
 

 

OUR PUBLICATIONS 

Preparing for the Next Wave of 

Developments under CPEC  

Author: Dr Vaqar Ahmed  

Chapter seven from the book CPEC-A 

precursor to regional economic growth & 

stability discussed next phase of CPEC with 

developmental context.  

 

OUR OPINION PIECES 

Advertisement in The Age of AI 

Technologies like TDA and VR that have the 

ability to potentially manipulate users cannot 

be left unregulated. The responsibility falls 

on the ad designer and marketers to 

encourage corporate transparency related to 

marketing and company efforts to influence 

consumers by using personal data. 

 

Taxing Naswar: segregating fact from 

fiction 

There is a need for the government to take 

serious notice of this industry. As a first step, 

the package standardization needs to be 

regulated. The next steps could include the 

possibility of bringing it under the tax 

umbrella and printing of health warning on 

the package. Masses are generally unaware of 

the ill-effects of this intoxicant and consider 

it a safe option and also as an alternative to 

cigarettes during the quitting phase. 

Media: a gendered propaganda 

Similar to many industrial spaces, media is an 

avenue struggling to harbour gender balance. 

It is imperative to understand it plays a 

pivotal role in moulding lives and more needs 

to be done towards women centrality. 

Excluding one is not giving the respective 

party a rightful voice, which becomes the 

norm for a society in projecting inaccuracy. 

Media platforms should strategies content to 

ensure that women are given equal 

opportunities as powerful agents of social 

change, and in overcoming the gender digital 

divide. 

 

Political leadership vacuum at district 

level 

 

Federal government should direct Higher 

Education Commission to introduce one new 

degree or subject in all public sector 

universities with the name of Politics or 

Political Leadership.  

 

Pakistan China trade: where we stand 

For the overall exports, the FBR recently 

announced an export facilitation scheme to 

facilitate exporters under which efforts will 

be made for ease of doing business and 

minimizing human interaction among 
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exporters and the department. Apart from 

that, duties and taxes on imported items such 

as machinery are exempted. These are 

positive measures that will help to increase 

the overall exports of Pakistan and exports to 

China, along with creating domestic 

employment opportunities. 

OUR EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT 

 

Ministry of Planning, Development and 

Reforms have constituted a committee to 

develop an innovative financing mechanism 

under Ehsaas Program and for this committee 

MoPDR selected SDPI staff Mr. Hassan 

Murtaza as member. This committee will 

identify scope, socio-economic visibility, 

relevant stakeholders and priority areas and 

to suggest tools for innovative financing in 

Pakistan.  

 

Ms Rubab Syed conducted key informant 

interviews with 17 institutions on paid 

academic services. 

 

Dr. Shafqat Munir & the team held two days 

meeting on “Pakistan Community Resilience 

Research Network” project meeting 2nd -4th 

September, 2019 

 

 

Dr. Imran Khalid spoke on Climate Change 

Summit 2019 organized by Future Forum 

 

12th Sep 2019 in Lahore College for Women 

University: Centre for Global Innovators 



(CGI), British Council and Sustainable 

Development Policy Institute (SDPI) 

organized the graduation ceremony of the 

first cohort of the first all-girls Social and 

Creative Incubation program in Pakistan, 

DICE Creative and Social Incubation Hub. 

Engr. Ahad Nazir represented SDPI.  

 

 

SDPI signed MoU with The Skills 

Enhancement Academy (UK) for capacity 

building programmes.  

 

UPCOMING WORKSHOP 

 

Qualitative and Quantitative Research 

Methods 

23 -24 September 2019 | SDPI, Islamabad 

Please register at cld@sdpi.org  

 

SDPI ON TELEVISION 

Ban on Plastic Bags in Islamabad 

Environmentalist Ms Maryam Shabbir spoke 

at Hum News  

SDTV SHOWS 

Institutional Collaboration 

 

Ban on Plastic Bags in Islamabad: 

Challenges & Opportunities 

 

SDPI IN PRINT MEDIA 

The Express Tribune, Islamabad, September 

13, 2019 

Pakistan's marble sector declining due to 

lack of attention 

 

Business Recorder, Islamabad, September 

14, 2019 

Experts for promoting marble and granite 

sector to boost exports 

 

The Nation, Islamabad, September 16, 2019 

Experts for promoting marble, granite 

sector to boost exports 

 

UrduPoint, Islamabad, September 13, 2019 

Experts For Promoting Marble And 

Granite Sector To Boost Exports 

 

News Nod, Islamabad, September 13, 2019 

Pakistan’s marble, granite industry is 

dying due to lack of recognition, speakers 

in SDPI Seminar 

 

Dawn, Islamabad, September 3, 2019 

Pakistan missed many opportunities to 

address Kashmir issue’ 

 

The Express Tribune, Islamabad, September 

3, 2019 

Need to popularise political narrative for 

Kashmir issue 

 

The News on Sunday, 8th September, 2019 

Islamabad by design 
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االسم ٓاابد، ۲۰۱۹ربمتس ۱۳روزانہم ربخںی،   

دعم وتہج ےک ابثع زوبں احیل اک اکشر ور رگانیٹئ اڈنرٹسی وکحیتم   ’امرلب ا

 

  ۲۰۱۹ربمتس،  ۱۲مہ وینز، االسم ٓاابد،

دعم وتہج ےک ابثع زوبں احیل اک اکشر ور رگانیٹئ اڈنرٹسی وکحیتم   ’امرلب ا

 

 

ردو وپاٹنی، االسم ٓاابد،  ۲۰۱۹ربمتس،  ۱۲روزانہم ا  

دعم وتہج ےک ابثع زوبں احیل اک  انیٹئ اڈنرٹسی وکحیتم  ور رگ امرلب ا اپاتسکن یک 

 اکشرےہ ، اسی ڈی یپ ٓایئ ےک زری اامتہم انیمیسر ےس رقمرنی اک اطخب

ردو یس، االسم ٓاابد،    ۲۰۱۹ربمتس ، ۱۳ا

اینت ےک یتمیق ذاخرئ اپےئ اجےت ںیہ رب نٹ ےک دعم ا  اپاتسکن ںیم 30 

ردو وپاٹنی، االسم ٓاابد، ربمتس    ۲۰۱۹، ۳روزانہم ا

ڈی یپ ٓایئ ےک زری اامتہم ریبرٹس میسن ادمح ابوجہ یک اتکب یک رقتبی روامنیئ  اسی 

 

OUR INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE DETAILS  

Sustainable Development In a Digital 

Society  

3-5 December, 2019 

 

Please write to us if you wish to opt out of 

our updates.  
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