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MESSAGE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Scanning through the policy influencing, public awareness and research work 
undertaken by the diverse and committed SDPI team across various themes during 
the year 2014, I felt great that SDPI with its 22 years’ track record has proved its 
relevance and credibility to the objective conditions of the country as an independent 
think tank. SDPI, over the recent years, has established itself as ‘policy voice’ of the 
people as dividend of its endeavours to bridge research-policy gap. It has provided 
a platform through its ‘seminars’ and ‘thematic sessions’ to policy makers, experts 
and representatives of various stakeholders to understand each other’s positions. 
This anchoring role has added another feather in the cap of SDPI.

I am pleased to share that SDPI’s professional recognition has led it to represent at the highest policy 
making forums in the country, South Asia region and at global level. At national level, SDPI is serving 
on “Planning Commission’s National Advisory Committee” since 2013. It got appointed on “National 
Economic Advisory Council”, “Ministry of Finance’s Task Force on Strengthening Social Safety Nets”, 
and “GoP-USAID’s National Advisory and Research Advisory Committees of Pakistan Strategic Support 
Program”. 

SDPI’s researches, researchers and policy experts are widely quoted in Pakistani and global media, 
as well as in research publications, which is a big success of our policy outreach and research uptake 
strategy. In 2014, prestigious English monthly magazineHerald, a publication of Dawn media group, 
published SDPI’s flagship political perception survey ‘political barometer’ as a special edition of the 
magazine, for the second season.

At regional level, SDPI was elected as co-chair, for the second consecutive term, of 120+ members’ 
Climate Action Network South Asia (CANSA) in recognition of its work on climate change. At global 
level, in 2014, SDPI became first and the only civil society think tank from Pakistan that was awarded 
a ‘CSO Observer status’ at IMF and the World Bank by the Bretton Woods System. Whereas, winning 
the 2nd round of prestigious Think-tank initiative grant from IDRC for next 4.5 years through a rigorous 
competitive process is a proof of our research quality and spread of our research themes.

Most of SDPI’s research and influencing work during 2014 focused on ‘5Es”- Energy deficit, tumbling 
Economy, growing Extremism, Environment, and Education. The major areas of work include: Climate 
Change, Resilient Economies in semi-arid areas; livelihoods in conflict affected areas; inclusive economic 
growth; food security; non-traditional security threats; energy vision; looking at societal transformation 
through district education ranking, gender, governance, and interfaith harmony; and fostering sustainable 
societies across South Asia focusing on regional trade. Our team of trans-disciplinary researchers yet 
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again produced numerous research publications, working papers, policy papers and policy briefs 
around these themes. 

I would like to mention here SDPI’s flagship annual Sustainable Development Conference (SDC), which 
has attracted visibility among noted researchers from across South Asia and rest of the world, who 
eagerly join us to present their researches. The 17th in the series, 2014 SDC on ‘Pathways to Sustainable 
Development’ proved to be the most impressive event of the year. A large contingent of scholars and 
researchers and keynote speakers from various parts of the globe came to Islamabad to share their 
thoughts and vision on pathways to sustainable development in South Asia. Senior cabinet ministers 
and government officials, parliamentarians (from opposition and ruling parties) also joined the galaxy 
of experts on key theme and sub themes of the conference. We also called on honourable President 
of Pakistan Mr. Mamnoon Hussain along with selected delegates of our conference and shared the 
summary of conference proceedings with him. 

Looking at the success journey of last 22 years in general and last 5 years in particular, I realise that with 
every passing year we raise the research quality and quantity bar for ourselves. Success and recognition 
comes with added responsibilities and I keep reminding my team that our stakeholders do not expect 
anything less than perfection from us. Our pursuit of being an “effective” catalyst for transition towards 
sustainable development is on and we promise not only to do better than yesterday but also to remain 
objective and relevant. 

Towards the end, on behalf of team SDPI, I cannot help thanking our partners, media, CSOs and the 
members of our Board of Governors (BoG) for their continued trust in us. Their trust and our dedicated 
work is a winning combination and I feel lucky to be part of a winning team.

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri 
Executive Director, SDPI

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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SECTION 1: 
INTRODUCTION TO SDPI

A. About SDPI
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) is an independent, public interest think tank that is 
not only a knowledge generator but also a knowledge disseminator. It provides research based policy 
advice to legislators, policy makers, students, journalists, trade unions, farmers, public, private and 
voluntary organizations, etc. 

Founded twenty two years ago (August 1992) on the recommendation of Pakistan National Conservation 
Strategy (NCS), also called Pakistan’s Agenda 21, SDPI was registered under Societies Registration Act 
XXI of 1860. The NCS outlined the need for an independent policy think-tank to serve as a source 
of expertise for policy formulation, policy analysis, policy intervention, and policy program advisory 
services. 

Mission
To catalyze the transition towards sustainable development defined as the enhancement of peace, social 
justice and wellbeing within and across generations

Vision
To be the center of excellence on sustainable development policy research, capacity building and 
advocacy in Pakistan
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Organogram

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .



    3

Board of Governors (BoG)
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B. Mapping SDPI’s Work
Mapping the Survey
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Mapping Capacity Building Activities
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Thematic Coverage of SDPI’s Capacity Buidling Endeavors 
(October 2013 - September 2014)
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SECTION 2: 
MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF SDPI
(November 2013 to October 2014)

A. Policy Research 
1. On the completion of one year of the government, SDPI, in collaboration with the monthly 

Herald, conducted a survey, “Political barometer-III”. The survey was aimed at gauging the 
level of public satisfaction on the performance of federal and provincial governments.  

2. Based on its strong research output, SDPI has become the part of a long-term, consortia-
led research programme on climate change called Collaborative Adaptation Research 
Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA). It is also the part of the consortium called Pathways to 
Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies (PRISE) with London School of Economics (LSE), Overseas 
Development Institute (ODI), Innovations Environment Development (IED), and University of Dar es 
Salam as partners. 

3. SDPI launched the following books in 2014

i. “Forests, Livelihoods and Power Relations in North-West Pakistan” (Authors: Babar 
Shahbaz, Urs Geiser, Dr Abid Suleri)

ii. “Action Research and Organizational Capacity Building; Journeys of change in Southen   
Think Tanks from” (Authors: SDPI, Pakistan; Grupo Faro,  Ecuador; Center for Poverty Analysis 
(CEPA), Sri Lanka; Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA), Ghana; Institute for Policy Analysis and 
Research (IPAR), Rwanda; and International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada.

4. As the pioneer of district ranking of education status in 2013, SDPI launched 2nd report of “The 
Alif Ailaan Pakistan District Education Rankings 2014”. The report aims to assess the standard 
of education across Pakistan, taking into account educational outcomes as well as the availability 
of school infrastructure and facilities.

5. SDPI pioneered the analysis on shale gas potential in Pakistan.

6. While working for the cause of strengthening research in Pakistan, SDPI furthered its partnership 
with academic institutes. 

i. Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with University of Gujrat was a step forward in this 
regard whereby the two institutes will work closely on research and curriculum development.

ii. MoU signed with National Institute of Population Studies (NIPS) to strengthen research 
and enhance faculty collaboration. 
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iii. MoU signed with National University of Science and Technology (NUST) for collaborative 
research.         

7. SDPI has set up ‘Center for Future Policy and Strategic Studies (CFPSS)’ to provide 
independent policy research and advice on issues of defense, foreign policy, global governance 
and nontraditional security threats.

B. Policy Support
1. The findings and recommendations of the report on “Shale Gas Potential in Pakistan” were 

considered by the Ministry of Planning and Development, GoP. The ministry formed a Shale Gas 
Taskforce in August 2014. SDPI is hosting the secretariat of this Task Force, and is a key 
player in drafting policy for Shale Oil & Gas development.

2. SDPI was asked by the Planning Commission of Pakistan to establish a “Research Advisory 
Group” to peer review the Vision 2025 document. Headed by the BoG Chairperson, the group 
consists of research fellows at SDPI. The suggestions by this group were incorporated in the final 
draft of the Vision 2025.

3. International Monetary Fund (IMF) has selected SDPI as Civil Society Organization (CSO) 
Fellow observer based on the relevance of its work in Pakistan. Under this arrangement, SDPI will 
attend Annual IMF meeting in Washington D.C., and World Bank’s Annual Meeting. In observer’s 
capacity, SDPI will be asked for inputs in themes on which IMF is working in Pakistan. SDPI is the 
first CSO from Pakistan, which has got this status.

4. The SDPI executive director has been appointed as a member of National Economic Advisory 
Council (EAC), Government of Pakistan. He heads the subgroup on Food Security and Agriculture 
of EAC. The recommendations of this subgroup were made part of Federal Budget speech in 2014. 
Moreover, SDPI’s recommendations on food security and taxation were incorporated in the Federal 
Budget 2014.   

5. The SDPI executive director has also been appointed as Member of GoP’s Task Force to Enhance 
the Effectiveness of Social Safety nets in Pakistan.

6. SDPI was invited by the Senate’s Standing Committee on Human Rights to share 
environmental status of the twin cities (Rawalpindi and Islamabad). Its web-based television 
team prepared an exclusive documentary on the same issue and screened it at the Senate’s Standing 
Committee meeting. 

7. Furthering the cause of improving educational policies in Pakistan, SDPI, under the Alif Ailaan 
project, has set up a unique portal with information about the status of different aspects of 
education in Pakistan. 

8. Non-Muslim Parliamentarians’ Caucus (NMPC) was established to promote the notion of 
co-existence and collectiveness by eradicating structural discrimination against non-Muslims and 
promoting non-Muslim sensitive legislations in Pakistan.

9. SDPI hosts meeting of Council for Women Parliamentarians (CWP). The aim of the council is 
to strengthen women political participation in the country. The members are given opportunities to 
attend workshops and also work with the research team to generate policy outputs. 

10. SDPI initiated a Policy Review Series this year with the aim to highlight gaps in the government’s 
development policies to suggest a way forward.

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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C. Policy Engagement and Communication
1. Realizing the sensitivity of conflict and security situation in the country, SDPI initiated a series of 

discussion on Human Security and Radicalism in Pakistan. 

The discussion topics included: 

i. Experts Group Meeting on State of Human Security in Pakistan 

ii. Taliban peace talks, civil military relations and role of media 

iii. Growing Radicalism and role of Civil Society in Pakistan 

iv. Peace process and Taliban negotiation: what next?
v. Demanding release of missing persons of Balochistan

2. SDPI strengthened its relations with academia; on our invitation Chairperson Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) Prof. Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor of University of Karachi Dr Muhammad 
Qaiser, Vice-Chancellor of Pakistan Institute of Development Economics Dr Asad Zaman, (the 
then) Vice-Chancellor of Quaid-i-Azam University Dr Eatzaz Ahmed, (the then) Vice-Chancellor 
of Allama Iqbal Open University Dr Ali Asghar Chishti, Vice-Chancellor of Fatima Jinnah Women 
University Dr SaminaQadir, and Rector of International Islamic University Prof. Dr Masoom Yasinzai 
joined a policy dialogue at SDPI  to analyze the state of Higher Education in Pakistan.

3. SDPI organized 16th Sustainable Development (Annual) Conference (SDC) titled: “Creating 
Momentum: Today is Tomorrow”. As many as 161 panelists from 16 countries participated 
in the conference in December 2013. A select group of delegates called on President of Pakistan 
to present the summary of conference proceedings. 

4. A series of seminars titled, “Woman of Substance” was initiated with the objective of 
inspiring change among young women in Pakistan. Asma Jahangir, Ms Khawar Mumtaz &  
Dr Moneeza Hashmi were invited as models of inspiration.

5. A series titled, “Tribute to a Living Legend” was initiated to recognize the contribution of eminent 
personalities to the development and cohesiveness of the society through liberal art, literature, 
social development, etc. in Pakistan. Khishwar Naheed, Agha Nasir, Munoo Bhai, Ahmad Salim 
and Shoaib Sultan have so far been paid tributes. 

6. Current affairs programmes, “Coffee Table”, and “News and Views” have been launched at 
SDPI’s WebTV.

7. SDPI executive director has been appointed as Adjunct Professor at Institute of Business 
Management Sciences (IBMS), University of Agriculture, Faisalabad

D. Recognition and Awards for  
Policy Engagement and Support 

1. SDPI was recognized by the “Human Rights Committee” of Senate for its significant and 
continuous contribution on environment and sustainability in Pakistan. SDPI was awarded a 
shield and a certificate of recognition during the committee meeting held in February 2014.

2. In recognition to its work on Mercury Free Dentistry, SDPI was awarded shield for excellence 
in research by World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry (WAMFD) in November 2014. 

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 4
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3. Mome Saleem, a senior researcher of SDPI, has been elected as one of the four members of 
“Advisory Council” of the Global Diplomacy Lab (GD-Lab); a global platform hosted by the 
Federal Foreign Office Germany to work in line with the changing diplomacy in the 21st century. 

4. Based on its performance, SDPI has qualified for the second round of IDRC-DFID core funding 
for Think Tanks under the Think Tanks Initiative (TTI) programme. The grant is for 4.5 years.

Recognitions for SDPI’s Work

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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SECTION 3: 
POLICY RESEARCH
SDPI has been conducting research on Sustainable Development (SD) issues for the past 22 years. It 
has meaningfully contributed to the policy discourse on three pillars of SD, i.e. economy, environment, 
and social development. SDPI prepares its research agenda in line with the emerging national and 
global needs. The agenda is set in consultation with our key stakeholders, and is based upon the 
recommendations that we receive during annual Sustainable Development Conference (SDC). In the 
year 2014, SDPI conducted research on Governance, Economy, Energy, Climate change, Livelihood, 
Strategic Policy, Education, Peace and Conflict, Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial Development and 
Hazardous Waste/Sites, and Women issues. The detail of policy research is as follows:

A. Governance
While “government” refers to planning, decision-making by the state and its institutions, the notion of 
“governance” at SDPI takes a societal look. How are decisions made within a certain society or nation? 
Who is involved in the decision-making processes and who has which power to decide? Which evidence 
is planning based, and which planning is taken as basis for decision- making? How are conflicting views 
dealt with? Using the societal lens of governance, we carried out different sectoral studies to understand 
as to why certain decisions and interventions work better than others. We also tried to understand 
people’s perception about their federal and provincial governments, and the factors that influence their 
voting behavior if elections are held tomorrow?
These studies have been discussed in later sections of the report. The studies indicate system’s wide 
gaps in accountability and low participation of citizens in development decision-making. In the near 
future, SDPI endeavors to implement a governance programme, aimed at extensively documenting and 
analyzing the state of governance in Pakistan. Following are the brief details of the projects, and their 
findings.

a. Political Barometer Phase-III

Power dynamics in Pakistan is an intricate affair, and is as complex as the country’s political structure. 
Despite multiple setbacks over the last many decades, there does appear to be a silver lining on the 
country’s political horizon, i.e. democracy seems to surviving, the result of various factors, including 

Partners: Henrich Boll Stiftung (HBS) and Monthly Herald 
Locale:  Pakistan
Status:  Completed
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a (relatively) liberal media, an independent judiciary 
and overall awareness amongst the populace. The 
greater constitutional autonomy granted to provinces 
means the voters have high expectations from their 
representatives — they expect prompt solutions to their 
issues. Therefore, it appears important and necessary to 
capture the people’s opinions about the performance 
of governments at provincial and national levels vis-a-
vis their opinion about more nuanced matters such as 
dialogue with Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), and foreign 
policy.

Following the national demographic trends, SDPI 
conducted a survey with a sample of 5,400 respondents 
from 32 districts of Pakistan. The survey shows that 
economic reforms introduced by the government were 
considered to be a progressive step for economic 
development in the country. However, an overwhelming 
majority was of the view that the government was not 
able to fulfil promises made during the 2013 general 
election campaign. About 66% of the respondents rated 
the performance of federal government as average to 
very poor. The popularity of political parties was also 
gauged among the respondents thus underscoring their preference of voting for the next elections.

Figure 1: Chart Showing Voting Preference of the respondents of May 2014 survey

Focal Persons: 
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org
Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior Research Associate, sramay@sdpi.org

If elections were held tommorw, which political party 
would you vote for at the federal level?

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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b. AAWAZ-Voice and Accountability Programme
Partners: Department for International Development (DFID) through Development Alternatives 
  Incorporated (DAI)
Locale:  Pakistan
Status:  Completed 

AAWAZ, a five-year voice and accountability programme, seeks to create a safer, stable and more 
inclusive democracy in Pakistan through women empowerment and grass roots citizen mobilization 
leading to greater accountability of elected officials and public sector institutions. As part of this 
consortium-led programme, SDPI’s role was to generate knowledge on related themes, capacity building 
of local partners in evidence generation, policy analysis and advocacy.

The programme further aims to enhance tolerance, acceptability of diversity, and strengthen the capacity 
of communities to resolve disputes peacefully without resorting to violence; and work collectively to 
solve local problems and improve service delivery. AAWAZ aims to achieve its goals by increasing the 
safe participation of women and other excluded groups in politics and public life.

Besides conducting desk research to come up with theoretical frameworks, SDPI collected primary data 
(both qualitative as well as quantitative) in the project districts to establish baselines. It also conducted 
rapid surveys to assess the validity of theory of change adapted by AAWAZ partners. It also held policy 
dialogue at macro-level to bridge research policy gaps. It produced research on the state of women; 
on women political empowerment; on alternative dispute resolution mechanism and on social service 
delivery. These have been discussed under relevant themes in the report.

Focal Persons: 
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Asif Saeed Memon, Associate Research Fellow, asifmemon@sdpi.org

Aawaz panel on “Alternative Dispute Resolution” at the Sustainable 
Development Conference 2013

A community meeting under Aawaz programme (Left to Right) Babar Jamal (SDPI), Haider Nizamani  
and Uzma Zarrin at a panel discussion held under 

Aawaz programme 

Participants at the ADR panel

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 4
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B. Striving for Sustainable Environment
Environmental sustainability and building resilience to climate change is a major area of focus at 
SDPI. In fact, SDPI is one of the few organizations in the region that started working on needs to adapt 
different development strategies in a changing climate back in the mid-90s. Our very first “Sustainable 
Development Conference” (SDC) titled “Green Economy” was focused around this theme. Our 
representatives are the part of official delegations to the Conference of Parties (CoP) every year. We 
have been researching on a regional approach to respond to climate change, and at the local level, 
are studying the impact of climate change in semi-arid regions on mangroves, food security, agriculture, 
and economy. 

This year SDPI’s work on sustainable environment, including “Climate Change and Hazardous 
Chemicals; Mercury”, was recognized by the “Human Rights Committee” of Senate and the “World 
Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry” (WAMFD), Washington respectively. 

In fact, SDPI’s flagship research for year 2014 mainly focused on climate change and hazardous 
chemicals. Detail of the programmes/projects is given below. 

1. Climate Change 
a. Pathways to Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies (PRISE)

Pathways to Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies (PRISE) is a five-year, multi-country research programme 
that generates new knowledge as to how the economic development in semi-arid regions can be made 
more equitable and resilient to climate change. This programme is the part of a larger programme 
called Collaborative Adaptation and Research Initiative in Africa and Asia (CARIAA). PRISE aims to 
support the emergence of equitable, climate resilient economic development in semi-arid lands through 
research excellence and sustained engagement with business leaders, local and national government 
decision-makers, civil society, and regional economic communities. 

The project is in its inception phase whereby we have conducted detailed thematic reviews on five themes, 
including climate risks; governance, institutions, and climate finance; markets; natural capital and 
human capital. Country situation assessment and deep dive on political economy and climate change 
focusing on arid and semi-arid lands of Pakistan and Tajikistan are also being conducted. Furthermore, 
following the ‘policy-first approach‘, researchers are actively engaged with major stakeholders to identify 
pilot projects, case studies, and study sites.  

Dr Abid Suleri, (SDPI ED) shares the findings of the 
inception phase of PRISE project with the stakeholders

Participants pose for a group photograph at a high-
level stakeholder workshop on “Pathways to Resilience 

in Semi-Arid Economies (PRISE)”.

Partners:  International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada and Department for  
  International Development (DFID), UK
Locale:  Arid and Semi-Arid Lands (ASALs) in Pakistan and Tajikistan
Status:  Completed 

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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Details of the five themes being studied are given below. 

(1) Climate risk management: Understanding climate risks and their impact on semi-arid economies 
are important in the context of climate resilient economic development. In the context of Pakistan, 
recurrent severe climatic events have negatively affected the economic growth through low agricultural 
productivity, malnutrition and food insecurity, and infrastructure damages. These are more pronounced 
and substantial where natural capital is scarce and deteriorated due to high dependency of households 
on natural resources. The literature review for this theme has tried to look into some key questions 
and research-policy gaps on climate change related risks and impact on economy that are needed to 
increase resilience such as adaptive social protection, and resilient infrastructure.

(2) Governance, institutions and finance: Second theme focuses on the role of governance, 
institutions and climate finance in catalyzing the climate resilient development in the arid and semi-arid 
regions of Pakistan. Following a systematic literature review, it has tried to assess and document various 
modes and arrangements of successful governance and institutions in both the social and ecological 
systems at regional and global levels such as adaptive and anticipatory governance systems. It also led 
to the identification and exploration of key issues acting as barriers to mainstreaming of climate change 
into development plans. For example, difficulty in accessing climate finance and its management; lack 
of climate information and institutional setup and what role institutional incentives can play in reducing 
poverty and vulnerability. This theme also explores the basic vhurdle facing stakeholders in participatory 
governance in South Asian region.

(3) Markets and supply chains: Climate change has threatened and continues to threaten markets, 
especially agriculture, textile, energy and transport markets both at macro and micro level in Pakistan. 
The literature review on this theme focuses on how the changing climate alters these markets and 
identifies the important implications of change for growth and development. Review of literature has 
also helped in highlighting various potential damages to market system (e.g. reduced production 
capacity, hampered supply, etc.) and to market actors (producers, traders, etc.) instigated by climate 
catastrophes like floods, intensified rainfalls, droughts, etc. during the last decade. It has also revealed 
lack of preparedness of private sector to changing climate.  

(Left to Right) Dr Iqrar Ahmad (UAF VC), Amb. (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel , Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) and Dr Ishfaq 
Ahmad Chattha (UAF) at the PRISE Stakeholder Meeting

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 4
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(4) Natural capital: Natural capital is identified as one of the key determinants of growth. One of 
the climate themes thus centres upon the contribution of natural capital in promoting climate resilient 
development in Pakistan. Three broad areas outlined for in-depth review are: land resources, water 
resources and forests. The research inquiry was guided by key research questions on the current state of 
natural capital in semi-arid Pakistan, and policy responses to date; the inter-linkages between natural 
capital and climate resilient development; and areas for future research. 

(5) Human capital: The theme focuses on identifying potential threats of climate change extremes to 
human capital, often manifested through reduced human security and through demographic changes 
such as migration and urbanization. The findings of the literature review highlight how human capital 
development, social services delivery and distribution of labour in the economy are influenced by the 
impact of climate catastrophes (floods, intensified rainfalls, droughts, etc.). An attempt is also made to 
understand the policy responses against these impacts, especially the current policies and infrastructure 
for human resource development, migration and social service delivery, including health and education 
in the SAL. SDPI has taken lead in this multi country consortium on research in human capital.

In the subsequent years, the project will help develop evidence with regard to climate change on key 
factors conditioning the economic growth of semi-arid lands, and conversely how these factors condition 
vulnerability to climate change. Further, it will develop an evidence base on the risks posed to economic 
growth in semi-arid lands by extreme climate events, particularly droughts and floods. It will also identify 
investment, policy and planning measures for inclusive climate resilient development and growth in 
semi-arid lands and will leverage existing initiatives and networks in a stakeholder engagement process 
that concretes knowledge, builds credibility with research users, and promotes the uptake of results

Focal Persons: 
Dr   Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org 
Dr Fahad Saeed, Research Fellow, fahad@sdpi.org
Kashif Salik, Research Associate, kashif@sdpi.org

b. Impact of Climate Change on Mangroves Ecosystem in South Asia

The two-year project aimed to study the impact of climate change on mangrove ecosystems in South 
Asia (including Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri-Lanka) and to raise awareness among policy makers and 
important stakeholders at various levels. Indus Delta, Keti Bandar, DacopeUpazila; Puttalam lagoon, 
and Shah Banda; Indus delta, Ganges-Brahmaputra, Bangladesh were among the sample areas where 
the study was conducted. The methodology included climate change scenarios development, analysis 
of environmental flows and ecological conditions, socio-economic impact assessment under climate 
change, change analysis of mangrove forests and sector specific-policy review. During the research 
process, a consultation with the local stakeholders was also conducted. 

Findings of the study show that the coastal communities, either, engaged with fishery or agriculture 
sector, are highly sensitive or exposed to the climate change driven threats. Furthermore, there is a lack 
of adaptive capacity mainly due to the poor consumption patterns, less income diversification, high 
dependency ratio and lack of education among others. 

Partners:  Asia Pacific Network-Global Change Research (APN-GCR);Global Change Impact 
  Studies Centre (GCISC), Pakistan; Pakistan Meteorological Department  (PMD), World 
  Wide Fund (WWF), Pakistan; Institute of Water Modelling  (IWM), Bangladesh; The
  International Union for Conservation of Nature  (IUCN), Sri Lanka; Department of
  Oceanography and Costal Sciences of Louisiana State University, US
Locale:  Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
Status:  Completed
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Based on the results of the research it is recommended that the governments should ensure environmental 
flows (e-flows) for deltaic regions in South Asia for sustainable ecosystem and diversified livelihood 
opportunities. There is a need to protect climatic disaster while integrating climate change related 
information into the planning processes and community development strategies so as to reduce the 
risk of disaster. There is a need to improve access to education and safe human settlements in order to 
protect life and property as well as provision of civic facilities. Innovation in livelihood opportunities and 
insurance cover for the vulnerable fishermen and farmers is highly needed. The need to improve the 
state of preparedness for the coastal communities during extreme events through rapid evacuation drills, 
early warning systems, etc. is a must. Since the lack of access to safe drinking water has caused health 
problems among the deltaic communities and has reduced their productivity, provision of safe drinking 
water and sanitation facilities need to be worked upon urgently.

Focal Persons: 
Kashif Majeed Salik, Research Associate, kashif@sdpi.org
Waheed Ul Zafar, Project Assistant, waheed@sdpi.org

SDPI researcher holds an Interview 
of Chief Conservator of Forests, at 

Keti Bandar, Sindh

SDPI researchers pose for a 
photograph with fishermen at Keti 

Bandar 

SDPI researchers visit Keti Bandar 
to conduct Focus Group Discussion 

with local fishermen

SDPI staff with partners from India, Bangladesh and Sri-Lanka at the inception meeting of the 
project held in Sri-Lanka 
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2. Chemicals, Sustainable Industrial Development and Hazardous Waste/
Sites 

a. Tragedy at Dera Ismail Khan Sugar Mills Site-Green Industry; A Priority Need 

After having done extensive work on Chemical Hazardous sites in Pakistan in view of newspaper reports, 
SDPI conducted a study in Dera Ismail Khan to observe the implications of release of effluents into the air 
and water by sugar industries near villages in Dera Ismail Khan. The industrial sites, which were visited 
included Basti Plowa, Ramak, Tehsil Parva, DeraIslmail Khan about 6 kilometer away from Chashma 
Sugar Mill and Ethanol Distillery, Ramak and Tandlian-Wala Sugar Mill, Miran. 

Findings of the research showed that the industries discharge their untreated effluents into the nearby 
stream. One of such streams near the Ramak Sugar Mill and Ethanol Distillery resulted in killing of 
villagers, who were exposed to it. 

The study thus recommended the promotion of green industry with actions such as testing of release 
by the industries before discharging it into the drain. It also sheds light on the role of Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in strict implementation of the environmental legislations. 

Focal Person:
Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja, Senior Advisor, khwaja@sdpi.org

b. Artisan Small Scale Gold Mining (ASGM) in Pakistan-National Action Plan

During the last few years,SDPI has done flagship work on mercury contamination in air at dental sitesin 
support of the Minamata Convention on Mercury. This year also SDPI continued the campaign based on 
research showing both outdoor and indoor contamination at dental sites in Pakistan. Another practice 
exposing local workers/gold miners to mercury in Northern Area of Pakistan is Artisan Small Scale Gold 
Mining (ASGM). This mercury exposure results in health problems. 

Miners collect heavy panned gold particles concentrated by traditional washing and panning methods, 
which expose them to health hazards. These results from heating of the amalgamated concentrates on 
home-made kitchen hearth and expose the miner and his/her family to hazardous material.

While observing the need to counter the impact of ASGM activities in Northern Pakistan, SDPI suggested 
several activities that need to be included in the AGSM Pakistan National Action Plan.  Some major ones 
include survey and monitoring to establish Mercury Hot Spots in Northern Pakistan, control measures 
to minimize mercury exposure and awareness raising among miners and their families. Mercury 
contaminated site remediation is also among the suggested measures for immediate actions at the 
earliest time possible.

Focal Person: 
Dr Mehmood A. Khwaja, Senior Advisor, khwaja@sdpi.org

Status:  Completed

Status:  Ongoing
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c. Mercury Amalgam Use in Dentistry/Review and Revision at Curriculum at Dental 
Teaching Institutions at Pakistan

In the light of recently published reports1 carried out by SDPI, advocacy awareness raising and networking 
activities are in progress with the Government Ministries (health and climate change), Provincial 
Health Departments, Environmental Protection Agencies, Pakistan Medical Dental Council and other 
stakeholders. The engagement is meantto promote necessary control measures at dental sites and also 
advocate review and revision of curriculum at dental teaching institutions in the country. Efforts are also 
in progress for acquiring analytical facilities (mercury analyzer) to extend air ministering work at dental 
sites in the country.

C. Energy 
Following our earlier work on ‘6F’ crises (food, fuel, fiscal, frontiers, functional democracy and fragility 
of climate), we are of the opinion that overcoming energy problems should be the part of any holistic 
strategy to overcome other mutually non-exclusive crises in Pakistan.  

SDPI’s work on energy is not only focusing on energy governance but also on energy mix, alternative 
sources of energy (shale gas) and how to improve the role of energy regulators.

The Energy Unit at SDPI is the co-opted member of Think Tank on Energy formulated by Pakistan 
Engineering Council (PEC) since February 2013. The unit has been playing an active role to help 
address the energy crisis while representing SDPI through this platform. This year, the unit conducted 
research studies to present short, medium and long-term strategies to address the energy crisis in 
the country. The findings of the various policy research studies and the policy recommendations were 
disseminated rigorously by SDPI’s policy outreach team.

a. Pakistan Energy Vision 2035

Pakistan is faced with grave energy crisis. Currently, the installed capacity of the country is 23,500 
Mega Watt (MW). The available capacity is less than 14,000 MW, while electricity generation features 
at 11,500 MW againsta demand of 17,000 MW annually. There is thus a supply shortfall of about 
6000 MW. Power plants have not been able to perform at full capacity owing to the constraints in fuel 
availability and timely payments to the supplier. Moreover, the efficiency of thermal power plants is a 
gap that has not been addressed. Dependence on expensive imported petroleum products and Residual 
Fuel Oil (RFO) led to the need for subsidies, yet this has incurred circular debt of up to 1,600 billion PKR 
to-date since 2007. While this has been addressed through short-term solutions, the endemic causes of 
the crisis still remain to be addressed. 

The challenge is huge and needs policy planning to improve generation, transmission, and distribution 
of energy. The Planning Commission of Pakistan asked SDPI to assist in preparing Pakistan’s Energy 
Vision 2035 in order to make energy security an integral part of national planning. The document 
creates a thorough and well-researched energy policy to overcome Pakistan’s energy crisis, with a 
special emphasis on indigenous resources. The vision has been prepared through consultations and 

1    “Toxic Mercury/Mercury Amalgm Use in Dentistry  Review and Evaluation of Curriculum in Dental Teaching, April 2014” and 
“ Study Of Mercury Levels Of Air In And Around Dental Clinics Light Products Manufacturing Plants and Mercury-Chlor-Alkali 
Plant in Pakistan, May 2013”

Status:  Ongoing

Partner:  Pakistan Engineering Council and Planning Commission of Planning of Pakistan
Status:  Completed
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discussions with key stakeholders, including Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC), experts and decision-
makers in energy sector both nationally and internationally, Ministry of Planning, Ministry of Water and 
Power, and Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources. 

Focal Person: 
Arshad H. Abbasi, Senior Advisor Water & Energy, ahabasi@gmail.com

b. Importing Liquefied Natural Gas: A Policy Analysis

The research study evaluates the import of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).  Pakistan’s domestic natural 
gas reserves continue to dwindle while development on unconventional gas reserves remains slow, 
therefore, Pakistan faces the challenge to meet its demand for natural gas. Although pipelines such as 
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI), and Iran-Pakistan (IP) are the available options, the 
Government of Pakistan considers LNG as a faster option to overcome energy crisis. The option of 
importing LPG from Qatar is also under consideration by the GoP. It is also worth noting that the 
dynamics of global natural gas market are changing thus the old pricing benchmarks may not be able 
to satisfy the growing economies. 

In this regard, SDPI conducted a study to explore and analyze LNG import in Pakistan. It reviewed the 
weak regulatory mechanisms with regard to the natural gas. Based on the findings, the study presents 
policy recommendations and the way forward. 

The report found that the most compelling argument offered by the ministry in favour of buying LNG 
has been its affordability for the production of electricity. Our research illustrates that in case the price 
of LNG increases USD 14/MMBTU, it will lose its competitive advantage against oil. A pertinent fact 
to note in this context is that Asia makes 68% of the market share of LNG imports and the share is 
continuing to increase. In the future, Asia must make the most of its significant market share and employ 
collective bargaining power towards creating a new natural gas pricing hub in the region. Pakistan, 
with its rising natural gas demand and energy requirements, must play a leadership role through skillful 
diplomacy and the use of acumen towards a natural gas pricing hub that reflects the realities of global 
gas market. LNG import process must be transparent, and its economic impact must be analyzed. 

Focal Persons: 
Arshad H. Abbasi, Senior Advisor Water & Energy, ahabasi@gmail.com
Maha Kamal, Energy Analyst, maha.s.kamal@gmail.com

c. Iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline

Given the dynamics of international relations, the study thoroughly analyzed the economic impact of 
Iran-Pakistan Gas pipeline on the power sector of Pakistan thus underscoring the political and economic 
dimensions with reference to energy security.The methodology included coordination with the Ministry 
of Petroleum and Natural Resources (MPNR), and desk review of the project-related documents, 
including contract document and data gathered from relevant ministries and material from Economic 
Coordination Committee. 

The report summarized that internationally oil and gas prices are divorcing, making oil-indexed gas 
prices unviable in the long-term. As IP is linked to the Japan Crude Cocktail Index (JCCI), at USD 100/
Bbl, the IP gas price would be USD14.16/MMbtu in 2013. In August 2013, the total dependable 
capacity of all power plants, excluding Karachi Electricity Supply Company Ltd (KESC), was 19068.49 
MW. The total electricity generated was 9739.34 GWh, out of which 1755.24 Gwh was from some 20 

Status:  Completed

Status:  Completed
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Status:  Completed

gas based thermal power plants. As the average JCC cost of crude oil during the last six months (2013) 
was USD 110.55, IP gas would be above 15 USD/mmbtu. If the cost of electricity on the IP price is 
assessed to be Rs 44628.04 million, the argument that Iranian gas would be a viable substitute for High 
Sulphur Furnace Oil (HSFO) fuel is proven false, unless price is renegotiated. 

Since natural gas in Pakistan makes up for nearly 50% of the energy needs of primary energy mix, 
it is inevitable for Pakistan to renegotiate the import price of natural gas at the earliest. This will not 
only cut down the cost of power generation, but will also supply this resource to industries, fertilizer 
manufacturers and provide relief in transport.

Focal Person: 
Arshad H. Abbasi, Senior Advisor Water & Energy, ahabasi@gmail.com

d. Shale Gas: Viability and Prospects for Pakistan

The study assessed the technical, economic and environmental viability of shale oil & gas in Pakistan. 
The study would further facilitate and guide potential players on the availability of shale oil & gas 
resources in the country and other necessary details required for initiating the exploration process.

The methodology involved assessing economic and environmental impact of shale gas through 
interviews with experts in oil & gas sector, including Oil and Gas Development Company Ltd. (OGDCL). 
Critical analysis of the findings of US Energy Information Administration’s (EIA) report titled: “Technically 
Recoverable Shale Oil and Shale Gas Resources: An Assessment of 137 Shale Formations in 41 
Countries Outside the United States” was also carried out.

The research found that shale oil & gas with 105 TCF of shale gas and 9.1 bbl of shale oil may be 
sufficient to meet the country’s energy needs for more than 50 years and would slash the $5 billion 
spent annually on importing petroleum products. Employment opportunities and job creation would be 
a major incentive for improving energy security in the country. The report also discussed comprehensive 
stratigraphy, geology & geochemistry of shale oil & gas reservoirs in Pakistan  besides water availability 
and estimates of water utilization during exploration process, population density in shale enriched areas, 
availability of environment friendly options, i.e. guar kiphali, available gas infrastructure details, an 
inclusive framework for initiating the exploration process, experiences of major shale gas players in the 
market and potential challenges of developing shale oil and gas.

The report recommends that a shale gas policy should be devised. SDPI organized a soft launch of the 
report at a three-day workshop titled: “Bridging government, industry and academia”, jointly organized 
by the Centre for Advanced Studies in Energy (CASE), the University of Engineering and Technology 
(UET), Peshawar and the University of Cambridge, UK, and British Council Researchers Link Programme.

The findings and recommendations were followed up by the Ministry of Planning with a notification to 
form Shale Gas Taskforce in August 2014. SDPI is leading the secretariat of this Task Force and is a key 
player in drafting policy for shale oil & gas development.

Focal Person: 
Arshad H. Abbasi, Senior Advisor Water & Energy, ahabasi@gmail.com
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e. Coal Power Generation: A Policy Paper

In the light of the focus of National Power Policy 2013 on coal reserves, the GoP has a renewed 
commitment to coal power generation with the announcement of a 6600 MW Gadani Power Park, and 
more than 6000 MW planned for sites in the Punjab. National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) 
held a hearing to discuss upfront tariffs, but there were serious reservations in terms of efficiency, capital 
cost, Operation and Maintenance costs and other key components that would impact power generation 
from coal. The study discussed the economic and environmental impact of coal power generation in 
Pakistan, and made policy recommendations on the way forward for sustainable economic growth 
without compromising environment. The emphasis was laid on the electricity generation efficiency as the 
umbrella concept under which energy policy must operate. 

Based on the analysis of the Coal Power Policy, the paper makes some shocking revelations with regard 
to the long-term energy policy implications of the coal-fired power generation. It further analyzed the 
need for making energy the part of Pakistan’s security paradigm. 

Focal Person: 
Arshad H. Abbasi, Senior Advisor Water & Energy, ahabasi@gmail.com

D. Striving for Economic Sustainability
Economic sustainability is one of the key pillars of sustainable development and like previous years 
SDPI continues its efforts to contribute towards economic sustainability policies through its primary 
and secondary researches’ quantitative and qualitative data analysis; policy papers and dialogues 
on macroeconomic stability, inclusive growth reforms, public finance, trade policy and environmental 
challenges. Detailed account of our work on economic sustainability is presented in the following section. 

1.  Making Growth Inclusive
a.  Promoting Debate on Inclusive Economic Reforms

The project focused on generating policy discourse around key reforms (energy and tax) in Pakistan. 
Through a multi-stakeholderparticipatory discussion, including political parties, policy makers, economic 
experts, public implementing agencies, and civil society, a clear perspective on the level of receptiveness 
and support to broad reforms in tax and energy sectors was mapped. The dialogue series was supported 
by structured feedback from citizen and business communities gathered through survey of 3,800 
households and 300 firms (both formal and informal). Survey report, working papers, and policy papers 
were published based on the findings of the survey. The evidence-based research and dialogue (policy 
symposia) brought out specific knowledge products that will act as a baseline for measuring impact of 
current and future policies in tax and energy sector.

The survey report and recommendations from Symposium was also compiled and shared with Minister 
of Finance, Minister of Water and Power, Minister of Planning, Academia, Chamber of Commerce, 
INGOs, SDPI partner organizations, SAARC, Pakistan Business Council etc. 

Based on the research and symposium findings, the study recommended legal amendments in order 
to ensure effective punishment for energy theft. It was also recommended that since the number of 

Status:  Completed

Partner:  Department for International Development (DFID)
Locale:  Faisalabad, Karachi, Rawalpindi, Peshawar, Quetta, Multan, and Hyderabad
Status:  Completed
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firms registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) has grown overtime, 
the taxpayers’ facilitation units require expansion in order to cater to the demands of an expanding 
taxpaying segment. The government needs to send a strong message at the community level stating 
that the power sector defaulters are not above the law. Public information channels should inform 
people that long-term investment in large energy projects (e.g. hydel and coal) are contingent upon 
people paying their due tax liabilities and energy tariffs that cover full economic cost of generation, 
transmission, and distribution. 

Focal Persons: 
Dr  Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Muhammad Adnan, madnan@sdpi.org

b. Wheat Sector Governance

SDPI undertook a detailed analysis of post-18th Amendment wheat sector governance in the country. 
The key objectives of this project were a) to map perceptions of actors involved in the wheat sector 
supply chain with regard to public sector intervention in wheat sector, b) to estimate, using a dynamic 
computable general equilibrium model, the economy-wide impact of subsidies in wheat sector, and c) 
to provide policy recommendations for careful withdrawal of public sector from the wheat sector based 
on our findings and literature review.

Focal Person:
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Muhammad Zeshan, Research Associate, zeshan@sdpi.org

c.  Impact of Global Financial Crisis on Human Resource Development in the SAARC 
Region: Lessons Learnt

The Global Financial Crisis (GFC) primarily originated in developed economies. The developing 
economies, including those in South Asia, could not buffer themselves against the adverse impact of the 
crisis. As expenditures rose to counter these effects, both human as well as social sector development 
suffered across South Asia. Hence, there was a rise in the levels of poverty, income inequality, and 
inflationary pressures in most of the South Asian economies. 

The study is an attempt to understand the main causes, impacts and magnitude of the global financial 
crisis and its effects on Human Resource Development (HRD) and economic development in South 
Asia. The aim is to identify policy options not only to counter these effects but also to address lacunas 
in HRD across the region. The study also identified channels through which regional networks can be 
strengthened to enhance development across South Asian economies. 

Some 500 respondents from SAARC member states were interviewed. Across the SAARC member 
states, 48.7% respondents reported that their country has been hit adversely by the GFC. A majority of 
the respondents (41%) reported non-satisfaction with the state of education in their respective country 
after the GFC occurrence. More than half of the respondents (60%) observed that the performance of 
education sector either deteriorated or remained unchanged after the GFC. Similarly, on the state of 

Partner:  International Food Policy Research Institute  (IFPRI)
Locale:  Pakpattan, Lodhran, D. I. Khan, Jhang, Multan, Toba Tek Singh, Faisalabad, and  
  Islamabad
Status:  Completed

Partner:  SAARC Human Resource Development Centre (SHRDC)
Locale:  SAARC Member States
Status:  Completed
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health and medical facilities in the country after the GFC, 43% 
of the respondents expressed lack of satisfaction. In the case 
of satisfaction with the state of public utilities (such as water, 
electricity and gas) after the GFC, 52% of the respondents 
expressed lack of satisfaction. A majority (38.6%) of respondents 
in the SAARC region observed that business opportunities had 
deteriorated after the GFC. Most of the respondents (56.8%) 
replied that they were not aware of policy responses undertaken 
by the governments after the GFC. A significant percentage of 
respondents (14%) were of the view that there was reduction 
in social sector budget in their country after the GFC. A large 
percentage of the respondents were of the opinion that the GFC 
had led to decrease in FDI (58%), exports (60%), and aid flows 
(67.8%) in the region.

The study recommended that at the national level, governments 
should identify a set of higher education institutions and 
encourage them through various support programmes to sign 
MoUs with their counterparts in other South Asian countries. The partnering institutes would be able to 
promote joint research, training and sharing of knowledge in various areas of expertise. Cooperation 
across SAARC can also be pursued in the form of joint curriculum development. The University Grants 
Commission or Higher Education Commission(s) in these countries should hold joint meetings on this. 
The national governments should appoint a special working group that should look into the major 
shortcomings with regard to regional cooperation, in areas of trade, HRD sectors, higher education, 
administration of the regional integration policy interventions such as SAFTA, and political ownership 
of the South Asian regional integration. All member countries should commit to their promises under 
the regional cooperation agenda. This is important for the sustainability of new initiatives like SAARC 
Development Fund, SAARC Food Bank, and SAARC Energy Secretariat. 

Focal Person: 
Safwan A. Khan, Research Assistant, Safwan21@gmail.com

2. Trading with Neighbours
a. Trade and Transport Facilitation Audit in South Asia

This is a multicounty study commissioned by the Australian Agency for International Development 
(AusAID) and UNDP to conduct a regional study on trade and transport facilitation audit with country 
cases in Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka, besides covering Afghanistan, Bhutan, and 
Maldives.

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) has the responsibility to cover Pakistan and Afghanistan 
to conduct this study with an objective to define a regional benchmark for an acceptable level of 
trade and transport facilitation in South Asia. Further, it aims at identifying trade-and transport-related 
bottlenecks in Pakistan and Afghanistan and assessing the benefits of removing these bottlenecks based 
on the regional benchmark, and estimating the required investment.

Partners: South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), United Nations 
  Development Program (UNDP), Thailand and Australian Agency for International 
  Development (AusAID)
Locale:  Pakistan and Afghanistan
Status:  Ongoing
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A survey was conducted in Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad/Rawalpindi, Quetta, Chaman, Peshawar, 
Torkhum, Spin Boldak, Kandhahar, Kabul and Jalalabad. A national level consultation meeting on 
trade and transport facilitation in Pakistan and Afghanistan was held. The findings will be shared in an 
upcoming Regional Meeting later in December 2014.

Discussion on trade facilitation has gained prominence in the academic as well as policy circles at global 
level in the recent past. There are several reasons for the popularity of this discourse; firstly, the repeated 
inclusion of trade facilitation as a topic for multilateral trade negotiations in all Ministerial Conferences 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO), including Doha Development Agenda (DDA), has heightened 
the significance of issue in the international arena. Secondly, the welfare gains of reducing trade costs 
are much higher than dismantling tariff barriers. Some experts such as Hoekman and Nicita (2010) 
argue that trade gains resulting from reduction in trade costs could dwarf potential benefits emanating 
from the successful conclusion of DDA. Thirdly, due to a pronounced move towards the concept of 
global value chain, with “slicing up the value chain” (a la Krugman 1995) and “integration of trade 
and disintegration of production” (a la Feenstra 1998) being the mantra for successful integration into 
the global production network, there is a premium on seamless movement of goods – imports as well 
as exports – across the borders.

 
 

Focal Persons: 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Muhammad Hamza Abbas, Project Associate, hamza@sdpi.org

Participants at a meeting of “Advisory Committee” on “Trade and Transport Facilitation Audit in South Asia”

SDPI DED Dr Vaqar (Left) at a meeting of “Advisory Committee” on 
“Trade and Transport Facilitation Audit in South Asia”
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b. Trade Consignment Mapping for Better Regional Connectivity in South Asia

Trade facilitation requirements of intra-regional trade in South Asia have not been given adequate 
attention in the past. Trade through land route (road and rail transport) still faces several infrastructural 
and procedural impediments, despite being the most appropriate and cheapest mode for trade transport 
in mainland South Asia (excluding island nations). Shortcomings in trade corridors connecting major 
commercial centres, especially in Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Pakistan, have undermined other 
regional trade liberalization policies such as tariff reduction. 

i. Islamabad-Lahore-Attari/Wagha Land Customs Station (LCS) – Ludhiana – Dehli

ii. Kathmundu-Hetadua-Birganj/Raxual LCS – Kolkata

iii. Kathmundu-Kakarvitta/Panitanki LCS – Phulbari/Banglabandha LCS – Hatikumtul – Dhaka 

A research on three important trade corridors was initiated by CUTS International India, and SDPI. 
The goal of the project was to contribute to the enhancement of intra-regional trade in South Asia 
through evidence based findings on better trade facilitation measures. Understanding trade facilitation 
in South Asia through this research would help influence future policy-making. The overall research 
partners covered three important trade corridors pertaining to India-Pakistan, Nepal-India and Nepal-
Bangladesh cross-border and transit trade as follows:

SDPI worked on the Islamabad-Lahore-Attari corridor for trade with India. Some 30 respondents were 
interviewed for the study. SDPI also organized a discussion among important regional stakeholders.

The study found that higher regional trade volumes cannot be achieved unless adequate physical 
infrastructure, appropriate customs clearance procedures and other facilitation measures, including 
multi-model transport operations and integrated trade services are in place. South Asia is also missing 
out on development of regional supply chains that relies much on lead time taken from placing an order 
to receipt of final goods. Meeting the order cycles as per agreed delivery schedules between a range of 
intermediate suppliers and buyers in potential regional supply chains such as textiles and clothing sector 
depends hugely on the quality of regional transport connectivity.

Based on the findings, the study recommended that for trade corridor development, partial and non-
coordinated reforms to upgrade part(s) of trade corridors will generate sub-optimal results. Some 
unattended issues will continue to affect the overall efficiency of trade corridors. Most important trade 
routes are still facing serious trade facilitation issues hence understanding them and finding solutions to 
make these heavily used trade corridors efficient must precede other trade facilitation projects. This will 
generate important learning and good practices for new projects along with other emerging corridors.

Focal Persons: 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Muhammad Hamza Abbas, Project Associate, hamza@sdpi.org

Partners: Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) International, India
Locale:  Lahore, Faisalabad, and Rawalpindi/Islamabad
Status:  Ongoing
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c. Trans-Boundary Dialogue on Energy

The project brought together different state and non-state actors to create a platform for dialogue 
to achieve greater cooperation, coordination and integration of energy systems through the sharing 
of information and expertise, leading to trans-boundary energy trade. Participants were invited from 
Afghanistan, India, Iran, and Kazakhstan for dialogue.For mutual benefit different  regions, a one-day 
consultation on trans-boundary cooperation and energy trade was organized to disseminate maximum 
information on key areas such as-natural gas pipelines, electricity ,energy efficiency, renewable energy, 
technology transfer, energy policy and knowledge sharing, the opportunities, challenges and way 
forward.

The project was based on the rationale that the regional cooperation and integration is an essential 
instrument for faster and collective growth and shared prosperity. Utilizing the integration process, Asian 
countries could create an economic and market space large enough to make it possible to establish 
viable production capacities in industry and in the primary sector, through exploiting complementary 
resources. Trade cooperation would not only allow India and Pakistan to have access to cheaper goods, 
but also would increase employment in both countries, open up markets in Central Asia, and benefit the 
Pakistani public and private sectors. Increased cooperation would allow both countries to have access 
to the energy sources and gas reserves in Central Asia. 

Trilateral cooperation is being pursued under the 2002 Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) 
pipeline agreement. TAPI addresses the energy crisis in Pakistan, and would fulfil India’s need for new 
markets, and provide gas to areas of Afghanistan that currently do not have such access. Progress on 
the TAPI energy project is slowed by security constraints, political impediments, technical and monetary 
issues. 

The study suggests that there is a political will within the region for trade, investment and energy 
cooperation. However, there is a need to translate it into action through a systematic and engaged 
approach. Regional integration or trade relations cannot be analyzedin isolation, as several geo-
political and political economy factors also play a vital role to create an ecosystem for such relations. 
Trade and investment cooperation can be a catalyst in resolving regional differences and an opportunity 
for mutual benefits. The interdependence of regional states demands the political and social leaders to 
bring harmony and stability within the region.

Partners: Consumer Unity and Trust Society (CUTS) International, and Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
  (FES), India and Pakistan
Locale:  Islamabad
Status:  Completed

Speakers at a Symposium on “Trans-Boundary Cooperation in Energy Sector”
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The study recommended that involving private sector in the regional integration process can create a 
strong buy-in for regional initiatives. The private sector in the region has the capacity to share the burden 
of capital spending towards such cross-country programmes. The looming trust deficit, a major barrier 
to regional integration, can be resolved through liaison of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), media 
organizations, academia, and chambers of commerce and industries. This can go a long way in finding 
new constituencies of peace in this region. Consumers are one of the key sufferers of non-cooperation 
within the region, as it directly affects the consumer welfare cost. The consumer perspective should be 
taken into account when negotiating trade, investment and energy sector integration.

Focal Person:
Saad Shabbir, Project Associate, saad@sdpi.org

d. Pakistan: Economic Cooperation with Afghanistan and Central Asia

This project is being executed at a point when both governments (Afghanistan and Pakistan) have vowed 
to pursue trade and investment cooperation and link these efforts with the wider politico-economic 
developments in Central Asia. These developments include recent initiatives such as Central Asia South 
Asia (CASA), Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation, Heart of Asia Process, New Silk Road 
Initiative (SRI) and summits organized by SAARC and Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). 

The objective of the study is to analyze economic opportunities and major challenges in post 2014 
Afghanistan and their impact on Pakistan and other actors in Central Asia. The term “actors” here is 
not limited to states or their institutions. The study also look into the efforts of multilateral organizations 
and the private sector in the region and review estimates from recent studies highlighting expected 
changes in Afghanistan-Pakistan commercial and transit (commercial & non-commercial) trade flows 
following International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) drawdown in Afghanistan. Furthermore, it aims 
at reviewing current arrangements and future possibilities of strengthening bilateral trade arrangements/
agreements between Afghanistan and Pakistan. For this purpose, survey with firms, chambers, and local 
officials will be conducted to gather data.

Federal Minister for Commerce Engineer Khurram 
Dastgir Khan speaks at a Symposium on 

“Trans-Boundary Cooperation in Energy Sector”

Faheem Sardar, Chief Executive Officer Askari 
Securities Limited, speaks at a Symposium on 

“Trans-Boundary Cooperation in Energy Sector”

Partners: World Bank, Institute of Management Sciences Peshawar, Ministry of Finance, Ministry
  of Commerce, and Afghanistan Information Management Services
Locale:  Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Status:  Ongoing
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So far, the study found that in the post NATO exit milieu, any disturbance that deteriorates the political 
relations between Afghanistan and Pakistan will result in reduction of the formal bilateral trade, reduced 
commercial transit, possible increase in IDPs and refugees flowing from Afghanistan to Pakistan, and 
a rise in terror threat to the Pakistani population neighboring Afghanistan. As we will show later that 
many have come out of chronic and transient poverty as a result of increased trade with Afghanistan, 
however under the scenario where NATO cargo is finished and there is a reduction in formal trade (if 
any) this population is poised to slip below the poverty line. It is against this idea that we aim to analyze 
the impact of Afghanistan transition on the economy of Pakistan, Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
in particular. 

Focal Person: 
Saad Shabbir, Project Associate, saad@sdpi.org

e. Understanding Non-Tariff Barriers between India and Pakistan

The aim of the research is to understand Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs) between India and Pakistan, 
and gathering information on potential trade for ‘textile and textile products’ and ‘agricultural and 
horticulture items. The study also looks at the trade potentials for opening 182 items of India and 
224 items of Pakistan concerning textile and textile products from sensitive lists, and also 78 textile 
items from the negative list of Pakistan.  This perception survey was conducted in 2014 in some select 
areas, including Lahore, Faisalabad, Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Muzaffarabad (Chakothi), and Rawalakot. 
Some 102 interviews were conducted with importers, exporters, freight forwarder, customs’ agents and 
government official. 

The survey was conducted at a time when there were incidents of clashes on the Line of Control and 
the working boundary of Pakistan, and India. The survey highlights that the recent boarder firings 
discouraged traders to carry out their activities. More than 90% traders felt that conflicts on the border 
would severely affect bilateral trade. 

There are three land routs used for trading. They are: Wagah (Lahore), Chakothi (Muzaffarabad), and 
Tittri Note (Rawalakot). Currently, only Wagah border is used for bilateral trade. Traders preferred land 
route to rail due to delays at dry ports, insufficient rail network and unnecessary inspection of goods. 

Trade between India and Pakistan can be initiated through Hussainiwala (Ferozpur)-Ganda SinghWala 
(Kasur), Fazilka-Sahiwal and Munabao (Rajasthan)-Khokhrapar (Sindh). The traders in Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir were of the view that both countries should allow bilateral trade in Kashmir, as this will 
significantly increase the quantum of trade between the two countries.

Focal Persons: 
Dr Shehryar Toru, Research Fellow, shehryar_toru@hotmail.com
M. Sohaib, Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, sohaib@sdpi.org 
M. Hamza Abbas, Project Associate, hamza@sdpi.org

Partner: Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial Development (CRRID), India
Locale:  Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Faislabad, Gujranwala, Sialkot, Qasur and Rawalakot
Status:  Completed
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f. Sustainable Development Investment Portfolio

Regional cooperation seems to be the only solution to improve the grim situation of depleting resources 
in South Asia. The benefits from such cooperation will include: economies of scale, resolving trans-
boundary trade issues, regional infrastructure and other cross-border issues and management of shared 
natural resources. Therefore, it is imperative to secure food, water and energy securities in South Asia 
through a sustainable development approach focusing on regional co-operation in trans-boundary 
resource management and knowledge sharing.

The project, Sustainable Development Investment Portfolio (SDIP), brings together partner organizations 
from India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, and Pakistan to achieve its goals. The project aims at undertaking 
policy research, CSO mapping and outreach, media mapping and outreach, policy advocacy and 
policy dialogues. SDPI will be analyzing policy implications on SDIP thematic areas: food, water and 
energy along with providing support and specialized local advice on other dimensions. SDPI will assist 
other partners in data collection from Pakistan for the “Diagnostic study” to be conducted in the later 
stages of the project. Qualitative interviews were conducted in Sukkur, Rahim Yar Khan & Islamabad with 
the following stakeholders, including public agency/ government officials, research council, academia, 
private players, farmers, women SHGs, and civil society.

The first phase of programme is to expand networks throughout the region by linking itself with relevant 
strategic partners, conducting policy research on SDIP issues. During phase II, the consortium will 
engage in policy advocacy and will disseminate information gathered in the phase-I. The last phase will 
focus on high-level policy dialogues at local, sub-national, national and regional levels to influence 
change and enhance regional cooperation in South Asia.

Focal Person: 
Anam A. Khan, Research Associate, anam@sdpi.org 

3. Making Growth Sustainable 
a. Environmental Regulations and Compliance in Textile Processing Sector of Pakistan

The textile processing industry in Pakistan discharges significant amount of wastewater into inland 
waters and sea. During the mid-90s, SDPI assisted the government in formulating comprehensive 
environmental legislations and detailed National Environmental Quality Standards (NEQs) in order to 
tackle the environmental problems related to industrial pollution. 

In this regard, SDPI conducted a study to understand whether and how well existing environmental 
rules and regulation apply to the textile sector and know the challenges faced by the government in 
implementing the existing laws. The research gauged water pollution levels owing to the discharge of 
liquid effluents by firms in the textile sector and the level of their compliance with the regulations. It also 
highlighted the possible role of non-regulatory measures in environmental protection. 

A detailed survey was carried out in 70 large, medium and small textile processing firms, which were 

Partners: Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS), India; Institute for Regulation and Competition  
  (CIRC), India; Unnayan Shamannay, Bangladesh; South Asia Watch on Trade,
  Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Nepal; and SNV, Bhutan
Locale:  South Asia
Status:  Ongoing

Partner: South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE)
Locale:  Faisalabad
Status:  Completed
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randomly selected from a list provided by Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FCCI). 
These member firms of FCCI are also registered with Security and Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP). In the first phase, the case study approach (key informant interviews of 10 firms, i.e. 6 large, 3 
medium and 1 small) was adopted for the research. The 2nd phase comprised econometric analysis of 
the primary data collected from 60 select firms (18 large and 42 medium) in three locales of Faisalabad 
and Khurrianwala.

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) discourages the use of groundwater and regulates all large, 
medium, and small textile processing firms to install effluent treatment technologies. The pressure of 
the international customers is a driving force for the exporting (large) firms in Pakistan to comply with 
the regulations. Large firms, which are inspected once a year, show higher compliance rate with higher 
level of awareness. 

On the contrary, there are firms and communities that are less concerned about the environmental 
impact of pollution. In this regard, the pressure for compliance from the community and media also stays 
meager. Although the environment-related bodies conduct regular meetings, seminars and awareness 
campaigns to educate both firms and labour, they have no authority to compel the firms for compliance 
with environmental regulations. 

A number of institutional deficiencies are also a reason and hindrance in the proper enforcement 
and implementation of regulations. These include the nominal fines charged to the firms due to non-
compliance with the environmental regulations and low human resource available at EPA for monitoring 
the firms. The EPA does inspect and take actions against non-compliant industries through legal 
proceedings in local high courts and environmental tribunals, the fines appear to be too low to change 
the behavior of firms. 

The study recommended that the government should create a ranking system for the firms based on 
the impact they generate on the environment. This may provide an incentive to firms to improve their 
environmental performance.

Figure 2: SANDEE Project Field Survey Locations in Faisalabad City and Khurrianwala
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Focal Person: 
Dr Vaqar Ahmad, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org

E. Peace and Conflict Resolution 
Peace is considered a pre-requisite for sustainable development. SDPI considers it important to analyze 
different prevalent conflicts and study their impact on markets, livelihood and education, and across-
gender. It has also been very active in analyzing the role of different stakeholders, including youth 
in conflict resolution.  Markets and livelihood in conflict and crisis situation was studied. Moreover, 
alternate dispute resolution systems and their workability were also analyzed through various studies 
along with the role of youth. Given below are some of the projects carried out during 2014 that 
primarily dealt with the role of stakeholders and impact of conflict on markets and livelihood (discussed 
in livelihood section).

a. Alternate Dispute Resolution
Under the AAWAZ voice and accountability programme, SDPI completed rapid surveys on the state 
of alternative dispute resolution mechanisms across several districts in Punjab and KP. The interface 
of informal mechanisms of conflict resolution with formal justice methods were also studied through a 
qualitative approach. A core objective of this study included analysis of the extent of inclusiveness and 
representativeness of ADR forum.  

Focal Persons:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Asif Saeed Memon, Associate Research Fellow, asifmemon@sdpi.org

b. Role of Youth in Peace Building

Under the AAWAZ voice and accountability programme, SDPI conducted a detailed study on the ‘Role 
of Youth in Mitigating Local Conflicts’. The main objectives of this study were to identify the key success 
determinants of youth mobilization, study specific approaches to volunteerism, cultural mobilization 

A common drainage constructed by firms on Khurrianwala Road, March, 2014

Partners: Department for International Development (DFID) through Development Alternatives 
  Incorporated (DAI)
Locale:  Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Punjab
Status:  Completed
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Partners: Overseas Development Institute (ODI ), UK, and Institute of Business Administration 
  (IBA), Sukkur, Pakistan
Locale:  Sukkur, Shikarpur and Jacobabad
Status:  Ongoing

and employment strategies devised by youth-centric civil society organizations. It further explored 
the effectiveness of youth-led efforts in mitigating local conflicts. Identification of factors that ensure 
sustainability and up-scaling potential of youth-led conflict mitigation efforts across the Punjab and KP 
provinces was also done.

Focal Persons:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Asif Saeed Memon, Associate Research Fellow, asifmemon@sdpi.org

c. Market and Resilience in Crises and Transitions

The aim of this research study is to understand markets in crises as an important institution and not just 
an aid vehicle. At the crisis-affected places, the terms and opportunities that different people face in 
markets are rarely, if ever, determined simply by rules of free market economics.  Since market outcomes 
are a significant determinant of livelihood outcomes, understanding how crises affect markets and its 
relations is critical to understanding livelihoods and humanitarian (and, in the long-term developmental) 
outcomes. Market conditions and relations may be changed by external interventions. Understanding 
the many ways in which this occurs may allow greater attention in the design of interventions. Moreover, 
it will also be helpful in knowing the ways in which the provision of humanitarian assistance can affect 
markets either positively or negatively, both in direct ways and also by affecting wider social and power 
relations. Better understanding also opens up greater possibilities for deliberate intervention in crisis 
response, where market dynamics that may help build resilience of particular populations can be 
identified. 

In other words, the impact of crisis and aid on people’s resilience is affected both by the resilience of 
market (i.e. it’s continued functioning) and by the ‘resilience’ of people’s relationship to the market.  
Hence, there is a need to extend the market analysis beyond the traditional approaches of economists. 
SDPI in this regard designed a study to analyze the following major questions via key informant in-depth 
interviews with traders, local district officials, households and Civil Society Organizations.

1. How markets and businesses adapt during crises and what determines their ability to function 
through crises?

2. How do relations of power and institutional factors affect the way in which people are treated by 
and engaged in markets during and immediately following crises?

3. What influences the extent to which people derive resilience, or become vulnerable, as a result of 
market activity during crises?

4. How does humanitarian aid affect markets in crises, and what impact does this have on different 
households? 

Focal Person: 
Saad Shabbir, Project Associate, saad@sdpi.org
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F. Sustainable Livelihood
Reducing vulnerabilities and enhancing resilience is a must for sustainable livelihoods. SDPI has been 
conducting empirical research not only to come up with recommendations to strengthen livelihood 
assets but also to foster a socio-political and socio-economic conducive environment where these assets 
may be turned into livelihood activities. Most of the research on livelihood issues has been carried out 
under SDPI’s flagship partnership with Swiss academic institutes under a 12-year program, National 
Centre for Competence in Research (NCCR). NCCR is in its last year now and SDPI’s work on livelihood 
issue is gradually expanding.

We believe that livelihood sustainability is a must for achieving social sustainability, for an effective 
and positive societal transformation for ensuring food security (socio-economic access to food) and for 
curbing militancy. Currently, SDPI’s researchers are working on the following dimension of sustainable 
livelihoods.

a. Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC)

The Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC) is a six-year global research programme which 
focuses on livelihoods, basic services and social protection in conflict-affected situations. It has been 
established with the aim of strengthening the evidence base and informing policy and practice around 
livelihoods and services in conflict around seven countries, including Afghanistan, Pakistan, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, the Democratic Republic of Congo, South Sudan, and Uganda. Globally SLRC research agenda 
comprises three core themes, developed over the course of an intensive one-year inception phase.

1. State legitimacy: experiences, perceptions and expectations of the state and local governance in 
conflict-affected situations

2. State capacity: building effective states that deliver services and social protection in conflict-affected 
situations

3. Livelihood trajectories and economic activity under conflict

SLRC’s Pakistan research programme aims to address the knowledge gaps by generating robust and 
usable evidence that will help inform livelihoods policy and programming in KP, and perhaps further 
afield. The programme is guided by three research themes:

1. Compound crises and shifting trajectories: Tracking the livelihood outcomes of conflict and flooding 
in northwest Pakistan

2. The challenges of return: (Re)Building resilient livelihoods

3. Effectiveness issues: The role of aid programming in processes of recovery

At the heart of SLRC’s research is a panel survey on livelihoods and access to services, which explores 
experiences, perceptions and expectations of the state and local governance in crisis hit areas. First 
round of Survey was carried out in selected Union Councils of Swat and Lower Dir Districts in KP with 
2114 households in last quarter of 2012. A report based on survey results has been published. 

SDPI team carried out a qualitative survey (by using Focus Group Discussions, In-depth and Key Informant 
interviews) to understand relevance of aid interventions aimed at supporting livelihoods in Post-conflict 
situation in Swat and Lower Dir. A report based on these findings was also published. 

Partners: Department for International Development (DFID) and Overseas Development Institute
  (ODI), UK
Locale:  Lower Dir and Swat
Status:  Ongoing
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The findings from the survey show that around 90% of households in Swat and even more in Lower 
Dir had been displaced during conflict. Farming is the most prevalent livelihood activity followed by 
overseas labour and non-agriculture-based labour. However, overseas labour (remittances) is the 
primary income source for the majority of households. There was a drastic reduction in most livelihood 
activities during the conflict period. About 50% of households depend on a single livelihood source. 
Households with higher average education tend both to be less food insecure and to own more assets. 
Experience of shocks is positively correlated with asset ownership, but the number of shocks experienced 
by a household is significantly and positively associated with food insecurity. Fifth, in terms of access 
to livelihoods assistance, a positive correlation between access to livelihood assistance and both asset 
ownership and greater food security was found.

The report identified areas where immediate attention is required to improve the livelihoods in the crisis-
hit area of Swat and Lower Dir districts. 

Developing capacity: Developing Capacity is at the core of SLRC’s approach to conducting high 
quality research. One student from Pakistan is completing PhD under this program. Whereas two 
researchers working on the project have received training on academic writing and output mapping. 

SLRC pays particular attention to mainstreaming gender throughout its work. One member of Pakistan 
SLRC research team is on SLRC gender task team and has reviewed two research reports by using 
gender lens during the year.

Focal Persons: 
Qasim Shah, Associate Research Fellow, qasim@sdpi.org
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org

b. Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC); Role of Migration as a 
Livelihood Strategy in Conflict Zones

The objective of the study was to consider the role of migration as a livelihood strategy in societies 
emerging from conflict and to provide an initial exploration of the links between migration and legitimacy 
of government in crisis situations. This study complemented the ongoing work carried out under Secure 
Livelihoods Research Consortium in Nepal and Pakistan. The study added value to the discourse of 
livelihoods and state legitimacy by providing an in-depth analysis of migration as a livelihood option. 
Migration has proven to be an important livelihood strategy in both Nepal and Pakistan. This was also 
highlighted in a baseline survey conducted initially to explore the links between migration and the 
state-building. For this study, we first extended quantitative analysis of the baseline survey data, which 
was complemented by in-depth interviews and secondary data analysis. By exploring migration as a 
livelihood strategy, particular emphasis was to find which social-economic groups and members within 
a household have access to migration and who are excluded and the reasons for their exclusion. It also 
addresses the question about the role of migration in the livelihood regeneration after conflict.

The proposed study was launched to look at international migration as a livelihood activity in crisis 
situation from a household perspective. Migrant households have been compared to non-migrant 
households in order to understand who migrates and who is unable to do so in conflict-affected situations 
and to understand the opportunities and barriers to international migration in the sample areas.

Partners: Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC) UK, Overseas Development Institute
  (ODI), UK and Nepal Centre for Contemporary Research (NCCR) Nepal
Locale:  Lower Dir and Swat
Status:  Ongoing
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The study found that despite the huge financial (and sometimes physical) costs involved, international 
labour migration is seen as a viable and obvious livelihoods option for those in our case study areas, 
largely due to the perceived scarcity of other opportunities.  Both case studies revealed an increase 
in migration flows after conflict. Structural factors – such as under-investment in local markets and 
the global demand for cheap, disposable labour – play an important part in driving migration across 
borders. The process of actually getting from one country to another comprises layers of formality and 
layers of informality. Official state migration channels exist, and attempts are made to formally outsource 
parts of the bureaucratic machinery around emigration to various non-state or quasi-state actors, 
but international out-migration from our case study areas largely still happens through personalized 
networks and connections. It is abundantly clear from our research – and much other existing work – 
that migration produces wide-ranging effects beyond the material and financial which are felt not just 
by the migrants but also those they leave behind: family members and wider communities.

The study briefly draws out a number of policy implications as to  how governments and other development 
agencies can more effectively support the livelihoods of households in crisis-affected areas by ‘investing 
in local employment and markets, reducing the excess costs involved in migration, enforcing existing 
state regulation, and reducing information asymmetries.

Focal Persons: 
Qasim Shah, Associate Research Fellow, qasim@sdpi.org
Dr Babar Shehbaz, Visiting Research Fellow, babar@sdpi.org

G. Food Security
The term food security reflects the desire to eliminate hunger and malnutrition. The World Food Summit 
in 1996 defined food security as “when all people at all times have physical and economic access to 
sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet the dietary needs and food preferences for an active and 
healthy life.” This definition implies that food security has three pillars, i.e. physical availability of food, 
socio-economic access to food and food absorption. Health, sanitation and clean drinking water are 
must for food absorption. SDPI’s stance is that food (in) security should be considered as one of the non-
traditional security threats. Right to food is one of the basic rights of citizens of Pakistan, and one needs 
to think of food security beyond production & stocks of wheat available in Pakistan.

Researchers at SDPI have been working on issues of food security and food sovereignty since World Food 
Summit in 1996. In 2003, SDPI carried out a district ranking of Pakistan on the basis of food security in 
collaboration with the United Nations (UN) World Food Program (WFP) and concluded that 37.6% of 
rural population in Pakistan was food insecure. In 2009, intensive research was carried out to determine 
the impact of global food crisis of 2008 on food inflation in Pakistan. It was concluded that the food 
crisis in Pakistan was more of a governance crisis and there was very little impact of the global food crisis 
in Pakistan. Research was carried out to understand food security in the year 2010 too. SDPI pioneered 
the work of ranking of districts of Pakistan on the basis of food insecurity titled: “Food Insecurity in 
Pakistan”. It was an update of SDPI’s earlier report of 2003, which was carried out in collaboration with 
UN World Food Program & Swiss Agency for Development & Cooperation. SDPI while continuing its 
efforts on food security was able to make a policy dent whereby ministry of national food security and 
research was established at the federal level on the recommendation of SDPI. SDPI also advocated in 
approval for “Zero-Hunger” programme which was launched with the aim to eradicate food insecurity 
and malnutrition. In 2013, SDPI in collaboration with WFP, FAO and Government of Pakistan launched 
third study on District Food Security Ranking in Pakistan. 
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a. Food Security in South Asia: Challenges and Opportunities with the 
Perspective of Pakistan

SDPI is working with the UNESCAP’s initiative on food security aimed at gauging the current status of 
food security in South Asia. It also aims at devising a way forward in order to achieve the MDGs on 
food security. SDPI is conducting research study in Pakistan where it will analyze the current food security 
situation in Pakistan, institutional framework relating to food security in Pakistan and region, and present 
recommendations to tackle the challenge collectively at regional level.

Focal Persons:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org
Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Senior Research Associate, sramay@sdpi.org

H. Promoting Sustainable Societies 
SDPI believes in inclusive development and improvement in the standard of living of masses. In this 
regard, it analyses and studies the role of different actors and factors that can influence the sustainability 
of development in a society. Urbanization due to a gap between “haves and have-nots” (in urban 
and rural context) is one such factor that burdens the service delivery such as education and health 
services. Moreover, the awareness level of the masses regarding their rights plays vital role in making the 
service delivery robust. The overall development in an urban area can be jeopardized in the absence of 
sustainable town planning and other urbanization policies thus giving rise to development of peri-urban 
areas. Besides, the private sector can also play a significant role in social and societal development. 
To understand multifaceted and multidimensional nature of sustainable societies, SDPI conducted the 
following research studies in year 2014. 

a. Study on the Status of Education and Health

After the 18th Amendment, health and education functions have been transferred to the provincial 
governments. However, the Federal Government continues to fund for the vertical health and population 
welfare programmes that are implemented at the sub-national level. Similarly, the federal government 
also provides funds to provincial universities (tertiary education). In addition, the federal government 
also spends money on federal schools and colleges that are scattered throughout the country, and 
on federally controlled primary and tertiary health care organizations. An in-depth analysis of vertical 
programmes will be required. 

The study provides a mapping of health and education perspectives across manifestos of winning parties, 
legislation and policies introduced and budget allocations/disbursements.  

Focal Persons:
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Dr Shehryar Toru, Research Fellow, shehryar_toru@hotmail.com
Rabia Mazoor, Research Assistant, rabia_ch@live.com

Partner: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific (UNESCAP)
Locale:  Pakistan
Status:  Ongoing

Partners: Department for International Development  (DFID) through Development Alternatives
  Incorporated (DAI)
Locale:  Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Punjab
Status:  Completed
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b. Legislative Gaps in Health Sector; Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs)

The aim of this research is to provide the MDGs Task Forces on legislative provisions of MDGs-4, 5, 6 
and an analysis of the implications of weak laws or absence of them. The key objectives of this research 
are: a) to provide the MDGs Task Forces with knowledge about the existing legislative provisions covering 
areas related to Goal-4, 5, 6 of MDGs; b) to analyze the implications of weak laws or absence of them; 
and c) to provide MDGs Task Forces an insight in new legislative requirements at provincial and federal 
levels necessary for the progress towards MDGs. 

Focal Person:
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org

c. Rural to Urban Transition and the Peri-urban Interface: Identifying 
Mapping and Understanding Peri-urban Areas in India and Pakistan

The growth of megacities across the Asian region has brought about expansion of peri-urban areas, 
transition zones where urban and rural activities are juxtaposed and landscape features are subject to 
rapid modifications induced by human activities. Peri-urban areas occupy large portions of national 
landscapes and are home to hundreds of millions of people. They face unique problems, including 
intense pressures on resources, slum formation, lack of adequate services such as water and sanitation, 
poor planning, and degradation of farmland. These areas face demands from users with contrasting 
lifestyles and conflicting interests that range from agriculture to residential, industrial and commercial 
and the development of green belts and nature reserves. The management of peri-urban areas is often 
neglected by both rural and urban administrations because they are located beyond administrative 
boundaries of cities in zones that are generally not identified as specific entities of planning. Considering 
the state of urban areas, SDPI along with researchers from India, conducted a study with the objective 
to specify the drivers and trajectories of peri-urbanization. 

A survey with a sample size of 270 households was conducted at 9 different locations of Lahore for 
the quantification of urbanicity. The data was collected using both qualitative, and quantitative tools 
like questionnaire based interviews, key informant interviews (KIIs), community mapping and in-depth 
interviews (IDIs). Based on the results from these tools, a “National Status Report” was produced. A cross-
border dialogue on peri-urbanization trends in India & Pakistan was held through video conferencing. 
Students and young researchers participated and presented in the event. A dissemination workshop 
was held in Hyderabad, India, in which policy makers, media representatives and experts from both the 
countries participated.

It was found that peri-urban areas in Pakistan are characterized by their poor sanitation and hygiene 
conditions, and a severe lack of infrastructural and institutional facilities. In both the countries, particular 
characteristics specific to peri-urban areas can be chalked out to create an index of urbanity. During the 
course of this research, it was observed that the needs and problems of peri-urban areas are different 

Partner: United Nations Development Program (UNDP)
Locale:  Federal and Provincial Capital
Status:  Completed

Partners: East West Centre Honolulu, Hawaii, South Asian Consortium for Inter Disciplinary  
  Water Resources  (SACI Waters), Hyderabad, India
Locale:  Lahore
Status:  Completed
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from urban and rural areas. Policy makers and city planners should take them separately. Furthermore, 
the dynamics of peri-urban areas are changing constantly and growing rapidly, they should be brought 
to attention on immediate basis.

Focal Persons: 
Qasim Shah, Associate Research Fellow, qasim@sdpi.org 
Anam A. Khan, Research Associate, anam@sdpi.org 
Safyan Kakakhel, Research Assistant, safyank@hotmail.com 
Haider Abbas, Project Assistant, haider@sdpi.org

d. Corporate Social Responsibility

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) practices focus upon business to work towards public interest by 
development and contribution to the growth of community. Its activities emphasize upon creating market 
opportunities for disadvantaged groups of the society by providing technical assistance, expertise and 
promoting capacity development. Moreover, CSR practices strive to change market ethos in favour of 
stakeholder at the bottom of supply chain by ensuring that all stakeholders understand and are aware of 
business case of CSR and long-term sustainability it bring to the business. It focuses on promoting good 
governance in economically self-sustaining models of business development.

The purpose of this project was to contextualize CSR in Pakistan by encouraging business to act 
responsible and take accountability for the impact of their interventions on society and environment. 

The activities included formation of South Asian Network for Sustainability, Accountability, and 
Responsibility (SANSAR) for the implementation of CSR practices in Pakistan, development of standard 
operational procedures for the implementation of CSR practices in Pakistan, articulation of policy briefs 
and newspaper articles,  production of talk shows on CSR via SDPIs web based SDTV, dissemination 
of the study findings to create awareness among society about CSR interventions, and a countrywide 
campaign to raise awareness.

CSR is an emerging concept in Pakistan. The potential for CSR in Pakistan automatically calls for a 
greater role of large businesses in addressing the issues faced by the societies they operate in. The trend 
for CSR related activities is increasing, both in terms of more companies developing CSR policies and 
investing in increasing percentages of gross sales to community service and sustainable development.

A narrow minded vision, targeting short-term profits and due to lack of awareness, business in the area 
believes that CSR is a financial burden. As many businesses prefer to donate and engage in philanthropic 
work but hesitates to research and plan a CSR program for social/community development.

Focal Persons: 
Qasim Shah, Associate Research Fellow, qasim@sdpi.org
Anam A. Khan, Research Associate, anam@sdpi.org 
Haider Abbas, Project Assistant, haider@sdpi.org

Partners: Oxfam-Novib (Netherlands), Prakruthi (India), and Corporate Social Responsibility 
  (CSR) Center, Bangladesh
Locale:  Pakistan
Status:  Completed
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I. Gender
SDPI firmly believes that to foster social development in order to catalyze the societal need for social 
justice & wellbeing across generations, it is extremely important to carry out research on issues at the 
foundation of gender exclusion and gender disparities. SDPI has always been at the forefront to turn 
its research on gender issues into effective policy advocacy campaigns. Although a deliberate effort is 
made to include gender as a cross cutting theme in all research being carried out at SDPI, yet there are 
certain dedicated projects and researches that SDPI researchers focused on during 2014. Some of them 
include the following.

a. Providing Safer District to Women; Situational Analysis of Sexual 
Violence in Dera Ghazi Khan and Muzaffargarh

Gender Based Violence (GBV) in Pakistan is prevalent in various forms, and among them sexual 
violence is rampant in the country. In Pakistan, many manifestation of sexual violence prevail, however, 
owing to the cultural and social reasons these are hardly reported thus the women suffer in silence. 
Sexual violence results in serious health implications for the victims (WHO report 2010). Incest, street 
harassment, trafficking, prostitution, force marriages (wani, watta satta, swara), child abuse, Intimate 
Partner Violence (IPV), work place sexual abuse/harassment (domestic workers, formal sector) and rape 
are some of the most commonly experienced forms of sexual violence in Pakistan. The annual report of 
Aurat Foundation on Violence against Women (VAW) illustrated two major forms, i.e. rape and sexual 
assault.

In order to tackle the issue, it’s important to understand and disseminate information about sexual 
violence among the masses on the basis of research representing the ground realities. Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute (SDPI) and International Alert in collaboration conducted research project 
to explore the trends of sexual violence in the two districts of Southern Punjab, i.e. Dera Ghazi Khan 
and Muzaffargarh. A background paper on VAW legislations in Pakistan was also drafted. The study 
aims at gauging the attitudes and perceptions of stakeholders and key informants on the current state 
and dynamics of sexual violence, role of stakeholders and the efficacy of law enforcement strategies 
in the two districts. For the purpose, both qualitative and quantitative research tools were used. Key 
informant interviews with district government representatives, law-enforcement agencies, civil society 
activists, media and lawyers were conducted. Similarly, Focus Group Discussions with community were 
also facilitated to gauge their perceptions about the issue.  

The findings of the perception study show that a large number of respondents attributed the deep-rooted 
feudal system and patriarchy culture restrict the accountability of such acts. In tribal areas of Dera Ghazi 
Khan, Watta Satta (exchange marriage) is one of the common cultural practices. These marriages are 
forced hence Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is very common. Sexual violence is a taboo hence it goes 
unreported due to the honor issue. Similarly, Muzaffargarh district demonstrates strong feudal culture 
where landlords, feudal lords, politicians and to some extent religious leaders are dominant hence 
women are subjugated to a large extent either in the name of culture or religion. The law-enforcement 
agencies are not functional in some tribal areas known as “no-go areas” therefore, the vulnerability and 
fragility increases in such situations.

Focal Persons: 
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, mome@sdpi.org
Seemi Bano, Project Associate, seemifarman@gmail.com 
Sadaf Liaquat, Research Assistant, sadaf@sdpi.org

Partner: International Alert
Locale:  Dera Ghazi Khan and Muzaffargarh
Status:  Completed
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b. Early and Forced Marriages in Post Disaster Situation

The research study is an account of forced and early marriages during disasters. Floods of 2010 and 
2011, and conflict and military operation in northern areas of Pakistan were selected as two disasters 
that caused large-scale displacements. The study was conducted in Jalozai camp in Peshawar city (KP), 
and Dera Ghazi Khan district (Punjab). SDPI took lead in the field research at Dera Ghazi Khan whereas 
the field work in Peshawar was conducted by a consultant hired by the NDMA. Although the timing of 
survey limited the access to victims yet it revealed certain trends. Key informants (KIs) were interviewed 
to find locale and also locate the victims. Besides, other research methods included Focus Group 
Discussions (FGDs), and household surveys.

Both man-made and natural disasters disrupt the socio-economic fabric of societies. In some cases, 
displacement is inevitable thus increasing the susceptibility to poverty, food insecurity and further 
marginalization of groups such as women. Protection issues come about as a threat to  women, including 
attempts of rape, harassment, kidnapping, etc. thus challenging the notion of honor as perceived by 
the traditional societies. Forced or early marriage of the girls in the family is one of such phenomena 
to reduce the family size in order to increase affordability. Moreover, famine bride is a phenomenon 
which was prevalent in Kenya after droughts whereby money is taken for the bride. There are other such 
practices found in other parts of the globe as well.

Early marriage is referred to a marriage before the legal age for marriage defined by the state. In most 
of the countries, the legal age for marriage is 18 years. Forced marriage on the other hand is a marriage 
without the consent of one or both the partners. Early marriage in many instances is forced. Reasons for 
the two patterns of marriage are primarily grounded in socio-cultural and economic reasons. Less size 
of the family is easy to afford. Moreover, females are considered to be an economic burden over the 
family due to their lack of education and cultural barriers they cannot add to family income. The two 
patterns have dire consequences for health of the female and the society as a whole. It violates human 
rights of women. Moreover, it also causes early pregnancy which harms the reproductive health as well 
as overall health of young women.   

In Pakistan, cultural practices such as exchange marriage, decision of marriage at the time of birth 
and compromised marriages are manifestation of early and forced marriages. All the four provinces 
of Pakistan show high trends of forced marriages illustrated in a study by Sahil, an NGO. Disasters 
further exacerbate these reasons by increasing the poverty and also vulnerability of women to sexual 
harassment, violence and kidnapping. However, the disasters also open up an opportunity to challenge 
the status quo of the traditional societies thus leaving a room for intervention that can help change 
harmful traditional practices by means of spreading awareness, etc. Floods of 2010 and conflict in 
KP not only exacerbated but also highlighted the issues of economic burden and protection of young 
women. The research reveals that at both places the culture in the community did not allow free mobility 
of women. Education levels among women were poor in both the places. Moreover, women had less 
decision-making power except for those that concerned minor issues within the household. Marriage 
was among the big decisions taken by men alone with very minor instances where elder women of the 
household were also involved in the decision-making. 

Post disaster trend of both marriage patterns decreased according to the respondents (80%) of Jalozai 
camp. The reasons stated include awareness about the legal and medical consequences of such 
marriages. On the contrary, 40% of respondents from Dera Ghazi Khan considered it to have increased 
owing to the protection issues faced by women and increased poverty. Families adapted to the lack of 

Partner: National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Government of Pakistan
Locale:  Peshawar and the Punjab
Status:  Completed
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protection provided by the government by marrying off their daughters. However, 20% also believed 
that media reporting increased accountability and awareness among people hence discouraging such 
practices. 

The general view about the two patterns of marriage among the respondents was negative. They 
discouraged the practices and requested for robust awareness raising to curb the issue. The findings 
reveal that the issue is of mindset, which is reinforced through channels of society/culture and also 
education. Gender inequality makes women vulnerable to violence and also discrimination. The social 
structure is based on patriarchal mindset that leaves no room for women to progress hence leaving them 
behind all spheres of life. At home, they lack decision power and are also considered economic burden 
owing to their lack of access to the income generating activities. The family honor is also associated to 
women and thus their protection is an ultimate responsibility perceived by the male of the family. 

The phenomena of forced and early marriage during disaster is not a phenomena well explored. There 
is a need to further explore it in Pakistan so as to better inform policy formulating. Besides, in Pakistan 
the legal age for marriage varies for male and female. There is a need to increase the age of girls by 
all provincial assemblies as done by Sindh assembly. Moreover, the frequent disasters and initiatives of 
NGOs and media have taken initiatives that can be evaluated to know their effectiveness and replicate 
at the national level.  

Focal Persons:
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, mome@sdpi.org
Muneeb Zahid, Project Assistant, muneeb@sdpi.org
Arsalan Maken, Project Assistant, arsalan@sdpi.org

c. Synthesis Report Violence against Women

There is a high prevalence level of Violence against Women (VAW) in Pakistan.  Traditionally, the society 
has condoned VAW and patriarchal cultural norms are deeply ingrained. Most widely documented 
forms of VAW include: verbal abuse, beating, sexual harassment, underage and forced marriages, 
trafficking, forced prostitution, murder (including in the name of honour), acid and stove burning, 
and bartering of girls for settling tribal disputes. This synthesis report encompasses major research 
work carried out under AAWAZ programme and was based on the baseline surveys, rapid survey 1, 
response fund studies and quarterly reports primarily addressing the key thematic areas that appear in 
programme outputs provided below:

1. Women better able to participate safely in politics and in public spaces at federal, provincial and 
local levels in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab

2. Citizens and communities better able to resolve disputes peacefully, and work together for common 
solutions in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Punjab

3. Women and other excluded groups better able to demand improved delivery of services in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and the Punjab

Focal Persons:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive director, suleri@sdpi.org
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Asif Memon, Assistant Research Fellow, asifmemon@sdpi.org

Partners: Department for International Development (DFID) through Development Alternatives 
  Incorporated (DAI)
Locale:  Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Punjab
Status:  Completed
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J. Celebrating Religious Diversity
SDPI has been in the forefront on advocating the issues of religious communities and voice for increase 
of religious harmony in Pakistan. The social, economic, political and civic rights of religious minorities 
are threatened owing to some structural issues and societal traditional thinking. Despite having 
eight religions, Pakistan has not been able to provide safe and secure environment for the religious 
communities especially non-Muslims. SDPI is working on a long- term project to help bring to limelight 
the contributions of minorities in nation building, and their appalling status in the society.  Following are 
the details of the research study and other activities conducted to spread awareness and advocate for 
human rights of religious communities in Pakistan.

a. Promoting Freedom of Belief

The study aims to find the international framework and mechanisms that exist to protect religious freedom 
and evidence of Pakistan’s commitments to these framework and mechanisms. The study discusses the 
importance of awareness among minorities in Pakistan about international frameworks, their rights 
to religious freedom and their real time experience about the freedom of belief in Pakistan. It further 
discusses the understanding of Pakistan’s majority community as well as the country’s obligations to 
protect religious freedom. 

Primary data was collected from different areas of Pakistan. Key informants of the study include religious 
minorities, government officials, civil society organizations, political leaders, journalists, and social 
activists.  

The programme offered opportunities for trainings based on the objective of bringing wider improvement 
in the status of religious communities through mindsets change. Online training course was offered where 
participants were selected from various backgrounds. The content of the training was also available in 
Urdu. Training of Hazara community on religious freedom was held in Lahore. The training contents 
included domestic and international laws pertaining to religious freedom, peace building, advocacy 
and non-violent ways of conflict resolution. Besides, the project also engaged the wider community 
through public seminars and university lectures on the plight of minorities, radicalism in Pakistan, role 
of civil society and youth.

A film is also in the making to highlight the status of religious freedom in Pakistan among various 
religious communities. Moreover, a report based on the survey will be launched in December 2014.

Focal Persons: 
Ahmed Salim, Senior Researcher, asalimkhawaja@gmail.com
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, mome@sdpi.org  
Dr Humaira Ishfaq, Research Fellow, jahanzad1@yahoo.com

K. Education
We firmly believe that literacy is one of the prerequisite for transition to sustainable development. It is 
in this context that education has always remained a major research and advocacy theme of our work. 
A few years ago, our work, The Subtle Subversion: The State of Textbooks and Curricula   in Pakistan’ 
created ripples whereby SDPI researchers pointed out discriminatory material against non-Muslims in 
Pakistani textbooks. That work was followed by the ‘Review of Pakistan National Education Policy: Civil 

Partner: Minority Rights Group International, United Kingdom (UK)
Locale:  Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Punjab
Status:  Ongoing
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Society’s perspective’. Keeping the traditional alive of innovation in idea, SDPI started programmes with 
the objective of public accountability of education sector and ranking districts on the basis of education 
performance. As always, SDPI researchers continued to contribute policy research in the education 
sector during 2013-14. Some of the work on education by SDPI includes:

a. Alif Ailaan District Education Ranking

Alif Ailaan, a DFID-funded campaign, aimed at improving awareness about the education emergency 
in Pakistan and motivating action towards improving the education system. The word “Alif” is the 
first alphabet of Urdu, Arabic and Persian language. “Ailaan” means announcement. The symbolic 
importance of the title of this programme is “to announce the change though literacy”. 

Alif Ailaan district ranking project used statistics and data to inform stakeholders in education sector 
and general public about the state of education in Pakistan. The findings helped initiate a dialogue on 
the best ways to improve education standards. A national district-wise ranking of education levels was 
designed using national datasets from the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Academy of Educational Planning 
and Management and Idara-e-Taleemo-Aagahi. There are 146 districts in total, as all districts of FATA, 
Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad Jammu Kashmir are included. Each district is scored out of 100. There are two 
rankings, an education index and a school index.  The education index measures quality of education 
and is based on access to education, attainment levels (surviving till 5th grade), achievement levels 
(reading and math ability) and gender parity.  The schools index measures the quality of infrastructure 
available to students, and is based on availability of electricity, running water, availability of toilets, 
availability of boundary walls and conditions of buildings.

The findings show that the overall state of education in the country is pretty poor. There is a room for 
improvement everywhere, but Balochistan, FATA and Sindh lag behind other regions. The Punjab has 
clearly varied performance on education indicators based on geographical region with Northern, Central 
and Southern belts performing well, average and poor respectively. While school space is important to 
absorb increased enrollment, it appears that infrastructure is a necessary, but not a sufficient condition 
for improvement in education standards. In this regard, the example of Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK) 
highlights that despite being lowest in school infrastructure quality, it is highest in education quality.

Focal Person: 
Asif Saeed Memon, Associate Research Fellow, asifmemon@sdpi.org 

b. Alif Ailaan Data Observatory

One of the themes of Alif Ailaan is the data and evidence component. Under this component, SDPI, as 
an implementing partner, is working on preparing “Alif Ailaan Data Observatory”. 

The observatory provides a nexus for the development of a national discourse around education data 
and evidence. Therefore, Alif Ailaan and SDPI aims to turn the online data observatory into a clearing 
house for data, news and research related to education in Pakistan.

Partners: Department for International Development  (DFID) through Transforming Education in 
  Pakistan (TEP)
Locale:  Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar and Quetta
Status:  Completed

Partners: Department for International Development (DFID) through Transforming 
  Education in Pakistan (TEP) and Open Knowledge Foundation, UK
Locale:  Khanewal and Vehari
Status:  Ongoing
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The objective of the Pakistan Data Portal is to create an online portal containing all relevant public 
education data in the country. The idea is also to make these data open source easy to access and use. 
The data is useful in informing the public about various aspects of educational landscape in Pakistan 
and influences the education data regime in the country. The medium-term objective for the Pakistan 
Data Portal is to become the main source of education data for all relevant stakeholders. The long-term 
objective is to expand further from education data and incorporate data on other sectors. A significant 
portion of this work, therefore, involves communication with stakeholders and the general public. 

At a later stage based on the data collected SDPI team will publish weekly and monthly blogs on 
education along with research papers. 

Focal Person:
Asif Saeed Memon, Associate Research Fellow, asifmemon@sdpi.org

c. Making Quality Education Accessible in Pakistan: A Social Accountability 
Perspective

The title of the project “Ilm Ideas” has been derived from the Urdu language which means “knowledge”.  
The project seeks innovative ideas to improve overall education in Pakistan. Therefore, believing in the 
idea that the quality of public service delivery is contingent upon communities’ active engagement with 
the service providers, SDPI designed social accountability interventions to improve access, availability, 
and quality of education at public schools in Khanewal and Vehari – two of the under developed 
districts from Southern Punjab. The objectives of the project included promotion of participatory school 
governance to enhance public school enrollment, control school dropouts, control teachers’ absenteeism, 
and to bridge gender and urban-rural gaps in the targeted public schools. The project helped in the 
revival of school management committees, setting up of accountability committees, implementation of 
citizen report card, awareness campaigns on the importance of education, increasing enrollment and 
controlling dropout rates at public schools, and reducing gender and urban-rural gaps.

The concept revolves around the promotion of awareness on the importance of education and peoples’ 
right to demand quality education under Article 25-A of the Constitution. The project also trained the 
communities on advocating and lobbying with their local political leadership for the provision of better 
public school infrastructure and on participatory school governance. Two surveys were conducted; a 
sample of 1440 respondents was taken for conducting the baseline survey of citizen report card, and 
for a follow-up survey, a sample of 360 citizen report card was selected. 

Partners: Department for International Development (DFID) through Ilm Ideas, Development 
  Alternatives incorporated (DAI)
Locale:  Khanewal and Vehari
Status:  Completed

Dr Shehryar Toru (Research Fellow SDPI) speaks at a panel on Ilm Ideas at the 16th SDC held in 2013
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Findings of the survey show that the Public School “dropouts” and incidents of “never enrolled” are 
rampant both in Khanewal and Vehari. The biggest reason behind low levels of enrollment in these 
areas is poverty, low awareness about the importance of education among parents, poor public school 
infrastructure, and poor quality of education provided at the public schools. SDPI intervention based 
on the idea of promotion of social accountability found that communities’ active involvement with 
education providers make huge difference. During the project life, SDPI along with public school 
teachers and local communities enrolled about 1500 “never enrolled” and “dropped out” children into 
public schools. The intervention also resulted in significant improvement in public school infrastructure 
and in bringing more transparency in public schools’ fund management.

SDPI research team conducts interview of the local school administration in one of the districts in Punjab

Muhammad Sohaib (SDPI M & E Officer) conducts a survey under the Ilm Ideas project
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Based on the findings, the project suggested that a public school education in Pakistan, especially in the 
Punjab is overly centralized, creating problems for the teachers and affecting quality of the education 
being delivered at the public schools. The education system should be decentralized at community 
level. Communities should be actively engaged in public school governance as it can create significant 
difference in terms of improving school infrastructure, controlling dropouts, improving enrollment and 
curbing teachers’ absenteeism. Poverty still remains to be one of the biggest reasons behind high 
dropouts and low enrollment in the targeted districts, incentivizing education in these districts for both 
boys and girls can create big difference in these areas.

Focal Persons:
Dr Shehryar Toru, Research Fellow, shehryar_toru@hotmail.com
Fayyaz Yaseen, Research Associate, fayyaz@sdpi.org
M. Sohaib, Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, sohaib@sdpi.org

L. Enhancing Research Culture
Besides policy research work, SDPI is also engaged in promoting research culture and investing in 
organizational capacity building in order to strengthen research contributions in Pakistan. In this 
regard, it not only produces knowledge on the subject, builds capacity of its own staff but also supports 
universities and other like-minded organizations thus extending cooperation through various MoUs with 
public and private universities in Pakistan. This year also it tried to make significant contributions towards 
strong research culture.

a. Understanding Think Tank-University Relationships in South Asia

The programme has been built on a growing body of literature on knowledge systems for public 
policy making in South Asia. It specifically attempted to theorize the complex and dynamic relationship 
between two supplier groups of policy research: think tanks and universities with the aim to identify 
the best practices through which external support strengthens both the groups of institutions. The study 
aims to provide a better understanding of the relationships between think tanks and universities in the 
South Asian knowledge environment and the ways in which externally provided support may affect these 
relationships. A report with the findings has been launched in Pakistan.

Focal Persons:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org
Arif Naveed, Senior Research Associate, arif.naveed@gmail.com

b. Think Tank Initiative-IDRC (Phase-I and Phase-II)

Think Tank Initiative (TTI) is a programme designed by International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) to strengthen the independent policy research organizations to become more influential and 
sustainable.

The rigorous course of selection process aims at helping organizations identify a long-term strategy to 
develop its own robust research agenda, improve key aspects of its organizational performance, and 
increase its ability to inform and influence policy. 

Partner: International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada
Locale:  India, Bangladesh and Pakistan 
Status:  Completed

Partner: International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada
Status:  Completed
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TTI helped SDPI embark on a long-term organizational development process and use the core funding 
and technical support to help place the institution on a transformational path. SDPI completed fourth 
and last year of TTI grant and was reselected for the next four years starting 2014 to 2019. Through TTI 
grant, it was able to carry out research on non-funded but highly relevant issues such as energy issues 
in Pakistan. It was again through TTI that SDPI was able to establish and successfully run the first online 
Television in development sector of Pakistan. TTI grant also helped SDPI senior researchers to spare time 
from project wise work and contribute in long-term policy support to public and private sector especially 
through its active engagement in different advisory council, steering committees and media. 

The 4th regional meeting of IDRC was held in Nepal early 2014, which brought about collective 
thinking on issues concerning think tanks around South Asia with regard to financial sustainability. 

Focal Persons: 
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, mome@sdpi.org 

(Left to Right) Asif Memon (SDPI), Roshni Allas (CEPA Sri-Lanka), Andrea Ordonez (Grupo Faro-Ecuador), 
Peter Taylor (IDRC Canada), Mome Saleem (SDPI) and Muhammad Yasin (SDPI) at a panel to discuss 

Think Tanks capacity building
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c. IDRC-SDPI Fellowships in Governance, Security and Justice in South 
Asia

International Development Research Centre (IDRC), in collaboration with Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, has launched Fellowships in Governance, Security and Justice in South Asia. The four-
year programme aims to support the students in South Asian countries, who plan to pursue their Masters, 
MPhil and PhD programmes in the fields of Governance, Security and Justice. The aim of this initiative 
is to build capacity in South Asia at the Masters and PhD levels thus making the students highly skilled 
professionals, policy makers, scholars and researchers on non-traditional security issues in the region. 
The programme supports research on a number of governance, security and justice sub-themes that 
have a multi-disciplinary focus and imply cross-border solutions. Students’ skills in research design, 
academic writing and research dissemination through workshop trainings are also built. Forums for 
students to network with peers, key professionals and institutions in the region are provided along with 
support in publishing research findings. 

In the first round, five fellows across South Asia were selected, and in the second round another 10 
fellows were selected as both MPhil and PhD fellows. The programme supports fellows by providing 
them a monthly stipend and tuition fee. Three of the fellows have completed their MPhil degrees and 
8 of the MS/MPhil fellows will complete their programmes by the end of this year. SDPI will organize a 
panel in the 17th Sustainable Development Conference in which MPhil fellows will present their research 
findings. 

Focal Persons: 
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, vaqar@sdpi.org
Muhammad Adnan, Research Assistant, madnan@dpi.org

Fellows of IDRC-SDPI Fellowship Programme pose for a group photograph with trainers after an interactive 
training workshop on “Advance Research Methods”

Partner: International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada
Locale:  South Asian Countries
Status:  Ongoing
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IDRC-SDPI Fellows during group work at the training 
workshop on “Advance Research Methods”

(Left to Right) Dr Rita Bowry (IDRC-TTI), Dr Vaqar Ahmad (SDPI), Peter Taylor (IDRC-TTI) and Dr Paul Mac Carthy 
at the roundtable on Governance, Peace and Justice in South Asia held under the 

IDRC-SDPI Fellowship Programme

IDRC-SDPI Fellows during the training workshop on 
“Advance Research Methods”
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d. Action Research and Organizational Capacity Building

Action research and Organizational Development (OD) is an 
approach to shape up methodological practices. Action research 
is a practice for the systematic development of knowing and 
knowledge, but based in a rather different form from traditional 
academic research.

Existing approaches, processes and technologies have failed to 
improve work performance, efficiency and effectiveness that led 
research into the socio-psychological factors of work processes 
or rather the human factors. Likewise, most Think Tank (TT) 
organizations are in need of undertaking OD. For instance, five TT 
from TTI cohort came together to implement an action research 
project on Organizational Capacity Building (OCB) from Latin 
America, Asia and Africa, such as IEA, Ghana; Grupo Faro, 
Ecuador; SDPI, Pakistan; CEPA, Sri Lanka; and IPAR, Rwanda. 
These five institutes chose to work on specific areas within their 
organizations in order to improve their overall organizational 
performance.

Best practices adopted by the five think tanks in the course of two 
years were identified and compiled in the form of a book. This 
would help in improving the overall OD through action research. Moreover, its compilation in the form 
of a book serves reference material for other TTs willing to improve their organizational capacities.  

Book compilation and publication: The book with action research findings was published. It has seven 
chapters illustrating the case studies of action research undertaken by the five partner institutes. The 
first chapter highlights and explains the processes that went into execution of action research. The 
last chapter analyses the common leanings and how can the OCB be further improved. The book is 
available at the SDPI website. 

Mome Saleem (SDPI) presents the book titled “Action 
Research and Organizational Capacity Building” to 

Dr Farooq Sattar (MQM MNA), in Karachi. Asif Memon 
(SDPI) is also seen 

Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakahel (SDPI), Dr Abid 
Suleri (SDPI), Moazzam Bhatti (SDPI),  and  Mome 

Saleem (SDPI) presents the book on “Action Research 
and Organizational Capacity Building” to Dr Iqrar, 

Ahmad, Vice-Chancellor, UAF

Partner: International Development Research Centre (IDRC) - Canada;
Locale:  Centre for Poverty Analysis (CEPA) Sri Lanka, Grupo Faro Ecuador, Institute of  
  Economic Affairs (IEA) Ghana, Institute of Poverty Analysis and Research (IPAR)  
  Rwanda and Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) Pakistan
Status:  Ongoing
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The book was launched in the provincial capitals of Sindh and the Punjab. A grand launch was also 
organized at the federal level. Eminent scholars and academia along with civil society participated in 
the event. Panels were comprised of policy makers and discussants along with the authors at the launch. 

Focal Persons: 
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, mome@sdpi.org
Asif Memon, Assistant Research Fellow, asifmemon@sdpi.org

M. Future Policy and Strategic Studies
Change is a permanent phenomenon in the global power structure. While going down in the recorded 
history, we see the rise and fall of world powers and empires, e.g. Greek, Roman, Muslim, and British. 
The most recent example of it is the US that is gradually losing its dominance in the world politics. 
Interestingly, with the change of global power structure, international norms and values are being 
redefined to suit the interests of new power players and structures. 

The incident of 9/11 and emergence of new economies after 2000 heralded a change in the dynamics 
of global power system.  The emergence of rapidly growing economies like China posed a serious 
question to the prevailing US hegemony on global governance system. Now, the emerging economies 
are constantly gaining visibility in international scenario. Moreover, war on terror and the situation 
emerged after the 9/11 attacks further exhausted the resources of the US and western countries. A 
change in the historic trend of dominance is soon dissipating, and it seems that the present system will 
be changed by a set of new players. Recent global incidents, e.g. Libyan and Syria crises, as well as a 
deal between Iran and major powers, have further strengthened this notion. Moreover, non-traditional 
security threats, e.g. cyber, organized crimes, climate change, etc. are also on the anvil. Prevailing 
situation and changing dynamics of global power structure has a direct and paramount relevance in 
the new world order.  

This scenario opens new avenues for research, ways of thinking and developing relations, and framing 
foreign policies. Seemingly, the present schools of thought are not fully equipped with the instruments to 
comprehend this emerging trend and its future needs. Therefore, there is a need to extensively explore 
the available domain of knowledge and developing new fields of interactions to secure the interests.

Developing countries and regions almost lack institutions, which can work on changed future scenario. 
In the backdrop SDPI has initiated a new study center, ‘Center for Future Policy and Strategic Studies 
(CFPSS)’. The objective is to provide independent policy advice on emerging future scenarios based on 
the quality research. Working on an issue that is often polarized and politicized, the CFPSS will provide 
a Platform for objective research and analysis to develop pragmatic policies and solutions.

Focal Person: 
Shakeel Ahmed Ramay, Senior Research Associate, sramay@sdpi.org

Figure 3: Areas of Study at the ‘Center for Future Policy and Strategic Studies (CFPSS)’
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Research Coordination Unit
One of the challenges of working in a trans-disciplinary research environment is to coordinate among 
and across different themes and teams. The Research Coordination Unit (RCU) takes care of this 
important aspect at SDPI. The RCU is the depository for all the current and ongoing research projects 
and studies undertaken by SDPI. It aims to expand the research capacity of individuals as well as the 
organization by building synergies across research units and reviewing their outputs. This is done via 
series of quarterly in-house Policy Research and Advocacy Meeting (PRAM) and weekly Brown Bag 
Research Meeting (BBRM). Moreover, consolidation and representation of work done by SDPI is also 
undertaken to help influence policy and create evidence literacy among the policy makers. Showcasing 
policy research work of SDPI in collaboration with advocacy outreach units and web section are also 
some of the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) of the Research Coordination Unit. 

The unit maintains institutional memory through compilation of institutional reports and annual report. 
Further it also coordinates for future planning through annual retreat and its follow-up. 

1. Annual Retreat 
Annual retreat within an organization is held to define the future goals and objectives while analyzing 
the previous work done while keeping in view the future scenarios.

The retreat 2014 was planned to revisit organizational strategy in line with the changing national, 
political and global development scenarios. Besides, it was also aimed at clearly making a roadmap for 
the next four years. The main objectives of the retreat are:

i. To analyze the achievements of SDPI in past 20 years and plan the future course of action

ii. To determine focus of future work related to policy research and advocacy at SDPI

iii. To analyze the changing political, economic, social and technological scenarios in the country in 
line with the work being undertaken by SDPI

2. Retreat Follow-up Coalition (RFC)
The retreat work plans were implemented via a Retreat Follow-up Coalition (RFC) headed by a senior 
advisor. RFC helped keep track of the progress made on the work plans. The unit heads are the part of 
RFC. This is a good tool of self-assessment and ongoing progress review.

3. Brown Bag Research Meeting (BBRM)
SDPI emphasizes on building capacity of its young researchers and encourages them to share new and 
dynamic ideas in the realm of public policy pertaining to sustainable development. BBRM is one such 
platform where research staff of SDPI sits together every Friday to share ideas and have intellectual, 
policy and academic debate.
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Researchers of SDPI during BBRM
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SECTION 4: 
MONITORING AND 
EVALUATION/SURVEY UNIT

SDPI’s reputation, which has been acquired after years of hard work, rests on its credible and actionable 
research that is impossible without credible and quality data. The unit operates around the following 
main objectives.

1. To collect credible and quality data , and  conduct customized  impact assessment and evaluation 
on behalf of SDPI

2. To assess and evaluate projects through field survey research

3. To advise and develop survey research design and instruments

4. To assist research staff  in proposal and report writing by giving technical inputs, particularly on 
research methodology

5. To hire qualified field researchers/enumerators for data collection, and to impart training to them 
on field implementation

6. To arrange logistics for field teams and manage field related finance

The above-mentioned objectives are attained via the following three main functions:

SDPI researchers conduct Focus Group Discussion with 
women in D.I. Khan on the issue of forced and early 

marriages

SDPI researchers, Arsalan Maken and Awais Bhatti, 
conduct Focus Group Discussion with men in D.I. Khan 

on the issue of forced and early marriages
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1. Survey 
Survey, Monitoring & Evaluation Unit supports SDPI in its research endeavors by providing technical 
expertise to research staff in survey designing, development of survey instruments for primary data 
collection, data management and analysis. Apart from credible and quality data, it is the unit staff, 
permanent as well as short-term field consultants, who represent SDPI outside by following the norms, 
values and standards of the institute in letter and spirit. The unit has its network of qualified field 
researchers/enumerators throughout the country for conducting field work for data collection. So far, the 
unit has also contributed in capacity building of thousands of young graduates in field survey research. 

This year also SDPI survey staff collected data from 56 districts across Pakistan on various themes, 
including political barometer, peace and conflict, education, service delivery, alternate dispute resolution 
so on and so forth. Detailed map of survey conducted in this year has been given on page   

2. Data Analysis
The unit uses latest softwares for analyzing both qualitative and quantitative data. N-Vivo and Stastical 
Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) are two main softwares used by the unit for the purpose.

3. Monitoring Services
The unit also takes over the task of Monitoring and Evaluation, which involves provision of M&E services 
to various projects and programmes. A dedicated team of monitoring officers and researchers trained 
in project evaluation and data analysis performs these functions.

Focal Persons: 
Dr Shehryar Toru, Research Fellow and Head of Survey Unit, shehryar_toru@hotmail.com
Syed Mohsin Ali Kazmi, Data Analyst, mohsinali@sdpi.org
Muhammad Sohaib, Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, sohaib@sdpi.org

SDPI researchers, Arsalan Maken and Awais Bhatti, 
conduct Focus Group Discussion with men in D.I. Khan 

on the issue of forced and early marriages

Locals sit before the survey team while the in-depth 
interview on forced and early marriages goes on in 

D.I. Khan

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .



    59

SECTION 5: 
POLICY SUPPORT

A. Inclusive Policy Making
As part of its policy research, SDPI not only recommends policy options but also plays a proactive role 
in policy debates, policy formulation, and policy implementation. For policy support, it is invited to serve 
on different high level forums as well. These forums include both governmental and non-governmental, 
UN and bilateral platforms. Through its 22 years efforts in providing evidence based non-partisan 
advice, today SDPI can claim with pride that its efforts to bridge research policy gaps are yielding fruitful 
results. We provide policy support on issues of economy, energy, gender mainstreaming, social sector 
development, education, climate change, trade, taxation, foreign affairs, food securityand a whole 
range of other issues. 

(Left to Right) Dr Hafeez Pasha (Former Federal Finance Minister), Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED), Ahsan Iqbal 
(Federal Minsiter for Planning, Development and Reforms), and Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel (SDPI BoG 

Chairperson) at the 16th SDC
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1. Policy Support to Government
Many of SDPI’s researchers and advisors are part of government policy advice and policy drafting 
forums. 

 � SDPI was asked by the Planning Commission of Pakistan to establish a “Research Advisory Group” 
to peer review the “Vision 2025” document. Headed by the chairperson of BoG, SDPI, the group 
consists of SDPI Research Fellows as its members. The suggestions by this group were incorporated 
in the final draft of the document.

 � The Executive Director of SDPI has been appointed as member of “National Economic Advisory 
Council (EAC),” Government of Pakistan. He heads the subgroup on Food Security & Agriculture of 
the council. The recommendations of this subgroup were made part of the Federal Budget speech 
in 2014. Moreover, SDPI’s recommendations on food security and taxation were incorporated in 
the federal budget 2014.   
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 � ED of SDPI has also been appointed as member of Task Force to Enhance the Effectiveness of Social 
Safety nets in Pakistan. The idea is to bring integration among different social safety nets and social 
safety structures in Pakistan. 

 � SDPI pioneered the analysis on shale gas potential in Pakistan. Based on the findings and 
recommendations of the report, Ministry of Planning, Development and Reforms formed the Shale 
Gas Taskforce in August 2014. SDPI is leading the secretariat of this Task Force, and is a key player 
in drafting policy for shale oil & gas development.

 � SDPI was invited by the “Senate’s Standing Committee on Human Rights” to share the environmental 
status of twin cities (Rawalpindi and Islamabad). SDPI’s web-based television team prepared an 
exclusive documentary on the same issue and screened it at the Senate’s Standing Committee 
meeting. 

 � SDPI was recognized by the “Human Rights Committee” of Senate for its significant and continuous 
contribution on environment and sustainability in Pakistan. SDPI was awarded a shield and a 
certificate of recognition in this regard in the committee meeting held in February 2014.

Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Climate Change Unit of SDPI, recieves the certificate of recognition from 
Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, Chairperson of the subcommittee of 

Senate’s Human Rights Committee on Environment
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2. Policy Support to the Non-Governmental Entities
 � “International Monetary Fund (IMF)” has selected SDPI as “Civil Society Organization (CSO) Fellow 

Observers” based on the relevance of its work in Pakistan and Fund’s interest in engaging with 
SDPI. Under this arrangement, SDPI will attend Annual IMF meeting in Washington D.C., and World 
Bank’s Annual Meeting. In observer’s capacity, SDPI will be asked for inputs in themes on which 
IMF is working and IMF’s engagement in Pakistan. SDPI is the first Civil Society Organization from 
Pakistan, which has got this status.

 � SDPI has natural relations with academia. Last year, it invited the chairperson of Higher Education 
Commission Prof. Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor of University of Karachi Dr Muhammad 
Qaiser, Vice- Chancellor of Pakistan Institute of Development Economics Dr Asad Zaman, Vice-
Chancellor of Quaid-i-Azam University Dr Eatzaz Ahmed, Vice-Chancellor of Allama Iqbal Open 
University Dr Ali Asghar Chishti, Vice-Chancellor of Fatima Jinnah Women University Dr Samina 
Qadir, and Rector of International Islamic University Prof. Dr Masoom Yasinzai to analyze the state 
of higher education in Pakistan.

 � SDPI has been providing evidence on harmful effects of the use of mercury in dentistry. On mercury, 
SDPI’s work is globally cited and acclaimed. In recognition of its contribution, SDPI was awarded 
shield for “Excellence in Research” by “World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry (WAMFD)”, 
Washington, at a ceremony during United Nation’s Environmental Programme (UNEP) meeting in 
November 2014. 

SDPI’s Senior Advisor on Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial Development Dr Mehmood A. Khwaja receives a 
shield for “Excellence in Research” by “World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry (WAMFD)”, 

Washington, and ACEH, Dacca
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 � Mome Saleem, a Senior Researcher of SDPI, has been elected as one of the four members of 
“Advisory Council” of the “Global Diplomacy Lab (GD-Lab)” in the recent elections held in Germany. 
German Federal Foreign Office under the patronage of Federal Foreign Minister Dr Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier and in partnership with the BMW Stiftung Herbert Quandt, the Robert Bosch Stiftung and 
the Stiftung Mercator, established a platform called “The Global Diplomacy Lab (GD-Lab)”. The 
aim is to explore new and more inclusive diplomacy, which goes beyond traditional politics. The 
platform comprises diplomats and civil society representatives from more than 25 countries of the 
world.

3. Policy Support through Focused Research 
 � SDPI initiated a “Policy Review Series” this year with the aim to highlight lacunas in the government’s 

development policies and suggest a way forward in this regard.  The three Policy Reviews published 
this year focused on food security policy, trade policy and climate change policy for mangroves.

B. Strengthening Voices for Structural Change 
It has been observed that despite several development challenges, political participation of women 
and non-Muslims stay weak in the country. The parliamentarians in Pakistan generally lack support with 
regard to policy making and skills development for strengthening their role in parliament. Women and 
non-Muslim parliamentarians in particular have not been able to explore their full potential, owing to 
these challenges. It is in this context that SDPI is now working to strengthen the role of two segments of 
the society by assisting them through its policy research. The basic aim of the two initiatives discussed 
below is to strengthen the voices of non-Muslims for structural changes.

SDPI Senior Researcher and Member of “Advisory Council” of “Global Diplomacy Lab” (GD-Lab) Mome Saleem 
along with the participants at the founding meeting of GD-Lab in Germany 
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1. Council for Women Parliamentarians (CWP)
SDPI believes that women policy makers are not only the voice of general public but also a guarantee to 
gender responsive policy making. While examining the challenge, SDPI initiated a Council for Women 
Parliamentarians (CWP) in 2013 with the realization that policy makers in Pakistan lack research support 
required to formulate evidence based policies. They are often trapped and preoccupied with multifaceted 
issues. There is a dearth of research evidence available on issues of national concern. Through this 
forum, SDPI regularly shares its research to support the women parliamentarians in formulating informed 
policies and legislations.

This year too SDPI held two meetings of the CWP. The aim was to share latest discourse on issues 
pertaining to development, and violence against women. The members were also engaged on regular 
basis as part of the international civil society delegations and in policy engagement events as chairs and 
speakers. 

a. Orientation on Vision 2025 (2nd Meeting of CWP)

The panelists shared the salient features of Vision 2025 of the Government of Pakistan with the women 
parliamentarians. Dr Abid Suleri, Nadeem Javaid, Advisor to the Minister on Planning, Development, 
and Mome Saleem were among the panelists. It was shared that the initial draft of the Vision 2025 was 
prepared in consultation with important stakeholders, including provincial governments, international 
development and financial institutions, private sector, academia and think-tanks, political parties, civil 
society, NGOs, independent experts, and federal ministries. 

The Vision 2025, a long-term development blueprint having seven pillars of growth strategy, focuses 
on domestic resources. Elaborating on the technicalities of economic growth and development, it was 
shared that the “Total Factor Productivity (TFP)” is low in the country because of low academic level, 
inflation, lack of technical skills’ training, and the lack of skills in education imparted generally. Other 
important parts of the vision were also discussed and the parliamentarians shared their views on the 
document. Mr Javaid assured the participants of incorporating their suggestions in the final version of 
the Vision 2025.

(Left to Right) Dr Shahida Rehmani (PPP MNA), Dr Abid 
Suleri (SDPI ED) and Mome Saleem (SDPI Research 
Coordinator) listen to a presentation on Vision 2025

Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) discusses future scenarios with 
relevance to Vision 2025 at the 2nd meeting of CWP
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b. Legislative Response to VAW (3rd meeting of CWP)

The third meeting of the CWP was held to share some major legislative gaps with regard to violence 
against women (VAW). The panelists included Shafqat Kakakhel, the Chairperson of SDPI Board of 
Governors, Dr Abid Suleri, the Executive Director, Dr Vaqar Ahmad, the Deputy Executive Director,  and 
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator and Gender Expert.  

The panelists highlighted the gaps in the following legislations:

 � Citizenship Act 1951 gives a man the right to have citizenship for his spouse on the basis of 
matrimony while women are deprived of it.  

 � The Acid Control and Acid Crime Prevention Bill 2010 is in place, but acid is still being sold in the 
market, which undermines the legislation.  

 � The reforms and policy drafts, including the one on domestic violence, have been tabled in 
parliament but they have either met the fate of being declined or were discussed in parliament as 
an agenda point with no proper measures.  

 � The need for a women ministry at federal level was stressed. It was shared that the ministry was not 
devolved as a result of the eighteenth amendment, but its poor performance led to the devolution.  

 � The devolution of Women Ministry to the Provincial Women Development Departments has led to 
poor performance in the direction of women development. The Women Development Departments 
lack skilled staff or capacity to respond to the prevailing issues.

The parliamentarians from different provinces shared that although some of these issues are among the 
agenda points of their respective caucuses, they still require assistance in research and bill drafting on 
some pertinent issues. They also shared that the provincial assemblies are in the process of activating 
provincial chapters of women caucuses.

Women parliamentarians listen to the presentation of Nadeem Javaid (Advisor to the Minister on Planning, 
Development and Reforms) on Vision 2025 at the 2nd meeting of CWP
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Focal person:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, mome@sdpi.org
Moazzam Bhatti, Advisor Legislative and Media Engagement, moazzam@sdpi.org

2. Non-Muslim Parliamentarians’ Caucus (NMPC) 
Pakistan is predominantly a country with Muslim population, where the non-Muslims comprise 5% of 
the entire population. They are vulnerable to internal and external shocks due to their marginal social, 
political and economic status. The aggrieved situation demands an overhaul at the structural level 
hence it is important to strengthen political inclusion of non-Muslims. However, the political participation 
of non-Muslims stays a dilemma. In Pakistan, there are around two dozen non-Muslim legislators in 
national and provincial assemblies. Majority of them are Christian, Hindu, Sikh, and Parsi. Most of 
the Non-Muslim Parliamentarians (NMPs) get elected on reserved seats, and are treated as minority. 

(Left to Right) Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel 
(SDPI BoG Chairperson), Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED), Dr 
Vaqar Ahmad (SDPI DED), and Mome Saleem (SDPI 
Research Coordinator) discuss legislative gaps at the 

3rd meeting of CWP

Arifa Khalid (PML-N MNA) speaks at the CWP 3rd 
Meeting while Maliha Khan and Nagina Khan of PTI 

sit beside her

SDPI staff with members of CWP pose for a photograph at the third meeting

“Non-Muslim Parliamentarians’ Caucus (NMPC)” is an initiative envisioned to promote the notion of 
co-existence and collectiveness by eradicating structural discrimination against non-Muslims and 

promoting non-Muslim sensitive legislations in Pakistan
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They can contribute better towards the protection of rights of non-Muslim community. It is believed that 
strengthening political participation of NMPs will help alleviate the status of non-Muslim in Pakistan. 
Therefore, SDPI established a Caucus for NMPs in 2014. Through this platform, the NMPs are provided 
with a secretariat, research staff, and policy outreach support by SDPI to strengthen their role.

Pakistan’s parliamentary history never had a caucus where Non-Muslim Parliamentarians (NMPs) could 
work together for the rights of religious minorities. SDPI having worked on the issue of religious freedom 
for years aims to further the cause of improving the political, social and economic status of non-
Muslims. The main idea is to strengthen NMPs’ role in political sphere that will in turn improve the social 
and economic wellbeing of the religious minorities.  SDPI will provide them a platform to independently 
and jointly think and work for the cause. It is being deemed as a humble beginning towards a huge 
contribution to Pakistan’s parliamentary history and improvement in the status of this marginalized 
group. 

Figure 4: Theory of change

Focal person:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, suleri@sdpi.org
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, mome@sdpi.org
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SECTION 6: 
POLICY ENGAGEMENT 
AND COMMUNICATION

At SDPI, we believe that research not bridged with policy arena is research not done. Hence SDPI has 
established a strong niche in Policy Engagement and Communication (PEC) through its well-established 
policy advocacy units that include: 

A. Policy Advocacy and Outreach (PAO), 

B. Sustainable Development Conference (SDC), and 

C. Sustainable Development Television (SDTV)

The advocacy related endeavours of the above-mentioned units in the year 2014 are given below. 

A. Policy Advocacy and Outreach Unit 
The PAO unit works for awareness raising, stakeholders’ mobilization and partnerships, policy advocacy 
besides the promotion of policies, programmes, laws and regulations regarding sustainable development. 
It also provides platform for dialogue and policy discourse between civil society, community and the 
government. Findings of research work and policy input are disseminated through media briefings, 
conferences, seminars, lectures, publications and curricula development by the unit. The unit also plays 
its role in getting our research findings validated, endorsed, challenged and rectified by setting up 
platforms that allow the researchers to share the research findings with related and larger audiences.

Media persons pose for a photograph at a workshop on ‘Sensitive Media Reporting’ organized by SDPI 
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Weekly Seminar Series: One of the main goals of the unit is to create awareness and provide active 
support to government, private sector, NGOs, academia and the general public on issues of sustainable 
development. In consonance with this goal, the unit organizes weekly lectures, discussions, seminars, 
and conferences. These sessions help educate stakeholder groups and provide valuable public space for 
open debate and intellectual discussion on sustainable development issues. (For details, see Annexure-V)

The unit also facilitates SDPI researchers in terms of media participation and engagement in various 
research-based advocacy events.

Figure 5: Types of Policy Advocacy Events held around 
the year

Figure 7: Category of panelists at various events held throughout the year (2014) 

Figure 6: Theme-wise illustration of Advocacy events 
held during the year 2014
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Networking: Networking is an important tool to establish professional relationships, fostering key 
contacts and disseminating information. SDPI networking broadly falls within two categories: long-
term institutional links with other research and policy institutes that ensure sustained interaction, 
and professional research collaborations, which grow out of various projects and programmes. The 
latter not only provide useful professional linkages but also enrich research findings. SDPI is further 
involved in South-South as well as North-South partnerships and collaborations with like-minded 
research institutions and academia. Synergies exist in developing consensus-based research themes, 
undertaking collaborative research, and formulating communication and outreach strategies. SDPI 
believes that such an approach is likely to have more credibility with the policy community, especially 
where regional and global issues are concerned. North-South and South-South associations can help 
dispel misconceptions and identify converging interests that lead to win-win situations. In line with its 
tradition, the unit has maintained and extended networking with various stakeholders, including policy 
makers and practitioners, political parties, international and national development organizations, and 
academia.

Engagement with Media: The media has evolved significantly in Pakistan over the last one decade 
and continues to play an important role not only in terms of information disclosure but also in terms of 
shaping public opinion in the country. Hence, the immense impact that media has over public opinion 
makes it necessary for media personnel to adhere to responsible media practices.

Media engagement is of prime importance for coverage and advocacy of emerging sustainable 
development issues. The unit maintains excellent coordination with national and international electronic 
and print media. Moreover, SDPI staff participate in talk shows, interviews and media discussions on 
different television channels, besides regular contributions to newspapers and active social media 
engagement.

SDPI organises trainings and workshops for media personnel.

 � Sensitive media reporting (17th March 2014)

Despite being constitutionally entitled to equal rights as citizens of Pakistan, women and religious 
minorities are often subject to maltreatment in the country. In this context, the role of media is of prime 
importance to highlight this discrimination. The objective was to strengthen and amplify voice of the 
marginalized such as women and religious minorities through partnership with media.

In this context, SDPI organized a one-day orientation to discuss what media professionals can do better 
in the portrayal of women and religious minorities in their true perspective that ensure equal respect for 
women and religious minorities as citizens of Pakistan. Experts from academia, media and civil society 
shared their experiences on how to report on thematic, social and development issues, especially the 
issues around human rights and civic liberties in a democratic society.

 � Environment and Climate Change (24th April 2014)

The Climate Change Study Centre at SDPI has actively engaged with Media in past years to disseminate 
information and knowledge on climate change and environment. This year also training was held 
where researchers working on environment shared their work. The Chairperson of subcommittee on 
Environment of “Senate’s Human Rights Committee”, Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed was also invited 
to share with media the policy preferences of the government in terms of environment and climate 
change. 
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Social Media: Social media, in recent years, has proved to be a driving force to connect people, share 
knowledge and empower communities. Social media forums are also actively used for discussion and 
discourse generation over various development themes. In this context, SDPI maintains a proactive social 
media presence on popular forums such as Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, and Tumblr, among others. 
The Policy Advocacy Unit at SDPI continues to provide material for advocacy and public awareness on 
sustainable development through social media forums on the internet. 

Media anchors receive certificate for participation in the training on “Sensitive Media Reporting”
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1. Key Initiatives of PAO Unit 
As part of its core functions, the unit has been actively engaged in research uptake, advocacy through 
media, lobbying for policy change, and direct action. This section showcases some of the key initiatives 
undertaken during 2013-14 in line with these functions. 

a. Environment

High-level Stakeholder Workshop on Pathways to Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies 
(PRISE)

To generate knowledge and identify pathways for climate resilient economic development in Semi-
Arid regions, as part of PRISE Programme, SDPI has established a high level stakeholder group and 
conducted its meetings. The first meeting of the platform was held in Islamabad where climate experts, 
academia, policy makers, parliamentarians, representatives of government departments and media 
participated and shared their input with regard to the findings of inception phase and future plan of 
action for the project.

South Asian Parliamentarians and Policy Makers at Work

South Asia is one of the most vulnerable regions to climate change. Vulnerability can be attributed to 
high reliance of regional countries on natural resources. Moreover, most of the natural resources are 
shared by regional countries, e.g. water, bio-diversity, glaciers, etc. Therefore, policy-makers need to 
frame a comprehensive response to these threats. It is imperative for South Asian parliamentarians 
and government officials to frame joint actions through extensive discussions facilitated on common 
platforms. However, despite the existence of many policy declarations, the need for collective actions 
across borders related to those policies remains vital, through detailed action planning and considering 
the challenges in taking them ahead. Recognizing the need to work together to better understand the 
changes occurring in South Asia and plan for joint activities to face these challenges, Climate Action 
Network South Asia (CANSA), Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), European Commission, 
Asia Pacific Adaptation Network (APAN), Japanese Ministry of Environment, Global Water Partnership, 
Oxfam, and Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD) organized a 

(Left to Right)Dr  Iqrar Ahmad (VC UAF), Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel (SDPI BoG Chairperson), Dr Abid Suleri 
(SDPI ED), Dr Ishfaq Ahmad Chattha (UAF), Dr Zaigham Habib (expert on water), and 

Dr Vaqar Ahmad (SDPI  DED)
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workshop. The purpose of the workshop was to discuss the important issues related to climate change 
such as adaptation strategies, climate policies, food and water security, sustainable agriculture and 
development. Parliamentarians from South Asia attended the workshop in order to jointly develop an 
action plan to effectively influence national governments and other key actors in the region by setting up 
a regional advocacy platform for parliamentarians and civil society.

Save the Forests: Promoting Green Growth in Pakistan - International Day of Forests 
(IDF), 2014

To mark the International Day of Forest (IDF) on 21st March 2014, SDPI organized a special event in 
collaboration with the Climate Change Division of Government of Pakistan, and Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO). The purpose of the event was to highlight the significance of the Day and International 
Year of Forests and to create community awareness on forest ecosystem. Maryam Aurangzeb, PML-N 
MNA, chaired the session. The seminar was important in generating a policy discussion and suggesting 
policy actions for the conservation and sustainability of forests in Pakistan. Inspector-General Forests, 
and parliamentarians working on forest were also among the notable guests.

SDPI celebrated “International Day of Forest 2014” in collaboration with the Climate Change Division, 
GoP.

Searching for Panacea: Facets of Governance, Institutions and Power in Climate 
Change

A stakeholder consultation was held to share the findings of research work packages under the PRISE 
project, ‘Governance and institutions and political economy of climate change. The aim was to 

(Left to Right) Senetor Mushahid Hussain Syed and Dr Tariq Banuri (SDPI Founding ED) at the conference, 
“South Asian Parliamentarians and Policy Makers at Work”
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involve the stakeholders and share the current status of national institutions and governance in climate 
adaptation and mitigation. Adaptive capacity refers to the ability of human and natural system to adjust 
to climate change impacts, consequences, and opportunities. Representatives of civil society, policy 
makers, researchers, government agencies, think tanks, business and trade bodies, and investors were 
present on the occasion. 

Climate Resilient Economic Development: Making use of Natural and Human Capitals

A stakeholder consultation was held to share the findings of research work packages under the PRISE 
project, ‘Human Capital and Natural Capital’. The two are graded as a means to gauge the vulnerability 
and adaptive capacity of a country. Both aspects have an impact on individual income, job market, 
and productivity of firm, society, growth, and national economy. Representatives of civil society, policy 
makers, researchers, government agencies, think tanks, business and trade bodies, and investors were 
present.

Climate risks and impacts on Markets and Growth: The Case of Pakistan

A stakeholder consultation was held to share the findings of research work packages under the PRISE 
project, ‘Markets and Growth’. The event was aimed at assessing risks posed to markets by climate 
change and its relevance to Pakistan. Representatives of civil society, policy makers, researchers, 
government agencies, think tanks, business and trade bodies, and investors were present.

Book Launch: “Forests, Livelihoods and Power Relations in North-West Pakistan”

The book “Forests, Livelihoods and Power Relations in North-West Pakistan” through a social science 
perspective identifies and analysis some main factors responsible for depletion of natural forests of KP.  
The insights presented in this book mainly emerged through a research study conducted by the Pakistan 
Research Group of the Switzerland-based National Center for Competence in Research (NCCR) North-
South. Dr Abid Suleri of SDPI, Dr Baber Shabaz of UAF and Dr Urs Geiser of University of Zurich co-
authored the book.

b. Governance
Democracy - Development and Role of Youth (Part I & II)

Youth is considered a linchpin for development, prosperity and strengthening democracy. It is the force 
that steers the process of wellbeing and democratization of a nation and shapes up the future for 
coming generation. This decade has witnessed the bulge of youth in Pakistan, therefore, the energies 
and opportunity needs to be tapped by the government for future development and prosperity. In this 

A group photo of Pakistan’s parliamentarians 
on the occasion

Panelists listen to a speaker during 
a regional workshop
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regard, a series of seminars was organized with the participation of political parties’ representatives. The 
panelists analyzed the following major areas.

 � Role of youth in steering national development and process of democratization 

 � Policies and strategies to promote positive role of youth

 � Changing the mindset of youth that can counter the current narrative of extremism and violence 
among youth

 � Involvement of youth in decision-making processes

National Consultation on Budget 2014-15 

Similar to previous years, SDPI organized “National Consultation on Budget” to discuss various aspects, 
including taxation reforms in the Budget 2014, expenditure priorities and debt management. The event 
was important in generating national level debate around budget-2014, and was attended both the 
treasury and opposition parliamentarians to present their views on the federal budget 2014.

Political Barometer (Phase III)

Having pioneered in conducting political barometer survey in Pakistan after the 2014 general elections, 
SDPI, in collaboration with monthly Herald, conducted yet another survey titled “Political Barometer-
III”. The survey was aimed at gauging the level of satisfaction of the public on the performance of 
federal and provincial governments at the completion of one year of the government. At the launch 
of this survey, political party representatives, academia, policy makers, media and other important 
stakeholders were present.

(Left to Right) Shakeel Ramay (SDPI Senior Researcher), 
Dr Farzana Bari (Human Rights Activist), Asad Umar 
(PTI MNA), Lt-Gen (retd), Talat Masood (Defence 

Analyst), and Dr Abid Suleri, (SDPI ED)

(Left to Right) Shakeel Ramay (SDPI Senior Researcher), 
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed (HEC Chairman) Prof. Ahsan 

Iqbal, (Federal Minister for Planning, Development and 
Reforms), and Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED)
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c. Future policy & Strategic Studies
Changing dynamics in Global Power structure

The end of the cold war not only led to disintegration of Soviet Union but also brought about a significant 
shift in global politics, with the United States emerging as the world’s sole super-power. Another major 
shift occurred in 2010, with the spread of a wave of uprisings against the ruling classes in the Middle 
East and North Africa region (MENA). It has been widely argued that rampant corruption, rising income 
inequality, lack of employment opportunities for a growing youth population, and persistence in the 
status quo were major factors in driving the Arab Spring. In this context, the Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute, in partnership with the Pakistan-China Institute, organized a special seminar on the said 
subject to look more closely into major shifts occurring in global politics, and what these shifts entail for 
developing countries, including Pakistan.

Ukraine Elections: What’s next for Kyiv-Moscow Crisis?
The victor of the 2014 Ukrainian Parliamentary Elections was the Pro-EU Petro Poroshenko Bloc which 
campaigned on the slogan of European Union Integration. The election was considered “Exemplary” in 
terms of transparency with a very “positive turnout” and “well thought out Procedural and Technological 
Dimension”. This victory has diverse implications and outcomes that affect not only Ukraine but also the 
entire region in both the short and long-term. SDPI arranged the seminar to analyze some of the ways 
in which international diplomatic relations might be affected by the 2014 elections.

(Left to Right) Dr Vaqar Ahmed (SDPI DED), Shaban Khalid (President of Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and 
Iindustry), Senator Saeed Ghani (PPP), Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED), Rehan Hashmi (MQM MNA), and 

Umer Cheema (The News reporter) are seen on the stage
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(Left to Right) Shakeel Ramay (SDPI Senior Researcher), Ejaz Haider (Capital TV Anchor), 
Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED), and Dr Vaqar Ahmad (SDPI DED)

SDPI team with Ambassador of Ukraine Volodymyr Lakomov (Fourth from left) and his mission 
in Pakistan after a seminar
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Changing Dynamics in Global Power Structure and Role of China

The rise of China will undoubtedly be one of the greatest scenarios of the twenty-first century. China’s 
extraordinary economic growth and active diplomacy are already giving a boost to East Asia, and future 
decades will see even greater increases in Chinese power and influence. However, exactly how this 
situation will play out is an open question. In order to generate discussion around this question, SDPI 
organized a special seminar. The seminar focused on the aspects of major shifts occurring in the world 
politics and the role of China, and implications for developing countries, including Pakistan.

Ukrainian Ambassador H.E Volodymyr Lakomov (Left) speaks at a seminar while Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel 
(SDPI BoG Chairperson), Andriy Romanenko, (Embassy of Ukraine First Secretary) and 

Mome Saleem Research Coordinator sit beside him  

(Left to Right) Shakeel A Ramay (SDPI Senior Researcher), Tariq Fatemi (Advisor to Prime Minister on Foreign 
Affairs), and Dr Arif Alvi (PTI MNA) at a seminar on “Changing Dynamics in Global Power Structure and 

Role of China”
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Special Lectures 

 � “Emerging New Dimensions of Peace and Conflict; Afghanistan, Pakistan and India” by 
Prof. Yonus Samad 

Prof. Yonus is a professor at the University of Bradford, UK

The main objective of the lecture was to discuss future scenarios with regard to political landscape of 
the region. Both the positive and negative perspectives were shared by Dr Samad. He spoke about 
the different actors and factors in the region that can have implications for peace in the region. In this 
regard, he also characterised various extremist groups as stakeholders.

 � “India-Pakistan relations: Situation Analysis” by Dr. Rajiv Kumar 

Dr. Rajiv Kumar is a renowned economist, Senior Fellow at the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi, 
India. He is a former Secretary General of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FICCI).

Indian economist Dr Rajiv Kumar was invited to discuss the political and economic situation between 
India and Pakistan. He emphasized on improving the relations between the two countries. He said that 
now the focus must be on people-to-people, business to business, government to government, and non-
governmental organizations to non-governmental organizations relations. He opined that this is a time 
when India and Pakistan should discuss and talk about Afghanistan, TAPI and opening trade routes in 
the region, which can only happen if more people talk about it. He said India should unilaterally allow 
experts, parliamentarians, businesspersons, economists, etc. from Pakistan to frequently visit India. 

Senior Fellow at Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi, India, Dr Rajiv Kumar (Centre) delivers a special lecture 
at SDPI while Tahir Dindsa (Head of SDTV), and Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) are also seen
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 � “The Egyptian Revolution 2013: Military Coup or Peoples’ Power?” by Raza Naeem 

Raza Naeem is an Independent Social Scientist, book critic, and translator based in Lahore. 

The lecture was a brief overview of recent events in Egypt, especially in the context of military takeover 
in July 2013. Furthermore, the speaker talked about the life and legacy of Ahmed Fouad Negm (one of 
the greatest Egyptian and Arab poets of the 20th century) illustrating the relevance of Ahmad Fouad’s 
poetry with the “Arab Spring” and to this (Global South East) part of the world. He also focused on the 
relevance of events in Cairo with the situation in Pakistan and the implications. He also drew linkages of 
his discussion to the debate on dictatorship and democracy and on the ‘Turkish model. 

 � “The Geo-politics and Geo-economic Situation in Central Asia and Relations with Pakistan” 
by Ambassador (retd) 

Mohammad Khalid Khattak served as Pakistan’s Ambassador to Moscow until his retirement recently. His 
diplomatic career included an assignment in Kazakhstan in 1990’s. He was also in charge of the division 
dealing with Central Asian republics in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Pakistan.

SDPI organized a special lecture on “Geo-Politics and Geo-Economic Situation in Central Asia 
and Relations with Pakistan”. The lecture was delivered by Mohammad Khalid Khattak, the former 
ambassador to Russia. He said that Pakistan must seek a strategic approach of ‘aligning interests’ with 
all countries to mutually benefit from boundless opportunities presented by Central Asia. Deliberating 
on current dynamics of geo-politics in the region, he further said that it’s all about energy and pipelines 
politics for many Central Asian states.

Civil-Military Relations and the Role of Media in Pakistan

The debate on civil-military relations has been a significant one in Pakistan. While Pakistan experienced 
the first ever democratic transition of government during general elections 2013, the balance between 
civil and military power continues to raise important questions. This is particularly important given 
Pakistan’s sensitive security situation.  In this context, SDPI organized a seminar on the subject in order 
to take a deeper look into the extent of balance between civil-military relations and the role of media in 
shaping public opinion.

c. Economic Growth
Trading with Neighbours: Prospects and Challenges

A consultation on “Trade with Neighbors: Prospects and Challenges,” was organized where SDPI also 
launched its two recent studies on regional trade. Federal Minister for Commerce Engineer Khurram 
Dastgir and Federal State Minister for Privatization M. Zubair 
were also present. The stakeholders’ consultation was 
organized to analyze prospects and challenges inherent in 
trading with neighboring countries. Speakers at this multi-
stakeholders consultation stressed the need for improving 
trade linkages with neighboring countries in the region. They 
also called for developing the narrative that trade can bring 
peace, therefore, the regional countries should go for it, 
rather than waiting for peace to start a trading regime. They 
said conflict should not be the bottleneck in way of trade, and 
South Asia should follow the examples of UK, Spain, China, 
and India where regional trade continues despite centuries’ 
old territorial conflicts.

(Left to Right) Umar Cheema (The News 
reporter) speaks at a policy symposium. Dr 
Vaqar Ahmad (SDPI DED), Shahid Hussain 
Asad (FBR official), Senator Nasreen Jalil 

(MQM), and Saqib Sherani (CEO of 
Macro Economic Insights) sit on the stage.
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7th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES)  

The 7th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES) was held in New Delhi from November 5 to 7. The theme 
for this year was “Towards South Asia Economic Union”. SDPI was among the co-organizers of the 7th 
SAES. 

d. Peace & Conflict / Human Security

National Peace Summit
The power to steer the country towards a brighter and more fruitful future lies with not only the youth, but 
also the local leadership and media of Pakistan to have positive impact on sustainable social change 
through constructive dialogue. Recognizing the immense potential of youth and influential sectors of 
Pakistan, SDPI in collaboration with the Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA), Search 
for Common Ground Pakistan (SFCG), Intermedia Pakistan, Pakistan Press Foundation (PPF), Uks 
Resource Centre (UKs), and Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (PBC) implemented a two-year project 
titled: “Pakistan Peace Initiative: Promotion of Dialogue for Peace-building through Media & Youth 
Mobilization in Pakistan”. The project focused on engaging and building the capacity of youth leaders, 
journalists, and local leaders to play an active role in building peace in their own communities at district 
level, and sought to promote a participatory environment that stimulates information flow, nurtures youth 
involvement, and strengthens state and civilian relationships and community reconciliation initiatives. 
The trained stakeholders, in collaboration with SDPI, conducted district dialogue forums to resolve real 
time conflicts in their communities. The overall objective of the project was to shift attitudes and behaviors 
of the Pakistani population towards a tolerant and solutions-oriented mindset. Upon completion of the 
project a “National Peace Summit” was organized with the trained stakeholders. Mainstream political 
parties were the part of the panel that celebrated and discussed the future of this very useful project.

Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel (SDPI BoG Chairperson) speaks at the 7th SAES in New Delhi
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Demanding Immediate Recovery of Missing Persons of Balochistan
As a step to advocate for their rights, ‘Voice of Balochistan Missing Persons’ decided to organize a 
long march from Quetta to Islamabad to call upon the government as well as UN for quick action to 
release the missing persons of Balochistan. The march started from Quetta on October 27, 2013. The 
first phase, a 730 kilometer walk, ended in Karachi with a demonstration in front of the Press Club on 
November 23. The second phase began in mid-December and reached Islamabad on Friday 28th 
February 2014. In order to make voice of Baloch marchers heard, civil society under the umbrella of 
“Insani Haqooq Itihad” held a seminar. It brought together Baloch marchers to talk about their issues 
and demand civil society to join hand in their struggle of raising voices against abduction of Baloch 
people. SDPI being member of the IHI organized it at its premises.

High Level Meeting with Experts on Human Security
In recent times the concept of Human Security has emerged as a new paradigm to understand the wide 
spread global human vulnerabilities in the context of overall national, regional and international security 
issues. Human Security upholds the idea of individual and community protection even when located 
within larger security issues. The paradigm mainly serves as a means to bring governance stability and 
preclude any chances of compromising human wellbeing and human rights. 

SDPI organized a high level experts meeting on Human Security on in May 2014. Besides discussing 
the issue, the objective of the meeting was to highlight the gaps and challenges that the country faces 
considering the current law and order priorities. Another major objective of the meeting was to gather 
expert opinion on human security research needs and priorities for the future.

Ex-Federal Information Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira (Centre) along with “SDPI’s Leaders of Peace” 
on the “National Peace Summit”
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Radicalism; Role of Civil Society and Media
Radicalism has emerged as a challenge in Pakistan especially in the last decade. It is having toll on 
the social fabric and is adversely impacting all spheres of life. The notion of co-existence is challenged 
each day by religious extremists and radical groups who adopt violent ways. Target killing, kidnapping, 
bomb blasts are a frequent occurring. The possible solutions to prevent the further spread of extremism 
and radicalism in Pakistan can be found by deciphering the role of different actors such as civil society 
and media. Keeping in view the situation, SDPI organized a seminar that focused on different aspects 
such as definition of radicalism and intolerance in Pakistani context, the role which the different actors, 
including religious and liberal segments, can play in mitigating radicalism, and the possible steps and 
options available for countering radicalism.

Peace process and Taliban Negotiations: What’s next?
Pakistan is currently undergoing various forms of violence such as sectarianism, and ethnic crisis. 
Besides, militancy and terrorism is also hurting the country for more than a decade. Although, the 
government initiated peace negotiations with Taliban, with the intent to ensure peace and security in the 
country, however after months of such negotiations, the government remains unsuccessful in bringing 
peace to the country. Rather, during the most recent incidents of terrorism, Taliban attacked various high 
profile dignitaries and strategic assets, including Jinnah International Airport, Karachi. SDPI organized a 
seminar for open discussion among the members of civil society, analysts, journalists and other relevant 
stakeholders.

(Left to Right) Shakeel Ramay (SDPI Senior Researcher), Ejaz Haider (Capital TV Anchor), Shazia Marri (PPP 
MNA), Arifa Khalid (PML-N MNA), Afrasiyab Khattak (ANP), Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) and Farooq Sattar 

(MQM MNA).
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Worsening IDPs Crisis 2014 and the Role of Civil Society
Since the launch of military operation, Zarb-e-Azb, against militants in the troubled North Waziristan 
Agency of Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) by Pakistan, temporary migration / relocation 
of displaced persons from the area of operation to safer locations has started. The government has 
assigned the lead role to Ministry of States and Frontier Regions (SAFRON) for the rehabilitation of 
IDPs. National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is also providing necessary support for effective 
management of the humanitarian crisis. However the situation on the ground raises concerns regarding 
urgent human security measures, urgent short-term needs of affected communities in KP and FATA, the 
role of international community, development of an effective oversight and accountability mechanisms 
over donor funding, national civil society organizations, and elected representatives and the way forward 
for Government of Pakistan. The subject seminar shed light on these aspects.

e. Food Security
World Food Day 2014: Feeding the World, Caring for the Earth

SDPI in collaboration with the United Nations (UN)’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Pakistan 
celebrated World Food Day (WFD) around the theme of ‘Family Farming’. The importance of taking 
care of small farmers and family farmers through inclusive policies and practices was highlighted.

Consultative Workshop on Agriculture and Food Security Policy

Ministry of Food Security and Research (MNFSR) has launched its first “Agriculture and Food Security 
Policy” for Pakistan in 2012. It is indeed a good initiative and demand of the time. After the 18th 
amendment, as the agriculture sector has become the provincial subject, this initiative by the Federal 
Ministry is a good step in aiding the provinces to have guidelines while making their respective policies.

Keeping in mind the importance of this newly launched policy, SDPI organized a consultation with 
stakeholders to have an open discussion on this policy. The stakeholders included representatives from 
government, academia, think tanks, UN agencies and civil society organizations.  

(Left to Right) Rashid Gondal (MNA), Ayesha Gulalai  (PTI MNA), Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED), Mark Andre Franche 
(UNDP Country Director), Lt-Gen (retd) Abdul Qadir Baloch (Federal Minister for SAFRON), and 

Ayesha Siddiqa (Defense Analyst)
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(Left to Right) Krishna Pahari (WFP), Patrick Evans (FAO), Malik Zahoor Ahmad (NEFIS), Ms Lola Castro (WFP), 
Qaim Shah (IFAD), and Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) during a panel discussion on 

“Future of Food Security in Pakistan” organized at the 16th SDC

Mohsin Shahnawaz Ranjha (MNA) speaks at a panel discussion on “An evening with Shoabi Sultan Khan” 
organized by SDPI
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f. Social Development 
Women of Substance Series

A series of seminars titled: “Woman of Substance Series” was initiated by SDPI with the objective of 
inspiring change among young women in Pakistan. Asma Jahangir, Ms Khawar Mumtaz and Dr Moneeza 
Hashmi were invited as models of inspiration. The series is also a way to celebrate and recognize female 
high-achievers of Pakistan whose credibility rests in their proven record to raise questions, and struggle 
to provide substantive answers. Displaying courage, patience and steadfastness on life’s challenging 
pathway, and while employing their intellect, rationality, and creativity these inspiring Pakistani women 
offer much from which the nation can, and must learn.

Tribute to a Living Legend Series
A series titled “Tribute to a Living Legend” was initiated by SDPI to recognize the contribution of eminent 
personalities to the country’s development and cohesiveness of society through liberal art, literature, 
social development. So far, Kishwar Naheed, Agha Nasir, Munoo Bhai, Ahmad Salim and Shoaib Sultan 
have been paid tributes.

SDPI Research Fellow Dr Maleeha Aslam (Left) 
interviews Ms Khawar Mumtaz (NCSW Chairperson) at 
the ‘Women of Substance’, a series organized by SDPI 

(Left to Right) Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel (SDPI 
BoG Chairperson), Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED), and Dr 

Vaqar Ahmad (SDPI DED) at the 
CWP meeting on VAW

Participants at “An Evening with Shoaib Sultan Khan”
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Alif Ailaan Pakistan District Education Ranking

As the pioneer of district ranking of education status in 2013, SDPI launched the 2nd report of “The 
Alif Ailaan Pakistan District Education Rankings 2014”. The report aims to assess the standard of 
education across Pakistan, taking into account educational outcomes as well as the availability of 
school infrastructure and facilities.

Ilm Ideas: Making Quality Education Accessible 

Pakistan allocates a little over two per cent of its GDP for public education. While the earmarked share is 
insufficient to provide quality education to the country’s children, many a times, even this small amount 
of funds remains unspent, resulting in lack of infrastructure and poor education delivery. On top of this 
is the overly centralized public education mechanism, which gives little room to communities concerned 
to play their role in the attainment of quality education delivery.

Asif Memon (SDPI Associate Research Fellow) speaks 
at the launch of District Education Ranking 2014

(Left to Right) Jahanzeb Khan Khichi  (PTI MPA), Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi (Federal Minister for Petroleum and 
Natural Resources), Engineer Qamar-ul-Islam Raja 

(PML MPA), Jan Achakzai (JUI-F), Kashif Abbassi (ARY 
News  Anchor person), Bushra Gohar (ANP)

Moazzam Bhatti (SDPI Advisor legislative and Media Engagement) speaks at a seminar on Ilm Ideas. 
(Left to Right) Dr Shehryar (SDPI Research Fellow), Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED), Romina Khursheed (PML-N MNA), 

Asif Memon (SDPI Assistant Research Fellow), and Muhammad Sohaib (SDPI Monitoring and Evaluation Officer) 
sit on the stage
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In the given backdrop, SDPI, in collaboration with Ilm Ideas, attempted to strengthen and empower 
communities and sensitized them on their fundamental democratic right of holding public education 
providers and respective political leadership accountable. This accountability, as practiced, is expected 
to bridge the governance, resource, and infrastructure gaps in public education delivery. Moreover, 
through advocacy activities, SDPI realized the role communities can play to improve quality of education 
being delivered to their children at the public schools.

In the seminar, the SDPI research team shared the results of its endeavour on building local education 
accountability mechanisms for controlling teachers’ absenteeism, holding school drop outs, increasing 
enrolment and curbing rural-urban and gender gaps in public education. The seminar also underscored 
the idea to scale up and replicate this to other districts in the country.

g. Religious Diversity

Role of Minorities in Nation Building 
Since the very creation of Pakistan (and even before) the role of Pakistani religious minorities has 
been eminent and commendable in nation building and social welfare. A good proportion of social 
development in the country can be attributed to the contributions of non-Muslims in areas such as 
education, health and other political, social and cultural fields. Unfortunately, these contributions are 
seldom talked about in the public arena or in the curricula. Despite their contributions and efforts, the 
participation of non-Muslims at policy making platforms and in the society stays low. This exclusion is 
partly due to the biased mind-set and also structural discrimination against the non-Muslim citizens of 
Pakistan. Considering this challenge and lack of recognition of Non-Muslim citizens, SDPI celebrated 
the contributions and paid homage to religious minorities through a multi stakeholders’ dialogue. 

(PML-N MNA) Romina Khursheed (Centre) speaks at the launch of NMPC, while Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) 
and Mome Saleem look on
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Launch of “Non-Muslim Parliamentarians’ Caucus (NMPC)”
SDPI launched its recent initiative “Non-Muslim Parliamentarians’ Caucus (NMPC)”, which is an 
initiative envisioned to promote the notion of co-existence and collectiveness by eradicating structural 
discrimination against non-Muslims and promoting non-Muslim sensitive legislations in Pakistan

Pakistan’s parliamentary history never had a caucus where non-Muslim parliamentarians could work 
together for the rights of religious minorities. SDPI having worked on the issue of religious freedom for 
years aims to further the cause of improving political, social and economic status of non-Muslims. The 
main idea is to strengthen NMPs role in political sphere that will in turn improve the social and economic 
wellbeing of the religious minorities. Keeping in mind that Non-Muslim’ participation is very little, SDPI 
involved legislators in provincial assemblies to create critical mass both at provincial and national level. 
It is being deemed as a humble beginning towards a huge contribution to Pakistan’s parliamentary 
history and improvement in the status of this marginalized group. 

Peace and Conflict Situation in Pakistan; Religious Intolerance and the
Role of Youth
The Department of Defence and Strategic Studies, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, in collaboration 
with SDPI, organized a lecture for the university students to share the importance of youth in peace 
building and bringing religious harmony in Pakistan. SDPI researchers gave an overview of the conflicts 
in Pakistan since its inception and also discussed the plight of non-Muslims. Further, the role of youth in 
this context was also discussed among the speakers and students. 

h. Information and Communication
After 3G/4G – What’s next? 58th Meeting of the SDPI’s Study Group on Information
Technology and Telecom 

The “Study Group on Information Technology and Telecom” is an SDPI initiative to discuss and evaluate 
current developments in the rapidly evolving fields of telecommunications, computers, data processing, 
networking, mass media and other issues related to the generation, processing, management and use 
of information. The group comprises consultants, scientists, educationists and economists, who meet 
periodically. The purpose of these meetings is to create awareness amongst both public and private 

Ben Phillip Oxfam (Director of Oxfam’s Campaigns and Policy Divisions) speaks on inequalities in social 
development while Babar Jamal (SDPI Senior Researcher) and 

Mome Saleem (SDPI Research Coordinator) sit beside him
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sectors on the importance of exploiting useful information resources, address existing difficulties in this 
respect, foresee future developments, which might have an impact on the national economy and society 
at large. The group also undertakes the preparation of policy and planning recommendations that 
could subsequently be pursued by the relevant agencies. 

i. Health
Advocating Health for New-born in Pakistan in the context or World Health Assembly 

In order to highlight the importance of 67th World Health Assembly and to provide child health 
stakeholders a platform to come together around this very important subject, World Vision International, 
Pakistan, Save the Children, and SDPI jointly organized a national level panel discussion on “Advocating 
Health for New-born in Pakistan in the Context of World Health Assembly”. A range of government 
and non-government stakeholders were invited to share their experiences and opinions with respect to 
newborn health in Pakistan.

j. Organizational Capacity Building in Southern Think Tanks: Action 
Research

Book launch:
Organizational Capacity Building; Dissemination of research results 

Action research and Organizational Development (OD) is an approach to shape up methodological 
practices.  Action research is a practice for the systematic development of knowing and knowledge, but 
based in a rather different form of traditional academic research. SDPI along with five organizations from 
the “IDRC Think-Tank Initiative (TTI)” conducted a two-year long action research to enhance research 
quality and policy communication. The findings of the action research were compiled in the form of a 
book. The book was launched in Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad.

B. Sustainable Development Conference (SDC)
The Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) is a flagship event of the Institute that not only provides 
a forum for SDPI’s own research but also invites other researchers and academics from the region to 
share their work and engage them in dialogue with fellow panelists and the audience. The SDC series, 
which has become an annual feature, is also a prime conference in South Asia with a major focus on 

Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) launches SDPI’s SDC Anthology titled ‘Sustainable Development in South Asia: Shaping 
the Future’ and ‘Annual Report-2013’ with Prof. Ahsan Iqbal (Federal Minister for Planning, 

Development and Reforms)
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this region. This conference sets the tone and discourse for sustainable development in South Asia. SDPI 
has organized 16 SDCs since the inception of the Institute in 1992.

1. SDPI’s Sixteenth Sustainable Development Conference: Creating 
Momentum: Today is Tomorrow (10-12 December 2013)

The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) organized its Sixteenth SDC “Creating Momentum: 
Today is Tomorrow” from 10—12 December 2013 in Islamabad, Pakistan, at the Best Western Hotel.

SDPI’s Sixteenth SDC showcased 27 panels and two plenary sessions: opening and closing. In these 
sessions, 161 panelists participated from Afghanistan, Australia (via Skype), Bangladesh, Canada, 
Ecuador, Finland, Germany, India, Indonesia, Kenya, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Thailand (via Skype), 
UK and the US.

Of the 161 participants, 122 were speakers, 56 special commentators, chairpersons and guests of 
honor. Prof. Ahsan Iqbal, Federal Minister for Planning and Development, was the chief guest at the 
opening plenary and Mr Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to the PM on National Security and Foreign Affairs, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, and Mr Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Federal Minister for Finance, Government of Pakistan, 
were the Guests of Honor at the closing session. The conference was attended by an audience of over 
2,500 during the three days.

Besides the SDPI’s Annual Report, SDC anthology titled: ‘Sustainable Development in South Asia: 
Shaping the Future’ based on selected papers was launched at the Fifteenth SDC. Most of the conference 
sessions were live streamed and their video packages produced and uploaded. 

Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) presents SDPI’s Annual Report 2013 to 
Dr Hafiz Pasha (Former Federal Finance Minister) at the 16th SDC.
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This SDC also hosted Dr Hafiz Pasha and Dr Adil Najam, who delivered keynote lecture on ‘Economy 
of Tomorrow: A case study of Pakistan’ and ‘South Asia 2060: Envisioning Regional Futures’ on the 
opening and closing plenaries respectively. The SDC featured a wide range of topics. Experts and 
dignitaries from all around the world gathered together at various sessions to deliberate upon topics 
such as Pakistan Vision 2025, MDGs Framework, Information Technology in Economic Development,  
Energy and Water Security, Regional Connectivity, Making Quality Education Accessible, Agriculture 
Value Chain Development, Institutional Dynamics of Policy Research, Sustainable Livelihoods, Gender 
Equality, Left Movement and Promoting Freedom of Belief, Dialogue on Climate Change and Energy, 
Food Security, Peace and Security, and Economic Growth in Pakistan.

If the 2015 deadline for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) is anything to go by, most of the 
developing countries are falling woefully short on most of the targets set therein. It is not only the failure of 
developing world, but also the developed world, which had promised to forge development partnership 
and provide development support under MDG 8. The conference aimed to find reasons behind failure; 
did we not start working on attaining these objectives as early as we should have? It goes without saying 
that halving poverty, reducing infant mortality, increasing literacy and improving other socio-economic 
and environmental indicators need long-term planning, commitment of resources, implementation and 
monitoring to become a reality. But, while this realization has been there almost always, it has not 
resulted in corresponding and timely action. The truth is that we haven’t yet even started on most counts.

The SDC brought to light our current position and inclination to forecast and potentially modify our 
decisions that may improve our tomorrow. Under various sub-themes, the conference brought to 
attention that the failure to act today and urgently is premised on the argument that waiting for another 
tomorrow for action will result in wasting opportunities that may not be available ever again. As is 

Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED) presents SDPI’s SDC Anthology titled “Sustainable Development in South Asia: 
Shaping the Future” to Ishaq Dar (Federal Finance Minister) at the 16th SDC
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already obvious from the various deadlines that the developing countries have missed on MDGs and 
other global and regional commitments, the options we still have today will soon become missed 
opportunities of yesterday. Inaction no longer remains an option, if it ever was in the past.  

The SDC was a platform to advocate the dire and urgent need for bringing about much needed changes 
within each country of the region as well as among all the states and the societies in the region. The focus 
of the Conference was that today is the time to act otherwise we will be condemned to a tomorrow, which 
offers little hope for improved living conditions in the region. In this event, researchers, academicians, 
scientists, policy makers and experts from different fields recommended policy interventions and present 
workable solutions to the emerging challenges we face today.

2. Launch of SDC Anthology: Sustainable Development in South Asia: 
Shaping the Future

“Sustainable Development in South Asia: Shaping the Future” was launched on the occasion of Sixteenth 
Sustainable Development Conference. It was jointly published by SDPI and Sang-e-Meel Publications. It 
consists of 24 chapters and an epilogue all of which have been thoroughly peer-reviewed.

About the book: Despite the intrinsically political nature of most sustainable development challenges 
facing the world today, most theories, deliberations, research and even implementation linking 
sustainability to development primarily follow apolitical and linear policy processes. Bringing together 
a range of subjects - from civil military relations, role of public and private sector in development, food 
and climate security, religious freedoms, and feminism after 9/11- this book ‘Sustainable Development 
in South Asia: Shaping the Future’ uniquely examines the reasons why national governments, together 
with international aid agencies, have been unable to provide real and binding solutions to the myriad 
of problems standing in the way of emerging South Asia economies.

(Left to Right) Shaban Khalid (President of Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry), Pradeep Mehta 
(CUTS Secretary General), Dr Abid Suleri (SDPI ED), T.C.A. Raghavan (Indian High Commissioner to Pakistan), 

Engr. Khurram Dastgir (Federal Minister for Commerce), Dr Aqdas Ali Kazmi (Former Joint Chief Economist) 
Amin Hashwani (Hashwani Group)
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3. SDC Conference Delegates Call on President of Pakistan
Selected delegates of Sustainable Development Conference called on President of Pakistan H.E. Mr 
Mamnoon Hussain to apprise him of the summary of discussion and to present policy recommendations 
for creating the momentum for sustainable development in South Asia. The president of Pakistan assured 
delegates of government of Pakistan’s resolve and commitment to foster Sustainable Development in 
the region. He also acknowledged the role of independent think-tank like SDPI in playing a positive role 
towards the transition of sustainable development.

C. Sustainable Development Television (SDTV)
SDPI started the first of its kind web-based TV in Pakistan titled “Sustainable Development Television 
(SDTV)” in 2011. The objective of launching the web-based TV was to strengthen advocacy and outreach 
of the institute on issues of sustainable development.  

In the first phase of launching, internal core production facility and initial programming was initiated. In 
this regard, SDTV has benefited from the support provided by HBS to purchase the broadcast equipment 
and improve its studio operations.

SDTV broadcasts live coverage of research based policy advocacy events and also produces research 
based video packages on issues of sustainable development. Every subsequent year it is adding value 
to its policy outreach. It also has initiated two programme series called “Coffee Table” and “New and 
Views”.

1. Coffee Table
Coffee Table is a weekly talk show, showcasing political economy and other aspects of development. The 
programme is live streamed and archived on the web page at “sdpi.tv”.  Starting as candid discussion, it 
moves to touch serious issues with a three sixty degree evaluation. The programme is designed to raise 
awareness, generate discussion and increase public knowledge. An evidence and fact base analysis in 
the programme on socio-economic and political issues seek policy makers’ attention on development 
agendas. The programme also reflects upon current affair issues, while keeping the discussion relevant.  
The programme format is mostly one on one and sometime change as per requirement of the topic. 
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 2. News & Views
“News and Views” is a current affairs programme, webcasted fortnightly. The programme has been 
conceived as a platform for a frank and spontaneous discussion and analysis on current affairs, where 
the participants can think aloud. 

News and views is webcasted to explain significance, the consequences and the effect of one or more 
news on the masses. In the third world, where literacy rate is abysmally low, importance of current 
affairs is not only to inform but also to educate the masses. While communicating on electronic media, 
objectivity should be hallmark of current affairs. In Pakistan democratic traditions and institutions are 
not as deep-rooted as in the developed states. News and views is designed to meet the growing need 
to bring transparency. 

Dr Abid Suleri and Dr Rajiv Kumar discuss India-
Pakistan Relations in “News & Views” 

programme of SDTV

Dr Abid Suleri discusses D-Chock sit-in with Tahir 
Dhindsa in News & Views programme of SDTV

State Minister for Privatization Mohammad Zubair in 
SDTV’s “Coffee Table” Programme

Dr Marvin G Weinbaum discusses post-NATO 
Withdrawal during SDTV’s “Coffee Table” programme 
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D. Enhancing Policy Engagement and 
Communication (PEC)

Policy Engagement and Communication (PEC) programme was launched by International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC) with the technical assistance of Institute of Development Studies (IDS) at the 
University of Sussex. The purpose was to strengthen policy engagement and communication in each 
of the Think Tanks (TTs) under IDRC Think Tank Initiative (TTI). Each organization was also given a 
facilitator in their respective countries. The task of the facilitator is to help orient the plan in accordance 
with the organizations work and national context. Under this initiative, SDPI worked on improving the 
abilities of young researchers need hands-on expertise and experience in order to help succeed what 
has been initiated by the seniors at the policy front. 

The PEC was implemented by the Research Coordination Unit along with the staff of Policy Outreach 
and Advocacy department. 

(Details of activities under PEC are discussed in section 8)

Children celebrate “World Envieronment Day” organized by SDPI

Partner: International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada
Locale:  Bangladesh and Pakistan
Status:  Completed
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SECTION 7: 
PUBLICATION AND 
RESOURCE CENTER

“Research not published is research not done”, is the SDPI motto. We have dedicated units for 
publications, both in Urdu and English. Similarly, there are separate editorial boards. Moreover, we 
have a resource centre, which houses the best collections of publications on sustainable development 
in South Asia. Our publication and Resource Centre comprises three sections.

A. Ahmed Salim Resource Centre (ASRC)

B. English Editorial Board (EEB)

C. Urdu Unit

A. Ahmed Salim Resource Centre (ASRC)
Ahmed Salim Resource Centre (ASRC) serves as an information base for the multi-disciplinary research 
at the institute for general public, students, academia and the research scholars in the country and 
abroad. The center with 29,000 quality books, journals and other documents is one of the biggest 
information resources in the entire development sector in Pakistan. In addition, also available are 
audio and videocassettes, CD/DVDs-ROMs, and digital as well as online resources in the areas of 
development, environment, economic growth, education, gender, social sector and agriculture. There 
is an exclusive section for government data publications. 

The resource centre subscribes to the local, regional and international journals and periodicals. It 
receives over 126 serials, including journals, periodicals, newsletters and weekly newspapers. Additional 
resources are available through the Inter-Library Loan Program and the Publication Exchange Program.

ASRC strives to provide information and knowledge to facilitate research and development on sustainable 
development in Pakistan. It has grown over the years evolving into an effective coherent mechanism 
of acquisition, processing, organization, creation and dissemination of information. It undertakes the 
following tasks:

 � Select and acquire appropriate resource/research information

 � Organize electronically the research information for easy access and use

 � Advise and assist people in searching through relevant databases

 � Information dissemination through publications such as periodicals/newsletters, books, papers, etc. 

 � Network with libraries and information/documentation centers
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1. Visual Library
To facilitate the academia and development sector in Pakistan, SDPI book bank is going online. Now, 
the virtual library can be accessed for downloading and retrieving research on different themes from 
across the world.

2. Networking
In order to enhance access to information, the ASRC knowledge bank networks with national and regional 
thematically coherent organizations. The ASRC’s “Publication Exchange Program” has a fraternity of 18 
organizations. Under this programme, SDPI publications are exchanged with books and other material 
published by partner organizations. The ASRC has a formal Inter-Library Loan arrangement with Pakistani 
libraries in Islamabad, Karachi, and Lahore.

Besides, ASRC facilitates access to various databases (e.g. IDRC online database) and online journals, 
enabling the researchers to consult and compare their work with that of contemporary researchers of 
their relevant fields.

Focal Person: 
Ahmad Salim, Senior Advisor, Education & Religious Diversity, salimkhawaja@gmail.com
Ali Aamer, Associate Coordinator, ASRC, aliaamer@sdpi.org
Shahid Rasul, Library Associate, ASRC, srasul@sdpi.org
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News Coverage of SDPI’s Events in 2014
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B. English Editorial Board (EEB)
With its primal editorial importance, English Editorial Board (EEB) is responsible for documenting and 
disseminating the institute’s research work while maintaining its quality and standard. It acts as a tool 
of outreach and advocacy with relevant stakeholders. All the publications, including project reports are 
rigorously peer reviewed by a panel of scholars and academics, as well as screened through Higher 
Education Commission’s plagiarism software. Later, it goes through editorial process. The board also 
provides guidelines to authors and referees regarding its research studies.

In addition, EEB is responsible for publishing the quarterly Research and News Bulletin, The Annual 
Report as well as taking care of  the editorial policy of  the institute’s English publications.

Focal Person: 
Saleem Khilji, English Editor, khilji@sdpi.org 

C. Urdu Unit
Revived in 2011, Urdu Unit at SDPI is now engaged in translation of books published by the institute. 
Moreover, it also publishes Urdu periodicals, including newsletter and Urdu journal in the names of 
“Dhartee” (Land), and “Paidar Taraqee” (Sustainable Development) respectively. Urdu publications are 
meant for wider awareness raising and dissemination of research at grass roots level. The unit also 
undertakes translation work from other organizations and individuals as well.  

Focal Persons: 
Ahmad Salim, Senior Researcher, salimkhawaja@gmail.com 
Dr Humaira Ishfaq, Research fellow, jahanzad1@yahoo.com 
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SECTION 8: 
CENTRE FOR CAPACITY 
BUILDING (CCB)

A. The Thrust 
Along with policy engagement and advocacy at the government 
level, SDPI also performs the task of capacity building of people 
working in different areas. It believes in creating a critical mass 
that can address the issues of sustainable development through 
their learned skills and knowledge. Therefore, SDPI invests its 
efforts in conducting trainings for the civil society, youth, media, 
academia, policy makers and other related stakeholders. For the 
purpose, it has a well-established Centre for Capacity Building 
(CCB) since 1998. The aim of CCB is to impart high quality 
research based trainings on sustainable development to public, 
private and corporate sector organizations/individuals. 

Each year, after intensive in-house brainstorming as well as 
external market research (survey to assess training requirements 
of potential client organizations), the Center prepares and 
implements a calendar consisting of about 20 to 25 short generic 
and specialized research based courses. The Center also invests 
in capacity building of in-house resource persons and research 
staff. Besides, it engages in-house researchers for their trainings 
and adds value to the programme. 

1. Gender Affirmative Policy  
Considering the women as structurally marginalized in the country, SDPI has been taking affirmative 
action for women through its gender integration policy. In order to encourage women participation in 
our trainings, women are given 20 per cent discount on the training fee. The same amount of discount 
is available for students as well.

2. Engaging with Media 
In an increasingly specialized world, training remains a low or nonexistent priority in many newspapers 
especially the smaller ones. The CCB offers one free seat in each training event to the press club nominees. 
This year again CCB conducted two dedicated trainings of media on “Sensitive Media Reporting” and 
“Environment and Climate Change” (See Section: Policy Engagement and Communication (PEC)). 

Trainees at work during a session on 
“Team Building”
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3. Evaluation Process

The centre has an ongoing comprehensive evaluation process for its trainings to improve quality and 
identify if the participants achieved the desired goals. Participants at the end of each workshop rate 
each module and give their candid comments on the content, quality and usefulness of exercises and 
group work. The second stage of training evaluation is conducted four months after training through 
on-job post-training assessment forms. The participants are encouraged to express their views on how 
the training has helped them in carrying out their jobs.

Dr Vaqar Ahmad (SDPI DED) delivers a lecture to the trainees at a local hotel in Islamabad

Women parliamentarians (members of SDPI’s CWP sitting in first row) pose for a photograph along with SDPI ED 
and training staff (standing in 2nd row) after completing their training on digital literacy
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4. The Alumni
SDPI believes in networking and the process of continued learning. Through its alumni, it has formed a 
network of professionals and researchers to pursue its vision to catalyze transition towards sustainable 
development. More than 600 organizations and SDPI partners, including NGOs, and private & public 
sector organizations, have benefitted from these trainings/workshops. It has so far trained more than 
11,000 individuals, including around 5,000 women. The centre keeps its alumni well-connected 
through social media and other like mediums. The alumni are also helpful in strengthening associational 
networks thus leading to subsequent collaboration among the public, private and NGO sectors. The 
alumni are given priority space in subsequent trainings and discount is available for the participants, 
who have previously attended at least one SDPI workshop during the last five years.

B. CCB in 2014
CCB has successfully conducted scheduled as well as customized trainings for development, corporate 
and public sector organizations. Besides it also continued its specialized training programmes, including 
immersion course, exchange programmes and summer camp for internship. 

Figure 8: Trainings Conducted | Oct 2013 – Sep 2014

Table 1: Male to Female Participation Ratio in CCB Trainings: Oct 2013 – Sep 2014

GENDER NUMBER

Male 745
Female 479
Total 1224
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Figure 9: Male to female Participation Ratio in CCB Trainings in October 2013 to September 2014

1. Summer Camp for Internship
SDPI offers internship around the year for fresh graduates in order to improve their professional and 
research capacities. To groom the undergraduate students, CCB-SDPI initiated a 3-monthly internship 
school during summer break for students and young. The purpose of the “Summer Internship” is to 
provide dedicated training to young professionals. Each year 10 to 15 interns are selected after robust 
interview process and written test. The interns are then steered through a well-structured internship 
programme where a Research Fellow or Senior Researcher at SDPI is responsible for their grooming. 
Many of the summer interns got opportunities to work on SDPI’s different projects after graduation.

Interns blindfolded during a training session to illustrate learning

Female
  39%

Male
 61%
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2. In-house Capacity Building
CCB also engages itself in providing on-job training to the SDPI research and non-research staff. 
The trainings are based on needs assessment conducted by respective supervisors and the HR. CCB 
conducts and facilitates workshops for in-house staff around the year (Annexure-VII).

Like previous years, in 2014 CCB again organized peer exchange for enhancing the capacity of SDPI 
staff. 

a. Exchange Programme
 � IDRC Matching Fund; Training in Bangladesh

Researchers of TTs build research synergies and collaborate on issues of common interest. However, the 
policy advocacy or communication staff and the support staff (finance, administration, human resource, 
web-section and IT) seldom get the chance to share their expertise with other TTs. TTs have a unique 
culture that needs support of the staff working on non-research areas. Therefore in order to build strong 
policy research and advocacy within an organization, SDPI believes in providing international working 
exposure to its staff.

In 2014, the IDRC-TTI Matching grant provided an opportunity to promote peer learning and 
collaboration among think tanks of South Asia under the title: “Developing Skills in planning and 
Strategy Development for Policy Communication and Outreach”. SDPI’s policy advocacy and support 
staff including representatives of SDC unit, SDTV, and Ahmad Salim Resource Centre, were sent to 
Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh, for peer learning. Participants from three other partner 
organizations (CPD Bangladesh, Institute of Governance Studies Dhakka, and Institute of Development 
Studies, UK were also present. The trainer was Mr. Enrique Mendizabal, Director, “On thinktanks.org” 
and independent researcher and advisor to think tanks and policy research networks in developing 
countries.

Earlier, selected staff members from CPD Bangladesh had been hosted by SDPI in Pakistan. The aim of 
the exchange prgramme was to foster learning among the advocacy and support staff of the two think 
tanks that were working in South Asia on areas of common interest. 

Partner:  International Development Research Center (IDRC), Canada
Locale:  Bangladesh and Pakistan
Status:  Completed

CPD Bangladesh staff poses for group photographs with CCB team of SDPI during the former’s 
exchange peer learning visit to Pakistan
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Focal Person: 
Muhammad Yasin, Senior Advisor, Center for Capacity Building, yasin@sdpi.org
Shahid Minhas, Training Manager, Center for Capacity Building, shahidminhas@sdpi.org

 � Enhancing Policy Engagement and Communication (PEC)

Policy Engagement and Communication (PEC) programme was launched by International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC) with the technical assistance of Institute of Development Studies (IDS) at the 
University of Sussex. The purpose was to strengthen policy engagement and communication in each 
of the Think Tanks (TTs) under IDRC Think Tank Initiative (TTI). Each organization was also given a 
facilitator in their respective countries. The task of the facilitator is to help orient the plan in accordance 
with the organizations work and national context. Under this initiative, SDPI worked on improving the 
abilities of young researchers need hands-on expertise and experience in order to help succeed what 
has been initiated by the seniors at the policy front. 

The PEC was implemented by the Research Coordination Unit along with the staff of Policy Outreach 
and Advocacy department. It included the following activities.

Imrana Niazi (SDPI SDC Coordinator) presents group 
work during a training session in Bangladesh

SDPI (Pakistan) staff during the peer learning visit to 
Bangladesh. CPD (Bangladesh staff) is also present

Ali Aamer (SDPI ASRC) presents group work during a 
training session in Bangladesh

A group photo of the support staff of SDPI and CPD

Partner:  International Development Research Centre (IDRC)- Canada
Locale:  England, Bangladesh and Pakistan
Status:  Completed

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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Table2: Activities under Policy Engagement and Communication (PEC)

S. NO TOPICS

1. Communication Strategy and Research Communication (held in Bangladesh)
2. Webinar on Communicating with Policy audiences’ (focused on writing policy briefs)
3. Webinar on Communicating with different audiences’ (focused on effective ways to 

communicate with the civil society)
4. Interactive Organizational Website (virtual one to one session)
5. Peer exchange programme at IDS London (focused on policy review and analysis)

Focal Person:
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, mome@sdpi.org
Imrana Niazi, SDC Coordinator, imrana@sdpi.org

3. Immersion Course 
Every year SDPI CCB organizes a specialized immersion course with renowned and senior trainers for 
mid-career researchers, proposal and report writers, academia, and students to fully equip them with 
knowledge on a specific subject.  In the year 2104, the immersion course was on “Quality Research 
Cycle”. The components included techniques of reviewing literatures, report writing, research ethics and 
methodologies, project proposal writing, and monitoring and evaluation. The course also helped in 
building the capacity of participants in emerging concepts like multi-dimensional poverty and political 
economy.

SDPI and CPD staff attend one of the sessions on PEC being delivered by IDS trainer
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Shahid Minhas (SDPI CCB Training Manager) delivers a lecture on project planning

“Participants at Work” during different trainings

A group photo of trainees of a workshop held in 2014

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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SECTION 9: 
RESEARCH SUPPORT

A. Support Units
Support units are integral to the smooth working of organizational mechanisms, which are intrinsic to 
quality research output. SDPI operates through the following support units.

1. Finance Unit
Finance Unit is responsible for ensuring reliable financial reporting, effective and efficient financial 
operations, safeguarding of assets and compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

During the financial year 2013-14, the unit grew both in professional as well as in organizational 
capacity. The financial management software was upgraded from single user license to three user 
license due to the increased workload. The sub-division of Finance Unit into Accounts Section and 
Projects Section was deemed a necessary action in streamlining the rapidly increasing support functions 
due to increase in activities of the institute.

The major functions, which the unit performs, can be summarized as:

 � Budget Planning and Controls

 � Financial Accounting and Related Matters

 � Statutory, External and Internal Financial and Management Reporting 

 � Internal Controls

2. Internal Audit and Compliance
Recently established Internal Audit and Compliance Unit, having functional reporting to the Board 
of Governors’ Finance and Audit Committee and administrative reporting to Executive Director, is 
responsible for planning and conducting operational, financial and compliance audits and reviews; 
covering strategic, operational, financial and compliance risks to evaluate the effectiveness of internal 
controls; making value-added recommendations to senior management.

3. Human Resource (HR Unit)
Human Resource Unit is primarily responsible for human and organizational development. It takes care 
of selection and recruitment of staff, leave and attendance management, employee-related benefits 
(including Group Life Insurance, Health Insurance, Travel Insurance, Provident Fund, Gratuity, etc.), 
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resignations, implementation of HR policies, and identification of trainings for staff, strategies and 
systems.

The unit implemented Performance Management System during the year 2013-2014 wherein the 
performance of 70 employees was taken up. Centralized online shortlisting has been introduced with 
the help of NK MIS Web Section through SDPI’s website. Online jobs are posted through recruitment 
web sites like rozee.pk and HRDN to improve the quality of human resources on need basis. It is working 
on different modules of HRMIS to support HR fuing ons such as attendance/leave record, online record 
keeping and reporting, etc. Moreover, staff/personnel files are updated in compliance with the audit 
requirement.

4. Administration Unit
It is responsible for providing conducive environment to the staff not only in the office but also in the 
field. Several initiatives have been taken to improve the efficiency of the unit. The unit fully concentrates 
on the automation of systems to save time and energy of the staff. Admin unit also plays the paramount 
role in organizing different policy outreach events.

A total number of staffers at the unit are: head of administration, manager administration, admin 
officers, admin assistants, and office assistants, front desk information secretaries, drivers, janitors, 
gardener, and security guards.

5. Nasir Khan Management Information System (NK-MIS)
a. NK-MIS; Information Technology Unit

The IT unit of Nasir Khan Management Information System (NK-MIS) has upgraded its information 
technology infrastructure, and now has moved to the technology of server virtualization and cloud 
computing to keep pace with the latest technology. Through the technology of remote management, the 
unit has enhanced its network and systems’ troubleshooting.

NK-MIS IT unit has upgraded the standardized server room and provided most of its users with laptops, 
giving them the opportunity to work anytime and anywhere to manage energy crisis.

b. NK-MIS; Web Unit

The Web unit of Nasir Khan Management Information System (NK-MIS) deals with design, development, 
management and maintenance of websites and web applications. It also facilitates video conferencing 
and live streaming during SDPI events and helps enhance the organization’s outreach via social media. 
With a vision to become a professional web development and solution-oriented team by effectively 
utilizing SDPI information, resources and emerging technologies, it works to empower the institute with 
result-oriented and quality applications and services.

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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Screenshots of the websites hosted by SDPI
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A screenshot of Alif Ailaan “Education Data Portal” website
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A screenshot of “IDRC-SDPI Fellowships” website

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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A screenshot of Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) webpage
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SECTION 10: 
MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEES

A. Introduction
At SDPI, the management committees are constituted to assist the executive director for the smooth 
and efficient functioning of the institute. Their main function is to make the management system more 
participatory and democratic. Each committee is headed by a fellow/nominee of the executive director 
and its membership ranges from support staff to the junior and senior research staff. All such committees 
are advisory in nature and their recommendations may only be implemented if CFA/ED endorses them.

Following is a brief introduction of these committees:

1. Purchase Committee (PC)
Purchase Committee oversees the general purchases and makes sure that the system is transparent and 
the goods purchased are cost-effective and of good quality. It selects the vendors for different purchases 
and approves quotations.

2. Recruitment Committees (RCs)
 Recruitment Committees (RCs) act as advisory bodies to the ED/CFA in the recruitment of staff. The 
Research Recruitment Committee facilitates recruitment of research and research-related staff; similarly 
the Admin Recruitment Committee facilitates the recruitment of administrative staff.

3. Civil Behaviour Committee/Staff Welfare Committee (CBC/SWC)
Civil Behavior Committee deals with the issues of staff grievances, discipline, civil behaviour and staff 
welfare. The committee ensures that the norms and values of the institute as well as the rules and 
procedures are respected by every staff member. The activities include enquiries and recommend 
appropriate actions within the provisions of staff rules for any misconduct, unwanted behaviour, etc. It 
also looks after the issues like medical facilities, gratuity, etc. Head of HR unit becomes a full member 
of CBC/SWC.

4. Web Committee
Web Committee is an advisory committee to the ED/CFA on matters relating to SDPI Website management.

5. Media Relations Committee
Media Relations Committee is an advisory committee to the ED/CFA on matters relating to SDPI media 
relations management. The core function of the committee is to promote SDPI’s research through 
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media and publications, and create space for progressive ideas in the media with special emphasis on 
sustainable development themes.

6. Anti-Gender Harassment Committee
This committee is set up to look into the affairs related to gender harassment. The objective of this 
committee is to protect the rights of both sexes at the institute in terms of gender-based violence and any 
kind of discrimination of either sex. The committee has equal membership of both the sexes.

The committee also takes guidance from the Code of Conduct for Gender Justice at the workplace 
in defining gender harassment, initiating proceedings and completing investigation and inquiry, 
except that it cannot take a decision but make a recommendation to the ED/CFA for a decision and 
implementation. The ED upon receiving a complaint directly or indirectly constitutes the Anti-Gender 
Harassment Committee for complaints related to gender justice. The affected person is encouraged to 
talk to ED or any colleague, if feels comfortable with.

7. Appeal Committee
In case of any grievance, an Appeal Committee (AC) is formed by the ED or CFA to review the appeal 
and make recommendations to the ED or CFA. The committee is generally represented by a CFA 
member as chair, a plaintiff’s representative and a member of the CBC/SWC.

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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SECTION 11: 
ONCE SDPIAN, ALWAYS 
SDPIAN

SDPI believes in a conducive environment within the office to promote team spirit among its staff. For 
this purpose, it dedicates its resources towards recreational and team building activities. Following is the 
account of these activities in the year 2014. 

1. Social Get Together
The social get to gather is organized twice a year. The basic purpose of the activity is to provide a serene 
environment to the SDPI staff so that the members could share their ideas, meet & greet each other, and 
have fun along with their families. Different activities like parody, karaoke, singing, passing the parcel, 
musical chair, treasure hunt, SDPI’s got talent, etc. are planned to entertain the participants. Both the 
old and new colleagues are invited to attend the gathering.

2. Outing Trips
Despite their busy schedule, Sdpians always seek to explore the new avenues for outing. This year 
separate trips to Murree and Simly Dam were organized. In all these trips, majority of the colleagues 
participated to make them memorable.

SDPI’s families trip to Simly Dam
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3. Mehndi Functions
Sdpians arrange Mehndi functions for the colleague on the eve of her/his marriage day. It is a very 
colorful and spellbound event wherein relatives of the bride or bridegroom. This year, two colleagues got 
married and Sdpians wholeheartedly organized their Mehndi functions. These functions were recorded 
by SDTV and a short video package was produced. Stage decoration, flowers, dhol, bhangra, songs, 
and traditional dances make the celebrations more attractive.

4. Birthday Celebrations
Birthday is always a special day to celebrate, and Sdpians make this day even more special by celebrating 
birthdays of their colleagues. These parties are generally hosted by close friends or department 
colleagues, while all the SDPI family is invited to celebrate the occasion during lunch breaks. In the 
beginning of each month, collective birthdays are organized by the management during staff council 
meeting.

5. Farewell Parties
At SDPI, there is a trend of organizing a farewell party for the colleagues, who either switch their jobs or 
leave for higher studies. These parties are generally celebrated on the office premises in order to ensure 
the maximum participation; however, sometimes these are also hosted outside the office. 

6. Hiking Trips
The colleagues at SDPI also go for hiking on Sundays. This year several hiking trips were organized. The 
participants visited Margalla Hills, and Murree Hiking Tracks.

7. Cricket Match
SDPI family has a large number of cricket fans, and they are always on their feet to support the cricket 
team. Sdpians have good insight about cricket, and they love to watch the match together. They also 
have a cricket team that plays matches on weekends.

SDPI family poses for a photograph at the 16th SDC, held in December 2013

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .
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DR. ABID Q. SULERI
Executive Director

AMNA BAIG
Project Assistant

ARSHAD H. ABBASI
Advisor Water & 

Renewable Energy

ADEEL ASGHAR
Intern

ANAM ANWAR KHAN
Research Associate

ASAD ULLAH
IT Assistant

ALI AAMER JAVED
Associate Coordinator 

ASRC

ANEELA BIBI
Project Assistant

ASIF MEHMOOD
Associate Trainer

AMBER TASSAWWUR
HRIS Assistant

ANSAR M. JANJUA
Manager Admin & 

Logistics

ASIF SAEED MEMON
Associate Research 

Fellow

 
SECTION 12: 
ANNEXURES
Annexure I: SDPI STAFF as of November 2014
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AYESHA A. QAISRANI
Project Assistant

DR  HUMAIRA ISHFAQ
Urdu Editor

BRIG (RETD) M. YASIN
Senior Advisor SDPI for 

Capacity Building

EID MUHAMMAD
Intern

AYESHA SAEED
Receptionist

DR  MAHMOOD KHWAJA
Senior Advisor Chemicals 
& Sustainable Industrial 

Development

DILAWAR NAZIR
Office Assistant

ELISHMA KHOKHAR
Project Associate

AZHAR NAZIR
Finance Trainee

DR  SHEHRYAR TORU
Research Fellow

DOUGLAS DAVID
Advisor HR & 

Administration

FAISAL SHEHZAD
Web Developer 
(MYSQL,PHP)

BABAR JAMAL
Senior Researcher

DR VAQAR AHMAD
Deputy Executive 

Director

DR  FAHAD SAEED
Research Fellow

FAREEHA MEHMOOD
Research Assistant
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GHULAM M. MINHAS
Administration Officer

IMRAN ALI KHAN
Cameraman

HUMA DAD KHAN
Project Assistant

ISAM DIN
Security Guard

HAIDER ABBASS
Research Assistant

IMRAN KHAN
Gardener

HUMAYUN FAROOQ
Human Resource 

Coordinator

JUNAID ZAHID
Project Assistant

HANZLAH BIN SANA
Procurement Associate

IMRANA NIAZI
SDC Coordinator

IFTIKHAR AHMED
NLE Editor

KASHIF MAJEED SALIK
Research Associate

HIRA MIRZA
Research Assistant

INDERYAS MASIH
Admin Staff

IJLAL ASHRAF
Senior Finance Officer

M. ABDUL RAHMAN
Project Assistant
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M. ARSALAN MAKEN
Research Assistant

MARYAM WAQAR
Survey Consultant

M. SALIM KHAWAJA
Sr Advisor Education & 

Religious Diversity

MUHAMMAD ABBASS
Finance Officer

M. HAMZA ABBAS
Project Associate

MEHWISH AKHTER
Human Resource

Officer

MAHA KAMAL
Project Associate

MUHAMMAD ADNAN
Project Associate

M. IBRAHIM FAISAL
Intern

MOAZZAM S. BHATTI
Advisor Legislative & 
Media Engagement

MARIAM NASIR
Intern

MUHAMMAD ALI INAM
Intern

M. SALEEM KHILJI
English Editor

MOME SALEEM
Research Coordinator

MARYAM S.ABBASI
SDC Assistant
Coordinator

M. ALL-E-RAZA
Intern
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MUHAMMAD HARIS
Accounts Officer

MUMTAZ HUSSAIN
Security Guard

MUHAMMAD RIAZ
Driver

QURAT UL AIN SYED
Project Assistant

MUHAMMAD HUSSAIN
Driver

NAZIA EHSAN ABBASSI
Receptionist

MUHAMMAD SAWAR
Project Assistant

RABIA MANZOOR
Research Assistant

MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM
Cameraman

NISAR AHMED
Admin & Logistics 

Associate

MUHAMMAD SHABAN
Manager Finance

RABIA TABASSUM
Research Assistant

M. KHURSHID
Driver

PERVAIZ AKHTER
Security Guard

MUHAMMAD SOHAIB
Monitoring & 

Evaluation Officer

RAJA TAIMOOR HASAN
Correspondent/

Producer
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SAAD SHABBIR
Project Associate

SAMAVIA BATOOL
Project Assistant

SAEED UR RASHEED
Web Developer 
(MYSQL, PHP)

SHAHIDA ARIF KHAN
Intern

SADAF LIAQUAT
Project Associate

SEHRISH A. AWAN
Compliance Assistant

SAFYAN KHAKHEL
Research Assistant

SHAKEEL A. RAMAY
Senior Research 

Associate

SADAF NAWAZ
Program Support 

Officer

SHAHID MINHAS
Training Manager

SAHAR B. DAVID
Executive Support 

Officer

SHEHRYAR HAQ
Data & IT Specialist

SADIA ISHFAQ
Research Associate

SHAHID RASOOL
Library Associate

SALMAN DANISH
Advocacy Assistant

SOHAIL SHAHZAD
Cameraman
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SOHAIL YOUNIS
Admin Staff

SYED QASIM ALI SHAH
Associate Research 

Fellow

TASSAWUR HUSSAIN
Office Helper

WAQAS IMRAN
Statistician

SYED ADNAN HASSAN
Associate Coordinator 

NK-MIS

SYED WASIF ALI NAQVI
Reporter

UMAIR MEHMOOD
Network Support 

Engineer

ZARA KAYANI
Intern

SYED ASIM R. SHERAZI
Producer

TAHIR DHINDSA
Head Web-tv

UZMA TARIQ HAROON
Director SDC Unit

ZAREEN KHAN
Research Associate

SYED MOHSIN ALI
Associate Coordinator 

M&E

TAHIR SAEED
Assistant Research 

Coordinator

WAHEED UL ZAFAR
Project Assistant

ZIA ULLAH
Security Guard
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Annexuer II: Abbreviations

AC Appeal Committee
ADR Alternate Dispute Resolution
AFPPD Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development
AJK Azad Jammu & Kashmir
ANP Awami National Party
APAN Asia Pacific Adaptation Network
APN-GCR Asia Pacific Network-Global Change Research
ASALs Arid and Semi-Arid Lands
ASGM Artisan Small Scale Gold Mining
ASRC Ahmed Salim Resource Centre
AusAID Australian Aid agency for International Development 
BBRM Brown Bag Research Meeting
BoG Board of Governors
CANSA Climate Action Network South Asia
CAREC The Regional Environment Centre for Central Asia
CARIAA Collaborative Adaptation Research Initiative in Africa and Asia
CASA Central Asia South Asia
CASE Centre for Advanced Studies in Energy
CBC Civil Behavior Committee
CCB Center for Capacity Building
CEO Chief Executive Officer
CEPA Center for Poverty
CFA Council of Fellows and Advisers
CFPSS Center for Future Policy and Strategic Studies
CIRC CUTS Institute for Regulation and Competition
CPD Centre for Policy Dialogue
CRRID Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial Development
CSOs Civil Society Organizations
CSR Corporate Social Responsibility
CUTS Consumer Unity & Trust Society
CWP Council for Women Parliamentarians
DAI Development Alternatives Incorporated
DANIDA Danish International Development Agency
DBR Doing Business Report
DDA Doha Development Agenda
DED Deputy Executive Director
DFID Department for International Development
EAC Economic Advisory Council
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ECO Economic Cooperation Organization
ED Executive Director
EEB English Editorial Board
EIA Energy Information Administration
EPA Environmental Protection Agency
Pro-EU Pro-European Union
FAO Food and Agriculture Organization
FATA Federally Administered Tribal Areas
FBR Federal Board of Revenue
FCCI Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry
FDI Foreign Direct Investment
FES Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
FGDs Focus Group Discussions
FICCI Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
FPCCI Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry
GBV Gender Based Violence
GCISC Global Change Impact Studies Centre
GD-Lab Global Diplomacy Lab
GFC Global Financial Crisis
GoP Government of Pakistan
GWh GegaWatt hour
HBS Henrich Boll Stiftung
HEC Higher Education Commission
HR Human Resource
HRD Human Resource Development
HRDN Human Resource Development Network
HRMIS Human Resource Management Information System
HSFO High Sulphur Furnace Oil
IBA Institute of Business Administration
IBMS Institute of Business Management Sciences
IDF International Day of Forests
IDIs In-depth Interviews
IDPs Internally Displaced Persons
IDRC International Development Research Centre
IDS Institute of Development Studies
IEA Institute of Economic Affairs
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development
IGS Institute of Governance Studies
IFPRI International Food Policy Research Institute
IMF International Monterey Fund
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INGO International Non-Governmental Organization
IP Iran-Pakistan
IPAR Institute for Policy Analysis and Research
IPV Intimate Partner Violence
ISAF International Security Assistance Force
IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature
IWM Institute of Water Modelling
JCCI Japan Crude Cocktail Index
JUI-F JamiatUlema-e-Islam (FazalurRehman)
KESC Karachi Electric Supply Company
KIIs Key Informant Interviews
KIs Key Informants
KP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
LCS Land Customs Station
LNG Liquefied Natural Gas
LPG Liquefied Petroleum Gas
LPI Logistics Performance Index
LSE London School of Economics
M&E Monitoring and Evaluation
MDGs Millennium Development Goals
MENA Middle East and North Africa
MMBTU Million Metric British Thermal Units
MNA Member of Nation Assembly
MoU Memorandum of Understanding
MPNR Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources
MPA Member Provincial Assembly
MPhil Master of Philosophy
MQM Muttahida Qaumi Movement
MW Mega Watt
MoWP Ministry of Water and Power
NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization
NCCR Nepal Centre for Contemporary Research
NCS   National Conservation Strategy
NCSW National Commission on the Status of Women
NDMA National Disaster Management Authority
NEFIS North-East Forum for International Solidarity
NEPRA National Electric Power Regulatory Authority
NEQS National Environmental Quality Standards
NGOs Non-Governmental Organization
NIPS National Institute of Population Studies
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NK-MIS Nasir Khan Management Information System
NMPC Non-Muslim Parliamentarians’ Caucus
NMPs Non-Muslim Parliamentarians
NSP NGO Ship-breaking Platform
NTBs Non-Tariff Barriers
NUST National University of Science and Technology
OCB Organizational Capacity Building
OD Organizational Development
ODI Overseas Development Institute
OGDCL Oil and Gas Development Company Ltd.
PAO Policy Advocacy and Outreach
PBC Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation
PC Purchase Committee
PEC Policy Engagement Communication
PEC Pakistan Engineering Council
PhD Doctor of Philosophy
PKR Pakistan Rupee
PM Prime Minister
PMD Pakistan Meteorological Department
PML-N Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz)
PML-Q Pakistan Muslim League (Quaid-e-Azam)
PPF Pakistan Press Foundation
PPP Pakistan Peoples Party
PRAM Policy Research and Advocacy Meeting
PRISE Pathways to Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies
PTI Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
RCs Recruitment Committees
RCU Research Coordination Unit
RFC Retreat Follow up Coalition
RFO Residual Fuel Oil
SAARC South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
SACI Waters South Asian Consortium for Inter  Disciplinary Water Resources
SAES South Asia Economic Summit
SAFRON Ministry of States and Frontier Regions
SAFTA South Asia Free Trade Area
SANDEE South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics
SANSAR South Asian Network for Sustainability, Accountability, and Responsibility
SAWTEE South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment
SD Sustainable Development
SDC Sustainable Development Conference
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SDIP Sustainable Development Investment Portfolio
SDPI Sustainable Development Policy Institute
SDTV Sustainable Development Television
SECP Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
SFCG Search for Common Ground
SHG Self-Help Group
SHRDC SAARC Human Resource Development Center
SLRC Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium
SOPs Standard Operating Procedures
SPSS Statistical Package for Social Sciences 
SRI Silk Road Initiative
SSI Ship-Breaking Initiative
SWC Staff Welfare Committee
TAPI Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India
TCF Trillion Cubic Feet
TEP Transforming Education in Pakistan
TFP Total Factor Productivity
TT Think Tank
TTI Think Tank Initiative
TTP Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan
UAF University of Agriculture Faisalabad
UET University of Engineering and Technology
UK United Kingdom
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNEP United Nations Environmental Programme
UNESCAP United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific
US United States
USD United States Dollar
VAW Violence against Woman
VBMP Voice of Balouch Missing Persons
VCs Vice-Chancellors
WAMFD World Alliance for Mercury Free Dentistry
WFD World Food Day
WFP World Food Programme
WHA World Health Assembly
WHO World Health Organization
WTO World Trade Organization
WWF World Wide Fund

. . . . c a t a l y z i n g  t r a n s i t i o n  t o w a r d s  s u s t a i n a b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t . . . .



    137

Annexure-III: List of Publications 
(November 2013 – November 2014)

Working Paper Series 

W-138 South Asian free trade agreement (SAFTA) and implications for Pakistan
Shakeel Ahmed Ramay and Muhammad Hamza Abbas
October 2013

W-139 Study of indoor air mercury pollution at dental teaching institutions, hospitals and clinics 
resulting from mercury amalgam use in dentistry
Dr Mahmood A Khwaja, Maryam S. Abbasi, Fareeha Mehmood and Sehrish Jahangir
February 06, 2014

W-140 FDI in India: prospects for Pakistan
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Dr Abid Q. Suleri and Muhammad Adnan
May 2014

W-141 Informal trade between India and Pakistan
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Muhammed Abdul Wahab and Asif Javed 
May 2014

W-142 Surveying livelihoods, service delivery and governance: baseline evidence from Pakistan: 
researching livelihoods and services affected by conflict 
Babar Shahbaz, Qasim Ali Shah, AbidSuleri, Mohsin Ali Kazmi and Steve Commins 
June 2014  

W-143 Poverty and social impact analysis of expanded program on immunization in Pakistan
Dr Vaqar Ahmed and Sofia Ahmed
June 2014

W-144 Social accountability of women in Pakistan: a case study of Sialkot
Afsheen Naz
June 2014

W-145 Challenges to social accountability and service delivery in Pakistan
Muhammad Hamza Abbas and Dr Vaqar Ahmed
August 2014

W-146 Energy and tax reforms: firm-level analysis from Pakistan
Dr Vaqar Ahmed and Muhammad Adnan
September 2014

W-147 Energy and tax reforms household analysis from Pakistan
Dr Vaqar Ahmed and Muhammad Adnan
September 2014

Research Report Series 

R-36 Poverty and social impact analysis of workers welfare fund
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Dr Syed Nazr-e-Hyder, Muhammad Zeeshan, Najamud-din-Nizami and Abdul 
Wahab
December 2012

R-37 Poverty and social impact analysis of stipend program for secondary school female students 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Dr Vaqar Ahmed
November 2012

R-38 Draft study: reforming tax system in Pakistan
Nohan Ishtiaq
September 2103
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R-39 Pakistan: energy sector appraisal
Dr Vaqar Ahmed
October 2013

R-40 Alif Ailaan Pakistan district education rankings 2013 (English/Urdu)
Mosharraf Zaidi and Asif Saeed Memon
May 2013

R-41 Connecting the drops an Indus basin roadmap for cross-border water research, data sharing, 
and policy coordination
Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, David Michel, and Lydia Powell
February 2013

R-42 Food legislation in South Asia and its link with food security (a case study of Pakistan)
Shujaat Ali Khan
March 2013

R-43 Political barometer  (Phase-II): a study of public opinion - voters’ preferences and political 
parties popularity across Pakistan 
Dr Abid Suleri and Shakeel Ahmad Ramay
February 2013

R-44 Political barometer  (Phase-III)-State of the nation assessing the government’s first year in 
power 
July 2014  

Monograph Series 

M-24 Future of Sustainable Development in South Asia
Dr Abid Q. Suleri
February 2014

Policy Paper Series 

P-40 Coal-fired power generation in Pakistan
Engineer Arshad H. Abbasi, Fareeha Umar and Maha Kamal 
May 2014 

Policy Brief Series

PB-36 Social protection in Pakistan
Safiya Aftab, Shanza yusuf, Dr Vaqar Ahmed, and Fayyaz Yaseen
November 2013

PB-37 Social protection in Balochistan
November 2013

PB-38 Social protection in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
November 2013

PB-39 Tax reforms in Pakistan
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, and Muhammad Adnan
November 2013

PB-40 How to solve Pakistan’s power crisis?
November 2013

PB-41 Pharma trade with India
PB-42 Structural imbalances in Global Governance system: What is Global Governance?  

Shakeel Ahmad Ramay and Mikail Toru
December 2013
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PB-43 Toxic mercury and mercury amalgam use in dentistry – the need to review and revise current 
BDS curriculum at dental teaching institutions
Mahmood A. Khwaja and Sadaf Nawaz
July 2014

Annual Report

AR-18 Annual Report 2013
Edited by Salim Khilji,
Compiled by Mome Saleem

Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) Anthologies

SD-13  Sustainable Development in South Asia: shaping the future

SDPI 20th Anniversary Publications

AP-06 “Smaji Shobah-Aur” Paidaar Taraqi (Urdu)
Edited by Dr Humaira Ishfaq
2014 

Periodicals 

J-1 Research & News Bulletin (Quarterly)
Published by EEB Unit
Vol. 20. No. 4, October-December, 2013 (SDC Special)
Vol. 21. No. 1, January-March, 2014
Vol. 21. No. 2, April-June, 2014

J-2 Dharti-Urdu (Quarterly)
Published by Urdu Unit Ahamd Salim Resource Centre (ASRC)
Vol. 14 No. 4, October-December 2013
Vol. 15 No. 1, January-March 2014

J-3 Paidaar Taraqi (Bi-Annually)
(SDPI Urdu Research Journal)
Published by Urdu Unit ASRC
Vol. 11, No. 2, January-June, 2013
Vol. 12, No. 1, July- December, 2013
Vol. 12, No. 2, January – June, 2014 

J-5 SDPI Policy Review (Monthly)
Policy Review – 1, January 2014 (Food Security Special)
Policy Review – 2, February, 2014 (Trade Special)
Policy Review – 3, March, 2014 (Mangrove Forests and Changing Policy Concerns in Pakistan)

J-6 E-Research News Letter (ERN), (Monthly-electronic)
ERN-1, August, 2014
ERN-2, September, 2014
ERN-3, October, 2014

J-7 Colors of SDPI   (electronic)
Vol. 3, Issue 1, July 2014
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Annexure IV: List of Articles and Attributes 
(November, 2013 to November, 2014)

Articles 

S. No. Title Newspaper Author/s Published Date
1 Tourism has fallen from great peaks The Express Tribune Junaid Zahid 3rd November  

2014
2 Dealing with food insecurity The Express Tribune Dr Abid 

Qaiyum Suleri
27th October  
2014

3 Alarm bells The News on 
Sunday

Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

26th October  
2014

4 Preparing for a challenge The News on 
Sunday

Muhammad 
Adnan

19th October  
2014

5 The national challenge of internal 
displacement

The Frontier Post 
Peshawar

Akseeb Jawed 19th October  
2014

6 External debt; reason behind this 
season in Pakistan’s economy

Monthly Economic 
Affairs

Junaid Zahid 9th October  2014

7 Piling up foreign debt burden 
mounting at rapid pace

The Express Tribune Junaid Zahid 6th October  2014

8 Five lessons from the floods 2014 The News on 
Sunday

Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

5th October  2014

9 Deforestation: thousands of hectares 
denuded every year

The Express Tribune Kashif Salik 22nd September  
2014

10 The cost of neglect The News on 
Sunday

Akseeb Jawed 21st September  
2014

11 Slow to learn The Express Tribune Editorial 21st  September 
2014

12 The 2010 floods: did we learn? The Express Tribune Saad Shabbir 19th September  
2014

13 What needs to be done to manage 
floods better

The Express Tribune Shakeel 
Ahmad 
Ramay

16th September  
2014

14 Prerequisite to stability The News on 
Sunday

 Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

31st August 2014

15 Displaced priorities The News on 
Sunday

 Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

27th July 2014

16 A case of energy diplomacy The News  Dr Vaqar 
Ahmed

20th July 2014

17 Abdication as policy The News  Dr Maleeha 
Lodhi

15th July 2014

18 Economic impacts of post-2014 
Afghanistan

Monthly Economic 
Affairs

 Saad Shabbir 12th July 2014
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19 Letters what is the difference between 
a patriot and a subversive?

The Friday Times  Haider Abbas 11th July 2014

20 Faisalabad City: textile and 
environment

Business Recorder Asif Javed and 
Vaqar Ahmed

7th July 2014

21 Year one: more of the same? The News  Dr Maleeha 
Lodhi

10th Jun 2014

22 What is in the budget for masses? The News  Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

15th Jun 2014

23 Drowning in debt Pakistan’s debt 
burden has grown sharply since 2008

The News  Muhammad 
Adnan

8th Jun 2014

24 Great expectations The News  Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

1st Jun 2014

25 Boon or bane?: historical analysis of 
Pakistan’s foreign aid inflow

The Express Tribune  Haider Abbas 19th May 2014

26 Role of telecom sector in education Monthly Economic 
Affair

 Muhammad 
Zeeshan

9th May 2014

27 Few contemporary writers are 
courageous to take their own flight

The News  Altaf Hussain 
Asad

4th May 2014

28 Energy and tax reforms The News  Muhammad 
Adnan

27th April 2014

29 The need for shared constituencies The SARCist  Safwan A. 
Khan

22nd April 2014

30 Challenges: in quest for solutions to 
feed growing population

The Express Tribune  Junaid Zahid 21st April 2014

31 The good and the bad news The News on 
Sunday

 Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

20th April 2014

32 Why trade with India is in our interest The Express Tribune  Shakeel 
Ahmad 
Ramay

15th April 2014

33 Sketching ten lives The News Altaf Hussain 
Asad

6th April 2014

34 Fighting hunger — a clarion call The Express Tribune  Raja Taimur 
Hassan

3rd April 2014

35 Energy, taxation & political economy 
of Pakistan

Economic Affairs  Muhammad 
Zeeshan

3rd April 2014

36 Bordering on opportunities The News  Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

30th March 2014

37 Averting disaster The Friday Times  Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

21st March 2014

38 Taxation reforms in Pakistan and way 
forward

Monthly, Economic 
Affairs

 Muhammad 
Hamza Abbas

14th March 2014

39 Forth time around The News  Altaf Hussain 
Asad

9th March 2014

40 Poverty: a non-traditional security 
threat

The Express Tribune  Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

8th March 2014

41 Trading in mistrust The News  Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

2nd March 2014
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42 LNG imports The Dawn  Maha Kamal 16th February  
2014

43 This year, it’s domestic workers The News  Saadia 
Salahuddin

16th February  
2014

44 Role of trade with India in post-2014 
scenario

The Express Tribune  Haider Abbas 10th February  
2014

45 2013- not a good year for the climate The News  Rina Saeed 
Khan

5th January 2014

46 Services trade diversification is a good 
growth strategy

The Express Tribune  Haider Abbas 30th December 
2013

47 Bitter realities The News  Arshad H 
Abbasi

29th December 
2013

48 Pharmaceutical trade with India India Pakistan 
Trade Newsletter

 Dr Vaqar 
Ahmed, 
Samavia 
Batool and 
Safwan Khan

27th December 
2013

49 GSP plus status: challenges & 
opportunities

The Express Tribune  Samvia Batool 20th December 
2013

50 Gas import projects country must woo 
foreign investors

The Express Tribune  Junaid Zahid 2nd December 
2013

51 Afghan trade Business Recorder  Nafeesa 
Hashmi

20th November  
2013

52 Regional energy trade to bridge 
demand-supply gap

The Express Tribune  Raja Taimur 
Hassan

18th November  
2013

53 Who is going to loose? Economic Affairs  Hamza Abbas 9th November  
2013

54 Going local Pakistan can learn 
decentralization lessons from Asia

The Friday Times  Samavia 
Batool and 
Thusitha 
Pilapitiya

8th November  
2013

55 Not all is lost: reaping dividends of 
demographic change

The Express Tribune  Haider Abbas 4th November  
2013

56 Bearing the brunt: effect of terrorism 
on FDI in Pakistan

The Express Tribune  Junaid Zahid 4th November  
2013

57 Scientists in Japan and elsewhere have 
developed earthquake early warning 
systems. Where do we stand? 

The News  Akseeb Jawed 27th October  
2013

58 Statistics are sacred Business Recorder  Dr Vaqar 
Ahmed

25th October  
2013

59 Currency matters appreciate Pakistani 
rupee: avoid huge external debt

The Express Tribune  Haider Abbas 21st October  2013

60 The generosity of Bangladesh The Express Tribune  Tariq Rehman 14th October  2013

61 Doing business in Pakistan: learn 
from sub-national peers

The Express Tribune  Haider Abbas 6th October  2013

62 Tackling unemployment follow 
Bangladesh’s manpower export 
model

The Express Tribune  Haider Abbas 22nd September  
2013
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63 Acts of terror and economic cost The Express Tribune  Junaid Zahid 22nd September  
2013

64 Country needs trade, investment not 
aid

The Express Tribune  Raja Taimur 
Hussan

9th September  
2013

65 Youth, economy and future; missing 
links

The Express Tribune  Junaid Zahid 9th September  
2013

66 Early warning The News  Akseeb Jawed 8th September  
2013

67 Educational challenges The News  Afsheen Naz 8th September  
2013

68 Bridging the gaps of democracy 
through Civil Societies

The Express Tribune  Junaid Zahid 26th August 2013

69 Framework of economic growth needs 
to be revisited to achieve prosperity

The Express Tribune  Safwan A 
Khan

12th August 2013

70 Electricity governance issues can be 
fixed in a fortnight

Business Recorder  Dr Abid 
Qaiyum Suleri

2nd August 2013

2. Attributes
S. No. Title Newspaper Author/s Published Date
1 Taxation: one of Pakistan’s weakest 

links 
The Express 
Tribune

Farahnaz 
Zahidi

23rd October  
2014

2 Wretched of the earth Daily Times Syed Rashid 
Munir

14th October  
2014

3 Trade: vanguard of change The News Majyd Aziz 13th October  
2014

4 Apples and oranges The Friday Times Umer Bhatti 22nd September  
2014

5 More trade options Dawn Huma Fakhar 27th July 2014

6 Less power to the people The News on 
Sunday

Khalid 
Mustafa

27th July 2014

7 Year one: more of the same? The News Dr Maleeha 
Lodhi

10th June 2014

8 Headless bodies The News Shahzada Irfan 
Ahmed 

29th December 
2013

9 Govt. must share facts on IP gas 
pipeline project

The Nation Qudissia 
Akhlaque

4th November 
2013

10 Defining violence and conflict The Express 
Tribune

 Nadia 
Naviwala

22nd October  
2013
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Annexure V: List of Policy Outreach Event  
(September 2013 to November 2014)

Lectures

The Geo-Politics and Geo-Economic Situation in Central Asia and Relations with Pakistan 
Lecture 
(9th September 2013) 
Keynote Speaker:  Ambassador (retd) Mohammad Khalid Khattak, Former Ambassador to 
Russia
Chair: Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson SDPI Board of Governors/ Former 
Deputy Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  

How provinces can play an important role in Indo-Pak relations 
(26th September 2013)
Keynote Speaker: Mr Tridivesh Singh, Independent Foreign Policy Analyst, India
Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

Trends in India-Pakistan Relations 
(21st November 2013) 
Keynote Speaker: Indian High Commissioner to Pakistan, H.E. T.C.A Raghavan 

War and Humanitarianism: Widows, Orphans, Kinship in Contemporary Afghanistan  
(27th December 2013)
Keynote Speakers:  Senator Afrasiab Khatak, Awami National Party (ANP), Pakistan 
Dr Anila Dolatzai, Visiting Scholar from John Hopkins University, USA 

The Egyptian Revolution, 2013: Military Coup or Peoples’ Power? 
(12th February 2014)
Keynote Speaker: Mr Raza Naeem, Social Scientist and Literary Critic, Lahore 
Chair: Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors/ Former 
Deputy Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Evolving Political Economy of India-Pakistan Relations 
(02nd July 2014)
Keynote Speaker: Mr. Tridivesh Sing Maini, Writer and Columnist, New Delhi, India
Moderator: Mr Tahir Dhindsa, Head Sustainable Development Television (SDTV), SDPI
 
India-Pakistan Relations: Situation Analysis 
(22nd September 2014)
Keynote Speaker: Dr Rajiv Kumar, Renowned Economist, Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy 
Research, New Delhi, India 
Chair: Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Moderator: Mr Tahir Dhindsa, Head Sustainable Development Television (SDTV), SDPI
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Emerging New Dimensions of Peace and Conflict; Afghanistan, Pakistan and India  
(24th October 2014 )
Keynote Speaker: Prof Yonus Samad, University of Bradford, UK
Speakers: Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Mr Ahmad Salim, Writer and Senior Advisor, SDPI
Moderator: Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator
 
Peace and Conflict Situation in Pakistan; Religious Intolerance and Role of Youth  
(24th October 2014)
Keynote Speakers:
Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, SDPI
Mr Ahmad Salim, Writer and Senior Advisor, SDPI
Chair: Dr Aliya H. Khan, Dean Social Sciences, Quaid Azam University
Moderator: Prof. Rasheed Khalid, Quaid Azam University

Discussion on Inequalities by Mr. Ben Phillips 
(18th June 2014)
Keynote Speaker: Mr Ben Philips, Oxfam’s global policy and campaign director
Moderator: Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator
Speaker: Mr Babar Jamal, Researcher, SDPI

Series

Inspiring Change: Woman of Substance Series
Moderator: Dr Maleeha Aslam, Research Fellow
 
SDPI in Conversation with the Ms Asma Jahangir, Senior Pakistani Lawyer, Human rights 
and Democracy Activist 
(To mark the “International Women’s Day”) (14th March 2014)

SDPI in Conversation with the Ms Moneeza Hashmi, renowned media practitioner
(04th April 2014)

SDPI in Conversation with Ms Khawar Mumtaz, Chairperson, National Commission on 
Status of Women (NCSW)

SDPI’s Tribute to a Living Legend Series 

An Evening with Kishwar Naheed 
(14th February 2014)
Speakers:
Ms Khawar Mumtaz, Chairperson, National Commission on Status of Women (NCSW) 
Mr Masood Ashar, Renowned Writer 
Dr Ayesha Siddiqa, Defense Analyst
Mr Ashfaq Saleem Mirza, Writer and Intellectual 
Ms Shamim Ikram Ul Haq, Renowned Writer
Mr Naeem Mirza, Chief Operating Officer, Aurat Foundation 
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
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An Evening with Munnoo Bhai 
(26th February 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Ahmad Salim, Writer and Senior Advisor, SDPI 
Mr Pervaiz Rasheed, Federal Minister for Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage
Mr Chaudhry Aitzaz Ahsan, Writer, Poet, Lawyer, Politician and Political Activist
Prof Fateh Muhammad Malik, Literary Figure
Mr Agha Nasir, One of the Pioneers Pakistan Television (PTV), Renowned Urdu Writer
Ms Kishwar Naheed, Renowned Writer and Poet
Mr M Afzal Khan, Renowned Journalist
Mr Masood Ashar, Senior Writer Journalist
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

An evening with Shoaib Sultan Khan
(22nd November 2014)

Launches and MoU Signing Ceremonies 

Launch of SANSAR-Pakistan 
(10th September 2013)
Speakers:
Ms Anam A Khan, SDPI
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors,/ Former Deputy 
Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Mr Iqbal Tabish, General Secretary, SAARC Chamber of Commerce
Mr Savail Hussain, Eminent Businessman
Mr Ali Ashar Syed, Corporate Affairs Department, Nestle Pakistan
Mr Azra Mujtaba, Additional Finance Secretary
Engr. Khurram Dastagir Khan, Minister of State for Privatization

Launch of Policy Economic Bulletin; “Energy Governance in Pakistan” 
(23rd September 2013)
Speakers:
Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI 
Mr Shahid Sattar, Member Energy, Planning Commission of Pakistan
Dr Rehana Siddiqui, Former Joint Director, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics 
(PIDE)
Mr Mukhtar Ahmed, Analyst
Mr Tahir Dhindsa, Head, Sustainable Development Television (SDTV), SDPI

Report Launch of “Rethinking Pakistan’s Energy Equation: Iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline” 
(23rd October 2013)
Speakers:
Engr. Shams-ul-Mulk, Former Chairperson Water and Power Development Authority 
(WAPDA)/Former Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, SDPI Board of Governors/Former Deputy 
Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
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Engr. Arshad H. Abbasi, Energy Advisor, SDPI 

Launch of joint publication of SDPI and Centre for Investigative Reporting in Pakistan 
(CIRP) titled “Taxation by Misrepresentation” 
(23rd December 2013) 
Speakers:
Dr Abid, Executive Director, SDPI
Mr Umer Cheema, Centre for Investigative Reporting in Pakistan

MoU Signing Ceremony between University of Engineering Technology (UET), Peshawar 
and SDPI regarding greater collaboration and cooperation among institutes, particularly in 
the Energy Sector 
(12th Nov 2013)
Speakers:
Syed Imtiaz Hussain Gilani, Vice Chancellor, UET, Peshawar
Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, SDPI Board of Governors/Former Deputy Executive 
Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Engr. Arshad H. Abbasi, Energy Advisor, SDPI

MoU signing ceremony between Pakistan Association of Integrative Medicine & Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute 
(10th April 2014)  
Speakers:
Mr. Shahid Minhas, Manager Capacity Building (CCB), SDPI
Dr Mobashir Ahmed Bhatti, President, Pakistan Association of Integrative Medicine (PAIM)
Dr Yu Deng Wei, General Manager, Beijing Show Cogent Bio-Technology Co., Ltd
Prof. Ding-gang Li, Director, The Center of Gene Therapy & Surgical Oncology Beijing Haidian 
Hospital
Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Forests, Livelihoods and Power Relations in North-West Pakistan – Book launch 
(15th April 2014)
Speakers:
Ms Marriyum Aurangzeb, Member National Assembly (MNA), Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N)
Mr Arbab Shahrukh, Secretary Environment, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Mr Nasir Mehmood, Inspector General Forests, Government of Pakistan
Dr Babar Shahbaz, Visiting Research Fellow, SDPI and Assistant Professor, University of 
Agriculture, Faisalabad
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Dr Urs Geiser, Senior Researcher, Department of Geography, University of Zurich

Launch of Alif Ailaan Pakistan District Education Rankings 2014 
(22nd May 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Asif Saeed Memon, Associate Fellow, SDPI
Ms Saman Naz, Alif Ailaan 
Mr Jahanziab Khan Khichi, Member Provincial Assembly (MPA), Vehari
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Mr Qamar Islam Raja, Member Provincial Assembly (MPA), Rawalpindi
Mr ShaziaMarri, Member National Assembly (MNA), Sanghar
Ms Mahtab Akbar Rashdi, Member Provincial Assembly (MPA), Sindh
Mr Mosharraf Zaidi, Alif Ailaan
Mr Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Minister for Petroleum and Natural Resources, GoP
Lt. Gen (retd) Abdul Qadir Baloch, Minister for States and Frontier Region, GoP 

SDPI’s Public’s Opinion Poll on Federal & Provincial Government’s 1st year’s Performance 
Evaluation-Political Barometer III 
(10th June 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI
Mr Ejaz Haider, SDPI 

Organizational Capacity Building, Book Launch 

 � Karachi 
(18th August 2014) 
Speakers:
Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, SDPI
Dr Farooq Sattar, Senior Leader Mutthida Quami Movement (MQM) 
Mr Asif Memon, Associate Research Fellow, SDPI
Dr Jaffer Ahmed, University of Karachi 
Mr Asif Iqbal, Researcher at the Social Policy and Development Centre (SPDC)

 � Lahore  
(27th August 2014)
Speakers:
Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, SDPI
Mr Asif Memon, Associate Fellow, SDPI

 � Islamabad
(26th September 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Abid Suelri, Executive Director, SDPI
Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, SDPI

Launch of Non-Muslim Women’s Parliamentary Caucus 
(30th September 2014)
Speakers:
Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, Member National Assembly, Pakistan Muslim League, Nawaz 
(PML-N) 
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Ahmad Salim, Writer and Senior Advisor, SDPI  
Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, SDPI.
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Roundtables and Consultations  

Consultative Workshop on MDG Acceleration Framework Action Plan 
(08-09 January 2014)

Roundtable Discussion on Markets and Resilience in Crisis and Transitions in Pakistan
(06 February 2014)

Special Consultative Roundtable on post 2014 Afghanistan 
(13th February 2014)

Roundtable on Tackling Police Torture against Women 
(07th August 2014)
Participants:
Mr Ejaz Haider, TV Anchor, Capital TV
Khalida Saleemi, SAACH
Sayyed Safi Peerzada, ROZAN
Ms. Farkhanda Aurangzeb, AF
Justice Majid Bashir Ch, Lawyer 
Iftikhar Hussein (Former I.G)
Helena Iqbal Saeed, DIG police
Ashfaq Khan (AIG) 
Mome Saleem, SDPI
Tahir Dhindsa, SDPI
Babar Jamal, SDPI
Riffat Butt, SDPI

Council For Women Parliamentarians (CWP)

Vision 2025
(30th January, 2014)
Participants: Members of Council for Women Parliamentarians 

Legislative Support to Curb Violence against Women in Pakistan 
(19th May 2014)
Participants:
Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson BoG SDPI
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director SDPI
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director SDPI
Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator SDPI

High Level Stakeholder Consultative Workshop on Pathways to Resilience in Semi-Arid 
Economies 
(26th September 2014) 
Participants: 
Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson SDPI Board of Governors/ Former Deputy 
Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Mr Kashif Salik, Research Associate, SDPI

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 4



            150

Dr Fahad Saeed, Research Fellow, SDPI
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

Consultative Workshop on Agriculture and Food Security Policy Workshop 
(04th February 2014)

After 3/4G Spectrum Auctions - What Next? 58th Meeting of the SDPI’s Study Group on 
Information Technology and Telecom (15 April 2014)
Speakers:
Brig Mohammad Yasin, Senior Advisor Capacity Building, SDPI 
Dr Aamir Matin, Former Chief Executive of Pakistan Software Export Board; former Country 
Head Cisco (Pakistan) and Member of the Board of ICT R and D Fund.
Mr Parvez Iftikhar, International Consultant on ICTs; former Chief Executive Universal Service 
Fund 

Seminars

Climate Change Repercussions for Pakistan: Perspectives from the Fifth Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Assessment Report 
(07th October 2013)
Speakers:
Mr. Kashif Salik, Research Associate, SDPI 
Dr Qamar Chaudhry, Eminent Climate Scientist and Deputy Director of Climate and 
Development Knowledge Network’s Asia program
Dr Mohsin Iqbal, Head Agriculture, Global Change Impact Studies Centre (GCISC)
Dr Muhammad Hanif, Director, National Weather Forecast Centre
 
Iran-Pakistan Gas Pricing 
(12th November 2013)
Speakers:
Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Engr. Arshad H. Abbasi, Energy Advisor, SDPI
Dr Shaukat Ameen Khan, Rector, Ghulam Ishaq Khan Institute of Engineering Sciences and 
Technology (GIK) 
Mr Saad Saleem, Managing Director, NayaTel
 
Fog Frequency across South-Asia: A Climate Change Perspective
(06th January 2014)
Speakers:
Mr. Kashif M. Salik, Research Associate, SDPI 
Dr Faisal Saeed Syed, Assistant Professor, Department of Meteorology, COMSATS Institute of 
Information Technology 

Awareness of Public School Education: Community Participation and School Management 
(19th December 2013)
Speakers:
Mr Rana Mashhood Ali, Provincial Minister for Education
Dr Shehryar Toru, Governance Specialist, Research Fellow, SDPI 
Dr Khadeeja Haq, Chairperson, Mahbub ul Haq Development Centre
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Dr Hadiya Majyd, Associate Professor, Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS)

Promoting Development Discourse through Social Media 
(13th January 2014)
Speakers:
Ms Sadia Sharif, Policy Advocacy and Outreach Unit, SDPI
Mr Raza Rumi, Senior Media Analyst
Ms Shirin Gul, Digital anthropologist & social behaviour analyst, Mind map Communications
Ms Amena Aly Kamal, Founding Director Strategic Communications, Integrated Marketing and 
Public Relations, Mind map Communications
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

Peri-urbanization Trends in Lahore 
(20th January 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Nadeem Javaid, Advisor to Minister on Planning, Development and Reforms 
Syed Qaism Ali Shah, Associate Fellow, SDPI
Ms Anam A. Khan, Research Associate, SDPI
Mr Safyan Kakakhel, Research Associate, SDPI

Acceptance and Opportunities for Trans-genders in Pakistan 
(03th February 2014)
Speakers:
Ms Almas Boby, President, Transgender Foundation, Pakistan
Ms Rifee khan, Representative from, Gender Interactive Alliance, Pakistan
Mr Aslam Khaki, Advocate 
Ms Gulnaz Nisar Bhutta, Communication and Advocacy Officer, Care International
Ms Seemi Farman, Project Associate, SDPI 
Ms Sadia Sharif, Policy Advocacy and Outreach Unit, SDPI

Taliban Negotiation Process: Can it contribute to Peace? 
(10th February 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Mr Ayaz Wazir, Former Ambassador of Pakistan
Lieutenant General (retd) Talat Masood, Senior Defense and Security Analysts
Mr Nadeem Afzal Gondal, Member National Assembly (MNA) Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
Mr Jan Achakzai, Renowned Economist & Spokesperson Jamiat-Ulema-e-Islam Fazal-Ur 
Rehman (JUI-F) 
Mr Zahid Hussain, Senior Media Analyst
Mr Rustam Shah Mehmand, Specialist of Afghanistan & Central Asian Affairs
Syed Talat Hussain, Senior Anchor/Media Analyst

Demography and Health Survey of Pakistan 
(20th February 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Mr Abdul Basit Khan, Executive Director, National Institute of Pakistan Studies (NIPS)
Mr Imtiaz Anayat Elahi, Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services Regulation and 
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Coordination
Ms Tanveer Kaiyani, Director, Research and Analysis (R&A), National Institute of Pakistan 
Studies (NIPS)

Demanding Immediate Recovery of Missing Persons of Balochistan
(05th March 2014)
Speakers:
Ms Anbreen Ajaib, Senior Specialist- Gender, Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO) 
Mr Mama Qadeer Balouch, Leader, Voice of Baloch Missing Persons (VBMP)
Ms Farzana Balouch, Marcher, Voice of Baloch Missing Persons (VBMP) 
Mr Haris Khalique, Human Right Activist
Ms Nusrat Zehra, Social Activist, Recite a Poem for Baloch Missing Person

High Profile Indian Peace Delegation People to People Contact: A Way Forward 
(13th March 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Mr Satya Paul Arora, Secretary General, South Asian Fraternity, New Delhi, India
Mr Bhawani Shanker Kusum, Chairperson, Gram Bharati Samiti, Amer, Jaipur, India
Mr Shri Kharaiti Lal Bhola, Chairperson, Patita (Destitute) Sudhar  Sabha, New Delhi, India
Mr S. Ranjit Singh, Secretary, Lala Lajpat Rai Birthplace Memorial Committee, Dhudike. Moga, 
India 

Save the Forests: Promoting Green Growth in Pakistan International Day of Forests 2014 
(21st March 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Kashif Salik, Research Associate, Climate Change Unit, SDPI
Ms Maryam Aurangzeb, Member National Assembly (MNA) Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N)
Mr Patrick T. Evans Country Director, FAO Pakistan
Mr Raja Hassan Abbas, Secretary, Climate Change
Mr M. Irfan Tariq, Director General Environment
Mr Riaz Ahmed Wagan, Chief Conservator of Forests (CCF), Sindh
Ms Saman Ikram, Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Sciences
Mr Kamran Khan, Dean, Hamdard University
Syed Mahmood Nasir, Inspector General, Forests
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Water Assistance in Agriculture: Perspectives from the US 
(27th March 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Mr Randy Chester, Deputy Office Chief, Economic Growth and Agriculture,
United States Agency for International Development (USAID) 
Mr Chris de Veer, State Department – Environment, Science, and Technology Officer

Changing Dynamics in Global Power Structures 
(07th April 2014)
Speakers:
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Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Arif Alvi, Member National Assembly (MNA), Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
Senator Farhat Ullah Babar, Pakistan People’s Party Parliamentarians (PPP)
Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid-e-Azam (PML-Q)
H.E. Volodymyr Lakomov, Ukrainian Ambassador to Pakistan
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
 
Sustainable Energy for All 
(14th April 2014) 
Speakers:
Mr Naveed Iftikhar, Governance Specialist, Economic Reforms Unit (ERU), Ministry of Finance
Mr Tahir Basharat Cheema, Former Managing Director, Pakistan Electric Power Company 
(PEPCO)
Mr Kashif Mateen Ansari, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Sachal Energy Development         
Mr Waqas Masud, Director, Fazal Industries    

State of Higher Education in Pakistan 
(21st April 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shafqat Munir, Senior Policy Analyst
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairperson, Higher Education Commission
Dr Muhammad Qaiser, Vice Chancellor, University of Karachi
Dr Asad Zaman, Vice Chancellor, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE)
Dr Eitzaz Ahmed, Vice Chancellor, Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU)
Dr Ali Asghar Chishti, Vice Chancellor, Allama Iqbal Open University
Prof. Dr Masoom Yasinzai, Rector, International Islamic University, Islamabad
Dr Samina Qadir, Vice Chancellor, Fatima Jinnah Women University 

Civil-Military Relations and the Role of Media in Pakistan 
(28th April 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Mr Ejaz Haider, Editor, National Security Affairs, Capital TV and Visiting Fellow, SDPI
Mr Syed Talat Hussain, Senior Journalist and Analyst
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
 
Advocating Health for New born in Pakistan in the Context of World Health Assembly 
(08th May 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI
Ms Romina Khurshid Alam, Member National Assembly (MNA), Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N)
Dr Javed Akram, Vice Chancellor, Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS)
Dr Sabeen Afzal, Deputy Director National Health Services Regulations and Coordination, 
Government of Pakistan (GoP)
Dr Mobashir Ahmed Bhatti, Chief, Pakistan Association of Integrative Medicine (PAIM)
Mr Abdul Basit Khan, Executive Director, National Institute of Population Studies (NIPS)
Dr Nabeela Ali, Chief of Party, JSI Research and Training Institute, Inc. Health Systems 
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Strengthening Component of USAID’s Mother Child Health (MCH) Program
Dr Qudssia Uzma, Director Health & Nutrition, Save the Children, Pakistan
Dr Maqsooda Kasi, Integrated Health Specialist, World Vision International Pakistan, GoP

Radicalism; Role of Civil Society and Media 
(26th May 2014)
Speakers:
Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, SDPI 
Chaudry Muhammad Bashir Virk, Chairperson, Standing Committee on Law, Justice and 
Human Rights
Mr Ali Muhammad, Member National Assembly (MNA), Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
Senator Talha Mahmood Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazal Ur Rehman (JUI-F)
Ms Alizeh Iqbal Haider, Member National Assembly (MNA), Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N)
Ms Mussarat Ahmed Zeb, Member National Assembly (MNA), Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
Mr Liaqat Baloch, General Secretary, Jamat e Islami (JI)
Lt. Gen (retd) Talat Masood, Defense Analyst
Mr Ejaz Haider, Anchor, Capital TV
Mr Shoaib Adil, Chief Editor, Nai Zamana, Lahore 

Peace Process and Taliban Negotiations: What next? 
(16th June 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Asad Omer, MNA, Pakistan Tehreek e Insaaf (PTI)
Mr Ejaz Haider, Media Analyst, Capital TV
Mr Afrasiab Khattak, Senator, Awami National Party (ANP)
Ms Arifa Khalid, MNA, Pakistan Muslim League (PML-N)
Mr Liaqat Baloch, General Secretary, Jamaat e Islami (JI) Pakistan
Mr Haider Abbas Rizvi, Mutahida Qaumi Movement (MQM)
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI

The Worsening IDPs Crisis-2014 and Role of Society 
(15th July 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Lt Gen (retd) Abdul Qadir Baloch, Federal Minister for SAFRON
Secretary Information, Qamar Zaman Kaira, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
Mr Rashid Godil, Member National Assembly (MNA), Muttahida Quami Movement (MQM) 
Ms Ayesha Gulalai, Member National Assembly (MNA), Pakistan Tehreek e Insaaf (PTI)
Mr Mark Andre Franche, Country Director, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Ms Ayesha Siddiqa, Defense Analyst
Mr Moazzam S. Bhatti, SDPI 

Climate risks and its impacts on Markets and Growth: The Case of Pakistan 
(21st July 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Mr Javed Ali khan, Former Director General Environment 
Dr Usman Mustafa, Faculty Member, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) 
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Mr Saad Ullah Ayaz, Coordinator Climate Change, International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) 
Mr Mian Waqas Masud , Director , Fazal Industries (Pvt.) Ltd 

Searching for Panacea: Facets of governance, institutions and power in climate change (23rd 
July 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Ambassador (rtd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson SDPI Board of Governors/ Former Deputy 
Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Malik Amin Aslam, Former Minister of State for Environment
Dr Rehana Siddiqui, Joint Director Pakistan Institute Development Economics (PIDE)
Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI 

Climate Resilient Economic Development: Making use of Natural and Human Capitals 
(24th July 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
Senator Syed Mushahid Hussain, Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid-e-Azam (PML-Q)
Syed Mahmood Nasir, Inspector General Forests (IGF)
Dr Arshad Muhammad Khan, Executive Director, Global Change Impact Studies Centre 
(GCISC) 

Making Quality Education Accessible in Pakistan; a Social Accountability Perspective  
(25th July 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Samina Qadir, Vice Chancellor, Fatima Jinnah Women University, Rawalpindi
Mr Fayyaz Yasin, Research Associate, SDPI
Dr Shehryar Toru, Research Fellow, SDPI

Changing Dynamics in Global Power Structure and Role of China 
(15th September, 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Tariq Fatemi, Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Foreign Affairs
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed 
Dr Arif Alvi, Parliamentarian (PTI)
Qamar Zaman Kaira, Former Minister of Information and Mass-media Broadcasting
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI

Democracy, Development and the Role of Youth 
(29th September, 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Asad Umer, Member National Assembly, PTI
Dr Farzana Bari, Human Rights Activist and Professor, Quaid-e-Azam University (QAU)
Lt. Gen (retd) Talat Masood, Defense Analyst 
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI 
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI
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World Food Day 2014 Feeding the World, Caring for the Earth 
(16th October, 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director SDPI  
Prof. Dr Abdul Saboor, Deputy Chairperson of Agriculture Economics, Arid Agriculture 
University, Rawalpindi
Mr. Saleem Sadiq, Joint Secretary, Ministry of National Food Security and Research, 
Government of Pakistan
Mr. Nasar Hayat, Assistant Country Representative, Food and Agriculture Organizations
Mr. Krishna Pehari, Head of Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM), World Food Program 
(WFP)
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI

Democracy-Development and Role of Youth Followed by SDPI’s Report Launch 
(20th October, 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director SDPI  
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal, Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms
Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairperson, Higher Education Commission of Pakistan
Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, Head of Centre for Future Policy Strategic Studies, SDPI

Ukrainian Elections: What’s next for the Kyiv-Moscow Crisis? 
(10th November 2014)
Speakers:
Ambassador (retd) Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson SDPI Board of Governors/ Former Deputy 
Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
Ukrainian Ambassador H.E Volodymyr Lakomov
Ex-Ambassador (Kyiv), Major General (retd), Ahmad Nawaz Saleem Mela
Mr Andriy Romanenko, First Secretary of Embassy of Ukraine
Mr Wasim Khokhar, President of Pak Ukraine Trade Culture & Education Centre
Dr Tariq Fazal Chaudhry, Member National Assembly (MNA), Head of Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group
Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, SDPI

Administrative Practice and Social Norms: The Case of Domestic Water Supply 
(27th January 2014) 
Speakers:
Dr Nafisa Shah, Member National Assembly (MNA) & Chairperson, National Commission for 
Human Development (NCHD)
Dr Shehryar Toru, Governance Specialist and Research Fellow, SDPI 

Water for Future; Pakistan’s Perspective 
(21st March 2014)
Speakers:
Mr Naseer Memon, Chief Executive, Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO) 
Dr Zaigham Habib, Independent Consultant
Dr Shahid Ahmed, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Dr Qamar Zaman, Senior Adviser Climate Change at LEAD Pakistan
Mr Arif Khan, Country Director Oxfam (Novib) - Pakistan 
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Sustainable Ship-recycling Industry 
(28th October 2013) 
Speakers:
Dr Mahmood A. Khawaja, SDPI Senior Advisor, Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial 
Development 
Mr Kamran Micheal, Federal Minister, Ports & Shipping
Mr Naseer Khan Kashani, Director General Baluchistan, Environmental Protection Agency
Captain (retd) Javaid Khan, Director, Baluchistan Development Authority  
Ms Patrizia Heidegger, Executive Director NGO Shipbreaking Platform (NSP), Belgium
(Co-author of the report) 
Ms Helen Previer, Chairperson, NGO Shipbreaking Platform (NSP), Belgium
Mr James Pucket, Chairperson, Basel Action Network, USA
Mr Robert Evans, Former British Parliamentarian
Ms Syeda Rizwana Hasan, World Famous Environmental Lawyer, Bangladesh
Mr Ritwick Dutta, Environmental Lawyer, Supreme Court of India
Vice Admiral (retd) Asaf Humayun, Director General, National Centre for Maritime Policy 
Research, Karachi
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Mr Kanwar Javed, Researcher, SDPI

Conferences 
  
South Asian Parliamentarians and Policymaker’s at Work: Putting Climate Adaptation, Food 
Security, Population Dynamics Back in the Agenda 
Sub-Regional Conference 
(16th – 18th December 2013)

16th Sustainable Development Conference 
(December 2014)
Speakers: 161 International Delegates from South Asia and other countries 

SDPI Policy Symposium on Taxation and Energy Reforms in Pakistan 
(29th November 2013)
Speakers:
Mr Saeed Ahmed Khan, Chairperson, Oil and Gas Regulator Authority (OGRA)
Dr Musadiq Malik, Advisor to Prime Minister for Water and Power
Ms Anjum Ibrahim, Resident Editor, Business Recorder Daily
Mr Umar Cheema, Investigative Journalist, The News Daily
Dr Kaiser Bengali, Advisor to Chief Minister, Balochistan
Mr Syed Mohammad Ali, Chief Executive Office, Engro Powergen
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI
 
India-Pakistan Dialogue on Energy and Climate Change 
(12th-13th December 2013)
Speakers:
Mr Kashif Salik, Research Associate, SDPI
Dr Abid, Executive Director, SDPI
Ms Britta Peterson, Country Director, Henrich Boll Stiftung (HBS), Pakistan
Dr Axel Harneit-Sievers Country Director, Henrich Boll Stiftung (HBS), India
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Mr Musadiq Malik, Advisor to the Prime Minister on Water & Power

Promoting Dialogue for Peace building through Media & Youth Mobilization in       
Pakistan
(23rd November 2013)  
Speakers:
Dr Moeed Pirzada, Senior Anchorperson and Policy Analyst
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director SDPI
Ms Mome Saleem, Research Coordinator, SDPI
Ms Ammara Durrani, Executive Director SFCG Pakistan
H.E. Jesper Sorensen, Danish Ambassador to Pakistan
Ms Marvi Memon, Pakistan Muslim League –Nawaz (PML-N) 
Mr Qamar Zaman Kaira, Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Mr Asad Umar, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Mr Liaquat Baloch, Jamiat-e-Islami (JI)
Mr Zahid Khan, Awami National Party (ANP)
Mr Faisal Sabzwari, Mutthida Quami Movement (MQM)
Ms Shama Ishaq, National Party (NP)
Mr Jan Achakzai,  Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam –Fazal Ur Rehman (JUI-F) 

Trading with Neighbors: Prospects and Challenges 
(23rd October, 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI
Engineer Khurram Dastagir Khan, Federal Minister for Commerce 
Mr Mohammad Zubair, Minister of State for Privatization
Senator Ms Nasreen Jalil and Deputy Convener of Mutthida Quami Movement (MQM) 
Senator Muttahida Quami Movement Mutthida Qaumi Movement (MQM)
Ms Bushra Yasmin, Chair Economics Department, Fatima Jinnah Women University
Mr Shaban Khalid, Former President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Mr Ali Salman, Executive Director, Policy Research Institute of Market Economy (PRIME)
Mr Muhammad Hamza Abbas, Economist, SDPI 
Senator Rubina Khalid, Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP-P)
Ms Ayla Majid, Chief Executive CAMCO (Pvt.) Ltd
Mr M. Ibrahim Qureshi, President, All Pakistan Business Forum
Ms Nadia Tahir, Associate Professor, University of Central Punjab, Lahore 
Dr Idrees Khawaja, Associate Professor, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE)

International Conference on Alternative Media in Pakistan- Opportunities and Challenges 
(HBS with the support of German Foreign Office in collaboration with SDPI) 
(27-28 November 2013)  
Speakers:
Mr Ahsan Iqbal, Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms
H.E. Ambassador of German, Dr Cyrill Nunn 
Mr Waehamah Waekuejik Director, Media Selantan, Thailand
Mr Matthias Spielkamp, Editor-in-Chief Irights, Berlin
Mr Christian Mihr, Chief Executive Officer Reporter Ohne Grenzen, Berlin
Mr I.A.Rehman, Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), Lahore
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Dr Pervez Hoodbhoy, Director, Eqbal Ahmad Centre for Public Education, Islamabad
Mr Mohammad Waseem, Interactive Resource Centre, Lahore
Ms Samar Minallah, Anthropologist and Filmmaker, Islamabad
Mr Zahid Abdullah, Right to Information Activist
Ms Sana Saleem, Bholo Bhi, Karachi
Mr Nico Prucha, University of Vienna, Austria through Skype
Dr Shahjehan Syed, University of Peshawar and Mediothek Media house
Ms Mossarat Qadeem, Director PAIMAN
Ms Nabiha Meher Shaikh, Pakistan Feminist Watch, Lahore
Mr Imtiaz Alam, Secretary-General South Asia Free Media Association (SAFMA), Lahore
Mr Prashant Tandon, India (Via Skype)
Ms Sabeen Mahmud, Director Peace Niche, Karachi
Mr Abbas Rashid, Society for Advancement of Education (SAHE), Lahore
Mr Farrukh Khan Pitafi, Express Tribune Daily
Ms Humaira Sheikh, Shirkat Gah, Lahore 
Ms SairaBano, Shirkat Gah, Peshawar 
Students from Bargad Foundation (Via Skype)
Mr Aamir Riaz, Activist, Lahore
Ms Britta Petersen, Country Director, Henrich Boll Stiftung (HBS)
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Mr Tahir Dhindsa, Head of Sustainable Development Television, SDPI
Mr Rana Junaid Zahid, Researcher, SDPI 

Regional Conference on Trans-Boundary Cooperation in the Energy Sector: Afghanistan-
Central Asia-India-Iran-Pakistan 
(22nd May 2014)  
Speakers:
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI
Mr Bipul Chatterjee, Deputy Executive Director, Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS), India
Philipp Kauppert, Resident Representative, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES), Pakistan
Mr. Rajesh Kumar Agnihotri, Counsellor, High Commission of India to Pakistan
H.E. Ambassador of Afghanistan in Pakistan, Mosa Arifi 
Engineer Khurram Dastgir Khan, Federal Minister for Commerce, Government of Pakistan
Mr Rajesh Kumar Agnihotri, Counsellor, High Commission of India to Pakistan
Mr Kirit Shantilal Parikh, Chairperson, Integrated Research and Action for Development 
(IRADe), India 
Mr Mohsin Khalid, Executive Director, Itehad Trading Company Logistics (ITC) 
Mohammad Alami Bayat, Senior Expert for Asia & Pacific, Ministry of Petroleum, Iran
Mr Farkhod Aminjonov, Deputy Director, Research Center for Chinese & Central Asian Studies, 
Kazakhstan
Mr Ashfaq Mahmood , Former Secretary Ministry of Water & Power
Dr Joseph Wilson, Chairperson, Competition Commission of Pakistan.
Dr Idrees Khawaja, Associate Professor, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics, (PIDE)
Dr Mohammad   Najeeb   Azizi, Professor,   Public   Policy   & Economics, Kabul University, 
Afghanistan
Mr Werner Leipach, Country Director, Asian Development Bank, Pakistan Resident Mission.
Mr Faheem Sardar, Chief Executive Officer Askari Securities Limited
Mr Saeed Ahmed Khan, Chairperson Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA)
Engineer M.  A.  Jabbar, Chief Executive, Qaim Automotive Manufacturing, Pakistan
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Mr Bipul Chatterjee, Deputy Executive Director, Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS), India
Mr Fraidoon   Sekander,   Director, Department   of   Development Economics, Afghan Institute 
for Strategic Studies (AISS).
Mr Farkhod Aminjonov, Deputy Director, Research Center for Chinese & Central Asian Studies, 
Kazakhstan
Dr Ashafaque H. Khan, Professor of Economics, Business School (NBS), National University of 
Science and Technology (NUST) 
Ms Sarah Hees, Regional Coordinator, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES), India
Mr Udai Singh Mehta, Director, CUTS International 

National Consultation on Budget 2014-15 
(17 June 2014)
Speakers:
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI
Engineer Khurram Dastgir, Federal Minister for Commerce
Senator Saeed Ghani, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
Mr Daniyal Aziz, Member National Assembly (MNA), Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N)
Mr Shaban Khalid, President, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industries
Mr Umer Cheema, Center for Investigative Reporting in Pakistan
Ms Sania Nishtar, Founder and President, Heartfile
Ms Ayla Majid, Chief Executive, CAMCO (Pvt.) Ltd.
Mr Ghulam Murtaza Khan Jatoi, Federal Minister for Industries and Production 
Asad Umar, MNA, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)
Mr Sakib Sherani, Chief Executive at Macro Economic Insights (Pvt.) Ltd.
Mr Ali Salman, Executive Director, Policy Research Institute of Market Economics (PRIME)

Campaigns

SDPI Poster/Painting Prize Distribution Ceremony-Inter-School /College (02 Dec 2013)
Speakers:
Dr Ghulam Asghar Abbasi, Chief (Health Section), Planning Commission of Pakistan
Dr Abid Qayyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute 
Dr Mahmood A. Khawaja, SDPI Senior Advisor, Chemicals and Sustainable Industrial 
Development 
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Annexure VI: List of SDTV Programmes
(August 2013 to October 2014)

Coffee Table

Afghanistan & Terrorism
(10th August 2013)
Guest: Afrasiyab Khattak, Senator ANP

State of Pakistan Economy
(15th October 2013)
Guest: Sakib Sherani, Economic Expert 

Pak-US relations
(25th October 2013)
Guest: Akram Zaki, Former ambassador to USA, China

State of Population in Pakistan
(1st November 2013)
Guest: Abdul Basit Khan, Executive Director NIPS

Pakistan Protection Ordinance 2013
(7th November 2013)
Guest: Majid Bashir, Ex-Judge

Madrassa Reforms:
(19thNovember2013)
Guest: Wakil Ahmed Khan, Former Chairperson Pakistan Madrassa Education Board Former 
Secretary Religion Affairs

Sectarian Violence in Rawalpindi - Government’s Failure
(21st November 2013)
Guest: Iftikhar Sherazi, Bureau Chief, DAWN News 

Exclusive programme on SDC “SDPI’S Sixteenth Sustainable Development Conference 
‘CREATING MOMENTUM: TODAY IS TOMORROW”
(6th December 2013)
Guest: Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

Pakistan and Global Finance 
(26th December 2013)
Guest: Dr Inayatullah Mangla, University of Michigan, USA

Protecting the Environment
(3rd January 2014)
Guest: Asif Shuja Khan, Director General, Environment Protection Agency (EPA)

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 4



            162

Regional Trade
(9th January 2014)
Guest: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, SDPI

Economy of Pakistan
(16th January 2014)
Guest: Hafeez A. Pasha

Averting Water Wars
(24th January 2014)
Guest: Shams-ul Mulk, Former Chairperson of WAPDA

Pakistan’s Foreign Relations
(29th January 2014)
Guest: Ashraf J.Qazi, Former Ambassador

Taliban and Peace Talks.
(7th February 2014)
Guest: Ayaz Wazir, Former Ambassador

Turkish soap operas: Threat to Pakistan’s culture or entertainment market? 
(13th February 2014)
Guest: Shahzad Nawaz, Chairperson, United Producers Association Pakistan

ChangaPani: An Urban Water and Sanitation Solution
(6th March 2014)
Guest: Nazeer Ahmed Watoo, Director Anjuman Samaji Behbood

China’s Global Rise
(14th March 2014)
Guest: Mustafa Hyder Syed, Executive Director Pakistan-China Institute.

Decent Capitalism: A Blueprint for Reforming our Economies
(30th March 2014)
Guest: Dr Hansjorg Herr Professor Berlin School of Economics Germany and Marc Saxer 
Resident Representative FES Thailand

The State of Food Security in Pakistan
(3rd April 2014)
Guest:  Ms. Lola Castro Country Director WFP

Post NATO Withdrawal Afghanistan
(17th April 2014)\
Guest: Dr Marvin G Weinbaum Analyst for Pakistan & Afghanistan in the U.S. Department of 
State’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research

The Future of Cooperation between Pak & US
(28th April 2014)
Guest: Sadika Hameed, Fellow, Program on Crisis, Conflict, and Cooperation CSIS
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Disaster Conflict & Society in Crises
(9th May 2014)
Guest: Dorothea Hilhorst, Professor of Humanitarian Aid and Reconstruction at Wageningen 
University

Climate Change: A Threat to Environment
(21st May 2014)
Guest: David James Molden, Director General ICIMOD 

Situation of Telecom Sector in Pakistan
(30th May 2014)
Guest: Syed Ismail shah, PTA Chairperson

Pak-US Relations and Post 2014 Scenario
(17th July 2014)
Guest: Abida Hussain, Former Ambassador

Gender Rights & Social Sector Development
(24th July 2014)
Guests: Seemi Raheel, Development Sector Trainer & Artist

Discussion on Budget 2014-15
(4th July 2014)
Guest: Ayla Majid, Economic Expert

Bringing Confidence, Building Trust
(24th July 2014)
Guest: Tridivesh Singh Miani, Researcher and Author

Bannu Internally Displaced Persons
(6th August 2014)
Guest: Ayesha Gulalai Wazir, PTI’s MNA

Jinnah’s Pakistan
(25th August 2014)
Guest: Brig (retd) Iqbal Shafi, President, Sir Syed Memorial Society

Non-Muslim Parliamentarians’ Caucus
(29th August 2014)
Guest: Ahmed Saleem, Mome Saleem & Romina Khurshid Alam, PML(N)

Militancy and Option
(9th September 2014)
Guest: Dr Ayesha Siddiqa, Defence Analyst 

Floods: Opportunity or Disaster
(21st September 2014)
Guest: Qamar Zaman Chuadhary, Climate Scientist and Advisor, LEAD Pakistan on Climate 
Change

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 4



            164

Environment and Floods Situation in Pakistan
(21st September 2014)
Guest: Hameed Ullah Afridi, Ex- Federal Minister for Environment

Civil-Military Relations, Democracy & Islamabad Sit-ins
(29th September 2014)
Guest: Zahid Hussain, Senior Journalist

Role of Minorities in Nation Building and their Rights
(10th October 2014)
Guest: Naila J Dayal, Chairperson at Christian Progressive Movement

News Views

Role of Youth in Democracy
(October 2014)
Guest: Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI

India-Pakistan Relations: a Situation Analysis
(September 2014)
Guest: Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Senior Fellow, Center for Policy Research, New Delhi

D-Chock Dharna
(August 2014)
Guest: Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI
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Annexure VII: List of Trainings 
(October 2013 to October 2014)

 
S. No. In-house Trainings Date
1 Knowledge Management Optimization for Think-Tanks 2nd October 2013
2 Photography - To Capture The Memorable Moments 3rd October 2013
3 Writing Skills for Rapporteurs 07th - 08th November  

2013
4 Effective Use of Social Media and Search Engine Optimization 12th November 2013
5 Effective Use of Social Media and Search Engine Optimization 30th January 2014
6 Referencing Style in Research Publications followed by SDPI 19th February 2014
7 Grounded Theory and Creative Writing 

(Prof. Dr Irene Bregenzer)
17th March 2014

8 Research Writing/ Field Research: Session with Researchers 
of Anthropology & Sociology Departments of Quaid-e- Azam 
University 

24th March 2014

9 Managing Qualitative Research with NVIVO 04th - 05th April 2014
10 Orientation Visit to SDPI by Quaid-e- Azam University 

Students
25th April 2014

11 Generating & Evaluating Ideas  6th May 2014
12 Political Economy Through Gender Lens 15th May 2014
13 Research Communication Workshop Debriefing - Dhaka 16th June 2014
14 CV Writing and Interviewing Skills 8th July 2014
15 Immersion Course 09th -17th July 2014
16 Output Mapping 21st July 2014
17 Training of Trainers [ToT] 22nd -24th July 2014
18 Policy Engagement and Communication (PEC)

Communication Strategy and Research Communication  
(held in Bangladesh)

Webinar on Communicating with Policy audiences’  
(focused on writing policy briefs) 

Webinar on Communicating with different audiences’  
(focused on effective ways to communicate with the civil society) 

Interactive Organizational Website  
(virtual one to one session)

Peer exchange programme at IDS London  
(focused on policy review and analysis)

January 2014 to May 
2014

19 Exchange Programme: “IDRC Matching Fund; Training in 
Bangladesh”

May 2014
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S. No. Customized Workshops Date
1 Team Building – USEFP 10th -11th October  2013
2 Team Leadership - BHC (Compensatory Workshop) 7th November 2013
3 QuickBooks – SACH 15th -24th December 2013
4 MS Office for Parliamentarians 28th -30th January 2014
5 Report Writing and Communication Skills - Japan 

Emergency NGO
10th -12th February  2014

6 Team Building – USEFP 2nd March 2014
7 Team Building – USEFP 26th June 2014
8 Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning 

(MEAL)
23rd - 25th September 2014

9 Media Training on “Sensitive Media Reporting” 17th March 2014
10 Environment and Climate Change 24th April 2014

S. No. Project Based Workshops Date
1 IDRC-SDPI Fellows-Advanced Training in Social Science 

Research and Problem Solving Methods
13th -14th December 2013

2 Sensitive Media Reporting 17th March 2014
3 Environment and Climate Change 24thApril2014
4 Political Economy Analysis Through a Gender Lens 19th _20th May 2014

S. No. Open Enrollment Workshops Date
1 Effective Communication and Presentation Skills 07th - 08th  January 2014
2 Project Cycle Management 21st - 23rd  January 2014
3 Essential Management Skills for Office Professionals 25th -26th  February  2014
4 Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning 

(MEAL)
25th - 27th March 2014

5 Advocacy and Communication Skills 16th -17th April 2014
6 Community and Social Mobilization for Sustainable 

Development
12th -14th May 2014

7 Writing Winning Project Proposal 28th -29th May 2014
8 Leadership, Gender and Social Change 17th -19th June 2014
9 Leading and Managing High Performing Teams 26th -27th August 2014
10 Conflict Resolution & Negotiation Skills 17th -18th September 2014
11 Tax Planning And Filing Income Tax Return 27th - 28th September 2014
12 Project Proposal Writing September - October  

2014
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Annexure VIII: SDPI Partner Organizations 2014

NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

1. Aurat Foundation (AF), Islamabad
2. Global Change Impact Studies Centre (GCISC), Islamabad
3. International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Islamabd
4. Journalists for Democracy and Human Rights (JDHR), Islamabad
5. Lead Pakistan
6. Monthly Herald, DAWN Media Group
7. National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
8. Pak- China Institute
9. Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (PBC) 
10. Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (PAK EPA), Islamabad
11. Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD)
12. Pakistan National Council of the Arts (PNCA)
13. Pakistan Press Foundation (PPF)
14. Post Crisis Needs Assessment (PCNA ISU –KP)
15. Provisional Reconstruction, Rehabilitation and Settlement Authority Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  

(PaRRSA KP)
16. Social Policy and Development Centre (SPDC), Karachi
17. Strengthening Participatory Organization (SPO), Islamabad
18. Sungi Development Foundation, Abbottabad
19. The Centre for Advanced Studies in Energy (CASE)
20. The Chemical Society of Pakistan (CSP), Islamabad
21. Transfer Education in Pakistan (TEP)
22. World Wide Fund (WWF), Pakistan

REGIONAL (SOUTH ASIA)

AFGHANISTAN

1. Afghanistan Information Management Services (AIMS)

BANGLADESH

1. Asian Center for Environmental Health (ACEH), Dhaka  
2. Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Dhaka
3. Climate Action Network South Asia (CANSA), Dhaka
4. Cooperate Social Responsibility Center (CSR), Bangladesh
5. Institute of Water Modeling (IWM), Dhaka
6. Unnayan Shamannay (US), Bangladesh

INDIA

1. Center for Dialogue and Reconciliation (CDR)
2. Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial Development (CRRID)
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3. Clean Air Initiative for Asian Cities (CAI-Asia), New Delhi
4. Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS), Jaipur
5. CUTS Institute for Regulation and Competition (CIRC)
6. Development Alternatives (DA), New Delhi
7. Ebert-Stiftung (FES), India
8. Observer Research Foundation (ORF), New Delhi, India
9. Prakruthi, Bangalore
10. South Asia Women Network (SWAN)
11. South Asian Consortium for International Waters (SACIWATERS), Hyderabad
12. Indian Institute of Dalit Studies
13. Indian Council for Social Sciences Research
14. Research and Information System for Developing Countries
15. Indian Council for Research on International Economics

BHUTAN

1. SNV, Bhutan 

NEPAL

1. International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), Kathmandu
2. National Centre of Competence in Research (NCCR), Kathmandu
3. South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE), 

Kathmandu
4. South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Kathmandu

PAKISTAN

1. Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and Industries (FCCI), Faisalabad
2. SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI), Islamabad
3. SAARC Human Resource Development Center (SHRDC), Islamabad
4. South Asia Partnership Pakistan (SAP-PK), Lahore
5. ActionAid, Pakistan
6. Embassy of France, Pakistan
7. Embassy of Germany, Pakistan
8. Embassy of Ukraine, Pakistan
9. Friedrich Eibert Stiftung (FES), Pakistan
10. Heinrich Boll Stiftung (HBS), Pakistan
11. Human Resource Development Network (HRDN), Pakistan
12. Oxfam Novib, Pakistan
13. Search for Common Ground (SFCG), Pakistan
14. The World Bank, Pakistan

SRI LANKA

1. Centre for Poverty Analysis (CEPA), Colombo
2. Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Colombo
3. International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Colombo
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INTERNATIONAL

BELGIUM

1. East West Institute
2. European Environment Bureau (EEB), Brussels
3. NGO Ship-breaking Platform (NSP), Brussels
4. Zero Mercury Working Group (ZMWG), Belgium

TAJIKISTAN 

1. The Regional  Environment Centre for Central Asia (CAREC)

CANADA

1. International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Canada

EAST and WEST AFRICA

1. Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA), Kenya
2. The Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA) Ghana
3. Institute of Policy Analysis and Research (IPAR), Rwanda
4. Innovations Environment Development (IED)

GERMANY

1. German Federal Foreign Office, Berlin 
2. German Institute of Global and Area (GIGA), Hamburg 
3. Deutsche Institutfür Entwicklungspolitik (DIE), Bonn
4. Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Bonn 

JAPAN

1. Asia Pacific Forum for Environment and Development (APFED), Japan
2. Asia Pacific Network for Global Change Research   (APN-GCR), Japan
3. Asian Productivity Organization (APO), Japan
4. Japanese Ministry of Environment

LATIN AMERICA

1. Fundaciónpara el Avance de lasReformas y lasOportunidades (Grupo Faro), Latin America

SWITZERLAND

1. National Center for Competence in Research North-South (NCCR N-S), Switzerland

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 1 4



            170

UNITED KINGDOM

1. Development Alternatives Incorporated (DAI) 
2. Institute of Development Studies (IDS)
3. International Alert (IA)
4. Minority Rights Group International (MRG)
5. Open Knowledge Foundation (OKF)
6. Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium (SLRC)
7. The Overseas Development Institute (ODI)

NETHERLANDS

1. Oxfam-Novib, Netherlands

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1. East West Center (EWC), Honolulu, Hawaii
2. Blacksmith Institute (BSI) 
3. Global Alliance for Incineration Alternatives (GAIA)
4. Health Care Without Harm (HCWH), United State of America
5. International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)
6. The PIC Group, United States
7. United States Institute of Peace (USIP)
8. World Alliance for Mercury-Free Dentistry (WAMFDI)
9. The Stimson Centre, United State of America

THAILAND

1. Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development (AFPPD)

MALAYSIA

1. Asia Pacific Adaptation Network (APAN), Malaysia

SWEDEN

1. Global Water Partnership

MULTILATERAL AGENCIES

1. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Pakistan
2. International Labor Organization (ILO), Pakistan
3. International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
4. United Nation Development Programme (UNDP), Pakistan
5. United Nation Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (UNREDD) 

Programme, Switzerland
6. United Nations Economic & Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Thailand
7. United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), Korea and Pakistan
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8. United Nations World Food Program (WFP)

ACADEMIA 

1. Center for International Peace and Stability (CIPS) (NUST), Islamabad
2. COMSATS Institute of Information Technology (CIIT), Pakistan
3. GIFT University
4. Higher Education Commission (HEC) 
5. Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Pakistan
6. Institute of Business Management Sciences (IBMS)
7. Institute of Management Sciences Peshawar
8. Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Lahore
9. London School of Economics (LSE)
10. London School of Economics, UK
11. Louisiana State University (LSU), Department of Oceanography and Coastal Sciences , United 

States
12. National Institute of Pakistan Studies (NIPS)
13. National University of Sciences and Technology (NUST)
14. Pir Mehr Ali ShahArid Agriculture University, Pakistan
15. University of Agriculture Faisalabad (UAF), Pakistan
16. University of Bradford, United Kingdom
17. Centre for Climate Change Studies (CCCS), University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
18. University of Engineering and Technology (UET) Peshawar, Pakistan
19. University of Gujrat, Pakistan
20. University of Peshawar (UPESH), Pakistan
21. University of Zurich (UZH), Switzerland

MINISTRIES/GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT/COMMITTEES

1. Government of Khyber Pukhtunkhwa
2. Ministry of Climate Change (MoCC), Islamabad
3. Ministry of Commerce (MoC), Islamabad
4. Ministry of Finance
5. Ministry of National Food Security and Research (MNFSR), Islamabad
6. Ministry of Petroleum and National Resources (MPNR), Islamabad
7. Ministry of Planning, Development & Reform
8. Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST), Islamabad
9. Ministry of Water and Power (MoWP), Islamabad
10. National Economic Advisory Council (EAC)
11. National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), Islamabad
12. Pakistan Engineering Council (PEC), Islamabad
13. Senate’s Committee on Human Rights (Sub Group on Environment)

BILATERAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES

1. Australian Aid Agency for International Development (AusAID)
2. Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA)
3. Department for International Development (DFID)
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4. European Commission
5. United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

FORMER SDPI PARTNERS

1. Association for Humanitarian Development (AHD), Hyderabad
2. Badin Development and Research Organization (BDRO), Badin
3. COMSTECH, Islamabad
4. Council of Social Sciences Pakistan (COSS), Islamabad
5. Sahara Welfare Foundation (SWF), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
6. Geo Television, Jang Group
7. Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association (BELA), Dhaka
8. Institute of Governance Studies (IGS), Dhaka
9. Unnayan Onneshan, Dhaka
10. Centre for Study of Science Technology and Policy (CSTEP), Bangalore
11. Centre for the Study of Developing Societies (CSDS), Delhi
12. Indian Institute of Dalit Studies (IIDS), Delhi
13. Institute of Economic Growth (IEG), Delhi
14. Institute of Rural Management Anand (IRMA), Gujrat, India 
15. National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), Delhi
16. Public Affair Centre (PAC), Bangalore
17. Environmental Camps for Conservation Awareness (ECCA), Kathmandu
18. Institute for Social and Environment Transition (ISET), Kathmandu
19. Regional Center for Strategic Studies (RCSS), Colombo
20. Affiliated Network for Social Accountability (ANSA), Africa
21. Fisher Folk, Canada
22. International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN), Canada
23. Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP), Canada
24. African Technology Policy Studies Network, (ATPS), East Africa
25. Ethiopian Development Research Institute (EDRI), East Africa
26. Makerere Institute of Social Research (MISR), East Africa
27. Research on Poverty Alleviation (REPOA), East Africa
28. The Advocates Coalition for Development and Environment (ACODE), East Africa
29. The Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF), East Africa
30. The Economic Policy Research Centre (EPRC), East Africa
31. The Ethiopian Economic Policy Research Institute (EEPRI), East Africa
32. The Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA), East Africa
33. Social Science Research Center (WZB), Germany
34. Institute for Global Environmental Strategies (IGES), Japan
35. Instituto de EstudiosPeruanos (IEP), Latin America
36. Instituto Desarrollo (ID), Latin America
37. Grupo de Análisis Para El Desarrollo (GRADE), Latin America
38. Fundación ARU, Latin America
39. Institute for Advanced Development Studies (INESAD), Latin America
40. Fundación Dr Guillermo Manuel Ungo (FUNDAUNGO), Latin America
41. Fundación Salvadoreñapara El Desarrollo Económico y Social (FUSADES), Latin America
42. Foro Social de DeudaExterna y Desarrollo de Honduras (FOSDEH), Latin America
43. Centro de Análisis y Difusión de la Economía Paraguaya (CADEP), Latin America
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44. Centro Ecuatoriano de Derecho Ambiental (CEDA), Latin America
45. Asociación de Investigación y Estudios Sociales (ASIES), Latin America
46. International Society of Doctors for Environment (ISDE), Switzerland
47. Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA), Sweden
48. Swedish Standards Institute (SIS), Sweden
49. Agroscope Reckenholz Tanikon (ART), Switzerland
50. Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (HD), Switzerland
51. Strategic Approach to International Chemical Management (SAICM), Switzerland
52. World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Switzerland
53. Oxfam GB, United Kingdom
54. Oxfam International, United Kingdom
55. Practical Action Consulting (PAC), United Kingdom
56. Pacific Basin Consortium for Environment and Health Sciences (PBC), United States
57. The Commonwealth Secretariat, United Kingdom
58. Centre d’Études, de Documentation et de Recherches Économiques et Sociales (CEDRES), 

West Africa
59. Consortium for Social and Economic Research (CRES), West Africa
60. The African Institute for Applied Economics (AIAE), West Africa
61. The Center for the Study of the Economies of Africa (CSEA), West Africa
62. The Centre for Population and Environmental Development (CPED), West Africa
63. The Institute for Empirical Research in Political Economy (IERPE), West Africa
64. The Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER), West Africa
65. The Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research (NISER), West Africa
66. UNEP National Committee of Republic of Korea (UNEP NATCOM ROK), Korea
67. United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
68. Kathmandu University (KU), Nepal
69. Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Institute of Science and Technology (SZABIST) University, 

Pakistan
70. Human Right Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), Lahore
71. National Energy Conservation Centre (ENERCON), Islamabad
72. Pakistan Council for Renewable Energy Technologies (PCRET), Islamabad
73. Pakistan Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA), Karachi
74. Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)
75. Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), Switzerland
76. Inter Cooperation Peshawar
77. Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) 
78. Pakistan Poverty Alleviation Fund (PPAF), Pakistan
79. Sustainable Agriculture Action Group (SAAG), Islamabad
80. Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF), Islamabad
81. National Integrated Development Association (NIDA), Peshawar
82. Centre for Afghan Civil Society Support (CACSS), Kabul
83. Affiliated Network for Social Accountability-South Asian Region (ANSA-SAR), Dhaka
84. Bangladesh Center for Advanced Studies (BCAS), Dhaka
85. Centre for Policy Research (CPR), Delhi
86. Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), New Delhi
87. Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi
88. The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), New Delhi
89. Center for Science and Environment 
90. South Asia Centre for Policy Studies (SACEPS), Kathmandu
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91. Initiative Prospective Agricole et Rurale (IPAR), West Africa
92. The Asia Foundation (TAF), Pakistan
93. Switzerland National Science Foundation (SNSF), Switzerland
94. Woodrow Wilson
95. Government College University (GCU), Pakistan
96. Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE)
97. University of Punjab
98. Pakistan Institute for Trade and Development (PITAD), Islamabad
99. Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP)
100. Board of Investment
101. Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
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Annexure IX: Audit Report
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