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About SDPI 

 
 
 
 
 
The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) is an independent, public interest 
think tank that provides advice to public, private and voluntary organizations and 
undertakes policy-oriented research and advocacy. 
 
Mission Statement 
 
To catalyze the transition towards sustainable development defined as the enhancement 
of peace, social justice and well-being, within and across generations.  
 
Brief History 
 
SDPI was founded in August 1992 on the recommendation of the Pakistan National 
Conservation Strategy (NCS), also called Pakistan’s Agenda 21. The NCS placed 
Pakistan’s socio-economic development within the context of a national environmental 
plan. This highly acclaimed document, approved by the Federal Cabinet in March 1992, 
outlined the need for an independent non-profit organization to serve as a source of 
expertise for policy analysis and development, policy intervention, and policy and 
program advisory services in support of NCS implementation. 
 
The design of the Institute was initiated by the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature–Pakistan (IUCN-P) with significant support from the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA), gratefully acknowledged as the Institute’s only source of 
institutional support. The committee formulated for the constitution of SDPI consulted 
government officials, academics, intellectuals, NGOs and journalists while formulating 
the by-laws and identifying the first board of governors. The SDPI Board of Governors 
(please see annex 1) is an independent governing body that determines not only financial 
and managerial policies, but also the Institute’s research priorities. SDPI is registered 
under the Co-operative Societies Act, 1860. 
 
During SDPI’s existence, there have been five changes in government. SDPI, as a policy-
oriented research institute, has had to re-establish relationships with government each 
time the administration has changed. Despite this relatively unstable political 
environment, SDPI has, and intends to continue to produce quality policy research and 
advocate democratic governance and pro-people initiatives. 
 
Mandate 
 
To 
• become the center of excellence on sustainable development in Pakistan 
• conduct policy advice, policy oriented research and advocacy from a broad multi-

disciplinary perspective 
• promote the implementation of policies, programs, laws and regulations based on 

sustainable development  
• strengthen civil society and facilitate civil society-government interaction through 

collaboration with other organizations and activist networks 
• disseminate research findings and public education through the media, conferences, 

seminars, lectures, publications and curricula development, including the Citizens 
Report and State of the Environment Report 

2 



SDPI Annual Report 2002 - 03 

• contribute to building up national research capacity and infrastructure 
 
Goals 
 
The following goals reflect the main axes of our work- the means through which we effect 
change:  
• to catalyze the transition towards sustainable and just development in Pakistan  
• to serve as a source of expertise and advisory services for the government, private 

sector, and non-governmental initiatives supporting the implementation of Pakistan’s 
National Conservation Strategy 

• to conduct policy-oriented research on sustainable development from a broad multi-
disciplinary perspective 

• to provide policy advice on matters relating to the mission of the Institute 
• to contribute to strengthening the social and physical infrastructure for research in 

Pakistan including the construction and dissemination of databases and research 
indices and the improvement of library systems 

• to initiate, establish and participate in collaborative advocacy and other activities 
with like-minded organizations in and outside the country. 

 
Organizational Strategies 
 
SDPI received a strong message in its strategic planning process that its overall aims 
remain valid. There has been little amendment to the existing mandate and goals. 
However, there has been a process of clarification and prioritization. We are keen to 
retain the many strengths that have made SDPI the highly respected institute it is. We are 
also aware that a process of restructuring and changing priorities is essential to 
maximize our comparative advantage and ensure we continue to improve our 
effectiveness. The strategies below reflect these needs and desires:  
 
• strengthen linkages between policy, research, advocacy and training 
• maintain the transparent, participatory, ‘moral community’ culture for which SDPI is 

respected 
• devolve partial responsibility for the financial viability of projects to researchers 
• preserve SDPI’s broad mandate whilst maintaining the highest research standard 

achievable 
• be realistic about workload vis-à-vis institutional/staff capacity 
• seek out new, creative fundraising strategies to secure our financial base in the 

medium term; maximize returns on existing opportunities such as the training 
program 

• consolidate, and possibly expand, the organizational infrastructure including 
securing our own set of offices 

• ensure greater policy effectiveness of research 
• continue to foster multi-disciplinary research on sustainable development 
• engage with governments to support democratic governance and pro-people 

initiatives 
• take stock of SDPI's contribution to the first phase of the NCS and, based on that 

assessment, ensure effective support for the implementation of the, more recent, 
government’s National Environment Action Plan (NEAP). 

 
Approach 
 
SDPI produces knowledge–knowledge that can enhance the capacity of government to 
make informed policy decisions and to engage civil society on issues of public interest. 
The Institute acts as both a generator of original research on sustainable development 
issues and as an information resource for concerned individuals and institutions. SDPI’s 
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function is thus two-fold: an advisory role fulfilled through research, policy advice and 
advocacy; and an enabling role realized through providing other individuals and 
organizations with resource materials to undertake NCS related activities. 
 
The research program at SDPI is intended to drive the three main activities of policy 
advice, advocacy and training. 
 

Training 
 

Provision of high 
quality training to 

public and civil 
society organizations 

and individuals to 
strengthen institutions 
and build capacity for 

sustainable 
development. 

Advocacy 
 

Creation of 
awareness of, and 
active support for, 

sustainable 
development in 

government and civil 
society. 

Policy 
 

Improved sustainable 
development policy in 
government and civil 

society. 

Research 
 

An effective and viable institution conducting 
independent research on sustainable development 
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Research Program 

 
 
 
 
 
SDPI’s research program is multi-disciplinary and problem-oriented (please see box 2). It is 
focused around the core program areas of the NCS/NEAP (please see annex 2). It is an 
iterative and flexible program that evolves and changes with policy needs, research capacity 
and interest. 
 
 

Box 2: SDPI’s Current Research Program (in alphabetical order) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Economy 
a. Macro-Economic Policies and Structural

Adjustment 
 
2. Environment 
a. Climate Change 
b. Environmental Conservation 
c. Hazardous Waste Management 
d. Population and Environment 
e. Renewable Energy/Clean Fuels 
f. Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry 
g. Sustainable Industrial Development/National

Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) 
h. Trade and Environment 
i. Water 
 
3. Globalization and Rural Livelihoods 
a. Impact of Trade Liberalization on Rural

Livelihoods 

b. Impact of Enhanced Participation through
Decentralization on Natural Resources
Management 

c. Various Agreements of WTO and their
Possible Impacts for Pakistan  
 

4. Governance 
a. Devolution/Democratic Decentralization 
 
5. Human Development: Social Sector 
a.  Community Development 
b. Education and Knowledge Systems 
c. Gender 
d. Labor 
e. Peace and Security 
f. Population and Development 
g. Poverty 
 
6. Information and Communications 

 
The research program at SDPI is well established and recognized in the academic community. 
This year, the SDPI research staff worked on more than 60 research assignments (annex 3).  
 
We continued to be approached, nationally and internationally, on a range of sustainable 
development related issues. Work progressed on 26 research projects in collaboration with 
local, regional and international partners.  
 

Collaborative research continued on the following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Human Development Foundation Project
supported by the Human Development
Foundation of North America (HDFNA)  

2. Local Government Project, Power and
Elections supported by The Asia Foundation
(TAF) 

3. Home Based Workers Project supported by
UNICEF  

4. Competition Policy Project supported by
CUTS/DFID 

5. Informal Sector Labor Associations Project
supported by ILO 

6. Constructions of Violence and Recovery of

Alternatives: Partition and Memory in the
Indian Subcontinent Project supported by
the Social Science Research Council
(SSRC)  

7. Regional Program on Securing Farmers'
Rights to Livelihood in the HKH (Pakistan
component) supported by the Ford
Foundation, and Actionaid Asia 

8. Food Security analysis of Pakistan in
collaboration with World Food Program of
UN 

9. Impact of Decentralization on Natural
Resource Management in collaboration with
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University of Zurich, Switzerland and
University of Agriculture Faisalabad,
Pakistan 

10. Institutional Framework for Pensioners
Paper solicited by the Consumer Rights
Commission of Pakistan 

11. Regional Social and Environmental
Assessment of the Punjab Irrigation System
Improvement Project supported by the
World Bank 

12. Environmental Security in Pakistan – Are 
there Grounds for Optimism?  Project
supported by the Regional Center for
Strategic Studies, Sri Lanka 

13. The Integration of Economics into
Pakistan's Biodiversity Action Plan
supported by the IUCN 

14. Impact of Enhancing Environmental
Standards on International Trade of South
Asian Countries Project supported by the 
Research and Information System for the
Non-Aligned and Other Developing
Countries (RISNODEC) 

15. Cost Benefit Analysis of International
Environmental Quality Standards Project
supported by the International Institute for
Environment and Development (IIED) 

16. Poverty-Environment Linkages Project
supported by the International Institute for
Environment and Development (IIED) 

17. Adaptation to Climate Change in the

Context of Sustainable Development and 
Equity Project, supported by the Potsdam 

18. 

 the support of The David and 

19. 
 Delivery Projects supported by the 

20. 
Justice Project 

21. nce Research 

22. griculture 

23. 
and International Networking 

24. 
olicited by Grovers 

25. 

 by the Global 

26. fugees Project 
supported by the UNHCR 

Institute for Climate Impact Research 
Population and Environment 
Communication Center (PECC) established 
at SDPI with
Lucile Packard Foundation 
Evaluating Devolution with regards to 
Service
UNDP 
Impact of Devolution on Law and Order and 
the Dispensation of 
supported by the UNDP 
Secretariat of the Social Scie
Council (SSRC) in Pakistan  
Secretariat of the Sustainable A
Action Group (SAAG) in Pakistan 
Sustainable Development Drivers Project 
with Regional 
Group (RING) 
The Kyoto Protocol and Sustainable 
Development Paper s
Publishing House, UK 
Co-authored a technical paper on Adaptive 
Capacity titled Elaborating an Adaptation 
Policy Framework with Technical Support 
Papers: National Communications Support 
Program supported
Environment Facility 
Rehabilitation of Re

1. Economy 
1.1 Competition Regimes in Select Developing Countries of the Commonwealth: A 

Comparative Study  
 
SDPI completed a project on competition policy with CUTS/DFID. This was a comparative study 
of the competition regimes of seven developing countries of the Commonwealth. The purpose 
was to deduce measures that would help developing countries to develop and strengthen their 
competition laws, and also to tackle cross border abuses, whether of regional or an international 
nature. Two country papers were written by SDPI that are being used to raise the profile of 
competition policy at national, regional and international fora. For this purpose, CUTS 
worked with research and consumer organizations, and other stakeholders such as 
chambers of commerce, government and media in the targeted countries to do the study and 
share the results widely, and in a focused manner where necessary. In the first phase, 
National Reference Groups (NRGs) consisting of various stakeholders were formed in all the 
seven countries. In the second phase, three case studies on mergers and acquisitions were 
done to see any instances of restrictive trade practices. 
 
2.  Environment 
2.1 Hazardous Waste Management 
2.1.1 Environmental and Health Impacts of Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) and 

Measures for PCBs Phase Out in Pakistan 
 
Persistent organic pollutants (POPs), including polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), have 
become a vital issue to mankind due to their most hazardous nature. These chemicals, often 
called the ‘Dirty Dozen’ do not degrade readily and can travel thousands of miles away from 
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their source. Introduced in 1929, PCBs became a big success for industry due to their 
chemical nature. However, once moved into human organism and wildlife, PCBs cause 
disastrous effects. Organisms become less fertile, less immune, slower, have low IQ and 
have higher rates of cancer.  
 
Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) problem including PCBs has not been a priority 
environmental issue in Pakistan. However, after signing the Stockholm Convention (May 
2001) on POPs, an ‘Enabling Activity Project’ has been launched to strengthen the capacity 
within the country for meeting its obligations under the convention.  
  
To collect information and data for assessing PCBs situations in the country, site visits to 
repairing/recycling workshops, preliminary surveys using a questionnaire and meetings 
were held with different stakeholders, including government/WAPDA officials, electronic 
equipment suppliers/store managers and manufacturers.  
 
The study discovered that transformer repair workshops and transformer oil recycling 
facilities in the country are the most probable and highest source of release of PCBs to the 
environment, affecting factory workers and public, wildlife, soil and water, especially the 
underground water. Recommendations towards developing a National Action Plan for PCBs 
phase out in the country were also drafted. 
 
2.1.2 Lead Exposure and Children: Blood Lead Levels in School Children resulting from 

Leaded Petrol Use and Increasing Road Traffic in Pakistan  
 
The high content of lead in petrol is a serious issue, as the end product of it is the release of 
lead into the environment. Children in developing countries with dietary deficiencies are very 
susceptible to lead poisoning. Special concern of lead poisoning has been the accumulation 
of experimental and epidemiological evidence suggesting that lead is a neurotoxin and it 
impairs brain development in children even at levels that were considered safe. Blood lead 
levels (BPbLs) were studied in 900 healthy school children (boys and girls), mostly below 15 
years of age and belonging to lower income families, in select cities of Pakistan. Details of 
these investigations and the government’s National Environment Action Plan (NEAP), with a 
special reference to clean air by providing clean fuel, and taking other air pollution control 
measures were described and discussed. 
 
2.2 Population and Environment 
2.2.1 Population and Environment Communications Center: Conference on Population and 

the Future: What Lies Ahead? 
 
Acknowledging the compelling need and the significant inter-relatedness between 
population and environmental issues, SDPI established a Population and Environment 
Communication Center (PECC) with the support of The David and Lucile Packard Foundation 
in August 2001. The purpose was to produce quality research on the population and 
environment interface, achieve sustained capacity building, create awareness among the 
masses, and train relevant personnel in the fields of communication and advocacy.  

 
The high point for PECC this year was a two-day conference titled ‘Population and the Future: 
What Lies Ahead?’ that brought together scholars who analyzed the interrelationship 
between population growth and the associated social, economic, environmental and political 
problems by focusing on: the current socio-economic situation, future scenarios and 
remedial policy measures. Thematically, the conference focused on the population policies 
and reforms, health, increasing population and economic development, poverty, education, 
employment and livelihoods, agriculture and food security, and the politics of water.  
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2.3 Trade and Environment 
2.3.1 The Costs and Benefits of Compliance with International Environmental Standards: 

The Case of Pakistan   
 
The study was completed with support from the International Institute for Environment and 
Development (IIED). This study was an extension of an earlier SDPI study conducted on 
Trade and Environment for the IISD. It quantified the micro level costs and benefits 
associated with compliance with international environmental standards, assessed the role of 
the public and private sectors in implementing pollution mitigation measures and identified 
the existing gaps. Our analysis confirmed the win-win premise that both efficiency and 
environmental gains result from compliance with international environmental standards (in 
both the leather and the textile sectors). A combination of importer specifications and 
efficiency gains ensure compliance within the universe of exporters. At the same time, the 
study revealed that certain gray areas related to transparency and accountability need to be 
explored further. 
 
2.3.2 State of the Environment Report for Pakistan  
 
The Ministry of Environment (MoE) requested SDPI to be the collaborating agency to prepare 
‘Pakistan’s State of the Environment Report’ with UNEP support, as part of a regional effort. 
Finalized through a review/consultative process, involving GOP, NGO, civil society and 
community representatives, donors and the private sector, it has been submitted for review 
and publication. A dissemination workshop upon publication is in the pipeline.  
 
2.3.3 RING Projects  
 
2.3.3.1 Standards for Sustainable Development 

 
The project looked at the capacity and needs assessment in four areas pertaining to 
international standards. These were: a) legal and regulatory frameworks, b) conformity 
assessment, c) accreditation and, d) information and enquiry points. 

 
The regional and national papers were completed and presented at a regional stakeholder 
workshop held in Dhaka. Over 20 participants from Pakistan were funded by the project. 
Stakeholders from the partner countries also presented their proposals for capacity building.   
 
2.3.3.2 Economic Efficiency and Community Participation: Applying the Principles of 

the Global Compact: Some Lessons from Pakistan 
 
The idea behind the UN Global Compact (GC) is to sensitise international business leaders to 
the UN vision of a sustainable and inclusive global economy. This policy paper looked at the 
GC declaration, principles and mechanisms in the context of trade and sustainable 
development, with special relevance to income distribution and the environment. The focus 
of the paper was on the small and medium enterprises (SMEs), with the aim to sensitise the 
GC partners to indigenous best practices, elicit advocacy and financial support for 
replicating such practices on a larger scale, and to draw upon such practices in establishing 
standards and codes of conduct for equitable income distribution. 
 
2.3.4 The Kyoto Protocol and Sustainable Development 
 
On the basis of the present and projected per capita emissions, developing countries are not 
likely to be key players in global warming, with their emissions being well below the global 
average. This paper solicited by the Grovers Publishing House, UK, argued that developing 
countries have no intrinsic reason to buy into the ‘mitigation groundswell’ driven by Northern 
global warming concerns, of which the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) is the most 
recent manifestation. On the other hand, the local consequences of GHG emissions 
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presented more compelling evidence for Pakistan to make an effort to abate such emissions. 
Also, market incentives and the complex north-south dynamics associated with CDMs would 
either induce or compel the South to buy into the CDM process. The paper recommended 
that at that stage, it should come armed with its own menu of options - one driven by 
sustainable development concerns. 
 
3. Globalization and Rural Livelihoods 
3.1 Impact of Trade Liberalization on Rural Livelihoods 
 
This is a regional initiative carried out in South Asia through the SAWTEE network of which SDPI 
is a member. This is a three-year program, funded by the Ford Foundation and the Actionaid 
Asia. Various studies conducted in this program primarily focus on raising the level of debate 
on issues related to the protection and promotion of farmers’ rights in the WTO era at the 
level of civil society, public sector, and policy makers; conducting research on vital issues; 
and generating a series of demystified documents (also in vernacular languages) on some of 
these issues to widely disseminate the research findings. These studies analyze the possible 
opportunities for, and threats within the multilateral trading system to farmers of the Hindukush-
Himalaya (HKH) region. It suggests that existing institutes will be strengthened and new 
institutional mechanisms worked out to safeguard farmers’ rights and enable people to cope 
with the emerging challenges. 
 
3.2 Impact of Enhanced Participation through Decentralization on Natural Resource 

Management (NCCR Project: North-South Partnership for Mitigating Syndromes of 
Global Change) 

 
This program is a long-term (10-12 years) partnership with Swiss Association of Research 
Partner Institutes (SARPI). The program is focused on testing the hypothesis that the 
decentralization of power increases the efficiency and effectiveness of natural resource 
utilization, and contributes to livelihood security. Various studies conducted under this 
program identify issues supporting or hindering the effectiveness of decentralization/ 
improved governance regarding sustainable natural resource utilization and improving 
livelihoods and analyzes whether globalization processes (especially under WTO) have an 
influence on the link between decentralization and natural resource management / livelihood 
security. The unique aspect of this project is that researchers working on this project are 
enrolled as PhD/MSc students either at universities in Pakistan or at University of Zurich, 
Switzerland. The students compile their thesis based on the research conducted under this 
project. SDPI researchers would be supervising three batches of PhDs over the next 12 
years. This year, SDPI supervised doctoral research on “Analysis of Institutional Changes in 
Forest Management and their Impact on Rural Livelihood Strategies in NWFP, Pakistan”. 
Moreover, two Swiss students conducted their research on “Impact of Legal and Institutional 
Reforms on Working Practices of the Forest Department in NWFP” under the supervision of 
SDPI researchers. 
 
3.3 Various Agreements of WTO and their Possible Impacts for Pakistan 
 
As a partner of the WTO Watch Group, SDPI is conducting research on various agreements 
of WTO and their possible implications for Pakistan. This is an ongoing research activity and 
so far SDPI has produced working papers on “Agreement on Agriculture”, “Trade related 
Intellectual Property Rights”, “Geographical Indications”, “Singapore Issues” and 
“Implementation Issues.” 
 
3.4 Mapping Food Security Situation in Pakistan 
 
This study is being carried out with collaboration of the World Food Program of United 
Nations. This study is the first of its kind being undertaken in the country that aims at 
mapping the food security situation in Pakistan at the district level. The final report would 
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enable policy makers as well as donors to prioritize their interventions in such a manner that 
livelihoods of the most food insecure people are secured.   
 
4. Governance 
4.1 An Analysis of Access of the Marginalized to Justice: Case study of Local Judiciary  
 
Work continued on ‘An analysis of Access of the Marginalized to Justice: Case study of Local 
Judiciary’ with The Asia Foundation (TAF). The study investigated the structure of local judiciary 
to assess its scope, functions and access to the marginalized groups of society–particularly the 
poor and women, by focusing on the socio-political and economic processes that lead to 
perceived lack of equality before the law. The purpose was to document the role of local judiciary 
and its accessibility to the poor and women. The study analyzed the political economy of the 
judicial process in Pakistan by inquiring into whether there was any causality between the way 
judicial process works at the local level and the socio-economic standing of people who 
approached it or are subjected to it.  
 
4.2 Landed Power and Local Government Elections  
 
A local government project on ‘Power and Elections’ was initiated with The Asia Foundation. It 
explored whether rural grassroots democracy was possible in Pakistan without fundamental 
structural reform. The concern was that landed and other sources of power subvert true political 
participation, required for a free and fair electoral process. Based on both quantitative and 
qualitative data analysis, a positive association of landed power and electoral success was 
established. Thus, in districts in which large landholdings were prevalent, the landed managed to 
capture local government seats directly via winning the coveted nazim seats and indirectly by 
fielding panels of candidates they backed. 
 
4.3 Analyzing the Effectiveness of the Devolution Plan 
 
UNDP supported the project on ‘Strengthening the Knowledge base on the Dispensation of Law 
and Order and Justice in the context of Devolution of Power to the Grassroots Level’. The project 
carried out a baseline survey on the state of the public’s perception of law and order and on the 
dispensation of justice in four districts of Pakistan. The most advanced rural district in each 
province, based on district rankings, was purposely selected. This showed, at least for the most 
advanced district, whether devolution had made a difference or not. How the reforms worked 
with regards to other key state service delivery was also investigated. 
 
5. Human Development: Social Sectors 
5.1 Community Development 
5.1.1 Mapping Study 
 
This mapping study covers a wide spectrum of development related work in Pakistan giving 
an overview of the work being conducted by different organization and the areas that are 
under-represented. The study examined the following themes: 
 
• Women and Human Rights 
• Media 
• Education 
• International and Local Donors 

 
Each section provided an overview of the work being done by the leading organizations in the 
respective areas, followed by a narrative identifying the under-represented areas. For 
example, the under-represented areas identified in Media included: sensitization of 
Urdu/regional press; sensitization of editors/owners of newspapers; development of 
standardized code of ethics for print and electronic media; and, lack of a training institute for 
the film industry in Pakistan. The paper will serve as a useful SDPI document for further work. 
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5.1.2 Proliferation of TV Channels in Pakistan 
 
The paper, solicited by Sampark, examined the impact of proliferation of television channels 
in Pakistan. It analyzed the changing trends such as the opening up of political debate and 
increased choice for viewers; changes in programs on religion; impact on political talk 
shows; and role of the multinational corporations. The paper also presented the viewers’ 
comments. Four major television channels (PTV, Indus, GEO and ARY) were studied.  
 
5.2 Education and Knowledge Systems 
5.2.1 Intergenerational Mobility and Educational Achievement in a Christian Urban 

Community: Questions of Identity, Marginality, and Structural Violence 
 
The objectives of this project were to understand the situation of a particular Christian 
community in an urban context vis-à-vis intergenerational socio-economic mobility and its 
relationship to educational achievement across generations. A related objective was to look 
at the educational aspirations for the youngest generation among community members. 
Intensive ethnographic data, through participant generation and interviewing, was 
generated for seven families whose three generations resided in this urban settlement. Using 
education and intergenerational mobility as the entry point, the dynamics of this community 
with respect to identity and marginality were contextualized in a macro-level sociopolitical 
analysis. The notion of structural violence was used to delineate how the systemic 
marginalization of Christian communities through the centuries continues to impact the 
everyday lives of people today. The findings from this research, in addition to providing 
academic papers and a policy paper. Furthermore, in a bid to give something back to the 
community that provided us our data we enlisted SDPI’s Advocacy Unit to assist in 
supporting ongoing community struggles. 
 
5.2.2 The Subtle Subversion: The State of Curricula and Textbooks in Pakistan  
 
Pakistan’s public education system has an important role in determining how successful we 
shall be in achieving the goal of a progressive, moderate and democratic Pakistan. A key 
requirement is that children must learn to understand and value this goal and cherish the 
values of truthfulness, honesty, responsibility, equality, justice, and peace that go with it.  

 
The identity and value system of children is strongly shaped by the national curricula and 
textbooks in Social Studies, English, Urdu and Civics from Class I to Class XII. The 
responsibility for designing them lies with the Curriculum Wing of the Ministry of Education 
and the provincial Text Book Boards.  

 
However, a close analysis by a group of independent scholars showed that for over two 
decades the curricula and the officially mandated textbooks in these subjects have contained 
material that is directly contrary to the goals and values of a progressive, moderate and 
democratic Pakistan.  

 
Our work suggested that fundamental reforms are urgently needed in the: 
 
• Ministry of Education, the Curriculum Wing, and the Textbook Boards  
• national curriculum, and  
• text-books in key subjects  
 
The study pointed out that independent oversight of these reforms would be best realized by 
using the considerable expertise and experience in education management, as well as 
developing new educational materials in partnership with citizen groups and private 
education providers.  

 

11 



SDPI Annual Report 2002 - 03 
 
SDPI presented the resulting educational materials and policy recommendations to the 
Government of Pakistan’s Ministry of Education as input for its recently announced education 
reforms. The report is also available on the SDPI website. 
 
5.2.3 Social Sciences Research Council (SSRC) 
 
On SSRC’s request, data pertaining to the higher education institutions was compiled and a 
list of private and public universities, centers and institutions was developed. Information 
and data to assist SSRC in developing and creating an electronic social sciences portal, 
South Asia Research Network (SARN) for South Asian studies and for scholars in South Asia 
was also put together. 

 
Data of more than 80 Pakistani journals related to the social sciences for the research portal 
was also collected. 20 journals were selected out of them and their respective editors 
contacted for copyright permission to display the title and content pages of their journals on 
SARN website. Copies of the journals were sent to the SSRC website. Information has also 
been gathered about Pakistani journals belonging to different fields from various government 
and non-government organizations and a consolidated directory of these Pakistani journals 
was assembled. Through SSRC, SDPI now also has a consolidated list of different categories 
of libraries at educational institutions and other sectors across the country. Information 
about private archival libraries for the SSRC for linking up their libraries with the SSRC 
website SARN is now underway.   
 
5.3 Gender 
5.3.1 Website on Women Rights  
 
This website provides information to enable women to make informed decisions pertaining to 
their rights. The material compiled is divided into two sections. The first section provides 
information on NGOs working for women in Pakistan, further sub-divided into Service 
Delivery, Research and Advocacy. A brief paragraph on each NGO is followed by their major 
projects and contact information.   

 
The second section comprises of information on the legalities of the Pakistani (whether 
Hindu, Muslim, Parsi and Christian) women’s rights regarding marriage, divorce, inheritance 
and child custody. The site is accessible at www.sdpi.org. 
 
5.3.2    Urban Women Rebels: Voices of Dissent in Urdu Popular Fiction 
 
In Pakistan, popular digests, particularly those written by and for women are seen as 
catering to a demand for easy reading or reinforcing the gender status quo. Research 
contesting this notion was conducted, focusing on the fact that while most stories do 
propagate the present social order, there is an increasing number of stories which reflect 
women’s recognition of injustice and dissatisfaction with the present roles assigned to them.  

 
The purpose was to bring forth and highlight, ‘alternative’ stories, narratives of dissent which 
question socially constituted ideals for women, deal with ‘serious’ issues such as the value of 
women’s economic empowerment, preference for sons over daughters and child sexual 
abuse. The research indicated that these ‘voices’ have been ignored by the studies carried 
out about women’s digests, which see them solely as pandering to a desire for ‘light’ reading, 
and reinforcing socially constituted ideals for women. 
 
5.4. Labor 
5.4.1 Rapid Assessment of Scavengers in Pakistan 

 
This rapid assessment (RA) study, completed with the support of ILO, focused on rag pickers 
and their work. Rapid assessments constitute a first step towards identifying critical issues 
in a particular area where no base-line information exists. This RA relied upon quantitative 
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and qualitative data gathering techniques. In addition, a review of available secondary 
literature was used to guide, as well as indicate the severity of the problems related to the 
rag pickers’ lives as well as the difficulties encountered in designing an effective policy that 
is sensitive and responsive to the issues on the ground, informed by rigorous research. The 
objectives of the study were to: 
 
• assess the magnitude and nature of scavenging/rag-picking and the working conditions 

of children in these sectors 
• identify the socio-economic, family and cultural background of the target group  
• examine the root causes of the involvement of children in scavenging/rag-picking, as well 

as the mechanisms and networks through which hazardous forms of child labor take 
place 

• examine the impact of children’s involvement in scavenging/rag-picking  
• identify and critically assess government, INGO and NGO interventions aimed at 

preventing and controlling children’s involvement in scavenging/rag-picking, with special 
attention to the situation of girls. 

 
Based on the recommendations provided by SDPI, ILO has initiated a program in Rawalpindi 
to eliminate child labor, especially focusing upon the rag pickers.  
 
5.4.2 Informal Sector Associations 
 
The project on ‘Informal Sector Associations in Punjab and Sindh’ was a joint initiative with 
PILER, funded by the ILO. The project aimed to investigate the nature and extent of organizations 
within the informal sector that are struggling for rights of workers. The premise behind the study 
was that organization is fundamental to securing rights for workers. The informal sector is a new 
challenge for those who are involved in organizing workers, traditionally through trade unions. 
Identifying these organizations is valuable because it allows groups to link up with each other 
and enhance their bargaining power.  

 
The project had two basic components: first, identify all informal sector associations actively 
working in three cities each in Punjab and Sindh (Lahore, Multan, Faisalabad, Karachi, 
Hyderabad, Larkana). Second, compile detailed case studies on three informal sector 
associations in each province. A similar study is also being conducted in South Africa and it 
is expected that the teams will meet and share experiences. 
 
5.4.3 Working and Living Conditions of Mine Workers 
 
The study looked in detail at the plight and the working conditions of mine workers in the 
Pakistani mines. It explained how fatal accidents take place in mines due to insufficient 
safety measures. It also elaborated the wage and contract systems in mines that force 
miners to work in sub human conditions. The study articulates how they contract asthma, 
tuberculosis, loss of eyesight and other diseases. It brings to light how hundreds of miles 
away from home and family, miners live in wretched conditions. The study looked at the 
reasons underlying the deplorable conditions and at the possible solutions. 
 
5.4.4 Institutional Framework for Pensioners in Pakistan 
 
The study, solicited by the Consumer Rights Commission of Pakistan, looked at the 
significance of the institutional framework and presented basic information, such as 
categories of pensioners and procedures followed by them. It traced the government 
reforms introduced for pensioners since 1947 and presented statistics pertaining to them 
with specific problems encountered because of the present institutional setup.  
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5.4.5 Building Social Capital: The case of Human Development Foundation  
 
The Human Development project was completed with the Human Development Foundation of 
North America (HDFNA). SDPI - a research and monitoring partner in this multi-partner initiative, 
has compiled a book based on the research findings of the project. We were entrusted with 
evolving a research methodology and communications strategy that would engage both the local 
communities and the partner organizations. Apart from process and linkages as cross cutting 
themes, SDPI focused on several specific research areas.  
 
This study had four components. An institutional analysis was designed to ascertain the incipient 
‘social capital’ in the community (by which we mean the willingness and ability to act in the 
collective community interest), the state of natural resource conservation and how this has been 
transformed as a result of the project intervention. Gender analysis was designed to ascertain 
the state of women in development and how this has changed over time. Education and health 
analyzes were designed to ascertain progress in these sectors and the determinants of this 
progress. 
 
5.5 Peace and Security 
5.5.1 Peace Studies Program 
 
A Peace Studies Program has been established at SDPI with support from the Ford Foundation. 
The project component is two-pronged. The first component focuses on the training of young 
Pakistanis from various parts of the country to familiarize them with South Asian security 
dynamics. The second aspect deals with ascertaining ordinary Pakistanis’ perceptions on 
security issues facing the country. Three batches of analysts have so far been trained. A seminar 
on South Asian Security Dynamics, using the Human Security perspective as a possible lens to 
prioritize Pakistan’s security agenda, was conducted in 2001. During the second phase 2002, 
nine Public Focus Groups throughout the country were held, with groups as diverse as 
postgraduate students at the Karachi University to landless women laborers in the rural Punjab. 
From these Focus Groups, it emerged that security perceptions and needs of the ordinary people 
were not necessarily in line with the dominant security discourse conducted in the name of 
national consensus on issues like Kashmir and nuclear weapons. The ordinary voices were 
conspicuous by their absence in the dominant discourse. A final report of this project would now 
be written to articulate the security concerns and priorities as stipulated by the ordinary people. 
The long-term goal of conducting activities on the above lines is to initiate processes that will 
have perceptible effects on the country’s security discourse.  
 
5.5.2 Women and Peace: The Pakistani Women’s Contribution to Peace Initiatives 
 
The purpose of this ongoing project, supported by the Ford Foundation, New York is to explore 
Pakistani women movement’s contribution, as well as initiatives to establish peace in the Indo-
Pak subcontinent with the assertion that many of these contributions and ideas have been all but 
obliterated from history and popular memory. This research will also highlight and acknowledge 
Pakistani women’s contribution to peace at the intra and inter state levels, in terms of their formal 
and informal role in peace building. The research is looking at the linkages between the Pakistani 
women’s movement and the peace movement, and analyzing the factors that encourage as well 
prevent women and women’s organizations from actively participating in the public arena with 
regard to the issue of peace. 

 
The methodology being used for this research draws upon diverse source materials that can be 
used as a reference or guide to better understand women’s role in peace building. Several 
literature reviews have so far been conducted, along with personal interviews with women 
peace activists and parliamentarians, archival searches for prominent women’s views on peace 
and debates of the National and the Provincial Assemblies. This is an under-researched area in 
Pakistan and such research has not been undertaken in Pakistan before. Therefore, it will 
highlight academic debate on the issue of women’s contribution to peace issues and further 
independent research initiated by SDPI. 
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5.5.3 Collection of Partition Stories 
 
The program on Global Security and Cooperation of the Social Science Research Council 
(SSRC), New York funded this research project. The objective of the project was to document the 
oral history of the 1947 Partition that saw the biggest movement of people in history. Thus was a 
time when friends became foes instantaneously and the world witnessed the worst form of 
genocide. Despite the fact that this left more than ten million people dead, there were several 
instances where many people came forward and protected individuals of other religions. This 
project was both an oral history project and an ethnographic endeavor. Two districts each in the 
North West Frontier Province (NWFP) and Punjab were chosen as research sites. Thirty in-depth 
intensive interviews were conducted with the research participants who were residing in the 
identified areas during/before the Partition. The interview methodology located participants’ 
subject positions in specific social relationships and power structures. To be able to highlight 
women’s perspectives, a special effort was made to include women as respondents. Specifically, 
the aims of the project were: 
 
• understand the issue of contemporary violence in the Indian subcontinent by looking at its 

genesis 
• explore the issues of peace through studying the inter-communal coexistence as well as 

difference pre-partition India in order to conceptualize practical alternatives to present day 
enmities 

 
Visits to the Archives Department in Peshawar, National Documentation Center, National 
Archives Department and The National Library in Islamabad to collect documented evidences 
pertaining to the communal riots at the time of partition, as well as transcription and translations 
of all the interviews held have been conducted and compiled. These will now be made available 
as an archive on the SDPI website. An SDPI conference panel presentation, with scholars from 
the region, as well as seminars at other local institutions like Quaid-e-Azam University, were held 
for sharing project findings and receiving feedback. Two papers are now being prepared for 
publication in international journals, as well as plans for making a documentary film reflecting the 
project findings are being mapped. 
 
5.5.4 In/Security: Afghan Refugees and Politics in Pakistan 
 
This project highlighted the impact of international politics and war upon refugees’ lives, 
asserting that the humanitarian aid that refugees receive is contingent upon interstate and 
intrastate politics. Indeed, the role of the state becomes contentious as it becomes the source of 
security as well as insecurity in the lives of refugees. This role is guided by self-interest rather 
than humanitarian concerns. In the Afghan case, we found that humanitarian aid had sometimes 
been used to perpetuate endless wars and violence in Afghanistan. This aid was also being used 
to portray a picture of Afghanistan pivoted on an anti-Soviet struggle through the strengthening 
of fundamentalist strains in Afghan thinking. The latter affected women and children negatively 
as different actors within camps - the Afghan political leadership, donor agencies, and Pakistani 
administrative structures - manipulated particular images of the ideal family and the role of 
women. Women have had to face multiple levels and layers of violence just as men have had to 
contend with an intensified view of masculinity that naturalizes inflicting violence upon others. 
Refugees have unnecessary borne the brunt of the aftermath of regional and international 
politics, as they have had to contend with both direct and structural violence. 
 
5.6 Poverty 
5.6.1 Poverty Assessment 
 
SDPI conducted a qualitative investigation of poverty in Pakistan by means of in-depth studies of 
six villages in six different agro-ecological zones in Punjab and Sindh. The study aimed to provide 
input into the Pakistan Poverty Assessment Report. The objective of the project was to 
understand the kind of risks that the poor are faced with, the options and recourses that are 
available to them to combat these risks, and how social and political institutions come into play in 
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this whole scenario. The four areas of focus were risk and vulnerability, rule of law, political 
economy and public services. An understanding of institutions and processes has provided the 
basis for analyzing the events that lead to and then perpetuate poverty. The findings of the study 
have been compiled and submitted to the World Bank. 
 
5.6.2   Assessment and Recommendations for the Rehabilitation of Refugee Hosting Areas 

in Balochistan and the NWFP 
 
This project completed with the support of UNHCR, addressed the issue of vulnerability 
among both Afghan and Pakistani populations with special attention to women and children. 
It examined the negative and positive social and economic impacts of the Afghan refugee 
population upon the NWFP and Balochistan, and vice versa.  Specifically, we looked at the 
impact upon the local labor market, food security and access to social services such as 
water, sanitation, health, education, and utilities such as electricity and gas. In addition, we 
attempted to investigate the role of local government institutions (both elected and 
government functionaries), as well as local administrative structures. 

 
While it was difficult to assess the exact correlation between the refugee presence and the 
hosting population, we could safely assume that the vulnerable from both nationalities were 
worse-off than before, and interventions and initiatives need to be focused and targeted. We 
found that some vulnerabilities were shared across communities, while others were 
area/province specific. Overall, we found that 72 percent Afghans were in the most vulnerable 
category compared to 39 percent Pakistanis. 

 
Based on the findings and recommendations of this project, UNDP has devised its program for 
rehabilitation of refugee affected areas in Balochistan, and will be undertaking similar work in 
the NWFP. The project has also provided SDPI with information that can be used effectively in 
implementing more refugee sensitive policies, as well as effectively address poverty related 
issues that concern both the populations. 
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Outreach through Policy Advice 
 
 
 
 
 
As a premier think tank in the country, SDPI's raison d'être is to provide policy advice on 
sustainable development to the government, civil society and private-sector organizations as 
well as to the general public.  
 
Policy Papers 
 
Policy papers provide in-depth analysis of issues of national significance. This year we 
produced the paper on: 
 

• Economic Efficiency and Community Participation: Applying the Principles of the 
Global Compact – Some Lessons from Pakistan 

 
Policy Briefs 
 
Policy briefs are written on request on issues requiring urgent attention by the government, 
often at international fora. They enable the government to explain Pakistan’s position on the 
issue and put forward a set of recommendations, if appropriate. This year SDPI provided the 
following policy briefs: 
 
• Impact of Agreement on Agriculture on Livelihood of farmers living in the Northern Areas 

of Pakistan 
• Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement: Impact on 

Food Security of the People living in Hindukush-Himalayas  
 
Policy Advice 
 
Policy advice is a distillation of recommendations emerging from research conducted at SDPI. 
While much of the advice is provided on request via policy papers and briefs, unsolicited advice 
is also given on key issues through policy papers, written comments, meetings, targeted 
newsletters, press articles, essays and participation at different fora to identify alternatives for 
improving existing policies and practices. During the year, SDPI gave advice on the following: 
 
WTO 
 
Feedback was given to the GoP on various WTO agreements including Agreement on 
Agriculture, Agreement on TRIPS, Agreement on Sanitary and Phyto Sanitary Measures, 
Trade and Environment and Singapore Issues. We attended and organized four meetings of 
WTO Watch Group. We also briefed the Finland Foreign Minister Mr. Erkki Tumioja in 
Islamabad about our concerns on state of affairs in WTO. Arranged pre-Cancun consultative 
workshops and delivered trainings to the Chambers of Commerce, Peshawar and Mardan on 
WTO agreements.  
 
Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) 
 
Provided solicited advice to Ministry of Food, Agriculture, and Livestock on ban on 
commercial use of genetically modified organisms GMOs and met with the Secretary Food 
GoP briefing him about GMOs. 
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Agriculture 
 
Provided solicited advice to the Ministry of Commerce/Agriculture on Draft Modality Paper on 
Agreement on Agriculture and on bio-safety guidelines to SAAG. We also attended/organized 
more than ten meetings of Sustainable Agriculture Action Group (SAAG) Steering Committee 
on various issues pertaining to Sustainable Agriculture (Bio-safety guidelines, WTO, GMOs, 
etc.)  
 
SDPI was also requested to make a presentation on wheat at 3-day workshop in Colombo by 
The World Bank/IFPRI. 
 
Self Monitoring and Reporting Program (SMART) for Industry 
 
SDPI, on the request of the Environment Protection Agencies (EPAs), developed software called 
Self Monitoring and Reporting Tool (SMART) for industries. This initiative was taken to support 
the efforts of the government in the implementation of the National Environmental Quality 
Standards (NEQS), environmental protection and pollution control in the country.  
 
The EPAs will use the software to receive, analyze and check for compliance on 
environmental data sent by industries. SMART will facilitate the process of recording and 
transmitting environmental data by industries. The pilot phase has been successfully 
completed and SMART will soon be implemented for all industries in Pakistan. Throughout 
the year, SDPI maintained contacts with industry and government to identify issues for 
mutual consultation. 
 
National Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) 
 
SDPI regularly participated in the meetings of the NEQS Implementation Committee that led 
to enhanced communication between SDPI, industrial units and environmental protection 
agencies on the issue.  
 
Forestry 
 
As a member of the Federal Forestry Board, SDPI contributed to the drafting of the National 
Forest Policy. A meeting was held with the ADB Review Mission on Forest Policy and 
institutional reforms. 
 
Environment  
 
Solicited advice was given to the Ministry of Environment on environmental governance and 
implementation. 
 
RIO+10 
 
SDPI, in its capacity as a member, regularly attended meetings of the executive committee 
for Rio+10 constituted by the Ministry of Environment. SDPI was also appointed on the Sub-
Committee of the Executive Committee to select the consulting firm to write the Pakistan 
Country Report. SDPI provided solicited comments on the WSSD report from Pakistan and 
urged the Foreign and Environment Ministries to push for a special status for water scarce 
countries that should include Pakistan. Solicited comments were also provided to the 
Ministry of Environment on the US government’s statement on Rio +10. 
 
Poverty 
 
SDPI’s response to the Poverty Reduction Strategy Planning Report was compiled and sent 
to the Government of Pakistan.     
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Policy Advice through Working Groups/Committees/Boards 
 
SDPI provided policy advice in its capacity as a member/advisor to a number of working 
groups/committees/boards including:  
 
• Working Group on Trade and Environment, Ministry of Commerce, GoP 
• Working Group on Agreement on Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, GoP 
• Working Group on Agreement on Agriculture, Ministry of Commerce, GoP 
• National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP): Sub-Committee on Environmental 

Governance and Policy Coordination, Ministry of Environment, GoP 
• National Environmental Action Plan (NEAP) Sub-Program on Air Pollution Control, 

Ministry of Environment, GoP 
• Federal Forestry Board, Ministry of Environment, GoP 
• Government's Consultative Group on WTO, formed at the National Agriculture 

Research Council (NARC) 
• Working Group on Trade and Commerce formed at the Ministry of Commerce 
• Sub-Committee on Environmental Governance and Policy Coordination: National 

Environmental Action Plan (NEAP), Ministry of Environment, GoP 
• Secretariat for National Environmental Quality Standards Implementation Committee 

(NEQS-IC) 
• Permanent Advisory Committee to Advice the Center for Research on Poverty Reduction 

and Income Distribution (CRPRID), Planning Commission  
• Executive Committee, World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), constituted by 

the Ministry of Environment, Federal Forestry Board, GoP 
• Board of Directors of Energy Conservation Fund 
• Editorial Advisory Board of the Lahore Journal of Economics 
• President’s Task Force on Human Development 
• Pakistan Focal Person for International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) 
• Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities CAT/Net   
• Global Alliance for Incineration Alternatives (GAIA)  
• Safe Drinking Water Group Pakistan, (SDWG-Pak)  
 
Study Group on Information and Communication 
 
This group contributes to improvement of the information telecommunication infrastructure at 
the national level. It provides a platform for consultants, scientists, academics and economists to 
create awareness in public and private sectors to exploit useful information resources. The 
group also undertakes the preparation of policy and planning recommendations that could 
subsequently be pursued by the relevant agencies.  
 
SDPI had substantial participation in the deliberations and provided useful comments in the 
meetings of the Study Group. This group meets quarterly to discuss and evaluate current 
developments in the rapidly evolving fields of telecommunications, from computers, data 
processing, networking, mass media, etc. to the generation, processing, management and use 
of information.  
 
During the year, four Study Group meetings were held, in which the following issues were 
discussed: 
 
• Regulating satellite and cable TV 
• Cable and satellite TV: Current status, issues and future prospects 
• The digital divide in Pakistan 
• IT policy 
• Digital opportunity initiative in Pakistan 
• Infrastructure policy and access issues 
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• Poverty eradication and how to overcome the digital divide? 
• Cellular industry in Pakistan: Current status, issues involved and future prospects 
• The art of content management 
• E-Commerce 
 
Policy recommendations on the above issues were framed and sent on to the Ministry of 
Science and Technology. Some of these included: 
 
• Expansion of the cellular industry into rural areas, creating a significant market.  
• Adoption of strategic alliances with service operators and content providers. 
• Immediate focus on the quality of service and broader coverage. 
• Efforts to arrest the high turn over of skilled human resource in the cellular industry.  
• Confidence building of the existing service providers by the government, which should be 

a facilitator and an enabler, and not a controller of cellular and other telecom services. 
• Review and update the quality of service standards. 
• Management of content through multicast routers by broadcast service providers. 
• Adoption of content management systems for closer collaboration between the 

government and other content producers. 
• Undertaking a feasibility study to set up an e-commerce institute to popularize e-

commerce. 
 
These meetings led to the following outcomes: 
 
• The Ministry of Science and Technology is processing project proposals (PC-1s) for 

rural connectivity/access. 
• Service providers and policy makers were made aware of service improvement and 

the need to address the issues involved. 
• Greater awareness among the PTCL, other service providers and policy makers to 

address the need to reduce the digital divide in Pakistan. 
• Provided policy advice on the status, issues involved and plans to enhance rural 

connectivity in Pakistan. 
• The Minister for Science and Technology, through letters, appreciated the Study 

Group’s recommendations and assured the Group of his full cooperation. 
• The Study Group meetings led to better networking among IT and related 

organizations.  
• The inputs and recommendations provided to the government led to improved 

customer services, enhanced efficiency and lowering of tariffs by the PTCL. 
• Increased awareness on the part of operators and regulators on the need of improving 

quality of service and facilitating the growth of mobile telephony, content management 
and E-commerce. 

• Increased awareness of potential users of SDPI’s training program and on the work SDPI 
is doing in the field of IT and Telecomm. 

• Improved customer friendly regulatory measures by Pakistan Telecom. Authority. 
• Improved customer service by PTCL. 
• Implementation of government plans to extend telecommunication out-reach to rural 

areas. 
 
Conferences, Workshops and Seminars 
 
Another dimension of outreach to the general public as well as policy makers is through the 
organization of conferences, workshops and seminars. The most important of these channels of 
policy advice is the annual Sustainable Development Conference where emphasis is placed on 
emerging sustainable development issues in Pakistan.  
 
The fifth conference titled Sustainable Development and Southern Realities: Past and Future 
in South Asia, held in 2002, critically re-examined the conceptualization and implementation 
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of sustainable development in its multiple dimensions: economic, political, social, and moral. 
The conference scrutinized and consolidated some of the ideas presented at the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, and resituated debates in the South 
Asian context. The proceedings of the fifth SDC are presently being edited and will be 
published. 
 
Training Program for Industry 
 
SDPI remained intensely involved in providing training and information and advisory services to 
industry. The training program on environmental monitoring has helped train senior technical 
staff in the field of environmental monitoring.  
 
Training Workshop on Self-Monitoring and Reporting for Industry 
 
During the year, SDPI organized four training workshops on ‘Self-monitoring and Reporting’. 
The workshops were organized to familiarize the participants, who belonged to the 
Environment Protection Agencies (EPAs) from Peshawar, Lahore, Karachi and Quetta, with 
the environmental regulations for industry, self-monitoring and reporting guidelines and to 
demonstrate/provide hands-on training to install and use SMART software. SMART is used to 
generate and send the Industrial Emission Report to EPAs, with the help of laboratory 
analytical data on industrial emissions (liquid effluents and gaseous emissions).  
 
30 participants representing EPD/EPAs from Karachi, Peshawar, Lahore, and Quetta 
attended these trainings.  
 
The workshops included presentations on Introduction to Environmental Monitoring and 
SMART Information Package, Environmental Regulations and Guidelines for SMART. Each 
presentation was followed by thorough discussion and useful inputs by the participants. The 
participants also discussed general industry related environmental legislation. Hands-on 
training to install and use the SMART was also imparted to generate and send the Industrial 
Emission Report to EPAs, with the help of samples of laboratory analytical data on industrial 
emissions (liquid effluents and gaseous emissions). At the end of the workshop, certificates 
were distributed among the participants. 
 
Interaction with the Government, NGOs and Private Sector 
 
Policy advice was also provided through discussions and meetings with various individuals and 
organizations. These demonstrate SDPI’s greater ability to influence or help initiate new 
government policies and our enhanced capacity to make improvements in existing government 
policies and practice. 
 
Comments were provided on issues of pesticides, WTO policy, poverty alleviation, environment, 
water, education, labor, economy, energy, trade, agriculture, decentralization, gender, etc. 
(Annex 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 



SDPI Annual Report 2002 - 03 
 

Publications 
 
 
 
 
 
Publications form a central component of our outreach program. SDPI, through its 
publications, facilitates the dissemination of research and advocacy knowledge to the 
general public as well as to government, academic peers and other specialist readers. SDPI 
publishes research and advocacy material in both English and Urdu. In addition to periodic 
publications, including the bi-monthly English and Urdu newsletters, SDPI publishes working 
papers, research reports, monographs, policy papers, policy briefs, Citizens’ Reports, 
conference anthologies, and books on public interest issues. There is a considerable 
readership of this material within the government and civil society institutions.  
 
The Urdu section of the Publications Unit was established to facilitate the expansion of the 
sustainable development policy dialogue to excluded groups. The section addresses groups 
working with peasants, labour, intelligentsia, lawyers, journalists, teachers and community-
based organizations. It corresponds with the decentralised vision of development where policy 
promotes participation. The ever-expanding mailing list for the bi-monthly Urdu newsletter 
confirms the need for this section. 
 
Demand for Information, Material and Correspondence 
 
During this period the Publications Unit received several requests for additional copies of the 
newsletters from various international NGOs for circulation to their regional offices. Also, 
several NGOs took interest in the work being done by SDPI and asked to be placed on the 
mailing list for SDPI newsletters.  
 
SDPI Research and News Bulletin 
 
The SDPI Research and News Bulletin, part of SDPI’s communication strategy, pushes out our 
research results strategically to an influential audience in an easily digestible form. It also 
includes information about SDPI activities that are issue-specific and informative. This year, six 
issues of the SDPI Research and News Bulletin were published. The bulletins can now also be 
viewed online via our website: www.sdpi.org 
 
SDPI Population and Environment Bulletin/Abadi Aur Mahaul 
SDPI Population and Environment Bulletin, compiled by the PECC team, is a 12-page, bi-
monthly publication, circulated to over 1,000 organizations/individuals. Because of its 
increasing readership and demand, especially in Sindh, the bulletin is also being published in 
Urdu and Sindhi (Abadi Aur Mahaul). This Bulletin has received encouraging feedback from 
all regions, especially the rural and far-flung areas of Sindh and Southern, Central Punjab. Its 
circulation has increased rapidly in a short span of time. This year four issues of Population 
and Environment Bulletin and four issues of Abadi Aur Mahaul (Urdu version) were published.  
 
Dharti and Paidar Taraqqi 
 
The Urdu Section publishes a bi-monthly newsletter Dharti  which covers SDPI related activities. 
During the year, six issues of Dharti were published. Khpla Khawera (My Soil) was been chosen 
as the title of the Pashto version of the newsletter. Two issues were printed and 
disseminated.  
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It also publishes a quarterly Urdu journal Paidar Taraqqi, the first journal of its kind on 
sustainable development in Pakistan that caters to development practitioners, academia and 
other socially conscious readers. Four issues of Paidaar Taraqqi were published this year. 
 
Research Papers, Working Papers, Monographs, Policy Papers and Policy Briefs 
 
The SDPI research staff or other researchers associated with the Institute produce a large 
volume of research output that includes various kinds of papers and monographs. This year, 
eleven working papers, one policy briefs and one monograph, one research report series and 
three Citizens’ Reports were edited and published by the English section (please see box 3 for 
details).  
 
 

Box 3: SDPI Publications 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Working paper series
1. Factors Determining the Labor Force 

Participation Decision of Educated Married 
Women in a District of Punjab, Amtul Hafeez 
and Eatzaz Ahmed  

2. Poverty and Environment, Damian Killeen 
and Shaheen Rafi Khan 

3. Using Theatre as a Research Tool:
Troubleshooting and Benchmarking 
Pakistan’s Devolution Plan, Shahrukh Rafi
Khan and Aasim Sajjad Akhtar  

4. The Partitions of Self: Mohajir Women’s
Sense of Identity and Nationhood, Rubina 
Saigol 

5. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Context
of Sustainable Development and Equity: The
Case of Pakistan, Shaheen Rafi Khan 

6. Non-competitive Behavior: Case Studies 
from the Cement and Pharmaceutical 
sectors, Mahvash Saeed Qureshi 

7. The Linkages between Scholarship and 
Advocacy:  From a Feminist Analysis of
Research on the Karachi Conflict, Ayesha 
Khan 

8. The Kyoto Protocol and Sustainable 
Development, Shaheen Rafi Khan 

9. The State of Forests in Pakistan through a 
Pressure-State-Response Framework, Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri 

10. Fractured Narratives, Totalizing Violence: 
Notes on Women in Conflict – Sri Lanka and 
Pakistan, Neloufer de Mel 

11. IN/SECURITY: Afghan Refugees and Politics 
in Pakistan, Saba Gul Khattak 

 
Policy Brief Series 
1. Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights (TRIPs) Agreement: Impact
on Food Security of the people living in HKH, 
Abid Qaiyum Suleri and Qasim Shah 

 

 

Monograph Series
1. Public Interest Litigation: Shehla Zia Versus 

WAPDA 
2. ADB Forestry Sector Project: Pakistan

Country Case Study monograph 
(forthcoming) 

 
Research Report Series 
1. The Costs and Benefits of Compliance with 

International Environmental Standards – 
Pakistan Case Study, Shaheen Rafi Khan, 
Mahvash Saeed Qureshi, Shahrukh Rafi 
Khan and Mahmood A. Khwaja 

 
Conference Proceedings 
Proceedings of the Fifth Sustainable 
Development Conference 2002 on Sustainable 
Development and Southern Realities: Past and 
Future in South Asia are being compiled, 

ed and edited.  

1. 
f Managing Water 

2. 

Oxford 

3. 

chistan and 

4. 01-2002 was
published and disseminated. 

2. 
h Rafi Khan, Sajid Kazmi and Zeb 

Trade and Environment, Shahrukh Rafi Khan 

review
 
Books/Reports 

The Oxford University Press (OUP) published
the SDPI report The Politics o
edited by Dr. Kaiser Bengali. 
The Dispensation of Justice in Pakistan, useful
to the debate on the devolution process in the 
country was re-edited and sent to the 
University Press (OUP) for publication.  
The UNHCR report on Assessment and 
Recommendations for the Rehabilitation of 
Refugee Hosting Areas in Balo
the NWFP was printed by SDPI. 
SDPI’s annual report 20

 
Citizens’ Report 
1. Can the Environment in Pakistan Wait?  

Building Social Capital for Development,
Shahruk
Rifaqat 

3. 
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Marketing and Sales (External Publications) 
 
SDPI’s research work was also published in external publications. 
 

 
Box 4: External Publications (published or forthcoming) 
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B Forestry Sector Project: Pakistan 
ntry Case Study report published by ADB 
act of Agreement on Agriculture on
lihood of farmers living in the Northern
as of Pakistan by SAWTEE Secretariat,
al   

de Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
hts (TRIPS) Agreement: Impact on Food
urity of the people living in HKH by

WTEE Secretariat, Nepal 
 Impact of Forest Policies on Poverty
viation in HKH region by SAWTEE
retariat, Nepal 

WTEE Research Synthesis Report
balization and Mountain Farmers: Tapping
portunities and Mitigating Threats 
ironment, Development and Security:
Perspectives from South Asia, ed. Adil Najam,
University Press of America 
State of Forests in Pakistan: Pressure State
Response Framework published in the NCCR
North-South Dialogue series 
The effect of attributes of Vigna spp. on the
bionomics of Callosobruchus maculates
published in Entomolgia Experimetalis et
Applicata, The Netherlands Entomological
Society 
Urdu book: Aalmghiriat ki smaji jehtain (Social
Dimensions of Globalization) (forthcoming) 
Boom in Pakistan’s Media Industry
(forthcoming) 
Globalization and Mountain Farmers: Securing
Rights to Livelihood, Pakistan Country case
study. (forthcoming) 
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Advocacy 
 
 
 
 
 
Raising awareness on environmental and social issues is SDPI’s main objective. We 
undertake advocacy, networking, litigation and education on issues of public interest. The 
Institute engages in two types of advocacy. The first is reactive and focuses on issues falling 
within SDPI’s mandate such as human rights, religious tolerance and academic freedom. The 
second is based on research findings and involves lobbying by the research staff through 
participation in conferences and workshops, and writing in journals and newspapers. Given 
the dearth of advocacy in Pakistan, the purpose of SDPI’s efforts is both to support specific 
causes and be a role model to set a precedent in an attempt to make up for the lack of active 
advocacy in Pakistan.  
 
The Advocacy Unit at SDPI engages in public-interest campaigns, some of which are more 
long-term, and others that tend to be reactionary in nature. Consistent themes include 
peace, environment, and women's rights. There are also a number of livelihood-related 
campaigns that the Unit is involved in including one on housing rights, particularly for katchi 
abadi residents, and one on food security for small and landless farmers under the umbrella 
of a coalition of public-interest organizations and farmers associations named the 
Sustainable Agriculture Action Group (SAAG). 
 
Much of the Unit's networking is accomplished through coalitions and alliances. Some of the 
coalitions with which SDPI is associated are the Pakistan NGO Forum (PNF), Advocacy and 
Development Network (ADN), and the Pakistan Peace Coalition (PPC). The Unit also 
publishes a quarterly newsletter Campaigner in which its campaign efforts are described. 
The Unit itself seeks to draw from the research conducted at SDPI and tries to impact policy 
changes that our research advocates.  
 
SDPI researchers were invited to deliver numerous talks/presentations at both national and 
international conferences/seminars to disseminate information and raise awareness on a 
wide range of sustainable development issues including environmental degradation, peace 
initiatives, current economic situation, food security, culture, climate change, water 
management, Pakistan’s political situation, sustainable agriculture and flood mitigation, 
impact of pesticides, decentralization and devolution of power, participation in education, 
the political economy of an Islamic economic system, social capital, restructuring 
expenditure, agrarian reforms and its relevance to devolution of power, environmental 
security in Pakistan, the state of formal basic education related to education, human 
security, and Kirthar National Park. (Annex 5) 
 
Over 80 articles, book reviews and interviews were published in the national newspapers, 
international journals (Annex 6) and SDPI’s own English and Urdu news bulletins. A 
substantial part of the completed research work was presented at various conferences, 
workshops and seminars at the national and international level (Annex 7). SDPI received 
favorable feedback and appreciation on many of its research presentations and articles. 
Furthermore, SDPI assisted other research institutions on their research work through 
comments and advice. 
 
Seminar Series 
 
One of the main goals of SDPI is the creation of broad awareness of, and active support 
for, sustainable development in government, the private sector, NGOs, academia and the 
general public. In consonance with that goal, SDPI organizes a weekly seminar as part of 
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its advocacy efforts to educate stake-holder groups on various aspects of sustainable 
development. These seminars provide valuable public space for open debate and 
intellectual discussion on various sustainable development issues.  
 
This activity was carried on with due zeal during the year. 31 seminars/panel discussions on 
both research and advocacy issues were held as part of the SDPI seminar series (Annex 8). 
These attracted a large and diverse audience and were extensively and regularly covered in 
the press. In addition to the regular seminar series, a few special seminars were also 
arranged.  
 
Advocacy Campaigns 
 
The Advocacy Unit was active on a wide variety of advocacy campaigns. The outcomes of 
a few salient campaigns are mentioned below: 
 
The Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP) 
 
The Finance and Planning ministries prepared the Interim-PRSP (I-PRSP) in November 2001. 
The finalized PRSP document is expected to serve as the main economic policy guide for at 
least the next three years, and is an extremely important part of the government’s reform 
agenda. SDPI has been engaged extensively on this issue – we’ve managed to get a number 
of articles published in the papers, as well as reports on meetings and other events such as 
seminars, one of which was held at SDPI on the PRSP process, highlighting the fact that it is 
not participatory despite claims from the IFIs and our government to the contrary. In 
addition, meetings were held with trade unionists, journalists and political activists in 
Karachi, Hyderabad and Peshawar to alert them to the significance of the PRSP. 
 
We also raised the issue of the PRSP in the training workshop Critique of Development held 
at SDPI. The issues that emerged in the workshop broadly reflected the various issues that 
have emerged throughout the campaign. On the one hand, there is very little depth to the 
discussions on the role of IFIs and international capital in undermining sovereignty. On the 
other hand, there does seem to be recognition amongst most people that the history of neo-
liberal policies is not very pro-poor, and that the content of the PRSP is not significantly 
different from what has come before.  
 
A special discussion was also held at SDPI, which reflected the lack of information amongst 
the general populace about the nature of donor relationship with the government and the 
military. There was, however, consensus about the threat to the state’s sovereignty due to 
the intensifying debt trap. We will be raising the issue with the incoming Parliament at a very 
early stage to generate the sort of pressure we need to start challenging the PRSP process 
and the paradigm that is being propagated.   
 
Discriminatory Laws 
 
The Alliance for the Repeal of Discriminatory Laws, of which SDPI is also a member, was 
active on several fronts. The main activity within this campaign was the Meerwala case 
that was in the public eye during this year. The Alliance issued a number of press 
statements and coordinated with lawyers and other organizations in the Multan area to 
provide moral support and to express solidarity with the survivor.  
 
SDPI staff also regularly participated in rallies condemning the Hudood Ordinance. The 
Unit was instrumental in organizing one such demonstration outside the Parliament House 
that received extensive coverage both in the print and electronic media. 
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Peace and Democracy 
 
Peace activities of various kinds continuously took place throughout the year. SDPI 
organized several peaceful protests against extremism, human rights abuses and 
international injustices.   
 
SDPI also drew attention to the LFO and its implications for the country and the constitution. 
We called meetings of civil society groups, including trade unions and journalists to highlight 
the extent to which democratic norms are being violated.  
 
SDPI also send a protest letter to the UNDP for including Sarwar Khan, allegedly involved in 
the high profile murder of his daughter, in their country strategy meeting that discussed 
women’s rights and empowerment. 
 
SDPI also held and participated in numerous press conferences and small vigils/ rallies to 
protest against war crimes of all groups involved in the Iraq crisis. A number of seminars 
were also arranged on the Indo-Pak crisis. These included a lecture by Nirmila Deshpande, 
an exhibition by a peace artist and a peace demonstration.  
 
SDPI also protested to the Dean of University of Maryland and members of its student 
newspaper’s editorial board, against the publication of a cartoon about Rachel Corrie - a 
woman killed by Israeli tanks while peacefully agitating for the Palestinian cause in 
Jerusalem.  
 
Citizens Peace Committee (CPC) 
 
The CPC has emerged as a strong platform to raise awareness against nuclearization 
and for peace-building initiatives among the public and the government. As a member of 
the Citizens Peace Committee (CPC), SDPI organized and participated in several events 
along with other partners. On the US bombing of Iraq, SDPI actively picketed for the 
boycott of US products such as fast food chains like Pizza Hut and Kentucky Fried 
Chicken and beverages like Pepsi, Marinda and Coca-Cola. 

 
Katchi Abadis Campaign 
 
SDPI continues to lobby for the regularization of most katchi abadis at their present location 
and recognition of the need to redress the skewed paradigm of housing provision that has 
resulted in the proliferation of katchi abadis. Simply regularizing/resettling existing katchi 
abadis is not a solution.  
 
We pursued contacting various groups, such as the Urban Resource Centre, to develop 
alliances of varying nature. Some lawyers were approached to help file a public interest 
litigation in the Supreme Court against the continuing practice of summary evictions. The 
government is yet to deliver on its promise to halt summary evictions and accelerate 
implementation of the National Policy on katchi abadis. 
 
We organized pre-election campaigns in many katchi abadis including Quetta, Peshawar, 
Karachi and Lahore suggesting that votes should be cast en masse and only to those 
candidates who actually did something prior to the elections. The campaign was relatively 
successful, since most katchi abadi dwellers voted on the basis of the issues. This campaign 
however, was largely symbolic because of the extent to which there was predetermination of 
outcomes, and in terms of the actual ability/willingness of politicians to deliver.  
 
We also continued support to katchi abadis, especially in the aftermath of an explosion of 
eviction drives in Islamabad, including one in sector D-12 in which local people were shot. 
Unfortunately, there is still a distinct sense that governments have not reconciled people’s 
genuine right to shelter and this attitude is reflected in large-scale operations. We have once 
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again been lobbying for inclusive and innovative development strategies in the wake of 
poorly planned resettlement schemes and mega projects such as the Lyari Expressway. As 
before, it seems that the state is only compelled to alter its method of operation when faced 
with resistance. By promoting alternative models of incremental housing, such as Khuda ki 
Basti, it is possible that the state comes to acknowledge the flaws in its completely elite-
biased planning paradigm. 
 
SAAG- Mobilization of Small and Landless Farmers  
 
SAAG initiated a series of press seminars and meetings on the recently announced 
corporate farming package, as well as related issues such as the amendments in land reform 
legislation. Discussions took place in Islamabad, Multan, Lahore, Karachi, D.G. Khan, 
Peshawar and Hyderabad, the response to which both in terms of participation and reporting 
by the media was reasonable. There is a growing sense that this issue is a serious part of the 
public policy discourse, and therefore, should be emphasized.  
 
The landless tenants movement in Punjab continues to be a very compelling campaign. We 
have also continued to provide support to the landless tenants, their plight is now being 
acknowledged in the press at least as a relatively serious issue. Through SDPI efforts, 
Newsweek covered the story of the tenants on the Okara military farms who are being forced 
to sign limited-year contracts that revoke tenancy status, quite extensively. We interacted 
with high-profile journalists and activists, as well as Retd. Admiral Fasih Bokhari and went to 
the area to verify that coercion was taking place.  
 
We also held a special seminar in which Pervez Hoodbhoy discussed his visit to Okara 
military farms. Pervez Hoodbhoy’s interview, based on the seminar, was printed in two 
newspapers. After the seminar, a meeting was held in which strategies to support the 
tenants were discussed and a Joint Day of Action (Sept.19th, 2002) was organized in 
Islamabad, Karachi, and Lahore.  

   
There is also significant international support developing, and even the Punjab Board of 
Revenue seems to be tilting toward the tenants over the military. There have also been 
attempts to involve other NGOs that have been at least partially successful.  
 
We responded positively to the invitation of Anjuman-e-Muzareen-e-Punjab, which had 
arranged a Convention for women tenants from all over Punjab. To support their cause and 
express solidarity with them, female representatives of SDPI went to Okara to attend the 
convention but were unable to do so, as the Army Rangers not only blocked their way and 
stopped them from going there by keeping them in their custody for more than three hours; 
interrogating, harassing and threatening them of dire consequences for participating in the 
Convention.  
 
Kirthar National Park 
 
SDPI campaigned actively for the preservation of Kirthar National Park in Sindh. SDPI’s 
international networking and advocacy efforts continued, in order to bring the situation in 
the park, where gas exploration is underway to light. Several institutions have compiled 
material on the issue, and there has been moderate coverage in the English newspapers. We 
refused to participate in meetings with regards to mitigation measures for the drilling in 
Kirthar, on the basis that we still hold a principled position against the entire project. The 
Supreme Court petition against the project was also pursued. 
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Special Seminars/ Demonstrations/Campaigns 
 
Demonstration to protest harassment of Ghazi Barotha affectees  
 
Two large demonstrations were held by the affectees of the Ghazi Barotha Hydropower 
Project (GBHP) who have been facing severe harassment from the Regional Accountability 
Bureau (RAB) regarding overpayment of compensation for involuntary displacement for the 
project. The demonstrations brought together at least 300-400 women outside the ADB and 
World Bank offices.  
 
The Federal Democracy Plan-FDP 
 
The debate about the constitutional amendments has been reasonably widespread. We held 
a special panel discussion on the proposed constitutional amendments package or the FDP. 
In attendance were representatives from the various political parties, as well as a host of 
individuals from the civil society. Despite the fact that all the speakers were critical of the 
plan, it was felt that views contrary to the proposed package would not be taken into 
account.   

  
De-nationalization of Colleges and Schools 
 
Taking up the issue of de-nationalization of colleges and schools, we organized several 
meetings with teachers and students, who are active in resisting this process. There has 
been a nationwide movement that has taken shape and we have tried to lend our support to 
this effort. This nationwide student/teacher mobilization has been quite sustained, with 
universities in Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi actively coming on board. Joint anti-
corporatisation activities with the Karachi University and concerned groups in Lahore and 
Rawalpindi were planned. 
 
Engagement with the State 
 
NGOs, political activists, trade unionists, and journalists were invited to share their views on 
the need to engage with the state. It was agreed that a large majority of NGOs had been co-
opted by the military government, leading to the marginalization of controversial, yet 
important issues.  
 
Endorsements 
 
• SDPI signed the Toxic Free Europe declaration. 
• SDPI signed the Okayama Declaration passed at the 10th Pacific Basin Conference on 

Hazardous Wastes in Okayama, Japan. 
• SDPI signed various petitions condemning the US bombing on Iraq. 
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Networking 
 
 
 
 
 
Networking is the most powerful way to build professional relationships, actively foster 
contacts and disseminate information. People and research institutions have networked and 
collaborated through conferences, site visits, shared technical assistance and document 
exchanges. 
 
SDPI attaches great importance to national, regional and international civil society 
alliance formations. SDPI is a member of several NGO and research institution networks, 
including South Asian Network of Economic Institutions (SANEI), South Asian Sustainable 
Livelihoods Forum, Duryog Nivaran (the South Asian network for disaster mitigation), the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Network, the Sustainable 
Livelihoods Network of the Society for International Development and the South Asian 
Network on Food, Ecology and Culture (SANFEC).  
 
SDPI considers networking essential for a collaborative, consultative and effective 
approach. These activities, in general, are part of our advocacy efforts to get support 
and to support like-minded organizations and individuals on issues of common interest 
and to register their support or provide support to them. The purpose is building up a 
momentum and disseminating our ideas as widely as possible. Regular meetings of our 
networks gives us an opportunity to grapple with issues which other organizations are 
facing and builds a sense of community. 
 
During this year, external links were further consolidated and extended: visitors to SDPI 
sought information about the research program and requested its publications. The 
researchers, including the Executive Director, met representatives of various 
organizations and educational institutions to discuss issues of common interest. These 
opportunities were used to disseminate information and raise awareness about SDPI’s 
research and advocacy campaigns. The Publications Unit set up informational stalls at 
various events organized by LEAD-Pakistan, Rozan, SUNGI (National Women’s Day: 
March 8) and the National Library (Environment Day: June 5) 
 
At the regional and international levels, SDPI further strengthened its ties with UBINIG- 
Bangladesh, Daccan Development Society (DDS)-India, Green Movement-Sri Lanka, 
International Center for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)- Nepal, Unitarian 
Service Committee of Canada-Nepal (USCCN), Bio-Thai- Thailand, Asian NGO Coalition 
(ANGOC)-Philippines, GRAIN-Philippines, Society for International Development (SID)- 
Italy, The Asia Foundation, Human Development Foundation, DFID, Development 
Research Center, IIED, IDS, IISD, FES, RING, Regional Center for Strategic Studies- 
Colombo, The Ford Foundation, World Commission on Dams- South Africa, Consumer 
Unity and Trust Society (CUTS)- India, BELA-Bangladesh, LST- Sri Lanka and Pro-Public-
Nepal. 
 
Within Pakistan, SDPI co-operates with transparent public interest NGOs. SDPI has now 
become the Secretariat of three major networks: Advocacy and Development Network 
(ADN), Coalition of Rawalpindi-Islamabad NGOs (CORIN), and the Citizens’ Peace 
Committee (CPC). CORIN is a part of the Pakistan NGO Forum and the CPC is a newly 
established network aimed at working on peace issues. The Institute is also a member of 
the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) Network, the Citizens’ Forum for Women's 
Rights, Joint Action Committee (JAC) and Pakistan Network of Rivers, Dams and People.  
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SDPI also actively strengthened networking with the Pakistan Economic Forum, 
Development in Literacy (DIL) Group, SPDC, Agha Khan Foundation (AKF), Sustainable 
Agriculture Action Group (SAAG), Green Circle Organization (GCO), Lahore, Pakistan 
Agriculture Research Council (PARC), National Rural Support Program (NRSP), SUNGI 
Development Foundation, PATTAN Development Organization, Village Friends 
Organization, Trust for Voluntary Organizations (TVO), SEBCON, Federal Seed 
Certification Department, Aurat Foundation, Ministry of Science and Technology, Ministry 
of Environment, Local Government and Rural Development, Ministry of Petroleum, 
Ministry of Water and Power, LEAD-Pakistan, and Shirkat Gah. 
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Training 
 
 
 
 
 
The Training Unit at SDPI has been established to organize trainings aimed at building the 
capacity of SDPI partners and other institutions and individuals. The training program is 
specifically aimed to build the capacity of organizations responsible for the implementation 
of the NCS and strengthening institutions in key sectors related to the environment.  
 
The SDPI Training Unit, already known for excellence and financial competitiveness, has a 
well-established client list. It co-ordinates, designs and conducts a number of generic and 
specialized courses on a range of subjects in two categories: 
 
SDPI Training Courses 
 
SDPI has developed the capacity to field its own training courses designed and conducted by 
SDPI trainers, as well as resource persons from specialized fields. The following SDPI courses 
were held: 
 
• Written and Spoken English Language Course (1course) 
• Negotiating Skills (1 course) 
• Training for Professionals and Critical Analysis of Development (1 course) 
• Fund raising and Proposal Writing for NGOs (4 courses) 
• Environmental Impact Assessment (1 course) 
• Sustainability of Projects (1 course) 
• Environmental Monitoring for Industries (1 course) 
• Report Writing Skills (1 course) 
• Secretarial Skills (1 course) 
 
Through these 12 courses, SDPI’s Training Unit enhanced the capacities of 170 
individuals including 40 women and 130 men belonging to various organizations from 
across Pakistan. These trainings helped SDPI by: 
  
• enhancing the capacity of the trainee organizations in managerial work, especially fund 

raising and proposal writing 
• enhancing collaboration with the public, private and NGO sector organizations. 
• increasing SDPI’s credibility as a training institution 
• improving government-civil society synergy. 
 
PECC Training Courses 
 
To meet the objectives of PECC project, SDPI’s Training Unit designed and conducted 
courses on the correlation between population and the environment for capacity building and 
enhanced understanding of these and related issues. Target trainees included print and 
electronic media representatives, academics, women organizations and other organizations 
and institutions in the public and private sector, working on and advocating population and 
environment-related issues. 
  
The main objectives of the PECC training program were to: 
  
• enhance the participants’ understanding of the linkages between population and 

environment 
• enable participants to advocate and report on population and environment-related issues 
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• create/strengthen networking between the media, NGOs, academics and the relevant 
public sector organizations. 

 
During the year, the TU conducted the following courses under the PECC training program: 
 
• Reproductive Health and Youth 
• The Role of Women in Population 
• National Population Policies and their Implementation 
• Issues Related to Reproductive Health 

 
These courses increased the capacities of 107 individuals, including 31 women belonging to 
various organizations. 60 men and 29 women participated in the Conference. 
 
Miscellaneous trainings imparted by SDPI staff included:  
 
• Globalization and Mountain Farming: Issues and Options for SAWTEE in Gilgit 
• One Module on Sustainable Agriculture during Training for Young Professionals: Critical 

Analysis of development 
• SMART training on Trade and Environment Linkages at Mardan Chamber of Commerce 
• A short training on WTO issues for Agricultural Officials on Agreement on Agriculture at 

University of Arid Agriculture, Rawalpindi 
• A short training on WTO issues for Agricultural Officials on Trade and Environment at the   

University of Arid Agriculture, Rawalpindi 
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Management and Support Services 
 
 
 
 
 
The Institute has attempted to infuse the vision of the NCS directly into its working. SDPI 
intends to be an organization both for the civil society in general and intelligentsia in 
particular. An attempt was made to achieve this objective by institutionalizing regular 
collective meetings, as well as emphasizing the non-research side of the Institute.  
 
Administration and Financial Management 
 
The Management Review and Purchase Committee (MRPC) plays a critical role in the 
Institute’s administration. The MRPC met weekly in this period and continued to improve 
the management, administration and financial practice at the Institute. 
 
During the year, the annual budget for SDPI was prepared. Financial reporting to donors 
and budgets for various projects were prepared. The annual audit for SDPI was 
undertaken, along with tax reporting. (Annex 11).  
 
Resource Center 
 
SDPI serves as a valuable resource center for the multi-disciplinary needs of local and 
foreign scholars. Our Resource Center is completely computerized and offers the 
following services: 
 
Information and Communications 
 
Information and communication are vital to SDPI’s research program. SDPI has greatly 
contributed to improvements in the national information and telecommunication 
infrastructure and also promoted further research in this sector. Activities in this regard 
are discussed below: 
 
Development Monitor/Development Database 
 
SDPI prepares an index of current economic and other development news on a daily 
basis called the Development Monitor. The development database includes abstracts 
from reports covering macro-economic issues from national and international journals.  
 
The Development Monitor is used to develop a weekly e-mail newsletter that is sent to 
more than a thousand users. The newsletter can be accessed through the Electronic 
News Clippings Archival System (ENCAS) on SDPI’s website. The Monitor has 190,946 
entries. During this period, the RC catered to 1030 requests for clippings. 
 
Pakistan Environment Digest (PED) 
 
To keep researchers abreast of current research and emerging issues, SDPI compiles 
and publishes the Pakistan Environment Digest (PED), a bi-monthly digest of 
environmental news. PED, initiated in January 1996, is a methodical compilation of 
selected news, comments, articles, and announcements, concerning the 14 program 
areas of the National Conservation Strategy (Annex 2), appearing in the print media. SDPI 
plans to make the Digest available on line. This resource is currently accessible to 
agencies and individuals interested in planning, implementation and monitoring of NCS 
related programs. Once on-line, the database will be disseminated to an even wider 
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audience. Special PED issues are periodically published on particular subjects or special 
occasions. 
 
During the year, five issues of the PED were printed and distributed. 17 organizations and 
persons subscribe to PED. 
 
Population and Environment Digest (POP Digest)  
 
The POP Digest is a monthly collation of newspaper clippings from English, Urdu, Sindhi and 
Pushto mainstream newspapers, magazines and periodicals and is circulated to over 1,000 
readers. 
 
During the year, 12 issues of POP Digest were published. 
 
The Library 
 
SDPI’s library is a valuable source of information for the researchers, academic 
community linked to the Institute and the general public. Developed through 
purchase, donation and exchange arrangements, it continued to play a key role in 
raising awareness on sustainable development, environmental and other issues of 
social relevance. At present, the library’s holdings exceed 10,000 monographs 
with special strengths in the areas of development, environment and agriculture. 
It has 13338 books and 4,801 documents. During the reporting period, the Resource 
Center (RC) acquired 259 new books and 179 new documents. The library database was 
also launched on the website using WWWISIS.  
 
Besides the main section the library has three other sections: 
 
1  The Government Publications Section 
 
The government publications section exclusively deals with publications comprising of 
statistical documents, gazettes and reports of various departments of the federal and 
provincial governments. 
 
2  The Serial Section 
 
The serial section of the library subscribes to over 42 national and international journals 
and periodicals, more than 200 serials, eight national dailies, and over 200 newsletters. 
 
3  The Audio-Video and CD-ROM Section 
 
The Audio-Video and CD-ROM Section has a selective collection of audio/ videos and CD-
ROMs. Some of the CD-ROM databases available at the centre are: Grolier's Academic 
American Encyclopaedia, McGraw-Hill Science and Technical Reference Set, OCLC 
Environment Library, Popline-Population Database, Public Affairs Information Services 
(PAIS), Readers Guide Abstracts, Toxline–Toxicological Database and DAI–Development 
Activities Information.  
 
Currently, the resource centre has 64 CD-ROM databases, 145 audio and 65 video 
cassettes. Additional resources are available through the Inter-Library Loan Program 
and the Publication Exchange Program. 
 
Library membership is open to all. At present the library has 189 users and an average of 
25 users consult it every week. In addition to minimal service charges, the refundable 
security deposit is Rs.3000. Library timings are 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through 
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Friday, except for national holidays. Photocopy services of material, available in the 
library, are provided free of cost.  
 
Library Consultancy 
 
The Resource Center has trained staff, who offer library computerisation consultancy on 
payment. Consultancy projects have been carried out with the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF). These assignments have helped establish SDPI as a pioneer in library 
automation. The exercise not only generated funds for the Institute, but also helped 
achieve other objectives of SDPI’s Resource Center, such as working towards 
standardization of systems, services, practices and procedures. The standardization will 
help in communicating with different local libraries. In the long run, this will contribute to 
developing a library union for resource sharing in Islamabad. 
 
Library Networking 
 
In order to enhance the information resource available to the clients, the Center has been 
involved in networking with a number of national and regional thematically coherent 
organizations. The RC's Publication Exchange Program has a fraternity of 17 organizations. 
Under this program, SDPI publications are exchanged with books and other material 
published by partner organizations. These organizations include, among others, the Gujrat 
Institute of Development Research- India, ICIMOD- Nepal, Regional Centre for Strategic 
Studies-Sri Lanka and Shirkat Gah-Pakistan.The Resource Center is continuing its efforts 
to expand this exchange program.  
 
The RC also has a formal Inter-Library Loan arrangement with four Pakistani libraries. 
 
Human Resource Management 
 
SDPI considers Human Resource Management (HRM) an important function of the 
organization and recognizes its contribution in achieving organizational goals. The HRM 
strategy at SDPI focuses on attracting and retaining good talent, professional and 
personal development of employees and creating a friendly and conducive work 
environment for its staff. Gender integration has always been a part of the overall 
management at the Institute that has a separate human resource unit closely 
coordinating with its other programs and units.  
 
The addition of new staff strengthened SDPI’s capacity to effectively carry out its 
institutional mandate. One Research Fellow, one Research Associate, two Research 
Assistants, one survey coordinator, one Advocacy coordinator, one senior Finance and 
Accounts Manager, two Visiting Fellows and 13 Visiting Research Associates joined SDPI 
during this period. 
 
Staff was hired for translations and transcriptions for SSRC’s Pakistan program, 
Strengthening Civil Society Knowledge base Participation for Good Governance project, 
study on the Private Sector and Natural Disaster Reduction, Socio-economic Impacts on 
Refugee Hosting Areas supported by UNHCR, project on Curriculum and Textbook Reform, 
the WB-SDPI report, the Population and Environment Communications Centre (PECC) set up 
at SDPI with Packard Foundation assistance, the UNHCR project, SAWTEE project for the 
Sustainable Agriculture unit, field researchers for Rapid Assessment of Rag Pickers Project, 
Public Opinion on Peace Security Project, well as hiring consultants for RING Trade and 
Environment and Environmental Economics Studies. Project staff, with longer contracts, 
including Sustainable Development Co-ordinator and PECC Information and Communications 
Officer was hired. 
 
At SDPI, the professional development of an employee starts right from the time of 
joining. Each newcomer undergoes an employee-orientation program. SDPI follows a 
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continuous process of training and professional development for each employee. It is 
SDPI policy to invest in its employees. The training budget per individual is annually revised. 
The courses offered by the SDPI Training Unit are open to all staff members.  
 
In addition to these courses, staff members can avail other professional development 
courses falling within the allocated training budget. Also, the staff is encouraged to 
attend academic conferences and events for professional and personal development: the 
Institute allows staff to spend up to eight weeks, each year, away from the Institute to 
pursue academic activities. The employees can also avail up to four months of leave 
during their period of employment to undertake long-term professional courses. The 
several training workshops attended by SDPI staff increase their capacity to efficiently 
conduct research, advocacy and provide policy advice.  
 
Thirty-three staff members attended various training workshops/degree courses on Young 
Professional on Critical Analysis of Development, Negotiating Skills, Peace Studies 
Orientation, Executive Time Management, Fund raising and Proposal writing in NGOs, 
Written and Spoken English, Logical Framework Analysis, PGD-IT, HRDN Trainers’ Retreat, 
Secretarial Skills, Gender and Development, LUMS McGill TOT program and HRD Congress. 
 
Other professional development activities at SDPI include special assignments, internal 
and external attachments, including international placements at reputable institutes and 
organizations, evaluation, feedback and career advancement for research, professional 
and support staff. SDPI provides space to local and foreign scholars to interact with SDPI 
staff and pursue their research agendas. 
 
SDPI’s mandate includes developing human resources more broadly. In this respect, 
SDPI offers regular internships to fresh Masters degree holders and to students on the 
verge of completing their post-graduate studies. The purpose is to expose youth to 
practical situations, build their knowledge base, impart skills and train them to become 
useful members of society. SDPI also had a regular influx of interns and volunteers who 
worked with and on various units and projects. This year nine interns and three 
volunteers joined the following units/projects: Resource Center, Sustainable Agriculture, 
RING, Human Resource, Gender and Development, Good Governance project, Religious 
Seminaries project, Urdu Publications, Food Security, and Peace Studies.  
 
During the year, the program of minor improvements in the Management Procedures 
remained on track. Moreover, evaluation forms were circulated to evaluate the 
performance of all service units and supervisors to improve service delivery and 
encourage better and more accountable work relationships between staff members and 
supervisors. Routine tasks including providing medical and life insurance to employees 
were performed.  
 
Crèche 
 
SDPI has set-up a crèche to facilitate working parents, especially working mothers. 
SDPI’s management procedures and gender strategy both stress the provision of this 
facility to its staff. Reliable and high-quality care is being provided to the enrolled 
children. Two caregivers were hired by SDPI for this purpose. Interestingly, men and 
women employees are using the facility equally. 
 
Gender Integration 
 
SDPI is a firm believer in the development framework that deals with gender integration. By 
addressing the gender-based constraints, governments as well as organizations have the 
potential to increase the effectiveness of their programs and to strengthen the power of 
women and men to gain control over decisions that affect their access to employment, credit, 
social services, political participation, natural resources -- the requisites for a better quality 
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of life. SDPI’S multi-sectoral approach, focuses on partnering with communities, civil society, 
and the private sector, and builds on existing approaches that have been used by 
development practitioners over the past decade to ensure gender integration into 
development programs, through SDPI research and policy advice, AS well as gender 
sensitive advocacy campaigns. SDPI has consistently taken stands on critical issues 
connected with women. These include issues concerning political representation, 
especially at the local government level, and violence against women. SDPI is known for 
taking well-substantiated bold positions. Researchers have taken part in debates, 
campaigns and demonstrations for women's rights as well as planned campaigns in 
concert with other partners for women's rights. 
 
At the institutional level, the process of gender integration was taken forward. SDPI’s 
gender focal person regularly participated in PEP gender steering-committee meetings. 
The semi-annual PEP progress reports and work plans included information on gender 
indicators. SDPI’s gender related activities were shared with other PEP partners.  
 
SDPI has adopted a gender-sensitive organizational policy approved by the BoG. The 
strategy focuses on attaining a gender balance in the research and professional staff. It 
also emphasizes the provision of equal opportunities and facilities to both women and 
men. SDPI’s affirmative action resulted in the recruitment of new female staff that has 
improved the gender balance at the Institute. Also, information on SDPI's gender strategy 
is included in the orientation package for new employees. As part of SDPI’s training 
component, the capacities of 66 women were enhanced. 
 
Management Information System 
 
The MIS department of SDPI proved its expertise in: 
 
• Systems Planning and Designing 
• Web Development 
• Computer Training Courses  
• Administration and Management of Computer Networking, which includes both Local 

Area Networking (LAN), as well as Wide Area Networking (WAN). 
 
The MIS department is equipped with state-of-the-art Pentium III and IV processor-based 
machines. Sixty eight workstations are connected to LAN. The department is running multi-
platform operating systems such as Windows 2000 Advanced Server, Windows NT and Linux 
Servers. The MIS is maintaining six servers. Two of them are Windows NT i.e., Primary 
Domain Server (PDC) and Back-up Domain Server (BDC), while Windows 2000 Advanced 
Server as Domain Controller. The department has setup print-spooling (print-servers) 
services on LAN. 
 
Internet Connectivity 
 
The MIS department has set up Radio Modems and installed a radio tower through which 
128k 24-hours radio link connections have been provided to all workstations on LAN. The 
communication server (web and mail server) is running on Linux, whereas, the users get 
authenticated on LAN via Windows NT servers and Windows 2000 Advanced Server. The MIS 
department is catering to the needs of 68 staff members directly connected to the Internet, 
the connectivity of which is enhanced through the installation of a CISCO router 2509.  
 
Information Technology (IT) Training Courses 
 
MIS department has established a fully automated computer-training laboratory, with the 
state-of-the-art technologies. The laboratory is equipped with eight P-III processor based 
machines, the multimedia and slide projectors.   
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The department has proven expertise has taken an initiative in organizing and conducting 
computer-training courses and workshops at the Institute.  MIS has conducted several 
computer-related courses for partner organizations under the Pakistan Environment 
Program (PEP).   
 
SDPI Website 
 
A lot of changes have occurred in SDPI site. The new site with a different layout was 
uploaded. It can be viewed at www.sdpi.org. The site has introduced many new sections, 
including a ‘What’s New’ column which is updated on a daily basis. It has list of the following:  
 
• Ongoing Projects and Campaigns  
• Published Reports  
• Weekly Seminars  
• Sustainable Development Conference 
• Training/Workshop Updates  
• Research and News Bulletins  
• Environment Digest and Bulletin  
• Dharti  
• Paidar Taraqqi  
 
The SDPI Resource Center can also be searched online. Books and documents can be 
viewed online through our database in Oracle. Membership forms can also be filled online, 
since the page has database connectivity. SDPI in Press has updated information of our 
published news and articles. We update this page on regular basis to include the latest SDPI 
news coverage.  
 
The website continued to be frequented by people seeking information on issues covered 
by SDPI’s research program. Information demanded through our website is increasing 
gradually. The Institute responded to numerous queries regarding institutional information, 
publications, and research program from national and international organizations. The 
website is being developed into a comprehensive representation of past and current 
work of the Institute. This includes abstracts of publications, as well as the current 
research portfolio. Our objective is that this becomes the first point of contact for our 
national and international members and clients.  
 
PECC Website 
 
The MIS unit has developed a website of the Population and Environment Communications 
Center (www.pecc.org.pk) housed at SDPI. This site is fully functional and was regularly 
updated during this time period. It contains PECC publications, training and conference 
material. A site map, the PECC Conference material and press clippings were also placed 
online.  
 
Fund Raising 
 
Efforts were made to attract new members to SDPI. A plan is being prepared to attract 
policymakers into the membership fold. Due to the sustained efforts of the membership 
officer, we have three organizational, six senior citizen, 12 student, eight individual (one of 
which is for a five year period) memberships.  
 
Members are welcome to attend the bi-monthly Research, Policy and Advocacy meetings, so 
that they can keep abreast of SDPI’s research activities and also give their input. Members 
are also entitled to SDPI training fee concessions. They can also attend the social gatherings 
and picnics arranged by SDPI. Information packs containing newsletters and schedules for 
training workshops, seminars and meetings were regularly sent to all members. 
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SDPI is building its Endowment Fund via savings from the research projects, which 
emerge in accordance with our management procedures. The income, raised by 
individual projects, is made available for the longer-term development of the institution. A 
major expenditure, which could utilize this source of funds in the medium term, will be to 
secure our own premises.  
 
Policy changes have been instituted to attract more funds through research. Research 
Fellows are expected to generate their own salaries through project funding via an 
incentive system approved by the Board. Researchers are now allowed to bid for 
projects–a practice which has already started to draw in funds.  
 
Publications and other products (Pakistan Environment Digest and Development Monitor) 
and services (training, website development, membership, greeting cards, library 
membership and automation) are utilized to the fullest extent possible to generate funds 
for the Institute. The website is also being used for on-line sales and attracting more 
members. The Institute also rents out its equipment and facilities to other organizations 
for income generation.  
 
Our annual level of activity has increased significantly between 1994 and 2003. This 
positive trend correlates to the increasing maturity of the Institute and the demand for its 
activities, products, services and advice.  
 
There has also been a decline in the relative proportion of funds from the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA)- an indication of SDPI’s growing financial 
independence. Increasing proportions of funds are now being obtained from multilateral 
agencies, including the United Nations, and other clients. This development is a welcome 
sign of the diverse funding base of SDPI and will be furthered through the Endowment 
Fund. 
 

SDPI’s Income: 1994-2003 
Differentiated by funding source 
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Board of Governors 
 
 
 
 
 
• Mr. Shams ul Mulk  

Chairman of the Board 
 

• Mr. Irtiza Husain 
Director, Pakistan Petroleum Ltd 

 
• Dr. Masuma Hasan 

 
• Ms. Khawar Mumtaz 

Coordinator, Shirkat Gah 
 

• Mr. Shamsul Mulk 
Minister For Irrigation, NWFP 
 

• Dr. Abdul Aleem Chaudhry 
Director, Punjab Wildlife Research Center 
 

• Mr. Aslam Qazi 
Chief Editor-Daily Kawish 
 

• Mr. Malik Muhammad Saeed Khan 
Member, Planning Commission 
 

• Dr. Pervez Hoodbhoy 
Professor, Quaid-e-Azam University 
 

• Mr. Karamat Ali 
Director, PILER 
 

• Mr. Sikandar Hayat Jamali 
 

• Mr. Habib Ullah Beg 
Chairman-KASB Leasing Ltd. 
 

• Dr. Saba Gul Khattak 
Ex-officio Member and Secretary to the Board 
Executive Director, SDPI 
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Core Areas of the NCS 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Maintaining soils in cropland 

2. Increasing irrigation efficiency 

3. Protecting watersheds 

4. Supporting forestry and plantations 

5. Restoring forestry and plantations 

6. Protecting water bodies and sustaining fisheries 

7. Conserving biodiversity 

8. Increasing energy efficiency 

9. Developing and deploying renewables 

10. Preventing and abating pollution 

11. Managing urban wastes 

12. Supporting institutions for common resources 

13. Integrating population and environment programs 

14. Preserving cultural heritage 
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Research Assignments including Publications 
 
 
1.  Economy 
 Macro-Economic Policies and Structural Adjustment 
 

1. Pakistan Country Report on the State of Competition Legislation for the 7-up 
project supported by the DFID 

2. “Structural Adjustment in Pakistan at the Turn of the Millennium”, Economic and 
Political Weekly 

 
2.  Environment 

Climate Change 
 

1. Adaptation to Climate Change in the Context of Sustainable Development and 
Equity, supported by the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research. 

2. The Kyoto Protocol and Sustainable Development, a solicited paper for Grovers 
Publishing House, UK.  

 
Environmental Conservation 
 
1. Environmental Security in Pakistan – Are there Grounds for Optimism? 
2. National case study on the Integration of Economics into Pakistan's Biodiversity 

Action Plan supported by the IUCN 
3. State of the Environment Report for Pakistan supported by UNEP and the Ministry 

of Environment 
4. Poverty-Environment Linkages supported by the IIED 

 
Hazardous Waste Management 
 
1. Working paper on Lead Exposure and Children: Blood Lead Levels in School 

Children resulting from Leaded Petrol Use and Increasing Road Traffic in 
Pakistan, Mahmod A. Khwaja 

2. Working paper on Environmental and Health Impacts of Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls (PCBs) and Measures for PCBs Phase Out in Pakistan, Mahmod A. 
Khwaja 

 
Population and Environment 
 
1. Youth and Development 
2. Government Policy Failures of Family Planning: Using a Village Profile as Example 
 
Trade and Environment 
 
1. Impact of Enhancing Environmental Standards on International Trade of South 

Asian Countries supported by the Research and Information System for the Non-
Aligned and Other Developing Countries (RISNODEC) 

2. Costs and Benefits of Compliance with International Environmental Quality 
Standards supported by the International Institute for Environment and 
Development (IIED) 

3. Manual of Environmental Management System (EMS) 
4. “Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Costs: The Case of Pakistan’s Cloth and 

Leather Exports”, ed. Khan, S.R, Trade and Environment: Difficult Policy Choices 
at the Interface, ZED publishers, London, 2002 
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5. Standards for Sustainable Development 
6. Economic Efficiency and Community Participation: Applying the Principles of the 

Global Compact: Some lessons from Pakistan 
 

3. Globalization and Rural Livelihoods 
 
1. Impact of Agreement on Agriculture on Livelihood of Farmers living in the 

Northern Areas of Pakistan   
2. Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement: Impact 

on Food Security of the People living in HKH     
3. Impact of Forest Policies on Poverty Alleviation in HKH region 
4. Medicinal plants of the Northern Areas of Pakistan: Issues and Options in WTO 

regime 
5. Non-timber forest products of NWFP: Their contribution in Livelihood Strategies 
6. Impact of TRIPS on farming community of HKH: A case study of Nasirabad, 

Balochistan 
7. Social dimensions of Globalization: A case study of the Northern Areas of 

Pakistan 
8. Policy Brief on the Impact of Agreement on Agriculture on Livelihood of farmers 

living in the Northern Areas of Pakistan by SAWTEE Secretariat Nepal 
9. Policy Brief on the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) 

Agreement: Impact on Food security of the People living in HKH by SAWTEE  
10. Working paper on the Impact of Forest Policies on Poverty Alleviation in HKH 

region  
11. SAWTEE Research Synthesis Report Globalization and Mountain Farmers: 

Tapping Opportunities and Mitigating Threats    
12. Globalization and Mountain Farmers: Securing Rights to Livelihood, Pakistan 

Country Case Study (First Year Research Report under preparation) 
13. Research study on Legal Dimensions of Decentralization in Pakistan 
14. Research study on Devolution of Power in NWFP 
15. “Forest Degradation”, Pakistan State of the Environment Report commissioned 

by the Ministry of Environment 
16. “State of Land”, Pakistan State of the Environment Report commissioned by the 

Ministry of Environment 
17. The NCCR Project: North-South Partnership for Mitigating Syndromes of Global 

Change 
 

4. Governance 
 

1. An Analysis of Access of the Marginalized to Justice: Case study of the Local 
Judiciary-TAF 

2. Landed Power and Local Government Elections-TAF 
3. Strengthening the knowledge base on the Dispensation of Law and Order and 

Justice in the context of the Devolution of Power to the Grassroots level-UNDP 
4.  “Using Theatre as a Research Tool: Benchmarking and Troubleshooting the 

Devolution Plan”, Lahore Journal of Economics, 2002 
5. Local Government Elections, Phase IV and V: Power Dynamics in Smaller Land 

Holding Constituencies, The Asia Foundation, June 2002 
6. A Benchmark Study to Assess the Impact of Power Devolution on the Delivery of 

Law and Order and the Dispensation of Justice 
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5. Human Development: Social Sectors 
Community Development 
 
1. Social Capital Construction in Pakistan: The Case of the Human Development 

Foundation in Pakistan, outcome of the completion of the Human Development 
Foundation Project 

 
Education and Knowledge Systems 
 
1. Study on Intergenerational Mobility and Education Achievement in a Christian 

Urban Community: Questions of Identity, Marginality and Structural Violence 
2. Report titled Subtle Subversion: The State of Curricula and Textbooks in Pakistan 

 
Gender 
 
1. Urban Women Rebels: Voices of Dissent in Urdu Popular Fiction 
2. Website on Women’s Rights 

 

 
Labor 
 
1. Report on Rapid Assessment of Scavengers in Pakistan 
2. Study on Informal Sectors Association 
3. Working paper on Working and Living Conditions of mine workers 
4. Study on Institutional framework for Pensioners in Pakistan 
5. Sub-contracted Home-based Work in Pakistan: A Study of Multi-tier exploitation. 

Outcome of the completion of the UNICEF Home- based Worked Project
 
 Peace and Security 
 

1. “In/security: Afghan Refugee Camps and Politics in Pakistan” in the Journal of 
Critical Asian Studies, June 2003, New York 

2. “Violence and Home: Afghan Women’s Experience of Displacement” in Craig 
Calhoun and Paul Price and Ashley Timmer (eds), Understanding September 11, 
New York: The New Press. 2002  

3. “Afghan Women: Bombed to be Liberated?” in Middle East Report, Spring 2002 
4. Study on Women and Peace: Pakistani Women’s contributions to Peace Initiatives 

Study titled Urban Women Rebels: Voices of Dissent in Urdu Popular Fiction 
5. Working paper on Collection of Partition Stories/Oral history of Partition in two 

districts of Punjab 
 

Poverty 
 
1. Research report on Women and Poverty 
2. Qualitative Investigation of Poverty in Pakistan –World Bank 
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Interaction with the Government, NGOs 
and Private Sector 

 
 
 
 
 
• Supervised research in NCCR project on Analysis of Institutional Changes in Forest 

Management and their Impact on Rural Livelihood Strategies in NWFP, Pakistan. 
• Supervised research of Bernd Stiemann, an MSc student of University of Zurich and 

Project Research Assistant in NCCR project on the Impact of Legal and Institutional 
Reforms on Working Practices of the Forest Department in NWFP. 

• Supervised research of Niels Balzer, an MSc student of University of Zurich and Project 
Research Assistant in NCCR project on Developing Indicators for Assessing State of 
Forests in Pakistan.  

• Feedback on various WTO agreements including Agreement on Agriculture; Agreement 
on TRIPS; Agreement on Sanitary and Phyto Sanitary Measures; Trade and Environment; 
Singapore Issues. 

• Meeting with ADB Review Mission on Forest Policy and institutional reforms.   
• Gave feedback on environmental governance and implementation. 
• Provided solicited advice to Ministry of Food, Agriculture, and Livestock on ban on 

commercial use of genetically modified organisms.   
• Provided solicited advice to the Ministry of Commerce on Draft Modality Paper on 

Agreement on Agriculture.       
• Provided solicited advice on bio-safety guidelines to SAAG.   
• Provided feedback to Federal Forestry Board. 
• Attended/organized more than ten meetings of Sustainable Agriculture Action Group 

(SAAG) Steering Committee on various issues pertaining to Sustainable Agriculture (Bio-
safety guidelines, WTO, GMOs, etc.). 

• Attended/organized four meetings of WTO Watch Group. 
• Briefed the Finland Foreign Minister Mr. Erkki Tumioja in Islamabad about our concerns 

on state of affairs in WTO.              
• Met with Secretary Food GOP briefing him about GMOs.             
• Provided comments to the Secretary Commerce GOP on WTO issues.         
• Briefed participants about the Education system in Pakistani universities at SSRC 

workshop in Katmandu. 
• Met with the SARFP staff in Katmandu to discuss, evaluate and strategize over SSRC’s 

future plans and activities. 
• Compiled comments on the PRSP report. 
• Met with Dr. Atiq ur Rehman, Executive Director, Bangladesh Institute for Advanced 

Studies (BCAS) regarding Ring and future collaboration between SDPI and BCAS. 
• Met with Dr. Jasmeen Jairath, Project Director, South Asia Consortium for 

Interdisciplinary Water Resources Studies regarding the Water proposal. 
• Met with Ambassador of Sweden Peter Tejlar to discuss possible Pakistan participation 

at a conference on Development. 
• Meeting Mr. Murray Miloff, Governance Sector Program Manager, Pakistan/Afghanistan 

Program-CIDA and Dr. Evan Due, Counselor, Development, Canadian High commission 
about the economic and social development issues in Pakistan. 

• Meeting with Bushra Gohar-HRMDC to discuss a project on Afghan children’s peace 
education guidelines input information conceptualization. 

• Discussion with Zeba Sathar, Population Council about research and inter-library 
cooperation between Pop.Council and SDPI-PECC project. 
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• Met with Dr. Tariq Rehman to support his work on madrassas and engagement with 
feminism and modernity. 

• Met with Rukhsana Rasheed from CIDA, Islamabad regarding work on women and 
poverty. 

• Meeting with Dr.Farooq Ahmed, Coordinator, Indigenous Honeybees Project, ICIMOD, 
Nepal and Atsuko Toda, Assistant Coordinator, ICIMOD/IFAD Program, Nepal regarding 
collaborative projects in the Northern areas. 

• Meeting with Dr. Zulfiqar Gilani,Vice Chancellor, University of Peshawar regarding 
collaborative work. 

• Briefed Sanaulah Baloch, former MNA from Balochistan about SDPI research and 
projects, particularly work related to Balochistan. 

• Interacted with Ambassador (retd.) Farooq Subhan, from Bangladesh to discuss the work 
of the RCSS, Colombo and help them with the work of the International Research 
Committee. 

• Meeting with Montserrat Vihe-Fiexus from UNDP about recommendations for refugee 
affected areas of Pakistan.  

• Provided comments on the report Struggling for Survival:  The Health of Pakistan’s 
Political Parties, authored by Zafarullah Khan of FNS at its launching. 

• Met with Ambassador of Sweden Peter Tejlar to discuss civil society perspectives on the 
elections. 

• Met with M.Asif Shuja, DG-EPA to discuss SDPI/EPA collaboration on the SMART 
program. 

• Meeting with Anne Woodbridge, CIDA to discuss the future of the PEP Project. 
• Briefed Kevin Henry, Advocacy Director, Care International about SDPI’s work on 

assessing poverty in Pakistan. 
• Meeting with John Wall, Resident Representative, World Bank, Pakistan to discuss SDPI’s 

work with reference to poverty. 
• Briefed Marshuk Ali Shah, Country Representative, ADB about SDPI’s work and activities. 
• Meeting with the UNDP mission to discuss civil society concerns about PRSP and the 

steps ahead. 
• Meeting with Fayaz Baqir, UNDP to discuss collaborative projects. 
• Meeting with Mosadik Malik about collaboration with the Commission on Human 

Development. 
• Met with Muaz Mubashir from the Export Bureau to discuss the Training Unit’s capacity 

regarding WTO trainings.  
• Mr. Ishrat Hussain, Governor, State Bank visited SDPI for a briefing about current SDPI 

research and activities. 
• Meeting with Haroon Sharif from Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan 

(SECP) on corporate social responsibility and money laundering 
• Met with the Norwegian mission Inger-lise Lien, Senior Researcher, Norwegian Institute 

for Urban and Regional Research and May Endresen, Advisor to the Norwegian 
Association of Local and Regional Authorities to discuss on devolution of power in 
Pakistan. 

• Provided comments on the PRSP at a meeting organized by the Center for Poverty 
Reduction and Income Distribution. 

• Gave feedback to Urs Geiser on his paper. 
• Meeting with Lena Linderberg, UNDP to discuss the SDPI protest to UNDP over Sarwar 

Khan and steps to resolve the issue. 
• Gave lead input to Rozan-an NGO regarding their seminar on gender, masculinities and 

peace as part of their organizing committee. 
• Met Arif Hasan to discuss SDPI’s possible role on the Leyari Expressway. 
• Met with Zari Sarfaraz, political and women’s activist to discuss women’s role in peace 

processes in the subcontinent. 
• Met with Christopher D. Candland, Assistant Professor Wellesley College, USA to discuss 

collaboration on an education related project. 
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• Held talks with Feroz Mehdi, Projects Officer, Alternatives Montreal, Canada regarding 
peace education in Afghan refugee camps in Peshawar. 

• Met with Ahmad Bilal, PILDAT, Lahore about inter institutional collaboration. 
• Met with Dr. Anwar Nasim, Chairman, National Commission on Biotechnology regarding 

SDPI’s possible work on the pros and cons of the GM issues. 
• Briefed journalists from Northern Areas about SDPI's work in Northern Areas, especially 

with reference to the SAWTEE Project. 
• Press conference on Corporate farming. 

 
 

50 



SDPI Annual Report 2002 – 03 Annex 5 

Lectures/Talks/Presentations delivered 
 
 
 
 
 
• A paper on Role of the Media on Securing Rights of Livelihood of Farmers at the SAWTEE 

meeting in Nepal. 
• A paper on the Impact of Globalization on People Living in the HKH Region of Pakistan at 

the SAWTEE meeting in Nepal. 
• A paper titled Incoming Regulations for Hazardous Substances and Hazardous Waste 

Control in Pakistan at the 10th Pacific Basin Conference on Hazardous Waste at Okayama, 
Japan. 

• Presented papers on WTO Agreement on Agriculture, TRIPs, SPS and genetically 
modified food. 

• Press conference on Agreement on Agriculture negotiations.  
• Arranged farmers rally on Agreement on Agriculture negotiations. 
• Presentation on Thinking through Women’s Lives: Reconciling Representational, 

Analytical and Policy-making Imperatives in Poverty Research.  
• Arranged farmers rally against New Modalities in WTO’s Agreement on Agriculture. 
• The regional study on Forest Policy and Institutional Reforms: Pakistan country case 

study. 
• Presented a paper on Subsidies, Contributions and Potential Risks to Community 

Development in Mountain Regions: A case of the Marginalized Forest Village 
Development Measures in Pakistan at the Asia High Summit, ICIMOD, Nepal 

• Presentation to DMG officers about SDPI 
• Presented a paper on the Impacts of Pakistan-India conflict on Food Security of the 

region at the International NGO Summit on Food Sovereignty, Rome. 
• Presented a paper on Agreement on Agriculture: What is at stake for Pakistan at the 

Dialogue between developing countries and the developed world, WTO headquarters, 
Geneva. 

• A paper on Institutional Dynamics of Forest Degradation through Pressure-State-
Response Framework at the 5th SDC, Islamabad.A paper on WTO Agreements: Issues and 
Options for Pakistan at the 5th SDC, Islamabad.Presentation of Evolving sui-generis 
system: Issues and options for Pakistan at the SAWTEE Regional Conference on Farmers 
Rights.Presentation of Plant Breeders Rights Act of Pakistan: A critical analysis at the 
SAWTEE Regional Conference on Farmers Rights.Presented Poverty Alleviation through 
sectoral policies: Issues and Options at the National Workshop on Pro-poor Development, 
International Water Management Institute, Islamabad. 

• Talked about the Singapore Issues of WTO: Strategy for Pakistan at the National 
Consultation on consumer protection in emerging WTO regimes, at the Consumer Rights 
Commission of Pakistan, Islamabad. 

• Presented WTO and Food Security essay at the International Islamic University 
Islamabad for WTO postgraduate diploma students. 

• Highlighted the Polychlorinated Bi-phenyls (PCBs) Problem in Pakistan - View of a Non-
Governmental Organization, at Regional Workshop for South East Asia on PCBs and their 
Sound Management, Bangkok, April 2003 (Proceedings under publication) 

• Presented a paper on Constructions of Identity, difference and violence: Partition 
Narratives from a village in Punjab at the 5th SDC. 

• Gave a presentation on Standards at the Consumer Rights Commission of Pakistan 
(CRCP). 

• Gave a presentation on Countering Violence:  The Role of NGOs at a one-day seminar on 
Terrorism organized by the Han Seidal Foundation. 
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• A presentation on Achieving WEHAB targets through Gender Equity at a conference 
organized by LEAD Pakistan.  

• A presentation about the SMART program and WTO by the SDPI team to the Minister of 
Environment at the Ministry. 

• Presentation on Partition Violence at a conference on communal violence in South Asia 
organized by Area Study Center for North and South America. 

 
 
 

52 



SDPI Annual Report 2002 – 03 Annex 6 

Newspaper Articles/Book Reviews/Interviews 
 
 
 
 
 
• Special Supplement on Mountains in The News International, with all the articles 

contributed by SDPI research staff. 
• “No More Ideologies, Please”, The News on Sunday: Political Economy Section. 
• “Pakistan’s Schizophrenic Response to WTO”, Monthly Himal South Asian: Kathmandu. 
• “World Food Summit five years later: What needs to be done?” The News on Sunday: 

Political Economy Section. 
• “Food Deficit, Political deficit (Commentary on World Food Summit)” The News on 

Sunday: Political Economy Section. 
• “Corporate Farming or Corporate Greed?” The News on Sunday: Political Economy 

Section. 
• “Population Growth: Justice is the strife”, The News on Sunday: Political Economy 

Section. 
• “What Can Johannesburg Do?”, The News on Sunday: Earth Summit Special Edition. 
• “Their Wealth and our Health”, The News on Sunday: Encore Section. 
• “Little Words, Little Actions (Commentary on Johannesburg)”, The News on Sunday: 

Political Economy Section. 
• “Hunger widens with Increased Production”, The News on Sunday: World Food Day 

Special Edition. 
• “Funds and Focus vital to check Population Control”, The Nation 
• “WTO: need for a Southern Proactive Agenda”, The News on Sunday: Political Economy 

Section. 
• No Reprieve for Inhabitants Up There”, The News on Sunday: International Year of 

Mountains Special Edition. 
• “Need for Awareness about Reproductive Health stressed”, Dawn 
• “Population Policy must be linked with Development”, Dawn 
• “Govt urged to check Misuse of Health Budget”, The News International 
• “Ban on 'quacks' and Demand for 'sex education' in schools”, Daily Khabrain 
• “Environment during 2002”, The News International: Year End Supplement. 
• “Agriculture looms Large”, The News on Sunday: Political Economy Section. 
• “Trading in Nature: (WTO and Agreement on Environment)”, The News on Sunday: 

Political Economy Section. 
• “Population growth and the Environment”, Indus Magazine 
• “Negotiations on Agreement on Agriculture”, The News on Sunday: Political Economy 

Section. 
• “Controlling Hazardous Wastes”, The News International 
• “Ruminations on Violence, Resistance and a Just Life, Resistance, Roots for Equity 
• “Is our Conservation Strategy a Fiasco?” The News International 
• “Will the new Population Policy Deliver?” The News International 
• “Competitive Technology: A Key to Good Development”, Bangladesh Observer 
• “Check on Wastage of Resources”, The News International 
• “New Population Policy: Will it deliver?” Indus Magazine 
• “Devising ways to Control Population Growth, The Nation 
• “Population Welfare Programs in Pakistan are Susceptible to Corruption, The News 

International 
• “Forgotten Economy in Political Climate”, Daily Ibrat 
• “When People Deliver their Decision”, Daily Ibrat 
• “Rapid Growth in Population due to Inconsistency in Policies”, The News International 
• “Managerial Skills needed to control Population”, The Dawn 
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• “Planning stressed in every Aspect of Life by Islam”, The Nation 
• “Family Planning in Islam is Compulsory”, Daily Khabrain 
• "Faulty Implementation results in Population Policies Failure”, The Nation 
• “Poverty has forced people to Reduce Family Size”, Nawa-i-Waqt 
• “Population Control Programs have failed due to Corruption”, Khabrain 
• “Population Welfare Programs in Pakistan are Susceptible to Corruption”, Daily Express 
• “High Cost of Essential Medicines is the Reason for Increase in Death Rate”, Daily Jang 
• “Family Planning not un-Islamic”, The News International 
• “Funds and Focus vital to Check Population Control, The Nation 
• “Family Planning is completely Islamic, Clerical Opposition is Reduced, Khabrain 
• “In/security: Afghan refugee camps and politics in Pakistan”, Journal of Critical Asian 

Studies, New York  
• “Violence and Home: Afghan women’s experience of displacement”, Understanding, 

Craig Calhoun and Paul Price and Ashley Timmer (eds), New York: The New Press  
• “Afghan women: Bombed to be liberated?” Middle Eas  Report t
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Conferences/Workshops/Seminars 
Attended 

 
 
 
 
 
• The 2nd Regional Consultation Meeting on Farmers' Rights to Livelihood in Hindukush 

Himalayas at Katmandu, Nepal organized by the South Asian Watch on Trade Economics 
and Environment (SAWTEE). 

• The World Food Summit in Rome. 
• The Research Partnership for Sustainable Development organized by RING, IIED London.  
• The European Islamic Dialogue: Role of Vocational Education for Sustainable Livelihood 

in Mountainous Areas organized by German Federal Foreign Office, Berlin. 
• The Social Dimensions of Globalization organized by FES, Bangkok. 
• Drinking Water Issues in Pakistan/Towards A National Drinking Water Policy, a round-

table conference organized by the Network/SDWG-Pak, Islamabad. 
• The PEP Inception Workshop, organized by IUCN, Islamabad. 
• The Occupational Health and Safety Development and Management Systems Seminar. 
• Use of Vitamin C for Lead Removal from Human Body, a seminar organized by the Quaid-

e-Azam University and Pakistan Science Foundation, Islamabad.  
• A meeting in D.I. Khan of affectees of the Chashma Right Bank Irrigation Project (CRBIP). 
• A two-day workshop organized under the banner of Social Science Research Council 

(SSRC). 
• SSRC’s first international conference and workshop organized by South Asian Regional 

Fellowship Program (SARFP) in Katmandu. 
• NEQS – Implementation Committee meeting.  
• Customers Perspective on IT, Telecom and Mass Media, organized by Gallup Pakistan.  
• National Consultation with Women Parliamentarians, a workshop organized by Aurat 

Foundation. 
• Transforming Cultures of Conflict: Envisioning Peace, a seminar organized by Rozan, 

Mubariza and Sangat. 

 

 

• Launching of the State of Pakistan’s Children, 2002 and a documentary on Child Labor in 
Pakistan: The Silent Scream, Islamabad. 

• The Telecom Deregulation and Technology Perspective for Pakistan 2003, a seminar.  
• Gender and Development a workshop, organized by Church World Service at Murree. 
• Gender Equity in Environment and Sustainable Development, a one-day workshop 

organized by the Ministry of Environment, Islamabad  
• Book launching of The Politics of Water Management, organized by SDPI, Islamabad.
• Youth Summit Conference, Cairo.  
• A convention of forest owners in Mingora, Swat.  
• Resource Rights, Livelihoods Security and Environmental Security, an inception 

workshop organized by SAWTEE, Nepal.  
• PEP gender meetings. 
• Sexual Harassment at the Workplace, a seminar organized by Fauzia Saeed. 
• Gender and Poverty, a workshop organized by NRSP, Islamabad. 
• PRSP, a panel discussion, specifically organized for partners to understand the issues 

and develop institutional stances related to labor, environment, gender and livelihood 
issues. 

• LFO meeting organized by HRCP and Aurat Foundation. 
• Pakistan’s Economic Indicators, a presentation by Kaiser Bengali. 
• Livelihoods and Security Project, inception workshop at Kathmandu, Nepal. 
• RING Standards for Sustainable Trade, regional workshop at Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
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• Trade Knowledge Network-II Project, international workshop at Geneva, Switzerland. 
• RING-UNEP Meeting on the Adaptation Policy Framework, London, UK. 
• Adaptation Policy Framework, a meeting organized by UNEP at Ghana, Africa. 
• Trade Knowledge Network II, a workshop held at Islamabad 
• TRIPS, a workshop organized by SAARC Chambers of Commerce, Islamabad. 
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Weekly Seminar Series 
 
 
 
 
 
Topic Speakers 
Exploring Cultural Practices of Conflict Andrew Jillani 
Wither Pakistan’s Foreign Policy Akram Zaki, Dr.Moh.Waseem, Prof.Tahir Amin 
Problems of Peace Teaching and Research in 
Pakistan 

Prof.Sikandar Mehdi 

Assessing US National Strategy for Combating 
Terrorism 

Dr.Haider Nizamani 

Environmental Health Impacts: Status of 
Production, Supply and Use of Pesticides in 
Pakistan 

Dr.Iftikhar Ahmed, Dr.Irafn-ul-Haque, Zafar Ali 
Khan, Rana Nazir Mehmood, Dr.Mahmood 
A.Khawaja 

Employees Old age Benefit Institute Akbar Zaidi 
State of science in the third world Dr. Faheem Hussain 
Iraq: yesterday and tomorrow Zulfiqar Gondal 
Women in Parliament: Their Role Ayla Malik, Azra Bano, Salma Raheel, Farzana 

Bari 
Panel discussion: The new Labor Policy and the 
Future of Trade Unions 

Dr.Aliya Khan, Chaudhry Yasin, Zahoor Khan 

The Colonial Legacy of International Relations 
Theory 

Dr. Naeem Inayatullah 

The Consequences on the International System 
of a US Attack on Iraq 

Dr.Armand Clesse 

Status of Production, Supply and Use of Leaded 
Petrol in Pakistan 

Syed Zawar Haider, Ejaz H.Ranalwa, Dr.Irshad 
Ahmed, Sabir Hussain, Dr. Asif Shuja Khan, 
Dr.Mehmood A.Khawaja 

Humanism: Rationality and Values Levy Fragell 
Rural Women and Poverty in Pakistan Dr.Lubna Chaudhry 
Is a different South Asia possible? Smitu Kohthari 
What I saw: An account of a Visit to the biggest 
Farms in Okara 

Dr.Pervaiz Hoodbhoy 

Women’s work and Empowerment Issues Dr.Saba G.Khattak 
Are Religious Extremism and Militancy here to 
stay? 

Khaled Ahmed 

Challenges of Inter-Agency Collaboration for 
Primary Health care: Analysis of Metaphor 

Dr.Tanveer Abdullah 

Narratives of Identity, Separation and Belonging 
in South Asian Diaspora 

Dr.Tariq Rehman, Harris Khalique 

Election 2002 and After Dr.Inayatullah Khan 
Corporate Governance in Pakistan: Concepts, 
Issues and Political Economy 

Haroon Shariff 

Election 2002: What Happened and What is 
likely to Happen? 

Dr.Moh.Waseem, I.A.Rehman 

Interventions of Asian Development Bank on 
Forestry Sector of N.W.F.P and their Impacts on 
Poverty Alleviation 

Dr.Abid Suleri, Qasim Shah 
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Topic Speakers 
Democratization of the Military Dr.Inayatullah Khan 
Why couldn’t Urdu become the Official and 
Court Language of Pakistan? 

Prof.Fateh Moh.Malik 

The Controversial University Ordinance Dr.S.Sohail Naqvi, Dr.Riaz Ahmed, Dr.M Aslam 
Baig 

The Sociology of Nuclear Conflict Dr.Haider Nizamani 
Can American Unilateralism be Contained? Prof.Hasan Gardezi 
Will there be a Third War after Iraq and 
Afghanistan? 

Prof.Dr.Paul Scott 

Lake at Stake: A case of Manchar Ghulam Mustafa Mirani, Naseer Memon, Zubaida 
Birwani, Ali T.Sheikh 
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Pakistan Environment Program 
 
 
 
 
 
SDPI is a partner institution of the CIDA and RNE funded Pakistan Environment Program 
(PEP). The goal of PEP is to improve Pakistan's capacity to achieve environmentally 
sustainable forms of economic and social development through the implementation of the 
National Conservation Strategy. The initiative is designed to strengthen the four institutions 
central to this implementation: IUCN-P, the NCS unit of the Ministry of Environment, the 
Environment Section of the Federal Planning Commission and SDPI. The aim is to enhance 
the ability of these institutions to provide effective leadership, technical support/analysis, co-
ordination services and catalyze the implementation of Pakistan's NCS.  
 
With the successful completion of Phase I, SDPI is now contributing to the main theme of PEP 
II i.e,“governance for environment management.” An important aspect of PEP I for SDPI was 
the links it created with the government that aided in its policy work. SDPI will nurture and 
extend such links to enhance its policy effectiveness. 
 
SDPI’s approach to PEP II is threefold. First, given that it has been designed to be a policy 
think-tank, it has a comparative advantage in contributing to the knowledge base for 
governance for environmental management. Creating new knowledge and managing existing 
knowledge and conveying it to the right policy organs, is indispensable for effective 
governance for environmental management. Second, while PEP I was more focused on 
capacity building, in PEP II it will continue to build on this capacity and also use existing and 
extended capacity to commit to three kinds of deliverables: research, publications/reports 
and policy advocacy or networking. The third deliverable will involve work with PEP and 
other networking partners to enhance governance for environmental management. All of 
these are identified below as outcomes. 
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Resident Staff of SDPI 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Abdul Hameed Nayyar, Visiting Fellow  
2. Abdul Matin Khan, Visiting Fellow  
3. Abid Sulehri, Research Fellow, Sustainable Agriculture, Forestry and Biodiversity  
4. Adil Najam, Visiting Fellow  
5. Ali Aamer, Assistant Coordinator, Newspaper and Periodical Section  
6. Ali Abbas Qazilbash, Project Coordinator, PECC  
7. Ali Ahmed Rind, Information and Communication Officer, PECC  
8. Ali Qadir, Visiting Associate  
9. Aneela Sultana, Research Assistant, PECC  
10. Ansar Janjua, Dispatcher  
11. Aqeel Ahmad, Secretary, Urdu Publication Unit  
12. Arif Shaheen, Network Administrator  
13. Arshad Aziz, Assistant Coordinator, Training Unit  
14. Arshad Khurshid, Publication Officer, English Publication Unit  
15. Asad Naqvi, Visiting Associate  
16. Asmat Ullah Khan, Associate Trainer  
17. Babar Shahbaz, Project Research Associate  
18. Douglas David, Human Resource Development Officer  
19. Fahd Ali, Research Assistant, Renewable Energy and Clean Fuels  
20. Faisal Haq Shaheen, Visiting Associate  
21. Fatimah Asif, Senior Manager, Finance & Accounts  
22. Fauzia Javaid, Senior Office Manager  
23. Foqia Sadiq Khan, Visiting Associate  
24. Gulshan Khan, Driver  
25. Hafiz Wasim, Programme Secretary, Training Unit  
26. Haider K. Nizamani, Visiting Fellow  
27. Haroon Sharif, Visiting Fellow  
28. Iffat Majeed, Computer Operator  
29. Ikhlaq Ahmed, Library Assistant  
30. Imran Khan, Information Secretary  
31. Iqbal S. Khattak, Research Assistant  
32. Junaid Arshad, Visiting Associate  
33. Kaiser Bengali, Visiting Fellow  
34. Kiran Nazir Ahmed, Research Associate  
35. Kiran Habib, Research Assistant, Gender  
36. Lubna Chaudhry, Visiting Research Fellow, Education and Knowledge Systems  
37. Mahjabeen Hussain, Executive Secretary  
38. Mahmood A. Khwaja, Research Fellow, Environment  
39. Majid Jahangir, Assistant Manager, Accounts  
40. Masood Hussain Quraishi, Systems Manager  
41. Mahvash Saeed Qureshi, Visiting Associate  
42. Mir Anjum Altaf, Visiting Fellow  
43. Mirza B. Baig, Visiting Fellow  
44. Mohammad Imran, Database Assistant  
45. Mohammad Irfan, Computer Operator, Newspaper and Periodical Section  
46. Mohsin Babbar, Assistant Urdu Editor, PECC  
47. Mosharraf Zaidi, Visiting Associate  
48. Mozaffar Ali Khan Qizilbash, Visiting Fellow  
49. Muhammad Chanzeb, Office Assistant  
50. Muhammad Hussain, Driver  
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51. Muhammad Saleem Khawaja, Director, Urdu Publications  
52. Muhammad Yasin, Senior Training Coordinator, Training Unit  
53. Rashid Ahmed, Driver  
54. Rehmat Masih, Mate  
55. Roshan Iqbal Malik, Visiting Research Assistant  
56. Saba Khattak, Executive Director  
57. Saleem Shah, SSRC Associate  
58. Sarah Siddiq , Research and PEP Coordinator  
59. Shahbaz Bokhari, Survey Coordinator  
60. Shafqat Munir Ahmad, Editor, English Publications  
61. Shahid Mahmood Minhas, Training Associate  
62. Shah Farrukh, Coordinator Resource Centre  
63. Shah Zaman, Gardener  
64. Shaheen Rafi Khan, Research Fellow, Sustainable Development  
65. Shereen R Minhas, Advocacy Assistant  
66. Suraiya Jabeen, Caregiver  
67. Syed Qasim Ali Shah, Research Assistant, Sustainable Agriculture, Forestry and 

Biodiversity  
68. Syed Sajid Hussain Kazmi, Advocacy Coordinator  
69. Shahid Rasul, Information and Communication Assistant  
70. Tahir Ahmed, Accounts Officer  
71. Tariq Rehman, Visiting Fellow  
72. Uzma Tariq Haroon, SDC Coordinator  
73. Zia Mian, Visiting Fellow  
74. Zia ur Rehman, Assistant Editor, Urdu Publications  
75. Zubaida Yousaf, Caregiver  
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Auditor’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 
Anjum Asim Shahid Rahman Grant Thornton 
Chartered Accountants 

 
We have audited the annexed balance sheet of Sustainable Development Policy Institute as 
at June 30, 2003 and the related income and expenditure account and cash flow statement, 
together with the notes forming part thereof, for the year then ended. 
 
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards of Auditing issued by the 
International Federation of Accountants. An audit includes examination, on a test basis, of 
evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures in financial statements.  It also includes an 
assessment of the significant estimates and judgments made by the management in the 
preparation of the financial statements and of whether the accounting policies are 
appropriate to the organisation’s circumstances, consistently applied and adequately 
disclosed. 
 
We planned our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations, which we 
considered necessary in order to provide us with sufficient evidence to give reasonable 
assurance that the financial statements give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of 
SDPI. 
 
In our opinion the financial statements presents fairly the financial position of SDPI as at 
June 30, 2003 and the results of it operations and the changes in financial position for the 
year then ended and are further in agreement with the books of the Institute as at June 30, 
2003. 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 
BALANCE SHEET AS AT JUNE 30, 2003 

  Note 2003 
Rupees 

 2002 
Rupees 

      
OPERATING FIXED ASSETS 3 1,836,327  2,895,493 
      
LONG TERM INVESTMENT 4 500,000  500,000 
      
CURRENT ASSETS     

Grants receivable – Restricted project 5 3,089,766  2,016,610
Short term Investment 6 11,960,000  16,930,780
Advances, deposits & balances 7 4,019,005  4,613,813
Cash and bank balances 8 7,253,943  10,939,679
  26,322,724  34,500,882 

 
DEFERRED LIABILITIES 

    

Gratuity payable  5,868,722  7,011,460 
 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 

    

Creditors, accrued and other liabilities 9 1,689,807  918,300
Unutilized grants – Restricted projects 10 15,567,226  19,817,416
  17,257,033  20,735,716 

WORKING CAPITAL  9,065,691  13,765,166 
 

CAPTIAL EMPLOYED  5,533,296  10,149,198 
 
DEFERRED REVENUE 

 
11 

 
 

  
19,588 

 
NET CAPITAL EMPLOYED  5,533,296  10,129,610 
 
 
 
REPRESENTED BY 

    

 
 
GENERAL FUND 

  
 

5,459,034 

  
 

10,055,349 
 
 
ENDOMENT FUND 

 
 

12 

 
 

74,262 

  
 

74,262 
  5,533,296  10,129,610 
     

The annexed notes form an integral part of these accounts.     
     

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

CHAIRMAN  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 
INCOME AND EXPENDITUERE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2003 

  Note 2003 
Rupees 

 2002 
Rupees 

INCOME      
UN restricted grants and other revenue 13 13,960,629  16,532,657 
Restricted grants 14 25,675,913  24,978,122 
Deferred revenue amortized 11 19,588  414,048 

  39,656,130  41,924,828 
 
EXPENDITURE 

    

Salaries, wages & benefits  14,711,656    13,628,124 
Gratuity expense  1,484,122   7,493,146 
Full time consultants   386,818     470,873 
Traveling  206,747     465,987 
Newspapers & periodicals   26,225    26,839 
Fee & subscription   199,953     204,906 
Auditors’ remuneration  55,000    55,000 
Rent, rates & taxes    1,813,410   1,440,000 
Telephone   356,975     400,718 
Electricity, gas & water    875,208     683,040 
Training fee   33,500    85,500 
Insurance    842,432     872,342 
Bank charges   11,355    31,977 
Printing & stationery    695,931     876,637 
Entertainment    255,560     230,897 
Advertisement    262,468     343,338 
Postage    141,615     126,997 
Office repair & maintenance    481,110     755,085 
Debts written off    596,277     298,417 
Vehicle running expenses    208,491     234,133 
Depreciation    1,226,228   1,298,130 
Expenses on restricted projects 15 19,250,249    17,134,410 
Miscellaneous    131,117     109,882 

  44,252,446  47,266,376 
SERPLUS FOR THE YEAR  (4,596,316)  (5,341,548) 
 
OPENING SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) BROUGHT FORWARD 

 
10,055,349 

  
15,396,897 

 
ACCUMULATED SURPLUS TRANSFERRED 

    

     
TOGENERAL FUND  5,459,034  10,055,349 
 
The annexed notes form an integral part of these accounts. 
     
     
     
     

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

CHAIRMAN  EXECTUIVE DIRECTOR 
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY INSTITUTE 
CASH FLOW STATEMENT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2003 

  Note 2003 
Rupees 

 2002 
Rupees 

Cash flow from operating activities     
     
Surplus for the year  (4,596,316)  5,341,548) 
     
Adjustment of non-cash items     

     
Depreciation  1,226,228  1,298,130
Provision for doubtful gratuity  1,484,122  7,011,460
(Profit)/Loss on sale of opening fixed assets  (17,511)  -
Deferred revenue amortized  (19,588)  (414,048)

 
Gratuity paid 

 2,673,251 
2,626,858 

 7,895,542 

     
Cash flow from operating activities before working capital 
changes 

 (4,549,923)  2,553,994 

     
(Increase)/decrease in current assets     

Grants receivable – Restricted projects  (1,073,166)  (163,899)
Short term investments  4,970,780  (5,381,971)
Advances, deposits & prepayments  594,808  (653,088)

 
Increase/(decrease) in current liabilities 

 4,492,422  (6,198,958) 

     
Creditors, accrued & other liabilities  771,507  95,582
Unutilized grants – restricted projects  (4,250,190)  13,503,598

  (3,478,683)  13,599,180 
     

Net cash flow from operating activities A (3,536,184)  9,954,216 
 
Cash flow from investing activities 

    

     
Purchase of operating fixed assets  (167,063)  (927,976) 
Sale proceeds of operating fixed assets  17,511  - 

     
Net cash flow from investing activities B (149,552  (927,976 

     
Cash flow from investing activities     

     
Endowment fund  -  - 
Net cash flow from financing activities (C) -  - 

     
Net (decrease/increase in cash and cash 
equivalent) 

(A+B+C) (3,685,736)  9,026,240 

    
Cash and cash equivalent at the beginning of the year 10,936,679  1,913,438 
Cash and cash equivalent at the end of the year  7,253,943  10,939,679 

 

 

CHAIRMAN EXECTUIVE DIRECTOR 
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