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SDPI- one of Pakistan’s pre-eminent think tanks 
committed to the promotion of sustainable 
development - was established in 1992 by Dr Tariq 
Banuri in pursuance of a recommendation of the 
National Conservation Strategy (NCS). NCS was 
a unique initiative which had brought together 
scores of Pakistani stakeholders and their foreign 
collaborators to carry out a comprehensive survey 
of Pakistan’s rich but increasingly fragile natural 
resources to serve as the basis of defining a set 
of recommendations to spur efforts to protect 
and develop them for promoting socio-economic 
wellbeing whilst preserving the health and 
resilience of the ecosystems. The outcome of NCS 
became the foundation of a renewed national effort 
for the rehabilitation and restoration of Pakistan’s 
ecological assets.

Dr Tariq Banuri and his competent successors 
turned SDPI into a respected platform for a 
nationwide conversation on environmental 
issues. In the rather span of 25 years, SDPI has 
established itself as a source of policy-centered 
research on sustainable development according 
to its widest possible and inclusive definition. 
SDPI is acknowledged within Pakistan, South Asia 
and beyond as a fiercely independent think tank 
which has never hesitated from supporting the 
governments’ economic, social and environmental 
policies when they are on the right track and 
resolutely opposing them when they go astray. 
SDPI has also strengthened its governance, 
financial transparency, and ability to align its work 

with the key elements of the national agenda. 
Being a truly independent organization with no 
dedicated funding, SDPI has sometimes faced 
challenges but has persevered on its chosen path 
of independence and integrity.

SDPI has not only contributed to the formulation of 
national agenda through evidence based research, 
but also enabled hundreds of young Pakistani men 
and women to hone their analytical and research 
skills for more demanding assignments in the 
country.

I wish SDPI, particularly its senior managers, 
researchers and the rank and file continue to have 
and greater successes in future as the country 
gears itself to address the existential threats 
posed by climate change, population explosion, 
the proliferation of extremism, and poverty and 
inequality.

Shafqat Kakakhel 

MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIRPERSON
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

This year the staff members and friends of SDPI are celebrating the 25th 
anniversary of the Institute. It gives me immense pleasure to offer them my 
sincere felicitations on this historic occasion.
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It gives me immense pleasure to celebrate 
SDPI’s silver jubilee with you. The institution has 
turned 25 and thanks to the hard work of my 
predecessors, who have established its identity 
as an independent think tank not only in Pakistan 
but also at regional and international level.  I 
must appreciate the foresight of SDPI’s founder 
members that they started discussion around 
sustainable development goals at least two 
decades earlier than rest of the world. SDPI’s first 
Sustainable Development Conference held in 1995 
under the theme “Green Economy” reinforces 
that team SDPI was very clear from day one on 
prerequisites for a transition towards sustainable 
development. 

In all those years, SDPI has been struggling to 
remain relevant. It tried to remain relevant to 
national, regional and global priorities. It tried to 
remain relevant to societal needs and demands. 
It tried to remain relevant at all costs in the 
ideological war between development and an 
inclusive sustainable development. It tried to 
remain relevant in changing geo-political and 
socio-economic environments, and it is still trying 
to remain relevant in the global wave where 
thinking spaces are getting shrunk and populist 
demands are taking over sanity and rationality.  
But, what makes me happier is that during the 25 
years of its existence, SDPI strongly held the fort 
of policy research where it showed its relevance 
and credibility and stood optimal to the objective 
conditions of the country. Over the years, the 
institute has established itself as a high-pitched 
voice of the people to bridge the gap between 

policy and research.

The guiding principle ‘that we work with 
government and not work for government’ provides 
us enough leverage to remain part of the solution 
without compromising our principle positions. 
We are always there to support the government 
of Pakistan in achieving its development vision. 
However, we are the first one to raise our voice 
and recommend a mid-course correction when we 
feel that government is detracting from the agenda 
of sustainable development. This credibility and 
research relevance helps SDPI to serve on major 
policy making foras such as National Economic 
Advisory Council; Planning Commission’s National 
Advisory Committee; Ministry of Finance’s Task 
Force on Effectiveness of Social Safety Nets; 
Islamabad High Court’s Islamabad Environment 
Commission; Lahore High Court’s Climate Change 
Commission; Higher Education Commission’s 
body on Social Sciences Research; part of official 
delegation to COP-23 Bonn, and many more. 

The sojourn that the institute started in 1992 is 
continuing and will continue. It has got global 
recognition and is placed by University of 
Pennsylvania among “global top 100 think-tanks” 
in more than one category. Over the years, it has 
evolved as a true trans-disciplinary organization 
and believes that sustainable development is not 
a choice among development in one of the three 
pillars (economic, social, and environmental) at 
the cost of other two, but it is about developing in 
all three aspects  simultaneously. Currently, our 
researchers are working on different aspects of 
“building climate change resilient economy and 
society”; on how to get maximum from China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor projects; on taxation 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri

MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

It gives me immense pleasure when I look back in the mirror of SDPI’s 
glorious past – full of successes and achievements. Increasingly, an 
ecstasy of bliss poured through me when one day it dawned on me that 
SDPI has entered its silver anniversary year. 
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and economic reforms; on people centric 
health care initiatives; on societal pluralism; 
on food security; on political economy of 
Pakistan; on regional cooperation for sustainable 
development; on SDGs implementation; on 
national anti-narcotics policy; on education; 
on data visualization; on REDD+; on gender 
mainstreaming, and on many other overlapping 
themes which are mentioned in the research 
section of this report.

At regional level, we are honoured to be 
selected on Advisory Group of CAREC (Central 
Asia Regional Economic Cooperation –an 
intergovernmental body) Think-Tank Network in 
September 2017. When track one did not seem 
to work in South Asia, we did not give up and 
joined hands with the other South Asian Think 
Tanks to organize South Asia Economic Summit 
(SAES) in 2008. I am happy to report that in 
2017, we once again co-organized 10th SAES in 
Nepal. We would be hosting 11th SAES in 2018, 
in Islamabad. 

Above all, we extended our research support to 
different parliamentarians and legislative bodies 
such as Council of Women Parliamentarians 
(CWP); Non-Muslim Parliamentarians Caucus 
(NMPC); Green Parliamentary Caucus; Health 
Caucuses in provincial assemblies; SDGs 
task force in parliament besides the Young 
Parliamentarian Forums, and Pakistan Institute 
of Parliamentarian Services. 

At SDPI, we believe that “research not 
disseminated is research not conducted”, hence 
we are always forthcoming when it comes to 
media engagement. Like previous years, we 
were consulted and invited by the mainstream 
electronic and print media for the analysis of 
Federal and Provincial Budgets 2017; Climate 
Change; China-Pakistan Economic Corridor; 
Civil-Military Relations; Food Security; Tax 
Reforms; Education; Energy; and other socio-
political issues. 

SDPI is a non-partisan organization. We impart 
our policy advice without any bias and partiality. 
That is precisely the reason that in Pakistan we 
get heard both by the treasury as well as the 
opposition benches. In fact, at times SDPI’s 
policy engagement events turn into “all parties” 
consultation.  The same goes true for our annual 
conference, where treasury and opposition 
benches give unanimous message for an 
inclusive and sustainable development agenda. 

Let me say that at SDPI, “research” is the 
driving force behind all our initiatives. It is our 
research quality and credibility that brought us 
wider acceptability and recognition.  I would 
invite you to go through the report in hand, 
and get a flavour of what our transdisciplinary 
research team has produced on three pillars of 
sustainable development i.e., people, planet 
and prosperity. Going through this report, you 
would also come to know the efforts of research 
support, policy outreach, capacity building, and 
Web TV units of SDPI. In fact, the annual report 
would reveal that SDPI is all about team work 
and I am happy to be part of this winning team. 

Going forward from our silver jubilee, our major 
challenge is to maintain the quality and quantity 
of our research so that we may remain relevant 
not only to the national policy landscape, but 
also to the regional and global policy landscape. 
The team SDPI resolves to learn from its 
mistakes so that it might improve its weaknesses 
and build upon its strengths. 

 I am thankful to all our partners, team members, 
and critiques during the last 25 years. All of 
them helped SDPI to evolve into what it is today.
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INTRODUCTION 
TO SDPI
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About SDPI 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) is an 
independent public policy think tank which provides research 
based policy advice to legislators, policy makers, students, 
journalists,  trade unions, farmers as well as public, private and 
voluntary organizations. 

Founded 25 years ago (August 1992) on the recommendation of 
Pakistan National Conservation Strategy (NCS), also called Pakistan’s 
Agenda 21, SDPI was registered under Societies  Registration Act XXI 
of 1860. The NCS outlined the need for an independent policy think tank 
to serve as a source of expertise for policy formulation, policy analysis, 
policy intervention, and policy programme advisory services.

SDPI believes in coordination and collaboration in its research, 
advocacy and capacity building activities. For this purpose, it has a 
broader range of partners in the country and abroad. (See Annexure 8)

WHAT’S NEW?
SDPI is celebrating the year 2017 as its silver jubilee year. 
During its 25 years of journey, the institute has seen hard 
and good times from scarcity of funds its recognition 
among top hundred research organization globally. 
Following a unique model of its existence, the institute has, 
in its credit, a huge number of research studies in almost 
all the disciplines of sustainable development leading to 
policy intervention. It has a widespread paraphernalia 
of advocacy, communication and outreach from its web- 
based television to live-streaming and all time presence 
in mainstream media to social media. On the one hand, it 
works to create awareness among general masses and on 
the other, makes a liaison with policy and decision makers 
for policy interventions. Besides, the institute has imparted 
trainings to thousands of people in research, policy, 
communication, monitoring & evaluation, soft skills, etc. at 
national and international level.

SDPI has expanded its trainings from Pakistan to Thailand 
where it has successfully conducted two regional trainings 
on monitoring, evaluation, learning and accountability.

MISSION
To catalyze the 
transition towards 
sustainable 
development defined 
as the enhancement 
of peace, social 
justice and wellbeing 
within and across 
generations

VISION
To be the center 
of excellence 
on sustainable 
development policy 
research, capacity 
building and 
advocacy in Pakistan
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(Ex-officio Member)

Executive Director, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute
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MAPPING SDPI’S
RESEARCH WORK
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MAPPING
CAPACITY BUILDING
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OVER 
THE YEARS
Since its inception, SDPI has been contributing towards sustainable development knowledge, policies and 
practices at national and international level and has achieved a lot. All that happened due to its proactive and 
participatory role and networking in public and private circles. It is the only research organization in Pakistan which 
works very close to the government institutions, academia, national and international development agencies, and 
private sector entities due to its convincing performance and credibility in research as an independent institute. 
Given below are some of its major achievements in the recent past. 

District Ranking on Education
In 2013, SDPI pioneered District Ranking on the Quality of 
Education under Alif Ailaan project. During the period, the 
data was improved by way of adding more indicators to it. 
Although the project is over, but SDPI has produced the latest 
ranking in 2017.

Parliamentarians Tax Data
In 2013, SDPI released a report on parliamentarians’ tax data 
and demanded the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) to start 
placing FBR’s taxpayers’ directory online. FBR agreed to our 
suggestion and Pakistan became one of the few countries to 
make its taxpayers data public. 

Political Barometer Series
In the run-up to general elections 2013, SDPI in collaboration 
with monthly Herald conducted a nationwide survey to 
capture the voters’ preferences on major issues concerning 
Pakistan, and who would they like to vote for to resolve those 
issues. The findings of this survey were carried in a special 
issue of monthly Herald. This ‘Political Barometer’ was 
repeated one week before elections. The results indicated 
victory for PML-N in the Punjab, PTI in KP, PPP in Sindh. 

The third political barometer was conducted in 2014. This 
survey assessed the level of public satisfaction after the one-
year completion of the federal and provincial governments.

Pakistan Data Portal
In 2015, SDPI set up a data repository, namely Pakistan Data 
Portal to consolidate the data on education across various 
aspects and from different sources. In 2017, nutrition as a 
theme on the portal was also included.

The portal provides data collected from various districts and 
on aspects of education and nutrition to enable research 
community and policy makers to utilize it for planning and 
monitoring.

Food Security Suggestions in Budget 2015-16 
SDPI’s policy recommendations on agriculture and food 
security were adopted by the government in the federal 
budget 2015-16. Many of the recommendations had also 
been included in the Prime Minister’s Kissan Package.

Advisory on Climate Change
In 2015, SDPI was made the part of two high-powered 
judicial commissions, i.e. ‘Islamabad Environment 
Commission (IEC) formed by Islamabad High Court, and 
Climate Change Commission (CCC) formed by Lahore High 
Court. SDPI executive director was appointed the secretary 

of the IEC with SDPI office as its secretariat.

IEC was mandated to give recommendations to IHC for 
improving and preserving the environment of Islamabad, 
including air and water pollution, solid and hospital waste 
management and biodiversity conservation. CCC was 
mandated to recommend to IHC as to how the climate 
change policy can be implemented.

Youth Ambassador
In 2015, SDPI’s Ali Shahbaz was elected the youth 
ambassador by the UN General Assembly president to 
speak at the high level Thematic Debate on Strengthening 
Cooperation between UN and Regional and Sub-regional 
organizations, held in New York. 

Bill on educational reforms 
In 2015, based on an SDPI study, a bill on non-Muslim 
sensitive educational reforms was tabled in the National 
Assembly. The bill proposed to establish a national 
commission on education for minorities in order to overlook 
the progress. Now the bill is lying with the parliamentary 
committee for further discussion and recommendations.

Pre-CoP 21
SDPI was invited to the Conference of Paris 21 for the 
preparation of World Wide Views (WWViews) in Pakistan. 
The recommendations derived from the consultation, held 
in Pakistan with stakeholders, were shared with the Minister 
for Climate Change. The event was telecast live by SDPI’s 
sustainable development television.   

Health hazards of Mercury use
SDPI has been working on health related hazards of Mercury 
use since 2012. It had called upon global community to 
come up with a legally binding global mercury treaty to 
protect wildlife, ecosystems and health from hazardous 
effects of Mercury. After that some excellent research works 
were produced on the dangerous impacts of Mercury use in 
Skin Whitening Creams and Dentistry. The research products 
enjoyed a wider outreach. They have been highlighted at 
international level and have also been specially sought by the 
stakeholders from across the globe.

CANSA Co-chair
SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri was 
unanimously elected the co-chair of Climate Action 
Network South Asia (CANSA) for two consecutive terms. 
Later, Chairperson of SDPI Board of Governors Mr Shafqat 
Kakakhel was also unanimously elected the CANSA co-chair. 
CANSA is the network of more than 180 CSOs working on 
Climate Change issue in South Asia.
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ISED President
SDPI Senior Adviser Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja was 
unanimously elected the President of International Society of 
Doctors for Environment (ISDE) for a two-year term. ISED has 
its members in over 35 countries, mostly in Europe, Canada, 
USA, and Australia.

Shale Gas Potential in Pakistan
In 2014, SDPI launched a study titled Shale Gas Potential 
in Pakistan. In the light of its recommendations, Ministry of 
Planning, Development, and Reforms formed a taskforce 
hosted by SDPI. SDPI was the key player in drafting the 
policy for Shale Oil development.

Advisory on Vision 2025
On the request of the Planning Commission of Pakistan, 
SDPI research team reviewed the Vision 2015 document of 
the government. The suggestions made by the team were 
incorporated in the final draft of the document.

Observer’s status by IMF, WB
SDPI is the only organization in Pakistan which was granted 
the CSO Fellow Observer’s status by the IMF and World 
Bank. Under this status, SDPI representative attended IMF 
and WB annual meetings in Washington DC and gave input 
on country-related issues.

National Economic Advisory Council
In 2014, SDPI Executive Director was appointed the Member 
of National Economic Advisory Council (EAC), Government of 
Pakistan, He also heads the sub-group on Food Security and 
Agriculture of EAC. SDPI suggested to the government to 
review the country’s food security and taxation situation. The 
recommendations given in this regard were incorporated in 
the federal budget 2014.

Task Force on Social Safety Nets
In 2014, SDPI Executive Director was made the Member of 
government’s Task Force set up to enhance the effectiveness 
of social safety nets in the country.

Environment in twin cities
In 2014, Senate’s standing committee on human rights invited 
SDPI to inform the committee about the environment situation 
in twin cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad. A documentary 
was produced on the issue which was screened at a 
committee meeting. In recognition to its services, SDPI was 
awarded shields and certificates.

Mercury Free Dentistry
In recognition to its research work on Mercury free dentistry, 
World Alliance for Free Mercury Dentistry awarded SDPI the 
Shield of Excellence in research.

Advisory on Poverty Reduction 
SDPI Executive Director was nominated to serve on the 
National Advisory Committee of Planning Commission as well 
as Pakistan Strategic Support Programme – a USAID backed 
programme to alleviate rural in Pakistan. 

North-South Partnership
SDPI remained an active partner of The Swiss National 
Centre of Competence in Research North-South (NCCR 
N-S) from 2001 to 2013. NCCR North-South had three main 
objectives, i.e. capacity-building, research, and policy 
dialogue. A number of PhD and Master degree students 
(both from Pakistan and Switzerland) were jointly trained 
and supervised by SDPI and University of Zurich under this 
programme. 

Illegal Construction on Korang
SDPI with the help of Environment Protection Agency 
launched a campaign against illegal constructions on Korang 
river. As a result, the court ordered the persons concerned to 
stop the illegal construction.

SDPI Motion Adopted by IUCN
World leaders at the Global Conservation Congress

2012 of IUCN adopted SDPI Motion and called upon the 
intergovernmental negotiating committee to support a legally 
binding treaty on Mercury with the objective to protect human 
health and environment from the hazards of toxic mercury.

Zero Hunger Programme
In 2012, SDPI facilitated the government to produce a set of 
guidelines and frameworks for National Zero Hunger Action 
Program along with the operational strategy of the newly- 
created Ministry of National Food Security and Research.

Inclusion of Study on Power Sector in Curriculum 
The Institute of Business Administration and Management, 
University of Engineering and Technology, Lahore included 
SDPI study Pakistan Power Sector Outlook: Appraisal of 
KESC in Post Privatization Period in its curriculum in 2012. 
The study mainly discusses ways to overcome the energy 
crisis in the country.

Food Security Ranking 2003 and 2009
To gauge the state of food security at district level in Pakistan, 
SDPI and World Food Program undertook the first of its kind 
ranking, ‘Food Security Analysis (FSA) 2003’. This study was 
repeated in 2009 and ranking of 135 districts of Pakistan 
was conducted in terms of their food security. The studies 
identified the most food insecure regions of Pakistan, which 
were concentrated in Balochistan and FATA. The findings 
of these studies were disseminated by SDPI among policy 
makers to reduce exclusion and marginalization of Pakistan’s 
food insecure regions.

Assessing Pakistan’s illegal economy
The study conducted in 2009 estimated the global illicit 
economy at US$1.3 trillion, which was supposed to be the 
7 to 10 per cent of the global economy. The basic aim of 
the study was to estimate the scale of illegal economy in 
Pakistan and understand its links with regional and global 
security. Pakistan’s GDP was approximately US$ 169.6 
billion in 2009-10. In 2003, the size of the informal economy 
was estimated at 30 per cent of the GDP. The state Bank of 
Pakistan suggested that this had dropped to 20 per cent by 
2008, which meant that Pakistan’s informal economy was 
approximately US$34 billion in 2009-10. 

The findings of the study indicated that the most lucrative 
business for organized criminals is drugs trafficking 
followed by migrant smuggling and human trafficking, arms 
smuggling, illegal trade, and kidnapping for ransom.  

Country Gender Profile
This study came out with a gender scenario in Pakistan from 
1999 till 2007. It critically analyzed the policy environment, 
socio-cultural context, customary practices, changing norms, 
traditions and human behaviours having visible impact on 
women and men’s socio-economic development in Pakistan.

In 2008, SPDI, through a competitive process, received the 
contract award and assumed the responsibility of executing 
the research as per the research design and agreed Terms of 
Reference (ToRs).
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South Asia Economic Summit (SAES) 2008 
onwards
Track-2 dialogues become extremely important when track 
1-does not seem to move forward. Thus in South Asian 
context, track-2 is always relevant. One of such initiative was 
jointly launched in 2008 by five major think-tanks of South 
Asia. They were SDPI, Institute of Policy Studies, Sri Lanka; 
South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment, 
Nepal; Research and Information System for Developing 
Countries, India; and Centre for Policy Dialogue, Bangladesh. 
The SAES is now considered as a premier regional platform 
for analyzing trade, economic and development issues in the 
region.

Subtle Subversion 
In 2003 SDPI released a study titled, ‘A Civil Society 
Initiative in Curricula and Textbooks Reform’. The study 
identified inaccuracies of facts and omissions that serve to 
substantially distort the nature and significance of actual 
events in our history. The study also pointed out the material 
inciting towards militancy ad violence, the perspective that 
encourage prejudice, bigotry, and discrimination towards 
fellow citizens, especially women and religious minorities.

This study compelled the education authorities to consider 
broader changes in curricula in line with the democratic 
norms which were the basis for Pakistan. In 2017, SDPI again 
conducted a study pointing out hate material in the textbooks 
from Class VI-XII. 

Self-Monitoring and Reporting Program
The program, conceptualized under “Technology Transfer for 
Sustainable Industrial Development”, was developed by SDPI 
in 2001 through extensive consultation with all stakeholders, 
including industry, government & representative of civil 
society/NGOs. Prior to its implementation by the government 
(SRO 528(1)/2001), capacity building of the industrial 
sector was carried out through training at industrial sites, 
as well as a successful pilot demonstration/testing phase 
of the software SMART, to support the industry, provincial 
and federal environmental protection agencies (EPAs). To 
further support the SMART program, recently, the Punjab 
government, through Environment Protection Department 
(EPD) has also implemented the “Pollution Charge,”  which 
was also conceptualized and developed by SDPI and 
already notified by the government (SRO 693(1)/2001).

Knowledge generation and dissemination on WTO 
(2001 onwards)
SDPI was one of the first independent think-tanks in 
Pakistan to work on World Trade Organization agreements. 
SDPI representatives participated in Doha, Cancun, and 
Hong Kong ministerial conferences of WTO and played an 
important role in building capacity of government officials 
and private sector on difGrid station in residential area 

Case for public safety 
In 1992, SDPI filed a case in the Supreme Court of Pakistan 
against the installation of a grid station in a residential area 
of Islamabad. The court was briefed about its repercussions. 
Consequently, the court ordered Wapda to take safety 
measures in the projects of such nature. ferent agreements of 
WTO.



13Annual Report 2017

SDPI IN GLOBAL
GO TO THINK TANK INDEX
The Global Go to Think Tanks Index (GTTI) categorizes the world think tanks in various categories. The index is 
The Think Tanks and Civil Societies Program of the Lauder Institute  at the University of Pennsylvania.

Various categories and the ranks on which Sustainable development policy institute (SDPI) falls on is given below. 
It started ranking SDPI from 2012. Initially, it started ranking in just a few categories. The latest version of the Index, 
however, shows SDPI’s performance in different categories.

2016 GTTI
The 2016 annual GGTTI report ranked 6,846 think tanks of 
the world. SDPI was ranked in 14 categories. 

 •  103rd position in the top think tanks worldwide (non-US) 
category 

 •  15th position in the top think tanks in Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific category 

 •  65th position in the top Environment Policy Think Tanks 

 •  99th position in the top 100 social policy think tank

 •  63rd position in the special category called best 
advocacy campaign 

 •  61st position in the best institutional collaboration 
involving two or more think tanks* 

 •  42nd position in the best trans-disciplinary research 
think tanks 

 •  83rd position in the Best Use of Social Media and 
Networks

 •  43rd position in the think tanks to watch in 2017 
category

 •  75th in the think tanks with the best external relations/
public engagement program 

 •  60th position in the best use of media (print or 
electronic) category 

 •  55th position in the best independent think tanks 

 •  43rd in the best quality assurance and integrity policies 
and procedures

2015 GTTI
 •  104th position in the top think tanks worldwide (non-US) 
category

 •  15th position in the top think tanks in Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific

 •  65th position in the top environment think tanks 

 •  99th position in the top social policy think tanks 

 •  63rd position in the best advocacy campaign 

 •  38th position in the best Trans-disciplinary research 
think tanks category 

 •  77th position in the best use of social networks 

 •  40th position in the think tank to watch category 

 •  75th position in the think tanks with best external 
relations/public engagement program 

 •  136th position in the best independent think tanks 
category 

 •  38th position in the top 50 best quality assurance and 
integrity policies and procedures 

2014 GTTI
 •  19th position in top think tanks in Southeast Asia and 
the Pacific, 

 •  64th position in the top Environment think tanks 

 •  30th position in the Best Policy Study/Report Produced 
by a think tank 2013-2014** 

 •  38th position in the Best Trans-disciplinary Research 
Program 

 •  55th position in the think tank to watch category

2013 GTTI
 •  5th position in the category of top think tanks in central 
Asia. 

 •  26th position in the Top Think Tanks in Asia and 
the Pacific (excluding China, India, Japan, and the 
Republic of Korea) category

 •  68position in the top environment think tanks category

 •  39th position in the Best Trans-disciplinary Research 
Program at a Think Tank, 

 • 2012 GTTI

 •  46th position among the top think tanks in Asia 
(excluding China, India, Japan and the Republic of 
Korea). 
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*SDPI has two studies in this category titled Social Eterprise 
Policy Landscape, and Provincial Tax Harmonization.

**SDPI study titled ‘State of Food Security in Pakistan and 
Policy Options’ was ranked at 30th.
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POLICY 
RESEARCH

SECTION 3
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CLIMATE CHANGE
Human activities continue to impact our world and its climate. Our natural resources are continuously being depleted due 
to population growth, urbanization, air and water pollution, improper waste management and biodiversity losses. Moreover, 
research shows that anthropogenic activities have significantly harmed our climate due to global warming.  Floods, droughts, 
melting of glacial lakes and changing rain patterns are some of the ways climate change is already manifesting itself. The 
recently released German Watch report lists Pakistan at No.7 in a list of countries most impacted by climate extremes. In fact, 
Pakistan finds itself at the top of such rankings virtually every year.

Environmental Protection and Climate Change continue to be an integral part of SDPI’s agenda.  In this context our studies 
aim to further explore how development pathways can be strengthened in terms of enhanced resilience in the face of a 
changing climate. 

PATHWAYS TO RESILIENCE 
IN SEMI-ARID ECONOMIES 
IDRC/DFID

Pathways to Resilience in Semi-arid Economies (PRISE) is the part of a bigger programme ‘Collaborative 
Adaptation Research Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA). The main objective of CARIAA is to build the resilience 
of vulnerable populations and their livelihoods. It has four participating consortia, namely (PRISE, Hi-AWARE, 
Adaptation at Scale in Semi-Arid Regions (ASSAR), and Deltas, Vulnerability and Climate Change: Migration as an 
Adaptation (DECCMA). 

PRISE is a five-year, multi-country research programme that generates new knowledge about how economic development 
in semi-arid regions can be made more equitable and resilient to climate change. The main objective of the study is to 
strengthen the commitment of decision-makers in local and national governments, businesses and trade bodies for a 
rapid, inclusive and resilient development in these regions. Besides, it would deepen their understanding of threats and 
opportunities that semi-arid economies face in relation to climate change. Building on the PRISE project’s demand-led 
approach, extensive consultations between the research team and key stakeholders during the first and second year of the 
project have led to the emergence of seven research areas to form the foundation of PRISE’s research focus from third and 
fourth years. SDPI is mainly working on three key thematic areas:

1. Migration futures in Asia and Africa: 
Climate change and climate-resilient economic 
development in semi-arid regions

PRISE team shares research findings on how migration can be adopted as a 
resilience enhancing strategy, at a consultative meeting.

The study aims to examine potential linkages between 
climate change and variability on internal migration patterns 
as well as economy. The guiding theme of the study is 
that climate change will accelerate migration from rural 
semi-arid lands to urban centres and other rural areas to 
enhance people’s adaptive potential and introduce them to 
new economic opportunities. However, migration may be a 
maladaptive option as well if it results in economic and social 
deprivation in out-migrating regions while leaving behind 
a residual population of chronically poor and vulnerable 

women, elderly people and the others unable to work or 
participate in productive activities. Therefore, economic 
development potential and resilience of semi-arid lands will 
then depend on the net result of such impacts in the long run.

The study has unearthed some very interesting findings 
related to the linkages among climate change, livelihoods, 
migration, and resilience. It finds that in rural areas, the 
household with at least one migrant member show better 
resilience to any climate-related stress in terms of improved 
adaptive, absorptive and anticipatory capacities than the 
household having no migrant member. Planned rural to urban 
migration can help improve households’ adaptive capacity, 
as:

 •  Remittances improve household income and resource 
base, i.e. economic status and resilience.

 •  Migrant returnees boost resilience through innovations 
in environmental initiatives and diversification of the 
coping strategies. 

 •  Migrants establish new social capital, networks and 
connections with host and home communities.
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Livelihood resilience 
index

Migrant score Non-migrant 
score

Adaptive capacity 

Assets, access, income 
and food security

0.526 0.462

Strengthening and 
adapting livelihoods

0.467 0.401

Anticipatory capacity

Preparedness and 
planning

0.526 0.452

Capacity, information 
and mobilization

0.589 0.536

Absorptive capacity

Saving and safety nets 0.504 0.470

Substitutable and 
diverse assets and 
resources

0.211 0.146

Resilience index score 
(sum of adaptive, 
anticipatory and 
absorptive capacities)

2.822 2.467

Another interesting finding is that rural livelihoods become 
more vulnerable to climate change due to lack of adaptive 
capacity (which is defined by income diversification, access 
to information, etc.), rather than the degree of exposure or 
sensitivity to environmental/climate changes. In the light 
of these findings, the study is currently in the process of 
extracting a set of two-pronged policy recommendations: (i) 
for reducing climate vulnerability of agricultural livelihoods, 
and (ii) building rural households livelihood resilience through 
migration. 

Focal Person:  Kashif Salik

2. Harnessing opportunities for climate-resilient 
economic development in semi-arid lands: 
adaptation options in key sectors

PRISE team along with panelists pose for a group photo after a session on 
Cotton value chain and climate risks during the Sustainable Development 
Conference 2016, in Islamabad.

The study aims to identify climate change impact and 
adaptation options in select sectors with potential for 
economic transformation and diversification in the semi-
arid lands in the countries where the study is being 
conducted. The study tries to explore business opportunities, 
development of new niche markets, resilience of value-
chains, role of partnerships in building resilient economies in 
semi-arid areas and access to climate finance mechanisms. 
Two overarching questions guiding the study are:

1. What are the pathways for climate-resilient 
economic development in semi-arid lands through 
vertical and horizontal transformation?

2. What are the adaptation options for business 
and private sector investment opportunities in 
responding to climate change in semi-arid lands?

The study currently focuses on cotton value chain, which is a 
major source of export earnings and employment generation 
for the country. Extensive survey was carried out with 
cotton farmers in Dera Ghazi Khan (largest semi-arid cotton 
producing area) and Faisalabad (largest semi-arid textile 
city). 

The study has the potential to provide significant insights 
on appropriate methodological approaches to analyze 
value chains, as well as the ways in which the private 
sector investment mechanisms could be strengthened and 
supported through conducive business environment. Not only 
this, we also aim to generate evidence on vulnerable actors 
in value chains so as to promote the inclusive development of 
value chain.

In terms of awareness about climate change, the study 
finds that educated farmers are more aware about climate 
change (basic indicators like rainfall variability, changes 
in temperature, floods, etc.) as compared to uneducated 
farmers. This is because educated farmers can understand 
and effectively utilize the climate-related information received 
from friends, electronic media, extension agents, etc. Limited 
knowledge, however, exists about the indirect effects that 
come with the direct affects, i.e. increase in pest attacks due 
to higher temperature or rapid change in seasons.

The study also finds that farm level vulnerability to climate 
change decreases with an increase in the size of landholding 
(small holders are most vulnerable). This comes particularly 
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from higher adaptive capacity and/or higher motivation 
of large landowners to adapt, keeping in view the losses. 
Moreover, vulnerability to climate change decreases as we 
move up the value chain because of high reliance on cotton 
imports and better access to finances.

Of adaptation, the study adds that wealth is necessary 
but not a sufficient condition for adaptation, i.e. not all the 
wealthy farmers adapt against climate change. Strong social 
network and knowledge about climate risks are major factors 
determining the decision to adapt.

Focal Person: Samavia Batool

3. Water governance in semi-arid lands: political 
and economic insights for the management of 
variability and extremes in a changing climate

Water Governance: Communities living within the flood plains in Jhang.

Since 2010, Pakistan has been facing recurring devastating 
floods in the Indus Basin. In this context, Dera Ghazi Khan 
and Jhang districts were identified to conduct a study to 
analyse the political economy of flood risk management.  
The study which is a part of the PRISE project addresses 
the role of institutions and decision-making in managing 
flood risk. Moreover it analyses the impact of floods on small 
businesses. 

The study aims to support the emergence of equitable 
climate resilient economic development in semi-arid lands 
through research excellence and sustained engagement with 
business leaders, local and national government decision-
makers, civil society, and regional economic communities. 

Findings suggest that there is an underlying flaw in the 
way early warnings are generated, their dissemination and 
the consequent evacuation. Coordination among different 
institutions is weak and at times completely absent. In case of 
relief and assistance in the aftermath of floods, the initiatives 
are politically biased. Issues of purdah (veil) continue to be a 
hindrance in case of evacuation; the residents of the districts 
do not move out of flood plains due to this factor. 

These findings have significant repercussions for the 
environment as well political and institutional wellbeing of the 
country. 

Focal Person: Dr Imran S. Khalid

OPPORTUNITIES
AND SYNERGIES
FUND

To Synergize among the research findings of different 
projects of CARIAA, SDPI is working on four projects 
under Opportunities and Synergies Fund (OSF). A short 
description of these studies is given below:

1. Bringing climate change resilience From 
Himalaya to semi-arid regions of Pakistan

PRISE and Hi-AWARE are carrying out an extensive research 
to advance theoretical and practical knowledge of climate 
resilience and adaptation in the mountains and semi-arid 
areas of the Indus plain. These research programmes 
contribute to demand-driven research to understand the 
impact of climate change on economic development to 
increase the climate resilience and adaptive capacities of 
the most vulnerable and influence the policy and practice to 
improve their livelihoods. Against this backdrop, PRISE and 
HI-AWARE are carrying out three main activities in research 
and Research into Use (RiU) to deepen the understanding on 
climate change effects on Pakistan.

a. Activity 1: Assessing Migration Patterns and 
Linkages: Resilience and Vulnerabilities

b. Activity 2- Understanding Political Economy of 
Water Management in Pakistan

c. Activity 3: Developing an RiU strategy and 
communication plan for the dissemination of 
findings

Participants of PRISE Annual Consortium Meeting held in Dubai, 
UAE.

Focal Person: Dr Imran Khalid

2. Combating heat stress in South Asia: A cross-
CARIAA effort
The study is an attempt to explore the relation between 
migration decisions and heat stress and what this relation’s 
impact not only on livelihoods but also on thermal comfort 
level at home and workplace. It takes into consideration 
how heat stress affects the workability of workers, what type 
of work is more exposed to heat stress, what is the level of 
income associated with discomfort at work and home, and 
to what extent these stresses play a role in the decision of 
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OPPORTUNITIES
AND SYNERGIES
FUND

To Synergize among the research findings of different 
projects of CARIAA, SDPI is working on four projects 
under Opportunities and Synergies Fund (OSF). A short 
description of these studies is given below:

1. Bringing climate change resilience From 
Himalaya to semi-arid regions of Pakistan

PRISE and Hi-AWARE are carrying out an extensive research 
to advance theoretical and practical knowledge of climate 
resilience and adaptation in the mountains and semi-arid 
areas of the Indus plain. These research programmes 
contribute to demand-driven research to understand the 
impact of climate change on economic development to 
increase the climate resilience and adaptive capacities of 
the most vulnerable and influence the policy and practice to 
improve their livelihoods. Against this backdrop, PRISE and 
HI-AWARE are carrying out three main activities in research 
and Research into Use (RiU) to deepen the understanding on 
climate change effects on Pakistan.

a. Activity 1: Assessing Migration Patterns and 
Linkages: Resilience and Vulnerabilities

b. Activity 2- Understanding Political Economy of 
Water Management in Pakistan

c. Activity 3: Developing an RiU strategy and 
communication plan for the dissemination of 
findings

Participants of PRISE Annual Consortium Meeting held in Dubai, 
UAE.

Focal Person: Dr Imran Khalid

2. Combating heat stress in South Asia: A cross-
CARIAA effort
The study is an attempt to explore the relation between 
migration decisions and heat stress and what this relation’s 
impact not only on livelihoods but also on thermal comfort 
level at home and workplace. It takes into consideration 
how heat stress affects the workability of workers, what type 
of work is more exposed to heat stress, what is the level of 
income associated with discomfort at work and home, and 
to what extent these stresses play a role in the decision of 

migration and the choice of new destination.

The study finds that people, who are involved in outdoor 
activities (farming and daily wage labour), are more exposed 
to heat stress at their workplace. Lack of sufficient safety 
measures and improper preventive instruments further 
enhance their vulnerabilities. Level of income is also found 
to be associated with occupational and non-occupational 
vulnerabilities to heat stress; low income is the prime barrier 
to adaptation to heat stress. 

The findings show that people usually migrate to improve 
their level of income, reduce their vulnerabilities, and 
improve their overall standard of living, but due to low level 
of education and skills, they have only been able to improve 
their livelihoods to a limited extent. 

The study concludes that migration is reducing livelihood 
vulnerabilities by providing more economic opportunities to 
the migrants, but its relation with the improvement of thermal 
comfort and heat exposure is very weak. Improvement in 
thermal comfort level is associated with the availability of 
heat resistant equipment which highly depends on the level 
of income, and type of work.

Focal Person: Muhammad Awais Umar

3. Meta-synthesis of gender, social 
differentiation and inclusion in adaptation 
research and action - A cross consortia activity of 
Gender and Equity Subgroup of CARIAA
Responses to climate change are gender-specific. Little 
emphasis has been laid to understand how and why men 
and women employ different adaptive strategies in order 
to secure their livelihoods in the face of climate change. 
The study looks at how to improve the resilience of the poor 
and their livelihoods in one of the following climate change 
hotspots in Asia and Africa’s semi-arid regions, deltas, and 
glacier and snow-packed dependent river basins.

Participants of a meeting on Meta-Synthesis of Gender, Social 
Differentiation and Inclusion in Adaptation

SDPI, as a member of PRISE programme, is contributing to 
address the following objectives under this research:

a. To understand how gender differences act as 
barriers/enablers to different types of adaptation 
and how adaptation exhibits gender differences 
and how these differ/are similar according to the 
context. 

b. To develop a typology of gender/social contexts 
that contributes to adaptation responses/pathways 
across multiple risk contexts. Further, the objective 
is to understand the typology of risk factors and 
conditionality that lead to different gender and 

social equity adaptation outcomes.

The cross-consortia teams met early this year to develop an 
understanding of the methodological tool used for carrying 
out a meta-synthesis, called - Qualitative Comparative 
Analysis (QCA). Currently, the participating teams are busy in 
developing case studies for their respective regions. 

Focal Person: Ayesha Qaisrani

4. Migration in climate hot spots in South Asia: 
diversity in patterns and approaches
The CARIAA-funded consortia is operational in the South 
Asian countries, including Bangladesh, India, Nepal, and 
Pakistan. Migration of population is a common thread across 
the consortia and the ecosystems. All the four consortia 
are undertaking household surveys to better understand 
the migration situation as well as the linkages with climate 
change adaptation. One of the most efficient ways to address 
the debates is through large-scale research, which is both 
time consuming and expensive. However, by pooling already 
existing data together, particularly in an area which suffers 
from severe lack of data, would help present a bigger picture 
and contribute to give a better understanding of the climate 
change adaptation and migration science. 

SDPI, as a member of PRISE consortia, is contributing to this 
project based on its findings in the PRISE study titled: Migra-
tion futures in Asia and Africa- Climate change and climate 
resilient economic development in semi-arid regions. The 
synthesis paper will be published in early 2018.

Focal Person: Ayesha Qaisrani
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PREPARATION OF SECOND 
NATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
UNDER FRAMEWORK 
CONVENTION ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE
Ministry of Climate Change

The study was initiated by the Ministry of Climate 
Change in order to support the country in preparing 
its Second National Communication (SNC) to the 
Conference of the Parties (CoP) of the UNFCCC. 

The objective of the study is ‘to enable Pakistan to prepare 
and submit its SNC on Climate Change as required under 
Article 12 of the UNFCCC and based on the COP 8 
Guidelines for National Communication. SDPI is conducting 
evidence based situation analysis for three chapters of the 
SNC, i.e.

 •  Education, Training and Public Awareness  

 •  Capacity Building 

 •  Knowledge and Information Sharing and Networking

The first draft of chapter on Education, Training and Public 
Awareness has been completed. 

Focal Person: Shakeel Ramay

SUPPORTING SMALL FARMERS
TO ADAPT TO THE CHANGES DUE 
TO EL-NINO ON AGRICULTURE 
SECTOR IN SINDH
NRSP

Climatic change and El-Niño impacts are evident 
from decrease in rainfall, increase in temperature and 
humidity, change in number of hot and cold days, 
irregularities in the length of growing period, and 
uncertainty regarding weather forecast. 

These changes have led to climatic induced disaster of 
drought, heat stress and floods, which have negatively 
affected crops, livestock, orchards as well as human health. 
The prolonged impact of climate change and El-Niño 
can surely affect frequency and intensity of such weather 
events. Therefore, adaptation by farmers can help reduce 
vulnerabilities faced by the agriculture sector.

This baseline study is the outcome of a World Bank project, 
which SDPI has partnered with National Rural Support 
Program (NRSP). Conducted in four Union Councils, 
namely Doulatpur, Kak, Kheerao and Chitori, the study 
aims to assess and adapt to El-Niño for reducing its impact 
on agriculture sector with the support of small farmers in 
Sindh province of Pakistan. The study would provide a 
viable solution about adaptation strategies to improve the 
agriculture sector in Mirpur Khas district. The main objectives 
of this study are:

 •  To review the agricultural component of Pakistan’s 
climate change policy and related policy instruments 
that correlate with the proposed intervention

 •  To access the local knowledge about the El-Niño and 
climate change

 •  To review the strategies  used at community level to 
deal with El-Niño and climate change issue

 •  To review the agricultural and livestock practices in 
target areas 

 •  To carry out data analysis to derive actionable 
recommendations in connection with improvement 
in the agricultural practices, and climate change 
adaptation and mitigation in Sindh

Focal Persons: Dr Shehryar Toru, Syed Mohsin Ali Kazmi
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INNOVATIVE CLIMATE FINANCE 
MECHANISMS
FOR FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS IN  
ASIA-PACIFIC REGION
UNESCAP

Mobilization of adequate climate finance resources 
requires the identification of innovative and alternative 
sources of funding, including leveraging private sector 
financing. National public finance institutions, including 
central banks, and national development banks, have 
a key role to play in overcoming these challenges and 
guiding investments towards low-carbon sustainable 
development alternatives.

Aneta Nikolova from UNESCAP presenting the Green Growth Strategy

To strengthen the capacity of financial institutions in Asia-
Pacific region and to develop an enabling policy environment 
that promotes private investments in climate change 
mitigation and adaptation initiatives, the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific 
(UNESCAP) developed a regional project on Innovative 
Climate Finance Mechanisms for Financial Institutions in 
the Asia-Pacific Region being carried out in five countries, 
including Pakistan. Partnered with SDPI, ESCAP will 
implement the early activities of the project within Pakistan.
A scoping study using research tools like Desk Review and 
Key Informant Interviews will be conducted. Interviews with 
multiple stakeholders, including officials of Ministry of Climate 
Change, environmental specialists and banking sector 
practitioners, have been held. The main purpose of this 
exercise is to find a potential champion that would receive 
technical capacity building support in the long run.

SDPI has recommended that State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) is 
the potential national champion worthy of receiving technical 
support from UNESCAP. 

In the next phase, ESCAP will collaborate with SBP to provide 
technical support to commercial banks to not only guide 
them on SBP’s Green Banking Guidelines but also introduce 
them to other financial tools identified and being practiced in 
other parts of the world.

Nina Schneider from UNESCAP introduces the Low-carbon Green 
Growth Course and E-learning Modules.

Dr. Muhammad Saleem from State Bank of Pakistan speaks on Green 
Banking Guidelines. SDPI’s Shakeel Ramay sits beside him.

Focal Person: Shakeel Ramay
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FEASIBILITY STUDY
ON R4 RURAL RESILIENCE 
INITIATIVE IN PUNJAB
WFP

The study aims to suggest the most feasible entry point 
for R4 (Risk Reduction; Risk Transfer; Risk Reserve; 
Prudential Risk Taking) in Pakistan with a focus on small 
farmers of two districts of Southern Punjab, namely 
Muzaffargarh and Rahim Yar Khan. Small farmers 
include landholders having land up to 12.5 acres or 
tenants and sharecroppers working on farms up to 12.5 
acres.

The study specifically focused on climate induced risks to 
farming. The two districts had been selected on the basis of 
their vulnerabilities towards climate change and food security. 
Concentration of small farmers also guided the selection of 
locale. Wherever necessary, secondary data have also been 
used.  

Final feasibility study report has been completed. The 
study suggests that farmers require key components of 
R4 Initiative, i.e. subsidized crop/livestock insurance and 
innovative inputs delivery mechanism. Feasible options 
like subsidizing crop/livestock insurance through social 
protection schemes and ensuring supply of quality inputs 
to small farmers through mobile delivery unit have been 
recommended. 

Awais Umar Bhatti and Irfan Ahmad Chatha conducting Focus Group 
Discussion with Farmers of Muzaffargarh and Rahim Yar Khan

Taking guidelines from the feasibility study report, R4 initiative 
will be piloted in Muzaffargarh and Rahim Yar Khan. As an 
outcome, the resilience of farmers will be improved against 
agricultural risks, specifically climate change induced risks 
and thus help in improved food security of the country.

Focal Person: Irfan Chattha

CLIMATE RISK
AND FOOD SECURITY
ANALYSIS
WFP

Climate change is compounding existing insecurities 
in the country. Food security is of significant concern in 
Pakistan. In spite of significant national food production, 
research suggests that approximately half of the 
population faces food insecurity at the household level.

Climate change is already beginning to have an impact on 
food security particularly in terms of production, access, 
utilization and stability.  It is in this context that SDPI 
undertook a study titled ‘Climate Risk and Food Security 
Analysis’ in Pakistan, which was jointly commissioned by 
Ministry of Climate Change and the World Food Programme 
(WFP).  

Following recommendations were proposed as a result of this 
study:

 • Incorporation of climate smart agriculture (CSA) 
practices across the country

 •  Linking social safety nets, disaster risk management 
measures and climate change adaptation with 
sustainable development goals to build resilience 
against disasters

 •  Adaptation of weather index based insurance an 
effective mechanism to help the farming community 
manage climate risk

 •  Development of a seasonal calendar to provide 
information on livelihood patterns, cropping schedules, 
likely hazards and seasons so as to allow for better 
preparedness and risk reduction efforts with regard to 
food‐related emergencies

 •  Revision of agro-ecological zones across Pakistan 
in light of inputs from stakeholder consultations. 
Governments of Punjab and Sindh have already begun 
to take steps in this direction

Focal Person: Imran Khalid

FOOD SECURITY
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ENVIRONMENT AND CHEMICALS
INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
EXAMINATION OF 
CPEC NORTHERN ROUTE ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES IN KP
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a part of 
China’s One Belt, One Road (OBOR) initiative and is 
a multifaceted framework of infrastructure, energy and 
development projects designed to promote regional 
connectivity and economic development. 

Among one of the main CPEC projects is roadway 
infrastructure development. SDPI study focuses on 
Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) part of the Northern route (334.2 Kms.) 
which enters at Sazin passes through Kohistan, Shangla, 
Battagram, Mansehra, Abbotabad, Haripur and exits at Sarai 
Gadai (see the figure). Initial environmental examination 
was carried out to identify the environmental segments of 
these six districts at high risk of degradation due to road 
construction processes, equipment and material used in the 
road construction

Initial environmental examination (IEE) study area CPEC 
Northern (KPK) route

According to the research findings air and water resources 
could be at most risk. The construction activities might 
add a substantial amount of dust, particulate matter and 
emissions to the environments around KPK CPEC route 
and might also cause pollution of water resources in the 
area, due to releases of the eroded soil, heavy metals and 
organic pollutants, resulting in some detrimental impact on 
land, biodiversity and ecology. The population residing in 
some parts of these districts may also suffer due to elevated 
noise levels, resulting from the road construction activities. 
Based on these initial findings, the study recommends some 
possible control measures towards direly needed mitigation 
of these environmental impacts (Final report in preparation 
and would be accessible at www.sdpi.org )

Focal Person: Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja

STUDY OF TOXIC CHEMICALS
ADDED CONSUMER PRODUCTS 
(MERCURY DENTAL AMALGAM 
AND SKIN WHITENING CREAMS)
Over the years, the focus of SDPI research on 
chemicals added consumer products has been the 
3rd most toxic chemical-Mercury whose impacts on 
public health, environment and ecosystems are well-
established and extensively reported.

Follow up to our research on mercury dental amalgam, 
study on mercury containing skin whitening creams (SWCs) 
is in progress. Chemical analyses of 20 different SWCs 
purchased from market indicated mercury content far above 
the permissible limit. 52 dermatologists/skin specialists 
were interviewed to share their views w.r.t. SWCs use and 
according to most of them, the continued use of mercury 
containing creams not only causes several skin diseases but 
also makes skin ugly looking. (Detailed reports/publications 
are accessible at www.sdpi.org)

Chemical analyses is in progress of another batch of 30 
different SWCs brands purchased from local markets in some 
selected main cities of Pakistan.

Focal person: Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH 
IMPACTS OF MERCURY USE IN 
ARTISAN SMALL-SCALE GOLD 
MINING IN NORTHERN PAKISTAN
In the recent past, scientific papers and newspaper 
reports have appeared in the media, on ASGM 
practices and the resulting health problems due to 
mercury exposure to local miners/workers in Northern 
Pakistan.

Among others, Gilgit and Chitral are two main known areas 
for ASGM activity (at over 150 sites), carried out along the 
banks of Indus, Hunza and Gilgit rivers. The heavy panned 
gold particles concentrates are collected by the traditional 
washing and panning methods, followed by addition of 
mercury to the concentrates and finally recovering the 
precious metal by pouring the amalgamated concentrates 
over home-made kitchen hearth in closed huts, with a small 
entrance door, no windows/ventilators.

Under Minanamata initial assessment (MIA) project, executed 
by Ministry of Climate change with SDPI technical support, 
in July, 2017, a monitoring team visited three AGM mining 
sites (Skinderabad, Village Chalt, Danyor and Nomal village). 
During the field work, ASG miners were interviewed and 50 
samples of sediments/water were collected along Hunza 
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and Gilgit rivers. Chemical analysis to determine the mercury 
contents in these collected samples is in progress.   

Focal Person: Dr. Mahmood A. Khwaja
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ECONOMY AND TRADE
Over the past years, the global economy has experienced significant growth in investment, trade and industrial production.  
This has resulted in a renewal in terms of the strengthening of businesses and has led to enhanced consumer confidence.  
Yet, almost half of the world is faced with issues like poverty, hunger, food stress, mal-nutrition, etc.  This is all because of 
unequal distribution of wealth, inequalities, and social injustices. Developing economies are being significantly impacted due 
to the prevailing situation. Projects like ‘One Belt, One Road’ are being initiated to open trade and investment opportunities at 
regional and global level, but pressure on small economies is still increasing. 

SDPI is working on economy and trade issues to generate evidence for an inclusive and sustainable growth. In this connection 
a number of SDPI recommendations have been adopted at decision making level. 

FINANCIAL MARKET  
INTEGRATION OF 
CHINA-PAKISTAN:
OPPORTUNITIES, CHALLENGES 
AND SUGGESTIONS 
Centre of Execllence for CPEC

In Pakistan, generally the concept of financial 
market integration becomes more important after the 
globalization. It allows investors to invest freely with low 
risk and higher returns. This relatively new scenario has 
opened the door for researchers to work on financial 
markets integration. CPEC has huge potential to 
enhance regional connectivity and financial integration 
by providing better access to cross-border capital flows.

It encompasses energy projects, construction of roads, 
railway tracks and ports. It is a good chance for both 
China and Pakistan to be connected closely via cross-
border expansion of commercial banks and other financial 
institutions. Such cooperation could involve facilitation of 
bilateral currency swaps, syndicated loans, subsidized 
financing arrangements, investment funds and insurance 
coverage for corridor related activities. Moreover, Pakistan 
can get exposure of best practices in regulations and 
technical capacity building of people. Despite benefits, 
the CPEC will induce the new set of challenges such as 
cross-border transactions and proper knowledge of legal 
and regulatory procedures of both countries. Therefore, the 
research on financial market dynamics between two cross 
border countries, i.e. China and Pakistan still needs to be 
worked upon. 

Although, varied literature is available on financial market 
integration between China and Pakistan, there is a 
knowledge gap in understanding how the Chinese market 
can affect the Pakistan economy in future. Another area that 
has so far been insufficiently studied is the challenges and 
prospects of bilateral financial market integration between 
China and Pakistan. Unfortunately, in both the states, no 
one has explored the challenges and prospects of financial 
market integration. An indigenous understanding and 
evidence of the problem is clearly missing.

The study has the following broad objectives.

 •  To explore the possible opportunities for financial 
market integration in China and Pakistan

 •  To identify the key challenges in cross-border financial 

market integration

 •  To identify key reforms and policy measures for 
integrating the financial markets between China and 
Pakistan

Focal Person: Rabia Manzoor

REGIONAL INVESTMENTS
AND VALUE CHAINS IN SOUTH 
ASIA: A SURVEY OF INVESTORS 
AND POTENTIAL INVESTORS
WB

The study aims to understand the motivations behind, 
constraints of, and solution to intra-regional Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) and participation in global 
and regional value chains in the South Asian region, 
surveying both actual and potential investors in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Ravindra A. Yatawara Senior Economist World Bank talking on Policies 
to Boost Competitiveness: The Case of Apparel Sector

Assisted by the World Bank, the SDPI field teams are 
collecting data through quantitative methods in Karachi, 
Peshawar and Kabul by interviewing investors in South Asia, 
outside South Asia and those who are not investing. Activities 
in this survey are:

 •  Highlighting opportunities and challenges emerging 
from the evolving political economy of investment 
cooperating in the region.

 •  Identifying possibilities of strengthening investment 
cooperation among the member countries of South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
in a manner that augments regional commitments 
like South Asia Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) and 
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Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO).

 •  Identifying potentials of SAARC member countries 
towards providing greater investment facilitation for 
other members in the region.

Upon successful completion of the study, a set of 
recommendations will be forwarded to Ministry of Finance, 
Ministry of Commerce, State Bank of Pakistan, and Board of 
Investment.

Different activities conducted under this study include a pre-
survey training by focal person from the World Bank, and a 
seminar on Policies to Boost Competitiveness: The Case of 
Apparel Sector.

To promote this idea and concept, voice was raised through 
newspapers, which created an impact at policy level. The 
State Bank initiated a survey across Pakistan to identify the 
direct and potential investors both local and multi-national.

Focal Person: Syed Shujaat Ahmed

TRADING WITH INDIA:
SOME CURRENT IMPEDIMENTS 
FOR PAKISTAN
USIP

The study, assisted by United States Institute of Peace 
(USIP) and Indian Council for Research on International 
Economic Relations (ICRIER), aims to examine the 
possible gains and challenges for India and Pakistan to 
enhance and improve on their bilateral trade ties.

The study focuses on the current obstacles and hurdles in 
trade because the impact of the non-tariff measures and 
customary bottlenecks between Pakistan and India has not 
been adequately incorporated by previous studies. Moreover, 
key reforms and policy measures has also been identified 
in the study for formalizing and encouraging trade in both 
countries.  The main objective of the study is: 

 •  To identify the key challenges and bottlenecks in cross-
border trade

 •  To identify the key reforms and policy measures for 
formalizing and encouraging trade in both countries. 

Focal Person: Dr Vaqar Ahmed

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT
AND SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
Social Impact Consulting, UK

The role of women in national socio-economic 
development cannot be denied. In this regard, research 
conducted in different parts of the world has raised 
several questions. The main research questions in this 
regard are as follows:

 •  Why there is a greater representation of women in 
social enterprises than in traditional businesses? 

 •  What hurdles are faced by women in setting up 

and operating a social enterprise, including the 
arrangement of necessary resources and finance? 

 •  Does the existence of social enterprises provide a 
platform for women’s empowerment? 

 •  Are social enterprises challenging gender norms and 
stereotypes in the economy, providing the opportunities 
and access to resources for women, addressing key 
issues related to women’s and girls’ empowerment, 
causing a change in attitudes and behaviour of men 
towards women, and easing the access or removal of 
barriers in the way of women towards leading social 
enterprise? 

 •  What differentiates social enterprises from non-
governmental or public sector initiatives? 

The study was thus initiated to validate, through a policy-
oriented qualitative research, the above points and others 
established during the literature review and key informant 
stage in different regions of the world, including UK, India, 

Pakistan, Brazil, and USA.

The knowledge of experts will be utilized in each country to 
understand the different types of social enterprise activity as 
well as the challenges women and girls are faced with. It will 
provide relevant, useful information and recommendations for 
policy-makers, networks, funders and support providers. The 
main objectives of the study are: 

 •  To verify the causality of social enterprise development 
with women empowerment 

 •  To identify the challenges, demands and areas that may 
require capacity building for the social enterprise sector 
in Pakistan

 To study the role and impact of business incubators, 
run by universities and by private organizations, in the 
development of social enterprise in Pakistan.
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Findings of the study on Social Enterprises and Women Empowerment 
are being shared with Senator Mohsin Ali Leghari

Focal Person: Ahad Nazir

DIMENSIONS AND BARRIERS 
TO FINANCIAL RISK 
ASSESSMENT: 
THE CASE OF CPEC
Centre of Excellence for CPEC

$50 billion Chinese investment in Pakistan in terms of 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a part of 
One Belt, One Road initiative. Because of its economic 
and geo-political implications, this project is seen as 
a “game changer” for Pakistan and the region as well. 
However, political, administrative, and environmental 
risks are involved in this project.

The main objective of this study is to shed light on the 
importance of Financial Risk Assessment of CPEC, identify 
the major dimensions of inquiry of Financial Risk Assessment 
associated with CPEC and to identify potential barriers to 
financial risk assessment. This study is intended to assess 
the following dimensions of risk associated with CPEC. 

Potential problems in CPEC that can increase financial risk 
are: 

 •  Transparency in contract awarding process

 •  A potential contractor – must be financially stable, 
sound track record of project completion of the same 
nature, must possess the desired technology, must 
have skilled manpower and must be a reputed person 
in the market.

 •  The agreement that Pakistan will pay 22 per cent of the 
bills in case the purchaser default on payments.

 •  Most contractors are Chinese (Foreign): low tariff rates 
set by Pakistan Power Agency- how do they feature 
into financial stability of the Pakistan government? The 
government cannot afford to keep low rates for a long 
time.

 •  Situation analysis of tariff rates- duty free rates and 
effect on long term tariff setting – protectionism 
considerations  it goes back to financial stability of 
the government to maintain tariffs and incentives in 
exports and imports of goods and raw materials for 
foreign private contractors working in Pakistan.

Policy making level
i.  Poor policy making- bad sector sub- selection- 

too low absorption capacity for technology OR 
investment (could be both)may lead to financial 
losses and lack of financial returns and stability

ii. Lack of financial infrastructure for financial 
dealings financial market may become very 
glitches

iii. Integration issues with financial market of china—
specify further stock exchange integration//
financial market linkages//mechanisms of financial 
integration

The study dimensions include both primary and secondary 
data. The study will design a structure questionnaire for 
perceived barriers to financial risk assessment along with 
for individual investor investing in the project to assess 
its financial stability and other indicators necessary for 
project completion. The respondent will be the practitioner 
involved in the project such as consultant, manager and 
manager director. The respondent profile will also include 
information about availability of risk management consultant 
and information about knowledge and necessary skills. 
To complement the questionnaire, an appropriate Key 
Informants Interview (KII) will also be carried out. Guiding 
opinions from relevant experts/institutes/departments will 
be sought (if necessary) on priority issues emerging from 
primary analysis. 

Focal Person: Dr Sajid Amin

REGIONAL TRANSPORT 
CONNECTIVITY:
PAKISTAN’S PERSPECTIVE
USIP

The study, being conducted in collaboration with USIP 
and ICRIER, seeks to explore and evaluate the current 
status of regional transport connectivity within South 
Asia, primarily from the perspective of Pakistan. It seeks 
to identify the key obstacles in South Asian plaguing the 
state of regional connectivity. 

Furthermore, it also identifies key reforms, policy measures, 
action plans for the improvement of South Asian regional 
transport connectivity with the main focus on upgrading the 
connectivity linkages of Pakistan. Major objectives of the 
study are:

 •  To explore the current state of existing infrastructure 
from the perspective of Pakistan

 •  To identify the key obstacles of multimodal transport for 
Pakistan in domestic and regional context.

 •  To identify key reforms and policy measures for the 
improvement of Pakistan’s,  domestic and regional 
transport connectivity

Focal Persons:  Dr Vaqar Ahmed
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
A strong and skilled human capital smoothens the way for social development in any society. It is access to health and 
education facilities, social safety measures, and service delivery mechanisms which ensure good governance.

SDPI is working on social development issues that are integral to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) as well as Pakistan’s own Vision 2025. In particular, the Institute has been working on creating a knowledge base vis-
à-vis health and education in throughout the country. Moreover, through its Pakistan Data Portal (PDP), SDPI has been able to 
fill the gaps that hinder research due to the lack of access to information. In doing so the Institute has been contributing to a 
comprehensive nationwide plan to build social cohesion amongst the regional, ethnic and religious strata in the country. 

POLICY RESEARCH INSTITUTES 
AND  HEALTH SDGS: 
BUILDING MOMENTUM IN  
SOUTH ASIA
IDRC

Health is an important determinant of economic and 
social prosperity of a country and a key to development. 
Hence it is crucial to improve the health related-
indicators to achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

The study, which is being conducted with the support of 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC), aims to 
map the health policy research institutions and stakeholders 
to understand the current situation in South Asian countries 
about the institutions as to where they stand with regard 
to implementing health-related SDGs. The mapping of 
stakeholders is important to conduct the study for the 
following reasons: 

Stakeholders Consultation on Health Related SDGs held at Karachi

Stakeholders Consultation on Health Related SDGs held at Islamabad

 •  There is no such study available on the mapping of 

stakeholders in the region, therefore, it would be the 
pioneer work around the subject. 

 •  It is important to understand the current role of these 
stakeholders as well as potential role in accelerating 
the health-related SDGs in their respective countries. 
To accelerate progress towards health-related SDGs 
and track where and how the progress is happening, 
it is crucial to have a thorough understanding of 
stakeholders and institutions that are contributing 
towards it. 

Hence, SDPI along with partner organizations in seven South 
Asian countries is working together to answer the following 
questions: 

 •  What are the national-level institutional arrangements 
that already exist for SDGs implementation and 
monitoring and where are the gaps and weaknesses?

 •  Who are the key stakeholders involved in the 
implementation and monitoring of the health-related 
SDGs in South Asian countries, both regionally and 
nationally? 

 •  What role health policy research institutions are playing 
with respect to SDGs and what role could they play in 
future to help strengthen national and regional-level 
institutional arrangements?

 •  What is the priority and the sectoral primacy being 
accorded to the SDGs at the national level?

Taking lead on the study, SDPI engaged the partner 
organizations in Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 
Nepal and Sri Lanka to conduct the study in these countries, 
and formed a core group comprising members from the 
partner organizations there.

The project aims at producing seven standalone country 
reports, seven blogs and a regional paper to be published 
in a peer reviewed journal. So far country reports and blogs 
have been submitted to IDRC while work on the regional 
paper is in progress. 

Focal persons: Saadiya Razzaq 
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LEAD IN SOLVENT-BASED 
PAINTS FOR HOME 
USE IN PAKISTAN
IPEN

Lead is a toxic metal that adversely affects both human 
health and environment. While lead exposure is harmful 
to adults, its exposure harms children as well at much 
lower levels, and the health effects are generally 
irreversible and can leave a lifelong impact.

Lead paints for home use continue to be widely produced, 
sold, and used in developing countries despite the fact that 
most of the highly industrial countries have banned lead 
paints for household use 40 years ago. Increasing awareness 
and effects of lead on human body continue to compel 
governments to minimize lead and eventually remove it from 
home use paints (enamels). Since negative health effects are 
attributed to lead, its use in home use paints is being curbed 
globally. 

Lead in Solvent based paints

The study seeks to analyze the lead content levels in 
Pakistan home use paints (enamel) and to explore laws, rules 
and institutes governing this sector.

The study, conducted in collaboration with International POPs 
Elimination Network (IPEN), aims to present total lead content 
of solvent-based paints for home use available in Pakistani 
markets and compare them with the minimum standards 
worldwide. It also seeks to present background information 
on why the use of lead paint is a source of serious concern, 
especially to child health. The programme seeks to explore 
Pakistan’s lead paint industry to assess lead content in 
enamels, related rules and regulations, minimum permissible 
limit and implementation of laws in this regard. 

The study finds that in Pakistan 60 per cent of home use 
(enamel) paints are lead paints, which means they contain 
lead above the permitted limit. The highest lead content is 
110,000 parts per million (ppm) whereas globally accepted 
limit is 90ppm. A report titled “Lead in solvent-based paints 
for home use in Pakistan” was launched at a seminar.  

Focal persons: Dr Imran S. Khalid

SOCIAL PROTECTION IN KP AND 
PUNJAB: KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDE 
AND PRACTICE (KAP)  SURVEY IN 
SELECTIVE DISTRICTS
GIZ

Survey teams conducting KAP survey.

In Pakistan, the existing programmes designed for the 
social protection cover a meager portion of population. 
Moreover, these programmes are fragmented, 
duplicated and poorly coordinated, hence require 
the robust organizational structure to deliver social 
protection benefits effectively. 

There is a dire need to align, strengthen and make the 
social protection initiatives consistent to reap their benefits. 
Lack of public awareness about existing social protection 
programmes, their benefits, eligibility, and accessibility 
criteria is another reason that is hindering their effectiveness.

This study aims to explore the better understanding of 
knowledge about social protection programmes and 
practices regarding reaping their benefits through 
Knowledge, Attitude and Practices (KAP) survey in four 
select districts, namely Sargodha and Rahim Yar Khan in the 
Punjab and Nowshera and Lower Dir in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 

Survey in Rahim Yar Khan

The main objective of the study is to measure the knowledge, 
attitudes, and practices of people particularly poor and 
vulnerable groups (people at high risk to fall below the 
poverty line in case of any shock) regarding:

 •  People’s knowledge about the existing social protection 
programmes

 •  Their access to these programmes

 •  Their attitude/behaviour towards the provision of social 
protection benefits
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 •  Their coping mechanism in case of inaccessibility of 
social protection

The key findings of the study are:

 •  There exists a significant knowledge gap regarding 
existence of Social Protection Programmes (SPPs), 
their eligibility criteria and procedures to get registered 
that limits the number of beneficiaries of existing SPPs. 
The inadequate and less comprehensive information 
dissemination could be the possible reason behind the 
knowledge gap especially in rural areas where people 
are unable to read the information. 

 •  The lack of awareness about eligibility criteria create 
misconception about SPPs. Lack of transparency in 
beneficiary selection procedure is another reason 
that make people believe that beneficiaries are being 
selected by using political influence. 

 •  The weak complaint mechanism about the difficulties 
being faced while getting benefits of SPPs. Long 
distance to lodge complaints and getting unsatisfactory 
response against the complaint reports are some of the 
major difficulties reported by the beneficiaries.

 •  A few more areas such as subsidized seeds and 
fuel, vocational training, especially for female, were 
identified by the survey where respondents require 
assistance. 

Ultimately, the study will help the government achieve the 
target 1.3 of Sustainable Development Goals, i.e. end poverty 
in all its forms as well as social protection related targets of 
SDGs such  as target 3.8, target  8.b, etc. 

Focal Persons: Dr Shehryar Toru

YOUTH AND SOCIAL COHESION
UNDP

It is a baseline study of youth perceptions on social 
cohesion, drivers of conflict and violence and terrorism. 
The study envisages two objectives, i.e. first, by 
adopting a counterfactual approach to establish a 
baseline of perceptions and attitudes towards social 
cohesion by the youth between ages (18-29), and 
second, to compare findings of the baseline study with 
an end line survey.

On pilot basis, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) has implemented a social cohesion project in 
D.I. Khan. The project envisages interventions consisting 
of construction of community centres, youth mentorship 
programme (for the most at risk youth), and vocational skills 
training. 

The study undertakes a literature review, administering a 
survey questionnaire to respondents (male and female youth) 
and conducting a small number of key informant interviews 
in the study locales, i.e. Zandani, Malana, and Kotla Syedan 
Union Councils of D.I Khan district. The study developed a 
conceptual framework for understanding social cohesion 
and diverse forms of exclusion for understanding the drivers 
of conflict and youth “grievances” seen in terms of access 
to social services. Later, it included youth perspectives on 
a set of experimental questions concerning “violence and 

extremism” as proximate factors for youth participation 
in violence (ethnic or interpersonal), and developing 
sympathetic attitudes towards extremist organizations, who 
are opposing international aid to “flood and earthquake-
affected communities across Pakistan. The report also 
captures the extent of “youth” participation in project 
interventions and lastly, it elucidates policy interventions for 
youth welfare and community development.

Some of the key findings are:

 •  The youth express displeasure over the state of 
education, health and sanitation services. 

 •  Majority values solidarity, community participation, 
freedom and tolerance towards other faith systems. 
However, poverty, apathy and diminishing collective 
responsibility are major obstacles in infusing the 
aforesaid attributes of social cohesion in the community. 

 •  As compared to male, female youth cannot enjoy 
freedom of expression and association. 

 •  Inter-faith marriages are less practiced among families 
because of religious/ethnic based divisions in the 
community.     

 •  As compared to female, male youth show greater 
tolerance towards interpersonal violence. In terms of 
indoctrination by militants, strong resistance was found 
among the youth. 

 •  The youth is also found sympathetic towards militant 
originations in the case if the latter denounce aid to 
flood and earthquake-affected communities. 

 •  Majority youth feels frustrated with lack of employment 
opportunities. 

 •  Male youth pursue for livelihood opportunities by 
working in the informal sectors of economy. On the 
other hand, female youth are involved in “embroidery, 
domestic chores or taking care of livestock”. 

 •  Majority complains of lack of vocational and skill 
training programme. Participation in sports is less 
attractive to female because of cultural restraints. 
The male youth mentioned lack of playground for 
undertaking sports activities. 

Focal Person: Dr Shehryar Toru 

UNCOVERING EXPECTATIONS, 
OBLIGATIONS, AND HIDDEN 
STEPS IN LABOUR MIGRANT 
RECRUITMENT PROCESS
New York University, Abu Dhabi

Concern over the lives of non-skilled labour migrants in 
Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) states has resulted 
in multiple studies of migrants’ living and employment 
conditions in the host countries. However, it is becoming 
increasingly recognized that migrants’ circumstances 
are directly influenced by the information, expectations, 
and obligations which they have before departure from 
their home countries.
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The study, therefore, was conducted in Pakistan, as a 
major contributor of GCC unskilled labour force. Through 
this pilot project, the study was an effort to understand the 
misinformation, expectations, obligations and relationships, 
low-skilled labour migrants have in their minds before leaving 
Pakistan. 

An innovative approach was taken in this project and all 
project participants received cell phones for data collection 
at micro-temporal intervals using an app-based survey 
questionnaire. The goal was to understand the process of 
labour recruitment -- how information, expectations, and 
obligations change as aspiring migrants’ attempt to leave for 
the GCC states. To maintain a gender balance, the number of 
participants was maintained for a better understanding of the 
issues surrounding the migrants. 

Focal person: Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi 

HEALTH IN ALL POLICIES 
WHO

Health in All Policies (HiAP) is being adopted around 
the world to address the social determinants of health 
through an integrated policy response. It is “an approach 
to public policies across sectors that systematically 
takes into account the health implications of decisions 
and seeks synergies and avoids harmful health impact 
in order to improve population health and health equity”. 

The Adelaide statement II, which is the outcome of 9th Global 
Conference on Health, frames HiAP as a practical strategy to 
achieve the transformation that lies at the heart of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The statement stresses the 
importance of political choices and good governance, strong 
partnerships and shared leadership, dedicated capacity, 
resources, accountability, and evidence as central to HiAP.  To 
address the challenges of structural, functional and institutional 
nature, which exist at policy, programme and service delivery 
level in Pakistan, a joint action of all the social sectors with health 
is indispensable. The joint action will include:

 • Capacity building on Social Determinants of Health (SDH) 
and equity mainstreaming at inter sectoral and inter 
provincial level in devolution perspective

 • Policy advocacy to achieve state ownership, political 
commitment and accountability for progress on SDH 
related indicators, and

 • Civic action and community engagement to address 
inequalities and achieve equitable social services and 
status of vulnerable population groups

There is no permanent forum in Pakistan to address the multi-
sectoral approach on HiAP. Therefore, SDPI in collaboration with 
the World Health Organization (WHO), is working to develop a 
framework for action on HiAP.

Focal Person: Saadiya Razzaq

PAKISTAN DATA 
PORTAL

Pakistan Data Portal (PDP) is one the advanced open 
data portals of world having four star rating according 
to Open Data Portal rating. PDP has rationally linked 
data features on the basis of an advanced Indicator 
Dictionary. It has one of the most advanced Indicator 
Dictionary in the world with three steps of Indicator meta 
data for more organized quality control of data attached 
to the indicator.

PDP is one of the biggest data depositories for Pakistan’s 
education related data. It is now accumulating other sectors 
datasets into the portal, starting with nutrition. It also has 
additional features for data visualization and data analysis. 
In visualization, PDP allows users to create dynamic charts 
and choropleth maps, based on user selection for any 
dataset in the portal. PDP allows users to dynamically query 
data from all the datasets from all the years into single 
dataset. Users can then perform further analysis on this 
queried data. Following the footsteps of PDP, Government 
of Pakistan took the initiative to provide open data access 
to users at micro-level (Pakistan Bureau of Statistics). 

Focal Person: Junaid Zahid 
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GOVERNANCE
A nation’s governance structure reflects the overall performance of a government. In particular such a structure should 
cater to core values and principles of good governance which comprise participatory democracy; equity, non-discrimination 
and inclusiveness; gender equality; rules-based; transparency; and accountability and responsiveness.  It is in this context 
that SDPI has taken on an elaborate agenda that looks at Governance within Pakistan.   It not only analyzes the role of 
institutions but also speaks to the power dynamics inherent to the country which is trying to strengthen its democratic system 
of government, while at the same time coming to terms with increasing global threats such as terrorism, climate change and 
social injustices.

BETTER 
GOVERNANCE  
INDEX
UNDP

This survey aims to identify mechanisms that can 
be used for measuring performance of public sector 
institutions on the one hand, and cross-government 
comparisons on the other. It may be used by the 
government as a policy tool, by public sector institutions 
for performance improvement and by citizens and other 
stakeholders as a means of holding government to 
account.

It aims to feed the need for enhanced public accountability 
while permitting institutions themselves to identify their 
managerial blind spots and serve as a tool for continuous 
improvement. The proposed framework will be applied to 
three institutions namely Capital Development Authority 
(CDA), National Highways and Motorways Police (NHMP), 
and National Database and Registration Authority (NADRA). 
The BGI initiative aims at measuring and comparing public 
sector performance and comprises a range of relevant 
metrics that will:

 •  serve as a tool for benchmarking performance of public 
sector institutions;

 •  drive better performance, providing public sector 
managers with a tool for identifying areas for 
improvement in individual institutions as well as in a 
group of institutions;

 •  help create a competitive market for public sector 
institutions leading to enhanced accountability, 
improved services, and lowering of transaction costs; 
and

 •  evolve into an accreditation system for public sector 
providing a basis for budgetary allocations, linking 
individual career progression with institutional results 
and financial and technical support from donors with 
performance on donor-assisted projects.

The survey has two-fold objectives:

 •  To capture the perceptions of service users on the 
delivery and institutional performance of select public 
sector institutions

 •  To use the experiences of service users captured 
through perceptions for validating the performance 
index of select public sector institutions – being 
prepared as a separate exercise by this team

The findings of this survey will inform interventions to 

strengthen capacities and build effective institutions for the 
provision of services and the achievement of SDGs leaving 
no one behind the agenda.

Focal Person: Dr Shehryar Toru

WATER
STEWARDSHIP 
INITIATIVE
Nestle Pakistan

Pakistan’s water resources are getting stressed. 
Competing sector such as agriculture, industry and 
human use are raising the demand bar higher and 
higher. The role of industry in efficient and sustainable 
production and consumption cannot be overstated. 

In this regard, Nestlé Pakistan and SDPI will identify and 
prioritize opportunities and challenges for sustainable 
water management, presenting Water Stewardship as an 
effective means to address this challenge. In particular, this 
partnership will act as a knowledge dissemination platform 
on the responsible use of water particularly in agriculture and 
industry. 

SDPI and Nestlé Pakistan will co-host roundtable events on 
the theme of Water Stewardship. Additionally, both parties 
will jointly work on a policy brief which presents Water 
Stewardship as an effective solution to dealing with the water 
challenge.

The study will emphasize the need of industrial sector to work 
towards Sustainable Development Goals in their respective 
areas of operations. The lens will be of Water Stewardship 
which means to become a caretaker of the resource and 
manage it in a way that is environmentally sustainable and 
reduces wastage and pollution.

Dr. Imran Khalid speaks at a roundtable discussion on 19th 
Sustainable Development Conference 2016, in Islamabad

Focal Person: Dr Imran S. Khalid
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MONITORING AND EVALUATION
Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) is a part of hardcore research. It is a process that provides data to improve the 
performance and achieve results. Its goal is to improve current and future management of outputs, outcomes and 
impact.

It is mainly used to assess the performance of projects, 
institutions and programmes set up by governments, NGOs 
and INGOs. It establishes the links between the past, the 
present and the future actions. M & E forms the basis for 
modification of interventions and assessing the quality 
of activities being conducted. It is relevant for funders, 
who need to assess as if a setup is a reliable partner. By 
reviewing milestones and outcomes of projects, funders will 
decide on the accountability of recipient organization upon 
which further collaborations could be established. Credible 
and quality data becomes the prerequisite for research, 
which is authentic and actionable. The unit operates around 
the following main objectives. 

1. Collecting data and conducting customized impact 
assessment evaluation on behalf of SDPI

2. Assisting research staff in proposal and report 
writing by giving inputs on research methodology

3. Advising and developing survey research designs 
and instruments 

4. Assessing and evaluating projects through field 
surveys. 

5. Hiring field researchers and enumerators for data 
collection, imparting training to them on field 
implementation 

6. Arranging logistics for field teams and managing 
field related finances 

The three basic functions of the unit mentioned below can 
help achieve its objectives.

A.  Survey: Provision of technical expertise to 
research staff in survey designing, developing 
survey instruments for primary data collection, 
data management and analysis are some of its 
endeavours to support SDPI. The unit has its 
network of qualified field researchers/enumerators 
throughout the country for conducting field work 
for data collection. It has permanent staff as well 
as short-term consultants. It has also contributed 
towards the capacity building of young graduates 
during the field survey research. 

B.  Data Analysis: Latest softwares are used to analyze 
both the qualitative and quantitative data. N-Vivo 
and Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) 
are the two main softwares used. 

C.  Monitoring Services: Third party involvement for 
Monitoring and Evaluation is used for authenticity 
of data. For this purpose, dedicated monitoring 
officers and researchers are brought in, who are 
trained in project evaluation and data analysis.

Focal Person: Syed Mohsin Ali Kazmi
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RESEARCH-POLICY 
GAP

SECTION 4



36 Sustainable Development Policy Institute

BRIDGING 
RESEARCH-POLICY 
GAP
SDPI always played a proactive role in policy debates, policy recommendations, policy formulation and 
implementation. All these roles, in collective terms, can be termed as inclusive policy making. 

SDPI provides policy support on areas of economy, trade, taxation, climate change, gender mainstreaming, energy, social 
sector development, food security and a whole range of issues related to sustainable development. For policy support, 
it is also invited to serve on different high level forums, including UN, INGOs, and governmental and non-governmental 
organizations.

PROVINCIAL
TAX  
REFORMS
CIPE

The provincial administrations have been entrusted with 
greater revenue mobilization responsibilities in a post-
18th Amendment milieu. Apart from the traditional taxes 
under provincial jurisdiction (e.g. property, transport, 
and agriculture taxes), the sales tax on services is also 
under the provincial domain. Some provinces have also 
requested the Centre to devolve the control over federal 
excise collections.

(From L to R) Dr. Abid Suleri (SDPI) and Mr. Asad Islam Mahni (BOR 
Punjab), during a discussion on Provincial Tax Reforms in Punjab.

The provincial governments in the Punjab and Sindh have 
undertaken a medium term exercise towards provincial 
revenue mobilization reforms. However, there are several 
features of tax policies that require harmonization across 
provinces. An inability to do so will imply that a business or 
individual operating in at least two or more provinces is prone 
to face double taxation, and other implications that adversely 
impact the cost of doing business. Currently, the Punjab, 
Sindh, Balochistan, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have different 
tax rates and tax bases (on services, property, agriculture, 
and transportation). There are also definition issues across 
legislation dealing with provincial taxes. The project looks 
into the need for having a harmonized tax regime in the 
provinces.

(From L to R) Ms Jehan Ara (PASHA), Mr. Mushtaq Kazimi (SRB),       
Dr. Abid Suleri (SDPI) and Dr. Farooq Sattar (MNA) during discussion 
on the Provincial Tax Reforms in Sindh

The key objective of the study for the year 2016-17 mainly 
focused Provincial Tax harmonization in Pakistan, which 
makes use of preliminary work conducted by CIPE and 
SDPI on this subject and to arrive at a tax harmonization 
methodology, through a multi-stakeholder dialogue that can 
be organized across provinces. The major activities included: 

 •  A rigorous desk review and analysis paper on 
Pakistan’s revenue collection laws, mechanisms & 
systems and policy implementation gaps, including an 
outline of the methodological framework.

 •  One Focus Group Discussion (FGD) in Islamabad and 
one in each of the provincial capitals on the SME driven 
taxation model.

 •  Creation of the final draft of provincial taxation model/
framework was created through the Focus Group 
Discussions and key informant interviews conducted in 
all provinces and Islamabad.

 •  A public seminar to present the provincial taxation 
framework

Focal Person: Ahad Nazir
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TRADE POLICY
REFORMS   
IN PAKISTAN
The basic aim of this programme is to assist various 
partners (Ministry of Commerce, World Bank Group, 
Board of Investment and others) in designing and 
implementing better trade policy reforms in Pakistan. 
This effort will be informed through a series of 
roundtable meetings involving both public and private 
sector and will be used to:

(FromL to R) Dr. Vaqar Ahmed (SDPI), Nadia Rocha (World Bank), 
Mohammad Younas Dagha (Secretary Commerce),Patchamuthu 
Illangovan (World Bank), Gonzalo Varela (World Bank) at a panel 
dicussion on Achieving Export Competitiveness in Pakistan. 

a. Identify constraints being faced by existing 
exporters, disaggregated by small, medium and 
large enterprises.

b. Identify key issues/challenges inhibiting potential 
exporters, especially SMEs, from engaging in 
trade.

c. Identify key regulatory/policy/infrastructural/
knowledge gaps preventing exporters from 
engaging in trade with South and Central Asian 
Economies.

d. Identify key constraints/challenges being faced by 
current and potential women exporters in engaging 
in national and international trade.

e. Apprise private sector associations of the key 
findings of the diagnostics prepared by SDPI, 
World Bank Group and other partners.

Focal Persons:  Ahad Nazir, Syed Shujaat Ahmed

IMPROVING PRIVATE 
SECTOR’S VOICE IN    
PREPARING ECONOMIC 
MANIFESTOS

A key criticism by the private sector has been the lack of 
vision, insight and research-depth in the commitments 

made by political parties towards economic reforms in 
their party manifestos. 

Most segments of private sector, particularly those 
represented by Pakistan Business Council and Federation 
of Chamber of Commerce and Industries, have expressed 
their concerns in media that they are usually not asked by the 
political parties regarding business facilitation needs, which 
can be factored as part of future political agenda. There is a 
clear gap in policy engagement as there is no open platform, 
which can invite the private sector’s deliberations and inputs 
in the manifestos prepared by the political parties.

Mr. Hammad Siddique (CIPE) presents economic manifes to Qaiser 
Ahmed Sheikh (MNA). Dr. Vaqar Ahmed (SDPI) looks on.

Mr. Hammad Siddique (CIPE), Dr. Abid Suleri (SDPI) & Engr. Abdul 
Jabbar (Qaim Filters)  presenting economic manifesto to MNA Dr. 
Farooq Sattar, Chairperson, Pakistan Muttahida Quami Movement

Mr. Hammad Siddique (CIPE), Dr. Abid Suleri (SDPI) & Syed Asad Ali 
Shah, (Deloitte Pakistan) presenting economic manifesto to Honorable 
Governor Sindh Mohammad Zubair

Keeping in view the same, SDPI proposed an approach 
which can capture inputs on key economic reform areas 
(e.g. energy, taxation, financial sector, monetary policy, 
etc.). Hence, a series of focus group discussions will take 
place at provincial level to acquire inputs from private 
sector as to what they want to see as part of the next pre-
election manifestos. These inputs will be documented and 
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communicated to the political parties.

The major activities in this connection include: 

 •  A rigorous desk review of past information, data 
sources, data, and related statistics/ reports/ peer-
reviewed papers/ government and donor publications/
private sector briefs on public finance reforms, 
public-private engagement/ dialogue/ partnerships, 
dispute resolution, policy formulation ecosystem, 
capacity building of private sector/ associations/ trade 
bodies/ policy makers, parliamentarians, media, bar 
associations and think tanks.

 •  One Focus Group Discussion in Islamabad and one in 
each of the provincial capitals on the model economic 
platform.

 •  One Public Private Dialogue orientation session in 
Islamabad and one in each of the provincial capitals

 •  Production of a draft economic manifesto and 
dissemination of the same to all mainstream political 
parties.

Impact
Given below is the impact of the studies: ‘Trade Policy 
Reforms in Pakistan’ and ‘Improving Private Sector’s Voice in 
Preparing Election Manifestos’.

 •  In the Khyber Pakhtunkwa budget 2017-18, a key 
recommendation from SDPI consultations to enhance 
KP government’s outreach towards potential taxpayers 
has been approved. 

 •  In the Punjab, principle approval for the harmonization 
framework, including reduction in cost of doing 
business and formulation of tax working group 
recommended by SDPI was given and a letter on the 
subject was written to Federal Ministry of Finance in 
Islamabad. 

 •  For widening of tax net, PRA and SRB have introduced 
amnesty schemes and tax incentive packages on 
recommendations of SDPI

 •  The raids on the business community by FBR have 
been called off on 28th April, 2017 through intervention 
of the Senate Standing Committee on Finance. The 
same recommendation was given by SDPI to all 
chamber president conference 2017.

 •  To increase tax payer facilitation, PRA has accepted 
SDPI model to set up ‘tax clinics’. This was stated in a 
public meeting by Chairman PRA on 24 August 2017. 

 •  SDPI research recommended specific measures that 
will reduce the incidence of multiple taxation faced by 
agriculture sector. The same has been incorporated in 
budget 2017-18.

 •  SDPI research outputs highlighted high cost of 
doing business as a key reason for recent decline in 
exports from Pakistan. The government has now taken 
measures to bring down the tax-related costs faced by 
export-oriented and manufacturing sectors. 

 •  Special incentives have been provided on IT related 
services in budget 2017-18 on the basis of SDPI’s 
recommendations. 

 •  On the basis of SDPI’s research on widening the 
formal economy of Pakistan, corporate tax rate has 
been reduced to 30% for 2018 and threshold level of 

advanced tax has been increased.  

 •  All pending sales tax refunds shall be paid in two parts 
during July and August 2017 on the basis of SDPI’s 
research findings. IMPROVING PRIVATE 

Focal Person: Ahad Nazir

CORPORATE SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY
FOR WINNING HEARTS AND 
MINDS
DAI-USAID

Violent extremism severely affects the businesses 
financially and emotionally in the wake of growing 
insecurities, including extortions and kidnapping for 
ransom. The Economic Survey of Pakistan 2014-15 
reads that the economy has incurred US$106.98 billion 
(Rs 8.7 trillioin) direct and indirect losses because of 
terrorism. 

In Pakistan, corporate sector is obligated to spend a 
certain amount of profits as part of its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) for the uplift of communities. The use of 
CSR funds by the corporate sector in Pakistan is quite similar 
to the practice of development sector and funds are utilized 
primarily on the physical development of the social sector 
among the communities. 

In Pakistan, CSR is in its development phase whereas in the 
modern and industrialized societies and global businesses, 
CRS has graduated to a different level, i.e. Social Impact 
Investments; the CSR+. Businesses contribute towards 
societal development so that they could add to resilience 
of communities to counter disasters, conflicts, and acts of 
extremism. The role of CSR or Social Impact Investment is 
increasing in peace-building processes in various parts of 
the globe, as the growing disputes/conflicts are not only 
harming the smooth functioning of businesses but are also 
destabilizing societies across regions. Therefore, these 
businesses are playing their role in terms of putting money 
for conflict transformation processes and promotion of 
‘winning hearts and minds’ efforts. Since peace is considered 
a prerequisite for successful businesses, the private sector 
has the advantage to supplement the government’s efforts for 
peace and stability. Three major objectives of the project are: 

 •  To conduct sensitization sessions for CSR businesses 
staff on their role on Countering Violence Extremism 
(CVE)

 •  To increase corporate engagement on CVE

 •  To increase knowledge on how the target beneficiaries 
can adopt practices that reduce their financial support 
to extremist groups

Major Activities of the project include:

One of the key activities is a quick review and analysis on the 
state of CSR in Pakistan and mapping out the understanding 
and commitment of corporate sector in terms of setting 
aside some funds from CSR budgets for the efforts towards 
CVE. Based on this succinct report, the other activity is an 
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engagement with stakeholders from the corporate sector 
in Lahore and Islamabad on the role of CSR in countering 
extremism. 

The project activities also include a 2-day training of CSR 
practitioners/managers from corporations to enable them to 
work as CVE ambassadors in their respective constituencies. 

SDPI will help develop the Social Actions Projects (SAPs) 
with the CSR teams of five championing companies so 
that they might get the practical experience of developing 
their own plans and demonstrate them through these five 
SAPs. The final in the series of the project is the holding of 
an experience sharing workshop to have insights regarding 
peace-building efforts, lessons learnt, and future course of 
action.

Focal Persons:  Shafqat Munir

REDD+
READINESS
PROGRAMME
Government of Pakistan

The Government of Pakistan is implementing REDD+ 
Readiness programme in order to address the issue of 
rapidly depleting forest cover through its preservation 
and re-forestation. REDD+ programme aims to reward 
the reversal of high deforestation rates. 

In Pakistan, despite its on ground presence for many years, 
the concept of REDD+ is still struggling to gain substantial 
recognition among the major stakeholders. Apart from 
strengthening institutional capacities, knowledge products, 
strategies for REDD+, training programmes, feasibility and 
pilot studies there is a dire need to bridge information and 
awareness gaps in making REDD+ operational at various 
levels.

Participants of Media Training on Reporting REDD+.

This year, SDPI is assisting the Ministry of Climate Change 
(MoCC) and National REDD+ Office (NRO) in preparing, 
designing, launching and implementing a powerful 
awareness raising campaign related to REDD+ interventions 
in Pakistan. Through the launch of this campaign, SDPI will 
take all the stakeholders on board, i.e. people from grass 
roots level to technocrats to develop critical mass through 
a vibrant engagement with media, religious scholars, 
parliamentarians, line department, and community leaders. 
The REDD+ Awareness Raising Outreach Campaign aims 
to disseminate REDD+ messages and knowledge through 
application of standard norms and processes with the 

following specific objectives.  

Certificates distribution ceremony at the conclusion of media workshop .

 •  To devise and launch an awareness raising campaign 
to create an enabling environment for an effective 
implementation of REDD+ Readiness Activities in 
Pakistan

 •  To devise a strategic communication plan to engage all 
the stakeholders, including policy makers, technocrats 
and central and local administrative authorities, local 
communities, religious and political leaders, general 
public, NGOs, and academics scholars

 •  To produce a short documentary video highlighting 
Pakistan’s status and commitment to reduce emissions 
from deforestation and forest degradation

 •  To organize awareness raising seminars on REDD+ and 
relevant mobilization activities that would also include 
women and marginalized segments of the society

So far, SDPI has developed strong audience-oriented 
messages through a quick desk review/research of the 
existing policies and documents, along with an alliance and 
network building to mobilize the stakeholders. SDPI has 
also sensitized media practitioners to telecast and publish a 
number of programmes and stories respectively on REDD+ 
for its wider dissemination. 

Focal Person: Shafqat Munir 

PROMOTING
AND PROTECTING
THE RIGHTS OF RELIGIOUS 
MINORITIES IN PAKISTAN
MRG

The project aims to highlight the issues being faced 
by religious minorities in Pakistan. It also aims to help 
journalists to develop a new angle of the news stories 
written in connection with minority rights and their 
status in the country so as to create awareness among 
general masses.

The project was successful in establishing a stronger 
understanding of the media landscape in Pakistan with 
regard to religious minorities. Establishing certain principles 
regarding reporting on religious minorities, and allowing for 
more effective reporting was another aim of the project.  As 
‘extremism’ and ‘minorities’ who always become the first 
victim, have close linkage, so  it is reflected in the news 
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stories and for that training of journalists was a must. 

The main objective in the first activity was to work with 
journalists to increase the accuracy and frequency of 
reporting on issues facing religious minorities in Pakistan. 
It was an effort to raise the profile of these issues and, 
ultimately, exert greater domestic and international pressure 
on governments to protect the religious minorities. Legislation 
and police response at local level to issues/complaints of 
minorities is another issue. For this purpose, the project 
aims to improve i) policies and lacunas in regulations for 
minorities, and ii) to improve the state of socio-economic 
conditions of minorities. The project activities included:

 •  Journalists training titled, ‘Media Briefing on Freedom of 
Religion and Belief’ 

 •  A 3-day consultative workshop for journalists in 
Islamabad

 •  National Advocacy Roundtable Meeting of 20 activists 
from across the country titled, ‘The State of Freedom 
of Religious Belief in Pakistan: Key Challenges and 
Opportunities 

Focal Persons:  Tahir Dhindsa 

HEALTH AND
NUTRITION INNOVATION
FUND EXPO
Palladium

Health should be the priority agenda of all the 
governments, as it is directly related to human lives and 
political parties should work together regardless of their 
political affiliations to provide better health and nutrition 
facilities to the citizens in the country, especially in rural 
areas that have no access to even basic health facilities.

Punjab Minister for Disaster Management Mehr Ijaz Ahmad Achlana 
speaks at the Expo. 

Former KP health minister Shaukat Yousafzai speaks at the Expo. 

Dr Nosheen Khalid, MPA and member of Provincial Health Caucus, 
Punjab speaks at the Expo. 

In this connection, SDPI, in collaboration with Palladium, 
conducted an expo under Health and Nutrition Innovation 
Fund - an initiative of Palladium that corresponds to the 3rd 
project of Empowerment, Voice and Accountability for Better 
Health and Nutrition (EVA-BHN), which embarks upon 
producing solutions that increase accessibility of services by 
the communities and help improve the supply by public and 
private sector. Parliamentarians, government officials from 
Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 200 plus target 
audience including doctors, pharmacists, medical students 
participated in the expo. The activities included:

 •  A detailed briefing on the mother-child health and 
nutrition

 •  A lobby dinner to build networking and exchange of 
ideas 

 •  A roundtable discussion attended by provincial 
ministers and parliamentarians

The presence of leadership across political parties gave a 
strong message that mainstream political parties were united 
in tackling mother and child health issues.  The event was 
aired by mainstream news channels and covered by a broad 
range of print media. 

The expo hosted 13 stalls set up by the ‘innovative’ civil 
society organizations working in the health and nutrition 
sectors 

Focal Person: Irfan Chatha
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CIVIC PARTICIPATION
AND CAPACITY BUILDING
AT COMMUNITY LEVEL
USAID

With the passage of KP Local Government Act 2013, 
the local educated youth was motivated to take part 
in local government elections. Later, these elected 
members had great passion to do something for the 
betterment of people. 

After realizing the importance of local government system 
and availability of young and energetic representatives in the 
system, SDPI in collaboration with the USAID Small Grants 
and Ambassador’s Fund Program launched an activity in two 
districts (Peshawar and Haripur) for the capacity building of 
local representatives. It was decided to ensure the maximum 
civic participation in the most important financial activity 
of budget making process and expenditure tracking at 
grass roots level with the aim to enhance the capacity of 
elected members, district management officials and active 
community based organization.

Previous interventions were limited to the analysis of the 
budget making process at district level. However, this 
study offered one step ahead in terms of strengthening and 
bringing the potential segment of society in the proactive and 
productive cycle of accountability and transparency at grass 
roots level. The project was very innovative in its own way to 
track on the allocations and expenditure based on gender 
and other socially excluded groups. During the 24 stepwise 
trainings in two phases, SDPI provided training to almost 200 

active participants. Among them 25 participants each from 
both districts established forums to enable the members to 
further promote this capacity building idea at Union Council 
and Village Council level on voluntary basis. These forums 
are very active and independently conducting their activities 
and interacting with the district governments concerned to 
achieve the targets. Now, modern social media tools are 
also being used to keep all participants in touch through 
Facebook, WhatsApp and main SDPI Portal. These channels 
are frequently being used by all participants for knowledge 
sharing and forums’ activities. These platforms keep all 
participants intact and active for future plans of these forums 
related to this project. 

Focal Person: Hasan Murtaza

Guests and speakers at the closing ceremony

Participants pose for a group photo on the occasion of closing ceremony.
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GREEN
PARLIAMENTARIANS’
CAUCUS II
hbs

The motivation to form the Green Parliamentarians’ 
Caucus comes from the fact that Pakistan needs a 
platform to involve all the stakeholders for not only 
addressing domestic issues related to climate change 
but also to fulfil international commitments with regard 
to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
Paris Climate Agreement. 

Parliament is one of the primary institutions that can define 
a vision and leadership strategies at social, economic and 
environmental level. However, parliamentarians in Pakistan 
seldom have a support mechanism to keep them up to date 
with the current environmental challenges.

SDPI is engaging a select group of parliamentarians on 
specific topics related to environment and climate change. 
These topics are selected based on the priorities set forth by 
the parliamentarians during the initial meetings as well as the 
evidence-based issues that have come up through SDPI’s 
research in the context of climate change.

The objectives of this Caucus are as follows:

 •  To sensitize federal parliamentarians across political 
parties on issues of environment, climate change and 
sustainable development in the context of Pakistan 

 •  To provide parliamentarians with a platform to hold 
dialogues on the issues of environment and climate 
change in the context of Pakistan

 •  To engage parliamentarians on discussions around 
Pakistan’s national and international commitment 
towards climate action and prepare them for a well-
informed discussion around Conference of Parties 23 
(COP23).

Mr. Naveed Qamar (MNA) discusses the role of parliamentarians in 
climate action. Malik Muhammad Uzair Khan (MNA) sits beside him.

Focal person: Ayesha Qaisrani

Participants of a meeting convened by Green Parliamentarians Caucus, in Islamabad.
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POLICY ADVOCACY, 
CAMPAIGNS,
AND OUTREACH 

SECTION 5
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
CONFERENCE
Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) is a 
flagship event of the SDPI, which is not only a forum to 
showcase the Institute’s own research, but it also invites 
other researchers and academia from Asia and beyond 
to share their work and engage in dialogue with fellow 
panellists and audience. 

The SDC series is also a prime conference in South Asia 
with a major focus on regional sustainable development 
issues. Every SDC is designed to be a forum for exchanging 
dialogues on sustainable development with academia, civil 
society, legislators and policy makers.

A brief note of SDC series and its outcome
Since its inception, SDPI has so far organized 19 Sustainable 
Development Conferences. The first SDC was held in 
1995 while the ongoing SDC (2017) is the 20th one. As an 
aftermath of every SDC, the institute would produce and 
publish a peer reviewed research work in the form of an 
anthology. The anthologies are in fact the outcome of the 
deliberations and discussions held by the different panels at 
the conference. (See Annexure 1)

19th Sustainable Development Conference 
SDPI’19th Sustainable Development Conference was held 
from 6 – 8 December 2016 in Islamabad. The overarching 
theme of the conference was ‘Sustainable Development:  
Envisaging the Future Together’. A total of 29 concurrent 
sessions and three plenary sessions were organized 
during the three days. An audience of over 2,500 attended 
the conference. Some 152 panelists participated from 18 
countries including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, 
Canada, China, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Germany, India, Italy, 
Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan, Turkey, UK, and 
the US. Over 42 international delegates from other countries 
became a part of the conference.

SDPI’s flagship series of Sustainable Development 
Conferences has primarily been focusing on South Asia. 
Going beyond, the Nineteenth SDC deliberated upon North-
South and South-South collaboration and togetherness. 
It focused upon cooperation between developed and 
developing countries for sustainable development, 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and human 
centeredness development. 

The conference addressed questions such as how would 
donors and development partners re-invent and re-imagine 
their roles? How does public-private sector see its role in 
mitigating climate change effects? How challenges facing 
gender equality, access to education, clean energy and food 
security could be addressed? Under the overarching theme, 
the sub-themes featured were post-conflict livelihoods; 
trade, economic growth, environment, sustainable energy, 
education, governance, women’s economic empowerment, 
minority rights, disaster management and preparedness, 
climate change, youth employment, gender and 
demography, gender and democracy and so on.

A total of 2,546 audience attended the three-day mega event 
consisting of 3 plenary sessions (SDC’s opening plenary 
on 6 December 2016; dinner plenary on 7 December 2016; 
and, SDC’s closing plenary on 8 December 2016) and 29 
concurrent sessions.

SDC opening plenary was attended by an audience of 201; 
dinner plenary by 500; and, closing plenary by 112. The first 
day’s total audience consisted of 683 persons; second day 
1230; and, third day 633; the final day 806.

SDPI was host to a number of prominent personalities during 
the conference. Some of them are listed below (designations 
as at the time of the conference):

 •  Mr Sartaj Aziz, Advisor to Prime Minister on Foreign 
Affairs, Government of Pakistan

 •  H.E. Omar Zakhilwal, Afghan Ambassador to Pakistan

 •  Mr Zahid Hamid, Minister for Law and Justice and 
Federal Minister of Climate Change

 •  Mr Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo, Federal Minister for Ports 
and Shipping 

 •  Mr. Miftah Ismail, Chairman, Board of Investment, 
Government of Pakistan

 •  Ms Marvi Memon, Chairperson, Benazir Income 
Support Programme, Government of P

 •  Mr Asad Umar,  Member National Assembly, Pakistan 
Tehrik-i-Insaf (PTI)

 •  Mr. Shamsul Mulk, Former WAPDA chairman,

 •  Ms Khawar Mumtaz, Chairperson, National Commission 
on the Status of Women

 •  Dr Musadiq Malik,  Advisor to Prime Minister on Water 
and Power 

 •  Mr Ignacio Artaza, United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), Islamabad 

 •  Mr Neil Buhne,  Resident Coordinator, United Nations, 
Islamabad 

 •  Rana Afzal, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Finance, Government of Pakistan

 •  Senator Afrasiab Khattak, Awami National Party (ANP)

 •  Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman, Higher Education 
Commission (HEC), Islamabad

 •  Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, Member of National 
Assembly, Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz

The event also provided a forum for launching the following 
SDPI publications.

1. SDC-SAES Anthology 2017 ‘Securing Peace and 
Prosperity’;

2. SDPI’s Annual Report 2016;

3. Social Enterprise Policy Landscape in Pakistan; 
and,

4. Tracking Change in Livelihoods, Service Delivery 
and Governance

The event got widely disseminated by means of SDPI’s 
SDTV, through the mainstream media channels and also got 
coverage in the mainstream newspapers. Some 38 news 
items were published covering the 19th SDC. All the SDC 
sessions were live-streamed as well. Over 408 viewers of 
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SDC 2016 joined from the following countries; Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Canada, France, Germany, India, Kenya, the 
Netherlands, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, 
Thailand, United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom and 
the United States. To cover the 32 sessions of the mega 
events, 29 rapporteurs were engaged from SDPI and different 
universities. These volunteers were involved in making 
the press release, collecting policy recommendations and 
contributed in writing the detailed report for the special SDC 
Bulletin SDPI’s lifetime achievement award was presented to 
Ms Fauzia Javed (late), former Manager Admin, SDPI. 

Social Media hashtags for SDC2016 were 
#SDC2016 and #19SDC

Twitter Engagements

342000 Impression  in 2015

485000 Impression in 2016
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Facebook
15495 Impression  in 2015

36032 Impression  in 2016

Ongoing Conference:
The 20th Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) is now 
going on from 5 - 7 December. This year’s overarching theme 
is ‘Seventy Years of Development: The Way Forward’.

This SDC is being organized in the spirit to celebrate and 
mark Pakistan’s 70 years and SDPI’s silver jubilee. For any 
nation, these milestones represent a journey and present 
its people with an opportunity to reflect back on what was 
achieved and what is still required.

Focal Person: Uzma T. Haroon

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
TELEVISION

Established in 2011, Sustainable Development 
Television (SDTV) is a web-based TV and production 
house owned by Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI). It provides quality video production 
facilities to government, non-government, and 
international development agencies as well as the 
corporate sector. 

Its production mainly includes short video packages, 
documentaries, training videos, Still photography, 2D & 3D 
animations, talk shows, and social media campaign videos. 
Through its innovative and forward looking approach, SDTV 

also provides live streaming and broadcast services to its 
valued customers for a broader outreach and advocacy.

SDTV has full-fledge internal core production facilities, which 
include, voice over room, sound proof studio, lighting system, 
cameras, sound mixers, switchers and other essential 
equipment. 

It reflects SDPI’s drive to operate as a dynamic organization 
that is innovative and forward looking in its approach. 
Through its web TV, SDPI reaches out to wider groups, 
including public and private sector, legislators, policy 
makers, experts, students, civil society, media, and 
professionals. 

A view of studio recording at SDTV.

Future Plan
With a future plan to be fully grown in three phases, the 
web TV has successfully completed its first phase. In its 
first phase, the internal core production facility has been 
developed as well as the initial programming has been 
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done. Now SDTV has reached second phase and is about 
to complete this phase where it produces news analysis 
and talk shows on development issues keeping in view the 
current socio-political, economic and law and order situation 
of the country. In the third phase, SDTV will be a full-fledged 
television channel and telecast its policy programmes 
through satellite (if licensed).

Current Affairs Programme
Coffee Table is a weekly current affair programme, which 
showcases political economy and other aspects of 
development. It is live streamed and archived on the web 
page at “www.sdpi.tv”. The programme has been designed 
to raise awareness, generate discussion and increase public 
perception about sustainable development issues. The 
evidence based discussion in this programme on socio-
economic and political issues draws policy makers’ attention 
towards development agenda. The programme also reflects 
upon current affair issues, while keeping the discussion 
relevant. 

A view of outdoor recording.

Apart from documentries and video packages, a number of 
programmes of Coffee Table series have been live streamed 
and uploaded during 2017.  (See Annexure 3)

Focal Person: Tahir Dhindsa

ADVOCACY
AND
CAMPAIGNS

After research, policy advocacy is the main component 
of SDPI’s core expertise as a think tank. The primary 
objective of the advocacy works is to create awareness 
develop consensus and suggest policy options on 
issues pertaining to sustainable development. 

Serving as a platform for dialogue and policy discourse 
among civil society, academia, government, policy makers, 
it engages stakeholders and fosters partnerships for policy 
influence. For this purpose, thematic programmes are 
regularly held at the institute (See Annexture 7).

An overall picture of the events can be assessed from the 
table given below:

Advocacy Events

1. Monday Seminar 38

2. Distinguished Lectures 6

3. Report/ Book Launch 4

4. A tribute to Legends series 1

5. Consultation & Roundtables 12

6. Launch of Rankings Report 2

7. Policy Symposium 1

8. Advocacy Campaigns 3

Total 67

The theme-wise mega events of advocacy are as under:

Post Budget (2017-18) Overview-Some Reality 
Checks (Seminar)

SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri speaks at a the post 
budget seminar titled Post Budget (2017-18) Overview-Some Reality 
Checks.

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 •  Technical Presentation I: Dr Vaqar Ahmad, Deputy 
Executive Director, SDPI

 •  Presentation II: Dr Sajid Amin, Research Fellow, SDPI

Speakers discussed as to why the government refrained itself 
from presenting a popular budget despite the fact that the 
election year was approaching. They said a ‘spending spree’ 
or people’s friendly budget could have been expected on 
the part of the government. They said this avoidance from 
taking popular measures was somehow a reflection of the 
confidence of the government to get reelected by next year’s 
general elections. They suggested widening the current fiscal 
deficit and growing trade deficit the areas of prime concern 
for the government.

Pre-Budget Discussion with Asad Umar 

PTI MNA Asad Umer presents his party’s shadow budget.
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Guest Speaker: Asad Umar, Member of National Assembly, PTI

Mr Asad Umar said that the present economic system in the 
country was actually designed to protect and facilitate the 
theft of influential and powerful people. Due to misplaced 
priorities and ill-conceived policies, our national economy is 
sinking deep into swamp, he added.  This dismal situation 
could be improved only by introducing direct tax regime and 
reducing the present GST rates, he concluded. 

Federal Budget 2017-18 and Philanthropy Sector 
(Seminar)

Dr. Muhammad Iqbal, Member, Federal Board of Revenue, speaks at 
the seminar. 

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Shehryar Toru, Research Fellow, 
SDPI

 •  Guest Speaker: Dr Muhammad Iqbal, Member, Federal 
Board of Revenue

 •  Discussants:

Dr Zafar Qadir, Chairman, Social Action 
Consortium and Taleem Foundation

Shazia Maqsood Amjad, Executive Director, 
Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy

Ms Ayesha Khan, Country Director, Hashoo 
Foundation

Dr Iqbal said the government is open to receive suggestions 
as to how the tax regime can facilitate the philanthropy 
sector. In the name of philanthropy, certain organizations 
promoted extremism in in the past, he said. Speakers said 
unfortunately the privileged classes are not paying their share 
of taxes and thus there was not enough money available to 
invest on underprivileged of the society. They stressed the 
need to redress structural flaws of the system.

High-Level Pre-Budget Consultation Meeting

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Guest Speakers: Syed Ali Ahsan, Chairman All Pakistan 
Textile Mills Association (APTMA) Punjab.

 •  Discussants:

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Aslam Hayat, Telecom Expert 

Shahid Sattar, Energy Expert 

Experts representing various key sectors of economy 
suggested that the federal government should redress the 

element of unpredictable taxation policy, lack of continuity 
across provinces and irrational investment policies in energy 
sector. They said these steps would be of fundamental 
importance to revive industry and hence to boost the overall 
situation of national economy.

Changing Geo-strategic Scenario - New Security 
Challenges for Pakistan (Seminar)

Lt-Gen. (retd) Asad speaks at a seminar on ‘Changing Geo-strategic 
Scenario- New Security Challenges for Pakistan.’

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Imran Khalid, Senior Research 
Fellow, SDPI

 •  Opening Remarks: Zahid Hussain, Senior Journalist

 •  Special Remarks: Shafqat Kakakhel, Former 
Ambassador 

 •  Closing Remarks: Brig. (retd) Shaukat Qadir, Defence 
Analyst

 •  Discussants:

Lt-Gen. (retd) Talat Masood, Defence Analyst

Lt-Gen. (retd) Asad Durrani, Former DG, ISI

Qamer Cheema, PhD scholar

Speakers suggested the civilian leadership to take lead on 
foreign policy to meet the emerging security challenges 
at regional and global level. They also elaborated the 
importance of military establishment to be coherent with 
civilian leadership as a reflection of strong national foreign 
policy and meaningful engagement with regional and global 
powers on several critical issues.
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Role of Institutions in Strengthening Democratic 
Dispensation (Seminar)

From (L-R) Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif, Ikram Chaudhry, Farhatullah 
Babar, Dr Abid, Suleri, Afrasiab Khattak, Saleem Safi, Rana Qaisar and 
Asma Sherazi.

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Discussants:

Syed Nayyar Hussain Bukhari, Former Senate 
Chairman 

Senator Shafqat Mehmood, Member of National 
Assembly, PTI 

Senator Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif, MQM 

Senator Farhatullah Babar, PPP-P

Afrasiab Khattak, Former Senator, ANP

M. Ziauddin, Former Editor, daily Dawn 

Ikram Chaudry, Senior Advocate, Supreme Court 
of Pakistan 

Rana Qaisar, PTV anchor person and senior 
journalist

Saleem Safi, Anchor person, columnist

Asma Sherazi, Anchor person

Speakers stressed the need for a broader dialogue among 
the state institutions to sustain and strengthen democratic 
dispensation in Pakistan. They said: “Such dialogues 
should be held at the parliamentary forum so that we, as 
a nation, could reach at some agreement on the legal and 
constitutional structures to evolve the role of institutions 
and to avoid the political and constitutional chaos and 
uncertainty in the way of governance.” They said the political 
parties also need a serious soul searching and redress the 
mistakes committed in the past resulting in weakening of the 
democratic systems and institutions. 

Accountability and Transparency: Embodied 
Access to Information Model (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Shakeel Ramay, Senior Research 
Associate, SDPI

 • Guest Speakers:

Asad Umar, Member of National Assembly, PTI

Abdul Jalil, Financial Management Expert

Speakers said people sitting at the helm of affairs are the 
real obstacles in the way of accountability and transparency 
whithout which corruption free governance is not possible. 
They said the work done by Joint Investigation Team (JIT) 
formed by Supreme Court of Pakistan proved that the 
institutions and capacity was there but the people at top did 
not want them to function properly.

PTI MNA Asad Umar shares his thoughts at the seminar.

Looking Back: How Pakistan Became an Asian 
Tiger by 2050 (Lecture)  

Dr Nadeem ul Haq, former Deputy Chairman of Planning Commission 
of Pakistan, speaks at the seminar.

 •  Guest Speaker: Dr Nadeemul Haq, Former Deputy 
Chairman, Planning Commission 

 •  Discussants:

Shafqat Kakakhel, Former Ambassador 

Dr Vaqar Ahamd, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

Dr Haq said the whole economic system in Pakistan has 
become stale, overly centralized, therefore, the system 
should be revamped with decentralized and patterns based 
systems with a holistic approach. He said that the academia 
lack research capability whereas mainstream media in the 
country ignores development issues.

Changing Power Dynamics in the Context of 
Prevailing Situation in Middle East (Seminar)

ANP leader Afrasiab Khattak (Centre) speaks at the seminar. Senior 
journalist Imtiaz Gul (L) and SDPI Researcher Shakeel Ramay ( R ) are 
also present. 
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 •  Welcome Remarks: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior 
Research Coordinator, SDPI

 •  Guest Speakers: 

Afrasiab Khattak, former Senator, ANP

Imtiaz Gul, Senior Defense and Political Analyst\

Speakers said the emerging conflict and new crises 
developing in Middle East has put Pakistan in a very 
difficult situation. To respond to the serious challenges 
posed on diplomatic front that entailed grave geo-political 
consequences, national unity is need of the hour, they added.

Poverty as Functional Deprivation (Seminar)

Dr Rafi Amiruddin delivers a presentation.

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Sajid Amin, Senior Research 
Fellow, SDPI

 •  Guest Speaker: Dr G. M. Arif, Senior Economist, PIDE

 •  Presentation: Dr Rafi Amiruddin, PhD scholar 

Speakers said Pakistan will have to intensify and enhance 
its efforts to eradicate poverty in all its forms. They stressed 
the need for dealing multi-dimensional poverty on urgent 
basis and demanded a multi-faceted strategy to bring about 
actual change in the society at different levels. They said next 
15 to 20 years would be decisive for the economic future 
of the country as this would be an era of opportunities and 
challenges simultaneously.

Poverty Reduction in China and Lessons for 
Pakistan (Lecture)

 •  Opening Remarks: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior 
Research Associate

 •  Guest Speaker: His Excellency Lijian Zhao, Deputy 
Chief of Mission, People’s Republic of China 

 •  Closing Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

Lijian Zhao delivers a lecture at SDPI.

Excellency Lijian Zhao discussed five major poverty 
reduction tools used in China to evacuate over 700 
million population from poverty. These tools, he said, 
were: (i) Exploiting institutional advantages, (ii) Ecological 
Conservation: Provision of livelihoods to vulnerable people, 
(iii) Resettlement of the poor living in far-off areas at safe 
economic hubs, (iv) Targeted provision of free educational 
facilities to the poor, (v) Targeted provision of free medical 
facilities to the poor. 

He suggested to the Pakistani policy makers to adopt a 
localized and targeted approach for poverty alleviation. He 

said causes of poverty should be identified at local level 
and solutions should be designed keeping in view the local 
opportunities and challenges. 

Hydro-hazardscapes of Climate Change in 
Pakistan (Lecture)

Dr. Daanish Mustafa, listens to the audiences’ questions after 
delivering his lecture at SDPI.

Panel:
 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Imran Khalid, Research Fellow, 
SDPI.

 •  Guest Speaker: Dr Dannish Mustafa, Reader in politics 
and environment at King’s College London.

Dr Danish Mustafa said the issue of water scarcity can 
be solved easily, but water managers lack vision and 
understanding of the workable solutions. The water issues in 
Pakistan’s context could not be seen in isolation but should 
be dealt while keeping in view the economic, political and 
cultural aspects, he added. He further said that small farmers 
have to bear the brunt of water scarcity. Most of these 
farmers, he said, have to buy their inputs on credit, and as 
a result of poor harvests, were often unable to repay their 
debts. 

Jam Saqi: Chale Chalo K Wo Manzil Abhi Nahi Aye 
(Book Launch)

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 •  Guest Speakers: 

Senator Farhatullah Babar, PPP-P

Afrasiab Khattak, former Senator, ANP

Nasreen Azhar, Council Member, Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan

Hassan Nasir Syed, Senior Politician

Naeem Ahmad Mirza, Executive Director, Aurat 
Foundation 

Speakers said that the state and society in Pakistan were 
dehumanized during 1980s, so leftist politics is needed to 
reverse this dangerous course and to curb the extremist 
tendencies in the society. They said that the politics of left 
was based on the notion of ‘justice for all’ and thus could 
respond to destructive tendency of selective justice.
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National Consultation Meeting on ‘Reforms in the 
Educational Curriculum (Seminar)

 •  Welcome Remarks: Shafqat Aziz, Head of Advocacy, 
SDPI

 •  Guest Speakers: 

Dr Arif Alvi, Member of National Assembly, PTI 

Nafeesa Khan Khattak, Member of National 
Assembly, PTI

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Dr Qible Ayaz, Scholar and Academician

Cecil S. Chaudhry, Executive Director, NCJP

Marvi Sirmed, Civil Society Activist

Speakers said that curriculum at various levels in Pakistan 
needs to get purged from all sorts of bigoted views and hate 
material so that a forward looking and progressive society. 
They said the biased teaching and distorted worldview 
contributed to the present state of intolerance and extremism 
has shaken the entire social, political and cultural ethos of the 
society. 

Unpacking CPEC as a Game Changer (Lecture)

Dr Saad S. Khan deliveres a lecture at SDPI.

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 •  Lecture: Dr Saad S. Khan, National School of Public 
Policy

Dr Saad said China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
would be a ‘game changer’ not because of its volume of 
investment it was carrying but in terms of impact of the 
nature of entailing projects that would prove real turnaround 
for our national economy and hence to usher in a new era of 
economic development and prosperity. CPEC involved 18 
energy projects which means the energy crisis of Pakistanwill 
be addressed, he said.

How can Minerals Contribute to Pakistan’s 
Development Path (Lecture)

Prof. Saleem H. Ali delivers his presentation on revenue potential of 
mineral. 

 •  Welcome Remarks: Dr Imran Khalid, Research Fellow, 
SDPI

 •  Lecture: Prof. Saleem H. Ali, University of Delaware, 
USA

Prof Ali said the minerals, especially gemstones had huge 
potential to contribute to the national economy of Pakistan. 
However, he said, envisaging a careful and practical 
approach as well as strategy would be a key to tap this 
crucial sector of the economy. “Reko Diq gold and copper 
reserves were still offering tremendous opportunities and 
hence, a right planning and proper use of technology and 
expertise was important to get full benefits of this natural 
wealth.” He said that trade versus aid had been an old 
debate in Pakistan. However, it was important to know when 
to leverage each of them.

Focal Person: Shafqat Aziz
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SDPI seminar series reflection in Media SOCIAL
MEDIA
SDPI’s social media received 33 million impressions 
globally from the people interested in politics, business, 
technology, finance and news. In the year 2017, there 
was an overall increase of 60 % as compared to the 
previous year in reaching the wider audience. Facebook 
contributed to 59 % of the overall impressions with page 
likes of 15,036, 30 % by twitter with the following of 
8,051 whereas LinkedIn contributed to 8 % impressions 
with the following of 2,045 fans. Rest of the pages 
contributed to 3% which included Instagram, Google+ 
and YouTube.

Focal Person: Yasir Dil



54 Sustainable Development Policy Institute

NK-MIS
WEB UNIT
Nasir Khan Management Information System (NK-MIS) Web unit is of paramount importance of SDPI’s 
communication and outreach strategy. It showcases all its research work and outreach related activities. Besides, 
it deals with designs, development, management, and maintenance of website and web applications. It also 
facilitates live-streaming during different events to help enhance the institute’s outreach via social media.  A 
screenshot of the website is given below:

Focal Persons: Saeed-ur-Rasheed and Manzoor Ahmad
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RESERCH 
COORDINATION 

SECTION 6
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RESEARCH
COORDINATION 
UNIT
Research Coordination Unit is mainly responsible for keeping information on all the ongoing research-related 
activities at the institute. That institutional knowledge helps the RCU team in branding and profiling SDPI among 
the policy and donor communities.

In addition, RCU provides different platforms to the researchers for presenting and discussing new research based 
ideas/outputs to have a feedback from their peers. Three sorts of meetings are held for this purpose. These are:

Retreat: It is the annual meeting of the whole staff to review their activities 

Policy Research and Advocacy Meeting: It is a quarterly meeting of the research and advocacy staff to review their works. 

Brown Bag Research Meeting: It is a weekly meeting of the research staff to present their works and to get the feedback of 
their peers.

RCU also monitors the progress of research projects to ensure that the deliverables are completed within the timelines agreed 
with the donors and partners. Similarly, it is also responsible for annual reporting to SDPI’s long-term partner International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) for Think Tank Initiative (TTI). 

Lastly, RCU serves as a focal department of SDPI for signing MoUs that aim to promote research collaborations with other 
institutions. A detailed report of Retreat 2017 is as under:

RETREAT
2017

This year three rounds of Retreat 2017 were held 
during two days. Every staff member from interns to 
the Executive Director deliberated upon in detail to 
identify the needs for mid-course corrections to make 
a progress towards the implementation of SDPI’s 
Strategic Plan 2015-20 and further strengthen its profile 
regionally and globally.

Various strategic decisions were taken at the Annual 
Retreat, including revival of English Editorial Board, resource 
mobilization, rationalization of job fit and improvement 
in research coordination. Majority of the decisions have 
been implemented. Fellow Research Council is constantly 
monitoring the progress in the implementation of Retreat 
decisions.

Participants of Retreat 2017

SDPI Staff at the Annual Retreat, 2017

Young researchers discuss ways to improve research quality at the 
Retreat 2017
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SDPI Staff at the Annual Retreat, 2017

Young researchers discuss ways to improve research quality at the 
Retreat 2017

Policy advocacy team discusses how to showcase SDPI works 
outreach

SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri conducts Retreat 2017 

BROWN BAG
RESEARCH MEETINGS

Brown Bag Research Meetings (BBRMs) serve as a 
platform to promote internal knowledge sharing and 
brainstorming. These meetings provide the researchers 
opportunities to share their novel ideas with their peers 
and get their worthy feedback. During October 2016 to 
November 2017, as many as 12 BBRMs were held. (See 
Annexure 5)

This year, along with research based BBRMs, some BBRMs 
were held especially for the capacity building of young 
researchers. Five out of 13 capacity building BBRMs were 
held on topics such as Qualitative Methodology, Quantitative 
Methodology, Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability, and 
Learning (MEAL) Methodology, and Results Framework. 

POLICY RESEARCH
AND ADVOCACY
MEETING

Policy Research and Advocacy Meeting (PRAM) is a 
quarterly meeting of all the research and advocacy 
staff to have a collective understanding and updates of 
research and advocacy activities going on at SDPI. This 
year two PRAMs were held, i.e. one on 10th January 
2017, and another on 10th August 2017.

Research and advocacy staff shared all the activities 
performed by them. Researchers’ activities mainly included 
research projects, publications, articles published in 
newspapers and journals, targeted meetings with donors and 
policy makers, and proposal writing.

Advocacy staff shared their progress viz. media coverage 
of SDPI’s research outputs and the advocacy events like 
Monday seminars and report launches.

Team SDPI pose for a group photo at the conclusion of Retreat 2017 
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MEMORANDUMS 
OF
UNDERSTANDING

SDPI also works with its partner in a formal way.

This year four important MoUs were signed to cement 
research collaborations with:

i- Mehran University, Jamshoro 

ii- Thammsat University, Thailand

iii- Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry

iv- Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy

SDPI and Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy sign MoU

MoU signing between SDPI and Thammsat University, Thailand

Focal Person: Shakeel Ramay

ENGAGEMENTS
ABROAD

SDPI’s Executive Director, Dr Abid Suleri speaks at the COP 22, 2016.

SDPI Executive Director Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri speaks at the 10th 
South Asia Economic Summit (SAES X) held in November 2017, in 
Kathmandu, Nepal.

10th South Asia Economic Summit participants in Kathmandu, Nepal.
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PUBLICATIONS
AND
RESOURCE CENTRE

SECTION 7
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PUBLICATIONS 
“Research not published is research not done” is the SDPI motto. SDPI houses dedicated publication units, both for 
English and Urdu publications. Similarly, there are separate editorial boards for Urdu and English publications. 

In 2017, the institute has produced and published a large number of research publications on various themes and issues. 
(See Annexure 2)

Similarly, the SDPI’s research staff also contributed a broad range of research based articles, op-eds, write-ups, etc. to the 
mainstream newspapers and magazines. (See Annexure 4).
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ENGLISH
PUBLICATION
UNIT

Keeping up with new tracks and trails in sustainable 
development in the world, English publication Unit 
is responsible for documenting and showcasing the 
institute’s research publications while holding the policy 
research and policy advocacy together. Besides it 
strictly maintains the publications quality.

It also acts as a tool of outreach and advocacy with 
stakeholders. All the publications, including Monographs, 
Research Papers, Working Papers and Policy Briefs are 
peer reviewed by a panel of scholars and academics, as 
well as screened through Higher Education Commission’s 
plagiarism software. After a thorough technical review, all 
these publications undergo a rigorous editing process. The 
board also provides guidelines to authors and referees in 
connection with the research publications.

In addition, the unit publishes a quarterly News and 
Research Bulletin which comprises research articles of senior 
and junior researchers of SDPI. The unit is also responsible 
for an editorial review of the institute’s rest of the publications, 
including annual report, project publications, policy 
documents, etc.

Focal Person: Saleem Khilji

URDU
PUBLICATION
UNIT

Urdu Publication Unit is mainly engaged in translating 
books, articles, project questionnaires and research 
papers published in international journals by the SDPI 
researchers. 

Moreover, it also publishes Urdu periodicals, including a 
quarterly newsletter and an Urdu journal titled Dharti (Land), 
and Paidar Taraqee (Sustainable Development) respectively. 
Urdu publications are meant for wider audience to create 
awareness and disseminate SDPI research at grass roots 
level. The unit also undertakes translation work from other 
organizations and individuals as well. 

Focal Persons:  Ahmad Salim

AHMED
SALIM
RESOUCE CENTRE

Ahmad Salim Resource Centre (ASRC) serves as an 
information base for the multi-disciplinary research at 
the institute for general public, students, academia and 
the research scholars in the country and abroad. The 
center with 33,000 quality books, journals/magazines 
and other documents is one of the biggest information 
resources in the entire development sector in Pakistan.

In addition, audio/video cassettes, CDs/DVD-ROMs, digital 
files as well as online resources in the areas of development, 
environment, economic growth, education, gender, social 
sector agriculture and today’s hot topics like CPEC are also 
available at the centre. There is an exclusive section for 
government data publications. 

The centre facilitates the local, regional and international 
journals and periodicals to subscribe its publications. 
It receives more than 100 serials, including journals, 
periodicals, newsletters and weekly newspapers. Additional 
resources are available through Inter-Library Loan 
Programme and Publication Exchange Programme.

ASRC strives to provide information and knowledge 
to facilitate research and development on sustainable 
development issues in Pakistan. It has grown over the years 
evolving into an effective coherent mechanism of acquisition, 
processing, organization, creation and dissemination of 
information. It undertakes the following tasks: 

 •  Select and acquire appropriate resource/research 
information 

 •  Organize electronically the research information for 
easy access and use 

 •  Advise and assist people in searching through relevant 
databases 

 •  Information dissemination through publications such as 
periodicals/newsletters, books, papers, etc. 

 •  Network with libraries and information/ documentation 
centers 

ASRC Associate Coordinator Ali Aamir (3rd from left) during a 
discussion with library professionals at US Embassy in Islamabad
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VITUAL
LIBRARY

To facilitate the academia and development sector in 
Pakistan, SDPI knowledge bank is going online. Now, 
the virtual library can be accessed for downloading and 
retrieving research on different themes from across the 
world through subscription and registration.

ASRC NETWORKING

In order to enhance an access to information, the ASRC 
knowledge bank networks with national and regional 
thematically coherent organizations (See Annexure 9). 

The ASRC’s “Publication Exchange Programme” has a 
fraternity of at least 30 organizations.

Under this programme, SDPI publications are exchanged 
with books and other materials published by the partner 
organizations. The ASRC has a formal Inter-Library Loan 
arrangement with Pakistani libraries in Islamabad, Karachi, 
and Lahore. 

Besides, ASRC facilitates access to various databases (e.g. 
IDRC online database, HEC Digital Library databases as well 
as E-Library USA, World Bank) and online journals, enabling 
the researchers to consult and compare their work with that 
of contemporary researchers of their relevant fields. 

Focal Person: Ali Aamer

SDPI IN JSTOR
SDPI has partnered with JSTOR in its JSTOR Sustainability 
project. A total of 20 research institutes and 120+ scholarly 
journals are part of this initiative while this number is 
anticipated to be increased up to 40 institutes and 145 
scholarly journals at the end of 2018. This special section 
of JSTOR.org is devoted to the availability of publications 
related to Sustainability Studies that aims to guide users 
from a wide range of academic disciplines. Being part of this 
project, SDPI’s research reports are uploaded on JSTOR.org 
that has proved to increase its utility and impact at a large 
scale. 

SELECT ARTICLES PUBLISHED
IN NEWSPAPERS
Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri

Pakistan beyond 70
Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri August 13, 2017 2 Comments

On the 70th independence anniversary, listing some ‘mega 
trends’ and ‘game changers’ that will determine Pakistan’s 
future

Read More » http://tns.thenews.com.pk/pakistan-
beyond-70/#.WglBw4-CzIU 

Dr Vaqar Ahmed

Balance of payments and foreign policy
Asif Javed, Dr Vaqar Ahmed October 8, 2017 1 Comment

Pakistan’s weak trade diplomacy has pushed the current 
account deficit to over $12 billion

Read More »

http://tns.thenews.com.pk/balance-payments-foreign-
policy/#.WglDEo-CzIU
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Budget indicators and the PML-N
Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri June 4, 2017 1 Comment

The government should understand that GDP growth sans 
job creation and livelihood security means nothing to the 
ordinary citizens

Read More » http://tns.thenews.com.pk/
budget-indicators-pml-n/#.WglCA4-CzIU

Scheming for youth
Dr Vaqar Ahmed August 13, 2017 Leave a comment

Why youth programmes in public sector fail to deliver?

Read More »http://tns.thenews.com.pk/scheming-youth/#.
WglDT4-CzIU 

A borrowed growth!
Dr Vaqar Ahmed July 16, 2017 Leave a comment

Some missing elements in Pakistan’s economic growth

Read More » http://tns.thenews.com.pk/borrowed-growth/#.
WglEW4-CzIU

What stops Khyber Pakhtunkhwa from achieving 
possible development goals?
Read More » http://tns.thenews.com.pk/sustainable-
development/#.WglEhY-CzIU 

Sajid Amin Javed

Higher education — trends and challenges
Sajid Amin Javed December 4, 2016 Leave a comment

We need a system of education where the focus is on the 
potential of students to generate ideas

Read More » http://tns.thenews.com.pk/higher-edu-trends-
challenges/#.WglJtI-CzIU

Raja Taimur Hassan

How secure is Pakistan?
Published: December 23, 2016

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1273110/how-secure-is-pakistan/ 

Supreme authority in a democratic state
What if those 200 millio¬n people withhe¬ld their suppor¬t to 
parlia¬ment?

https://tribune.com.pk/story/1357324/supreme-authority-
democratic-state/

Junaid Zahid

Country witnesses no major change in political, economic 
structure. 

Corrupt governance system, land-owning political class keep 
economic reforms at bay.

https://tribune.com.pk/author/3786/junaid-zahid/
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LEARNING
AND
DEVELOPMENT

SECTION 8
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With the formation of CLD, CCB’s 25 years of learning and 
development have been translated into international trainings 
for the regional knowledge exchange partnership. The new 
name of the center was proposed by the CCB founding head 
Brig. (retd) Mohammad Yasin.

CCB was considered to be one of the best training centres in 
Pakistan. It capacitated more than 13,000 professionals, out 
of which about 40 per cent are women, which is a reason-
ably good ratio of gender empowerment in the developing 
countries scenario. More than 700 organizations, including 
South Asian think tanks, INGOs, UN bodies, public sector 
institutions, various ministries, academia, and institutions of 
higher learning are among the beneficiaries of the CLD con-
tribution. The center is famous for its activity-based learning, 
assimilation exercises, participatory approaches, and con-
genial learning environment. It engages the best and highly 
reputable trainers, facilitators and resource persons from its 
faculty and national and international market. The centre do 
not compromise on the content quality and resource persons. 
To maintain its position among the top learning institutes, a 
market survey is conducted every year to improve the quality 
of trainings by incorporating new trends in the learning and 
advance methodologies. The center also offers a variety of 
scholarships and discounts to the researchers, scholars, 
need based and gender discounts to its participants to pro-
mote the culture of knowledge transfer across generations.  
2017 is a milestone in the history of SDPI-CLD as the interna-
tional trainings have been launched in this year. The Center 
offers a variety of training workshops which falls in its broader 
theme of sustainable development.

TRAININGS 
CONDUCTED
DEC 2016 - NOV 2017

In-house Workshops 18

National Workshops 08

International Workshops 02

Total 28

IN-HOUSE 
CAPACITY 
BUILDING
SDPI believes in continuous professional development 
and allocate annual funds for the capacity development 
of its staff in their respective areas. Every year, a 
number of trainings are conducted for the staff by 
identifying their needs through a proper trainees’ need 
assessment. 

For the year 2016-17, CLD has conducted 16 trainings for its 
staff. (See Annexure 6). 

As SDPI- Centre for Learning and Development has launched 
its international training programme on the occasion of its 
silve jubilee celebrations. So far two international workshops 
have been conducted in a span of five months. Under this 
international capacity development programme, South Asian 
countries are focused to build individuals and institutional 
capacities on monitoring, evaluation, accountability, learning 
and governance components. 

FIRST
INTERNATIONAL
TRAINING
Excellence in Change Management and Impact 
Evaluation
The Centre for Learning and Development (CLD) at 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), in 
collaboration with International Development Research 

CENTRE
FOR LEARNING
AND DEVELOPMENT
With the launch of International Capacity Development Program at SDPI in 2017, the institute’s Center for Capacity 
Building (CCB) was replaced with Center for Learning and Development (CLD).
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Centre (IDRC), Canada, conducted a three-day 
interactive training workshop on Excellence in Change 
and Impact Evaluation from 18-20 July 2017 in Bangkok. 

The primary focus of the workshop was Monitoring, 
Evaluation, Accountability and Learning (MEAL). 

Committed mid-career researchers from 12 South Asian 
think tanks (mainly from Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka and Nepal) attended the workshop.  MEAL is an 
approach whereby the programmes are not only monitored 
and evaluated against targets, but also the findings of 
these activities are explicitly fed back into the programme 
decision-making and institutional learning processes. It is 
also important to reform the organizational structures and 
procedures to strengthen accountability mechanisms in a 
manner that uptake learning as an effective and integrated 
part of the projects, programmes and organizational 
structures. The MEAL training provided an opportunity to 
the researchers to enhance their analytical capabilities to 
expand the horizon of programme reviews and evaluations 
for a greater impact.  The MEAL approach can be adopted 
by think tanks and other development institutions to improve 
the evaluation systems and organizational way of thinking. 
Participants sufficiently adopted MEAL methodology and 
demonstrated the capabilities to incorporate it in their 
research and development programmes.

SECOND
INTERNATIONAL 
TRAINING
Institutional Leadership, Change Management 
and Impact Evaluation
SDPI’s Centre for Learning and Development (CLD) and 
International Development Research Centre (IDRC), 
Canada, conducted 2nd international workshop for the 
researchers working with international development 
organizations in South Asia and the Pacific. 

The three-day interactive training workshop on Institutional 
Leadership, Change Management and Impact Evaluation 
aimed to strengthen the competencies of institutional leaders 
working on sustainable development, change management 
and impact evaluations in the region. 

The broader theme of the workshop was to furnish 
the durable mechanisms for Monitoring, Evaluation, 
Accountability and Learning (MEAL) to reflect the outcomes 
and impact of the research and development work being 
done by the think tanks and INGOs. The workshop was held 
at Bangkok, Thailand from 1-3 November 2017. Senior and 
mid-career researchers from 13 South Asian and Chinese 
think tanks from Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, 
Nepal, and China attended the workshop. 

MEAL is a globally recognized and most advanced 
approach which is used to measure systematic progress 
and performance of the projects and programmes for 
a greater impact, visibility and learning. It helps the 
programme and policy makers to improve the quality of 
works evaluated against each targets and identity besides 
improving the gaps to incorporate in the future programmes 

for institutional learning processes. It also helps improve the 
also organizational structures and procedures to strengthen 
accountability mechanisms within the organizations and 
across the programmes. The broader aim of the workshop 
was to build synergies among research leaders for an 
integrated approach on policy decisions and monitoring 
mechanism for greater impact. 

SUMMER
INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAMME 2017

Summer Internship Program (SIP) 2017 (third batch) 
was launched after adopting a proper process of 
screening and interview of candidates. Potential 
students were selected to offer summer internship. It 
was an eight-week programme launched on July 6 and 
was accomplished on August 30, 2017. 

A total of 22 under-graduate and graduate students 
from various disciplines of 10 universities and academic 
institutions attended this two-month summer internship. 
A closing ceremony was held on August 28, 2017. All 
the interns were awarded certificates on the successful 
completion of their assignments and course work. Interns 
also actively participated in the SDPI’s silver jubilee 
celebrations and Pakistan’s Independence Day celebrations. 
They also shared their experiences and learnings during their 
stay at SDPI. 

EXTERNAL
LINKAGES  AND
COORDINATION PROGRAMME
Thammasat University delegation’s visit to SDPI

 •  SDPI has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Thammasat University, Bangkok on 21st July 
2017. Under this MoU, a delegation consisted of four 
members from Thammasat University visited SDPI on 
September 29, 2017 to discuss research and capacity 
development initiatives. Besides the delegation also 
reviewed how to promote and strengthen bilateral 
relations between the two countries in connection with 
trade, economy and cultural exchange. 

 • Organization of international meetings

 •  CLD team held a meeting with Dr Mia Mikic, Director, 
Trade, Investment and Innovation Division, UN ESCAP, 
Bangkok. In this meeting, possible options were 
explored to work together on the issues of common 
interest.

 •  CLD team also held a meeting with Mr Srinivas Tata, 
Chief of Capacity Development and Partnership 
Section, Strategy and Programme Management 
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Division, UN ESCAP. Mr Tata suggested to prepare 
a concrete proposal from SDPI and CDP Section at 
UN-ESCAP for a greater cooperation between the two 
institutions to sign a MOU.

HEC Faculty Development team’s visit to SDPI 

A delegation of faculty members and researchers from HEC 
at SDPI on October 24, 2017. Special lecture on the Role of 
Institutional Leadership in a changing learning environment 
was also delivered by the SDPI Executive Director to the HEC 
members. 

Focal person: Shahid Minhas
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RESEARCH 
SUPPORT

SECTION 9
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NK-MIS
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
UNIT
Soon after the establishment of SDPI in 1992, a 
Management Information Service (MIS) unit was set 
up which started providing IT related services to the 
staff members. Later on, with the growing needs of 
technology and to keep pace with modern technology, 
the unit improved its services, and till today is constantly 
working to achieve the numerous goals and provide its 
users with the latest technologies and services. 

Late Nasir Khan, who was the head of MIS unit, was 
committed to run the unit on modern lines; he used all his 
synergies and skills to achieve the organizational objectives 
by providing a secure and stable infrastructure, connectivity, 
and other IT and networking  services. However, after his 
death in 2011, he predecessors continued to follow in 
his footsteps. In 2012, the MIS unit was dedicated to late 
Nasir Khan. Now it is named as Nasir Khan-Management 
Information Service (NK-MIS) unit. 

The new team further improved the functioning of SDPI 
departments by bringing a discipline in its IT infrastructure. 

The server room was upgraded with all the standard facilities 
to cope with any disaster. As a part of its business continuity 
plan, NK-MIS is providing its users with shared drives so that 
they might save their data on these drives from where the 
data is put up in back up every week. Steps are being taken 
to move its services to cloud computing so that data remains 
available to the users in any part of the world as well as to 
prevent data loss in case of any disaster. 

On the part of data communication side, NK-MIS has done 
hardware up gradation. All the users have been provided with 
laptops so that they could work from any part of the world.  
Runtime standalone servers have been replaced with virtual 
servers. All IT services have been shifted to long backups so 
as to cope with power issue. The unit also provides system 
and network security. This year, many security enhancements 
and audit compliance were implemented.

Now the network plan has been developed using an 
appropriate LAN cable infrastructure and placing gigabit 
cisco switches so that high speed of IT services can reach to 
the users without any delay. 

NK-MIS is also developing a mobile app which will provide 
all research base data in the hands of end users. Users 
can view live stream, updated agenda of conferences, 
notifications, themes of working, etc. The mobile app can be 
run through android, iPhone and tab.

RESEARCH
SUPPORT
UNITS
Research support comprises a bouquet of six units, which provide financial, logistic and information technology 
support to the researchers and its affiliated staff so that latter might perform their official activities smoothly in the 
country and abroad. These units are on the one hand are linked with each other, and on the other have greater 
coordination with the research, advocacy, and training components of the institute. All the support units are integral 
to the smooth functioning of organizational mechanisms, which are intrinsic to quality research output. SDPI 
operates through the following support units.
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With its upgraded and reliable server’s infrastructure, the 
unit has the ability to live stream four parallel sessions at the 
same time.

During Sustainable Development Conference, NK MIS 
deploys its own network infrastructure at the venue to provide 
uninterrupted services to users. The services include: live 
streaming, printing, internet, audio/ video calling, IT setups in 
halls, etc.

Focal Person: Adnan Hasan

FINANCE
UNIT
Finance Unit is responsible for ensuring financial 
sustainability of the organization by putting in place 
efficient strategies in alignment with the mission and 
vision of the organization. Moreover, effective and 
efficient financial operations is the key strength of 
the unit, safeguarding of assets and compliance with 
applicable laws and regulations is also an important 
part of the financial management. The unit undertakes 
the following tasks:

 •  Budget planning and variance thereof and controls 
financial accounting and related matters

 •  Statutory, donor specific, external and internal financial 
and management reporting.

SDPI has achieved certification from Pakistan Center for 
Philanthropy for Income Tax Exemption. Finance Unit also 
provides trainings on various important financial schemes 
and matters, including Tax Planning and Filing Income Tax 
Returns, Training for Non-Financial Managers, Training on 
QuickBooks 2016, Training Session on Planning Budget and 
Cost and Benefit Analysis, and Writing Funding Proposals for 
Research Projects. 

Focal Person: Muhammad Shaban

INTERNAL AUDIT
AND COMPLIANCE
UNIT
Internal Audit and  Compliance  Unit,  while doing 
functional reporting  to the Board of Governors’ Finance  
and  Audit Committee  and administrative reporting  to 
the Executive Director, is responsible for planning  and  
conducting  operational,  financial and  compliance  
audits and  reviews.

It covers the strategic, operational, financial and compliance 
risks to evaluate the effectiveness of internal controls and 
ensure compliance with legal laws and requirements. It gives 
value added evidence based recommendations to senior 
management using Computer-assisted audit techniques 
(CAATs). Internal audit is equipped with the professional staff, 

which conducts trainings in collaboration with Finance Unit 
and Center for Capacity Building.

Focal Person: Ijlal Ashraf

HUMAN
RESOURCES
UNIT
SDPI’s Human Resources (HR) unit provides the 
organization with structure and the ability to meet 
organizational needs through managing its most 
valuable resources - its employees. HR aims to provide 
employees a congenial work environment for their 
learning and intellectual growth. The unit partners 
with research fellows and managers to attract, recruit, 
develop and retain the talented staff.

It is the mission of the HR unit to develop, implement and 
support programmes and processes that add value to the 
institute and its employees, leading to improved employee 
welfare, empowerment, growth, and retention within 
the limited resources. SDPI has established policy and 
procedures for all areas of human resources management.  
Supervisors in consultation with their staff make annual 
workplans and SMART goals for annual performance 
evaluations. SDPI awards performance based renewal 
contracts to staff.  SDPI staff is provided health and life 
insurance, provident and gratuity fund. All the data related to 
the staff is kept with the HR unit. 

One of the biggest achievements of HR unit this year is 
its transformation to Human Resources Organizational 
Development (HROD). Organizational Development (OD) 
is the ongoing attempt to improve overall productivity and 
efficiency of the institute. Through OD, we are able to solve 
problems within the organization. Some of the elements of 
organizational development that this unit is able to achieve 
include capacity building, career progression path through 
mentorship programme, happy hour, structured orientation 
plan, and better health and safety plan for the employees. 

In the current year, 10 new researchers joined SDPI. Five 
core / support employees were recruited and services of six 
staff members were regularized. In the projects, 80 short-
term consultants / field staff were hired, 8 visiting fellows / 
researchers were affiliated, 10 internships were awarded 
and 5 volunteers were taken onboard. Contracts of all staff 
members were renewed on satisfactory performance and 
seven employees were promoted. 11 staff members left the 
organization for career progression. 

SDPI staff members attended different training workshops 
throughout the year and researchers were invited to 38 
international workshops and conferences where they 
presented country specific and regional research studies / 
papers.

Focal Person: Humayun Farooq
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ADMINISTRATION
UNIT
Administration department is backbone of an 
organization, which smoothly runs its operations and 
delivers on time. Office administration is one of the key 
elements associated with the high level of workplace 
productivity and efficiency. It is very difficult to run an 
organization without a good administration faculty. An 
effective administrator is an asset to an organization.

Office administration is a set of day-to-day activities that 
relates to financial and strategic planning of events, record 
keeping and billing. The unit is responsible for providing a 
conducive environment to the staff not only in the office but 
also in the field. Provision of logistics to its staff within an 
organization is the basic responsibility of the unit.

 During the 25 years, several initiatives were taken to 
improve the efficiency of the unit. The unit fully relies on the 
automation of systems to save time and energy of the staff. 
Its role in organizing different policy outreach events of the 
institute is paramount.

Focal Person: Ansar Mehmood Janjua

PROCUREMENT
UNIT
Established in 2015, Procurement Unit mainly deals in 
all sorts of purchases, planning and implementation of 
various projects. The unit facilitates the research and 
other staff regarding procurement within and outside the 
country. 

With the assistance of the unit, SDPI enjoys cash free 
procurement of goods and services all over Pakistan.

The unit is guided by a Procurement Committee at the 
institute in decision-making so as to keep the process clean 
and transparent.

Focal Person: Ahmed Nisar
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ONCE SDPIAN, 
ALWAYS SDPIAN

SECTION 10
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PAST AND PRESENT

Former SDPI executive director, Dr Shahrukh Rafi Khan (left), SDPI Executive Director, Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri (centre), and 
Founder Executive Director, Dr Tariq Banori (right) in a happy mood.

SDPI SILVER JUBILEE AND PAKISTAN DAY CELEBRATIONS

(L to R) Senior Advisor Dr Mahmood Khwaja, SDC Director Ms Uzma T. Haroon, Chairman SDPI BoG Mr Shafqat Kakekhel, 
Senior Advisor Brig. (retd) Mohammad Yasin, Executive Director Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, and Senior Advisor Ahmed Salim at 
the cake-cutting ceremony. 
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Dr Abid Suleri performs flag-hoisting ceremony on Pakistan Day. 

FLAG HOISTING ON INDEPENDENCE DAY
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SDPI Senior Advisor Brig. (retd) Mohammad Yasin shares his memories with staff on Silver Jubilee.

SDPI staff pose for a group photo on the occasion of institute’s Silver Jubilee celebrations.

SILVER JUBILEE 
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SDPI support staff with the executive director on the occasion of SDPI Silver Jubilee celebrations.

SDPI staff show a poster at the celebrations. 
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FAREWELL

SDPI Research Fellows Dr Imran Khalid & Dr Shehryar and Senior Advisor Mahmood Khawja present bouquet to Dr Fahad 
Saeed on his farewell.

Dr Fahad Saeed along with SDPI staff on his farewell party.
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ANNUAL PICNIC

SDPI staff and families enjoy in snow during the Annual Picnic. 
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DINNER AT SDPI

Prof. Ahsan Iqbal shares his views during dinner organized by SDPI.

Chief guest Prof. Ahsan Iqbal arrives at a dinner function.
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ANNEXURES

SECTION 11
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SDPI STAFF AS OF DEC 2017

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri

Executive Director

Dr Imran Saqib Khalid

Research Fellow

Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja

Senior Advisor, Chemicals 
and Sustainable Industrial 
Development

Abbas Murtaza Maken

Project Trainee

Abdul Rauf

Training Assistant

Ahad Nazir

Project Coordinator

Ahmad Mujtaba

Finance Trainee

Ahmed Awais Khaver

 Research Assistant

Ali Aamer Javed

Associate Coordinator, ASRC

Amber Tasawwur

SDC Assistant

Anderyas Yousaf

Support Staff

Ansar Mehmood Janjua

Manager Administration & 
Logistics

Asif Javed

Project Associate

Ayesha Amjad Qaisrani

Research Associate

Azhar Nazir

Assistant Internal Auditor

Brig.(retd) Mohammad Yasin 

Senior Advisor for Capacity 
Building

Ahmad Shah Durrani

Project Assistant

Muhammad Salim Khawaja

 Senior Advisor, Education & 
Religious Diversity
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Faizan Rasool

Project Assistant

Ghamz e Ali Siyal

Research Assistant
Dr. Humera Ishfaq

Urdu Editor

Research Fellow

Humayun Farooq

Human Resources Coordinator

Iftikhar Ahmad

NLE Editor & Cameraman

Ijlal Ashraf

Internal Auditor

Imran Ali Khan

Cameraman

Imran Khan

Admin Assistant

Imrana Niazi

SDC Coordinator

Dr Sajid Amin Javed

Research Fellow

Dr Vaqar Ahmed

Deputy Executive Director

Dr Shehryar Khan Toru

 Research Fellow

Irfan Ahmad Chatha

Assistant Research 
Coordinator

Jawad Khalid

Intern

Kashmala Chaudhry

Project Associate

Khair Uddin

Consultant (Business 
Development)

Manzoor Ahmad

Web Developer 
(MYSQL,PHP)

Malik Sohail Shahzad

Senior Cameraman
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Maryum Waqar

Survey Consultant

Mehreen Iqbal

Project Assistant

Mehwish Akhter

Human Resources 
Officer

Moazzam Sharif Bhatti

Senior Coordinator, External 
Policy Influencing

Mohammad Talal Akhter

Project Trainee

Muhammad Awais Umar

Research Assistant

Muhammad Hamza

Assistant Finance

Muhammad Idrees

Assistant Accounts

Muhammad Khurshid

Driver

Muhammad Riaz

Driver

Muhammad Saleem Khilji

Senior English Editor

Muhammad Shaban

Senior Manager Finance

Nabila Kanwal

Project Assistant

Nisar Ahmed

Procurement Officer

Rabia Manzoor

Senior Research 
Associate

Rabia Tabassum

Project Associate

Raja Taimur Hassan

Correspondent / Producer

Rana Junaid Zahid

Project Associate
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Saadiya Razzaq

Team Leader & Senior Research 
Associate

Sadaf Liaquat

Research Associate

Saeed Ur Rasheed

Web Developer 
(MYSQL,PHP)

Sahar Basharat David

Executive Secretary

Saima Mughal

Receptionist

Samavia Batool

Research Associate

Shafqat Aziz

Head Advocacy &  
Campaigns

Shafqat Munir Ahmad

 Associate Research Fellow & 
Director Policy Campaigns and 
Communication

Shahbaz Tufail

Advocacy Assistant

Shahid Minhas

Training Manager

Shahid Rasul

Library Associate

Shakeel Ahmad Ramay

Senior Research 
Associate

Sohail Younis

Support Staff

Sonia Iftikhar

Support Staff

Syed Adnan Hassan

Coordinator, NK-MIS

Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi

Project Associate

Syed Asim Raza Sherazi

Media Associate

Syed Hassan Murtaza

Associate Trainer
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Syed Mohsin Ali Kazmi

Senior Data Manager & 
Research Associate

Syed Shujaat Ahmed

Project Associate

Syeda Rubab Bokhari

Project Trainee

Tahir Ahmad Dhindsa

Head SDTV

Tasawar Hussain

Office Assistant

Tayyaba Hanif

SDC Assistant 
Coordinator

Umair Mehmood

IT Officer

Uzma Tariq Haroon

Director SDC Unit

Wajid Ali

Project Assistant

Waqar Ahmed

Project Assistant

Yamna Arshad

Project Assistant

Yasir Dil

Digital Campaigns & 
Communications Officer

Ghulam Hassan

Driver
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LIST OF THE EMPLOYEES
WHO WERE ASSOCIATED WITH 
SDPI DURING 2016-17

S.No Name Designation

2. Asif Mehmood                                   Associate Trainer 

3. Ayesha Saeed                                      WHO Database Officer

4. Dr Fahad Saeed                                  Research Fellow

5. Fariha Sarwar                                         Intern

6. Dilawar Nazir                                        Office Assistant

7. Ghulam Mujtaba                                 Intern

8. Ifflah Farooq                                         Intern

9. Huma Khan                                             Project Associate

10. Liaquat Qazi                                            Intern

11. Muhammad Asad Riaz                       Assistant Finance Officer

12. Muhammad Adnan                             Research Associate

13. Maryam Shabbir Abbassi                   Policy Outreach Officer

14. Riddah Ellahi                                           Assistant Research Coordinator

15. Shehryar Haq                                         Data & IT Specialist

16. Muhammad Haris                                Assistant Accounts Officer

17. Sanaa Sherbaz Khetran                    Sr. Advocacy Officer

18. Tahira Qureshi                                      Field Coordinator

19. Sehrish Ahmed Awan                        Assistant Finance Officer

20. Shazia Khan                                            Project Assistant

21. Syed Fazal Hussain Bukhari              Project Assistant

22. Tehreem Hasan Syed                         Communications Consultant

23. Waqas Imran                                         Statistician

24. Zaeem Mujhaid                                    Intern
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A BRIEF HISTORY
OF PAST SDC
SERIES AND ITS OUTCOME
First SDC (1995)
The First SDC, titled: The Green Economics Conference 
focused on the interaction between economics and 
environment.

It included research papers on trade, fiscal 
policy, Environmental Impact Assessments 
(EIAs), green accounting, forestry, energy, 
industry, and urban environment. In the 
aftermath of this conference, an anthology 
titled: Green Economics was published.

Second SDC (1996)
The Second SDC highlighted the broad theme of sustainable 
development, including pollution abatement, resource 
management, conservation of biodiversity.

The transfer and use of technology, trade and 
environment, human development and 
poverty alleviation, and social capital and 
governance. The conference was successful 
in highlighting key issues facing Pakistan and 
bringing out the latest thinking and analysis 
to identify solutions. The anthology produced 
as a result of conference proceedings was 
PAKISTAN – To The Future with Hope.

Third SDC (1998)
The theme of the third SDC was A Dialogue on Environment 
and Natural Resource Conservation. The conference focused 
on stimulating dialogue on practical policy options for key 
environmental challenges being faced by Pakistan.

The two broad thematic areas of Urban 
Environment and Natural Resources 
concentrated on urban pollution, water 
resource management, deforestation and 
sustainable agriculture with presentations by 
experts from Pakistan and South Asia. The 
anthology produced as a result of the 
conference proceedings was Can the 
Environment in Pakistan Wait?

Fourth SDC (2000)
The fourth SDC titled Discourse on Human Security mainly 
focused on the changes and improvements in government 
policies and practice with regard to human security.

The conference was designed to create 
awareness among senior policy-makers, key 
federal and provincial government officials 
and civil society groups like the media and 
non-government organizations on security 
issues.

Fifth SDC (2002)
The fifth SDC titled Sustainable Development and Southern 
Realities: Past and Future in South Asia re-examined the 
conceptualisation and implementation of sustainable 
development in its multiple dimensions: economic, political, 
social, and moral.

The delegates scrutinised and consolidated 
some of the ideas presented at the World 
Summit on Sustainable Development in 
Johannesburg, and resituated debates in 
the South Asian context. The anthology 
produced as a result of the conference 
proceedings was Sustainable Development 
and Southern Realities Past and Future in 
South Asia.

Sixth SDC (2003)
The overarching theme of the sixth SDC was Sustainable 
Development: Bridging the Research/Policy Gaps in Southern 
Contexts. It focused on the problematique of knowledge 
production in the South. It explored policy/research gaps 
in two directions: in some places policy needs to be fed by 
better research;

while in others, policy needs to take better 
account of existing solid research. It focused 
on the ways and means for translating this 
knowledge into effective policy initiatives 
locally, nationally, regionally and 
internationally by identifying the multiple 
gaps between research and policies in 
different sectors. The anthology titled 
Sustainable Development: Bridging the 

Research/Policy gaps in Southern Contexts came out as a 
result of this SDC.

ANNEXURE 1
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Seventh SDC (2004)
Troubled Times: Sustainable Development and Governance 
in the Age of Extremes was the overarching theme of the 
seventh SDC that took up the key questions such as whether 
there is sound governance around development and whether 
this is ensuring just development?

Whether there is more sharing of resources, 
including natural and institutional? Is there a 
strengthening of regional and international 
institutions? How much progress has been 
achieved in South Asia vis-à-vis 
governance? Is government more 
transparent today than it was a decade ago? 
Have governments kept their promises to the 
marginalised, whether the poor, women or 

minorities? The anthology titled Troubled Times: Sustainable 
Development and Governance in the Age of Extremes came 
out as a result of this SDC.

Eighth SDC (2005)
The eighth SDC titled At the Crossroads: South Asian 
Research, Policy and Development in a Globalized World 
examined the multiple facets of sustainable development in 
the contexts of South Asia.

The speakers discussed how problems and 
issues in South Asia could be dealt 
effectively at various levels based on prior 
experience of successful policy 
interventions. The anthology titled At the 
Crossroads: South Asian Research, Policy 
and Development in a Globalized World 
came out as a result of this SDC.

Ninth SDC (2006)
The ninth SDC titled Missing Links in Sustainable 
Development (SD): South Asian Perspectives aimed at 
identifying the missing links in sustainable development for 
South Asia and proposed fillers for those.

The region’s pool of cutting-edge academics 
was tapped and top researchers invited 
together with policy-makers, activists and 
other relevant stakeholders for a vibrant 
three-day debate. The anthology titled 
Missing Links in Sustainable Development 
(SD): South Asian Perspectives came out as 
a result of this SDC.

Tenth SDC (2007)
The tenth SDC titled Sustainable Solutions: A Spotlight on 
South Asian Research explored the sustainable solutions to 
problems such as poverty, illiteracy, mortality and morbidity, 
environmental degradation and disaster management, 
gender inequality, insecurity, violence and history.

It focused on looking at both innovative 
solutions, as well as indigenously developed 
alternatives that have survived generations 
of development. The anthology titled 
Sustainable Solutions: A Spotlight on South 
Asian Research came out as a result of this 
SDC.

Eleventh SDC (2008)

Peace and Sustainable Development in South Asia: 
Issues and Challenges of Globalisation was the theme of 
the eleventh SDC which discussed various issues such 
as where we stand in solving the dilemmas of inequality, 
poverty, climate change and energy scarcity, natural 
resources degradation, trade liberalisation policies, food 
insecurity, violence and conflict, re-writing history, and poor 
governance.

The conference aimed to explore how 
resolving some non-conventional security 
threats may turn into added dividends for 
peace. The anthology titled Peace and 
Sustainable Development in South Asia: 
Issues and Challenges of Globalization 
came out as a result of this SDC.

Twelfth SDC (2009)
The twelfth SDC titled Fostering Sustainable Development 
in South Asia: Responding to Challenges focused on the six 
‘Fs’ crises - issues related to food, fuel, frontiers, functional 
democracy and the fragility of climate.

Scholars from South Asia and other regions 
were invited to delve further on these issues 
and shared with the audience where South 
Asia stands today vis-à-vis coping with the 
six “Fs” crises facing the region. Gender 
remained a crosscutting theme. The 
anthology titled Fostering Sustainable 
Development in South Asia: Responding To 
Challenges came out as a result of this SDC.

Thirteenth SDC (2010)
The thirteenth SDC titled Peace and Sustainable 
Development in South Asia: The Way Forward deliberated 
on how economic challenges could be handled with positive 
results in terms of natural resources, while at the same time 
increasing the capacity and effectiveness of institutions.

The panels covered themes such as 
post-flood situation in Pakistan, food 
insecurity, energy and financial crisis, the 
issue of land acquisition, trade and financial 
liberalisation, social protection, the 
eradication of violence against women, the 
role of think tanks in peace and sustainable 
development, sound management of 
chemicals, climate change, religious 

diversity, labour issues, etc. The anthology titled Fostering 
Sustainable Development in South Asia: Responding To 
Challenges came out as a result of this SDC. 
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Fourteenth SDC (2011)

The fourteenth SDC titled Redefining Paradigms of 
Sustainable Development in South Asia featured a broad 
spectrum of themes:

livelihood, governance,  literature, Sufism, 
poverty, geo-politics, forest management, 
REDD+, social accountability, 18th  
Amendment, land rights, food security, 
education financing, feminism, economic 
non-cooperation, water governance, and, 
energy and sustainability. The anthology 
titled Redefining Paradigms of Sustainable 
Development in South Asia came out as a 
result of this SDC.

Fifteenth SDC (2012)
The overarching theme of the fifteenth SDC was Sustainable 
Development in South Asia: 

Shaping the Future analyzed how things will 
look 20, 30 or even 50 years from now, 
threw light on issues that will be looming 
large, made concrete suggestions on how 
to overcome future challenges, and, gave 
practical policy recommendations about a 
sustainable South Asia. The anthology titled 
Sustainable Development in south Asia: 
Shaping the Future came out as a result of 
this SDC.

Sixteenth SDC (2013)
Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow was the theme of the 
Sixteenth SDC, which highlighted our present position and 
inclination to forecast and potentially modify our decisions 
that may improve our tomorrow.

Under various sub-themes, the conference 
brought to attention that failure to act 
urgently is premised on the argument that 
waiting for another tomorrow for action will 
result in wasting opportunities that may not 
be available ever again. The anthology 
titled Creating Momentum: Today is 
Tomorrow  came out as a result of this SDC.

Seventeenth SDC (2014)
The Seventeenth SDC titled Pathways to Sustainable 
Development looked at leadership change in China, Pakistan, 
Iran, Bangladesh, India, and Afghanistan that could hold the 
key to shaping development pathways in this South Asia.

The region needs political and executive 
leadership that has a commitment to 
strategize for peace and human security 
and raise tangible safeguards for the 
political economy of the region while 
engaging with the primary stakeholders, i.e. 
the people. In this backdrop, issues of 
climate change, migration, sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth, sharing energy 

resources across the region, environmental challenges, food 
security, human rights, women in the peace process, regional 
connectivity, etc. The anthology titled Pathways to 
Sustainable Development came out as a result of this SDC.

Eighteenth SDC (2015)
The Eighteenth SDC titled Securing Peace and Prosperity 
had a thinkers’ agenda, a gathering of regional think tanks 
working closely with policy-makers of their respective 
countries and representatives of existing and potential 
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
member countries - a congregation of visionaries in 
Islamabad. 

It focused on understanding regional integration and the 
attempt of SAARC countries at various forums in 2015 to 
establish new corridors to achieve sustainable development 
in the region and beyond.

The same year Eighth South Asia Economic 
Summit (SAES), the premier regional 
platform for debate and analysis of politico-
socio-economic issues and problems facing 
South Asia, was also held. The summit 
brought together stakeholders to review and 
reflect current issues facing South Asian 
countries. The overarching theme of the 
SAES was Regional Cooperation for 

Sustainable Development in South Asia. The anthology titled 
Securing Peace and Development came out as a result of 
SDC and SAES

Nineteenth SDC (2016)
The overarching theme of the Nineteenth SDC was 
Sustainable Development:  Envisaging the Future Together. It 
focused on cooperation between developed and developing 
countries for sustainable development, Sustainable 
Development Goals, and human centredness.

The themes highlighted in this conference 
were recovering from conflict, SDGs, trade, 
economic growth, environment, sustainable 
energy, regional economic integration, 
minority rights, disaster management and 
preparedness, climate change, youth 
employment, gender and demography, 
gender and democracy, etc. The anthology 
titled Sustainable Development: Envisaging 

The Future Together came out as a result of this SDC
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RESEARCH
PUBLICATIONS
NOV 2016 - OCT 2017
Working Papers Series

Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date(s)

W-162

Impact of human capital on economic growth: 
Evidence from Pakistan

Syed Mohsin Kazmi, Kazim Ali and Ghamze Ali

October 26, 2017

W-161

How government funds help to reduce 
poverty? A case study of CIF & BISP in Sindh

Junaid Zahid and Mohsin Kazmi

September 12, 2017

W-SLRC

The role of local institutions in conflict-
affected Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan (SLRC 
Publication)

Abid Suleri, Babar Shahbaz, Steve Commins and 
Irina Mosel

September 7, 2017

W-PRISE

Mapping the cotton value chain in Pakistan: 
A preliminary assessment for identification 
of climate vulnerabilities & pathways to 
adaptation

Samavia Batool & Fahad Saeed

May 29, 2017

W-160

Is FDI growth enhancing: An exploration from 
OIC member countries

Dr. Sajid Amin Javed & Nasim Shah Shirazi

February 7, 2017

W-SLRC

Tracking change in livelihoods, service 
delivery and governance: Evidence from a 
2012-2015 panel survey in Pakistan

Babar Shahbaz, Abid Suleri, Mohsin Ali and 
Huma Khan

January 10, 2017

W-159

Freedom of expression in Pakistan: A myth or 
a reality

Sadaf Liaquat, Ayesha Qaisrani and Elishma Noel 
Khokhar

November 1, 2016

Policy Brief Series
Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date(s) 
PB-58 Another war is looming

Rubab Syed and Junaid Zahid

October 19, 2017
PB-57 Pakistan’s highly taxed Telecom market: Fall out 

and impact

Brig. Muhammad Yasin

June 2017
PB-56 Poisonous cosmetics: Regulating mercury 

containing skin whitening creams (SWCs) in 
Pakistan

Mahmood A. Khwaja and S. Waqar Ali

April 2017

Policy Review/Analyses
Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date (s) 

PR/A-1

Revitalizing economy by balancing defence & 
development

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri

June 8, 2017

PR/A-2

Going In circles

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri

June 2, 2017

PR/A-3

Belt road initiative: View from across the border

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri

May 19, 2017

PR/A-4

ECO Summit heralds a win-win situation for all 
members

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri

May 15, 2017

PR/A-5

Ongoing census is like going for general medical 
test...

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri

May 8, 2017

PR-1

Zero political power for zero hunger in Pakistan: 
How food security is undermined by political power 
players

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri

April 18, 2017

PR-2

Competition and intellectual property in Pakistan

Rabia Manzoor, Dr. Vaqar Ahmed and Ghulam Samad

December 31, 2017

ANNEXURE 2
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Research Report Series
Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date (s) 

RR-1

The effect of public sector development 
expenditures and investment on economic growth: 
Evidence from Pakistan

Syed Shujaat Ahmed  & Asif Javed 

July 19, 2017

RR-2

The Environmental Impact of GSP+ in Pakistan

Presentation by former ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel

May 25, 2017

RR-3

Cotton value chain in Pakistan: A preliminary 
assessment of climate vulnerabilities

Samavia Batool

March 15, 2017

RR-4

The effect of oil prices and regime switches on 
real effective exchange rate in Pakistan: A markov 
regime switching approach 

Syed Shujaat Ahmed & Abdul Qaiyum

January 24, 2017

RR-5

Trade winds of change women entrepreneurs on 
the rise in South Asia

December 31, 2016

RR-6

The role of youth in sustainable development - 
Perspectives from South Asia

Anam Khan, Asif Javed, Samavia Batool, Fazal 
Hussain, Hamid Mahmood and Dr. Vaqar Ahmed

December 22, 2016

Discussion Paper
Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date (s) 

D-1

Gaps and challenges in public financing of 
education in Pakistan

Rabia Tabassum, Junaid Zahid, Khadija Saleem

December 21, 2016

Policy Paper (Monetary Policy Brief)
Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date (s) 

PP-41

Exchange rate and external competitiveness: A case 
of Pakistan

Dr. Sajid Amin Javed, Wajid Ali & Dr Vaqar Ahmed

December 16, 2016

Project Publications
Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date (s) 

PR-1

Ensuring citizen participation and oversight in 
budget making process at district level in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP)

September 12, 2017

PR-2

Migration futures in Asia and Africa: Economic 
opportunities and distributional effects - the case of 
Pakistan

Dr. Abid Suleri, Dr. Fahad Saeed, Dr. Imran Khalid and 
Samavia Batool

August 31, 2017

PR-3

Situational analysis report: Scenario planning 
based participatory urban growth management 
plans using ICT

Department of Urban and Regional Planning, National 
University of Sciences and Technology, Islamabad

August 3, 2017

PR-4

Recovering from war and living in hope: Fruit and 
vegetable markets in Pakistan’s Swat Valley

Abid Q. Suleri, Babar Shahbaz and Qasim Ali Shah 

November 2, 2016

Books, Reports and Conference Proceedings
Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date (s) 

BRCP-1

Guidance to the Chemicals in Products (CiP) 
Programme for non-governmental organizations 
representing the public interest (NGOs)

Olga Speranskaya, Mahmood A. Khwaja and Brian 
Kohler

June 29, 2017

Contributed Chapter Series
Code Titles, Authors/s, Publish Date

CCS-1

Internal Migration and Labour Mobility in Pakistan

Sadia Ishfaq, Vaqar Ahmed, Danish Hassan and Asif 
Javed

June 22, 2017

CCS-2

�ڑاھؤ ار �چ رکیسن: ابتدہل رشح می ا�ت

Dr. Sajid Amin Javed & Dr Vaqar Ahmed

June 5, 2017

CCS-3

ابتدہل رشح ےک وحاےل ےس طلغ وصتر

Dr. Sajid Amin Javed, Dr. Vaqar Ahmed & Wajid Ali

June 5, 2017

CCS-4

Challenges to social accountability and service 
delivery in Pakistan

Muhammad Hamza Abbas Dr. Vaqar Ahmed

December 30, 2016

CCS-5

Chapter -5: India- Pakistan Trade: Perspectives 
from the automobile sector in Pakistan

Dr. Vaqar Ahmed and Samavia Batool

December 16, 2016

CCS-6

Chapter – 7: India – Pakistan Trade: A case study of 
the pharmaceutical sector

Dr. Vaqar Ahmed and Samavia Batool

December 16, 2016
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Chapter 7: Trade and transit cooperation with 
Afghanistan: Results from a firm-level survey from 
Pakistan

 

Anthologies/Books
Code Title (s), Author (s), Publication Date (s) 

SD-16

Securing Peace and Prosperity

Imrana Nazi, Sarah S. Aneeal and Uzma T. Haroon

December 6, 2016

PB-
Book

Policy Briefs for Sustainable Development in 
Pakistan

25th Anniversary Silver Jubilee Publication

July 27, 2017

R-1

A Review of Federal Budget 2017-18

Budget 2017-18, Sustainability, Taxes, GDP, GST, 
revenues, taxpayers, debts, development, energy

June 16, 2017

Annual Report
Code Title, Author, Publication Date  

AR-20

Annual Report 2016

Editors: Saleem Khilji and Tehreem Hasan Syed

December 6, 2016

Periodicals

J-1

Research & News Bulletin [Quarterly]

• Vol. 23, No. 3 (July-September 2016)

• Vol. 23, No. 4 (October December2016 Special 
SDC Bulletin)

• Vol. 24, No. 1-2 (Jan-June 2017)

• Vol. 24, No. 3 (July September 2017)

 J-2

Dharti [Language Urdu, Frequency Quarterly]

• Vol. 17, No. 3-4 (July-December 2016)

• Vol. 18, No. 1-2 (Jan-June 2017)

J-3
Paidar Taraqi

• Vol. 15, No. 1 (July-December 2016)
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ANNEXURE 3
SDTV
ACTIVITIES

List of Coffee Table Programmes
 
Pak-Afghan Relationship and Issue of Refugee 
Crisis 
Guest: Liaqat Banuri, Executive Director, Society for Human 
Rights and Prisoners’ Aid 

IoT: Citizen Friend or a Foe? 
Guest: Ammar Jaffri, CEO IoT Center Pakistan at Center for 
Information Technology

Pakistan Beyond 70: Mega Trends and Pathways 
Guest: Dr Abid Q Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI  

Melting Glaciers and Climate Change 
Guest: Dr Ghulam Rasul, Director-General, Pakistan 
Meteorological Department

Mainstreaming the Marginalized 
Guest: Ayaz Wazir, former diplomat  

CPEC and Economy of Pakistan 
Guest: Dr Bilal Ahmed, Director, Pakistan Federation 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Climate Change Malaise
Guest: Evans Kituyi, Senior Program Specialist (Agriculture & 
Environment), IDRC, Canada

An Analysis of Federal Budget and Pakistan’s 
Economy
Guest: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI 

State of Higher Education in Pakistan
Guest: Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman, Higher Education 
Commission

Pakistan Power Appraisal Before Elections
Guest: Engineer Arshad H. Abbasi, Advisor Water & 
Renewable Energy, SDPI

Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh on Budget 2017-18
Guest: Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, Chairman, National Assembly 
Standing Committee on Finance

Unfolding CPEC
Guest: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI  

Corporate Social Responsibility and Telecom 
Sector
Guest: Maham Dard, Director, Corporate Affairs, Zong

Non-Muslim Pakistanis
Guest: Jairam Maharaj, Pujari (custodian), Krishna Mandir, 
Rawalpindi

An Analysis of Panama Papers Scandal Judgment
Guest: Muhammad Ikram Chaudhry, Senior Advocate, 
Supreme Court of Pakistan

Women at the Forefront: A Talk with Moneeza 
Hashmi
Guest: Moneeza Hashmi, Former Director Programmes, 
Pakistan Television 

Water Environment
Guest: Nisar Memon, Former Federal Minister for Information

Exchange Rate and External Competitiveness: A 
Pakistan Perspective
Guests: Dr Sajid Amin, Research Fellow, SDPI,

Mehtab Haider, Senior Correspondent, The News, Islamabad

Human Rights Violations in Indian Administered 
Kashmir
Guest: Farzana Yaqoob, former AJK Minister for Social 
Welfare and Women Development

Swat after Conflict 
Guest: Miangul Adnan Aurangzeb, former Member of 
National Assembly, Swat

Future of Local Government: An Interview with 
Deputy Mayor of Islamabad 
Guest: Syed Zeeshan Naqvi, Deputy Mayor of Islamabad  

List of Documentaries and Video Packages

Following documentaries were produced during 2017.

Silver Lining: Celebrating 25 Years of SDPI  
The documentary presents past achievements and future 
vision of SDPI amid challenges. It was screened on 4th 
August during an event held in connection with SDPI silver 
jubilee celebrations.

Curriculum for Compassion 
The documentary funded by Development Alternatives 
Incorporated (DAI) highlights the outcomes of a policy 
analysis study titled “Curriculum for Compassion” and 
present policy recommendations. 

State of Religious Minorities in Pakistan
The documentary funded by DAI shows the state of religious 
minorities in Pakistan. It is manly based on experts’ interviews 
on the subject. 

Migrating for resilient future: A case of Pakistan  
This documentary funded by ODI aims to highlight that push 
and pull factors including changing climate factor, which is 
causing migration from rural to urban areas.

Revival of Markets in Post Conflict Area (Swat- 
KP)
Aiming to generate a stronger evidence base on how markets 
effected, institutions crippled and livelihood opportunities 
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dwindled after the conflict in Swat, SDPI and SLRC presented 
‘Pasturing Green’, a documentary shot on the location.

19th Sustainable Development Conference 
SDTV team in collaboration with IT and Web unit live 
streamed and recorded three day-long conference held in 
Dec 2016. There were around 30 different panels, including 
opening, closing and dinner plenary. SDTV team also 
interviewed the panelists of selected (around 22 panels) 
sessions for short video packages. 

South Asian Regional Consultation on Health 
Policy Institutions   
‘Regional Consultation on Health’, a daylong event, was 
recorded and live streamed and is also available on SDTV 
website.

Following video packages were produced and uploaded 
during 2017. 

 • Project closing ceremony: Citizen participation and 
oversight in budget making at district level in KP

 • Protest against Myanmar Government

 • SDPI’s High-Level Meeting on Designing Better Federal 
& Provincial tax Reforms in Pakistan

 • Consultative Meeting on Reforms in Curriculum 

 • How Can Minerals Contribute To Pakistan’s 
Development Path? (Lecture) 

 • 50th Anniversary of Asian Development Bank (ADB): 
What’s Next—Supporting Pakistan’s Development 
Agenda 

 • Regional Consultation on Policy Research Institutions 
and the Health SDGs: Building Momentum in South 
Asia 

 • Post Budget (2017-18) Overview-Some Reality Checks

 • Sustainable Development in Pakistan: Issues, Ideas 
and Questions

 • Changing Power Dynamics In The Context Of Prevailing 
Situation In Middle East 

 • Launching Ceremony of Civil Society Coalition for 
Climate Change

 • Lecture: Unpacking CPEC as a Game Changer

 • Expectations from Budget 2017-18 

 • Pre-Budget Seminar: Recommendations For 
Philanthropy Sector

 • SDPI Book Launch: Jam Saqi – Chale Chalo K Wo 
Manzil Abhi Nahi Aye

 • National consultation on adoption of Sendai Framework 
on Disaster Risk Reduction

 • Demographic Transition in Pakistan: Challenges and 
Opportunities

 • Why Waste Water: Rethinking Water Resource 
Management in Pakistan

 • Looking Back: How Pakistan Became an Asian Tiger by 
2050

 • Maritime Security in the Indian Ocean: Challenges & 
Prospects for Pakistan 

 • Study visit of US students delegation at SDPI

 • Pre-budget Seminar: Recommendations for Social 
Enterprise Sector

 • Love for Pakistan shared across generations (Pakistan 
Day Celebrations)

 • 19th SDC - SLRC Session 5: The Legacies of Conflict

 • 19th SDC - SLRC Session 7: Building Capacity in 
Conflicts

 • Accountability through Empowerment

 • 19th SDC: Challenges of Conflict and Service Delivery 
in South Asia

 • 19th SDC - SLRC Session 6: Community Driven 
Development and Social Protection in Conflicts

 • 19th SDC: Effective Institutions, Capacities & 
Partnerships for Implementing SDGs: A Provincial 
Perspective

 • 19th SDC: SLRC Session 2: Gender, Conflict and 
Livelihoods Recovery

 • 19th SDC: Solar Geoengineering and Pakistan: Science 
and Research Governance

 • 19th SDC: Roundtable Discussion on SDGs: 
Opportunities and Challenges for the Health Sector - 
Importance of Data

 • Mosmiyati Tabdeeli — Climate Change (Urdu Version) 

 • SLRC Session: Markets, Value Chains and Social 
Networks 

 • SLRC Session: Making a Living in and after Conflicts  

 • SLRC Session: It’s What You Do and How You Do It 
– What Types of Services and What Processes Build 
Legitimacy 

 • Challenges and Opportunities in New Year 2017 

 • Pasturing Green (Promo of SLRC documentary) 

 • SAARC-Challenges and Opportunities in Changing 
Regional Dynamics (Seminar)

 • Behind the Scenes: 19th SDC Preparations

 • Framing the Pakistan Agenda for COP 22: Pre-
Stakeholder Dialogue between Civil Society and Public 
Sector

 • Legal Instruments for Transparent Governance

 • Siyasi Kashmakash (Politics of Conflict) (Urdu version)

 • Kashmir Black Day: Genesis of Kashmir Dispute & 
Humanitarian Crisis

 • Evolving Political Situation in the Country

 • Pakistan Environmental Challenges and Measures for 
Pollution Control : Book Launch

 • Tareekhi Virsa: A Report on Islamabad Historic site 

 • Launch of Research Studies on Social Enterprise 
Landscape in Pakistan 

 • Twitter War: A Report on Social Media Amid Current 
Pakistan-India Tension 

 • Reclaim Ecology in the Heart of Islamabad (hbs, PYCN 
and SDPI) 

 • A Lecture on Cyber Security
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 • High-level Stakeholder Consultation on Regional 
Cooperation in Health Services

 • National Action Plan: Implementation Malaises 

 • Shajar Kari Mohhim (Tree Plantation Drive) SDPI, PYCN 
& hbs (Urdu Version)

 • Safai Mohim (Clean Islamabad Campaign) SDPI, PYCN 
& hbs (Urdu Version)

 • A Lecture on Cyber Security

List of Live Streamed / Recorded Eevents

Following events were live streamed during the year 2017. 

 • Indian Independence and British Parliament 1947 by 
Naseem Ahmed Bajwa (book launch) 

 • Role of Institutions in Strengthening Democratic 
Dispensation (Seminar)

 • ‘The Pakistan @ 70; District Education Rankings’   
(SDPI’s report launch and briefing)

 • Agriculture System of Gilgit-Baltistan - Potentials & 
Challenges (Seminar)

 • Citizen Participation and oversight in budget making at 
district level in KP

 • Panama case verdict live from Supreme Court of 
Pakistan

 • Consultative Meeting on ‘Reforms in the Educational 
Curriculum’   (Seminar)

 • Accountability and Transparency: Embodied Access to 
Information Model   (Seminar)

 • Regional Consultation on Policy Research Institutions 
and the Health SDGs: Building Momentum in South 
Asia 

 • Stakeholders Consultation on Health Related SDGs  
(Seminar)

 • How Can Minerals Contribute To Pakistan’s 
Development Path?   (Lecture)

 • Changing Power Dynamics in The Context of Prevailing 
Situation In Middle East 

 • SDPI Panel Discussion on Sustainable Development 
in Pakistan: Issues, Ideas and Questions at Sociology 
Department, Quaid-i-Azam University

 • Launch of Economic Survey: Press briefing by Finance 
Minister Ishaq Dar

 • Post Budget Press Briefing by Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar

 • Post Budget (2017-18) Overview-Some Reality Checks   
(Seminar)

 • Shadow Budget for Financial Year 2017-18 by Pakistan 
People’s Party Parliamentarians 

 • Unpacking CPEC As A Game Changer   (Lecture)

 • Jam Saqi: Chale Chalo Kwh Wo Manzil Abhi Nahi Aye 
(Book Launch)

 • The Role of National Financial Institutions in Supporting 
Low-Carbon, CRD in Pakistan” (2- day Seminar)

 • Foreign Policy Of Ukraine: The Main Principles And 
Current Challenges   (Lecture)

 • Pre-Budget discussion With PTI   (Seminar)

 • Pre-Budget Consultation on ‘Provincial Tax Reforms in 
Pakistan

 • Shadow Budget for Financial Year 2017-18 By Awami 
National Party 

 • How Pakistan Can Become an Asian Tiger by 2050 
(Lecture by Dr Nadeem ul Haq) 

 • ‘Hydro-Hazardscapes Of Climate Change In Pakistan’   
(Special Lecture)

 • National Consultation on Post-Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction in Pakistan   (Seminar)

 • Pre-Budget Consultation on the Role of Social 
Enterprises in Women Empowerment

 • Pre-Budget Seminar: Recommendations for 
Philanthropy Sector   (Seminar)

 • Why Waste Water: Rethinking Water Resource 
Management in Pakistan   (Seminar)

 • 2016 Global Go To Think Tank Index Report

 • Recommendations for Social Enterprise Sector‘   
(Seminar)

 • Demographic Transition in Pakistan: Challenges And 
Opportunities’   (Seminar)

 • Living in A Post-Truth Era and What Does it Mean for the 
World and Pakistan   Progressive Legislation: Prospects 
and Challenges   (Seminar)

 • Accountability through Empowerment   (Seminar)

 • Book Launch: Reorienting Educational Efforts For 
Sustainable Development: Experiences From South 
Asia

 • Poverty as Functioning Deprivation   (Seminar)

 • Policies to Boost Competitiveness: The Case of Apparel 
Sector   (Seminar)

 • South Asian Regional Consultation on Health Policy 
Institutions   (Consultation)

 • SAARC-Challenges and Opportunities in Changing 
Regional Dynamics   (Seminar)

 • Roundtable Meeting on Curriculum for Compassion 
(Roundtable in Lahore) 

 • Changing Global Power Dynamics and Challenges for 
Foreign Policy of Pakistan   (Seminar: 

 • Framing the Pakistan Agenda for COP 22: Pre-
Stakeholder Dialogue between Civil Society and Public 
Sector 

 • Legal Instruments for Transparent Governance 

 • Kashmir Black Day: Genesis of Kashmir Dispute & 
Humanitarian Crisis Evolving Political Situation in the 
Country 

 • Export Competitiveness and Exchange Rate 
Management in Pakistan   (Seminar)

 • Book Launch: Pakistan Environmental Challenges and 
Measures for Pollution Control    (Seminar)

 • Launch Event of Research Studies on Social Enterprise 
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in Pakistan    (Seminar)

 • The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 
Ozone Layer   (Lecture)

 • Kashmir: Towards a Sustainable Solution   (Seminar)

 • Civil Military Relations: Challenges and Way Forward 

 • Shajar-Kari Mohim (Tree Plantation Campaign/Drive by 
PYCN-SDPI & HBS) Urdu version of report uploaded 

 • Saffai Mohim Islamabad (Clean Islamabad Campaign/
Drive by PYCN-SDPI & HBS) Urdu version of report 
uploaded 

 • Stakeholder Consultation on Regional Cooperation in 
Health Services (Full Recording)

 • Cyber Security (Lecture)

List of events live streamed on commercial 
basis

 • Planning Commission Conference on CPEC 

 • National Maritime Conference: Maritime Security in the 
Indian Ocean: Challenges & Prospects for Pakistan

 • Why Waste Water: Rethinking Water Resource 
Management In Pakistan   (Seminar)
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ANNEXURE 4
ARTICLES
OF
SDPI STAFF

S. No. Title (s) Newspaper (s) Author (s)
Publication 
Date (s)

1 The plight of exporters in KP The Express Tribune Asif Javed 2017-11-06

2 Environmental woes Daily Times Dr Imran Saqib Khalid 2017-11-06

3 Lessons from the business index Daily Times Dr Vaqar Ahmed 2017-11-05

4 The neglected tools that can enhance exports and GDP Daily Times Syed Hassan Muretaza 2017-11-02
5 The need for governance Geo News Dr Vaqar Ahmed 2017-11-02

6 OP-ED Achieving export competitiveness Daily Times Syed Shujaat Ahmed 
And Ahad Nazir 2017-10-31

7 Pakistan must act now to ensure water supply for 
agriculture The Express Tribune Ahmed Awais Khaver 2017-10-30

8 Time to meet international standards in skill training Daily Times Syed Hassan Murtaza 2017-10-27

9 Crop insurance - a hope for small landholders The Express Tribune Muhammad Awais 
Umar 2017-10-16

10 Country witnesses no major change in political, 
economic structure The Express Tribune Junaid Zahid 2017-10-16

11 Small slice for poor in growing economic pie Dawn Sajid Amin Javed 2017-10-16

12 Tracing the impact of El Nino on agriculture and life in 
Mirpur Khas

London School of 
Economics and 
Political Science

Ghamz E Ali Siyal, 
Mohsin Ali Kazmi 
Benazir Khumbhar

2017-10-16

13 KP can be hub for investment, but govt needs to do more The Express Tribune Faizan Rasool 2017-10-09

14 Balance of payments and foreign policy The News Asif Javed, Dr Vaqar 
Ahmed 2017-10-08

15 Public debt and debt mismanagement The Express Tribune Syed Shujaat Ahmed 2017-09-30
16 Plumbers vs astrologists The News Sajid Amin Javed 2017-09-19

17 Pakistan is a water-stressed country and an innovative 
mindset is needed The Express Tribune Ahmed Awais Khaver 2017-09-18

18 REDD+ weapon to fight against climate change The Express Tribune Sadaf Liaquat 2017-09-16
19 Carbon footprint: checking the unchecked The Express Tribune Ghamz E Ali Siyal 2017-09-14

20 Crumbling childhoods and Pakistan’s apathy The Express Tribune Junaid Zahid And Iflah 
Farooq 2017-09-11

21 Pakistan must enhance competitiveness to advance The Express Tribune Faizan Rasool 2017-08-28
22 Trade: a low hanging fruit in ties with Bangladesh The Express Tribune Syed Shujaat Ahmed 2017-08-23
23 Scheming for youth The News Dr Vaqar Ahmed 2017-08-13
24 Impact of rising external debt on economic growth The Express Tribune Junaid Zahid 2017-08-07

25 Pakistan’s Economic Woes Pakistan Today Abbas Murtaza Maken/ 
Syed Shujaat Ahmed 2017-07-31

26 A borrowed growth! The News Dr Vaqar Ahmed 2017-07-16
27 Govt must rethink social design Dawn Sajid Amin Javed 2017-07-10
28 Where does the SBP stand? The News Sajid Amin Javed 2017-07-10

29 Bridging shortfall: Energy sector should get priority in 
resource allocation By The Express Tribune Junaid Zahid 2017-06-26

30 Bahawalpur tragedy not first of its kind Daily Times Imran Saqib Khalid 2017-06-26

31 Education and social safety nets: what budget numbers 
say The Express Tribune Junaid Zahid 2017-06-19

32 Budget indicators and the PML-N The News Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 2017-06-04
33 Public-private partnerships key to achieving SDGs The Express Tribune Junaid Zahid 2017-05-29
34 Another budget full of ambiguities Daily Times Dr Vaqar Ahmad 2017-05-28

35 Trade — low hanging fruit in Af-Pak ties — II Daily Times Dr Vaqar Ahmed & 
Syed Shujaat Ahmed 2017-05-25

36 Trade — low hanging fruit in Af-Pak ties — I Daily Times Dr Vaqar Ahmed And 
Syed Shujaat Ahmed 2017-05-24

37 View from across the border The News Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 2017-04-30

38 How the budget can save private enterprise Daily Times Syed Shujaat Ahmed 
and Vaqar Ahmed 2017-04-23

39 Taxing exports The News Dr Vaqar Ahmed 2017-04-16
40 Census, finally The News Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 2017-03-26
41 Nestle, SDPI sign agreement The News Web Desk 2017-03-25
42 Supreme authority in a democratic state The Express Tribune Raja Taimur Hassan 2017-03-17
43 Lessons from the summit The News Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 2017-03-05
44 Health hazards Daily Times Dr Mamood A Khwaja 2017-03-04
45 2017 — a moment of contemplation The News Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 2017-01-01
46 Higher education — trends and challenges The News Sajid Amin Javed 2016-12-04
47 Rethinking flood risk policy in Pakistan Think Tank Initiative Imran Saqib Khalid 2016-11-08
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BBRM Presenter Topic Date

57th Dr Vaqar Ahmed Public Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 11-Nov-16

58th Yasir Dil Photoscape, basic & simple graphic tool for info graphics 18-Nov-16

59th Fazal Bukhari and 
Ahad Nazir 

Economic Development of Balochistan: Perspective from Public and 
Private Sector

25-Nov-16

60th Nathalene 
Reynolds 

The forgotten of the conflict in Jammu and Kashmir. On the exile of the 
Pandit minority 

16-Dec-16

61st Ahmad Durrani How the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement can help Pakistan become a 
regional trading hub

27-Jan-17

62nd Shujaat Ahmed The Effect of Oil Prices and Regime Switches on Real Effective Exchange 
Rate of Pakistan: A Markov Regime Switching Approach

10-Feb-17

63rd Dr. Shehryar Toru Qualitative Research and Methods of Inquiry - I 07-Apr-17

64th Dr. Shehryar Toru Qualitative Research and Methods of Inquiry - II 21-Apr-17

65th Dr Sajid Amin Quantitative methodology for research 28-Apr-17

66th Dr Mehmood 
Khwaja

Industrial Environment Management (IEM) in Pakistan 02-Jun-17

67th Irfan Ahmad 
Chatha

Introduction to MEAL, Theory of Change 27-Aug-17

68th Irfan Ahmad 
Chatha

Results Framework, Grounded Theory, How to Write Stories of Impact 15-Sep-17

69th Shujaat Ahmed The Effect of Public Sector Development Expenditures and Investment on 
Economic Growth: Evidence from Pakistan

13-Oct-17

70th His Excellency 
Lijian Zhao

Poverty Reduction in China and Lessons for Pakistan 30-Oct-17

ANNEXURE 5
DETAILS
OF
BBRMs
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ANNEXURE 6
CAPACITY
BUILDING
In-house Capacity Building:
1

Writing Skills for Rapporteurs 14 November 2017
2 Writing Policy Briefs and Report for Rapporteurs 23 October 2017

3 Writing Skills for Press release, Policy Recommendations for SDC Volunteers, September 22, 2017 22 September 2017

4 Digital Advocacy, by Yasir Dil 24 August 2017

5 Research and Citation Skills August 23 by Salim Khilji 23 August 2017

6 General health and Eye-care, by Dr. Ayesha Babar 22 August 2017

7 Interpersonal Communication Skills by Mohammad Yasin 17 August 2017

8 Speed Reading and Effective Reading by Mohammad Yasin 2-3 August 2017

9 Workshop on Gender Sensitization under Summer Internship Program by Maliha Hassan 30 July 2017

10 Conversational Control  by Mohammad Yasin 27 July 2017

11 Time Management by Mohammad Yasin 20 July 2017

12 Workshop on Disaster Risk Reduction 3 May 2017

13 Workshop on Gender Sensitization by Maliha Hassan 10 May 2017

14 Study tour of 15 M. Phil students from PIDE Islamabad 9 May 2017

15 Framing Research Questions by  Shafqat Munir 12 April

16 A study tour from the Social Work Program of the Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU), Chicago, 
USA, under the leadership of Professor Jade Stanley 22 March 2017

17 Training on First Aid and Firefighting for SDPI Staff 15 March 2017

18 Brig (Retd) Mohammad Yasin participated in the Panel discussion organized by GSMA Hong Kong, 
on Pakistan 23 January 2017

National Training Workhsops:
1 Monitoring and Evaluaiton of Projects 26-27 Sept. 2017

2 Project Management Professional (PMP) Preparatory Course 18 Mar. – 5th May 2017

3 Monitoring and Evaluaiton of Projects 26-27 April 2017

4 Management Skills for Office Professionals 7-8 March 2017

5 Stretegic Human Resource Management (SHRM) 21-22 February 2017

7 Project Management Professional (PMP) Preparatory Course 6 – 9 Feb. 2017

8 Workshop on Use of Social Media for Work Projection 25 January 2017

International Workshops:
1 Excellence in Change Management and Impact Evalaution Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability 

and Learning (MEAL) 
18 – 20 July, 2017 Bangkok, 
Thailand

2 Institutional Leadership, Change Management & Impact Evaluation: Monitoring| Evaluation| 
Accountability| Learning

1 -3 November, 2017 
Bangkok, Thailand 
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ANNEXURE 7
DETAILS OF 
ADVOCACY
PROGRAMMES

Post Budget (2017-2018) Overview-Some Reality 
Checks (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Technical Presentation I: Dr Vaqar Ahmad, Deputy 
Executive Director, SDPI

 • Presentation II: Dr Sajid Amin, Research Fellow, SDPI

 
High-Level Pre-Budget Consultative Meeting

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Chief Guest: Muhammad Zubair Ahmed, Governor, 
Sindh

 • Guest Speaker: Dr Farooq Sattar, Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement

 • Technical Presentation: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Depury 
Executive Director, SDPI

 • Discussants: 

Mushtaq Kazmi, Advisor, Sindh Revenue Board

Asad Ali Shah, Former Provincial Minister for 
Finance, Sindh

Hammad Siddiqui, Country Director, Center for 
International Private Enterprise (CIPE).

Shoaib Faridi, Karachi Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry

Pre-Budget Discussion with PTI (Seminar)

 • Guest Speaker: Asad Umar, Member of National 
Assembly, PTI 

Federal Budget 2017-18 and Philanthropy Sector 
(Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Shehryar Toru, Research 
Fellow, SDPI

 • Guest Speaker: Dr Muhammad Iqbal, Member, Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR)

 • Discussants: 

Dr Zafar Qadir, Chairman, Social Action 
Consortium and Taleem Foundation

Shazia Maqsood Amjad, Executive Director, 
Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy

Ms Ayesha Khan, Country Director, Hashoo 
Foundation 

High-Level Pre-Budget Consultation Meeting 
(Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy 
Executive Director, SDPI

 • Speakers:  

Syed Ali Ahsan, Chairman All Pakistan Textile Mills 
Association (APTMA) Punjab

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Aslam Hayat, Renowned expert in telecom sector

Shahid Sattar, expert in energy sector

Pre-Budget Consultative Meeting on Provincial 
Tax Reforms in Pakistan (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks:  Dr Vaqar Ahmad, Deputy 
Executive Director, SDPI

 • Chief Guests:

Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, Chairman National 
Standing Committee on Finance and Revenue

Zulfiqar Hussain, Senior Official, Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR)

Hammad Siddiqui, Country Director, Center for 
International Private Enterprise (CIPE)

Changing Geo-strategic Scenario- New Security 
Challenges for Pakistan (Seminar)

 •

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Imran Khalid, Research Fellow, 
SDPI

 • Opening Remarks: Zahid Hussain, Senior Journalist

 • Special Remarks: Shafqat Kakakhel, former 
ambassador  

 • Closing Remarks: by Brig. (retd) Shaukat Qadir, Risk 
and Security Analyst

 • Discussants: 

Lt-Gen. (retd) Talat Masood

Lt-Gen. (retd) Asad Durrani 

Qamer Cheema, PhD scholar 
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Role of Institution in Strengthening Democratic 
Dispensation (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Discussants:

Syed Nayyar Hussain Bukhari, Former Senate 
Chairman 

Senator Shafqat Mehmood (PTI) 

Senator Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif (MQM), 

Senator Farhatullah Babar (PPP-P)

Afrasiab Khattak, Former Senator

Muhammad Ziauddin, Senior Journalist 

Ikram Chaudry, Senior Lawyer 

Accountability and Transparency: Embodied 
Access to Information Model (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior 
Research Associate, SDPI

 • Guest Speakers: 

Asad Umar, Member of National Assembly (PTI)

Abdul Jalil, Financial Management Expert  

Looking Back: How Pakistan Became an Asian 
Tiger by 2050 (Lecture) 

 • Guest Speaker: Dr Nadeemul Haq, Former Deputy 
Chairman Planning Commission of Pakistan.

 • Discussants: Shafqat Kakakhel , Former Ambassador 

 • Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahamd, Deputy Executive 
Director, SDPI 

Changing Power Dynamics in the Context of 
Prevailing Situation in Middle East (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior 
Research Associate, SDPI

 • Guest Speakers: 

Afrasiab Khattak, Former Senator, ANP

Imtiaz Gul, Senior Journalist 

Poverty as Functional Deprivation (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Sajid Amin, Senior Research 
Fellow, SDPI

 • Guest Speaker: Dr G.M Arif, Senior Economist, PIDE

 • Presentation: Rafi Amir-ud-Din, PhD scholar 

Post-Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk 
Reduction in Pakistan  (Consultative Meeting)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Guest Speakers: 

Maj.-Gen. (retd) Asghar Nawaz, Chairman, 
National Disaster Management Authority

Ahmad Kamal, Member (Disaster Risk Reduction), 
NDMA

 • Discussants: 

Ignacio Artaza, UNDP Country Director, Pakistan

Aadil Mansoor, Chief, Crisis Prevention and 
Recovery Unit, UNDP

Dr Salman Hamayun, Disaster Risk Reduction 
Expert

Dr Muhi Usamah, Disaster Risk Management 
Specialist, UNDP

Hydro-hazardscapes of Climate Change in 
Pakistan (Lecture)

•	 Welcome Remarks by Dr. Imran Khalid, Re-
search Fellow, SDPI

•	 Guest Speaker: Dr Dannish Mustafa, Reader in 
politics & environment at King’s College Lon-
don

 Jam Saqi: Chale Chalo K Wo Manzil Abhi 
Nahi Aye (Book Launch)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Guest Speakers: 

Senator Farhatullah Babar, PPP-P

Afrasiab Khattak, Former Senator, ANP

Nasreen Azhar, Council Member of Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)

Hassan Nasir Syed, senior politician.

Naeem Ahmad Mirza, Executive Director, Aurat 
Foundation

Agriculture system of Gilgit-Baltistan, Potentials 
and Challenges (Consultation)

 • Welcome Remarks: Shafqat Aziz, Head of Advocacy, 
SDPI

 • Discussants: 

Amir Hussain, Agriculturist

Misbah Karim, PhD Scholar

Yasir Dil, Communication Officer, SDPI

 Meeting on ‘Reforms in the Educational 
Curriculum (National Consultation)

 • Welcome Remarks: Shafqat Aziz, Head of Advocacy, 
SDPI

 • Guest Speakers: 

Dr Arif Alivi, Member of National Assembly, PTI 
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Nafeesa Khan Khattak, Member of National 
Assembly, PTI

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Dr  Qible Ayaz, scholar and academician

Cecil S Chaudhry, Executive Director, NCJP

Marvi Sirmed, Civil Society Activist

 Unpacking CPEC as a Game Changer (Lecture)

 • Moderator: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, 
SDPI

 • Speaker: Dr Saad S. Khan, Senior Faculty Member, 
National School of Public Policy

How can Minerals Contribute to Pakistan’s 
Development Path? (Lecture)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Imran Khalid, Research Fellow, 
SDPI

 • Speaker: Prof. Saleem H. Ali, University of Delaware, 
USA

Indian Independence and British Parliament 
1947 (Book Launch)

 • Welcome Remarks: Shafqat Munir, Associate Research 
Fellow, SDPI

 • Guest Speaker: Afrasiab Khattak, Former Senator, ANP 

 • Special Remarks: Barrister Naseem Ahmad Bajwa, 
Author of the Book 

SDPI Campaigns for Tree Plantation in Islamabad 
(Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Shakeel Ramay, Senior Research 
Associate

 • Guest Speakers: 

Syed Zeshan Naqvi, Deputy Mayor, Islamabad

Majella Clarke, Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation & Forest Degradation (REDD)

Stakeholders Meeting on Health Related SDGs 
(Consultation)

 • Moderator: Saadiya Razzaq, Senior Research 
Associate, SDPI

 • Speakers:

Zafarul Islam, Project Director, SDGs Unit, 
Planning Commission of Pakistan

Dr Babar Tasneem Shaikh, Ministry of National 
Health Services, Islamabad

Shafqat Munir, Associate Research Fellow, SDPI

Meeting with Members of Health Caucus 
(Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Guest Speakers: 

Dr Nosheen Khalid, Member of Provincial 
Assembly, Punjab

Abdul Razaq Dhilon, Member of Provincial 
Assembly, Punjab

 Awais Qasim, Member of Provincial Assembly, 
Punjab

Najma Afzal, Member of Provincial Assembly, 
Punjab

Ijaz Hafeez, Deputy Mayor, Lahore 

Global Go To Think Tank Index” (Media Briefing)

 • Speaker: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, 
SDPI

Demographic transition in Pakistan: challenges 
and opportunities (Lecture)

 • Guest Speaker: Dr Tahir Jamil, Social Sciences Expert 

 • Moderator: Shahid Minhas, Head of Centre for 
Learning and Development, SDPI

High Level Pre-Budget Consultative Meeting 
(Seminar)

 • Speakers: 

Aslam Hayat, Expert in Telecom Sector, Islamabad

Syed Ali Ahsan, Chairman, All Pakistan Textile Mills 
Association, Punjab

Shahid Sattar, Energy Expert  

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

World Forests Day and Water Day (Seminar)

 • Speakers 

Shamas ul Malik, Former WAPDA Chairman 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Syed Mehmood Nasir, Inspector General Forests, 
Ministery of Climate Change, Pakistan

Dr Rai Niaz Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor, Arid 
Agriculture University, Rawalpindi

Prof. Mushtaq Gill, Arid Agriculture University, 
Rawalpindi
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Why Waste Water (Seminar)

 • Speakers: 

Dr Muhammad Ashraf, Chairman, Council of 
Research in Water Resources, Islamabad 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Waqar Ahmad, Head of Corporate Affairs, Nestle, 
Pakistan

Shadow Budget’ for Financial Year 2017-18 by 
Awami National Party (Seminar)

 • Speaker:  Afrasiab Khattak, Former Senator, ANP

 • Moderator:  Shafqat Munir, Associate Research Fellow, 
SDPI

Consultative Meeting on Sustainable Development 
Goals (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Speakers: 

Azma Zahid Bukhari, Convener of Special Task 
Force on SDGs, Punjab.

Dr Nosheena Hamid, Member of Provincial 
Assembly, Punjab.

Amir Hayat Haraj, Member of Provincial Assembly, 
Punjab

Mehwish Sultana, Member of Provincial Assembly, 
Punjab

Sadia Nadeem, Member of Provincial Assembly, 
Punjab

  Adnan Farid, Member of Provincial 
Assembly, Punjab

Waqas Hassan, Member of Provincial Assembly, 
Punjab

Tax Reforms and Public-Private Dialogue in 
Punjab” (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Guest speakers: 

Dr Ayesha Ghaus Pasha, Finance Minister, Punjab

Agha Waqar Javed, Member, Planning and 
Development Board, Punjab

Ch. Qamar Uz Zaman, President, Lahore Tax Bar 
Association (LTBA), Punjab

Amjad Ali Java, Senior Vice-President, Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Dr Shehla Javed Akram, President, Women 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Lahore

Hammad Siddiqui, Country Director, Center for 
International Private Enterprise

Dr Kamal Monoo, Senior Entrepreneur, Lahore

 • Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive 
Director, SDPI

Health and Nutrition Innovation Fund (HANIF) Expo 
2017 (Expo)

 • Guest speakers:  

Mehr Ijaz Ahmad Achlana, Provincial Minister for 
Disaster Management, Punjab

Shaukat Yousafzai, Former Provincial Health 
Minister, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Dr Nosheen Khalid Member of Provincial 
Assembly, Punjab

Awais Qasim, Member of Provincial Assembly, 
Punjab

Mohammad Tehseen of Social Action Program, 
Pakistan

Dr Fayyaz Ahmed, Team Leader of EVA-BHN, 
Islamabad

Foreign Policy of Ukraine: The Main Principle and 
Current Challenges (Lecture)

 • Speaker: Dr Olena Bordilovska, Specialist in Foreign 
Relations and History, Ukraine 

 • Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahmad, Deputy Executive 
Director, SDPI

Agriculture System of Gilgit-Baltistan, Potentials 
& Challenges (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Nizar Karim, Young Researcher

Misbah Karim, Young Research

Shafqat Aziz, Head of Advocacy, SDPI

Amir Hussain, Young Agriculturist

Yasir Dil, Communication Officer, SDPI

Role of National Financial Institution in 
Supporting Low-Carbon, Climate Resilient 
Development in Pakistan (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Romina Khursheed Alam, Member of National 
Assembly 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Dr Saleem Zia, Senior Economist, Research 
Department, State Bank of Pakistan 

Aneeta Nikolova, Environment Affairs Officer, UN-
ESCAP

Shadow Budget by PPP-P (Seminar)

 • Presentation: Senator Osman Saifullah, Senator 
Pakistan Peoples parliamentarian, Pakistan

 • Moderator:  Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior Research 
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Associate, SDPI

SDPI Silver Jubilee (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Dr Tariq Binori, Founding Executive Director, SDPI

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson Board of 
Governors, SDPI

The Pakistan @ 70; District Education Ranking 
(Report Launch)

 • Speaker: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, 
SDPI

 • Presentation: Junaid Zahid, Research Associate, SDPI

Catching up growth-its effective governance that 
matters (Lecture)

 • Speakers: 

Dr Shahrukh Rafi Khan, American Institute of 
Policy Studies

Dr Tariq Banuri, Founding Executive Director, SDPI

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Can We Eradicate Poverty Without Tackling 
Inequality (Seminar)

 • Speakers: 

Mark Goldring, Head of OXFAM, Pakista.

Muhammad Qazilbash, Country Director, OXFAM

Dr Vaqar Ahmad, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

Achieving Export Competitiveness in Pakistan 
(Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Mohammad Younus Dagha, Secretary, Ministry of 
Commerce, Pakistan

Patchamuthu Illangovan, Country Director, World 
Bank Group

Gonzalo J. Verala, World Bank Group

Dr Vaqar Ahmad, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

Right to Information - A Step Forward for Better 
Governance (Seminar)

 • Speakers 

Senator Farhatullah Babar, Pakistan People’s 
Party-Parliamentarians (PPP-P)

Zafarullah Khan, Executive Director, Pakistan 
Institute of Parliamentary Services (PIPS)

M. Ziauddin, Senior Journalist and Analyst

Shafqat Aziz, Head of Advocacy, SDPI

Rural to Urban migration less investment in 
agriculture increase risk of food insecurity 
(Seminar)

 • Speakers: 

Mina Dowlatchahi, Country Head, Food and 
Agriculture Organization

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan, former Vice Chancellor, 
University of Agriculture, Faisalabad

Romina Khursheed Alam, Member of National 
Assembly 

Dr Muhamamd Azeem Khan, Director General, 
National Agriculture Research Council

Syed Nasir Ali Shah, Managing Director, Pakistan 
Oil Seed Development Board

Achieving Export Competitiveness in Pakistan 
(Roundtable)

 • Speakers: 

Zahid Ullah Shinwari, President, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Adnan Jalil, Ex-Vice-President, Federation of 
Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & Industry 
Sabir Shah, Advisor, KP Planning & Development 
Department

Gonzalo J. Varela, Senior Economist, World Bank 
Group

Dr Vaqar Ahmad, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

Legal Instruments for Transparent Governance 
(Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Mohsin Abbas Haider, Prominent Lawyer 

Zafarullah Khan, Executive Director, Pakistan 
Institute of Parliamentary Services (PIPS)

Nasreen Azhar, Council Member, Human rights 
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)

 • Moderator: Dr Sheharyar Khan, Research Fellow, SDPI

Changing Global Power Dynamics and Challenges 
for Foreign Policy of Pakistan (Seminar)

 • Moderator: Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, Senior Research 
Associate, SDPI

 • Speakers:

Dr Shireen Mazari, Member of National Assembly, 
PTI

Lt-Gen. (retd) Amjad Shoaib, Defence Analyst

Tariq Osman Hyder, Ambassador
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SAARC-Challenges and Opportunities in 
Changing Regional Dynamics (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Sanjay Vashist, Climate action network Director

Dr Imran Khalid, Research Fellow, SDPI

Aftab Alam Khan, Actionaid

Mome Saleem, Heinrich Boll Stiftung 

“South Asian Regional Consultation on Health 
Policy Institutions” (Seminar)

 • Moderator: Saadiya Razzaq, SDPI

 • Speakers:

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI 

Peter Taylor, International Development Research 
Centre (IDRC), Canada 

Ayub Sheikh, Secretary, Ministry of National Health 
Services, Regulations and Coordination 

Policies to Boost Competitiveness: The Case of 
Apparel Sector (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy 
Executive Director, SDPI

 • Guest Speakers:

Ravindra A. Yatawara, World Bank 

Asad Hayauddin, Additional Secretary, Ministry of 
Commerce

Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, Member of National 
Assembly

Umer Khalid, Official Industrial Policy Advisor, 
Ministry of Finance

Muhammad Arif Saleem, Faculty of Management 
Sciences, IIUI

Progressive Legislation: Prospects and 
Challenges (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Senator Farhatullah Babar, Pakistan People’s Party 
Parliamentarians         

Romana Bashir, Civil Society Activist and member 
of PCSW

Zahid Hussain, Senior Journalist

Jagmohan Kumar Arora, Rights Activist

Living in a Post-Truth Era and What Does it Mean 
for the World and Pakistan (Seminar)

 • Speaker: Dr Adil Najam, Dean of Pardee School of 
Global Studies, Boston University

Reorienting Educational Efforts for Sustainable 
Development: Experiences from South Asia (A 
Book Chapter Launch)

 • Speakers:

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, 
SDPI 

Baligh Ur Rehman, State Minister for Federal 
Education and Professional Trainings

Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman, Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) 

Dr Tariq Banuri, Professor, University of Utah, USA

Tahir Dhindsa, Head of SDTV

“Accountability through Empowerment” 
(Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Pervaiz Khattak, Chief Minister KP

Assad Umar, Memebr of National Assembly, PTI

Muzaffar Said, Minister for Finance, KP

Asim Khan, District Nazim, Peshawar

Shakeel Ramay, Senior Research Associate, SDPI

Recommendations for Social Enterprise Sector 
(Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, SDPI

Rabia Shoaib Ahmed, National University of 
Science and Technology

Zeenia Faraz

Omer J. Ghani

Pre-Budget Consultation on ‘Role of Social 
Enterprises in Women Empowerment” (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Mohsin Khan Leghari, Member of Senate Standing 
Committee on Finance, Revenue and Economic 
Affairs

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, SDPI

Dr Sadia Rehman, Director (Society) British 
Council

Seher Afsheen, Oxfam, Pakistan

Mansoor Malik, Chairman, Kamyaab Pakistan

Samar Hasan, Karandaaz

“Pre-Budget Seminar: Recommendations for 
Philanthropy Sector (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Asad Umar, Member of National Assembly 
Standing Committee on Finance 
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Dr Muhmmad Iqbal, Member of Federal Board of 
Revenue 

Dr Zafar Qadir, Chairman, Social Action 
Consortium and Taleem Foundation 

Ms Shazia Maqsood Amjad, Executive Director, 
Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy

Ms Ayesha Khan, Country Director, Hashoo 
Foundation , Pakistan

Ms Fatima Akhtar, Manager, Public Affairs, Nestle, 
Pakistan

Shadow Budget for Financial year 2017-18 by 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (Seminar)

 • Welcome Remarks: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive 
Director, SDPI

 • Speakers:

Muhammad Ali Rashid, Member National 
Assembly (MQM)

Abdul Rashid Godil, Member National Assembly 
(MQM) 

Implementation of SDGs in Pakistan-Where We 
Stand After Two Years? (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Ms Romina Khursheed Alam , Member of National 
Assembly, PML-N

Zafarul Hassan, Chief, Poverty Alleviation & 
SDGs Unit, Ministry of Planning Development and 
Reforms 

Zia ur Rehman, Chief Executive, AWAZ 
Foundation, Centre for Development Services 

Dr Shehryar Khan Toru, Senior Research Fellow, 
SDPI

World Food Day: Change the Future of Migration 
(Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Dr Iqrar Ahmed Khan, Vice-Chancellor, University 
of Faisalabad

Mina Dowlatchahi, Food and Agriculture 
Organization 

Romina Khursheed Alam, Member of National 
Assembly

Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Dr M. Azeem Khan, National Agriculture Research 
Council

Poverty Reduction in China and Lessons for 
Pakistan (Lecture)

 • Speaker: Lijian Zhao, Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Embassy of People’s Republic of China  

Health Hazards of Lead Paint and Implementation 
of Relevant Laws (Seminar)

 • Speakers:

Dr Imran S. Khalid, Research fellow, SDPI

Dr Sofia Khalid, Assistant professor, Fatima Jinnah 
Women University

Farzana Shah, Director General, Pakistan 
Environment Protection Agency

Dr Mahmood Khwaja, Senior Advisor, SDPI



110 Sustainable Development Policy Institute

ANNEXURE 8
SDPI
PARTNER
ORGANIZATIONS

NATIONAL
1. Global Change Impact Studies Centre (GCISC), Islamabad

2. Centre of Excellence for CPEC

3. Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (PAK EPA), Islamabad

4. Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD)

5. Social Policy and Development Centre (SPDC), Karachi

6. The Chemical Society of Pakistan (CSP), Islamabad

7. Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), Karachi

8. The Asia Foundation (TAF), Pakistan

9. Nestlé, Pakistan

10. OXFAM, Pakistan

11. Rockefeller Foundation

12. National Rural Support Programme

13. Rural Support Programme Network

14. Pakistan Centre for Philanthropy

15. Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI)

16. Rumi Forum Pakistan

17. South Asia Partnership Pakistan (SAP-PK)

18. Aurat Foundation

19 Heinrich Böll Stiftung (hbs), Pakistan

MINISTRIES/ GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEES
1. Ministry of Climate Change (MoCC), Islamabad

2. Ministry of Commerce (MoC), Islamabad

3. Ministry of Finance

4. Ministry of National Food Security and Research (MNFSR), Islamabad

5. Ministry of Planning, Development & Reforms, Islamabad

6. Ministry of Water and Power (MoWP), Islamabad

7. National Economic Advisory Council (EAC)

8. National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), Islamabad

9. Board of Investment

10. Planning Commission of Pakistan, 

11. District Government, Haripur

12. District Government, Peshawar
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SOUTH ASIA
BANGLADESH

1. BRAC Institute of Governance and Development (BIGD) 

2. Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Dhaka

3. South Asian Network on Economic Modelling

INDIA

1. Center for Budget and Governance Accountability (CBGA)

2. CUTS Institute for Regulation and Competition (CIRC)

3. Centre for Study of Science Technology and Policy (CSTEP), Bangalore

4. Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi

5. Indian Institute of Dalit Studies (IIDS), Delhi

6. Institute of Economic Growth (IEG), Delhi

7. Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA), Gujarat  

8. National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), Delhi

9. Public Affair Centre (PAC), Bangalore

10. Centre for Policy Research (CPR), Delhi

NEPAL

1. South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Kathmandu

2. Institute for Social and Environment Transition (ISET), Kathmandu

3. International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)

4. South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE) 

SRI LANKA

1. Centre for Poverty Analysis (CEPA), Colombo

2. Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Colombo

INTERNATIONAL
BELGIUM

1. Zero Mercury Working Group (ZMWG), Belgium

2. Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC)

3. Climate Action Network South Asia (CANSA), Urumqi

4. International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada

5. International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN), Canada
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GERMANY 

1. German Federal Foreign Office, Berlin 

2. Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Bonn 

3. Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES)

SWITZERLAND

1. National Center for Competence in Research North-South (NCCR N-S)

2. International Society of Doctors for Environment (ISDE)

3. Strategic Approach to International Chemical Management (SAICM)

UNITED KINGDOM

1. Overseas Development Institute (ODI)

2. Development Alternatives Incorporated (DAI) 

3. Department for International Development (DFID)

4. Institute of Development Studies (IDS)

5. Minority Rights Group International (MRG)

6. Oxfam International, United Kingdom

7. Practical Action Consulting (PAC), United Kingdom

8. Oxford Policy Management (OPM)

NETHERLANDS

1. Oxfam-Novib, Netherlands

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1. United States Institute of Peace (USIP)

2. Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE)

MULTILATERAL/BILATERAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES
1. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Pakistan

2. United Nations Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (UNREDD) Programme, Switzerland

3. United Nations Economic & Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Singapore

4. World Food Program (WFP)

5. The World Bank

6. Asian Development Bank (ADB)

7. World Health Organization (WHO)

8. UN Women

9. International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

10. Minority Rights Group (MRG)

11. UN Habitat

12. Palladium

13 Australian Aid Agency for International Development (AusAID)

14 United States Agency for International Development (USAID)



113Annual Report 2017

ACADEMIA 
1. COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT), Pakistan

2. Higher Education Commission (HEC), Islamabad 

3. Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Pakistan

4. Institute of Management Sciences, Peshawar

5. Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Lahore

6. London School of Economics, UK

7. National Institute of Pakistan Studies (NIPS)

8. National University of Sciences and Technology (NUST)

9. Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agriculture University, Pakistan

10. University of Agriculture, Faisalabad (UAF), Pakistan

11. University of Bradford, United Kingdom

12. University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

13. University of Engineering and Technology (UET) Peshawar, Pakistan

14. University of Peshawar (UPESH), Pakistan

15. Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology (SZABIST) University, Pakistan

16. Government College University (GCU), Pakistan

17. Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE)

18. University of Punjab

19. Mehran University of Engineering and Technology, Jamshoro, Sindh, Pakistan

20. Thammasat University, Thailand

21. Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi

22. John Hopkins University 

23. New York University
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ANNEXURE 9
SDPI
KNOWLEDGE SHARING
NETWORKS

ISLAMABAD/RAWALPINDI
1. Air University, Islamabad

2. Allama Iqbal Open University, Islamabad

3. Bahria University, Islamabad

4. COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Islamabad

5. Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi

6. Federal Urdu University of Arts, Science and Technology, Islamabad

7. Institute of Space Technology, Islamabad

8. International Islamic University, Islamabad

9. National Defence University, Islamabad

10. National University of Modern Languages, Islamabad

11. National University of Sciences & Technology, Islamabad

12. Pakistan Institute of Development Economics, Islamabad

13. Pakistan Institute of Engineering & Applied Sciences, Islamabad

14. Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Medical University (SZABMU) – Islamabad

15. Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad

16. University of Arid Agriculture, Rawalpindi

17. Foundation University Rawalpindi Campus, Rawalpindi

18. Foundation University, Islamabad

19. Capital University of Science & Technology, Islamabad

20. National University of Computer and Emerging Sciences

21. Preston University, Islamabad

22. Riphah International University, Islamabad

23. Shifa Tameer-e-Millat University, Islamabad

PUNJAB
1. Bahauddin Zakariya University, Multan

2. Government College University, Lahore

3. Government College Women University, Faisalabad

4. Islamia University, Bahawalpur

5. Information Technology University of the Punjab, Lahore

6. King Edward Medical University, Lahore

7. Kinnaird College for Women, Lahore

8. Lahore College for Women University, Lahore

9. National Textile University, Faisalabad (Federal Chartered)

10. The Women University, Multan

11. University of Agriculture, Faisalabad

12. University of Engineering & Technology, Lahore

13. University of Engineering & Technology, Taxila

14. University of Gujrat, Gujrat

15. University of Health Sciences, Lahore
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16. University of Sargodha, Sargodha

17. University of the Punjab, Lahore

18. University of Veterinary & Animal Sciences, Lahore

19. Ali Institute of Education , Lahore

20. Beaconhouse National University, Lahore

21. Forman Christian College, Lahore

22. GIFT University, Gujranwala

23. HITEC University, Taxila Cantt

24. Lahore Garrison University , Lahore

25. Lahore School of Economics, Lahore

26. Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore

27. Minhaj University, Lahore

28. National College of Business Administration & Economics (NCBA&E) Lahore

29. University of Central Punjab, Lahore

30. University of Chakwal, Chakwal

31. University of Faisalabad, Faisalabad

32. University of Lahore, Lahore

33. University of Management & Technology, Lahore

34. University of South Asia - Lahore

35. University of Wah, Wah

36. Nur International University, Lahore

KHYBER-PAKHTUNKHWA
1. Abdul Wali Khan University, Mardan

2. Bacha Khan University, Charsadda

3. Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Women University, Peshawar

4. Gomel University, D.I. Khan

5. Institute of Management Sciences, Peshawar

6. Islamia College University, Peshawar

7. Khyber College of Dentistry, Peshawar

8. Kohat University of Science and Technology, Kohat

9. Khushal Khan Khattak University, Karak.

10. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Agriculture University, Peshawar

11. University of Engineering and Technology, Peshawar

12. Pakistan Military Academy, Kakul Abbottabad

13. University of Haripur, Haripur

14. University of Malakand, Chakdara

15. University of Peshawar, Peshawar

16. University of Science & Technology, Bannu

17. University of Swabi , Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

18. University of Swat, Swat

19. CECOS University of Information Technology and Emerging Sciences, Peshawar

20. City University of Science & Information Technology, Peshawar

21. Gandhara University, Peshawar

22. Ghulam Ishaq Khan Institute of Engineering Sciences & Technology, Swabi

23. Peshawar Medical College, Peshawar

24. Sarhad University of Science & Information Technology, Peshawar
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SINDH
1. Dawood University of Engineering and Technology Karachi .

2. Benazir Bhutto Shaheed University Lyari, Karachi

3. Dow University of Health Sciences, Karachi

4. Institute of Business Administration, Karachi

5. Institute of Business Administration, Sukkur

6. Jinnah Sindh Medical University, Karachi

7. Liaquat University of Medical and Health Sciences, Jamshoro

8. Mehran University of Engineering & Technology, Jamshoro

9. NED University of Engineering & Technology, Karachi

10. Quaid-e-Awam University of Engineering, Science & Technology, Nawabshah

11. Shah Abdul Latif University, Khairpur

12. Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Benazirabad University, Nawabshah

13. Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Medical University, Larkana

14. Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto University of Law, Karachi.

15. Sindh Agriculture University, Tandojam

16. Sindh Maddressatul Islam University , Karachi.

17. University of Karachi, Karachi

18. University of Sindh, Jamshoro

19. Aga Khan University, Karachi

20. Baqai Medical University, Karachi

21. Dadabhoy Institute of Higher Education, Karachi

22. Habib University, Karachi

23. Hamdard University, Karachi

24. Indus University , Karachi.

25. Institute of Business Management, Karachi

26. Jinnah University for Women, Karachi

27. KASB (Khadim Ali Shah Bukhari) Institute of Technology, Karachi

28. Mohammad Ali Jinnah University, Karachi

29. Nazeer Hussain University, Karachi

30. Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science & Technology (SZABIST), Karachi

31. Sir Syed University of Engg. & Technology, Karachi

32. Sindh Institute of Management and Technology , Karachi

33. Textile Institute of Pakistan, Karachi

34. Ziauddin University, Karachi

BALOCHISTAN
1. Balochistan University of Engineering & Technology, Khuzdar

2. Balochistan University of Information Technology, Engineering and Management Sciences, Quetta

3. Lasbela University of Agriculture, Water & Marine Sciences, Lasbela

4. Sardar Bahadur Khan Women’s University, Quetta

5. University of Turbat , Turbat

6. University of Balochistan, Quetta
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AZAD JAMMU AND KASHMIR
1. Mirpur University of Science & Technology, Mirpur

2. University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Muzaffarabad

3. Mohi-ud-Din Islamic University, AJK 

GILGIT-BALTISTAN
1. Karakoram International University, Gilgit
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AUDIT REPORT BY EY FORD RHODES CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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Sustainable Development Policy Institute
3rd Floor, Taimur Chambers, Block D (West), Fazal-ul-Haq Road, Blue Area, Islamabad, Pakistan.

Telephone: ++(92-51) 2277146, 2278134, 2278136, 2270674-6  Fax: ++(92-51) 2278135

www.sdpi.org


