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Quarterly 

 
Pakistan Forest Digest (PFD) 

 
 
The Pakistan Forest Digest (PFD) is a quarterly series of digests focused on the forest 
related issues, government and non-government endeavors, community concerns and 
rights reported by the leading Pakistani newspapers and periodicals.  
 
The Digest covers news and views on legislation, rights and disputes, conservation and 
rehabilitation projects, conferences, workshops and all other events and endeavors related 
to the forests. The digest also includes research articles by the experts and academia and 
the voices of the general public and stakeholders. 
 
It is a compilation of the selected news items and articles appearing in the local 
newspapers & periodicals. The monthly PFD covers The English dailies, The News 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad, The Nation Islamabad, Dawn Islamabad, Business Recorder 
Islamabad, - Urdu dailies Jang Rawalpidi, Nawa-Waqt Islamabad, Newspapers from 
Peshawar Ajar, Masharaq, Shamal from Abbot Abad and Aazadi from Swat. 
 
The PFD is supported by Partnership Action for Mitigation Syndrome (PAMS) project of 
Swiss NCCR (North-South).  
 
Views and comments to improve the digest are appreciated. 
 
Email: forestd@sdpi.org

 
 

mailto:forestd@sdpi.org
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About SDPI 
 
Brief History  
 
The Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI) was founded in August 1992 on the 
recommendation of the Pakistan National 
Conservation Strategy (NCS), also called 
Pakistan’s Agenda 21. SDPI is a policy-
oriented research institute established to 
produce quality policy research and advocate 
democratic governance and pro-people 
initiatives. It is registered under the Societies 
Registration Act, XXI of 1860.  
  
Mandate 
 

• To conduct policy advice, policy 
oriented research and advocacy from a 
broad multi-disciplinary perspective. 

• To promote the implementation of 
policies, programs, laws and 
regulations based on sustainable 
development. 

• To strengthen civil society and 
facilitate civil society-government 
interaction through collaboration with 
other organizations and activist 
networks. 

• To disseminate research findings and 
public education through the media, 
conferences, seminars, lectures, 
publications and curricula 
development, including the Citizens 
Report and State of the Environment 
Report.  

• To contribute to building up national 
research capacity and infrastructure. 

 
Goals  
 

• To catalyze the transition towards 
sustainable and just development in 
Pakistan. 

• To serve as a source of expertise and 
advisory services  
for the government, private sector, 
and non-governmental initiatives 
supporting the implementation of 
Pakistan's environment and 
development agenda.  

• To conduct policy-oriented research 
on sustainable development from a 
broad multi-disciplinary perspective.  

• To provide policy advice on matters 
relating to the mission of the Institute.  

• To contribute to strengthening the 
social and physical infrastructure for 
research in Pakistan including the 
construction and dissemination of 
databases and research indices and the 
improvement of library systems.  

• To initiate, establish and participate in 
collaborative advocacy and other 
activities with like-minded 
organisations in and outside the 
country.  

 
SDPI defines sustainable development as the 
enhancement of peace, social justice and 
well-being within and across generations. 
SDPI produces knowledge–knowledge that 
can enhance the capacity of government to 
make informed policy decisions and to 
engage civil society on issues of public 
interest. 
 
The Institute acts as both a generator of 
original research on sustainable development 
issues and as an information resource for 
concerned individuals and institutions. 
SDPI’s function is thus two-fold: an advisory 
role fulfilled through research, policy advice 
and advocacy; and an enabling role realised 
through providing other individuals and 
organisations with resource materials 
(training) to undertake NCS related activities. 
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About NCCR (North South) 

 
The National Center of Competence in Research (NCCR) Pakistan Research Group is a partner 
of the Swiss National Center of Competence in Research North-South (NCCR N-S), financially 
supported by Swiss National Science Foundation (SNF), Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), and Swiss universities. 
 
 
NCCR North-South Objectives 
 
1. Capacity-building: To strengthen development-oriented research capacities in the 
South and the North. In Pakistan, focus is on establishing research partnerships between SDPI 
and universities for Master and PhD students. 
 
2. Research: To undertake theory-led, empirical research on issues relevant to 
development. In Pakistan, research concentrates on the North-West Frontier Province (NWFP) 
and focuses on four themes: 
 
• From vulnerability to resilience: gender, migration and social capital 
• Development disparities on natural resource management 
• Development policies and livelihood realities 
 
3. Policy dialogue: To interact with policy makers and involved stakeholders on 
researched development issues. The Pakistan Research Group interacts with civil society, state 
agencies and donors. 
 
Lead partner in Pakistan is the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad. 
Associated organizations are Agricultural University Faisalabad, and Agricultural University 
Peshawar. Main partner in Switzerland is the Development Study Group, Zurich University 
(DSGZ). 
 
 
Research of NCCR on Forests of Pakistan 
 
NCCR has commissioned various researches on Forest which are conducted by renowned 
researchers. Most recent Research on Forests of Pakistan is "Donor-driven" forest governance in 
northwest Pakistan - challenges and future outlook conducted by Urs Geiser, Babar Shahbaz, 
2010. In this particular research Forests of Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa, a province of Pakistan, is 
matter of discussion.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/161
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/455
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Apart from this, following researches have been conducted by NCCR; 
 
 

 Social Network Analysis of Stakeholders in the Context of Forest Related 
Development Interventions in NWFP conducted by Sadia Kiran, 2009 

 Trust restores trees conducted by Urs Geiser, Babar Shahbaz, 2009 
 Impact of participatory forest management on financial assets of rural communities in 

Northwest Pakistan conducted by Tanvir Ali, Munir Ahmad, Babar Shahbaz, Abid Qaiyum 
Suleri, 2007 

 Analysis of myths and realities of deforestation in Pakistan conducted by Tanvir Ali, Babar 
Shahbaz, Abid Qaiyum Suleri, 2006 

 
 
 
Most of the publications focus on the challenges and problems faced by forest in Pakistan. For 
detail please visit: www.nccr-pakistan.org  
 

http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/161
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/455
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/15
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/455
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/482
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/482
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/15
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/455
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/455
http://www.north-south.unibe.ch/content.php/expert/id/482
http://www.nccr-pakistan.org/
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Summary 
 

 
 

The current issue of Forest Digest consists of eight chapters. The chapters cover 
topics of forest department, forests and floods, timber mafia, Illegal cutting and 
smuggling, conflagration, protection of forests and awareness, plantation drive, 
national parks, valleys and gardens and miscellaneous. 
 

The first chapter deals with the administrative affairs of the forest department, 
corruption, illegal cutting of trees and problems related to olive gardens. The alleged 
selling of olive trees and the contradiction of the provincial government of Khyber 
Pakhtounkhwa allude towards some clandestine deal. There are also some news about 
the inefficiency of the forest department which have been included in the current issue.  
 

The main theme of second chapter is about the devastation caused by the recent 
floods. One news item reveals that how an attempt was foiled to smuggle the trees 
washed away by floods. According to the news, the timber association of Charsadda 
demonstrated against the assistance given to the people who do business of timber 
collected in floods; not providing Watan Cards and the rogue elements who grabbed 
the timber worth millions of rupees.  
 

The third chapter is allocated to the news about timber mafia, illegal cutting and 
timber smuggling. A news item of Daily Shamal tells the story about a son of guard 
who became crownless king of forests and smuggled timber under the cover of finished 
furniture. This is the longest chapter of the current issue. This begins with the illegal 
cutting of trees in Murree to the news of illegal cutting in the areas like Konish Valley, 
Sern Valley, Thanda Pani, Haripur, Khalabut, Mansehra, Khanpur, Chitral, Hangrai 
forests and Batgram. The column “Hold fast and hope for the best” by a famous 
columnist of Hindko language, Hussam Hur is also included. He started his column 
from a big tree near a Peshawar school encircled by mushrooming buildings and 
concludes with the proposal that every citizen and student should plant one sapling on 
his name. 
 

The fourth chapter includes newspaper clippings about the fire in the forests. 
The large scale fire in the forests of Madain, Der Bala, Shah Gram, Dir Kohistan, Swat, 
Matta, Ayubia, Sakhra, Sangter and Balakot. Immediate actions were demanded to 
control the fire.  
 

The fifth chapter explains about protection of forests and awareness. This 
chapter includes plantation drive in Attock and Malakand, in addition to a column by 
Hassan Nisar with the topic Zardari, Shajarlkari, Basherkari and Sadakari.  



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute  

 
 

Pakistan Forest Digest x Vol. 1, No. 3, October – December 2010 
 

Seventh chapter covers the news about national parks, valleys and the gardens. 
One news item reveals that the historic Jinnah Park of Peshawar has been 
reduced to ruins; the Peshawar High Court has ordered to protect the gardens 
of Mughjal era. The column by Sabeeh Ahmed is an elegy about the destruction 
of a historic garden. 
 

The eighth and final chapter has some interesting and miscellaneous news. For 
example, the honeyed rain in the forests of Malam Jabba. It says that despite the clear 
sky, there was honeyed snowfall like hailstorm. It tasted exactly like honey.  This part 
also includes some interesting pictures of the area.  
 

The selection of news items, reports and articles have been extracted from the 
material published in local Urdu Newspapers like Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, Daily 
Aaj, Peshawar, Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, Daily Azadi, Swat, Daily Nawa-i-Waqt, 
Islamabad and Daily Jang, Rawalpindi. English Newspapers like Daily The News 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad, Dawn Islamabad, The Nation Islamabad, Business Recorder 
Islamabad, Daily Times Islamabad and Pakistan Observer Islamabad. 
 
 
Note from Editorial Board 
This digest is also uploaded on SDPI website and your comments to improve the 
contents and format of the digest would be welcome. Please send your feedback on 
forestd@sdpi.org
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:forestd@sdpi.org
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Letter to editor 

No leasing of forest land, please 
Dawn, Islamabad, October 26, 2010 

 
READING the Bureau 
Report (Oct 10), I was 
surprised to know that the 
Sindh chief minister has 
announced that forest land 
will be allotted to people on 
a 90-year-long lease. 
 
This announcement has 
been made in a country 
which lacks in forest 
resources and forested area 
has remained static in recent 
decades. 
 
Ecological experts believe 
that 20 per cent of the 
country should have forest 
cover, but only four to five 
per cent of the total area of 
Pakistan is under forests. 

Forests are environmental 
buffers as they consist of 
trees which intercept heavy 
rainfall and release the 
water slowly. 
 
Roots are natural anchors 
which prevent soil erosion. 
Soil erosion leads to 
flooding and silting up of 
streams. The recent floods 
have further accentuated the 
need for forestry. If we 
won’t start extensive 
afforestation, we would fail 
to accoutre Pakistan with 
natural weapons (trees) 
against natural disasters like 
floods. Being responsible 
citizens, we should also try 

our best to plant trees in our 
gardens and its vicinity. 
 
There is no discernment in 
leasing out forest land and 
there is no law which allows 
the Sindh chief minister to 
do so. 
 
Authorities should do 
justice to environmental 
buffers, otherwise we won’t 
be able to atone for the loss. 
A Welsh proverb says: “He 
who plants a tree plants a 
hope”. Please don’t let this 
hope fade away. 
 
FAKIHA HASSAN RIZVI 
Lahore

 

Forest land occupation alleged 
Dawn, Islamabad, November 24, 2010 

 
Bureau Report  
HYDERABAD, Nov 23: The 
forcible occupation of forest 

land by armed men and 
encroachment bearing the 
tag of one-year lease to 

women has deprived 
thousands of people of their 
only livelihood. 

 
Forest Department 
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More than two dozen 
activists of the Indus 
Development Organisation 
observed token hunger 
strike outside the press club 
in protest against the illegal 
occupation of land in 
Khebrani, Rais Mureed and 
other forests by the 
influential people. 
 
Executive Director Zain 
Daudpota alleged the police 
officers, MPAs and other 
powerful people of 

encroaching upon forest 
land which otherwise is 
granted to women on one 
year lease. He charged that 
armoured vehicles and 
police mobiles were 
surrounding the Khebrani 
and Rais Mureed forests to 
harass local population. 
 
The volunteers of our 
organisation scattered seeds 
on 1,200 acres on the land of 
the two forests soon after the 
floods, he said adding that it 

appears as if their 
labour of five years 
to protect forests is 
going down the 
drains as local 
people are deprived 
of their only livelihood. 
 
It`s unfair that the forests of 
Sindh would be destroyed 
when the world would be 
celebrating 2011 as the year 
of forests. 

 
 
 
English translation from Urdu News 

 

Cabin owners held protest demo against GDA and 
forest department on issuing the notice 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 05, 2010 
 
Abbottabad (Crime 
Reporter) The cabin owners 
demonstrated against GDA 
and forest department and 
shouted for their demands. 
“If the forest department 
and Galiat Development 
Authority tried to demolish 
the cabins, 40 families will 
commit suicide and both the 
departments will be 
responsible for that. These 
departments receive 
monthly rent including the 
sweetener exacted by the 
officials, immediate inquiry 
should be initiated, 
otherwise we shall block 
Murree Road to all kinds of 
traffic,”  said Raja Manzoor 

Mehmood Abassi, Sher 
Akber, Nahid Abassi, Ashiq 
Hussain Shah, Imtiaz Abassi 
and HafeezurRehman while 
commenting on the 
situation. 
 
“For the last many years 
there are about 40 cabins 
along sides the road from 
Koza Gali to Barrian. These 

cabins had never caused any 
hindrance to the traffic or 
any other issue. These 
cabins are the bread and 
butter of about 200 families; 
these people have been 
feeding their children 
besides facilitating the 
tourists. Now the forest 
department, GDA and 
Frontier Highway Authority 
have jointly served notice to 
the owners and announced 
to demolish the cabins. If the 
notices are not revoked, we 
shall protest strongly and 
GDA and other departments 
will be responsible for the 
consequences. 
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Decision for the legislation to restore 
the post of  Special Forest Magistrate 

• The post of Special Magistrate had been abolished after the 
magistracy setup was brought to an end in Musharraf era. 

The number of pending cases regarding the illegal cutting of forests and other issues 
has been increased; the Law department is being consulted. 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 05, 2010 
 
Peshawar (Asif Nisar 
Ghiasi) After the sharp 
increase in the number of 
pending cases of forest 
department to 20,000 in the 
province and increasing 
burden on the courts, the 
provincial government has 
decided to restore the post 
of Special Forest Magistrate 
through legislation. 
Consultation with the law 
department has been 
initiated. It’s hoped that the 
process of legislation will be 
finalised before the next 
session of provincial 
assembly. 
 
During the Musharraf 
regime, under devolution 
process, the magistracy 
setup was abolished and 

consequently the post of 
Special Forest Magistrate 
was eliminated. As a result, 
the cases regarding the 
illegal cutting of forest and 
other issues got delayed. 
The cases were sent to 
normal courts after 
abolishing the post. 
Government appointed five 
judges for different circles, 
but despite that the number 
of under trial cases 
increased and disposal of 
cases was very slow. 
According to sources of 
forest department, in the last 
five years, about 32,117 
cases were filed, out of those 
merely 11,977 cases were 
decided. At the moment, 
there are about 20,140 
pending cases. According to 

sources, the forest 
department has initiated the 
process of legislation to 
restore the post of forest 
magistrate to improve the 
situation. The process will 
help install the courts of 
forest magistrate like 
environment courts; the 
department will then refer 
the cases gradually to the 
courts of forest magistrate, 
finally all the cases will be 
transferred to those courts. 
When Provincial Minister 
Wahid Ali Khan was 
contacted, he said that the 
legislation was essential; 
therefore the forest 
department had initiated 
consultation with the Law 
Department. 

 

Shankiary: The cutting of forest stopped after the 
Appointment of Range Officer 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 04, 2010 
 
Shankiary (General 
reporter) Timber smugglers 
have gone ‘under ground’, 
the cutting of forests by 
chain saw at moony nights 
has stopped. Recently 

appointed range officer has 
started the inspection of 
forests, after his 
appointment and the strict 
checking might stop the 
further cutting of forest. 

Former Nazim Shankiari 
Muhammad Tariq Khan, 
Zainul Abideen, Jibran 
Khan, Councillor 
Muhammad Siraj were 
commenting on the 
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situation, they gave a joint 
statement: they said that the 
range officer Shankiari 
should not give in due to 

any political influence, “we 
assure the Range Officer 
Shankiari that in case there 
is any political influence by 

the timber 
smugglers, we shall 
fully cooperate 
with him.”
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A junior officer has been appointed over forest 
officers of Hazara 

• The junior officer grabbed a senior level post through heavy bribe, timber 
smugglers are making hay 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 06, 2010 
 
Karrmang (Correspondent) 
A most junior officer has 
been appointed to 
subordinate all the forest 
officers of Hazara Division. 
For that matter the said 
officer offered heavy bribe. 
Now that officer will cover 
that ‘expense’ by wiping out 
the forests. It’s noteworthy 

that the appointment of that 
junior officer in the forest 
division where there is not 
much to do, is amazing. The 
division has senior officers 
of grade 19, namely DFO 
Sirdar Muhammad Sultan, 
Sher Muhammad Khan, 
Rustam Khan, Haji 
Muhammad Haneef and 

Qazi Younis. The 
appointment of that junior 
officer by the provincial 
government seems to be a 
target to wipe out the forests 
to weaken the Hazara 
Province movement and 
destroy the wealth of 
Hazara. 

 
 

Galiat: Forest department is facing inquiry by anti-
corruption department; the record is taken into custody 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 06, 2010 
 
Palak (Special 
correspondent) The anti 
corruption department has 
begun inquiry in forest 
departments of Abbottabad 
and galiat, and all the record 
has been taken into custody. 
The notorious range officer 
of Donga Gali is struggling 
to escape. According to 
details, the anti-corruption 
department of Abbottabad 
started operation to prevent 

cutting of forests and timber 

smuggling after large scale 
public complaints, and 
taken all the record into its 
custody. Fearing the inquiry, 
the corrupt officers are set 
out to get them transfer to 
other areas. The most 
notorious range officer of 
Gulraiz Division formed a 
team to cruelly cut the 
forests and smuggle timber 
worth millions of rupees. 
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The out of the way promotions in forest 
department, MalaKand cause resentment 

among the officials 
Daily Aaj, Peshawar, October 08, 2010 

 
Bonir (Aaj correspondent) 
Malakand forest guards, 
foresters and Deputy 
Rangers Association held a 
meeting. The meeting was 
presided over by president 
Mian Bakht Wali. During 
the meeting participants 
expressed their concerns 
regarding the promotion of 
junior officer to deputy 
rangers. According to merit 

and quota, the junior guard 
of 35 years age and first 
position holder in the exam 
of Sarhad Forest School is 
eligible for the promotion. 
The department has justified 
the promotion through 
merely five ACOs; that’s 
injustice and cheating of the 
foresters’ rights. A 
resolution was passed in the 
meeting which said that for 

promotion, the condition of 
35 years age, five ACO and 
one year course should be 
compulsory, so that 20/30 
years old senior foresters 
and other employees should 
not be deprived. They 
warned that in case their 
demands were not met, they 
would be forced to take 
direct action. 

 

 

The inefficiency of Abbottabad forest department: Bandah 
Jat forests are disappearing 

• The department has been apprised many times, no action has been taken yet, 
we’ll meet the commissioner soon: Spokesman of delegation 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 14, 2010 
 
Abbottabad (City reporter) 
The timber mafia has wiped 
out the forests in different 
parts of Abbottabad. The 
residents of Banda Lamba, 
Banda Qazi and adjacent 
areas told media people that 
timber smugglers were 
mercilessly ruining the 

forest in the dark of night. 
The forest department 
officials did not heed the 
frequent complaints by the 
locals. A barrier at Banda 
Qazi road was fixed to 
prevent smuggling, but 
officials deputed at the 
barrier were avoiding taking 

action against the influential 
timber smugglers. The 
delegation of the said area 
told that they would soon 
meet the Hazara 
commissioner to stop the 
large scale cutting of forests. 

 

The appointment of range officer stopped, the illegal cutting of forests. 
The continuous day and night patrolling irks the timber mafia 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 02, 2010 
 
Khanpur (Special reporter) 
The practice of illegal 
cutting of forests has halted 
in Upper Khanpur and the 
surrounding areas of 

Khanpur for some time. The 
forests are temporarily safe. 
The newly appointed range 
officer severely troubled the 
elements involved in illegal 

cutting of forests. The range 
officer has pledged not to be 
bribed or bow to politically 
influential people. The day 
and night patrolling 
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initiated by the range officer 
has curbed the illegal 
practice of forest cutting and 
has erected a bulwark 
against the timber 
smugglers. The range 
officer’s honesty and 
dutifulness has tormented 

the timber smuggler. The 
people demanded the range 
officer Khanpur to deal the 
matter with iron hand, but 
due to the scarcity of natural 
gas, the people of the area 
were compelled to use wood 
as fuel. The cutting of olive 

and pine trees 
should be 
discouraged, but 
the domestic needs 
of the people 
should also be kept 
in mind. 
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The labourers and watchmen of Ougi forest departments 
are waiting for their salaries for the last six months 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, November 21, 2010 
 
Ougi (Correspondent) The 
labourers and watchmen 
working on the nurseries of 
Ougi range of forest 
department, planted with 
the collaboration of Erra, 

have not been paid for the 
last six months, they passed 
their Eid days in starvation. 
The department official did 
not heed their miserable 
condition. The labourers and 

watchmen strongly 
protested and warned that if 
they were not paid they 
would hold demo in Milad 
Chowk Ougi. 

 

The rulers are eyeing precious olive trees 
Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 02, 2010 

 
Normally the irregularities and corruption of 
rulers is revealed after they are not in power, 
but the present rulers have the special 
honour that their misappropriation and 
nepotism have begun to surface while they 
are in power. The popular slogan of 
government of Khyber Pukhtoonkhwa is 
‘peace’, so they are giving special attention to 
“Olive tree’ — the symbol of peace. To cut it 
short, some areas of district Mardan were 
found suitable for olive farming, so olive 
trees were planted on large scale, now the 
trees are bearing fruit which has attracted the 
rulers’ attention. The trees are being 
presented to some favourite personality. The 
concerned departments have shown strong 

reservations in this regard. Let’s see what the 
provincial government is going to ameliorate 
the situation. 
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The performance of forest department is 
commendable 

• The excellent performance of forest officials has enhanced the 
scenic beauty of Batgram forests. 

Daily Azadi, Swat, December 07, 2010 
 
Batgram (Correspondent) 
The performance of Batgram 
forest department is quite 
admirable. The efficiency 
and hardwork of forest 
department officials have 
enhanced the beauty of 
forests. The people of the 
Batgram use wood and peat 
as fuel in winter due to the 
non-availability of natural 

gas. They go to firewood 
stalls and machine saw 
cutting shops, no illegal 
business is going on at the 
saw-machines, the 
increasing number of 
electric saw has facilitated 
the local population and that 
is irking some people. The 
people of the area have 
demanded the provincial 

government to supply the 
natural gas to Batgram on 
priority basis. The 
politicians promised to 
provide gas connection to 
the people but after winning 
the elections they forgot 
everything. The residents 
praised the performance of 
forest department. 

 

Munda Kuchh: The information of forest conservator’s 
visit perturb the watchmen 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 16, 2010 
 
Munda Kuchh (Shamal correspondent) 
Yesterday people of the area received the 
information that forest conservator would 
visit Munda Kuchh after touring Shaheed 
Pani. The news alarmed the watchmen and 
they were looking for help. In the afternoon, 

they came to know the conservator was 
invited in Domel and he went back after 
having lunch. The people of the area appealed 
to the conservator to visit the forests of that 
area. 

 
 

The services of Provincial Forests Minister are 
known to everybody, Saleem Khan 

The ANP leadership has always supported the cause of Pukhtoon’s rights in 
every forum, president Qatar. 

Daily Aaj, December 16, 2010 
 
Peshawar (PR) The 
president of ANP Qatar, 
Saleem Khan Bangash has 
praised the services of Wajid 
Ali Khan, provincial 
minister of Khyber 

Pukhtoonkhwa. During the 
period of provincial minster 
the district Swat, large scale 
development programmes 
ushered into a new era. 
Saleem Khan said in a 

separate statement, that 
Swat was experiencing 
troubles but with the help of 
Pak army and the police 
restored the grandeur of that 
area.  
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The olive trees have not been sold, 
Mian Iftekhar 

The news is incorrect, the land is given on lease at Rupees 1200/- per kanal 
Daily Azadi, Swat, December 16, 2010 

 
Peshawar (Bureau Report) The Information 
Minister of Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa and 
spokes man of the provincial government 
clarified the news printed in some daily 
papers and the news broadcast by a TV 
channel, which said that the provincial 
government had disposed off the olive farms 
on 170 acres area on throw away rates to a 
certain firm. He said the farms had not been 
sold, but given on lease.  
 
He further said the said land was already 
with Pakistan Oil and Seed Development 
since year 2000 against the lease of rupees 
600 per kanal. The lease had expired on June 
30, 2010. The government told the board to 
revise the lease amount according to law, but 
the board owing to its weak financial 
condition declined to increase the lease 
amount. The provincial government asked 
the concerned DRO about the market rates, 
which were Rs.950/- to Rs.1050.   

 
Therefore the provincial government, 
considering the national interest, gave the 
recommendation to give the land on lease 
against 1200 per kanal annually, to make the 
deal more transparent, government decided 
to call for open bidding for the said land, the 
details would be printed in national dailies 
soon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pakistan Forest Digest 8 Vol. 1, No. 3, October – December, 2010 
 



 
Chapter 2 

 
FOREST & FLOODS 

 
 

 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute  

 
Chapter 02 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pakistan Forest Digest 9 Vol. 1, No. 3, October – December, 2010 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Importance of forest in fighting flood stressed 
Dawn, Islamabad, October 03, 2010 

 
By Our Correspondent 
THATTA, Oct 2: Speakers at 
a seminar on “Forest and its 
role in ecological changes” 
organised on Saturday said 
that floods served as stark 
reminder of the significance 
of forests and the large scale 
devastations caused by 
recent floods across the 
country could have been 
averted had there been 
forests. 
 
Had there been a cushion of 
thick forests in the hilly and 
riverine areas of the country, 
the affects of devastating 
floods would have been 
substantially low as was 
evident in the cases of floods 
and tsunami in Sri Lanka, 
India and China, said the 
speakers. 
 
The seminar was organised 
by the Sindh Radiant 
Organization, an NGO, in 
Makli. 

Conservator of forests, 
Thatta circle, Riaz Ahmed 
Waggan, said that Sindh 
forest department had 
capitalized on the floods by 
launching regeneration 
operations in mid-Abkalani 
season and sowed seeds of 
Babul and Kandi trees 
manually and through 
motor boats over 65,000 
hectares in Sukkur, Larkana, 
Hyderabad and Thatta. 
 
He said that the department 
had been busy planting 
different mangrove species 
in the delta since August 
2010 to utilise favourable 
conditions that emerged this 
year. 
 
So far afforestation of 
mangroves over 2,000 
hectares had been 
completed and natural 
regeneration of Avicenna 
species were being protected 
in Shah Bandar, Keti Bandar 

and Port Qasim areas, he 
said. 
 
National Coordinator of 
UNDP-GEF, Masood Lohar, 
said that nutrients and silt 
deposits brought by 
floodwater has positive 
impact on existing 
mangroves in Indus delta. 
 
They would lower salinity 
and provide excellent 
growth medium for 
regeneration and existing 
mangroves, he said. 
 
Awami Tehrik leader Dada 
Qadir Ranto said that the 
world record holder Keti 
Bunder where 541,176 
saplings of mangroves were 
planted in a day last year, 
was turning into a beautiful 
landscape after receiving 
nutrient rich floodwater and 
monsoon rains. 
 

 
Forests & Floods 
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Former MPA Shafiq Ahmed 
Shah Bukhari said that flood 
would have little affect on 
the ruined coastline, adding 
that a regular flow of at least 
35 MAF water downstream 
Kotri could help revive the 
coastline. 
 
The recent floods had, 
however, brought life back 

to the coastline and 
fishermen community, he 
said. 
 
Social activist Rizwan Shah 
said that floods served as a 
reminder of how important 
the forests were and should 
serve as an eye opener for 
the development planners of 
the country. 

He demanded 
release of water 
downstream Kotri 
on a permanent 
basis for the 
survival of coastline 
and called for steps to face 
any recurrence of floods in 
future.

 

 
 
English Translation from Urdu News 
 
 

Timber Association Charsadda held protest demo 
for the fulfilment of their demands 

• The timber merchants affected by floods have decided to hold a rally to 
protest the non availability of Watan Card and against the rogue elements 
who have grabbed their precious wood. 

• The speakers complained that despite paying income tax in millions of 
rupees, they had not been invited to hold survey. 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar October 02, 2010 
 

 
Charsadda (Mashriq 
correspondent) Timber 
Association of Charsadda 
expressed its concern over 
the non availability of 
Watan Card and the illegal 
hold on the precious wood. 
The affected businessmen 
have given a deadline of 
October 25. If the demands 
are not met they would 
block the Peshawar highway 
on October 26 and would 
hold demos at large scale. 
According to reports, a 
protest meeting was 

organized by the Timber 
Association Charsadda 
which was attended by 
businessmen from all over 
the province. While 
addressing the meeting, the 
provincial president Haji 
Mian Gul, Haji Habibullah 
and Haji Farman, a notable 
personality of the area, said 
that the floods had made 
havoc in Charsadda area, 
which eventually hurt 
terribly the people 
connected with the timber 
business. It’s very sad that 

the federal, provincial and 
district governments have 
ignored that section of 
population. They said that 
they pay tax in million s of 
rupees to the government 
and timber worth millions of 
rupees had been washed 
away. The loss is in millions 
of rupees and they are broke 
and almost bankrupt. The 
rogue elements and police 
have grabbed timber 
millions of rupees. 
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The attempt to transfer felled trees by the 
floods is foiled 

• Akora police took a trailer loaded with precious tree trunks into 
custody and arrested the driver 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar October 12, 2010 
 
Nowshehra (Mashriq 
correspondent) The precious 
trees worth millions of 
rupees felled during floods 
were about to besmuggled 
to Punjab but Akora Khattak 
police foiled that attempt. 
The Akora Khattak police 
got the tip off that 

government’s precious trees 
worth millions of rupees 
would be smuggled to 
Punjab after getting fake 
auction documents. The 
heavy contingent of police 
cordoned off the Joi Road.  
A trailer with registration 
number PRE 8071 was 

stopped and searched. The 
precious tree trunks were 
hidden under the tarpaulin, 
police took the loaded trailer 
into custody and arrested 
the driver named Shamshad 
s/o Serwar resident of 
Haripur. 
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Favourite persons are being allotted space for 
business purposes in the public parks of Islamabad 
• More than 150 illegal kiosk and cabins have been installed in 

Murghazar, Rawal Lake and F-9 parks 
Daily Nawa-i-Waqt, Islamabad, October 08, 2010 

 
Islamabad (Correspondent) 
In violation of rules and 
regulations, the 
environment directorate has 
begun to allot space in 
public parks for business 
purposes to the favourite 
persons. More than 150 
kiosks and cabins have been 
erected in Murghazar Zoo, 
Rawal Lake and F-9 parks. 
Notwithstanding the 
directives of chairman CDA, 
forty cabins from Rawal 
Lake could not be removed. 
According to our sources the 
environment department of 
CDA violated the authority 
rules which encouraged 

mushroomed 
encroachments in the public 
parks and picnic spots. The 
sources told Nawa-i-Waqt 
that inside Murghazar Zoo, 
about 10 favourite persons 

including 
CDA 

employees 
have been 

allotted 
Kiosks and 
cabins. In 
Rawal Lake 
parking lot, 
50 persons, 

in 
Shakarparia

n resort 
about 10 persons and more 
than dozen persons in 
Fatima Jinnah Park, have 
been allotted space for 
business purpose. 
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The forests of Ashrai Pass are 
national assets 

• The smuggling of precious timber with the connivance of forest 
department officials be checked 

Daily Azadi, Swat, December 19, 2010 
 
Darora (Correspondent) 
The people of the area 
strongly protested the 
illegal cutting of Ashrai 
Pass forests by the 
smugglers and said the 
forests are invaluable 
national assets, but the 
asset is being plundered 

by smugglers with the 
collaboration of forest 
department officials. One 
Datsun pickup loaded 
with precious timber is 
smuggled every night. 
They said that for 
mosques and personal use 
the officials do not allow a 

single shoot of trees, but 
the smugglers are given 
free hand. The public 
circles have demanded the 
strict action against the 
violators of national 
assets. 

 
 
 



 
Chapter 3 

 
TIMBER MAFIA- 

ILLEGAL CUTTING & SMUGGLING 
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Tree cutting goes unchecked 
The Nation Islamabad, November 17, 2010 

 
ISLAMABAD (APP) – 
Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) has vast rural area 
where most of the people 
spend their lives by cutting 
woods from the forests 
surrounding the capital. 
 
The cutting of woods has 
increased manifold due to 
increased LPG prices and 
arrival of winter season. Use 
of firewood for cooking food 
and heating homes by 
residents of villages in the 

Margalla Hills has reached 
to an alarming stage, which 
is also damaging the green 
environment of the capital. 
This irreparable loss of trees 
on the hilly area is going 
unnoticed by the concerned 
authorities. 
 
With the increasing 
population in the rural areas 
of Capital, the threat to 
environment is getting 
worst as people could not 

manage to have cheap 
accommodation in the city. 
 
Most of the people are living 
or occupying the 
government land illegally 
without getting noticed by 
anyone. 
 
The rural areas are not 
planned and these also lack 
basic facilities thus people 
are compelled to cut trees at 
a larger scale to fulfill their 
needs.  

 

Margalla Hills 
Use of firewood as fuel increases with advent of winter 

The News Islamabad, November 15, 2010 
  
Islamabad: With the arrival 
of winter season the 
relentless use of firewood 
for cooking food and 
heating homes by residents 
of villages in the Margalla 
Hills is continuing with each 

passing day, causing 
irreparable damage to 
natural environmental 
character of this hilly area.  
 
According to statistics more 
than 300,000 people are 

living in some 32 villages in 
the Margalla Hills and the 
number of population is 
increasing day by day due to 
inflow of people from other 
parts who find it hard to 
manage accommodation 

 
Timber Mafia - Illegal 
Cutting & Smuggling 
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amid high cost of living in 
cities. 
 
“It is really hard to bring gas 
cylinder from the urban area 
to this hilly village because 
we have to walk three 
kilometres from the main 
road to reach our home,” 
said Niaz Raja, a resident of 
Kalinjer village in the 
Margalla Hills area. 
 
It is pertinent to mention 
here that the federal 
government had sought 
proposals for provision of 
gas cylinders on subsidised 
rates to residents living in 
Margalla Hills, but the 
initiative hit snags due to 
disinterest of many relevant 
departments. 
 
Fauzia Minallah, an 
environmentalist, who 
wrote a book on natural 
character of Islamabad, said 
it is necessary to introduce a 
scheme for provision of gas 

cylinders to the villagers on 
subsidised rates otherwise 
increasing use of firewood 
would destroy the natural 
environment in the Margalla 
Hills. 
 
The data prepared by 
Biodiversity Action Plan of 
Pakistan showed that 
Pakistan has a network of 
225 Protected Areas 
comprising 14 National 
Parks including Margalla 
Hills National Park, 99 
Wildlife Sanctuaries, 96 
Game Reserves, and 16 
unclassified (private, 
proposed or recommended). 
The total area covered by 
these categories is 9, 170, 
121, which is 10.4 per cent of 
the total land area. 
 
Fauzia Minallah said it is 
encouraging that the 
relevant authorities has 
made an end to stone-
crushing in the Margalla 
Hills after an effective 

campaign by media 
and 
environmentalists 
for protection of 
natural flora and fauna, but 
it is also necessary to stop 
use of wood as a source of 
fuel especially in the winter 
season. 
 
Even in Saidpur village that 
is quite close to urban area 
of the capital city the 
residents prefer to use 
firewood for cooking 
purposes, as most of them 
cannot purchase gas 
cylinders due to limited 
financial resources. 
 
Raja Shafiq, who runs a 
shop in the village market, 
said the prices of gas 
cylinders have gone beyond 
their financial resources so 
they have no option except 
to use firewood to meet their 
requirements.- INFN

 
 

Gas shortage 

LPG, firewood, coal dealers 
looting masses 

The News Islamabad, December 29, 2010 
 
By Khalid Iqbal 
 Rawalpindi: The residents 
of Rawalpindi are forced to 
buy Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas (LPG), firewood, coal 
and cow dung on higher 

rates due to non-availability 
of gas in different areas. 
 
The LPG retailers, 
wood/coal sellers are taking 

full advantage of gas crisis 
and looting public with both 
hands, but the concerned 
authorities are taking no 
action against these 
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profiteers. According to data 
available with ‘The News’ 1-
kg LPG is being sold in the 
open market at Rs140-150 
against Rs120, 40-kg 
firewood is being sold at 
Rs400 against previous rate 
of Rs290-300, 1-kg coal is 
available in the market at 
Rs40 against Rs30 and 100 
pieces of dry cow dung are 
available in the market at 
Rs180-200 against Rs100. 
 
On the other hand people in 
different areas are facing 
worst shortage of LPG as 
well. 
 
The residents of areas near 
Adiala Road, Al Mumtaz 
Colony, Westridge, 
Qasimabad, Gulistan 
Colony, Tench Bhatta, Jan 
Colony, Sadiqabad, Aria 
Muhallah, Raheemabad, 
Nadeemabad, Pirwadhai, 
Dhoke Ratta, Dehri 
Hasanabad, Tipu Road, 
Dhoke Syedan, Dhamyal 
and several other areas are 
receiving zero gas pressure 
for many days and therefore 
they have no option left, but 
to purchase LPG, firewood, 
coal and cow dung on 
higher rates. 
 
Talking to ‘The News’ 
number of residents of these 
areas said that the pressure 
of gas in their homes was 
almost non-existent for 
several days. They said that 
they couldn’t afford to buy 

LPG, firewood and coal on 
higher rates. 
 
When ‘The News’ contacted 
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines 
Limited (SNGPL) Senior 
General Manager Rehan 
Nawaz admitted that people 
were facing gas shortage. He 
said that in summer, people 
consume less quantity of gas 
as compared to winter. 
“Secondly we are supplying 
gas to industries therefore 
domestic consumers are 
facing difficulties in supply 
of gas,” he said adding the 
problem would be resolved 
after peak season. 

 
When ‘The News’ contacted 
All Pakistan LPG Dealers 
Association President Hadi 
Khan strongly condemned 
retailers for selling LPG in 
black on higher rates. He 
said: “We fixed LPG rate at 
Rs120 per kilogram and 
retailers could not increase 
the prices at their own. 

Concerned 
authorities should 
take action against 
retailers,” he 
added. 
 
When ‘The News’ contacted 
Oil and Gas Regulatory 
Authority (Ogra) Deputy 
Executive Director (LPG 
Department) Muhammad 
Altaf said they would take 
strict action against the 
violators. “Our inspectors 
are continuously checking 
LPG market rates”, he said. 
 
Nabila Riasat, a housewife 
from Adiala Road said: “We 

could not cook 
meal and have to 
bear severe cold 
weather due to 
absence of gas.” 
 

Meanwhile, 
majority of 

Compressed 
Natural Gas 
(CNG) stations in 
Potohar region 

including 
Rawalpindi and 
Islamabad were 
closed on 
Tuesday due to 

non-availability of gas. The 
motorists using CNG in 
vehicles are facing 
numerous difficulties in this 
situation. 
 
Pakistan CNG Association 
Central Chairman Ghayas 
Abdullah Paracha said that 
there was enough gas, but 
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concerned department was 
supplying maximum gas to 
industries. “Therefore 

majority of CNG stations in 
Potohar region including 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad 

were closed due to 
non-availability of 
gas,” he added. 

 

 
Tree chopping, hunding go on in Pai forest 

Dawn Islamabad, December 29, 2010 
 
By Zulfiqar Memon 
NAWABSHAH, Dec 28: In 
the wake of massive damage 
to the forests and loss of 
wildlife during recent 
floods, illegal wood cutting 
and hunting continues in the 
Pai forest and game reserve, 
Dawn has learnt. 
 
According to insiders, 
thousands of trees of Talhi, 
Babbur and Eucalyptus have 
been chopped from various 
parts of the forest by timber 
mafia during recent past in 
connivance with local 
officials with complete 
impunity. 
 
Trees spreading over 
thousands of acres have 
been chopped in various 
forests of the district in the 
past with an incline in recent 
time. However, the 
department had not paid 
any attention on rapidly 
vanishing forests and no 
new policies were 
implemented for increasing 
the staff, controlling the 

encroachments and new 
plantations besides 
problems of water in these 
forests. 
 
Similarly a number of 
animals including 
endangered species of hog 
deer were hunted in the Pai 
and other forests of the 
district besides routine 
hunting of partridges. 
However, no action plan or 
strategy could be formed to 
stop this illegal act and save 
the wildlife in the region. 
 
The illegal exercise of tree 
chopping has not only badly 
damaged the environment 
and hard work of years 
together but also affected 
natural habitat of the 
wildlife making them more 
vulnerable, they added. 
 
The wildlife, which had 
badly been damaged during 
recent floods, had to run for 
their life due to cutting of 
trees on a larger scale 
exposing them to hunters 

and locals after which a 
number of such animals, 
including hog deer were 
hunted in the same region, 
they said. 
 
They said that a number of 
local hunters tried to target 
hog deer in the Pai Game 
Reserve a couple of days 
back, but due to timely 
information by the locals to 
department’s high-ups, the 
hunters escaped. After this 
incident, body of a fawn was 
also recovered from a 
watercourse which was 
taken to Hyderabad. 
 
When contacted, Dr 
Fehmida Firdous, acting 
Conservator of the Wildlife 
Sindh, said that she received 
information regarding 
illegal hunting in the Pai 
Game Reserve. However, 
when she reached, a body of 
fawn which died after 
felling in a watercourse, was 
recovered and there was no 
sign of it being hit by the 
hunters. 
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Saleem Raza Jalbani, Game 
Warden of the Pai Game 
Reserve, was not available 
for comments. 
 
When questioned about 
illegal chopping of trees in 
the Pai and other forests, the 
district administrator of 
Shaheed Benazirabad, Jamal 
Mustafa Syed, advised this 
correspondent to contact the 
Divisional Forests Officer 
(DFO). However, he showed 
his ignorance about hunting 
of any animal in the Pai 
Game Reserve. 
 
The DFO Irfanuddin Shaikh 
said that he had received 

information about illegal 
cutting of trees in the Pai 
Forest on December 21 after 
which he, along with Game 
Warden and SP 
Investigations, Shaheed 
Benazirabad, reached the 
spot and found some 
scattered old and fresh 
stumps of trees at the site. 
 
He said that two men busy 
in cutting trees at site were 
also arrested and handed 
over to Sakrand police and 
Range Forest Officer Bachal 
Shah and forests guards 
Dodo Khan Samo, Tariq Ali 
Solangi and Allah Dino 
Khaskheli were suspended 

by the Chief 
Conservator of 
Forests Sindh. 
 
He said that a working plan 
to assess the damage in 
entire area of the Pai Forests 
Reserve was already in the 
field. 
 
It was beyond belief that the 
culprits arrested by the 
police on the spot were later 
released and no FIR was 
lodged with any police 
station. 

 
 

Inquiry into tree chopping and hunting ordered 
Dawn Islamabad, December 30, 2010 

 
By Our Correspondent  
NAWABSHAH, Dec 29: 
Taking notice of illegal 
chopping of trees and 
animal hunting in Pai Forest 
and Game Reserve, the PPP 
MNA Faryal Talpur directed 
the concerned officials to 
conduct an inquiry and 
submit their report within 
stipulated time so that 
action may be taken against 
the responsible people. 
 

“I ordered the Divisional 
Forest Officer and police to 
reach Pai Forest for 
verification, the moment 
information regarding 
illegal felling of trees and 
hunting reached to me,” she 
told on Wednesday. 
 
“Earlier also, I had directed 
senior forest officials to 
conduct an inquiry and 
constitute a team for digging 
out facts and ascertaining 
losses incurred on account 

of it. The inquiry is still 
underway,” she said. 
 
The MNA was aghast over 
the release of people 
arrested from the spot and 
directed the DPO Shaheed 
Benazirabad to re-arrest 
them and also take action 
against policemen involved 
in it. 
 
A committee to examine 
prospects and 
formulate/recommend 
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measures for improvement 
of forest and 
protection/conservation of 
wildlife, and fauna and flora 
was already in place, she 
said. Directives for 
establishing a recreational 
park without damaging the 

natural environment and 
evolving a strategy for the 
removal of encroachments 
had been sent to concerned 
quarters, she added. 
 
DPO Pervez Umrani when 
contacted said that the SHO 

Sakrand had been 
suspended for 
negligence and an 
inquiry was in 
progress in this regard. 

 

 
 

English Translation from Urdu News 
 

Timber Mafia, Illegal cutting and Smuggling 
• Local people foiled the attempt of smuggling hundreds of feet precious wood from 

Paras 
• A loaded with timber is parked in Paras Rest House, the remaining timber is 

concealed by timber mafia: Niaz Hussain 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 01, 2010 

 
Bala Kot (Tehsil reporter) 
The timber mafia in Paras 
cut hundreds of feet Biar 
wood and tried to smuggle, 
but the forest owners 
frustrated their plan. Niaz 
Hussain Shah s/o Ghulam 
Akbar Shah resident of Ougi 
stated in his written 
declaration, “The timber 
mafia was fleeing after 
cutting wood from the area 

belonging to them, we over 
powered them and captured 
the loaded truck. The truck 
no. GLT 9413 is parked in 
Shogran Forest House and 
the remaining wood has 
been hidden in machine saw 
spot and other areas; there is 
an unbeatable evidence of 
wood theft. The wood cut 
with the intention of stealing 
is loaded in the truck in 

form of beams and shafts. 
The forest department 
officials are also involved in 
the smuggling because we 
captured the truck and 
impounded in Ougi but the 
officials took that to forest 
house. We appeal the higher 
officials to take serious steps 
to root out the smuggling 
and give protection to forest 
owners.” 

 

The son of Jabori Rest House watchman has 
become crownless king of jungle 

• Costly timber is being smuggled under the cover of furniture, DFO and higher 
officials are appealed to take action 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 02, 2010 
 
Kotakay (Correspondent) 
Timber smuggling is going 

on in broad daylight, 
notorious smugglers are 

involved. The people 
belonging to area demanded 
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immediate action. 
According to details, the son 
of Jabori Rest House 
watchman has become 
crownless king of jungle and 
selling timber in black 
market with the 
collaboration of infamous 

‘Blackie Group’, the further 
investigations revealed that 
under the cover of furniture 
timber was being smuggled. 
The residents of Munda 
Khicha and Jabori said that 
the son of the watchman 
was involved in that illicit 

practice. The 
residents of Munda 
Khicha demanded 
the DFO and other 
officials to take strict action 
to eliminate that nefarious 
business.

 
 

Battal forest are being wiped out 
• Forest department officials are trying desperately to buy off the journalists 
• Journalists have pledged to provide proofs of corruption and smuggling and resolved to 

take action against the officials,  
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 03, 2010 

 
Konish Valley (Bureau 
chief) The officials of forest 
department check post, 
Batal Dewli tried to silence 
the journalists’ voice by 
offering bribe to wipe out 
the forests, honest and 
fearless journalist flatly 
refused to sell their honour. 
According to details, forest 
check post Dewli spread a 
rumour that the Konish 
valley journalists had been 
bought off and nobody 
could stop them.  
 
The Konish Valley 
journalists strongly 

condemned the news and 
resolved to take strict action 
against them. They met with 
the range officer and 
informed him that the 
journalists’ integrity could 
not be bought off. Konish 
Valley bureau, Muhammad 
Safeer Khan told the forest 
department Batal Dewli that 
they would take action 
against the officials who 
slandered them. It’s worth 
mentioning that illegal 
cutting of forest is booming 
and if there is any hurdle on 
their way that is the 
journalist community. No 

other department take 
action against forest 
department officials, they 
are only afraid of media, 
they, on many occasions 
tried to buy off them, but in 
vain.  
 
Now they are spreading 
baseless rumours to defame 
inconclusively the 
journalists. The journalist 
will strive hard to collect the 
proof of corruption and 
contrivance of forest 
department officials in 
timber smuggling. 

 
 
 

The illegal cutting continues in Shankiary and the adjoining areas 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 10, 2010 

 
Dhodial (Reporter) The 
unabated illegal cutting 
continues in Shankiary and 

the adjoining areas, costly 
wood is being sold in 
market and at machine saw 

shops through carts and 
other means. The forests are 
being mercilessly cut with 
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the connivance of forest 
department officials. The 
government is being 
deprived of millions of 

rupees daily. The officials of 
forest department take the 
‘sweetener’ to allow 

smuggling of 
timber day and 
night. 

 
 

Tree cutting is converting Murree into barren 
plain, Forest department is helpless… 

Housing societies and timber mafia are relentlessly annihilating the 
natural beauty, rulers should take notice 

Daily Nawa-i-Waqt, Islamabad, October 12, 2010 
 
Murree (Special 
correspondent) Forests that 
adorn the beauty of Murree 
are imploring desperately 
the public and people at 
power for their safety. 
Despite awareness drive 
among people the forests are 
being cut unabatedly. If the 
practice continues, soon 
Murree hills will present a 
picture of a barren treeless 

land, and to restore the 
beauty of the hilly resort 
will be an uphill task for the 
coming generations. The 
heavenly resort is being 
plundered not only by 
timber mafia but also by the 
politically influential 
figures. They are 
cooperating to develop 
housing societies to pile up 
their wealth, for that matter 

the trees are being cut like 
anything. The forest 
department is watching 
silently. The jungle fire in 
the forests adjacent to 
Kashmiri Bazaar and cutting 
of trees on the walking track 
between Kashmir point and 
Jheeka Gali is to blotch the 
beauty of Murree hills.  

 
 

The lands of Shankiary forest department is 
encroached by land mafia to construct markets 
• The prime land adjacent to Karakoram Highway grabbed by 

mutual cooperation, the officials should take notice 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 13, 2010 

 
Shankiary (General 
reporter) The land worth 
millions of rupees has been 
grabbed by land mafia to 
erect huge markets. The 
details show that the costly 
lands of forest department, 
Shankiary, adjacent to 

Karakoram Highway has 
been encroached upon with 
the involvement of forest 
department. It is alleged that 
there was forest department 
property at the 
abovementioned site, now 
there appear only big 

markets constructed by land 
mafia. Now it’s the duty of 
forest department to play 
their role to verify the land 
documents to get back the 
state land. 
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The range officer captured the vehicles loaded 
with timber from Khan Jal Gali Road 

• Both the vehicles with timber are impounded in the police station. The 
owners were fined rupees 102,000 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 13, 2010 
 
Konish Valley (Bureau 
chief) The range officer Sern 
Valley, Sultan Khan Jadoon 
along with the forest 
department officials took a 
vehicles loaded with costly 
timber into custody and the 
driver was fined rupees 
52,000, the second successful 

raid was conducted on a tip-
off in Koza Banda. A vehicle 
loaded with timber was 
seized, the smugglers fled 
the scene and the vehicle 
was impounded and fined 
rupees 50,000. There are 
rumours that the smugglers 
were looking for 

opportunity to smuggle 
timber but they have been 
surrounded and they find it 
hard to smuggle the 
concealed timber, they are 
desperate and have lost their 
wits. The present team of 
forest officials deserves 
awards and commendations. 

 

The cutting of forests in Mansehra is 
touching new heights 

• Timber mafia is transporting thousands of feet timber to different spots in the city, 
forest department is silent spectator 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, October 15, 2010 
 
Mansehra (Mashriq correspondent) The 
cutting of forests in Mansehra is booming, 
Mansehra and its suburbs are witnessing 
large scale production of furniture and 
different fixtures for the houses. The timber 

mafia is delivering thousands of feet timber 
to different places at night in late hours, 
whereas the forest department officials have 
shut their eyes. 

 

A forest guard in Sher Garrh is wiping out 
forests 

Police impounded his 10 logs of wood, the inquiry is being initiated 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 17, 2010 

 
Dehangri Bala (Shamal 
correspondent) The forest 
guard of Sher Garrh 
Chamial is wiping out the 
forest himself, the forest is 
presenting a scene of treeless 

stretch. The Darband police 
captured 10 logs of timber 
and dumped in police 
station. The said guard Riaz 
was cutting the forests 
illegally for a long time. ASI 

Muhammad Nawaz took 
action by giving in to public 
pressure and seized 10 logs 
of timber belonging to Riaz. 
The police dispatched that 
timber to Darband Police 
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Station. Now the police is 
investigating about source 

and destination of timber. 

Kaghan forests are converting into barren 
plains, and the officials are constructing their 

villas. 
• The beginning of winter triggers unabated cutting of precious wood and 

the firewood. 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 18, 2010 

 
Kaghan (Shamal 
correspondent) The 
beginning of winter in 
Kaghan Valley began 
merciless cutting of forests 
for firewood and 
construction works. Kaghan 
forest department has given 
free hand to timber mafia; 
peat and firewood have 

become banned item for the 
poor. The price hike has 
broken the back bone of 
poor, but almost all the 
officials of forest department 
have constructed houses for 
themselves, very expensive 
wood, Dyar has been used 
in the buildings. Timber is 
supplied every year to 

grand hotels which are 
being constructed in Kaghan 
Naran Batta  Kundi. The 
plundering of forests has 
become a matter of routine. 
The residents of area 
complained to provincial 
minister for the strict 
actions. 

 

We will not let any plan of forest 
destruction thrive: Muhammad Zeb 

The timber smugglers have been benefited; DFO upper Dir should be transferred 
Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, October 19, 2010 

 
Dir Bala (Mashriq 
correspondent) Haji 
Muhammad Zeb Khan, 
president “All forest guards, 
foresters and deputy rangers 
association”, Khyber 
Pukhtoonkhwa said the 
DFO Dir Bala Shakeel 
Ahmed terminated range 
officers and other employees 
to benefit the timber 
smugglers which eventually 
helped timber smugglers. 
Initially the smugglers were 

stopped at Warri and 
Darorra. The chief 
conservator, Muhammad 
Nazeer Khan took serious 
notice of DFO’s illegal step 
and dispatched a charge 
sheet against him which was 
a very positive step. Haji 
Muhammad Zeb said no 
plan to harm the forest for 
personal gains would be 
allowed to succeed. He 
demanded CM Khyber 
Pukhtoon Khwa, Ameer 

Haider Hoti, Forest Minister 
Wajid Ali Khan, Secretary 
Environment, Zahoor 
Ahmed Khalil and chief 
conservator forests, 
Muhammad Nazeer Khan to 
transfer immediately the 
DFO upper Dir and an 
inquiry should be initiated 
against him and reinstate 
the terminated employees to 
save Dir Bala forests. 
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The forest guard of Baren Gali range is 
transferred after public complains 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 23, 2010 
 
Abbottabad (PR) The 
conservator Hazar Division 
took serious notice of 
complaints by peoples 
representatives and civil 
society, Galiat, and 
transferred the forest guard 
posted at Seri Bate, Baren 

Gali range. People said the 
guard had plundered the 
forests of Seri bate , Baren 
Gali range. The 
representatives of civil 
society further appealed to 
the forest department that 
additional steps should be 

taken to save the forests. A 
committee should be formed 
with public consensus to 
save the forests to prevent 
national loss. Former 
councillor Abdul Rasheed 
and other were commenting 
on the situation.  

 
 

We’ll bring the culprits of unabated illegal cutting of forests to the court 
• The officials of forest department are involved in the smuggling: Ibrar Khan. 

President, Save the Jungle Committee 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 23, 2010 

 
Abbottabad (General 
Reporter) The president 
“Save the jungle 
committee”, Ibrar khan said 
that the officials of forest 
department were not 
discharging their duties 
properly, which helped 
illegal cutting and 
smuggling. He said, “The 
smuggling of timber is not 

going on by helicopters, in 
fact timber vehicles cross 
numerous check posts on 
the Silk Road and reach 
different cities. The 
alarmingly frequent 
smuggling is turning forests 
into treeless stretches.” He 
further said that they would 
soon hold high level inquiry 
and bring the culprits of 

forests plundering to the 
justice. The timber 
smugglers had become 
millionaire by smuggling. 
Ibrar Ahmed Khan said that 
the timber smugglers and 
their associates would face 
the music like the officials of 
education department.  

 
 

Timber mafia’s onslaught in Sern Valley, Commissioner 
Hazara is appealed to take notice 

• The officials of forest department are involved in illegal cutting, the forest owners 
demand the appointment of FC 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 24, 2010 
 
Jaboori (Special 
correspondent)  The forest 

owners of Sern Valley 
demanded that the 

commissioner Hazara 
should take strict action in 
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Sern Valley forest, they were 
talking to the correspondent 
of Daily Shamal, they 
further said that their forests 
besides governments forests 
become victim of illegal 
cutting. The smugglers 
would cut the costly trees 
and fled the night with the 
connivance of forest 
department officials. They 
said that when they would 

go to cut their own trees, 
they were asked for the 
permit to cut the trees by the 
forest officials, and when 
they complained of theft, the 
standard reply was that they 
should watch their trees. We 
all the forest owners appeal 
to the commissioner Hazara 
to save our forests, timber 
worth millions of rupees is 
lying in the forests, if that 

timber is auctioned 
the government 
will get millions of 
rupees. If the 
cutting of forests is not 
stopped the land sliding 
may result in loss of millions 
of rupees. So we appeal to 
the commissioner to appoint 
FC in our forests, otherwise 
we the forest owners will 
guard of forests ourselves,.

 
 

Tanglai Hills forest are under attack, the residents 
threaten to protest 

Trees are being sold in broad daylight in the markets, corrupt forest guards 
are demanded to be removed 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 24, 2010 
 
Bufah Doraha 
(Correspondent)  The green 
gold of the area has reached 
the verge of disaster. The 
unrelenting cutting of 
forests with the 
collaboration of forest 
officials is going on for the 
last one year. The frequent 
appeals in the media did not 

do any good, the forests are 
given under the supervision 
of one irresponsible security 
guard, it is rumoured that 
he had given free hand to 
the people to cut small trees, 
local people had made that 
routine as their source of 
income. Trees are being sold 
in the market without any 

fear, the people of the city 
strongly protested and 
demanded the higher 
officials to immediately 
appoint some honest 
security guard, otherwise 
they would block the Silk 
Road. 

 

Forests are being wiped out in Narra 
Police precincts 

Timber smugglers are cutting the forest like anything day and night 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 27, 2010 

 
Nagri Totial (Special 
correspondent) U/C Nagri 
Totial and in the limits of 
Narra police station, forests 
of Chanali Marri Tereeman 

are becoming treeless plains. 
The smuggling through 
vehicles begins with sunset. 
After the police started 
raiding the vehicles, the 

smugglers changed the 
timings of smuggling, and 
the new timings were 
midnight or early dawn. The 
timber mafia with the 
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cooperation of forest 
officials are mercilessly 
cutting the trees. The people 
living beside the roads are 
constantly disturbed by the 
noise of vehicles. The 
smugglers have deprived 
the residents of their peace 
of mind. The officials of 
forest department believe 
the forest are their personal 

property. The higher 
officials have been informed 
many times but of no use. 
The timber worth millions of 
rupees is cut from the limits 
of both the police station. It’s 
alleged that the commission 
of that smuggling is shared 
by the CM Ameer Haider as 
well. Corrupt officer do not 
take notice of the situation. 

PCO Abbottabad 
should resign 
immediately. The 
one who cannot 
protect the national assets 
and peoples property have 
no right to hold the office. If 
the cutting of forests is not 
halted, the forests of circle 
Lora Storra Galiat will be 
finished. 

 

Illegal cutting of forests: Two contractors are fined 
700,000 rupees 

The accountability court detained both the contractors till the 
adjournment of court, forest officer exonerated 

Daily Aaj, Peshawar, October 30, 2010 
 
Peshawar (News reporter) Honourable Judge 
Sujan Sheeraz of Peshawar accountability 
court ordered the detention of two 
contractors till the adjournment of the court 
and fined them collectively 700,000 rupees, 
whereas the forest officer included in the 
reference was vindicated of all the 
allegations. According to reference filed by 
NAB, the forest officer, Abbottabad 

Muhammad Siddique Khattack and the 
contractors Lal Jan and Abdur Rab were 
accused of illegal cutting of timber from state 
forests. The court after complete hearing 
exonerated forest officer Muhammad 
Siddique Khattack whereas contractor Lal 
Jan was fined rupees 347,000 and contractor 
Abur Rab was fined rupees 349,000 and both 
were detained till the adjournment of court. 

 
 

The illegal cutting of hundreds of feet of wood from 
forests continue on daily basis 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 27, 2010 
 
Dhodial(News reporter) 
The forests of Jhandwal 
and Akharela are being 
cut and sold hundreds of 
feet of timber in 
Shankiari and other 
areas, that hints the 
collaboration of forest 

officials. The information 
extracted from a forest 
official suggest that 
timber worth millions of 
rupees is cut from the 
forests of Jhandial, 
Akhari and Timbery and 
is sold out in Shankiari 

and other areas, at the 
mean time the officials 
appointed at the spot try 
to hide the evidence. The 
practice shows that forest 
officials are fully 
involved in that illicit 
business. 
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DFO raids in Khan Dheri to recover 
hundreds of feet timber 

• Rustam Khan was arrested after the recovery of 250 feet timber, the 
accused collected the timber with the collaboration of forest department 
officials 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 30, 2010 
 
Mansehra(General reporter) 
Thr raid in Shankiari by 
forest department resulted 
in the recovery of hundreds 
of feet timber. According to 
details, Ijaz Qadir Khan was 
tipped off that some Rustam 
Khan had dumped 250 feet 

pine wood at his house 
which was illegal. DFO Sern 
raided and recovered 250 
feet timber and arrested the 
accused. The local range 
officer Shankiari issued a 
permit to Rustam but the 
recovered timber was more 

than the allowed limit. He 
had stored 250 feet timber 
which was taken into 
custody after the raid by 
DFO Sern, the wood was cut 
with the abetment of forest 
officials.  

 
 

Haripur Police on timber recovery spree but the 
officials of forest department were drowsing 

The officials do not care a less after getting sweetener from the timber smugglers 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 12, 2010 

 
Abbottabad(News Desk) 
The negligence and 
abetment of forest 
department officials is 
resulting in smuggling of 
timber worth millions of 
rupees. The in-time 
information and complaints 
to the forest departments 
have no effect; the officials 
inform the smugglers in 
advance. The local residents 
have appealed the 
provincial government to 
intervene and demanded a 
stern action against the 
culprits. The members of 
“End the Corruption 
Movement” and “Save the 
Forest Committee” were 

commenting on the 
situation.  
 
The members comprise 
Muhammad Akhtar 
Qureshi, former councillor 
Abdul Rasheed Qureshi, 
Zulfiqar Qureshi, 
Muhammad Jan Qureshi, 
Gul Afser Qureshi, 
Muahammad Zakir, Haji 
Lal, Gohar Rehman, Taj 
Qureshi, Mohsin Kamal and 
others. The members said in 
a written statement that 
Baren Gali and Thanda Pani 
Range and especially from 
Ander Seri beat and Jogimar 
Dheri, the timber worth 
millions of rupees was being 

smuggled. The local people 
informed the forest 
department about few days 
earlier that the Ander Seri 
beat had large stock of 
timber. The timber was 
being collected by mules at 
Dheri area. The range 
officers and other officials of 
local jungle reached the site 
before the raiding team and 
informed the timber mafia. 
They recovered a pickup-
load of timber as ‘cosmetic’ 
measures and returned. 
Afterwards the smugglers 
loaded the timber in their 
vehicles and despatched to 
Abbottabad city.  
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This shows the negligence 
and involvement of forest 
department. The members 
further said that after two 
days of the incident the 
department was 
continuously informed 
about the smuggling, but 
they did not take any action, 
he further said that after the 
public pressure the forest 
guard of Ander Seri beat of 
Baren Gali range was 
transferred to Thanda Pani 
range, it was given the 
impression that people and 
their representative were 
helpless, he said the next 
target of ‘End the 

Corruption Movement’ was 
the forest department 
officials who would be 
rounded up for their 
nefarious activities. If the 
department does not abstain 
from corrupt activities then 
they would be physically 
handled and would be taken 
to courts.  
 
They said that to protect the 
forests a committee had 
been formed and soon its 
meeting would be called 
and the procedures would 
be discussed, after that the 
actions would be started. 
They said if the forest 

department did not 
act against the 
timber mafia and 
control the 
smuggling, the department 
and the corrupt and 
unfeeling officials would be 
dragged to courts. Land is 
mother and forests are its 
veil of modesty, the 
plunderer of forests are in a 
way selling their mother’s 
modesty, and the officials 
who patronise them are also 
doing them same heinous 
practice. There was record 
smuggling of timber from 
Ander Seri beat and Baren 
Gali range.  

 
 

The forest officials of Konish Valley are partner in crime 
of timber smugglers 

An immediate action should be taken to prevent illegal cutting of forests:  
Maulana Nasir Mehmood and Nawaz Khan 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 13, 2010 
 
Konish valley (Bureau 
Chief) The devastation of 
forests belonging to Konish 
Valley is achievement of 
forest department officials. 
The forest department guard 
whose salary is a few 
thousand rupees have two 
cars which are used as cabs. 
The locals have asked the 

department to hold them 
accountable for the 
corruption. The people of 
the area say that the 
firewood and timber is 
transported by vehicles in 
broad daylight. The 
department officials say that 
they have limited resources 
to fight the timber 

smugglers. “If the 
department officials cannot 
counter the timber 
smugglers then they should 
leave the department,” said 
Maulana Nasir Mehmood 
and Muhammad Nawaz 
Khan of Batal while 
addressing an important 
meeting. 

 

The collusion of forest officials and timber smugglers is stripping 
of the Sern Valley of forests 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 15, 2010 
 
Lohara Banda  
Correspondent) The 

intimate collaboration of 
forest officials and the 

timber smuggler is 
converting forests into 
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barren plains. Timber 
smugglers have deprived 
the forests of precious trees 
and the forest officials are 
helpless. According to 
details, timber mafia in Sern 
valley is active again; the 
forest of Pichla Man has 
been completely deprived of 
expensive Dyar wood. 
According to sources, 

Muhammad Rafique, Mir 
Hassan and others are on 
looting spree with the 
involvement of forest 
department officials. The 
forests have been put on the 
verge of annihilation by 
cutting hundreds of feet of 
wood, whereas the forest 
department officials are 
silent spectators and they 

keep their eyes 
shut. The residents 
of Chota U/C 
Jabarr Deoli 
Mansehra were talking to 
journalists, they demanded 
the forest minister to take 
practical steps to stop the 
illegal cutting of forests. 

 
 

The cutting of Thandiani forests 
continues 

People decide to launch a movement against forest department and the timber smugglers 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 15, 2010 

 
Abbottabad (Crime 
reporter)The illegal cutting 
routine in the Thandiani 
forests continues despite the 
fact that locals have 
repeatedly sent complains to 
the higher officials. It was 
decided by group of U/C 

Kokming to launch a 
movement against timber 
smugglers and the forest 
department. The group 
members were talking to 
Shamal correspondent, they 
said that the forests were 
being destroyed by timber 

smugglers with the help of 
forest department and 
nobody was bothered. No 
action had been taken. Now 
we are compelled to take 
action after Eid and the sole 
responsibility will be of 
administration. 

 
 

Forest department officials become millionaire 
with the help of timber smugglers 

Many officials become partners of timber mafia, a quick action is needed 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 15, 2010 

 
Haripur (City reporter) 
Junior officials of forest 
department have become 
millionaire by doing duty 
for timber mafia instead of 
the official duty, some 
officials have a partnership 
with the timber smugglers. 

If an investigation is 
initiated, even a junior 
official like forest guard can 
be proved millionaire. Now 
the local police is 
performing the duty to 
watch forests and the forest 
officials have started duty of 

timber mafia. The new DFO 
and range officer could not 
take any action against 
corrupt officials of forest. 
The government is 
requested to take action 
against the corrupt forest 
officials. 
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An attempt to smuggle timber in Khalabut 
is foiled, dumper was taken into custody 

The SHO Shaukat Zaman recovered timber worth millions of rupees on a tip off, 
Driver Shamrez was arrested 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 16, 2010 
 
Khalabut (Crime reporter) 
The SHO police station 
Khalabut captured a 
dumper loaded with timber. 
The details say that 
expensive timber was being 
smuggled through Terbela 

lake into the city interior, 
when the SHO Shaukat 
Zaman was informed. He 
stopped the dumper on 
Jagal Road near Chinky 
number 3. He searched the 
dumper and retrieved 36 

beams of costly timber 
which had the market value 
of millions of rupees. Driver 
Shamrez Khan s/o Javed 
was arrested and dumper 
with timber was taken into 
custody. 

 
 

An abode of timber smugglers in Darband raided by 
police, timber worth millions of rupees was confiscated 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 16, 2010 
 
Kotkay (Correspondent) A dwelling of 
timber smuggler was raided by police and 
timber worth millions of rupees was 
recovered, but the accused managed to flee. 
According to details, the SHO Darband 
police station with his contingent raided the 

smugglers settlement and recovered timber 
but the accused left the place before the 
police raid. Case was registered in Darband 
Police Station under the forest Act and 
investigation has been started. 

 
 

A vehicle loaded with illegal timber is captured, heavy 
fine imposed 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 23, 2010 
 

Mansehra(Chief reporter) The police station Mansehra captured a heavy 
consignment of illegal wood. The vehicle with registration number ADD8724 
was stopped, the driver said the vehicle was of Naib Nazim Zakir Hussain s/o 
Safder Zaman. Zakir Hussain telephoned Cadet Ijaz SHO Saddar and requested 
to release the vehicle, but the SHO did not release the vehicle and next morning 
the driver Tufail was fined Rupees 31,000 by the forester Pervez Khan Sern 
Division. SHOCadet Ijaz said that he was given substantial offers that night, but 
he refused. The timber belonged to Naib Nazim Zakir Hussain but forest 
department fined the driver instead. 
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The timber smugglers wiped out the forests in 
Dheri Haleem to the last limits 

The department did not take action despite repeated complains 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 23, 2010 

 
Chattar Plain (City reporter) 
Dheri Haleem jungle is at 
the verge of extinction. 
Timber mafia is mercilessly 
cutting the trees and the 
forest department officials 
are silently watching. The 
forest department officials 
are getting 1000 rupees per 
tree as kick back. Timber 
mafia is given free hand. For 
the last many months forest 
is being plundered and 
despite frequent complaints 
the forest department does 
not heed the complaints. It 
looks like a conspiracy to 

wipe out the Dheri Haleem 
forest. The timber mafia is so 
resourceful that the 
smugglers even threaten the 
forest owners. They have 
excellent breed of horses 
and mules.  
 
They smuggle timber by 
those mules and horses. 
Ibrar Ahmed Khan, 
president Save the Forest 
committee and other 
members have said that the 
officials, who get thousands 
of rupees salary from the 
government, have put the 

forests to almost death. The 
officials of the departments 
have colluded with the 
powerful timber mafia. They 
said that if the higher 
officials did not do anything 
to save the forests and 
remove the insane and 
corrupt officials, the forests 
would be eliminated. They 
further said that immediate 
actions were needed to save 
the forests otherwise they 
would go to court and cases 
would be filed against the 
corrupt officials. 

 
 

The forest department officials of Mansehra are 
bought off by timber smugglers 

Timber smugglers are informed before hand about the raid, timber 
worth millions is being misappropriated 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 29, 2010 
 
Mansehra (Tesil reporter) 
The smuggling of timber in 
Mansehra is touching new 
heights. The administration 
and Forest department seem 
to be helpless against the 
timber mafia. The reliable 
sources say that timber 

mafia that has the full 
backing of powerful political 
personalities employ very 
innovative procedures to 
rob off the national wealth. 
According to sources, 
special agents of timber 
mafia roam around the 

forest department and 
watch the routine, when the 
forest department officials 
leave their office; they 
immediately inform the 
other agents about the forest 
officials’ route.  
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The unabated cutting of forests in Munda 
Kachha causes frequent altercations 

Forest officials join hands with timber smugglers, Piracha’s 
forests put on fire 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 05, 2010 
 
Munda Kachha (Shamal 
correspondent) The illegal 
cutting of Muda Kachha 
forest is going on. Despite 
repeated complaints the 
forest department officials 
have decided to annihilate 
the forests. After cutting of 
governments’ forests, the 
private forests are becoming 
target of illegal cutting 
which is causing frequent 

clashes. The forest officials 
themselves are managing to 
cut the forests. Piracha’s 
forest was set on fire. 
According to details, the 
cutting of Munda Kachha 
forest could not be halted 
because of connivance of 
forest department. Currently 
the tree cutting is going on 
all the state forests. Besides 
sate forests, the private 

forests have been handed 
over to the timber mafia. 
The quarrels and clashes are 
a matter of routine due to 
the illegal activities. A big 
clash is imminent; the 
people of Munda Kachh 
have appealed the 
commissioner Hazara to 
stop the illegal cutting of 
forests. 

 
 

Shisham trees of Tor Dher are the target of illegal 
cutting, action is demanded against the culprits 

The department auctioned some dead trees; cutting of green trees is going on 
Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 07, 2010 

 
Sher Garrh (Mashriq 
reporter) The respectable of 
TorDher, tehsil Takhat Bhai 
area held a meeting. The 
meeting was presided by 
Israr Khan advocate. The 
matter under discussion was 
the cutting of expensive 
shisham trees alongside of 
Tor Dher Mandani Road. 
The participant expressed 
their apprehensions and 
demanded the higher 

officials to immediately 
intervene. They said that a 
contractor with the 
connivance of forest 
department officials is 
cutting and stealing living 
green shisham trees under 
the cover of dead dry trees, 
which is inflicting huge loss 
to the government. They 
further said the forest 
department auctioned some 
dead dry trees after marking 

them. The contractor and 
some forest officials are very 
cleverly cutting unmarked 
big green living trees. The 
resolution passed in the 
meeting said that action 
should be taken against 
those involved in cutting of 
healthy big trees alongside 
Tor Dher Mandani Road 
and alongside the canal. 
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The relentless cutting of Tanglai Hills 
forest continues 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 27, 2010 
 
Buffa (Special reporter) 
There is a sharp increase in 
the illegal cutting of small 
trees of Tanglai Hill forests. 
The precious green gold of 
Pakhal is facing cutting of 

trees in large number, the 
forest department official 
could not do anything 
concrete to stop that. The 
Tanglai Hill area is fast 
converting into treeless 

stretch. The public circles 
have expressed their worries 
and demanded the higher 
officials to take the effective 
steps. 

 
 

The forest department Shankiari takes action to 
recover heavy cache of timber 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 01, 2010 
 
Shankiari (General reporter) 
The forest department 
Shankiari took action 
against timber mafia at 
Khatti Daderr. The action 
was taken by Sultan Khan 
Jadoon of Shankiari Range, 
forester Muhammad Tahir 

Mian, forester Muhammad 
Iqbal Lala, forester 
Muhammad Muzaffer Khan, 
forest guard Muhammad 
Zafeer and others. The 
action resulted in recovery 
of large amount of timber. In 
addition to timber, rupees 

15,000 fine was received 
from timber mafia. The 
people of the area lauded 
the Shankiari Range officer’s 
action against the timber 
mafia 

 
 

The irrepressible cutting of forest in Shankiari 
continues 

The officials are in deep slumber, people demand the government to take action 
Daily Azadi, Swat, December 08, 2010 

 
Shankiari (Correspondent) 
The unrelenting cutting of 
forests in Shankiari 
continues and the officials 
responsible to protect the 
forests are drowsing. The 
cutting of forest causes 
many calamities. Forests 
have a big role in every 
country’s economy. Trees 

are effective in stopping 
erosion, landslide, and 
water-logging of lands.  
Unfortunately Pakistan has 
only 2 percent forest area, 
and the unstoppable cutting 
of those forests continues 
since ages. District 
Mansehra is beautiful hilly 
area and the forests 

enhanced its beauty. Pine, 
Dyar, Byar and other tall 
trees have too many stories 
to tell and provide oxygen to 
the people. But the cutting is 
going for the last many 
years and it is ever 
increasing. The trees are cut 
for fuel and for the 
smuggling purposes. 
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People’s movement is launched against timber 
smugglers and corrupt forest department officials 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 08, 2010 
 
Abbottabad (News Desk) A 
meeting of “Save the forest 
Committee” was held in a 
local hotel. It was presided 
by former Nazim, Jan 
Muhammad Qureshi of 
Union Council Pattan Kalan. 
The meeting was attended 
by about 60 political and 
social workers from Union 
Council Pattan Kalan, 
Timbel, Kikmang, Baren 
Gali, Khatwal and Banda 
Pir. The meeting was 
especially attended by the 
“End the corruption 
Committee” Hazara leaders 
like Naseer Khan Jadoon, 
Javed Khan Jadoon and 
Sajjad Qureshi.  
 
The issues like illegal cutting 
of forests and the loss of 
national assets, to prevent 
timber smuggling and 
involvement of forest 
officials in smuggling and 
their corruption were 
discussed in detail. A way 
out to get rid of those evils 
was chalked out. Naseer 
Ahmed Khan said while 
addressing the meeting “All 
the big wigs patronise the 
smugglers.  
 
Green belt of Hazara is 
being destroyed, it is our 
duty to protect that, there 
are people within Hazara 

who are selling out Hazara, 
he added that our ancestors 
made sacrifices to save 
Pakistan, we should also 
sacrifice to save the integrity 
of our country and bright 
future of our future 
generations. Every 
department has bias against 
Hazara people.”  
 
Jan Muhammad Qureshi, 
Ghazanfer Ali Abassi, Malik 
Irshad, Sirdar Sadiq 
Muhammad Akhtar 
Qureshi, Javed Khan 
Jadoon, Sajjad Qureshi, 
Sirdar Aurangzeb, Mumtaz 
Qamar, Naveed Akram 
Abassi, Manzoor Mumtaz, 
Abdul Rasheed qureshi, 
Muhammad Jan and 
Muhammad Zulfiqar 
Qureshi  addressed the 
meeting and said, “We shall 
stay awake at night to 
protect the forests, honest 
officials should be 
appointed in the area, the 
range officer of Baren Gali 
range is desperately trying 
to suppress the voices of 
people, but we condemn it 
strongly, the range officer is 
blatantly clearing his 
position after backing up the 
smugglers, we condemn 
such show-cause notices, the 
local smugglers will be 
socially boycotted, a 30 

member central committee 
was elected in the meeting 
which comprised three 
representatives from every 
union council, people from 
journalist community, 
lawyers and persons 
belonging to social welfare 
organisations. Besides that 
committees will be formed 
in every union council, those 
committees will be made 
independent and save the 
forest movement will be run 
with full energy.  
 
The media people will be 
invited to visit the area and 
the nefarious practice of 
corrupt forest officers will be 
exposed, the proofs of tree 
cutting —which were 
concealed — will be 
produced. The corrupt 
officials of the department 
who are owners of huge 
property and expensive cars 
will be held accountable.” 
The meeting was attended 
by the president “Save the 
forest committee” 
Mansehra, Muhammad 
Nawaz Khan, General 
secretary Khursheed Khan, 
Hil Kot and Shaukat Khan.  
 
The meeting was also 
addressed by Bilal Shah, 
Chaudhary Momin, sirdar 
Fareed, Shahzad, Ashfaq, 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute  

 

 

Pakistan Forest Digest 34 Vol. 1, No. 3, October – December, 2010 

Sirfraz Malik, Fazal Dad, 
Chan Zeb, Israr, Jahangir, 
mohsin Kamal and Abdul 
Majeed. It was decided in 
the meeting that before the 

next meeting committees at 
village level would be 
formed and central 
committee will meet the 
higher officials of forest 

department to 
further their plans. 

 
 

DFO Sern is tightening his grip on timber smugglers 
Daily Azadi, Swat, December 09, 2010 

 
Mansehra (Correspondent) 
DFO Sern is encircling 
tightly the timber 
smugglers. The timber 
smugglers have gone 
underground, that was 
revealed by the forest 
owners of Battal in a press 
statement. They further said 
that DFO Sern, Ijaz Qadir 
started grand operation 
against the timber 
smugglers immediately after 
holding his office, 
eventually the illegal cutting 

of forests was stopped and 
the government was 
benefited in millions. They 
said the DFO fined the 
smugglers heavily besides 
confiscating expensive 
timber.  
 
The action broke down the 
smugglers’ courage and they 
have become desperate. The 
smugglers are black-mailing 
the DFO Ijaz Qadir so that 
the DFO should behave 
politely with them, but the 

forest owners have assured 
the DFO Sern Ijaz Qadir of 
all the cooperation he 
needed. The forest owners 
praised wholeheartedly the 
president “Forest Protection 
Committee” Muhammad 
Nawaz Khan Swati of Batal, 
they said that he is honest, 
sincere and a fearless 
person, who had cooperated 
with forest department 
officials and would do that 
in future. 

 
 

Demands for immediate end to illegal cutting of 
Chitral, Achholga forests 

300,000 feet timber has been cut on the pretext of marking and windfall 
Daily Mashriq, Peshawar December 14, 2010 

 
Chitral (Bureau report) The 
office bearers and members 
of “Organisation for the 
collective rights Bamboriat 
residents” have demanded 
to immediately stop the 
illegal cutting of Achholga 
forests of Kalash valley and 
to dissolve “Joint Forest 
Management Committee” 
(JFMC) and the strict action 

against concerned persons. 
While addressing a press 
conference in Chitral Press 
Club, the president of the 
organisation Sultan Wali, 
general secretary Khurshid 
Ahmed and patron in chief 
of the organisation former 
Nazim Abdul Majeed 
Qureshi contended that the 
local JFMC with 

collaboration of powerful 
timber mafia and corrupt 
elements of forest 
department were 
mercilessly cutting the 
forests they had till now cut 
300,000 feet timber under 
the cover of marking and 
windfall. They expressed 
their fears about the 
situation and said that if the 
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practice was not stopped 
immediately, the pristine 

beauty of Kalash Valley Bamboriat will 
finish forever.  

 
 

The range officer is appealed to take action against herdsmen 
and the persons involved in illegal cutting of forests in 

Khanpur 
The unchecked herdsmen are causing disaster to green olive trees and others 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 14, 2010 
 
Khanpur (Special reporter) 
It’s quite ironic that the 
range officer Khanpur has 
controlled the illegal cutting 
of forests by the local people 
but herdsmen have been 
given free hand. According 
to details the range officer of 
Khanpur range has pushed 
to the wall the timber mafia 
and other elements who 

were destroying the forests, 
that action has stopped the 
cutting of pine trees but 
recently some herdsmen 
have come from Mansehra, 
Kohistan and have camped 
in Najafpur and adjoining 
areas to start the cutting of 
olive and other green trees. 
The range officer’s 
permission to herdsmen to 

enter and reside in the area 
is putting question mark on 
his performance. The people 
of the area say that the range 
officer should pay attention 
to the loss inflicted by 
herdsmen to the olive and 
other trees, it would save the 
forests and the performance 
record of range officer as 
well. 

 
 

The timber scandal inquiry achieved nothing but made 
the Secretary environment an OSD 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 16, 2010 
 
Peshawar (News reporter) 
An inquiry about the timber 
scandal of previous 
government which caused 
loss in millions of rupees to 
the government could not 
move forward, instead the 
secretary environment was 

made OSD. According to an 
official source, the scandal of 
cutting and selling of illegal 
timer was exposed, but the 
inquiry committee before 
giving final report became 
non functional. The 
provincial government 

made tall claims of rounding 
up the people behind the 
scene but the inquiry ended 
abruptly and secretary 
environment was made an 
OSD. 

 

Action demanded against the timber plunderer 
Daily Aaj, Peshawar, December 20, 2010 

 
Peshawar (General reporter) 
The routine of precious tree 
cutting and their sale in 

Civil Colony is booming, the 
residents have demanded 
the inquiry and retribution 

to the persons responsible to 
discourage such illegal 
activity in future. 
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Mansehra forests are being cut blatantly 
The influential gang is active in upper Kaghan 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 21, 2010 
 
Bala Kot (Special 
correspondent) Upper 
Kaghan is witnessing large 
scale cutting of forests 
immediately after winter 
sets in. Our sources 
informed us that the owners 
of an under-construction 
hotel in Naran are using 
expensive Dyar wood. The 
trees are cut to meet the 
demands of the hotel, the 
wood after cutting is 
dumped in a nearby hotel. 
The forest department 
officials are helpless before 

those powerful people. 
When range officer Kaghan 
was contacted, he appeared 
to be unaware of any cutting 
routine. He said the person 
who is accused of cutting 
had been fined earlier; he 
said he would investigate 
again. The other side of 
picture is that Dyar timber 
worth millions of rupees is 
used in hotel construction, 
but the forest department 
merely fine a few thousands 
to fill the documents and 
legalise the illegal action. 

They legalise timber worth 
millions of rupees against 
the payment of a few 
thousand and open the ways 
to further cutting of forests. 
The fact is that the forest 
officials are helpless before 
those criminals. These 
criminals should be dealt 
with iron hand; otherwise 
the magnificent Naran will 
lose its charm in a few years 
to give that valley a bare 
plain look. 

 
 

Guzara Bigarro forests are being cut unashamedly 
Small trees are being cut and smuggled by mules and vehicles, the department 

should take serious action 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 21, 2010 

 
Chhattar Plain (Shamal 
correspondent) Guaro 
Bigarro forest is facing 
unstoppable cutting, the 
forest department officials 
do not heed a number of 
complaints. A large 
delegation which was led by 
former councillor Zafer Ali 
told the journalists that the 
Guzara forest, Bagarro 
Larrian was already wipe 
out, the smugglers were 
cutting small trees. Small 
trees are loaded in vehicles 
and mules and sent to 

Chhatar Plain to sell in the 
market. The forest 
department has been 
informed more than once, 
but the concerned officials 
and the local watchman are 
silently watching the 
routine. The delegation said 
if the small trees were cut 
like that, then the forest 
would be wiped out in a 
matter of years. The 
delegation asked that why 
the watchman and forest 
department officials were 
abstaining from any action 

against those people. The 
whole area is asking the 
same question. Zafer Ali 
said that forest officials 
should take serious action 
against those harmful 
elements; he said they 
would cooperate with the 
officials. He said some 
people were cutting the 
forest in the dark of night; 
such people should face 
serious action by the 
department. 
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Editorial: 
The practice of forest cutting should be stopped 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 22, 2010 
 
The forests of district Mansehra are undergoing 
unabated cutting, thousands of kanals of forest 
land is becoming vast treeless plains. The forests 
in the areas of upper Tanawal and Agror are 
disappearing, forests of Doga beat Jhingy Kala, 
Mera Chirriali, Jalo Gali and Barchhar beat are 
totally finished, whereas the cutting is going on in 
Chamial and Karori beat adjacent to Doga. The 
people of the area protested many times but to no 
avail. Similarly, forests of Ougi range connected 
with Sher Garrh range, Gidarpur range and Khaki 
have been annihilated, now the Khaki Seri forests 
are day and night, if the activity continues, soon 
the Ser forests will become plains without any 
greenery. The moment winters set in upper 
Kaghan, the influential people began wiping out 
the forests.  
 
The owners of a hotel under construction in 
Naran are cutting the Dyar and other expensive 
trees to use in the hotel; the timber is stealthily 
removed from the cutting site and is deposited in 
the nearest hotel, the forest department officials 
appear to be helpless before those influential 
criminals. When Range officer Kaghan was 
contacted he showed his ignorance of all the 
matter, but he said that the person against whom 
there are complaints had been previously fined, 
he would again investigate the whole issue. At 

the mean time sources say that expensive Dyar 
wood worth millions of rupees is used in the 
construction of hotels and the forest department 
officials just fine merely thousands of rupees and 
legalise the illegal wood worth millions of rupees; 
these challans and fines pave the way for further 
cutting of forests. It’s amazing that the 
government and environment department are 
spending millions of rupees annually on 
plantation drive for clean and health environment 
and on the other hand the forest department 
officials are busy cutting the forests.  
 
The employees have been given all kind of 
facilities and vehicles for official duties but they 
use those vehicles for their private purpose and 
recreation. The forest department and the police 
stations connected with the forest department are 
equal partner in the misuse of those facilities. The 
police stations of Darband, Ougi, Lisan Nawab, 
Khaki, Shankiari, Batal and Kagahn are equally 
responsible of that misuse, because dozens of 
Datsun pickups cross those police station limits 
and reach Haripur timber market, In Kaghan the 
police’s inaction benefits the smugglers. The 
higher officials should take action to save the 
forests from disaster and start operation against 
the police and forest official who collaborate with 
the smugglers. 

 

Timber smugglers fire at the police party in Wari, 
officials had narrow escape 

The accused fled and left a vehicle loaded with sleepers, the case is 
registered and police is investigating 
Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 22, 2010 

 
Wari (Mashriq 
correspondent) The timber 
smugglers opened fire at 
police party in Wari Sahib 
Abad, however, the officials 

remained safe. According 
police report, the incharge 
police check post Sahib 
Abad se up a picket on a tip 
off. The smugglers on seeing 

police sped away, the police 
started chasing them, the 
smugglers resorted to pistol 
firing, but the police officials 
had a close shave and the 
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timber smugglers left the 
vehicle loaded with sleepers 
and fled the scene. The local 
police registered case 

against Ismail s/o Gul 
Muhammad resident of Dir 
and Taj Muhammad s/o 
Muhammad Ghulam 

resident of Seerhatti 
and started 
investigation. 

 

The forests of Tanglai Hills are become treeless stretches, 
the local residents show concern 

The green gold of Baffa is being spoiled, the higher officials are demanded to take notice 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 24, 2010 

 
Baffa (Special reporter) In 
Baffa, Tanglai Hills, the 
cutting of saplings is going 
on with the beginning of 
tomato crop season in 
Pakhal. The large scale 
supply of peat and branches 
is going on. Initially, the 

trees are left with its trunk 
only, and then quietly the 
whole tree is removed with 
no signs left. The green gold 
of Baffa is fast converting 
into treeless stretch. The 
public circles of the whole 
area expressed their 

concerns regarding this 
situation. They have 
demanded the forest 
department to take 
immediate action to save the 
forests from impending 
disaster. 

 
 

` The cutting of precious wood from Hangrai forests 
touching new heights 

Hazara forest division keeps mum, the higher officials are appealed to take notice 
Daily Azadi, Swat, December 24, 2010 

 
Mansehra (Correspondent) The 
cutting of precious wood from 
forests rising and the forest 
department is keeping mum. 
According to details available, 
the expensive forests of 
northern areas which adorn the 
beauty of Kaghan and Naran 
Valleys and create very 
pleasant weather are being cut 

mercilessly, the cutting is 
plunging the Hangrai forests to 
death and the area is giving a 
look of flat plain. The 
influential people of the area 
like Master Shad Muhammad 
and Muhammad Rafique are 
ruling the forests on one permit 
alone. They cut and sell the 
trees for whole years on one 

permit. Hazara forest division 
is silent at the issue which hints 
at so many things. The 
residents of Hangrai who love 
their forests have demanded 
the Hazara forest division to 
take strict action against those 
enemies of the forests. 

 

Baderasha beat forests are the target of cutting 
with the connivance of forest guards 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 25, 2010 
 
Sim Ilahi Mang (Shamal 
correspondent) The forests 

of Baderasha beat are fast 
diminishing due to 

unabated cutting. Of late, 
where there were thick 
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forests, now it’s hard to 
find trees. It’s pity that the 
trees are cut by none other 
than the forest guard 
Mushtaq who is appointed 
to guard the forests. 
Mushtaq has set the price 
as rupees 1500/- per tree. 
According to details 
Mushtaq has resolved to 
sell out that very 
expensive forest, and he is 

doing it almost dutifully. 
Every night 2 to 3 trees are 
chopped off which has 
been reported in the 
newspapers but the higher 
officials have yet to take 
any action. The people of 
the area have deep 
resentment against the 
corruption of the forest 
guard, they have appealed 
the conservator Hazara 

division and DFO 
Sern to hold 
inquiry against 
that forest guard 
and thorough inspection 
of the forest should be 
ordered so that nefarious 
activities of the forest 
guard may exposed and 
forests should be saved. 

 

 
Parchol 

Hold fast and hope for the best 
Daily Mashriq Peshawar, December 25, 2010 

 
By Hassam Hur 
We used to walk, of and on, to our workplace and pass Government High School No2 
Peshawar city. There was a tree with thick crown in the alley adjacent to that school, that tree is 
still there but its crown is not very thick as it used to be. New buildings on both the sides of that 
street have shrunk the vast crown of the tree. If we walk a little inside that alley, we can see two 
very tall trees, but their bald crowns are wailing for their despondency. One gets depressed to 
see these trees, there is a gut feeling that the tree we see today will be no more tomorrow, and 
these fears are not without reasons; when we walk a little we realize that the trees which 
beautify the city environment are gradually disappearing. The trees which were companions of 
our childhood days are no more there, the berries and other trees have been cut, the trees 
alongside the roads have vanished. The clumsy irregular encroachments not only despoiled the 
aesthetic appearance but also affected the environment.  
 
We heard from our elders how the famous banyan tree was uprooted; now we see the big trees 
disappearing before our eyes and not even complain, it’s simply understandable what’s going 
on. I vividly remember one instance from Islamic history. After the Holy Prophet (PBUH) 
departed from us, troops were sent to a war; the armymen had strict instruction by the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH). One of those instructions was that no living and shady tree would be cut. 
Now, see what we are doing; instead of planting new trees we are very unashamedly cutting 
the remaining trees, and that all has been going on in the name of beautification of the city. 
Those were the days when there used to be tree plantation competition in educational 
institutions, the winner were awarded prizes, where has that culture gone. There is hardly any 
greenery in the city, only concrete jungle is everywhere. The memories are swarming my mind: 
there were trees with huge crowns in Peshawar vegetable market, we passed from there by the 
evening and would hear the birds going to their abode chirping merrily. Birds and trees 
complement each other; the birds exist only when there are trees, now the birds have become 
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annoyed of the city atmosphere. We remember there was a tree full of honeysuckle 
voices of birds besides horse-stand near Gorgathery tehsil.  
 
There was clinic of Hazrat Zia Jaffery, Hazrat Zia was the teacher of Ahmad Faraz, 
Khater Ghazanvi, Farigh Bokhari and Raza Hamadani. Deer and white elegant horses were 
used to be tied in front with a wall, a few steps further, there used to be Tonga Adda in a 
ground where clump of trees gave heavenly scene. Every street and road essentially had trees 
and many a times there were trees which were haunted, —captured by some invisible forces. 
The name of that spirit was enough to prevent children from playing out in afternoons of 
summers, but children compulsively play under those trees. There were so many trees 
alongside the city wall, canal, in the centre of road crossings, — now just haunting memories, 
we think about that and cry secretly, we are recalling our childhood days of school and college. 
Those companions have been snatched from us. There were poets who wrote poems on the 
tragedy, but we are speechless, just gazing listlessly after disappearing trees.  
 
Certainly it’s the lack of courage that we cannot express the dismay vociferously. We remember 
that there was some environment protection agency, perhaps that’s dead now, because there 
used to be green belt on G.T. Road which eventually disappeared and nobody took action. The 
G.T. Road is the most prominent place, and if nobody took action on destruction of the green 
belt on it, then who would care about the trees in streets and other less conspicuous places. It 
has been very common that the trees are cut on one pretext and other. A house owner or shop 
owner cut the tree in front of his premises on a very trivial excuse. The institutions sell out their 
trees by giving very lame reasons. The famous poet Majeed Amjad a beautiful poem on this 
tragic practice; let’s share that poem to express our feelings more effectively. 
 
Those trees standing beside the singing canal for twenty years, 
The lush green trees —were sold out in twenty thousand, 
 
This poem cannot be copied in full in the column, but are these two sentences enough to 
explain the whole situation. Is it not possible to fix flowery plant and other green plant on G.T. 
Road with steel fences to protect them? The medium height trees and plants will give pleasant 
look to that long way. Everything is possible; just a little attention is needed. The higher 
officials should order to plant trees. The need is to develop awareness among the people, every 
citizen, every student plant a tree on his name, tend to it and let it grow. One should make it a 
hobby instead of duty that’s how it will not feel like mental strain. Let the practice take its 
momentum the whole nation will participate. NGO’s should be disbursed the funds when they 
are taking part in plantation drive. The religious scholars and prayer leaders of mosques should 
be convince to encourage the people to participate in plantation drive.  
 
The construction companies should forced to fix plants in their new housing schemes and 
should put restrictions on cutting the trees, and strict legal actions should be taken against the 
violators. We frequently refer to Britain though we don’t like, but without the comparison 
argument is not effective. We have seen in England that even to cut a dead and dry tree, you 
have to pursue a lengthy legal process, and on end of day you drop the idea of cutting that tree. 
If any construction company intends to develop a colony, it avoids cutting the existing trees, 
rather grow new trees and appoint security guards to protect those plants. Is it not possible that 
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in our own country one should guard his own trees; certainly we can do the same 
here? We should not look to the state for everything, we should do our job. Dear 
readers, I missed one line in my last column that does not mean our pen is exhausted, 
we have lost hope and we are desperate, it’s not so, our spirits are high, our message is 
still the same: Optimism, enlightenment, be happy and make everyone happy. C`est la vie. 
Hold fast and hope for the best. 
 
 

Forest department official capture vehicle loaded 
with timber in Phalera, smugglers arrested 

The timber belonged to Salar Tanoli which was being smuggled in the 
dark of night, rupees 50,000 fined 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 26, 2010 
 
Mansehra (Bureau report) 
The raiding officials of 
Mansehra forest 
department, on a tip off, 
failed an attempt of timber 
smuggling from Tanawal. 
The incharge raiding team 
babu Pervez captured the 
vehicle fully loaded with 
timber and arrested the 

smuggler and fine him 
rupees 50,000. The 
spokesman for the raiding 
team told that on the news 
of Daily Shamal, a vehicle 
loaded with timber was 
captured and the timber 
belonged to Salar Tanoli 
who, taking the advantage 
of darkness was smuggling 

that timber from Mansehra. 
It may be noted that there 
was news item in the papers 
regarding merciless cutting 
of trees, on that information, 
the raiding team captured 
the vehicle loaded with 
costly timber and the owner 
was fined rupees 50,000.  

 

 

The unrelenting illegal cutting of Ougi 
forests, Tarbela Dam under risk 

The protection of forests is a mission, public should point out, police and 
forest department should jointly act against the persons involved in 

illegal cutting 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 26, 2010 

 
Ougi (Bureau report) People 
are scared and feel insecure 
due robberies whereas the 
private and state owned 
forests of Sher Garrh range, 
Doga, Jankali and Chamial 
etc are being devastated by 
timber mafia. Tall and big 

trees are being unabatedly 
and the forest department 
has given free hand to them. 
The cutting of forests is 
causing depletion of water 
resources and the one of the 
biggest dams of the world, 
Tarbela Dam is under severe 

risk.  The police and forest 
department will jointly 
endeavour to stop the illegal 
practice and whoever will 
do anything wrong will be 
pointed out. The president 
Qalander Khan said that the 
day before conservator   



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute  

 

 

Pakistan Forest Digest 42 Vol. 1, No. 3, October – December, 2010 

Ziaur Rehman, DSP circle 
Ougi and other officials 
toured our area and tried to 
extract the facts. The 
conservator and DSP Ougi 
Shah Nazar Khan assured 

him that where they were 
needed to eliminate the 
crimes they would go on 
one single phone call, the 
people should identify and a 
quick action would be taken. 

The president 
further said that the 
organisation 
completely play its 
role in curbing illegal 
routine and other social ills. 

 

Close collaboration of Forest department officials and timber 
mafia coverts Kund Terla forests into vast treeless plains 

Hundreds of trees from the forest of Ashiq Hussain Shah have been cut, the higher officials 
are asked to take action 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 25, 2010 
 
Jabori (Special 
correspondent) The corrupt 
officials of Kund Tarla forest 
department are busy cutting 
trees. The forests belonging 
to Kund Tarla’s former 
councillor, Syed Ashiq 
Hussain Shah khasra no 
2324 has been deprived of 
about 200 trees, the range 
officer and police constable 
are equally involved in this 
crime while the DFO is 
patronising those corrupt 

officials. When an officer is a 
crook, his subordinates will 
be corrupt of higher degree. 
The widow of Ashiq 
Hussain has appealed to the 
higher officials of forest 
department to initiate 
investigation regarding 
illegal cutting of trees and 
the destitute should be 
given justice and 
compensation. The widow 
at the same time appealed to 
Chief Justice of Pakistan, 

Iftikhar Muhammad 
Chaudhary that he should 
take suo moto notice of the 
whole situation, if the 
corrupt officials continued 
to cut the forests of orphans, 
the forest would be finished 
one day and the DFO Sern 
and those officials would be 
responsible. The corrupt 
officials have continued the 
cutting spree of state forests 
and would burn the 
remnants of trees. 

 

The illegal cutting continues in Sarmast block, Batgram 
Batgram forest department watch silently, the higher officials are 

demanded for action 
Daily Azadi, Swat, December 28, 2010 

 
Chattar Plain 
(Correspondent) The illegal 
cutting of forests in Sarmast 
block, Batgram is touching 
the sky and the forest 
department Batgram is 
keeping mum. A large 
delegation of Batgram which 
was led by Muhammad 

Naeem told the reporter that 
cutting was going in 
Sarmast block forests, and in 
a very short time the whole 
forest would be annihilated, 
while the forest department 
official kept on watching 
silently. Timber mafia and 

others were cutting trees 
with organised planning. 
The delegation appealed to 
the conservator Forests and 
DFO to save the beautiful 
forest from the clutches of 
timber mafia. 
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English translation from Urdu News 
 
 

Forest caught in fire in Madain, hundreds 
of trees become ashes 

Daily Azadi, Swat, December 09, 2010 
 
Madain (Tehsil reporter) 
The forest of Shahgram, 
Madain Swat caught fire. 
The fire is spreading fast. In 
the morning of Wednesday, 
the forest of Shahgram 
suddenly caught fire which 
was spreading quickly in the 
area. Hundreds of trees till 

now have burnt completely. 
According to local people, 
the fire engulfed one part of 
the forest and is spreading 
fast in three directions by 
blowing winds. The locals 
with the help of fire brigade 
have tried to overcome the 
fire but in vain. The local 

residents say that fire has 
burnt hundreds of old trees, 
if the fire is not put out in 
time, whole forest will come 
down to ashes. Previously 
there was fire in forest of 
Ain in November, but it was 
controlled within 24 hours. 

 

Dir Bala: Huge fire in the forest, loss estimated in 
millions 

Hundreds of thousands feet of precious wood turn into ashes, fire is still not under control 
Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 09, 2010 

 
Warri (Bureau news) The 
forests of Kaddi Khel Pass of 
Dir Bala caught fire 
devastating fire which 
turned hundreds of 
thousands of feet precious 

wood into ashes. The fire 
has encircled the whole 
forest; the fire has not been 
controlled as yet. The 
district administration has 
not taken any steps. The 

residents of the area have 
appealed to the provincial 
government to take 
immediate steps to control 
the fire. 

 
Forest Fire 
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Fire in Shahgram forests, hundreds of 
trees burnt out 

• Heavy winds spread the fire in three directions; the efforts are going on to 
contain fire till night 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 09, 2010 
 
Mangora (Bureau news) The 
forest of Shahgram, Swat 
suddenly caught fire. The 
fire is spreading fast. 
Hundreds of trees till the 
latest news have become 
ashes. According to local 
people, the fire engulfed a 

part of the forest and is 
spreading fast in three 
directions by gusty winds. 
The people with the help of 
fire brigade officials are 
trying to overcome the fire 
but without success. The 
people say that fire has 

burnt hundreds of old trees, 
if the fire is not extinguished 
in time, whole forest will be 
destroyed. Of late there was 
fire in forest of Ain in 
November, but it was 
controlled within 24 hours. 

 
 

The forest of Dengar, Swat Road catches fire, trees 
worth millions of rupees burn out 

The fire suddenly erupted in the evening; it was controlled after 15 hours 
Daily Aaj, Peshawar, December 14, 2010 

 
Swat (Aaj representative) 
The forest of Dengar, Swat 
Road caught fire which 
burnt out costly trees worth 
millions of rupees. Many 
trees of forest of Madain 
were also burnt out. The 

forests of hilly area of 
Rodengar of Mutta sub 
division mysteriously 
caught fire last evening 
which very quickly engulfed 
the whole forest. The trees 
worth millions of rupees 

turned into ashes. The next 
morning, people of the area 
with the help of Police and 
Army controlled the fire 
after 15 hours. 

 

Fire in Dir Kohistan forests, hundreds of feet wood 
destroyed by fire 

The people of the area tried to control the fire inconclusively, Police and Levi 
officials moved to help 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 24, 2010 
 
Dir Bala (Mashriq 
representative) The terrible 
fire in Dir Kohistan forests 
destroyed precious wood. 
The fire which erupted three 
days back in Lamoti 
Badaran areas of Dir Bala 

has engulfed a vast area of 
the forest. The fire has 
caused the loss in billions as 
hundreds of thousands of 
feet wood has been reduced 
to ashes, whereas there is 
fear of large scale deaths of 

wild life. The local residents 
tried desperately to put out 
the fire, but after no success 
the Police and Levi officials 
were despatched to Lamoti 
forests.



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute  

 

 
Pakistan Forest Digest 45 Vol. 1, No. 3, October – December, 2010 
 

 The forest adjacent to Matta, Swat caught fire, 
the trees worth millions of rupees end in ashes 

The fire is spreading fast in Barko Lalko forest; fire could not be 
controlled as 24 hours passed 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 24, 2010 
 
Mangora (Bureau report) 
The fire in the forest of 
Barko Lalko, the 
surrounding areas of Matta 
has burnt thousands of trees 
worth millions of rupees 
and the fire is still spreading 
quickly in the forest. 
Yesterday forest of Barko 
Kahusar tehsil of Matta 
caught fire. 24 hours have 

passed and yet the fire is not 
under control. According to 
news fire is fast spreading in 
the forest. The former nazim 
of the area says that the fire 
till now destroyed 
thousands of trees worth 
millions of rupees. He said 
everyday about two 
hundred to three hundred 
people got put out the fire 

but it’s almost impossible to 
control the fast spreading 
fire. The people of the area 
have mad announcement 
through mosques that the 
people should com out of 
their homes early in the 
morning of Friday to 
extinguish the fire. 

 
 

The downhill forests of Ayubia still on fire 
The nearby localities at high risk, people are scared 

Daily Nawa-i-Waqt, Islamabad, December 24, 2010 
 
Murree (Special reporter) In 
KPK Ayubia adjacent to 
Murree, the downhill forests 
enveloped with fire, and the 
fire could not be put out till 

midnight, the residents of 
nearby localities are highly 
scared of the situation. In 
Terhiti, the fire could not be 
extinguished and the second 

day. According to reports, 
the fire which erupted at 
Darwaza, Ayubia could not 
be controlled till midnight. 

 
 

The fire in Lalko could not be controlled, the trees worth 
millions burnt out 

A large number of plants also became ashes, the administration didn’t do 
anything to control the fire which erupted four days back 

Daily Azadi, Swat, December 24, 2010 
 
Matta (Special 
correspondent) The Sanghar 
forests are under for the last 
five days and the fire is not 
under control yet, the 
national exchequer has been 
deprived of millions of 

rupees. According to details, 
Ali Akbar, a well known 
social worker told the 
reporter of Daily Shamal 
that Sangar and adjoining 
areas were under fire for the 
last five days, consequently 

expensive trees and birds 
and cattle had been reduced 
to ashes, the houses near the 
jungle were also affected, 
but the forest department 
could not do anything to put 
the fire out. The residents of 
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the area while commenting 
on insensitive attitude of 
forest department officials 
and other officials on duty, 

demanded the provincial 
minister for forests and the 
provincial secretary to hold 

against the 
concerned 
departments. 

 
 

The fire in Balakot could not be controlled, the 
trees worth millions burnt out 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 25, 2010 
 
Balakot (Mashriq 
correspondent) The 
mysteriously erupted fire, 
which continues after sixth 
day has destroyed five 
houses in the populated 
area. The fire is now 
spreading towards settled 
part of the area. The fire 
incidents continue in the 
forests of Sangar, Gohala, 
Shankiari Hat, Dana and 
Biari. The houses of Ghulam 

Mohyeddin s/o Muhammad 
Amin and Gohar Rehman 
s/o Gulab have been 
destroyed; the people say 
that the fire is more intense 
now. The councillor of the 
area, Ali Akber said that if 
the fire was not controlled, 
more casualties could occur. 
He demanded the concerned 
officials to control the fire. 
The concerned forester 
Abdul Rasheed told our 

reporter that the department 
had deputed 30 officials on 
the site and the process of 
controlling the fire was 
going on, he further said 
that culprits who set fire to 
the forests had also been 
under search, they would 
soon be taken to the course 
of law. 
 

 
 



Chapter 5 

 
FOREST PROTECTION & 
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CDA to spend Rs5 million on preservation of old trees 
The News, Islamabad, October 16, 2010 

 
By Noor Aftab 
Islamabad: After facing 
many hiccups, the plan for 
preserving old trees in 
various parts of the capital is 
nearing execution with an 
estimated amount of Rs5 
million. 
 
According to reliable 
sources, the Capital 
Development Authority 
(CDA) held a meeting here 
on Friday in which the 
categorisation of trees 
according to their location 
and history was discussed. 
The planned strategy, 
models and 
recommendations were also 
discussed in detail.  
 
The plan discussed during 
the meeting included the 
scheme for making 
enclosures, creating sit-outs, 
placing information boards, 
marking protection circles 

two metres beyond the drip 
line and marking of tree 
locations in the master plan.  
 
The old trees have been 
categorised as urban, sub-
urban and Margalla Hills. 
Palm, olive, phulai, banyan 
and mango trees will be 
preserved as part of the 
plan.  
 
The date palm tree 
(Phoenixdactylifera) has 
immense importance, as it is 
mentioned in Holy Qur’aan, 
Bible and other religious 
books. It is often termed as 
the ‘Tree of Life’ and seen as 
a symbol of fertility and 
hospitality in different 
cultures. There are 32 
ancient palm trees in the 
Bhara Kahu Range. 
 
The other species of trees, 
which has been identified by 
the experts, is that of olive 

(Olea Cuspidata). Its 
cultivation began around 
7,000 years ago. It was a 
symbol of wealth in the 
ancient civilisations. This 
tree is also associated with 
spiritual and medicinal 
value and often termed as 
the ‘Blessed Tree’.  
 
As many as 126 olive trees 
have been selected by the 
experts on the basis of their 
historical value. The selected 
trees are situated in different 
parts of the city, including 
one in F-9, one in F-8, 50 in 
D-12, four in G-10, one in 
Nurpur Range, three in 
Golra Range, six in Saidpur 
Range and 60 in Bhara Kahu 
Range.  
 
The tree of ‘phulai’ (Accacia 
modesta) is another species 
selected for preservation. 
The ‘phulai’ tree has great 
medicinal value. Honey is 

 
Forest Preservation 
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obtained from the 
florescence of this tree. It has 
spiritual and medicinal 
values. It is also called the 
‘Blessed Tree’. This tree has 
great religious importance in 
Sikhism as it is associated 
with Guru Gobind Singh.  
 
There are 78 ‘phulai’ trees in 
different parts of the city, 
which have been identified 
by the experts for 
preservation. 
 
As many as 48 ‘phulai’ trees 
are located in Saidpur 
Range, 11 in Bhara Kahu 
Range, 8 in Sector I-10, 
seven in Sector G-10, 7 in 
Sector D-12 and one in 
Nurpur Range.  
 
The banyan trees (Ficus 
benghalensis) will also be 
preserved in Islamabad. The 

Hindu merchants traded in 
the shade of these trees. The 
banyan trees have great 
cultural and religious 
importance. In Hinduism, it 
is associated with Krishna. 
Buddhists also consider 
these trees sacred.  
 
There are 64 banyan trees in 
Saidpur Range, 47 in Golra 
Range, 11 in Bhara Kahu 
Range, 10 in Nurpur Range, 
six in D-12 Range, 10 in E-11 
Range, three in G-14, three 
in F-9, one in F-8, 1 in F-10 
and one in E-11.  
 
Old mango trees (Mangifera 
indica) have also been 
identified for preservation in 
different parts of the city. 
This fruit tree has cultural, 
religious and medicinal 
importance in different 
religions like Buddhism, 

Jainism, Hinduism 
and Animism. 
Some plant these 
trees for the 
salvation of the 
soul. The sites 
where these trees have been 
identified included 31 in 
Bhara Kahu Range, 16 in 
Saidpur Range, three in 
Golra Range, two in Nurpur 
Range, one in Playland and 
one in Marghazar Zoo.  
 
Talking to ‘The News’, CDA 
spokesperson Ramzan Sajjid 
said that the plan for the 
preservation of old trees was 
nearing its approval, as 
CDA chairman was taking 
personal interest in the 
project. “We are hopeful that 
the work on the 
preservation of old trees will 
start soon,” he added. 

 
 
English translation from Urdu News 
 

A meeting of Forest Protection and development 
Committee held, the president showed his 

concerns about timber smuggling 
• A severe action demanded against the illegal machine saws, the participants 

pledged to crush the smugglers at any cost  
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 10, 2010 

 
Batal (Special 
correspondent) An urgent 
meeting of Forest Protection 
and development 
Committee was held at 
Battal, which was presided 
by Haji Muhammad Yousuf 
Khan. The president 

Muhammad Nawaz Khan 
Batal showed his concerns 
and resentment against the 
increasing trends of timber 
smuggling. He said beside 
the local smugglers, the 
outside people with the 
backing of political 

personalities had been 
continuing the illicit 
business which was needed 
to be dealt with. The people 
of the area would do 
everything to root out that 
practice. The meeting was 
attended by a large number 
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of forest owners and others; 
they assured the forest 
department of their 
cooperation. The meeting 
was addressed by President 
Muhammad Nawaz Khan 
Battal, Advocate Abdullah 
Khan, Taufiq Shah, Raza 
Allah Khan, Zareen Khan, 
Amjad Shah, former nazim 
Ahmed Yar Khan. The 
speakers pointed out that 
the illegal business was due 
to the unreasonable 
prohibition on the legal 
cutting of forests for the last 
eighteen years, the forest 
owners and the government 
were deprived and 
eventually the smugglers 
were benefiting a lot. The 
speakers demanded that the 
illegal machine saws 
installed in every street of 

the area be removed and 
action should be taken 
against the owners. Under 
the Act 2002, those involved 
in cutting, transporting 
through mules, vehicles 
used in that purpose and the 
owners of those vehicles and 
mules should be punished 
under the law to teach 
others the lesson. Moreover, 
the speakers also demanded 
to clean the department of 
the black sheep who for a 
long time are appointed in 
Hilkot range and had close 
links with the smugglers. 
The speakers asked the 
department to provide 
plants to the farmers in tree 
plantation season so that the 
dependence on the forests 
for firewood was decreased. 
In the said meeting, forest 

department was 
represented by 
range officer Hilkot 
range, Sultan Khan 
Jadoon and forester 
Masood ur 
Rehman, they pointed out 
the scarcity of resources and 
the staff and said that 
despite that scarcity they 
would not step back in 
pursuing and crushing the 
smugglers. If they had the 
cooperation of people and 
the police, they would 
surely end that curse. They 
assured that the demands of 
the people would be 
conveyed to the higher 
officials and showed their 
gratitude for inviting them 
to the meeting. 

 

A decision to form committee to save the 
forests of Galiat 

The continuous cutting of forests is endangering the area 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 22, 2010 

 
Abbottabad (Press release) 
The civil society and the 
public representatives have 
shown severe resentment 
against the forest 
department and unabated 
cutting of forests in Thanda 
Pani range and Ander Seri 
range and the departments’ 
collaboration and termed it 
as loss of national level. 
Former nazim UC Beran 
Gali, Sirdar Hukumdad, 

former nazim Pattan, Jan 
Muahhamad Qureshi, 
former nazim Kukming, 
Khalid Gul, Malik 
Muhammmad Aslam, 
Numberdar Abdul Rashid, 
former Kisan councillor 
Zakir Qureshi, former 
councillor Bashir Abassi, 
former member district 
council and other dignitaries 
called a special meeting and 
discussed in detail the 

continuous cutting of forests 
and the issue which would 
come up in future for the 
people of that area. It was 
unanimously agreed upon 
that a movement should be 
launched to save the forests 
and to organise the 
movement a committee to 
save the forests should 
formed. 

 
 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute  

 

 
Pakistan Forest Digest 50 Vol. 1, No. 3, October – December, 2010 
 

A delegation of Forest Protection and Development 
Committee, Konish Valley meets the SHO Battal 
Action against the timber smugglers demanded, Warning to act 

on their own otherwise 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, October 27, 2010 

 
Battal (Special 
correspondent) A delegation 
of Konish valley Forest 
Protection and Development 
Committee led by president 
Muhammad Nawaz Khan 
Battal met the SHO, Battal 
Police station, Javed Khan. 
The delegation comprised 
Khurshid Shah Chera, Raza 
ullah Khan Battal, Idrees 
Khan of Malkan, Zareen 
Khan of Malokra and 

Allauddin Khan Advocate. 
The delegates apprised the 
SHO about the activities of 
local smugglers and the 
timber smugglers hailing 
from other areas who do the 
smuggling business under 
the cover of hotel business. 
The smugglers use political 
influence for their business. 
The illicit business is 
encouraging different crimes 
in the area, which is creating 

a grave situation in the area. 
The delegation demanded 
stern action against those 
criminals. Those smugglers 
are using vehicles without 
registration number plates 
to do the business. If no 
immediate action is taken 
against the despoilers of 
green gold, the masses will 
be forced to resort to direct 
action. 

 
 

Committees formed to save the Mansehra forests 
and action against the timber smugglers 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 10, 2010 
 
Mansehra (Divisional crime 
reporter) The forest 
department has formed 
committees to save the 
Mansehra forest and fight 
the timber smugglers. The 
forest owners are included 
in the committee members. 
DFO Sern Ijaz Qadir Khan 
and other officials took 
action against the timber 

smugglers and deposited 
hundreds of thousands 
rupees fine in the treasury. 
DFO Sern Ijaz Qadir Khan 
told the media reporters that 
the forest department was 
taking effective steps to 
safeguard the forests of Sern 
division spreading on 47,000 
acres, and the forest owners 
were also cooperating. “The 

forests belong to the owners 
who cut the tree after getting 
legal permit, but the 
smugglers illegally cut the 
forests, the department is 
taking action against them, 
the formation of committees 
have discouraged the 
smuggling noticeable” said 
the DFO.  

 
 

Delegation of Forest Protection Committee Kotli Bala meets forest 
department officials 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 11, 2010 
 
Kotli Bala (General 
reporter) Forest Protection 

Committee Kotli Bala 
delegation met the higher 

officials of forest department 
kotli Bala. The delegation 
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was led by president 
Aurangzeb Khan. FPC Kotli 
Bala met DFO Sern Ijaz 
Qadir Khan and SDFO 
Sultan Jadoon and expressed 
their gratitude about their 
cooperation and said that 

they urgently needed the 
help of local officials, they 
were confident that the 
officials of forest department 
and other representatives 
would be ready to provide 
protection to their forests 

(FPC Kotli Bala). 
After the formation 
of FPC Kotli Bala, a 
sharp downward 
trend was seen in 
the timber 
smuggling. 

 
 

The steps taken by Galiat Division to protect 
forests of Galiat are commendable 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 13, 2010 
 
Changa Gali (Special 
correspondent) The political 
and social circles of Galiat 
appreciated the range officer 
and his team of forest 
department Donga Gali for 
the steps like formation of 
monitoring committees and 

daily patrolling. They 
expressed their satisfaction 
and said that like previous 
two years the local 
journalists and social circles 
would continue to 
cooperate, that would 
certainly enlarge the forest 

area.  The local people 
requested people of every 
school of thought to do their 
best to protect the forests 
which are big attraction for 
the tourists. 

 
 

A meeting of Forest Protection Committee, 
Abbottabad will be held today 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 10, 2010 
 
Abbottabad (Press release) A 
meeting of Forest Protection 
Committee, Abbottabad will be 
held today on Tuesday at 11.00 
am in Ramleena Hotel, Fawara 
Chowk. The points to be 
discussed in the meeting will 
be the illegal cutting of forests, 
negligence of forest 
department, collaboration with 
timber mafia and its 
prevention. The decisions will 
be taken and future line of 
action will be devised. The 
meeting will be attended by 
political and social figures, 
former nazims, Gulzar Abassi, 

Jan Muhammad Qureshi, 
Sirdar Hukumdad, Malik 
Irshad, Khalid Gul, Rasheed 
Qureshi, Akram Qureshi, 
Manzoor Mumtaz, Ghazanfer 
Ali Abassi, Malik basher 
Hussain, Maulana Mumtaz 
Qamar, Zareen Qureshi, 
Zulfiqar Qureshi and about 
sixty members of five union 
councils connected with the 
forests namely , Pattan Kalan, 
Baren Gali, Khatwal, Nimbel 
and Kukming. In addition to 
above, Naseer Khan Jadoon, 
leader of ‘End the corruption 
movement’. Wali Muhammad 

Khan, Sajjad Qureshi and other 
leaders will attend the meeting. 
Timber worth millions of 
rupees is being smuggled daily 
and the scenic beauty of 
Hazara is diminishing, it’s high 
time to stop all that. The forests 
are gradually finishing due to 
the careless attitude, 
negligence, thievery and 
connivance with the timber 
smugglers which will not only 
affect the environment but also 
inflicting huge loss to national 
exchequer. 
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Practicle steps are needed to save the precious 
forests of Hazara 

Expensive timber reach Punjab and other area despite the 
presence of forest checkposts to curb smuggling 

Daily Aaj, Peshawar, December 08, 2010 
 
By Muhammad Arshad Swati 
Abbottabad: Trees play a key role in controlling 
the environmental pollution. Tree absorb Carbon 
Dioxide and release Oxygen which is vital for 
human life. Hazara division is bestowed with the 
wealth of forests. Galiat in district Abbottabad, 
Sern Valley of Mansehra, Kaghan Valley, Batgram 
Allai and district kohistan’s mountains were 
covered with Dyar, Pine, Byar and other 
expensive trees. If we look a few decades back, 
we could see thick, green and tall trees 
everywhere around us. Birds used to chirp and 
intoxicating breeze, but now unfortunately the 
same mountains are presenting a scene of treeless 
plains. The unsocial and avaricious people have 
blotched the nature’s beauty by shamelessly 
cutting the trees that directly affect the 
environment. The cutting of these forests resulted 
in terrible floods of 1992 in district Mansehra and 
Kohistan. The floods in district Kohistan caused 
81 casualties and hundreds of injured ones, the 
loss was estimated in millions, the timber worth 
millions of rupees floated through streams went 
in to the rivers.  Thousands of feet costly timber 
was swept into River Kunhar, district Balakot 
which is worth millions of rupees. The 1992 
floods wreaked havoc in tehsil Balakot, Mansehra 
and Kohistan, the incumbent Prime minister of 
that time visited the area, he expressed his deep 
grief seeing timber coming into Kunhar river and 
immediately ordered for the ban on the cutting of 
forests. The illegal cutting of trees continuously 
going on, and the timber is reaching the markets 
without any pause. Timber mafia with the 
collaboration forest department is plundering the 
forests. The forest owners protested against the 
cutting of forests, they were of the view that 
permission of authorised cutting should be 
granted. In 1998, the forest owners were allowed 
to collect the ‘windfall’; joint forest management 
committees were established, these committees 
comprised forest owners also. It’s shocking that 
the devastation of forests continues with the 
forest committees as cover-up. The green trees are 
cut with the dead dry trees. Millions of feet 

illegally cut wood was legalised in district 
Kohistan after imposing a nominal penalty, 
taking the advantage of that, thousands of trees 
were cut. Now hundreds of thousands feet timber 
is lying in different areas of Kohistan. The 
government is spending billions of rupees on 
forest department to protect the forests, but best 
the forests are continuously shrinking. Every year 
millions of rupees are spent on account of 
plantation drive that is just on papers. Forest 
checkposts are established at different points, yet 
the timber reaches Punjab and other areas. The 
vehicles loaded with timber are allowed to cross 
every forest checkpost after greasing the palm of 
officials supposed to check the vehicles. After the 
quake of 2005, the government devised a policy 
for the quake victims, under that policy the 
victims were allowed to shift the timber already 
used in their demolished houses to take to the 
places like Mansehra,Abbottabad and other areas 
to construct new houses. For that matter, there 
was a procedure designed by the forest 
department. The people completed therir 
documents under that old timber policy, but the 
forest department officials extorted thousands of 
rupees from the poor victims. The people who 
had completed their documents in every respect 
ran pillar to post for months to get permission. 
They contacted, foresters, range officers, DFO, 
conservator and other officials, but of no use. 
According to one estimate, about three hundred 
trucks loaded with timber were smuggled from 
different areas of Kaghan Valley. The forester, 
range officer, constable and clerks of every area 
were bribed from 5,000 rupees to 20,000 rupees. 
In addition to that, rupees 2,000 to 3,000 were 
collected as sweetener by the post set up on 
roads. The actual purpose of this very long story 
is to expose the corruption of officials appointed 
to protect the forests. The people protest 
occasionally against those officials, the media 
informs about the destruction of forests, but the 
government or higher officials do not look 
interested, that’s the main reason the forest 
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officials despite getting meagre amount as salary, 
own assets worth millions. The need of the hour 
is that the government should strict notice of the 
situation and disciple the forest department 
officials to protect and develop the forests. Higher 

level action is needed to achieve the 
desired target, if this is not done, the 
forests of Hazara division will 
disappear within a few year and our 
next generations will bear the brunt. 

 
 

Abbottabad: The decision to reactivate the committees 
connected with forests 

The decisions taken in meetings of 7th December will be communicated to the 
administration: Spokesman for the committee 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 11, 2010 
 
Abbottabad (News desk)  The people of the 
area and especially the media has highly 
appreciated the Forest Protection Committee 
for taking practical steps to prevent 
uncontrollable cutting of the forests and 
saving the national exchequer of huge losses. 
The meeting will be called soon to take more 
steps. The government, administration and 
the higher officials of forest department will 
be informed in written form about decisions 
and the minutes of the meeting of 7th 
December. They will be informed about the 
reservations and the future line of action of 
the committee. The spokesman of the forest 

Protection Committee said that very soon the 
committees at the level of union councils and 
village would be formed and especially the 
committees connected with the forests would 
be more functional and active. The persons 
responsible for the destruction of fortests and 
Hazara’s despoilers and enemies of national 
assets would be exposed through print and 
electronic media and action would be taken 
against them. According to spokesman, the 
office bearers would take in the next session 
of the committee so that the people should 
participate in the movement with honesty 
and  well intentions. 

 
 

A formula developed for growth and safety of fruit plants from 
the inherent disease 

Under the horticulture policy, the farmers would be provided all possible facilities to 
develop gardens 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 12, 2010 
 
Abbottabad (Press release)  A 
comprehensive policy 
regarding the development of 
gardens, growth of fruit trees 
and treatment of diseases of the 
plants has been devised. A 
special meeting was held in the 
office of Executive District 
Officer (EDO) Agriculture, Dr 
Abdul Waheed Alvi. District 
Agricultural Officer, 
Muhammad Younis and all the 

agriculture officers from all 
over the district attended the 
meeting. The steps and 
procedures were defined to 
facilitate and guide the farmers 
to develop of forests under the 
horticulture policy of the 
provincial government. All the 
possible measures will be taken 
to grow present fruit trees and 
especially the apple trees. EDO 
addressed the meeting and 

stressed upon agriculture 
experts that they should work 
on strong basis keeping in 
mind the farmers’ interests and 
weather conditions of the 
district. Under the directions of 
Agriculture minister, Arbab 
Muhammad Ayub Jan they 
should perform their duties 
with dedication for the 
progress of horticulture during 
December to March. He further 
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added the t the current 
government was interested in 
providing the farmers with the 
best quality of seeds and 
fertilizers from the model farm 

centres, so that growth of 
gardens was enhanced and the 
fruit trees got rid of the 
diseases. He said the NGOs 
and other private organisations 

working for the 
development of 
natural resources 
would be aincluded 
in the programme. 

 
 

The Forest Protection Committee decides to hold 
training workshops to create awareness 

Common men and field workers can do more to save the forests than the 
forest owners 

Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, December 13, 2010 
 
Battal (General reporter) A decision to create 
awareness about benefits of forests and 
holding workshops has been taken, teams 
have formed which would contact all the 
people of the area. The details from the press 
conference of Ibrar Ahmed Khan, the Forest 
Protection Committee has decided to hold 
training workshops with the participation of 
field workers and common people to create 
awareness among people about the 
advantages of forests and the harmful effects 
of cutting down the forests. President Forest 
Protection Committee, Ibrar Ahmed Khan 
said in a press conference in Konish Valley 
Press Club that the field workers and 
common people can play a more important 

role to save the forests than the forest 
owners, because those people are always 
present in the area. So, the Forest Protection 
Committee with the cooperation of the 
dignitaries of the area has formed the teams 
to contact all the adjoining areas. The teams 
will decide the venue and timetable of the 
workshops after consulting the local 
important personalities. During the press 
conference of president forest protection 
committee, Ibrar ahmed Khan, the committee 
members Syed Anwar Hussain Shah, 
Ibrahemm Karmangi, Qaim sheerazi, Umer 
Draz Khan, Naseer Khan and others were 
also present. 
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Nature’s riches can drive growth and cut poverty 
Poor countries to gain from major research 

The News, Islamabad, October 5, 2010 
 
Islamabad: This week researchers from all 
corners of the globe will come together to 
discuss ways of tapping into nature’s 
‘treasure chest’ to reduce poverty, deliver 
sustainable growth and improve the lives of 
people in the most vulnerable communities.  
 
An innovative and imaginative workshop, 
being held at the University of Edinburgh 
(October 4-6), is making use of video and 
internet technology to bring these researchers 
together as part of the Ecosystem Services for 
Poverty Alleviation (ESPA) Programme. 
 
Among those who will benefit from the 
project are South Asian farmers facing 
changing monsoon patterns and Chinese 
villagers whose lands are at risk of being 
turned to desert. Also benefiting will be 
Africans threatened by drought and South 
Americans who live on the edges of 
shrinking rainforests. 
 
ESPA will train experts from developing 
countries to cultivate new land management 
techniques and develop flood resistant 
infrastructure. It will encourage research into 
possible future carbon trading, which may 

one day enable industrialised countries to 
pay for forests to be maintained, helping to 
prevent further carbon dioxide being 
released. 
 
A central aspect of ESPA’s design is to ensure 
that the research it supports is relevant and 
has real impact on the way governments and 
other decision makers manage the natural 
resources available to them. 
 
“This is a fantastic opportunity for 
researchers in developing countries to learn 
about ESPA so they can submit proposals in 
the coming weeks,” says the initiative’s 
director Paul van Gardingen who is based at 
the University of Edinburgh.  
 
“ESPA will build important bridges between 
research communities in South America, 
Africa and Asia that will enable them to 
collaborate and share knowledge in new, 
exciting ways. Their new research 
partnerships will provide governments with 
the critical information they need to green 
their economies and reduce environmental 
degradation.” 
 

 
Tree plantation 
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The workshop in Edinburgh has been 
organised to enable maximum participation 
for the lowest cost as researchers, journalists 
and others will be able to participate via a 
live video link. This not only saves money 
but reduces the carbon footprint for the 
event. 
 
Over the next seven years, ESPA will bring 
natural, social and political scientists together 
to do innovative research that enables poor 
nations to harness nature to improve the 
health, wealth and wellbeing of their poorest 
communities.  
 
Nature provides many goods and services 
that improve lives and livelihoods and help 
communities to adapt to the impacts of 
climate change:  
 

• Forests and other environments store 
large amounts of carbon in their soil 
and vegetation and so help to limit 
climate change, and they also 
maintain clean water supplies and 
protect communities from flooding. 

 
• Wild insects provide a pollination 

service for many major food crops 

that is worth over US $100 
billion per year.  

 
• Plants are the source of 

many traditional medicines 
that could be developed into 
commercial drugs for global markets. 

 
“More research is needed to understand how 
poor countries can take advantage of nature’s 
provisions to deliver benefits to citizens in a 
sustainable way,” says Andrew Watkinson, 
director of the Living with Environmental 
Change partnership. “ESPA aims to benefit 
these communities by offering practical help 
in adapting to climate change and helping 
them to get the most from their local 
environments.” 
 
ESPA was launched in December 2009 under 
the auspices of the Living with 
Environmental Change partnership with £40 
million (US $63.5 million) of investment from 
the UK’s Department for International 
Development, Natural Environment 
Research Council and Economic and Social 
Research Council.  

 
 

More plant growth could slow global warming: NASA 
Business Recorder, Islamabad, December 13, 2010 

 
WASHINGTON: In a world 
with twice as much carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere, 
plants could grow larger 
and create a cooling effect 
on a warming globe, but 
could not halt or reverse 
climate change, NASA said 
on December 07. 

One of the main mysteries 
scientists face with climate 
change is how to project it 

over time, particularly how 
to account for Earth's 
reaction to warmer 
temperatures, a 
phenomenon known as 
"feedback." 

It has long been known that 
plants - which use carbon 
dioxide, sun and water to 
grow through the process of 
photosynthesis - are able to 
adapt to higher carbon 

dioxide levels by using 
nutrients more efficiently 
and growing bigger leaves. 

"The process is called 'down-
regulation.' This more 
efficient use of water and 
nutrients has been observed 
in experimental studies and 
can ultimately lead to 
increased leaf growth," 
NASA said in a statement. 
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But just what effect that 
increased plant growth 
would have on global 
warming has been difficult 
to predict. 

NASA's new computer 
modeling effort, described 
in the December 7 issue of 
the journal Geophysical 
Research Letters, calculated 
the plants' cooling effect to 
be -0.3 degrees Celsius (-0.5 
Fahrenheit) globally. 

However that number falls 
well short of the 
temperature increase of two 
to 4.5 degrees Celsius (3.5 to 
8.0 Fahrenheit) that is the 
standard basis for many 
global warming modeling 
simulations. 

"This feedback slows but 
does not alleviate the 
projected warming," said 
Lahouari Bounoua, lead 
author of the paper and 
expert at the Goddard Space 
Flight Center outside 
Washington. 

Bounoua's model found that 
warming was on the lower 

scale of the widely accepted 
range when carbon dioxide 
was doubled, projecting 
warming of 1.94 degrees C 
globally, not including the 
0.3 C drop for feedback. 

Previous climate models 
have not included the larger 
leaf growth that would 
come from "down-
regulation," and have 
projected little to no cooling 
from vegetation growth, the 
US space agency said. 

"This is what is completely 
new," said Bounoua, 
referring to how the model 
was adapted to include 
changed leaf growth. 

"What we did is improve 
plants' physiological 
response in the model by 
including down-regulation. 
The end result is a stronger 
feedback than previously 
thought." 

The latest research shows 
"how, over time, scientists 
will create more 
sophisticated models that 
will chip away at the 

uncertainty range 
of climate change 
and allow more 
accurate projections 
of future climate," 
NASA said. 

Having more precise 
projections will help in the 
search for solutions, said 
study co-author Forrest Hall 
of the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore County 
and Goddard Space Flight 
Center. 

"As we learn more about 
how these systems react, we 
can learn more about how 
the climate will change," 
said Hall. 

"Each year we get better and 
better. It's important to get 
these things right just as it's 
important to get the track of 
a hurricane right. We've got 
to get these models right, 
and improve our 
projections, so we'll know 
where to most effectively 
concentrate mitigation 
efforts." – AFP 

 
 
English translation from Urdu News 
 
 

A party organised about plantation in Attock on Kala Chitta Pahar 
Daily Nawa-i-Waqt, Islamabad, October 10, 2010 

 
Sanjwal (Correspondent) 
DCO Attock Shakeel Ahmed 
said that plantation is a 
continuous charity and a 
very effective means to 
reduce the environmental 

pollution, greenery adorn 
the environment, trees and 
plants continuously pray 
and whoever plant a tree 
will be rewarded greatly. He 
was expressing his views on 

the event of plantation of 
Pine trees on the top of Kala 
Chitta Pahar (mountain). He 
along with forest 
department officers, Junaid 
Mumtaz Khan, Mazher 
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Masood and TMO Mubarik 
Ali Khan, planted trees with 
his own hands. Forest officer 
Sultan Mehmood, sub 
divisional officer Javed 

Khan, Muhammad Fazil, 
Raz Khan, Irfan Ahmed, 
Ateeq, Ajab and the staff of 
forest department and TMA 
Attock were present at the 

occasion.  150 Pine 
and 50 Chinar trees 
were planted on 
that occasion. 

 
 

Forests have a position of backbone in the national 
economy: Colonel Naveed 

15,000 plants will be fixed on 35 acres of land, a speech on the occasion 
of plantation drive 

Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, October 15, 2010 
 
Batkhela (Mashriq 
correspondent) Garrison 
Commander Malakand, Lt 
Col Naveed Butt said that 
the trees have a position of 
backbone in national 
economy, every section of 
the society should play its 
role to develop and protect 
the forests. He expressed his 
views on inauguration of 
spring plantation drive 

initiated by forest 
department Malakand, the 
participants of the function 
were range officer Wasil 
Khan, district education 
officer Fazal Ahad, Major 
Farrukh, Zulfiqar and 
Lieutenant Afridi. Hundreds 
of children from different 
schools took part in 
plantation drive and fixed 
the plants. During the 

plantation drive, 15,000 Pine 
plants on the 35 acres area of 
Malakand will be planted 
with the collaboration of 
forest department, Army 
and education department, 
that area is under army 
control. Forest range officer 
Wasil Khan and Education 
officer Fazal Ahad Khan also 
addressed the occasion. 

 
 

I have deep relation with plantation, during 
imprisonment, I planted two trees and ate 

fruit of one, says President Zardari 
Daily Jang, Rawalpindi, October 23, 2010 

 
Islamabad (Ibrar Mustafa) 
President of Pakistan, Asif 
Ali Zardari said while 
addressing the concluding 
session of International 
Environmental Conference 
that he had deep 
relationship with plantation; 

during imprisonment he 
planted two trees and ate 
one tree’s fruit also. Asif Ali 
Zardari could not 
pronounce properly the 
name of one German expert 
and apologised and said 
smilingly that he was not 

familiar with his name. The 
German expert could not 
pronounce the name of 
Shahid, a Bangladeshi 
environmental expert and he 
also apologised. 
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Choraha 
Zardari, Plantation, Humanity and 

Presidentship 
Daily Jang, Rawalpindi, October 25, 2010 

By Hassan Nisar 
 
It usually happens with very lucky people, 
the men of wisdom say that it happens with 
heavenly souls. The news is interesting and 
pleasant also. For me it is full of attraction 
because plantation is one my most favourite 
hobbies, and I say without exaggeration that 
during the last few years, I have planted 
thousands of trees either with my own hands 
or under my supervision, more than 
thousand plants are there in my house, but 
let’s have a look at the pleasant news.  
 
Islamabad: President Zardari while 
addressing a conference on environmental 
issues said that during his imprisonment, the 
plants he had planted became trees and he 
ate the fruits of those trees.... Plantation is an 
investment for future. I know nothing about 
assets and investment, but I know at least 
one thing that planting a tree is a very good 
act, and very nice people except me get the 
chance to do that. We as Muslims are 
ordered to plant trees and it is declared as an 
act of constant welfare. Einstein said, “When 
you plan to plant a tree, fix three plants; one 
for shade, second for fruits and third for 
beauty. There is a Chinese proverb: Every 
tree in its roots has heart of a nice person.” I 
have already written in the beginning of my 
column that tree plantation is act of persons 
of great stature, because normally the one 
who plants a tree does not have the chance to 
eat its fruit and whoever gets the chance, is 
certainly very the lucky one and is master of 
his destiny. The present ‘hybrid’ generation 
may not understand this because there are so 
many fast growing varieties of trees have 
been developed. Trees are growing fast like 
children whereas in the past it was quite 
different. Our indigenous trees like Pipel, 

Banyan, Shisham and other trees did not 
grow so fast like outlandish trees e.g. 
Eucalyptus, Ficus and Alstonia. Now a days 
dwarf mango plant starts yielding fruits, 
previously it was patience, long wait and 
luck. You sow a seed (endocarp) and then a 
long wait. Date tree is also a matter of long 
period, but I was again lucky that time, I ate 
the fruit of date Palm tree which I planted 
with my own hands, but those trees were 
already near their maturity. Anyhow that is 
God’s blessing that I ate the fruit otherwise 
nothing can be said about the next moment.  
 
I was talking about Mr Zardari’s plantation 
and goodluck that he ate the fruits of the 
trees he planted himself, and he is seeing his 
son becoming chairman of country’s largest 
party in his life time. Such lucky person 
should spend his days and nights praying 
and paying gratitude to The Creator, 
Bestower and the Best Provider. The best 
way to worship is to serve and love the 
people who are creation of God, and the one 
who has the rank of presidentship can show 
gratitude to his Creator very easily by 
serving His creatures —the mankind. 
 
Mr Zardari must be knowing much better 
than me that growing trees is no less a feat 
than raising children, the trees need special 
kind of attention and affection, I mean the 
farmer can become lord of trees for a certain 
time, so how come President Zardari who is 
fond of plantation does not have the slightest 
hint of “plantation” in politics and 
governance. I’ll try to let you understand 
through one example. I was invited as a chief 
guest to Government College University, 
Faisalabad. I had studied in that institution 
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so I was more than willing to go there. After 
that very elegant function, the conversation 
with staff and students developed into 
informal chat. One young female lecturer 
asked shyly, “Sir do you recognise me”. I 
saw her intently, the face looked familiar, but 
I couldn’t exactly recall, she said with 
brimming eyes, “My name is ——. I am the 
same “plant” nourished by you, I teach Mass 
Communication here”. Suddenly I recalled 
everything and my eyes were filled with 
tears, “Thank God this child has achieved her 
goal.”  
 
Besides plantation, Mr Zardari should also 
give attention to the people, this will also 
suite his stature as a president and Zardari. 
To see the trees planted with our own hands 

yielding flowers and fruits is 
undoubtedly a magnificent 
experience, a divine gift and a 
memorable experience, but to help 
someone stand on his own feet, to 
see a child growing into a successful 
person is also unbelievably wonderful 
experience which cannot be described in 
words, I am utterly at loss. 
 
Mr Zardari! This is the investment which this 
country and society direly need and maybe 
you do as well, provided you like to live in 
the hearts of people instead of Bilawal House 
or Presidency. 
 

 
 

 
 



Chapter 7 
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The war on wildlife 
Dawn, Islamabad, October 04, 2010 

 
By Syed Irfan Ashraf  
THE cost of war is not limited to human 
beings. The natural environment, too, pays a 
heavy price for mankind’s follies. This is 
what is happening in the hilly, forested belt 
along the Pakistan-Afghanistan border and 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where the wildlife 
of the area is increasingly being exposed to 
hazardous conditions. 
 
When the US started bombing Afghanistan in 
2001, the impact was hardly noticeable with 
regard to changes in the pattern of 
biodiversity and ecological degeneration. But 
in 2002 when the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) sent teams to different 
wetlands in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to assess 
the impact of the war on migratory birds in 
Pakistan, it was revealed that there had been 
an 85 per cent decrease in the number of 
migratory birds in the area. 
 
Traditionally, Afghanistan served as a prime 
sanctuary and transitory route for migratory 
birds from Central Asia and Siberia. Besides 

many passerines and birds of prey, over 30 
species of waterfowl and four species of 
crane used to winter in Pakistan. This search 
for habitat along the Indus Flyway starts in 
October and ends in April, when birds fly 
home for the breeding season. 
 
Unfortunately, these birds — an integral part 
of the north’s folk culture — no longer visit 
the area, says a district wildlife officer. 
Wildlife experts admit that disturbance along 
the route and increasing water pollution has 
stopped the Sarus and Siberian cranes from 
wintering in the region. The Eurasian cranes, 
too, have not been seen for quite some time. 
The same goes for many other species. 
 
But the concern is not limited to the birds; 
militancy has extracted a heavy toll on other 
forms of wildlife and forests. The militants 
have been using forested terrains for refuge 
and training camps in the tribal areas and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, inviting military 
operations including indiscriminate ground 
and aerial bombings. It is only after the war 

 
National Parks,  

Valleys & Orchards 
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that the actual cost to flora and fauna can be 
assessed. 
 
Some ecologists have a different opinion. 
They believe that wildlife is resilient and can 
withstand the negative impact of armed 
disturbance. Nevertheless, it would still 
require a carefully planned long-term 
strategy to recuperate wildlife losses suffered 
in the past decade. A ban on hunting — the 
other scourge — prevention of river 
pollution and the conservation of wetlands, 
where migratory birds nest, are just a few 
steps urgently required to halt the ecological 
decimation. 
 
At present, ecologists are not sure of the 
official commitment to the cause of wildlife. 
According to Ashiq Ahmad Khan, a former 
adviser to WWF, “Despite poverty, people in 
the Indian state of Gujarat save part of their 
earnings to buy food for the visiting cranes.” 
On the contrary, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government has yet to ban crane hunting, 
which is already outlawed in the other 
provinces, he added. 
 
In 2003, the issue of banning crane hunting 
was raised with the then NWFP governor 
Iftikhar Hussain Shah. After a well-known 
ecologist threatened to resign, the governor 
agreed to ban hunting but only for a year. 
Such half-hearted steps have hardly made a 
dent, and hunters crossed over into 
Balochistan to continue their netting and 
trapping. 
 
Around the same time the matter aggravated 
when local communities living near the Zhob 
River reacted to hunters. Announcements 
were made through mosque loudspeakers, 
which led to armed clashes. Subsequently, 
raids were carried out at riverside hovels, in 
which over 5,000 cranes were recovered from 
scores of hunters. 
 
On the whole, despite occasional raids, 
hunters in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Fata 

have remained as strong as ever. A 
recent study from Peshawar 
University has identified over 400 
hunters in Charsadda district alone. 
In some areas such hunters sell 
thousands of trapped birds every 
year. Cranes are particularly in demand and 
are offered as priceless gifts to friends and 
high-ups. “Whenever we arrest someone or 
cancel a hunting licence, political figures 
come to the rescue of the violators,” said a 
wildlife official. 
 
The wildlife department is witness to many 
bureaucrats, politicians and their influential 
friends being keen hunters. They have 
contributed to the general sense of 
indifference towards wildlife conservation. 
The result is that the official machinery 
hardly looks upon indiscriminate hunting as 
a crime. 
 
Until recently subtropical thorn forests in 
Kohat and Bannu were regarded as a 
partridge paradise. Black partridges, grey 
partridges, see-see partridges and chakkor 
were abundant in the area. The wildlife 
department allowed VIPs in game reserves 
where ‘special’ people can hunt. But now the 
birds are too few even for the VIPs. The 
situation has benefited commercial hunters 
especially from Fata. They sell birds to 
wildlife officials who then release them into 
game reserves to help VIPs meet their 
hunting targets. 
 
In 1998, the then NWFP government 
sponsored a survey in Orakzai Agency and 
discovered that the leopard, black bear, urial, 
chinkara, the Kabul markhor and hyena were 
part of the sprawling wildlife in the Maula 
Ghar area. But no conservation project could 
be initiated because mismanagement led to 
local resistance. Another project met the 
same fate in D.I. Khan. 
 
Conservation projects need to be restarted in 
Fata where the government claims to have 
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restored peace. Otherwise, it is unlikely that 
many species of birds and wild animals 
would make it to the next decade. The 
unprecedented natural and other calamities 
witnessed of late have a clear message for 
our policymakers that they cannot afford to 

be indifferent to the environment, 
including wildlife, any longer. The 
fact that the UN has declared 2010 
the International Year of 
Biodiversity should have special 
meaning for Pakistan. 

 

Sore valley in sore need of infrastructure 
Dawn, Islamabad, October 17, 2010 

 
By Aamer Abbasi  
Hidden away from many nature-loving 
tourists is Sore valley in Kahuta Tehsil with 
its breathtaking view of lush green grounds, 
tall trees, clear streams, gushing waterfalls 
and even snow on the hilltops in winters.
 
Divided into two parts, Lower Sore and 
Upper Sore, the beautiful valley – dominated 
by the Abbasi and Satti castes who settled 
here before partition – has many natural but 
unknown picnic spots. 
 
Like many of the 230 villages in the scenic 
mountains of Kahuta Tehsil where the hills in 
the north reach an elevation of over 6,000 
feet, Sore has all the natural attributes for it 
to become a tourist attraction for nature 
lovers. 
 
But what Sore village  “comprising a 
population of over 4,000 and around 300 
houses in Panjar Union Council  “sorely 
needs is infrastructural facilities like 
approach roads, schools and health facilities. 
 
Not unlike many other villages in Kahuta 
Tehsil, 90 per cent of Sore`s population has a 
military background. The other major 
occupation of Sore residents is agriculture, 
mainly the growing of wheat. Many also rear 
cattle for milk. 
 
An old villager, Mohammad Sultan, 
complaining about the dilapidated condition 
of Sore road which was washed away by the 

monsoon rains, urges the government to 
build an all-weather access road for Sore. 
 
Another villager, Hassan Akhtar, who has 
migrated out of Sore, says that he dearly 
wanted to spend his old age in Sore after 
retiring from the army but the lack of basic 
facilities there forced him to leave the area. 
 
“I have seen the main Sore road broken since 
birth. It is my great wish to see it properly 
constructed once in my life,” he says, urging 
the authorities and the elected 
representatives to give the area its due 
attention. 
 
Hassan Akhtar has opted to live in the 
Rawalpindi city because he wanted his 
family to have proper education and health 
facilities. Fazal Karim Abbasi, a resident of 
the village, said Senator Babar Awan, 
Mehreen Anwar Raja (MNA) and 
Mohammad Shabbir Awan (MPA) from the 
PPP while Shahid Khaqan Abbasi (MNA) 
and Senator Raja Zafarul Haq from the PML-
N were from this constituency. 
 
Despite this the area`s problems are not even 
close to getting solved, he added while 
describing the state of affairs in his village. 
 
The lack of higher schooling facilities for girls 
is one main reason for many Sore natives to 
migrate to the cities where there is easy 
access to higher education for girls. 
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Sore has only a middle school for girls and 
one high school for boys. But even these 
institutions lack the proper facilities. For 
example, the boys` school lacks a science 
laboratory and the shortage of qualified staff 
is another major concern of parents. For 
transportation, Sore residents rely on four 
private jeeps which ply in the area. 
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Even worse is the dearth of health facilities in 
Sore. In case of any medical emergency, 
residents have to travel all the way to Kahuta 
city which takes four hours from Sore village. 
 
Another villager, Mohammad Akram 
Abbasi, says that two good developments in 

Sore after partition are the water 
supply scheme and the provision of 
electricity, the latter provided in the 
village during the last government. 
 
It is unfortunate that Kahuta Tehsil, 
a locality adjoining the Islamabad Capital 
Territory, should be thus neglected. If the 
proper attention is given to improvement of 
infrastructural facilities in Sore, not only will 
this benefit the native population but by 
turning the scenic valley into a tourist 
attraction, it could also improve the village`s 
economy. 

 
 

The other perspective 
The News, Islamabad, October 17, 2010 

 
By Hassnain Ghayoor 
If we fail to come up with a viable plan to 
reduce excessive level of salinity, we run the 
risk of losing mangrove forests altogether 
 
Flood is not always disastrous. It ruins, true, 
but it revives too. What follows is an attempt 
not to belittle the blow it has caused upon 
millions but to underline the role it has 
played in reviving the Manchar Lake and 
mangrove forests in deltaic districts of Sindh. 
 
Rich in bio-diversity, numerous fisheries' 
species and source of livelihood resources for 
millions, the Indus delta was under threat 
due to reduction in Indus discharge to the 
Arabian Sea. This reduction not only 
destroyed large cover of mangrove forests in 
the Deltaic districts of Thatta and Badin but 
also de-generated hundreds of water bodies 
associated with the Indus. What the recent 
flood has done at these places is to avert a 
disaster which was already there. 
 

It is after meeting Ghulam Mustafa Malah 
one gets to know gravity of the situation 
before the flood. A fisherman by occupation, 
Mustafa Malah is also president of 

fishermen's organisation of which there are 
1500 members. Formed in year 2000 the 
purpose of this organisation is to save the 
lake. The scenic Manchar Lake is one of the 
largest fresh water lakes in the country. The 
composition of flows during post Right Bank 
Outfall Drain (RBOD) years narrates the 
gradual unfolding of environmental disaster. 
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Since the construction of Right Bank Outfall 
Drain (RBOD) in the early 90s the salinity 
level in and around Manchar increased from 
4000 to 12000. "The RBOD brings with it 
untreated toxic effluents of industrial units 
along the Indus and falls in the lake due to 
which water is not drinkable nor it is fresh 
water lake anymore. It is contaminated for 
birds and plants and humans," said the 
president of fishermen's organisation. 
 
"Till 1995 we use to catch 3000 tons of fish 
annually which has been reduced to only 100 
tons a year. There used to come 65 types of 
migratory birds which have been reduced to 
only five to seven types now. This is all 
because of the increased salinity level in fresh 
water," Mustafa told and was visibly enraged 
over the spoil that lake has become. 
 
"Now, after the flood, the salinity level has 
decreased to less than 8000 and some of the 
birds have already started returning. There 
we see them." he added. 
 
Secondly, decreased flow in the Indus River 
is probably the most serious problem facing 
the mangroves of the Deltaic districts of 
Thatta and Badin which forms 7.4 percent of 
Sindh's population. According to a 2005 
study of environmental impact on deltaic 
regions of Sindh the average flows in Indus 
delta downstream Kotri Barrage generally 
exceeded 73 million-acre feet (MAF), which 
during the course of time, was reduced to 
less than 8.83 MAF till the year 2000. During 
extremely dry years of 2000-2003, it was only 
2 MAF and 1 MAF in 2001 which has been 
recorded as the lowest flow. 
 
The reduction in flows below Kotri during 
post-Tarbela Dam years tells the story of 
degeneration of deltaic regions. Despite the 
Water Accord 1991, which prescribed at least 
10 MAF water to flow below Kotri barrage to 
maintain fragile eco system of Indus Delta, 
we are no way near to maintaining it as is 

evident from average flows during 
the last few years. 
 
The average flows released below 
Kotri in the above-mentioned years 
hardly reached the mangroves, 
consequently threatening the deltaic 
communities of the Indus and the birds of 
mangroves. Besides that, because of the 
reduced discharge, the salinity level has 
increased and there is no way to stop the 
intruding sea which according to an estimate 
eats away 80 acres of land daily. Fresh-salt 
water balance is badly disturbed. Vast areas 
have been degraded due to the sea-water 
intrusion. Health experts say that 
malnutrition and contaminated water is the 
reason behind higher mortality ratio of 
children, mothers, and pregnant women. 
 
"The response of mangroves to the threat of 
sea-level rise depends on the balance 
between the rate of the rise and the rate of 
sedimentation or peat accumulation in the 
mangrove areas," writes Samina Khalil in her 
paper titled, The Economic Value of the 
Environment: Cases from South Asia. 
 
According to another study 'Forever Indus' 
carried out by WWF in 2004 the mangroves 
cover was reduced to 73001 ha in 2000 from 
about 228,812 ha in 1985. A large quantity of 
dense mangrove forests has been converted 
into a thin-cover and thinly covered islands 
and creeks have become bare. By 2004, there 
was less than one third of the mangrove area 
than that of registered in 1985. 
 
Then there comes the flood to minimise the 
impact of yet another disaster which was 
already there. The floodwaters which 
wrecked havoc in upper areas brought hope 
for those living in tail-end areas. Pakistan 
Fisherfolk Forum activists reportedly 
celebrated the arrival of water in Indus Delta 
by throwing rose petals into the river. It is 
said that the fishermen now are preparing 
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fishing nets and shepherds heading their 
herds towards grazing fields. 
 
The point here is that the disaster is not an 
intrinsic quality of the flood. It acquires this 
title or role only after interaction with the 
structures set up along its course. Secondly, 
this whole argument serves also to correct a 
common fallacy, particularly held by the 
people living upstream, that 'water we do not 
use go waste, therefore, Kalabagh dam must 
be built'. As is evident from the above 
paragraphs, this notion is grossly misleading 
and the point which the recent flood made 
more forcefully is not that 'Kalabagh dam 

should be built' but that a minimum 
level of discharge is always required 
to maintain the fragile ecosystems 
below Kotri. 
 
If we fail to come up with a viable 
plan to reduce the excessive level of salinity 
which has been caused by years of reduction 
in Indus discharge we run the risk of losing 
mangrove forests altogether. If we do not 
acknowledge the importance of 
'environmental flow' then water bodies 
associated with the Indus are likely to retreat 
or disappear and eventually millions of 
people would lose their livelihood resources. 

 
 

Guli Bagh needs urgent preservation 
Dawn, Islamabad, November 20, 2010 

 
By Nisar Ahmad Khan  
MANSEHRA, Nov 19: The 
historic architectural 
treasures in Guli Bagh, 
including the court building 
where Mughal rulers used 
to deliver verdicts, are in a 
state of disrepair and 
immediate steps are needed 
for their preservation.
 
“We are worried about the 
dilapidated condition of the 
ancient treasures of the 
Mughal era at Guli Bagh 
and have sought financial 
assistance from the Turkish 
government to preserve 
these traces of history,” 
Mohammad Safdar, chief 
archaeologist at the Hazara 
University, told Dawn on 
Friday. 
 
According to historical 
records, Babar Mirza, the 

grandson of Amir Taimur 
and cousin of Zaheeruddin 
Muhammad Babar, had 
advanced in the 15th 
century to the area known as 
Pakhli Sarkar, which is 
situated 20km north of 
Mansehra city at Guli 
Bagh.Babar Mirza who 
assumed the title of Sultan 
Shahabuddin Babar had 
built the fort Feroza at Guli 
Bagh. 
 
The fort Feroza and the 
court (pavilion) building 
located at Guli Bagh on the 
left bank of Siren River, are 
in bad condition. 
 
The fort and its adjoining 
areas were famous for 
beautiful scenery and 
flowers called `Guli Bagh`, 
surrounded by Talangi 
Hills. The fort is made of 

thin sliced bricks, a common 
feature of Mughal era 
construction. 
 
Dressed stone blocks of a 
very large size have been 
used at regular points from 
bottom to top at the corners 
of the building. The 
monument through the ages 
remained exposed to direct 
and constant pressure of 
rains, sun and wind. 
However, being close to the 
earthquake red zone, the 
monument experienced 
unprecedented destruction 
during October 8, 2005 
earthquake. 
 
Mr Safdar said that the 
Hazara University, which 
compiled a complete data of 
the ancient buildings and 
sites in Hazara, had sought 
the Turkish government`s 
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financial assistance to 
preserve the treasures of 
Guli Bagh, as the Turkish 
NGO was reconstructing 10 
academic blocks of the 
university destroyed in the 
earthquake. He said that 
Turkish ambassador Babur 
Hizlan recently visited the 

ancient monuments at Guli 
Bagh on the invitation of 
vice-chancellor Syed 
Sakhawat Shah and assured 
him that the Turkish 
government would consider 
the issue of financial 
assistance for the 

preservation of the 
architecture 
heritage. 
 
Mr Safdar said that 
if the monuments 
were not preserved, Guli 
Bagh would lose Mughal 
architecture. 

 
 

Park built to shape up women loses shape 
Dawn, Islamabad, October 24, 2010 

 
By Aamir Yasin  
RAWALPINDI, Oct 23: A 
park-cum-gym developed 
exclusively for women and 
children by the Rawalpindi 
Development Authority 
(RDA) in 2008 is in a 
shambles due to the 
agency`s lackadaisical 
attitude.
 
The Women Liaquat Park 
and Gym, opposite the 
Rawalpindi-Islamabad Press 
club and adjacent to RDA 
offices, was developed at a 
cost of Rs10 million – all 
from donations. 
 
The park, in which men are 
not allowed entry, was 
meant to provide a 
recreational facility to 
women and children of the 
surrounding densely 
populated localities. These 
include Raja Bazaar, Arya 
Mohallah, Gawalmandi, 
College Road and Chittian 
Hattian. 
But the facility has turned 
out to be a disappointment. 
 

The promised gym has not 
materialised because RDA 
failed to provide the 
necessary equipment for it. 
Benches and swings in the 
park are broken. So are most 
of the lights. Even those 
lights which are not broken 
are also not working. 
 
The only attraction for 
children in the park is a 20-
feet high statue of a 
dinosaur, which by itself is 
not much of a plaything. 
 
Residents of Arya Mohallah 
and College Road complain 
that women and children in 
the area have stopped going 
to the park due to its poor 
condition and broken 
swings. They are irked by 
the lack of a proper path for 
walking and jogging, and by 
the fact that even the flower 
beds have not been 
developed. 
 
“Earlier, there was another 
park in the area well-known 
for its roses and lawns,” 

says a resident of Liaquat 
Road, Mohammad Amir. 
“But during the expansion 
of Leh Nullah in 2002, RDA 
had demolished that park, 
some remains of which can 
still be seen.” 
 
In his opinion, RDA should 
have re-developed the 
original park instead of only 
a portion of it for women. 
 
A resident of College Road, 
Mrs Rehmat Malik, comes to 
Women Liaquat Park for 
evening strolls with her 
neighbours but her children 
cannot play there as the 
ground is uneven. 
 
She is unaware that RDA 
had originally planned to 
establish a gym in the park. 
While she agrees that the 
government should provide 
such facilities to women, she 
is not hopeful about a gym 
facility being eventually 
established in the park, the 
condition of which she 
describes as pathetic. 
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“Don`t you see the tall grass, 
weeds of all shapes and 
sizes, puddles of dirty water 
all around? In such 
circumstances, what is the 
use of this park,” exclaims 
another visitor at the park, 
Ms Faiza Taj. 
 
Ms Faiza does not even 
know which civic agency it 
is that she should register 
her complaint about the 

park`s condition. Whichever 
the agency, she thinks it has 
not taken the task of 
maintaining the park 
seriously. 
 
RDA Director-General 
Makeen Shahbaz confirms 
that his agency is 
responsible for the upkeep 
of the park. The park is an 
important recreational 
facility for women in the 
area, he reaffirms, adding 

that RDA has 
drawn up plans to 
improve its 
condition. 
 
RDA intends to 
seek help from donors to 
develop the gym for women 
in the park. According to 
DG Makeen, the agency will 
soon advertise in the 
newspapers inviting donors 
for the establishment of the 
gym. 

 
 

Nathiagali - Jewel in the wilderness 
of our land 

Dawn, Islamabad, October 25, 2010 
 
By Zehra Qadir 
If God intended to give a taste of His Heaven 
to erring mankind, He created ‘The Galyats’ 
in our blessed land. Within the Galyats He 
placed a priceless jewel known as Nathiagali 
– a small patch of Heaven bestowed on us. It 
is now entirely up to us to handle this gift of 
nature for the benefit of not only this 
generation but for posterity. 
 
To preserve this gift of nature requires effort 
and commitment. Thus was born the idea of 
a ‘Residents Committee’ to help guide the 
local administration and the locals of the area 
to preserve and develop it further for the 
future generations and not let this region ‘go 
the Murree way’. The residents decided to 
formalise the functioning of this committee 
by registering itself as a recognised body 
under the Societies Act. This NGO has been 
assigned the title of ‘Society for Sustainable 
Development’. As the name signifies the 
residents were looking at measures for 
introducing such programmes, which would 

have a long-term impact in the preservation 
and development of the region. The foremost 
item on this list which stood out was the 
protection of the environment. Thus the 
primary goal of the Society was to focus the 
attention of the concerned government 
departments and the local population to find 
ways and means to protect the environment 
in the Galyats. Without the support of the 
government no organisation can effectively 
implement any plans whatsoever. 
Fortunately the Society has received 
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unstinted support from all quarters to 
achieve its objectives. The Forest Department 
has extended its strong arm in taking action 
against tree cutting and destruction of the 
environment besides assisting in tree 
planting over the years. During the past 
decade large-scale tree plantation – 
particularly of Deodar has taken place in and 
around Nathiagali. The Wild Life 
Department of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government has done yeoman’s work in 
developing a natural habitat in the ‘Lala Zar’ 
area of Nathiagali.  
 
In order to be functional the Society initiated 
a quiet campaign for raising funds, the 
residents being the first target. The overall 
response has been generous. There after 
multi-nationals were requested to assist. 
Once again the response was very positive. 
Having built up a small fund, the Society laid 
down its priorities for developmental work 
in the following order; protection and 
development of the environment, education, 
and health.  
 
Investigations conducted in the surrounding 
suburbs of Nathiagali in 2007-2008 revealed 
that the lower reaches of the area were 
extremely suitable for growth of fruit. The 
Society selected Nimli Mehra village for 
experimental plantation of a variety of fruits. 
The local population willingly cooperated in 
the project. The Society provided the plants 
to the local area on the condition that they 
would look after these and tend to the needs 
during the growth period. 10,000 fruit 
saplings were planted in Nimli Mehra in 
February 2009. These plants included 
almonds, apples, apricots, cherries and 
plums. Inspection of the plants in July 2009 
indicated a very high percentage of survival 
and growth. Encouraged by this the Society 
arranged to plant additional 10,000 fruit 
saplings and 10,000 Keekar (Robinia) trees in 
the Nimli Mehra area during March 2010. 
This project has been financed by the 
Embassy of Finland.  

 
Education is the stepchild of our 
nation. We the people and 
successive governments have not 
owned this child to date. 
Undoubtedly the literacy level has 
considerably improved at the national level 
but education in its true sense remains a 
dream. The root cause for this state of affairs 
is the quality of teachers this nation is 
providing at all levels. This problem is 
unlikely to be resolved in the short term 
hence the nation will have to make do with 
what is available. Nathiagali has recently 
inaugurated a degree college for boys, and 
one high school each for boys and girls. 
These are the only two high schools in a 
radius of kilometres. The physical condition 
of the boys high school can simply be 
described as deplorable. The damage it 
suffered in the 2005 earthquake is yet to be 
repaired. The science lab in the school has 
never functioned. All these three schools 
have been adopted by the Society. However, 
work has been taken in hand in the two girls 
schools only due to financial constraints 
 
The Society has actively been involved in the 
rehabilitation of the Civil Hospital at 
Nathiagali after the 2005 earthquake. Having 
completed the structural repairs, all the beds 
were provided with complete sets of linen, 
blankets and mattresses. Sufficient funds 
were placed at the disposal of the medical 
officer for provision of life saving drugs in an 
emergency. Funds for installation of an 
additional transformer for the X-ray machine 
were arranged through the good offices of 
the Abbottabad DCO. Two ambulances are 
operational at subsidised rates for the use of 
the locals. A proposal is under consideration 
for introducing a mobile dispensary service 
in the Galyat. Beyond the social work the 
Society is actively involved with the GDA in 
evolving a traffic plan, development of 
additional water resources, controlling of 
unauthorised construction and provision of 
facilities for the tourists. It is a vibrant 
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organisation devoted to the preservation of 
this jewel. No one can hear the sound of the 
‘Last Post’ from as far as the Nanga Parbat – 

a sight visible on fine clear days 
from many locations in Nathiagali. 

 
 

The mangrove lifeline 
Dawn, Islamabad, December 05, 2010 

 
By Maryam Murtaza Sadriwala  
The mangroves are considered as nurseries 
for shrimps but declining very fast due to 
water pollution. - Photo by Tahir Jamal / 
White Star 
 
The saline sweep of the Arabian Sea coast 
entangles with the sweet rush of fresh water 
of the Indus at the delta and is home to the 
largest coastal mangrove forests in the arid 
region. A trip through these exotic forests 
along the coast of Sindh and Balochistan is a 
magical one.
 
The labyrinth of sturdy aerial roots emerging 
majestically from the wetlands like stationary 
stilts has a surreal aura and the plethora of 
marine and bird life which lives in these 
waters, including 100 identified species of 
fin-fish, crustaceans and a host of 80 species 
of birds, are a sight for any nature lover. 
These trees are not only an aesthetic asset but 
are high on biological productivity as they 
excrete organic matter providing nutrients 
for themselves as well as the animals in that 
habitat. 
 
The trees have a high salt tolerance and 
possess aerial roots to collect oxygen and are 
nature’s very own barriers to shoreline 
erosion, stabilising fine sediments and also 
playing a role in protecting us against storms 
and hurricanes. Not only do countless 
species of marine and land creatures depend 
on these waters for survival but all coastal 
villagers, directly and indirectly, earn their 
livelihood through the mangroves. 
 

Much of Pakistan’s fishing industry depends 
on fish found in these waters, the most 
noteworthy of which is shrimp, which are 
our main fisheries export. Pakistan had 345, 
000 hectares of mangrove forests but 
according to Tahir Qureshi, coastal 
ecosystem expert at the IUCN (International 
Union for Conservation of Nature), 
degradation of mangroves has occurred at a 
rate of six per cent annually over the past 13 
years. Forests were reduced to 263,000 
hectares in 1977, 158,500 hectares in 1990 and 
they shrunk to 80,000 hectares in 2002. 
 
A dearth of water, escalation in pollution, 
poor governance and poverty have combined 
to play a villainous role in the drastic 
decrease in mangrove forests. Rapid 
industrialisation, inappropriate discharge of 
industrial waste and sewage, rise in demand 
of fuel wood by villagers and urban citizens, 
over grazing and over exploitation of 
resources have steadily gnawed away at 
these coastal forests. 
 
Tanneries are perhaps the most vicious 
agents of the release of toxic waste and not 
very far behind are steel mills, refineries and 
power stations. Lead, zinc, copper, nickel, 
cadmium, mercury and cobalt contaminate 
the food chain by infesting these waters. Of 
the eight assorted species of mangroves 
which used to be found in our geographical 
region, only four survive today. 
 
But all do not choose to remain silent and 
turn a blind eye to this dwindling natural 
treasure. Agencies like the IUCN have 
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played an unfaltering role in conserving 
mangroves. Other agencies  include the 
WWF, federal and provincial forest 
departments, Pakistan Navy, National 
Institute of Oceanography, Indus Earth, 
SHEHRI, Pakistan Wetlands Programme and 
Karachi Port Trust. 
 
Experts say that coastal communities, being 
the main stakeholders, should be part of 
policy-making and the activities of re-
plantation of mangroves. Awareness has 
been fostered in the local community 
especially the coastal villagers regarding the 
significance of mangroves and they have 
been encouraged to take responsibility for 
conserving them. 
 
Mr Qureshi says that not only have the locals 
been trained to plant mangroves but have 
also been provided energy efficient stoves in 
order to discourage them from cutting 
mangroves for fuel wood. Honeybee rearing 
and shrimp farming have also been taught to 
these villagers as an alternative source of 
income as statistics show that 100,000 people 

used to take a total of 18,000 tonnes 
of fuel wood each year from the 
mangroves. 
 
Tahir Qureshi reveals that 30,000 
hectares of mangroves have been 
planted along the coastal areas. Balochistan, 
which boasted of three mangrove areas, now 
has 13 due to the breakthrough in mangrove 
plantation achieved successfully without 
disturbing the eco system. “Not only are we 
successfully replanting mangroves but also 
carrying out basic research and have 
published more than 40 technical reports 
which have been shared in several other 
mangrove-bearing regions like the Persian 
Gulf, the Red Sea area and South East Asian 
countries,” says Mr Qureshi. 
 
Mr Qureshi is eager to exploit the mangroves 
for the purpose of eco-tourism. Maybe a day 
will dawn soon which will see the 
mangroves being used in all its glory as a 
resource to attract tourists, and not be 
overlooked and overshadowed. 

 
 
English translation from Urdu News 
 

Kund National Park is open to tourists 
The park destroyed by floods is restored completely, lift is also 

functional 
Daily Aaj, Peshawar, October 03, 2010 

 
Jahangir (Aaj 
correspondent) Kund 
National Park situated on 
the junction of River Qabul 
and River Indus has been 
opened to the tourists. 
According to details, the 
beautiful Kund National 
Park situated on the junction 

of River Qabul and River 
Indus which was wiped out 
by floods. The floods caused 
the loss of 280 million 
rupees, 37 black dears, 7 
Para dears, 3 Chinkara 
dears, 18 white peacocks, 16 
blue peacocks, 4 black 
peacocks, 14 Pheasants and 

23 black bears were killed by 
floods. The restoration 
project started on August 10 
and was completed 
yesterday. Kund National 
Park is fully opened for 
tourists and the lift has been 
repaired and restored on 
war footings. 
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Three officers of CDA charge sheeted for 
allotting park’s plot for restaurant purpose 

One week is given to file the explanation; inquiry committee is 
directed to submit report to the chairman within 15 days 

Daily Jang, Rawalpindi, October 09, 2010 
 
Islamabad (Rana Ghulam 
Qadir, News reporter) 
Chairman CDA, Imtiaz 
Anayat Elahi has ordered a 
departmental inquiry in a 
case of allotment of 6,000 
square yard plot of Fatima 
Jinnah Park (F-9), Islamabad 
to a fast food restaurant. 
Disciplinary action will be 
taken against the CDA 
officers. The Supreme Court 
of Pakistan had declared 
that allotment unlawful and 
vague. Four DMG officers, 
Kamran Lashari, Kamran 
Qureshi, Sajjad Ahmed 
Bhutta and Dr Faisel Malik 

Awan are involved in the 
case; the establishment 
division is holding inquiry 
against those officers. The 
establishment division had 
directed CDA to hold 
inquiry against their officers. 
The sources told that CDA 
member environment 
Mazher Hussain, Dy DG 
environment Malik Aulia 
Khan and DFA to Zia ur 
Rehman Toor have been 
charge sheeted and directed 
to file the explanation within 
one week. Inquiry 
committee has been formed 
comprising Member 

administration, Shaukat 
Mohmind and Member 
Engineering Abdul Jabbar 
Milano. Chairman CDA, 
Imtiaz Inayat Elahi has been 
made authorised officer of 
member environment 
Mazher Hussain and 
member estate management 
S M Farooqi has been made 
authorised officer of Malik 
Aulia Khan and Zia ur 
Rehman. The inquiry 
committee is directed to 
submit its report within 15 
days. 

 
 

Corruption and irregularities exposed in 
Lahore Safari Park 

Daily Nawa-i-Waqt, Islamabad, October 21, 2010 
 
Lahore (Report Ashraf 
Chaudhary) Lahore Safari 
Park officials are playing 
with lives of precious rare 
animals by deceiving higher 
officials. Safari Park officials 
are feeding the costly tigers 
with frozen meat of sick 
animals; consequently, the 
tigers are suffering from 
different diseases. The Safari 
Park officials have also cut 
the bamboo trees around the 

park and sold out the 
bamboos illegally and did 
not deposit a single rupee in 
the treasury. During a 
survey of Lahore Safari Park 
it was revealed that the meat 
purchased by the 
administration was sub 
standard and rotten due to 
storage in the freezers; the 
animals did not eat that 
meat. One tiger of Safari 
Park sustained injury on his 

head, but no treatment is 
being given to that animal. 
The reason given by the 
administration was that they 
did not have any expert 
employee who could catch 
the tiger and apply medicine 
on the tiger’s head. The 
administration had mixed 
medicine in the lake to save 
the fish from germs and 
diseases, resultantly fish in 
large number died. One 
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employee of Safari Park on 
condition of anonymity said 
the incharge Safari Park had 
sold bamboos and received 
a large sum of money. The 
contract of canteen in park 
had expired in June 2010, 

despite the fact the contract 
was not renewed, the old 
contractor was running the 
canteen with the connivance 
of management and was 
selling the items on 
exorbitant rates. The swings 

in the park are 
broken and out of 
order and the 
hygienic condition 
is atrocious. 

 
  

An organised attempt to encroach and grab 
the Committee Chowk Park foiled 

An important personality of PML-N was involved, RDA sent force to 
take action. The authorities were informed through ‘SMS’ 

Daily Nawa-i-Waqt, Islamabad, October 23, 2010 
 
Rawalpindi (Asghar Shad) 
An attempt encroach upon 
the oldest Children Park 
beside Committee Chowk 
underpass was successfully 
foiled and to prevent any 
future assault, protective 
measures have been taken. 
The attempt not only 
resounds in the streets of 
Rawalpindi but Punjab 
Government is also 
informed. The informed 
sources say that 
unfortunately, an important 
personality of PML-N is 
involved, either he had been 
trapped or he had become 

victim of avarice. According 
to details, a commercial 
centre near Committee 
Chowk is facing severe 
problem of parking, due to 
that factor, the business has 
gone down. The owners of 
the plaza gave suggestions 
to that personality, that if 
the external wall of the 
Children Park should be 
demolished, they would get 
the best parking area. The 
process of demolition of that 
wall started through his 
backing, meanwhile the 
officials of RDA got the 
information and they 

immediately sent Police 
force and all the higher 
authorities were informed in 
detail by RDA higher 
officials through SMSes. The 
issue was echoing in all 
political and social circles. 
The public circles of the city 
expressed their disregard for 
the event. If the Children 
Park was allowed to be 
encroached upon just to 
favour someone, then what 
message will the people get 
out of that? Will the Punjab 
Government take notice? 

 

The only Lady’s Park of Haripur becomes den of loafers 
Park has no seating facility, the swings are in dilapidated condition, 

women avoid visiting the park 
Daily Shamal, Abbottabad, November 05, 2010 

 
Haripur (Special crime 
reporter) The only Lady’s 
Park of district Haripur, 
which has only the name as 
Lady’s Park as no woman 

has ever been seen there. 
The main reason for not 
visiting the park is heaps of 
trash and refuse, constant 
presence of addicts, loafers 

and small-time criminals. 
The details show that Lady’s 
Park situated behind 
Women and Children 
Hospital was constructed for 
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the recreation of ladies and 
children, but the condition 
of park is not at all suitable 
for recreation. The swings 
are broken, heaps of trash 
and refuse can be seen all 
over due to the absence of 
gardener. The absence of 
guard in the park 
encourages the vagabonds 

and drug addicts of the area 
to roam around. This is the 
only place of recreation for 
the women and children. 
The higher officials are well-
informed about the 
horrendous condition of that 
park, but no one as yet has 
attended to the situation. 
The public and social circles 

of Haripur have 
demanded the 
TMO Haripur and 
other concerned 
officers to 
rehabilitate the 
park to provide recreation to 
women and children of the 
area. 

 
 

The government should protect the gardens of 
Mughal era instead of razing them: High Court 

The gardens should be restored to their original shape, remarks Chief 
Justice Ejaz Afzal Khan 

Daily Aaj Peshawar, November 11, 2010 
 
Peshawar (News reporter) 
Honourable Chief Justice 
Peshawar High Court has 
said that instead of making 
new constructions in the 
gardens of Mughal period, 
they should protect them to 
bring them back to their 
original structure; these 
were the remarks of 
Honourable Chief Justice 
Ejaz Afzal Khan given 
yesterday in the hearing of 

petition filed by one Shakeel 
Waheedullah.  The two 
member bench comprised 
the Chief justice and Justice 
Sirdar Shaukat Hayat. It was 
argued in the petition that 
Peshawar’s historical 
gardens had been 
devastated, news 
construction had been going 
on to gradually deface their 
original structure, it’s 
requested the original 

structure of the gardens be 
restored. On that, the 
Additional Advocate 
General told the Court that 
the government had devised 
plans to restore the gardens 
to their original plans, the 
Honourable Bench 
adjourned the hearing of 
petition till November 30 
and ordered to present 
governments plans in the 
court. 

 

Historical Jinnah Park turned into ruins, the 
exploiters construct taxi stands 

Old and Jinnah Park of historic importance becomes abode of drug 
addicts instead of place of recreation 

Daily Aaj Peshawar, November 15, 2010 
 
Peshawar (Ahsan Awan) Kingham Park 
which is now Jinnah Park is one of historical 
gardens of provincial capital Peshawar has 
fell victim to the insensitive negligence of the 
administration. It has last its grandeur and 

has become safe haven for addicts and 
criminals, whereas the opportunists have 
converted that beautiful park of historic 
importance into a taxi stand and the garden 
has become pile of debris. If the government 
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does not act in time, the history of this park 
will be buried to oblivion. Daily Aaj initiated 
a ‘survey’ for that matter, it was known that 
before independence, the then Deputy 
Commissioner, Sir Kingham constructed the 
park on his name in the centre of city, the 
most famous footballers played matches in 
the park from independence to 1960, people 
from far and near used to come to watch 
those matches. After independence, its name 
was changed into Jinnah Park by the 
municipal committee. Jinnah Park is the 
property of Cantonment Board which was 
leased out to Municipal Corporation and 
present Town One in 1940. The lease was 
expired in 1970; the management of Town 
One gain took the park on lease 1982 for 33 
years, which will expire in 2012. There were 
dozens of gardeners to take care of the park, 
who tended to the plants and flowers, but 
now due to the negligence of management, 
the beauty of this elegant park is tarnished, 

gradually the park is turning into 
ruins. The glaring example is the 
decision of Town One management 
to convert that park into taxi stand. 
The insensitive exploiters gave it on 
contract, the contractor deposit 
rupees 500 to 1000 daily into the treasury, but 
in violation to the contract, cars, motorcycles, 
rickshaws and other vehicles are parked in 
the park, resultantly the park has become 
pile dust and debris. It is important to note 
that personalities of high statures like 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Khan Abdul Wali Khan, 
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto, senior politician, 
Nawabzada Nasrullah Khan, Abdul Qayyum 
Khan, Hayat Muhammad Khan Sherpao and 
many other political personalities have 
addressed public gatherings, our ancestors 
say that Pakistani flag was hoisted in 
Kingham Park after independence so the 
name was changed into Jinnah Park. 

 

One family of Peshawar served the gardens for 38 years 
Daily Aaj Peshawar, November 15, 2010 

 
Peshawar (General reporter) 
There is family in Peshawar 
which for 38 years worked 
very hard to tend the 
gardens, their services are 
remembered till today. A 

resident of Aasia Gate, late 
Nazeer Ahmed served 
historical gardens including 
Jinnah Park from years 1970 
to 1990 and strived hard to 
make the city, the city of 

flowers. After him, his son 
Sohail Nazeer was Garden 
Superintendent in 1995, now 
he is serving as admin 
officer in Town One. 

 

A land mafia is active to construct a Shopping 
mall on the site of Jinnah Park 

The park area is between 45 to 51 kanals, previously it was part of 
Shalimar Gardens 

Daily Aaj Peshawar, November 15, 2010 
 
Peshawar (General reporter) 
One mafia comprising 
government servants of 
Peshawar is quite active to 
demolish Jinnah Park and 
construct a shopping plaza 

on that site. According to 
sources the area of Jinnah 
park is between 45 to 51 
kanals and was part of 
Shalimar Gardens. One side 
of park has been converted 

in parking area and now this 
mafia is planning to erect 
commercial centre on the 
other end. That mafia has 
tried many a times before 
but hasn’t succeeded yet. 
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General Fazl Haq in 1984, bulldozed the shops 
constructed inside the park 

Daily Aaj Peshawar, November 15, 2010 
 

 
Peshawar (General reporter) 
In 1984, the incumbent 
Governor, Fazl Haq 
demolished the shops 
constructed in Jinnah Park 
to enhance its area for 

recreation purpose, but 
again, the encroachments 
appeared with the 
collaboration of present 
administration. The 
encroachers pay sweetener 

to the management on daily 
basis. The sources reveal 
that rupees 20 per vendor 
and push carts and rupees 
50 to 100 are extorted from 
shopkeepers on daily basis. 

 
 

The local government system played an important 
role in the destruction of gardens 

The gardeners work in the officers’ residences, more attention was at the 
time of corporations 

Daily Aaj Peshawar, November 15, 2010 
 
Peshawar (General reporter) 
At the times of municipal 
corporations, the historical 
Jinnah park had Gardeners 
and watchmen for round the 
clock, the park used to be 
illuminated with fancy 
lights, people used to come 
in large number to visit the 
park, after the local 
governments plan of 2001, 
the historical gardens 

became ruins. Currently 
there is almost no gardener 
to take care of Jinnah Park, if 
there are any gardeners, 
they serve at other spots. 
Malik Saad Shaheed fixed 
light worth millions of 
rupees, majority of those 
lights was stolen and the 
remaining lights have 
become worthless due to the 
lack of interest of 

management. It may 
reminds you that the local 
government system has 
played effectual role in 
destroying the gardens, 
Jinnah Park was converted 
into taxi stand, Shahi Bagh 
into funland and the Chicha 
Younis Park into Family 
Park. 

 
 

Kund Park is reduced to ruins; Thousands of 
visitors return disappointed 

There is dust and slush after the floods, the government should take notice: 
Younis Mohmind 

Daily Mashriq Peshawar, November 24, 2010 
 
Peshawar (News reporter) 
The Chairman Mohmind 

Loya Jirga Malakand, 
Younis Mohmind has 

demanded chief minister 
KPK and other higher 
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officials to take immediate 
notice of dilapidated 
condition of Kund Park. He 
said in a statement that 
Kund Park was severely 
damaged by recent floods 
and had become ruins. The 
recent floods caused great 

damage to Nowshehra, 
Charsadda, Malakand 
Division, the rehabilitation 
work is in progress, but the 
park constructed on Kund 
which was washed away by 
floods and only plain 
ground was visible. Many 

months have 
passed but no 
restoration work 
has been started, 
thousands of 
tourists coming to 
visit the park are returning 
disheartened. 

 
 

Byan 

Peshawar’s Shahi Garden 
Daily Aaj Peshawar, December 11, 2010 

 
By Sabih Ahmed 
This is not the reason that I am a teacher in 
an educational institution adjacent to the 
Shahi Bagh, so I cosider the said garden as 
nuisance to my institution, but this garden is 
not that garden which has been praised by 
Imran Rasheed in his book “Baghat-e-
Peshawar” (Gardens of Peshawar) by naming 
the governors of the province. 
 
I took that book for reference before writing 
this column, searched for some solid 
argument, but after deep study, I could not 
find except the grief in the memory of 
different gardens of Peshawar. This is an 
authentic book regarding the gardens of 
Peshawar. Shahi Bagh is not that garden 
what it used to be. Where the other garden 
are the target of insensitivity of government, 
this garden is especially the more 
unfortunate, because there is no trace of 
greenery left in the garden. In this garden, 
the branches and shoots of trees loaded with 
flowers intermingled when wind blew, now 
we see dusty winds. I shall not travel into 
history like Imran Rasheed, I’ll recall my 
childhood days. We used to live more in the 
garden and less at our homes. One group 
used to play hockey in one corner and other 
played cricket at other end. We used to chase 
ball in the garden. Now the days are 
changed. Now there are different aims for 

our friends. We are chasing those targets. 
Anyway, coming back to the point I left.  
 
One day when I had to visit my friend in 
Zaheerabad, the garden was the short cut, so 
I wore my new sandals and entered the 
garden and suddenly I wanted to take a ‘U’ 
turn after seeing the path ahead full of dust, 
but then on the way back, the path was full 
of the dust, so I decided to go forward. It was 
a chance that I wore new sandals on that very 
day on the insistence of my family, the ladies 
of the house announced in the morning that I 
would wear those new sandals. I tried to 
evade those orders because my old sandals 
were good enough for me. I am not fond of 
ostentatiousness. But the orders were to be 
obeyed, if I would wear something shabby, 
that would have affected my family’s 
honour, so I wore those sandals, but I didn’t 
know what was there for me in the garden. I 
was feeling pity for the women at home what 
they would feel when I’ll be back home with 
my dirty sandals. The dusty ground of 
garden was apparently waiting for me.  
 
I recalled my father’s friend who was a 
gardener in that garden. One day I was about 
to pluck flower from this garden, (I was 
innocent child and did not know that flowers 
look beautiful on the plants, if we pluck the 
flower and put it on our coat collar, it will be 



SDPI
Sustainable   Development   Policy   Institute  

 

 
Pakistan Forest Digest 78 Vol. 1, No. 3, October – December, 2010 
 

selfishness. I realised that when someone 
snatched the flowers of my heart, I lost my 
love but learn the art of poetry, —not a bad 
deal) suddenly the gardener clasped my 
hand; I was a small child and could not 
understand the gardener’s intention. I 
thought that the misdemeanour and said, 
“Are you not my father’s friend?” He said, 
“Yes I am but I am the gardener of this 
garden and that you do not know.” Now 
after a long time I have come to know that if 
the protectors of gardens make alliance with 
the flower-pluckers, the garden will be 
finished, even if it is real garden or a spiritual 
one. Now the gardeners of that Shahi Bagh 

are no more there, they are sleeping 
in their marble cemeteries with the 
plaques engraved with their names. 
If we do not tend to the gardens, 
will the British come back to 
rejuvenate the gardens and 
greenery. This garden is an empty stretch 
without any flower or greenery. I request the 
gardeners of this garden to come forward 
and plan to nourish plants and flowers, lest 
the pilotless plane land and the robots do 
that role of decorating the garden and it will 
be too late to bring back the day of August 
14. 

 
 

A threat to demonstrate against the auction 
of trees of National Park Kund 

There is land dispute with KPK (then NWFP) tourism department since 
1992, the case is in court; the auction of trees is not lawful: Residents of 

Chakki Kund 
If any step is taken to auction the trees, we shall take direct action 

Daily Aaj, Peshawar, December 28, 2010 
 
Jahangeera (Aaj reporter) 
The residents of Chakki 
Kund have given ultimatum 
of protest call if the KPK 
tourism auctions the trees of 
National Park Kund. 
According to details, the 
residents of Cahkki Kund 
have strongly protested 
against the intentions of 

KPK tourism to auction the 
trees of National Park Kund, 
they further said that they 
have a land dispute with 
tourism department and the 
case is in court. “The land 
belongs to us, so permission 
will not be given to auction 
the trees of National Park 
Kund” They added. The 

residents also said that the 
case is in court so the 
auction of trees will be 
contempt of court. They 
warned that if there was any 
bid to auction the trees, 
every step would be taken to 
stop that. 
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Old, pressed flowers give climate clues 
The Business Recorder, October 11, 2010 

 
OSLO: Flowers picked up to 150 years ago in 
Victorian England show that old collections 
of pressed plants around the world can help 
the study of climate change, scientists said. 
 
Ecologists compared samples of early spider 
orchids, held in collections with notes 
showing the exact day in spring when they 
were picked in southern England from 1848-
1958, and dates when the same flower 
blossomed in the wild from 1975-2006. 
 
"Warmer years were associated with earlier 
flowering. In both cases flowering was 
advanced by about six days per 1 degree 
Celsius (1.8 Fahrenheit) rise in average 
spring temperature," they wrote in the 
Journal of Ecology after cross-checking with 
local temperature records. 
 
The match between higher temperatures and 
quicker flowering for both old and modern 
orchids showed for the first time that 
botanical collections could be a reliable 
source to study climate, even if temperature 
records were lacking, they said. 
 
Vast numbers of specimens of plants and 
animals are in collections around the world, 

some of them dating back 250 years and long 
before there were reliable temperature 
records in many nations. 
 
"It potentially opens up new uses for 
specimens - this could provide us with long-
term data about climate," said Anthony 
Davy, a professor at the University of East 
Anglia who was a co-author of the study led 
by colleague Karen Robbirt. 
 
The UN panel of climate scientists said in a 
2007 report that average world temperatures 
rose 0.7 degree Celsius (1.3 F) over the 19th 
century, mainly in recent decades due to a 
build-up of greenhouse gases from burning 
fossil fuels. 
 
Tree rings are among biological indicators of 
climate in past centuries, caused by natural 
swings. Manmade global warming is very 
likely to be the dominant cause of warming 
in the past half-century, according to the UN 
panel. 
 
The 77 pressed orchids, picked when in full 
bloom, had meticulous records of dates and 
sites. Early spider orchids have greenish 

 
Miscellaneous 
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petals and a purple-brown part which looks 
like the back of a spider. 
 
Davy told Reuters that spring temperatures 
were the main factor determining flowering 
times for orchids - rather than the length of 
daylight or the changing availability of 
nutrients. 

 
He said one issue for future study 
was whether climate change might 
bring a mismatch between the 
appearance of flowers and insects 
vital for their pollination. Bees, for 
instance, might not be around when fruit 
trees are in bloom.-Reuters 

 
 

Opportunity to discover culture of Kalash Vally 

Nomad screens documentary 
on Chitral 

The Nation, November 23, 2010 
 
By Munir Ahmed 
ISLAMABAD – “Come to Kalash not to 
enjoy alone, but to respect their culture and 
let them live in their ancient way”, 
Athanasios   Lerounis, the Chief of a Greek 
NGO named ‘Greek Volunteers’, urged the 
visitors to the Kalash valleys in a 
documentary ‘Rediscovering Greater 
Chitral’. 
 
Produced by the founder and Director of 
National Gallery, Nageen Hyat, in 
collaboration with PTV, the documentary 
was screened here at the Nomad Art Gallery 
for a select gathering of locals and diplomats. 
It has already been screened on some 
occasions domestically and internationally. 
 
Kalash is the fast diminishing culture that 
dates back to 5000 BC, and the documentary 
has intended to capture the facts about the 
rare culture and its significance in terms of 
diversity of cultures in the country. 
 
The documentary highlights the factors 
causing damages to Kalash culture could be 
otherwise harnessed for the tourism 
promotion. 
 

Different missionaries are trying to convert 
the Kalash people into their respective 
religions. Among them are on top the Islamic 
and Christian ones. 
 
On the other hand, the government has no 
priority to conserve the culture that is 
breathing last in the ‘open museum’. Most of 
the traditions have been changed to the 
contemporary ones and the rest are on the 
verge of collapse. 
 
The documentary showcases efforts done by 
the Greek Volunteers and other foreign 
NGOs in collaboration with the locals. But 
the insufficient efforts also need the shoulder 
of the Government departments, the federal 
and the provincial ones, to conserve the 
centuries old culture. 
 
It is not the duty of the NGOs alone to take 
care everything related to Kalash Valley, 
especially the Greek Volunteers or the 
Embassy of Greek, to support the 
infrastructure , education, health and the 
livelihood of the locals in Kalash. It may be 
worth mentioning here that Greek NGO, 
‘Greek Volunteers’ is working for the uplift 
and betterment of the people of Kalash for 
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the last about 15 years and have constructed 
many facilities for the locals. 
 
The founder of the Greek NGO, Athanasios 
Lerounis, had been kidnapped but released 
after the intense efforts of the Governments 
of Pakistan. He is also featured in the 
documentary. 
 
A teacher at a technical school in Athens and 
member of the GVs, he started work on the 
museum in 1995 before he joined the NGO. 
His love for Chitral began when he was a 
tourist and he began working individually to 
help the people after he realized their needs. 

The NGO has constructed schools, 
Bashalli (maternity home), water 
tanks and hospitals and provides 
free medical treatment to the valley 
residents. 
 
The construction of Kalashadur was 
completed in 2004 with assistance of its main 
sponsor the Hellenic Aid of the Greek MFA. 
The main aim of Kalashadur, he said was to 
support the unique Kalash tradition and 
improve education, health and living 
standards of the people in the three Kalash 
Valleys. 

 
 

Alarming pollution in Islamabad 
Dawn, Islamabad, October 25, 2010 

 
ISLAMABAD, Oct 24: 
Pollution has increased 
alarmingly in the federal 
capital as there has been 
mushroom growth of 
informal dumping sites in 
the city. 
 
In a survey conducted by 
this agency, citizens said 
cutting off trees, improper 
garbage disposal, bad 
sewerage system, and 
constructions of roads were 
the main factors causing 
environment pollution. 
 
The residents said there was 
no proper system of solid 
waste treatment and open 
drains run through the city, 

emitting bad odour. They 
added that open drains 
overflow during rains. 
 
The Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) has 
identified 75 places where 
people throw garbage, but 
there are countless other 
such informal sites in the 
city. Multiple development 
projects, widening of roads 
and construction of 
underpasses are carried out 
at the cost of trees, which 
result in concentration of 
harmful gases in the air. 
 
A citizen, Naveed said more 
roads and more driving 
lanes may help alleviate the 

traffic problems in the 
capital city but this would 
only add to pollution. The 
citizens called for 
introducing an 
environment-friendly public 
transport to reduce number 
of cars on roads, saying it 
would reduce air pollution. 
 
According to CDA 
spokesman Ramzan Sajid, 
the authority planted more 
than 1.5 million trees in the 
city during the last two 
years. He said the CDA was 
also making serious efforts 
to eliminate pollution by 
laying better sewerage 
system and taking other 
necessary steps.—APP 
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Miracle leaf 

Dengue-hit masses turn towards herbal remedies for cure 
The News, Islamabad, November 17, 2010 

 
By Shahzada Irfan Ahmed 
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With no let up in dengue 
spread across the country, 
people are extremely 
worried and looking for 
remedies of all types. Many 
government and private 
hospitals are full to the 
capacity with dengue 
patients, diverting many to 
hakeems, homoeopaths and 
ayurvedics for cure. 
 
The declaration by 
physicians that there is no 
cure for dengue which like 
other viral diseases 
completes its cycle gives 
people all the reason to try 
out other options. The most 
popular of these are the use 
of papaya (papeeta) leaf 
extract, honey mixed in 
lukewarm water and a few 
drops of lemon juice mixed 
with apple juice. 
 
These potions, according to 
the propounders of these 
remedies, taken after 
frequent intervals help 
increase the number of 
platelets and rehydrate the 
patient's body. Though the 
results have not been 
endorsed so far by any 
medical research authority, 
the number of people 
having faith in these 

medicines is constantly on 
the rise. 
 
Qasim Butt, a shopkeeper in 
Moon Market, Iqbal Town, 
is one former dengue patient 
who is dead sure he was 
cured by the intake of 
papaya leaf extract. He tells 
TNS his platelet count level 
had plummeted due to 
dengue and there was no 
reversal despite taking all 
the precautionary measures. 
He says he was suggested 
by his maternal aunt to 
consume papaya leaf 
extract. "The day I started 
taking it I was on the road to 
recovery," he adds. 
 
He says the extract should 
be taken raw without 
adding water or any flavour 
to it. The fruit brought into 
Punjab, mostly from the 
coastal areas of Sindh, is not 
in as much demand as its 
leaves are, he adds. Papaya 
is also grown in some parts 
of Southern Punjab but on a 
very limited scale. 
 
Hakeem Babar Ali, a 
qualified tibb practitioner 
tells TNS that papaya has 
miraculous healing powers 
and cures many diseases. 
For example, he says 
propane enzyme found in 

this fruit is an excellent 
remedy for digestive orders, 
constipation and diabetes 
related complications. Babar 
adds papaya leaves are also 
used to make meat tender. 
Women in South Asia have 
considered green papaya to 
be a contraceptive for ages, 
he adds. 
 
On its effectiveness in cases 
of dengue fever, he says 
papaya leaves contain multi-
vitamins and increase the 
number of white blood cells. 
He tells TNS this remedy 
has been tested and proven 
for long in countries like 
Philippines and Thailand. 
"Therefore, it is wrong to say 
it's just a myth that papaya 
leaves extract cures dengue." 
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Babar says there are many 
diseases which have no 
permanent cure in allopathy 
and patients suffering from 
these get relief from 
homoeopaths, hakeems etc. 
For example, he says 
Hepatitis B, which is a form 
of viral jaundice, is cured by 
Hakeems within seven days. 
Similarly, kidney stone can 
be crushed in days and 
sciatica pain is cured by 
homoeopaths 
instantaneously. "There is no 
scientific research that backs 
these remedies but the 
results are always ensured, 
he adds. 
 
He says our religion says 
honey is cure for every 
disease and that's why 
people are opting for it. 
Apple juice mixed with 
lemon is also beneficial as it 

hydrates body. That's why 
doctors ask dengue patients 
to consume as much fluids 
as they can. 
 
Dr Mujahid, a Lahore-based 
family physician tells TNS 
that it's a very dangerous 
trend among patients and 
their family members that 
they do not consult a 
physician and start self 
medication. He says natural 
remedies have always been 
there but they should be 
used as supplementary 
medicine. Not visiting a 
medical practitioner at all in 
such cases can be fatal, he 
adds. 
 
About the healing powers of 
papaya leaves, he says 
nothing can be said with 
certainty as they have not 
been tested in clinical 

laboratories. 
However, he adds, 
he knows many 
patients who told 
him they had 
benefited a lot from 
this remedy. "I am not sure 
whether it was the leaves 
extract that cured them or 
the symptoms were 
removed due to the immune 
system fighting back," he 
says. 
 
A dengue patient is 
automatically cured on the 
completion of a cycle 
spanning over a couple of 
days provided he follows 
the advice of the doctor, he 
says. Therefore, one cannot 
attribute the recovery to 
papaya leaves without any 
scientific evidence, Mujahid 
concludes. 

 
 

Joy of Lakeview Park now comes 
with a cost 

Dawn, Islamabad, November 20, 2010 
 
By Kalbe Ali  
ISLAMABAD, Nov 19: As the `Lakeview 
Park` witnessed the largest number of 
visitors during the Eid days, its management 
imposed Rs10 per person entry fee to meet 
the rising maintenance cost.
 
Thousands of merrymakers, including 
families and groups of youngsters, belonging 
to the twin cities and surrounding areas 
thronged the limited public places in 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad and according to 
official estimates over 40,000 individuals 

visited Lakeview Park daily on Thursday 
and Friday. 
 
The Rs10 entry fee is apart from the parking 
fee and its imposition invited mixed reaction 
from the visitors. 
 
“This is undue commercialisation and 
exploitation of public property,” said Raja 
Wasim, who had come to the park along with 
his friends from Shamsabad in Rawalpindi. 
“We come here to enjoy the natural 
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environment and barbecue but this new fee 
cost us Rs100 extra.” 
 
Most of those who came with families were 
satisfied with the services and were seen 
eagerly paying the entry fee. 
 
“We prefer to cook and barbecue on the 
occasion of Eidul Azha while it is safe here 
with the needed public facilities especially 
accompanied with children,” said Binte 
Zehra, a resident of Islamabad, “But 
compared to last Eid, we witnessed shortage 
of drinking water and lack of cleanliness in 
the washrooms,” she added. 
 
The park management defended the decision 
to impose the entry fee saying high number 
of visitors was taking its toll on the resources. 
“The decision has been taken to meet the 
rising maintenance cost which includes 
repairs of infrastructure and electrical 
appliances including lights and water 
motors,” said Malik Idris, manager of the 
park. 
 
With its spacious location at the shores of 
Rawal Dam, Lakeview Park has started 
attracting more visitors than other public 
parks and picnic spots in the twin cities. 
 
“Traditionally, we used to go to Ayub Park 
and Nawaz Sharif Park but now both the 
places seem too crowded and there is little 
for enjoyment,” said Ms Zehra. 
 
There are also other attractions in the federal 
capital including Japanese Park, the zoo and 
the whole track up to Pir Sohawa. However, 
Lakeview Park has all the facilities available 
at one spot, making it the most attractive 
place for visitors. 
 
The management said the massive attraction 
had increased the cost to maintain the park 
spread over 100 acres. 
 

“The 85 gardeners along with 60 
guards are on security duty in the 
park,” said Director Parks Asim 
Majeed. He said the full strength of 
85 sanitary workers was on duty in 
two shifts to maintain cleanliness in 
the park. 
 
The park is cleaned twice a day – once in the 
morning to clear the natural wastages like 
fallen leaves and the second at 10pm after the 
closure. 
 
“Besides, we have regular cleaning during 
the day to empty the garbage bins,” said 
Majeed. TAXILA: 
 
Recreational places in Taxila, Wah 
Cantonment, Hassanabdal and adjourning 
areas witnessed unusual rush of visitors 
during the Eid days. 
 
The Khanpur dam, Taxila Museum, Wah 
Garden, Lala Rukh tomb and other ancient 
sites were the places which attracted most of 
the visitors. 
 
Many families had brought appliances to 
prepare food but there were still a large 
number of people who enjoyed burgers and 
sandwiches. Not only local people but also 
travelers on GT Road also visited the parks. 
 
According to official figures, over 1,000 
people visited Taxila Museum, over 700 Wah 
Garden, 600 Sher Shah Suri Park and over 
300 visited Lala Rukh tomb. Similarly, over 
1,000 people thronged the Khanpur Dam. 
CHAKWAL: 
 
Hundreds of picnickers thronged the eye-
catching valley of Kalar Kahar during the Eid 
holidays. 
 
The valley has many captivating sites like a 
lake, hills, Takht-i-Babri, a garden and the 
shrine of a saint. 
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“We visit this valley on every Eid as it gives 
us a lot of pleasure and recreation,” said 
Safdar Abbas. 
 
Shopkeepers, boat operators and camel 
owners make the most of Eid as they earn a 
lot during Eid holidays. “Throughout the 
year, we hardly earn our bread and butter 
but during Eid holidays we earn a handsome 

amount of money,” said Arshad, a 
fast-food owner. The visitors said 
the government was not paying 
appropriate attention towards this 
hilly resort. “The authorities should 
upgrade the valley to the maximum 
level,” Akhtar Abbas, a visitor said. 

 
 
 
 

English translation from Urdu News 
 
 

A workshop held to upgrade forest institute 
to Degree awarding institution 

The institute has published more than two thousand research studies and more than 
one thousand research theses, Federal Minister, Hameedullah Jan was the Chief 

Guest 
Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, November 27, 2010 

 
Peshawar (Campus 
reporter) A one day national 
workshop was held 
yesterday to convert 
Pakistan Forest Institute to 
degree awarding institution. 
The chief guest was Federal 
Minister for Environment, 
Hameedullah Jan Afridi. 
Additional Secretary 
Environment, Islamabad, 
Kamran Ali Qureshi, 
inspector General Forest, 
Syed Mehmood Nisar, Joint 
Secretary A&C Islamabad, 

Iftikhar Raheem and all the 
chief conservative officers of 
the country including DG 
PFI, teaching staff and 
others were present at the 
occasion. The chief guest 
was briefed in detail about 
the performance of Pakistan 
Forest Institute. On that 
occasion, during the 
presentation, the speakers 
informed the federal 
minister that in a very short 
time, the institution had 
published more than two 

thousand research studies 
and more than one thousand 
research theses. Whereas 
about 1015 MS graduates 
and 1400 BS graduates have 
been, which is no doubt in 
the best performance of the 
institution. The federal 
Minister assured the all the 
participants that maximum 
efforts will be made to 
upgrade the institute, a 
degree warding institute. 
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Malam Jabba forest gets 
honeyed snowfall 

• The local people collected snow balls which tasted like 
honey 

• No signs of rain or snowfall in Swat, says metrological department 
Daily Mashriq, Peshawar, December 21, 2010 

 
Mengora (Bureau report) A forest of Malam 
Jabba in Swat received honeyed snowfall, 
according local people, despite clear sky, 
Malam Jabba forest experienced previous 
night snowfall similar to thunder storm 
which continued for some time. When people 
went into the forest, they honeyed snow on 
trees and ground, they started collecting the 
‘honey’. The residents of Malam Jabba, 
Azizullah and Qazi Shabeer told that they 
collected the honey like snow that exactly 
tasted like honey, some people prepared 
sherbet from that which also tasted like 
honey sherbet. They said there was honeyed 
snowfall a few years back which was named 

by local people as ‘Shakra”. The people of the 
area are surprised how did that snowfall 
happened as the sky was clear. The 
provincial director KPK metrological 
department had said that there was no 
chance of rain or snowfall or the minute 
chances of clouds. He claimed to be unaware 
of such snowfall. A famous religious scholar, 
Qazi Obaidullah commented on that 
snowfall in Malam Jabba, he said that there 
are so many examples in Islam. He told that 
in the Holy Quran there are similar stories. 
God sent food to the followers of Moses (AS) 
which was called “Mano Salwa” which had 
white shade and tasted like honey. 
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