 patients died and another 92 new infections were confirmed in Punjab during the last 24 

hours, according to report issued by Primary and Secondary Healthcare (P&SH) Department on Tuesday. The toll of 

fatalities was raised to 2,243 in the province, while confirmed cases of COVID-19 reached 100,033 in the province. 

Out of a total of 100,033 infections in Punjab, 97,..... 

more >> 

 

110 test positive for COVID-19, making situation much alarming 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-10-08 

Rawalpindi : The continuous increase in number of confirmed patients of coronavirus illness, COVID-19 from 

Islamabad Capital Territory and Rawalpindi district has turned the situation much alarming as in last 24 hours, another 

110 patients have been tested positive for the disease and it is much alarming because over 100 confirmed patients 

of the illness have been reported from the region in a day..... 

more >> 

 

Two corona patients die, 115 new cases reported 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-08 

LAHORE:Chief Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar has said two corona patients died in Punjab during the last 24 hours 

while 115 new cases of coronavirus infection were reported. There is fear of increase in corona cases if SOPs are 

ignored, warned Usman Buzdar. The number of active corona patients is 1,814 in Punjab while 96,089 have 

recovered, said the CM. As many as 10,066 people were tested du..... 

more >> 
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PRCS conducts session about COVID-19 awareness at GCU 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

LAHORE - Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) Punjab conducted dissemination session on Humanitarian 

Initiatives of Pakistan Red Crescent and awareness on COVID-19 at Bukhari Auditorium GC University on 

Wednesday. Chairman PRCS Ibrar-ul-Haq, Chairman PRCS Punjab Justice (retired), Sheikh Ahmed Farooq and 

Vice -Chancellor GCU Lahore Prof Dr Asghar Zaidi were also present. While addressing the ..... 

more >> 

 

4 deaths, 87 new cases from twin cities 

Source: Muhammad Qasim, The News, International , 2020-10-09 

Rawalpindi : Another four confirmed patients of COVID-19 lost their lives due to the disease here in Islamabad Capital 

Territory and Rawalpindi district in last 24 hours taking death toll from the region to 479 while another 87 tested 

positive for coronavirus illness from the region taking tally to 23430. It is important that the virus claimed four lives in 

a day from the region on Thursda..... 

more >> 

 

COVID-19 impact on higher education discussed 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-09 

LAHORE:The first two-day international e-conference on Research and Leadership (IeCOREL 2020) was organised 

by Department of Education of University of Management and Technology (UMT) on Thursday. According to a press 

release, the theme of the moot was “Literacy and Non-formal Basic Education: Entering 21st Century with Literate 

Population” with an aim to highlight prevailing i..... 

more >> 

 

Two COVID-19 patients die in Punjab 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-09 

LAHORE:Two Covid-19 patients died and another 124 new infections were confirmed in Punjab during the last 24 

hours, according to a report issued by Primary and Secondary Healthcare (P&SH) Department here on Thursday. 

Fatalities have reached 2,247 in Punjab, while confirmed cases of coronavirus reached 100,272 in the province. Out 

of a total of 100,272 infections in Punjab, 97,492 citiz..... 

more >> 

 

CM urges people to adopt corona SOPs 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

LAHORE - Chief Minister Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar has appealed to the citizens to avoid going to overcrowded 

places and follow anti-corona SOPs to remain safe from this virus. In a statement issued here on Thursday, the CM 

asserted that timely decisions helped in overcoming the pandemic and anti-corona steps of the Pakistan government 

have also been acknowledged at the global level. While i..... 

more >> 

 

Ehsaas Emergency Cash programme helped country respond to COVID-19: Dr. Nishtar 

Source: APP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

ISLAMABAD - Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Poverty Alleviation and Social Protection Dr. Sania Nishtar 

on Thursday said Ehsaas Emergency Cash programme has largely helped the country respond to the immediate 

crisis of COVID-19 through providing relief to the poor households in Pakistan as well as putting in place critical 

building blocks for a stronger and deeper financial inclusion of..... 

more >> 
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Sindh 

Micro-lockdown imposed in parts of East, Korangi districts 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-03 

District authorities in Karachi on Friday sealed six more wedding halls and another 103 restaurants for violating the 

coronavirus SOPs, according to the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC). Given a surge in COVID-19 

cases, the district east deputy commissioner has placed parts of five areas on a micro-lockdown until October 17. 

They are Al Mustafa Apartment, Gulshan-e-Iqbal; Askri..... 

more >> 

 

Five more die from COVID-19 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-03 

Five more people have died from the novel coronavirus and another 316 have tested positive when 12,990 samples 

were tested in Sindh. The province’s death toll from the virus had reached 2,517, said Sindh Chief Minister Syed 

Murad Ali Shah in his daily COVID-19 situation report on Friday. So far, he said, 1,387,758 tests had been conducted 

which detected 10 per cent or 137,783 cases ..... 

more >> 

 

Govt moves to check virus resurgence in Karachi 

Source: Sameer Mandhro, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

KARACHI: The government has tightened pandemic restrictions in Karachi, with the city administration sealing in the 

recent days multiple commercial entities where coronavirus-related standard operating procedures (SOPs) were 

ignored. Meanwhile, the lockdown was extended to five neighbourhoods of East district and three union councils 

(UCs) of Korangi district. As many as 316 new Covid-19 cases e..... 

more >> 

 

Covid-19 challenge;Timely, calibrated economic response articulated: SBP chief 

Source: Muhammad Bilal Tahir, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

KARACHI: State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Governor Dr Reza Baqir Friday said that the federal government and the 

central bank gave a timely and calibrated economic response during Covid-19 without compromising buffers. He was 

addressing the 17th Annual Excellence Awards Ceremony, organized by CFA Society Pakistan at a local hotel here. 

Sharing the details of the government efforts during Covid-19..... 

more >> 

 

6 marriage halls, 103 restaurants sealed over SOPs violation 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

KARACHI - Sixmarriage hallsand 103 restaurants have been sealed in Karachi for failing to comply with health 

guidelines and Covid-19 prevalence, the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) said on Friday. In a 

statement, the body said all provinces — as well as Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Jammu and Kashmir and Islamabad Capital 

Territory — have been instructed to ensure the implem..... 

more >> 

 

COVID-19 claims five more lives, infects 316 others in Sindh: CM 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

KARACHI-Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Friday said that five more patients of coronavirus died lifting 

the death toll to 2517 and 316 more infected with virus when 12990 samples were tested raising the tally to 137,783. 

In a statement issued here from CM House, Syed Murad Ali Shah said that 12,990 samples were tested against 

which 316 new cases emerged that came to 2.4 percent cu..... 

more >> 
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Crackdown intensified against SOP violators in Karachi as second wave feared 

Source: Faiza Ilyas | Imran Ayub, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

KARACHI: As five more Covid-19 patients died overnight and more than 300 new cases emerged in Sindh, the local 

administration imposed “mini smart lockdown” in five more neighbourhoods of Karachi’s East district on Friday 

evening, sealed six marriage halls and 104 restaurants across the metropolis for failing to comply with safety 

guidelines. A notification issued by the deputy c..... 

more >> 

 

Three more succumb to COVID-19 in Sindh as 267 new cases emerge 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

COVID-19 has claimed three more lives in Sindh during last 24 hours, raising the death toll due to the viral disease 

in the province to 2,520, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said on Saturday in his daily statement on the 

pandemic situation in Sindh. He added that another 267 people had tested positive for the coronavirus infection 

during 24 hours. The new patients were diagnosed ..... 

more >> 

 

Three more die from COVID-19 in Sindh as 267 new cases emerge 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

Karachi : COVID-19 has claimed three more lives in Sindh during last 24 hours, raising the death toll due to the viral 

disease in the province to 2,520, Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said on Saturday in his daily statement 

on the pandemic situation in Sindh. He added that another 267 people had tested positive for the coronavirus infection 

during 24 hours. The new patients were ..... 

more >> 

 

New SOPs bring back Covid test for air travellers 

Source: Tufail Ahmed, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

KARACHI: The new standard operating procedures (SOPs) for coronavirus have resulted in the return of the 

mandatory Covid-19 test for air travellers coming to Pakistan, as the country has witnessed a steady rise in new 

cases in recent weeks amid fears of a second wave of the deadly contagion. The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has 

issued new directives for domestic and foreign travellers coming t..... 

more >> 

 

Authorities seal 41 eateries, two wedding halls in Karachi 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

KARACHI - Authorities sealed on Saturday twowedding hallsand 41 eateries in Karachi for violating the coronavirus 

SOPs. Officials sealed the twowedding hallsin the Korangi district, according to the Karachi commissioner’s office. 

Of the 41 sealed eateries, four are located in District South, 11 in East, two in West, three in Central, 12 in Malir and 

nine in District Korangi. Seven shops..... 

more >> 

 

Virus claims three more lives in Sindh 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

KARACHI - As many as 267 new cases of coronavirus emerged when 9,918 tests were conducted raising the tally 

to 138,050 and three more patients died lifting the death toll to 2,520. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed 

Murad Ali Shah in a statement issued from CM House on Saturday. Syed Murad Ali Shah said that 9918 samples 

were tested which detected 267 new cases that constituted 2.7 ..... 

more >> 
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Five wedding halls sealed for violating SOPs 

Source: Desk News, The News, International , 2020-10-05 

For violating the standard operating procedures (SOPs), five wedding halls were sealed in the city on Saturday and 

another four were issued warnings. According to a statement issued by the Commissioner Office, a total of 33 

marriage halls were inspected late on Saturday night by the district administration. As many as 29 restaurants were 

also issued warnings, while 12 were sealed and four ..... 

more >> 

 

Coronavirus claims one more life, infects another 291 

Source: News Desk, The News, International , 2020-10-05 

One more patient has died from the novel coronavirus while another 291 cases have surfaced as 10,813 tests were 

conducted. The province’s death toll from the viral disease had reached 2,521, said Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad 

Ali Shah in his daily COVID-19 situation report on Sunday. So far, he said, 1,408,489 samples had been tested 

against which 138,341 cases were detected that c..... 

more >> 

 

291 new Covid-19 cases detected, says CM 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

KARACHI: Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said on Sunday that 10,813 samples were tested which detected 291 

new coronavirus positive cases overnight, taking the tally to 138,341. One more patient lost his life overnight, lifting 

the death toll to 2,521, he said. In a statement issued here from CM House, he said that so far 1,408,489 samples 

had been tested against which 138,341 cases were detec..... 

more >> 

 

Lockdown returns in Azad Kashmir 

Source: Anadolu Agency, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

KARACHI: Azad Jammu and Kashmir reimposed lockdown measures on Sunday to help curb surging novel 

coronavirus infections, as well as violations of health guidelines. The prime minister of the region said on Twitter that 

his government had made the decision in an attempt to prevent the re-emergence of the virus cases in the territory. 

"I have asked the authorities to chalk out the [lockdown]..... 

more >> 

 

Covid-19 drug trials begin — but no one qualified to approve treatment 

Source: Tufail Ahmed, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

KARACHI: As the world scrambles to put the pandemic behind us, clinical trials for a coronavirus vaccine have been 

initiated in Pakistan as well. However, no institution in Pakistan is qualified to approve or assess a new drug. The 

trials are reportedly being carried out in collaboration with international partners. The Drug Regulatory Authority of 

Pakistan (DRAP) focuses mostly on fixing rates ..... 

more >> 

 

Colleges dept turns to NGOs for help 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

KARACHI: The Sindh Colleges Department has decided to run government colleges through public-private 

partnerships. According to a notification issued by the department on Sunday, the regional directors of colleges in 

Karachi, Hyderabad, Mirpurkhas, Sukkur and Shaheed Benazirabad have been asked to provide a list of colleges 

that may be handed over to the administration of NGOs. The Sindh educat..... 

more >> 

 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/724652-five-wedding-halls-sealed-for-violating-sops
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=148864
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/724655-coronavirus-claims-one-more-life-infects-another-291
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=148865
https://www.dawn.com/news/1583362/291-new-covid-19-cases-detected-says-cm
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=148888
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2267023/lockdown-returns-in-azad-kashmir
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=148937
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2266959/covid-19-drug-trials-begin-but-no-one-qualified-to-approve-treatment
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=148943
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2266967/colleges-dept-turns-to-ngos-for-help
http://asrc.sdpi.org/news_article.php?id=148959


COVID _19: E-Newsletter 
 

Vol. 1, No. 47-48, Issue: 03-09 Oct, 2020  Page 27 of 37 

 

380 school staffers test Covid-positive in Sindh 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

KARACHI: As many as 380 teaching and non-teaching staff members of private and government schools have been 

diagnosed with coronavirus in Sindh, with 246 of the infections reported in Karachi alone. The Directorate General 

Monitoring and Evaluation released a report on Sunday, revealing that 64,827 people associated with schools had 

been tested for the contagious disease from September 12 to Oct..... 

more >> 

 

Sindh reports 291 new Covid-19 cases 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that 10813 samples were tested which detected 291 

new cases raining the tally to 138,341 and one patient lost his life lifting the death toll to 2521. In a statement issued 

here on Sunday from CM House, the CM said that 10813 tests were conducted which detected 291 new cases that 

constituted 2.7 percent current detection rate. He added tha..... 

more >> 

 

380 school staffers test Covid-positive in Sindh 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

KARACHI - As many as 380 teaching and non-teaching staff members of private and government schools have been 

diagnosed with coronavirus in Sindh, with 246 of the infections reported in Karachi alone. The Directorate General 

Monitoring and Evaluation released a report on Sunday, revealing that 64,827 people associated with schools had 

been tested for the contagious disease from September 12 to..... 

more >> 

 

9 marriage halls, 171 restaurants sealed for SOPs violation 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

KARACHI - Authorities on Sunday had sealed ninemarriage hallsand 171 restaurants over violation of coronavirus 

safety measures as the fourth day of a city administration operation came to an end. The metropolis has seen a 

sharp increase in coronavirus cases as citizens continue to flout the rules. Under today’s operation, 33 out of 

225marriage hallsin six districts of the city were ins..... 

more >> 

 

Octopus Digital to go public next year 

Source: Salman Siddiqui, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

The health crisis caused by the Covid-19 pandemic has sparked economic meltdown across the globe. Many 

businesses, however, have found the challenging times as an opportunity to thrive where digital solutions are the key 

to success. Anecdotal evidence suggests that the pandemic has increased importance of digitalisation and 

automation of businesses multiple times and this trend will continue to ..... 

more >> 

 

252 Covid-19 cases 

Source: Staff Reporter, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

KARACHI: As many as 252 new cases of coronavirus emerged when 7,993 samples were tested raising the tally to 

138,593 while two more patients lost their lives overnight lifting the tally to 2,523 on Monday. In a statement, Chief 

Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said that out of 252 new cases 166 were detected in Karachi, of them 68 in East, 37 

in South, 28 in Central, 18 in Korangi, nine in Malir and ..... 

more >> 
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Too many successful students? 

Source: Safdar Rizvi, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

Matric and intermediate exams were suspended this year due to the coronavirus pandemic, and with students 

promoted on the basis of average marks or a percentage increase depending on past performance, the pass rate in 

Sindh was far higher than usual. On surface, this appears to be a much-needed positive. But the higher success rate 

for matric students has highlighted the limited number of seats a..... 

more >> 

 

252 new cases of Covid-19 reported in Sindh 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

KARACHI: As many as 252 new cases of coronavirus emerged when 7993 samples were tested raising the tally to 

138,593 and two more patients lost their lives lifting the tally to 2523. In a statement issued here on Monday, Sindh 

chief minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said that 7993 tests were conducted against which 252 new cases emerged that 

constituted 3.1 percent current detection rate. He added that ..... 

more >> 

 

COVID-19 claims 2 more lives, infects 252: CM Sindh 

Source: Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

KARACHI - As many as 252 new Covid-19 cases were emerged raising the tally to 138,593 and two more patients 

lost their lives lifting the tally to 2523. Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in a statement on Monday said that 

7993 tests were conducted against which 252 new cases emerged that constituted 3.1 percent current detection rate. 

He added that so far 1,416,482 samples have been te..... 

more >> 

 

51 eateries and markets, four schools sealed for violating SOPs 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

Another 28 restaurants, 23 markets and shops, and four schools have been sealed across Karachi over non-

compliance with the standard operating procedures (SOPs) devised by the government to stop local transmission of 

the novel coronavirus, which causes the COVID-19 disease. The figures relating to the action taken on Monday that 

were released by the office of the city commissioner show tha..... 

more >> 

 

Eight more fall prey to coronavirus in Sindh 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

The novel coronavirus has claimed eight more lives during the past 24 hours in Sindh, bringing the death toll from 

the infectious disease to 2,531 in the province. With eight more deaths, the mortality rate stood at 1.8 per cent, said 

Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Tuesday. Another 298 people tested positive when 9,754 samples were 

tested, taking the tally to 138,891 in Sindh, he sa..... 

more >> 

 

COVID-19 claims 8 lives, infects 298 in Sindh: CM 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-07 

KARACHI - Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah on Tuesday said that eight more patients of coronavirus lost 

their lives lifting the death toll to 2531 and 298 new cases emerged when 9754 samples were tested raisingg the tally 

to 138,891 in the province. In a statement issued here, he said that 369 more patients recovered overnight surging 

the number of patients recovered so far to 131,831..... 

more >> 
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Shallwani urges people to strictly follow SOPs 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-07 

KARACHI - Administrator Karachi Iftikhar Ali Shallwani on Tuesday said that people didn’t succeed in combatting 

coronavirus though they were on the verge of victory and it was still necessary for them to adopt precautionary 

measures. COVID-19 has damaged the whole world, but Allah Almighty saved Pakistan from major blow. “We can 

save ourselves by adopting preventive measures and f..... 

more >> 

 

Death toll hits 2,535 as four more die of Covid-19 in Sindh 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2020-10-08 

Four more patients of the novel coronavirus died overnight in Sindh, taking the death toll to 2,535. In his daily Covid-

19 situation report, Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said on Wednesday that with four more deaths, the mortality 

rate stood 1.8 per cent. He added that 282 patients recovered overnight, and the number of recovered patients 

reached 132,113, which came to a 95 per cent r..... 

more >> 

 

Four more die, 304 new cases reported 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah has said that four more patients of coronavirus died overnight 

lifting the death toll to 2,535 and 304 new cases emerged when 9,094 tests were conducted. This he said in a 

statement issued here from CM House on Wednesday. The CM said that four more patients lost their lives while 

struggling against the virus lifting the death toll to 2535..... 

more >> 

 

Study reveals 2020 as the most stressful year for global workforce 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

KARACHI: The ongoing year (2020) has been the most stressful year in history for the global workforce and people 

want robots to help, according to a new study by Oracle and Workplace Intelligence, an HR research and advisory 

firm. The study of more than 12,000 employees, managers, HR leaders, and C-level executives across 11 countries 

found that the Covid-19 pandemic has increased workplace s..... 

more >> 

 

Sindh reports 304 new COVID-19 cases, four deaths 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

KARACHI-Sindh on Wednesday reported 304 fresh coronavirus cases and four deaths in the past 24 hours. Chief 

Minister of Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah in a statement on the coronavirus situation said that the total number of 

infections across the province had soared to 1,39,195 as the province conducted a total of 14,26,236 tests. From 

304 fresh coronavirus cases in Sindh, 198 cases have been repo..... 

more >> 

 

Acting DC warns closure of marriage halls, hotels violating SOPs 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

MIRPURKHAS-Acting Deputy Commissioner Salamat Memon has warned to close marriage halls and hotels failing 

to observe Standard operating procedures (SOPs) of coronavirus. He expressed these views while chairing a meeting 

with the representatives of hotels, marriage halls and market committee for reviewing compliance over SOPs. The 

DC said that all marriage halls and hotels would be sealed in case o..... 

more >> 
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FBR urged to help Covid-19-hit trade, industry 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

KARACHI: Pakistan Chemicals & Dyes Merchants’ Association (PCDMA) chairman Mirza Nadeem Baig has urged 

the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) chairman to help the corona-affected trade and industry to stand up again on 

its feet and formulate a policy that would facilitate rather than make it difficult to do business so that the country is 

once again on the path of rapid development and the c..... 

more >> 

 

Virus claims six more lives, infects 376 others : CM 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-09 

KARACHI - As many as six more patients of coronavirus died overnight rising the death toll to 2,541 and 376 new 

cases emerged when 11,138 tests were conducted. This was stated by Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in 

a statement issued here from CM House on Thursday. Syed Murad Ali Shah said that 264 more patients recovered 

rising the number of patients recovered so far to 132,377 that..... 

more >> 
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International News 

Countries News 

Trump positive for virus, shifted to hospital 

Source: A Reporter, The News, International , 2020-10-03 

WASHINGTON: The White House said on Friday that President Donald Trump was suffering “mild symptoms” of 

COVID-19, making the stunning announcement after he returned from an evening fundraiser without telling the crowd 

he had been exposed to an aide with the disease that has killed a million people worldwide. Later, he was shifted to 

hospital. The revelation that the president o..... 

more >> 

 

Makkah to reopen for limited pilgrimages after 7-month pause for virus 

Source: Agencies, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

RIYADH - Saudi Arabia will reopen the Muslim holy places for the year-round Umrah pilgrimage on Sunday, scaled 

back and with extensive health precautions, seven months after coronavirus prompted its suspension. The Umrah, 

the pilgrimage that can be undertaken at any time, usually attracts millions of Muslims from across the globe each 

year. It will be revived in three stages, with the initial ..... 

more >> 

 

Trump contracts Covid amid race for White House 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-03 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump is experiencing “mild symptoms” of Covid-19, his chief of staff said on 

Friday after the bombshell news of his infection upended the White House race a month before the Republican faces 

challenger Joe Biden at the polls. The 74-year-old Trump, who has continued to cast doubt on the seriousness of the 

pandemic even as the US death toll topped 200,0..... 

more >> 

 

India virus deaths pass 100,000 

Source: AFP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

NEW DELHI: Deaths from the novel coronavirus in India passed 100,000 on Saturday, official data showed as the 

pandemic continued to rage across the world's second most populous country. A total of 100,842 people have now 

died, health ministry figures showed, giving India the third-highest death toll in the world behind the United States 

and Brazil. In terms of infections, India has record..... 

more >> 

 

Fashion designer Kenzo Takada dies from Covid-19 

Source: Ap, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

PARIS: Kenzo Takada, the iconic Franco-Japanese fashion designer famed for his jungle-infused designs and free-

spirited aesthetic that channeled global travel, has died. He was 81. The family said in a statement to French media 

on Sunday that Takada died from complications from Covid-19 in a hospital in Neuilly-sur-Seine, near Paris. A public 

relations officer for Kenzo’s brand confirmed th..... 

more >> 

 

Coronavirus: next 48 hours ‘critical’ for Donald Trump 

Source: Agencies, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-04 

Though Conley gave Trump a good prognosis, the treatments administered to the President in the past 24 hours 

have raised the level of concern about his condition. While the President was still at the White House, he was 
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administered the experimental Regeneron polyclonal antibody cocktail, a promising treatment that has not yet been 

approved by the Food and Drug Administration that was intended to..... 

more >> 

 

Trump, wife Melania test positive for COVID-19 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-03 

US President Donald Trump said on Friday that he and his wife Melania had tested positive for COVID-19 and were 

going into quarantine, upending the race for the White House.“We will begin our quarantine and recovery process 

immediately. We will get through this TOGETHER!” the president said in a late night tweet. Trump, 74, is at high risk 

for the deadly virus both because of his age ..... 

more >> 

 

Donald Trump biggest driver of Covid-19 misinformation: study 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-03 

US President Donald Trump has been the world’s biggest driver of Covid-19 misinformation during the pandemic, a 

study from Cornell University said Thursday. A team from the Cornell Alliance for Science evaluated 38 million articles 

published by English-language, traditional media worldwide between January 1 and May 26 of this year. The 

database they used aggregates coverage from countries ..... 

more >> 

 

Trump might return to White House today amidst virus attack 

Source: News Desk, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

United States President Donald Trump’s condition is improving as he is being treated for Covid-19 at a military 

hospital, and he could return to the White House as early as Monday, where his treatment would continue, the doctors 

leading his treatment said on Sunday.Doctors provided Trump supplemental oxygen twice during his battle with the 

lung disease, on Thursday and Friday, and have also ..... 

more >> 

 

Trump’s whirlwind week, disdain for masks, ended with COVID 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-05 

The scene at the White House a week ago was one of normalcy in these most abnormal times: a crowd of revelers 

gathered in the Rose Garden, a band playing, the mingling of the elite, good cheer everywhere, handshakes and 

hugs left and right. Now it´s a suspected petri dish of coronavirus infection, prominent among the numerous occasions 

over a week or more where President Donald Trump might ..... 

more >> 

 

Australia’s COVID-19 hotspot cases inch up, but officials optimistic 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-05 

New daily coronavirus infections in Australia’s hotspot of Victoria climbed back to double digits on Sunday with 12 

cases recorded but authorities said the state is on track to be able to ease its social distancing restrictions in coming 

weeks.The dozen new coronavirus cases follow eight infections reported on Saturday and single-digit numbers for 

most of the past week. Melbourne, Victoria&..... 

more >> 

 

Indonesia’s Widodo defends COVID-19 record, chides ‘polemics’ 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

Indonesian President Joko Widodo defended his record of fighting the COVID-19 pandemic, asking for no “polemics” 

or “commotion” amid criticism that he is putting the economy over public health.The video statement late on Saturday 
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came as the world’s fourth-most populous country’s COVID-19 caseload rose to 299,506. Its 11,055 coronavirus-

related death toll is amo..... 

more >> 

 

Trump faces credibility crisis over health scare 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-05 

One month from Election Day, President Donald Trump is facing a credibility crisis as yawning as his health crisis, at 

a moment when he needs the public´s trust the most. The president´s coronavirus infection, as well as the illnesses 

of several aides and allies, has imperiled the highest levels of the U.S. government. The White House´s efforts 

Saturday to project calm backfired..... 

more >> 

 

Herd immunity to COVID-19 possible after 3-10% of population get sick, Russian scientists say 

Source: Sputnik, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-05 

A new model of COVID-19 spread developed by specialists at the Joint Institute for High Temperatures of the Russian 

Academy of Sciences shows that herd immunity to the coronavirus could be obtained within a given population after 

only 3-10 percent of the people get sick. According to the institute's lead scientist Sergey Trigger, the new model of 

the spread of COVID-19 takes four paramete..... 

more >> 

 

Kashmiris bear the brunt of Indian military blockade amid coronavirus 

Source: Special Correspondent, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

The innocent people of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir are under military siege since August last year 

while emergence of Covid-19 in the occupied territory has worsened the problems of the Kashmiri people.The Human 

Rights Watch last month stated that Indian government’s unwarranted restraints on the right to free speech and 

access to information, healthcare and education have be..... 

more >> 

 

Huge questions for UK govt after virus cases triple in days 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

The British government faced huge questions Monday over its coronavirus testing system after a big increase in the 

number of positive cases over the weekend that was blamed on a technical glitch. The main opposition Labour Party 

has asked the government why the cases were not tabulated when they should have been. Health Secretary Matt 

Hancock is due to make a statement to lawmakers later Monday. ..... 

more >> 

 

Paris on maximum virus alert, closing bars, not restaurants 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

French authorities placed the Paris region on maximum virus alert on Monday, banning festive gatherings and 

requiring all bars to close but allowing restaurants to remain open, as numbers of infections increased rapidly. Paris 

police prefect Didier Lallement announced the new restrictions would apply at least for the next two weeks. “We are 

continuously adapting to the reality of the virus..... 

more >> 

 

Bitter US Senate contest dwells on crime, coronavirus 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

Candidates for an open US Senate seat in New Mexico are parrying a barrage of political attack ads with the first 

televised debate of the campaign scheduled for Monday evening. Retiring Democratic Sen. Tom Udall has endorsed 
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as his successor allied six-term US Rep. Ben Ray Luján, while Republican former television meteorologist Mark 

Ronchetti is promising to chart a more conservative politi..... 

more >> 

 

Europe confronts second virus wave 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

PARIS: Paris bars and cafes will shut for two weeks as the city and its region were placed on maximum alert on 

Monday, with Europe facing a second wave of the coronavirus pandemic and the hospitalisation of President Donald 

Trump throwing the US election campaign into a tailspin. France reported nearly 17,000 new coronavirus cases on 

Saturday alone, the highest daily number since the country bega..... 

more >> 

 

Singapore’s last village proves nostalgic tourism hit in pandemic 

Source: Reuters, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

SINGAPORE: Hidden between the skyscrapers of Singapore’s urban jungle sits Kampong Lorong Buangkok — the 

only surviving traditional village in this modern city-state of 5.7 million people. Made up of 26 single-story wooden 

houses, which were once ubiquitous across Singapore, the “kampong”, the Malay word for village, has seen a boom 

in local visitors after borders shut due..... 

more >> 

 

WHO believes 10pc of world has had Covid-19, eyes faster reforms 

Source: AFP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

GENEVA: The WHO estimated Monday that 10 percent of the world has been infected by the new coronavirus — 

way more than has been recorded — as it mulled speeding up internal reforms. To date, more than 35 million cases 

of Covid-19 have been registered worldwide, including some 1.04 million who have died, according to an AFP tally 

based on official sources. But the World Health..... 

more >> 

 

US top brass self-quarantining after positive corona test 

Source: nill, The News, International , 2020-10-07 

WASHINGTON: The Pentagon on Tuesday said top military leaders were self-quarantining after one of the Coast 

Guard service chiefs tested positive for coronavirus. Coast Guard Vice Commandant Charles Ray tested positive for 

coronavirus on Monday after experiencing mild symptoms of the deadly disease over the weekend. Last week, Ray 

participated in meetings at the Pentagon, some of which incl..... 

more >> 

 

Covid-19 downturn not as bad as feared: IMF 

Source: AFP, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2020-10-07 

WASHINGTON: Amid a flood of government spending, the global downturn sparked by the coronavirus pandemic 

will not be as bad as originally feared, IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva said on Tuesday, but she warned that the crisis 

is far from over. “The picture today is less dire...allowing for a small upward revision to our global forecast for 2020,” 

she said in a speech ahead of the IMF-..... 

more >> 

 

Pandemic plus 

Source: Frida Berrigan, The News, International , 2020-10-08 

While most of the developed world has been dealing with the impact of the pandemic in a reasonable fashion – caring 

for the sick, burying the dead, enforcing lockdowns and the sort of distancing and masking that seems so necessary 
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– it’s played out differently here in the good old US of A. Here, we have a pandemic-plus – plus a broken social safety 

net, a for-profit healthc..... 

more >> 

 

Pandemic could push 115m into extreme poverty: WB 

Source: AFP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

WASHINGTON: As many as 115 million people could be pushed into extreme poverty this year due to the economic 

downturn caused by the coronavirus pandemic, the World Bank warned Wednesday. That is a devastating reversal 

after decades of progress, and higher than the bank previously estimated, even as recently as August, when the 

worst case was put at 100 million. And the bank's new rep..... 

more >> 

 

Donors News 

WHO: 10% of world’s people may have been infected with virus 

Source: Agencies, Daily Times , 2020-10-06 

The head of emergencies at the World Health Organization said Monday its “best estimates” indicate that roughly 1 

in 10 people worldwide may have been infected by the coronavirus – more than 20 times the number of confirmed 

cases – and warned of a difficult period ahead. Dr. Michael Ryan, speaking to a special session of the WHO´s 34-

member executive board focusin..... 

more >> 

 

WHO believes 10pc of world has had Covid-19 

Source: AFP, Dawn, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

GENEVA: The WHO estimated on Monday that 10 percent of the world has been infected by the new coronavirus — 

way more than has been recorded — as it mulled speeding up internal reforms. To date, more than 35 million cases 

of Covid-19 have been registered worldwide, including some 1.04 million who have died, according to a tally based 

on official sources. But the World Health Organisat..... 

more >> 

 

China donates masks to Foreign Ministry 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-06 

ISLAMABAD-The Central Communist Party of China donated 54,000 protection masks to Pakistan’s Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Advisor for Communist Party of China Bayuzeed Kansi handed over the 

masks to Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi here, said an official statement. The Foreign Minister thanked 

the Central Communist Party of China for donating these masks t..... 

more >> 

 

Pakistan urges debt relief to help developing countries recover from coronavirus crisis 

Source: APP, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

UNITED NATIONS: Highlighting Prime Minister Imran Khan's debt relief initiative at the UN, Pakistani Ambassador 

Munir Akram said on Wednesday that it was one of the quickest ways to create fiscal space for developing countries 

to recover from the grave crisis set off by the coronavirus pandemic, "With adequate financial and technological 

support, developing countries can build sustai..... 

more >> 
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China donates more masks, PPEs to Pakistan 

Source: INP, The Nation, Islamabad , 2020-10-08 

ISLAMABAD - China has sent surgical masks and Personal Protective Equipment’s (PPEs) to Pakistan’s parliament, 

ministries and political parties amid the fears of a second wave of the coronavirus, Gwadar Pro reported on 

Wednesday. The Central Communist Party of China donated 54,000 protection masks to Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Tehrik-e-Insaf (PTI..... 

more >> 
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SDPI Engagements 

 Researchers Articles 

Monetary policy for now 

Source: Dr Sajid Amin Javed, The News, International , 2020-10-04 

After skipping the scheduled meeting of July 2020, Monetary Policy Committee of the State Bank of Pakistan met on 

September 21 and decided to keep the policy rate unchanged at 7 percent. This was expected and required. The 

outlook for growth and inflation, mainly backed by rising food prices, was cited as the major reason for keeping the 

status quo. Previously, responding to the Covid-19, the SBP..... 

more >> 

 

Trade facilitation in Pandemics 

Source: Syed Shujaat Ahmed, Daily Times , 2020-10-05 

Exports is considered as one of the key and important indicators for economic growth in any economic system. More 

the exports more is the industry growing and economic system keeps its pace in the world. Over the period exports 

do play a significant role and bring in the revenue. In comparison to Pakistan’s export in comparison to 2018, exports 

grow negatively. In 2018, when this governm..... 

more >> 

 

Other SDPI Engagements 

Role of local govt crucial to address issues of returned migrant workers: experts 

Source: Republica, My Republica , 2020-10-08 

KATHMANDU, Oct 7: Experts have sought a proper policy response by the government to address the adverse 

consequences in the livelihoods of the returned migrant workers following the global spread of the coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19). Addressing the virtual meeting titled “Lessons of the COVID-19 pandemic: Labour migration 

and remittances in South Asia” organized by South Asia Watch o..... 

more >> 
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