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Introduction
The Sustainable Development Policy Institute’s (SDPI) Seventeenth Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) was
held from 9 to 11 December 2014 at the Best Western Hotel, Islamabad, Pakistan. The overarching theme of the SDC
was ‘Pathways to Sustainable Development’. Each SDC is
designed to be a forum for sharing and exchanging dialogues on sustainable development issues with academia,
civil society, legislators and policy makers.
This year’s SDC looked at the leadership change in China,
Pakistan, Iran, Bangladesh, India, and Afghanistan that
could hold the key in shaping the pathways to sustainable
development in this region. The region needs political and
executive leadership that has a commitment to strategize
for peace and human security and raise tangible safeguards
for the political economy of the region while engaging with
the primary stakeholders, i.e. the people.
In this backdrop, issues of climate change, migration, sustainable and inclusive economic growth; sharing of energy resources across the region; environmental challenges;
food security; human rights; women in the peace process;
regional connectivity; and, many others were deliberated
on. The Conference aimed to identify the role of different
stakeholders, especially the governments, civil society and
private sector that may engage differently to define new
pathways to sustainable development.
At this SDC, 28 concurrent sessions were organised during
the three-day Conference. In addition, the following three
keynote plenary sessions were also organised:
i.

ii.		
		
		

The Future of SDGs in South Asia in the Context
of Changed Political Leadership by Dr Shamshad
Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General of the United 		
Nations; and Executive Secretary of Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), Bangkok, Thailand
Pathways to Sustainable Development by
Dr Ishrat Husain, Director, Institute of Business 		
Administration, Karachi, Pakistan

iii.		
		
		
		
		
		

H.U. Beg Memorial Lecture by Dr Hafiz A.
Pasha, For mer Minister of Finance, Government
of Pakistan fol lowed by Valedictory Session on
Pathways to Inclusive and Sustainable
Development: Making the Journey Possible by the
following speakers:

•

Prof. Amar Nayak, Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration, India
•
Dr Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, University of
Dhaka; and, Unnayan Onneshan, Bangladesh
•
Dr Sania Nishtar, Former Federal Minister of
Education & Training, Government of Pakistan
Seventeenth SDC: Country Representation
In this SDC, 194 panellists from 18 countries participated
as speakers, special commentators, chairpersons and guests
of honour. It was the highest number of panellists as compared to the previous years. The 18 countries that our panellists represented are as follows: Afghanistan, Australia,
Bangladesh, Belgium, Bhutan, Brazil, France, Germany, India, Ireland, Kazakhstan, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, UK, and the USA.
His Excellency President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
Mr Mamnoon Hussain, was the Chief Guest at the Opening
Plenary. Other luminaries who graced the occasion include:
Mr Ahsan Iqbal, Minister for Planning and Development;
Mr Ishaq Dar, Federal Minister for Finance, Engineer Khurram Dastagir Khan, Minister for Commerce; Mr Sikandar
Hayat Khan Bosan, Minister of National Food Security and
Research; Dr Waqar Masood Khan, Secretary Finance; H. E.
Dr Cyrill Nunn, Ambassador to Pakistan, Embassy of Germany; H.E. Mr Janan Mosazai, Afghanistan Ambassador to
Pakistan; and, Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Seventeenth SDC: Donors and Partners
SDPI’s Seventeenth Sustainable Development Conference was held in collaboration with the following donors
and partners: International Development Research Centre
(IDRC); World Food Programme (WFP), Pakistan; International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD); and,
Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations
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(FAO); United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Pakistan; International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) –
Pakistan Strategy Support Program (PSSP), Pakistan; Heinrich
Böll Stiftung (HBS), Pakistan; Higher Education Commission
(HEC), Pakistan; Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) International; Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES), Pakistan; United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Asia-Pacific Regional Centre, Thailand; United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP); Overseas Development Institute (ODI), UK- Secure Livelihoods
Research Consortium III (SLRC III); Alif Ailaan, Pakistan;
Save the Children, Pakistan; Asia-Pacific Network for Global
Change Research (APN), Japan; Nestle, Pakistan; ActionAid
Pakistan (AAP); Mahindra Sanyo Special Steel Private Limited
(MSSSPL), India; National Centre of Competence in Research
North – South (NCCR N-S); South Asian Network for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE), Nepal;
Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable Development in the South (COMSATS), Pakistan; and South Asia
Partnership Pakistan (SAP-PK).
Launch of SDPI’s Publications
The peer-reviewed SDC Anthology titled ‘Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow’ based on 16 chapters and one keynote address jointly published by SDPI and Sang-e-Meel was
launched by the President of Pakistan, H.E. Mr Mamnoon
Hussain, at the inaugural plenary of the Seventeenth SDC on
9 December 2014. A soft copy of the book can be downloaded
from the following weblink: http://www.sdpi.org/sdc/publications.php?event_id=394
The chapters were peer reviewed by a panel of 37 national and
international referees and edited by three co-editors.
Other publications launched at the SDC 2014 are listed below:
1. SDPI’s Annual Report: 2013—2014
2. Pathways to Sustainable Development Amid “6F” Crisis in
Pakistan
3. Energy Vision 2025
4. Coal Fired Power Generation In Pakistan
5. Shale Oil and Gas: Lifeline for Pakistan
This SDC Special Bulletin contains detailed proceedings of the
Conference sessions.
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Opening Plenary:
The Future of SDGs in South Asia in the Context of Changed Political Leadership
Welcome Address:  Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Address by Guest of Honour: Mr Ahsan Iqbal, Federal Minister for Planning, Development & Reforms, Government of Pakistan
Address by the Chief Guest: H.E. Mr Mamnoon Hussain, President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Remarks by the Chairperson: Former Ambassador Mr Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, Board of Governors,  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Keynote Speaker: Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations; and Executive Secretary of Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Bangkok, Thailand
Report by:  Ms Zareen Khan,  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

His Excellency Mr Mamnoon Hussain, President of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, inaugurated the Seventeenth Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) arranged by the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) in Islamabad
on 9 December 2014. He congratulated SDPI for contributing to policy research on sustainable development for the
past 22 years. He was pleased to note the efforts of SDPI in
helping the Government of Pakistan make sound policy on
issues of food security, energy, education, and social sector
development.
He stated that the world is amidst an important transition
in the global commitment to the development. In 2015, Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) will turn into a bigger
development commitment for human development targets
in the shape of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
SDGs would focus more on building resilience of the people, particularly the poor and marginalised communities.
He said that the government of Pakistan gives the highest
priority to the agenda of sustainable development. The
government’s objective is not only to increase per capita
GDP but also to usher in an era of peace and prosperity.
He believed that sustainable development should pave
way for social justice, and cater to the well-being of people
across generations.

Promoting regionalism, he said that acting in isolation is
no longer viable. This is evident in the way countries are
aligning themselves regionally and globally to gain maximum benefits on issues of national interest. Collaboration
is occurring in trade, disaster risk reduction, climate change
and sustainable development. In his view, the external dimensions of development compel us to look for regional
peace, security and harmony in the neighbourhood. He
was of the view that the recent floods in South Asia, particularly in Pakistan and India, call for urgent measures at
regional level to set in place a cross border response and
rescue mechanism. He also emphasized the significance of
the 18th SAARC Summit held in Kathmandu in November
2014. He observed that despite some procedural difficulties, the summit concluded with a progressive ‘Kathmandu
Declaration’. This declaration calls for deeper integration
for peace, progress and prosperity of the people living in
South Asia. The declaration shows that Pakistan is keen to
follow the path of regional integration and as a nation believes in resolving the regional issues through constructive
talks and dialogues in the light of resolutions of the United
Nations. Pakistan expects all regional leaders to reciprocate
the same.
Concluding his remarks, he said that sustainable development in Pakistan and the region will require a lot more
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than the short-term remedial measures. If the region wants
to promote human and social development, then it is imperative that pro-poor expenditures align with longer-term
demands of our population in health, education, women
empowerment and clean environment.
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal, Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Reforms in Pakistan, talked about the importance
of democratic governments in the region. Speaking of sustainable development pathways, he emphasized the need
to fill in the gap between knowledge and doing, with a propoor strategy. He mentioned that South Asian countries
have the economic indicators of middle-income countries
but social indicators of under-developed countries. He observed that given that the region has worked in isolation for
sustainable development, there is dire need to work together to pursue regional development goals. He stressed that
we live in the era of unprecedented change and paradigms
shifts, which require unprecedented collaboration.
Dr Shamshad Akhtar, Under-Secretary-General of the
United Nations and Executive Secretary of Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), gave
her keynote speech on ‘The future of SDGs in South Asia in
the context of changed political leadership’. She said that
rising greenhouse emissions threaten the health and livelihood of the people in the South Asian region. Every one-degree increase in temperature will result in 98cm increase
in the sea-level having catastrophic effects. If this happens
Bangladesh will be the worst hit in the region. To mitigate the effects of climate change, she said that a system of
environmental economic accounting can help address the
issues of economic growth while taking into account the
environmental impact, especially in the context of South
Asia. Additionally she recommended that low carbon sustainable technologies be adopted to achieve sustainable development in the region. To help offset the costs of climate
change mitigation, South Asian countries can tap into the
Green Climate Fund that has been allocated US$ 10 billion
to promote Clean Development Mechanisms (CDM).
She stressed the importance of mobilizing and streamlining the efforts of the South Asian countries on sustainable

development architecture. Improved institutional coordination will help in developing strong nexus among social,
environmental and economic growth indicators. She also
recommended that the region take a holistic approach toward the three mutual and self re-inforcing pillars.
Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri spoke about the dramatic changes
in political dimensions in South Asia in less than half a decade. The recent emergence of rapidly growing, multi-party democracies in South Asia has led to elections of new
political governments. Despite the doubts about electoral
transparency cast by the respective opposition groups, one
thing is clear. There is no “organized opposition or viable
alternative to electoral democracy”.
He observed that the challenge to sustainable development
for the region is straightforward, “Should we work in isolation and, thus, fail in isolation?” He was of the opinion
that the region needs to work together if it is serious about
achieving the goals of sustainable development. While concluding his remarks, he added that we must utilize this august gathering to usher in an era of political stability, peace
and cooperation – within and across borders. We must
utilize this forum to come up with a vision for inclusive,
sustainable development, which sustains peace and prosperity, not just today but for all ages to come.
Former Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel welcomed the dignitaries and Dr Shamshad Akhtar to the event. While giving his brief introduction to the Sustainable Development
Conference, he talked about the six clusters outlined in the
‘UN Roadmap to dignity’ for sustainable development.
These clusters are eradication of poverty, health, prosperity, planet, justice and partnerships. He said that our region
has pockets of affluence amidst the sea of poverty.
The consensus of the speakers was regional cooperation
for a sustainable future that respects the goals of poverty
alleviation, equitable economic growth and environment
protection.
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Session A-1: Food Security Session I
Food Security in Pakistan:
Issues and Way Forward
Chief Guest: Mr Sikandar Hayat Khan Bosan, Minister of National Food Security and Research, Government of Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Mr Patrick T. Evans, Country Representative,  Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO)
Mr Peter Scott-Bowden, Deputy Country Director, World Food Programme (WFP)
Dr Shakeel Ahmed Khan, Food Security Commissioner, Ministry of National Food Security and Research, Islamabad Pakistan
Mr Malik Zahoor Ahmad, Chief Coordinator, Zero Hunger and Family Farming Programme, Ministry of National Food Security and
Research, Government of Pakistan
Speakers:
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director,  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Krishna Pahari, Head of Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping Unit, United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)
Panel Organisers:  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI);  World Food Programme (WFP);  Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO); International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
Report By: Mr Sheheryar Haq, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Speaking at the panel, Dr Shakeel Ahmed Khan said that
food security has always been an issue but in 2007-8 there
was a huge food security crisis at the global level that made
food security a mainstream issue. There was a combination
of various factors that contributed to this food security crises including high fuel prices, food utilization for bio-fuel,
DAP fertilizer and increased prices. All these increased the
cost of production as a result of which 970 million people
were threatened globally by food security.
To tackle the issue of food security, multiple organizations
are working, but all of them have different figures/numbers. He recommended that they should join hands to tackle food insecurity effectively.
Famers’ needs and investment in the agricultural sector
should be prioritised during policy making for sustainable
food production and for ensuring food security.
Even with ample food production, poor utilization can
cause food insecurity. There are many food and non-food
sectors that directly or indirectly affect food security. Both
these sectors must discussed separately. He further urged
on development in climate smart agriculture to develop

such varieties of crops that can result in high yield production even in difficult climate situation, such as droughts
and floods.
Speaking at the panel, Minister Mr Sikandar Hayat Khan
Bosan said that Pakistan has made remarkable progress
over the past decade in the area of agriculture and food
production. Pakistan is not just able to fulfil its food demands but also s exports some products including wheat
and fruits. Having said this, much is needed to be done to
achieve complete food security for each household for safe
and clean nutritious food, asserted the Minister. There are
many threats to the current food security in the country,
among them the biggest are the natural disasters. According to the FAO, 60% growth in agriculture sector globally is
needed to meet future demands for food. Without Investing
and supporting agriculture sector, this cannot be achieved.
Food security is a high priority issue for the Government,
and the goal is to achieve a society free of hunger and malnutrition, he emphasized. It is one of the seven pillars of
Vision 2025, in which the Government wants to reduce the
percentage of food insecure population from 60% to 30%.
To achieve this, the Government has initiated many pol-
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icies that give productivity, enhancement, value addition
and better returns to farmers, particularly small farmers.
Some of the major steps taken by the Government to counter food insecurity include Scaling Up Nutrition Movement (SUNM), Zero Hunger and the Family Farming Programme.
Lessons learned from Brazil in food security will be adapted to the Pakistani situation and for this purpose a pilot action plan of Zero Hunger and Family Farming Programme
will soon be launched. The Government welcomes partnership and supports in order to help end food insecurity in
Pakistan, stated the Minister.
Talking at the panel, Mr Malik Zahoor Ahmad said that Pakistan has to face its shortcomings. Each new government
ignores the previous government’s work and starts its own
new policy for food security. There must be a single consistent national policy that is followed by the successive
government. Only such a resolve at the national level will
provide us tools to counter food security. We have to give
priority to food security and allocate more funds on a regular basis.
Lessons must be learned from countries far and near and
tailored to Pakistan’s needs. Pakistan is passing through
crucial times. This will be one of the very few chances we
can get to have sustainable development. Serious commitment on behalf of all parties, government and non-government organisations and full implementation of policies will
result in a thriving Pakistan, concluded Mr Ahmad.
Presenting on ‘Food security in Pakistan – recent trends
and outlook’, Dr Abid Q. Suleri warned that food security
is a major issue in Pakistan. Even though Pakistan is an agricultural country and produces surplus food, it still faces
chronic malnutrition and food shortages. Pakistan has been
facing multiple disasters in the same year ranging from
floods, droughts, famine, earthquakes, etc. Food production
in Pakistan is depended upon just 41 districts from Punjab
and part of Sindh because they produce enough food while
rest of the districts depend on them. Rest of the country has
just a few selective districts that are food secure.
Food insecurity within the households is another major
problem. Children, women and the elderly are marginalized due to various reasons such as economic, cultural, literacy, etc. There is also a hidden hunger challenge known
as micro malnutrition among the food insecure children.
About 44.5% children are facing stunting and 50.6% population is not consuming recommended nutrition.
Food security in Pakistan is dependent on further major
factors such as food availability, food access and food utilization. About two-third of Pakistan population is at the
borderline of food insecurity.
Limited economic means and stability have impacted the
economic access paradigm of food access. About 50% of Pa-
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kistan population is below poverty line of USD 2 per day.
There is a huge labour gender disparity, i.e. 24.4% female
and 82.9% male. Most of the farmers do not own the land
they work on. All of these affect income power of the poor
and they are not able to access the required amount of.
Instability is another major reason which is threatened by
droughts, floods, conflicts, etc. All these contribute to raising food prices. Physical access is also a contributing factor
to food access. In Pakistan there a few places where due to
non-existing or crumbling infrastructure, it becomes difficult for people to access food.
Food wastage, health, sanitation and poor quality of food
have the most impact on food utilization. Food poisoning
due to contaminated water makes food security more difficult. The knowledge of nutritious food and minimizing
food wastage can contribute greatly to controlling food insecurity.
Food insecurity is not an isolated problem. Food security is
actually an accumulated result of many various problems
such as low production, deforestation, agricultural and
fishery issues, earning power, inflation, health and education issues, lack of jobs, water, power, etc. There is no single
solution to this problem.
The Ministry of Food Security and Research must play a
role of one-window umbrella for providing access to various ministries and in non-governmental agencies so that
better coordinated solutions can be implemented in Pakistan.
There must be a high level food security council in the
country chaired by the Prime Minister. This council should
look at food security issue from all various angles and initiate policies that enable Pakistan to achieve sustainable food
security.
Talking at the panel, Dr Krishna Pahari informed the audience that the food security analysis in Pakistan is a joint
study of the WFP, FAO, UNICEF, and other agencies under the guidance of Government. Pakistan is facing serious
food insecurity challenge. According to Global Hunger Index (GHI), Pakistan ranks at 19.9. Crossing index above 20
will mean alarming situation for the country. This shows
how serious food security crises are in Pakistan.
There are two very good programmes that were launched
in Pakistan, Zero Hunger and Family Farming Programme,
and Zero Stunting Children. Zero Hunger Programme has
two main objectives: 1: no person is left hungry and 2: everyone enjoys the right to food.
Zero Stunting Children in Pakistan is focusing on malnutrition of children. Stunting happens in children under
the age of 5 due to malnourishment. The Government and
non-governmental agencies are working to make Pakistani
children free from stunting by controlling malnourishment.
The Government needs to make a sound strategy/pol-
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icy that is inter structural, multi administrated and cross
ministerial to have good coordination and single focus to
achieve sustainable food security.
Pakistan needs indigenous, nationally owned food security and monitoring institution that does periodic study every 4-5 years to identify arrears that are lacking and how
they can be overcome. It should also keep a close eye on
frequent disasters, their affects and prevention, in terms of
food security.
Women’s literacy rate needs to be improved. It is observed
that education for women is the best way to address food
security at the household level. Women empowerment is a
very important factor for ensuring food security.
Dr Pahari stressed that the Government needs to give priority to family farming, sustainable food production projects and resilient food systems. By doing this, Pakistan can
become the best lead example of food security in the world,
he said.
Mr Patrick T. Evans said that Pakistan is a country of contradictions. While over 50% of its people are food secure
and 40% children stunted due to malnourishment, yet it
is the eighth agriculture producer in the world, seventh in
wheat production (25 million matric tones), sixth in apricots, fifth in milk, fourth in mangoes and cotton, and second chickpeas
Geography and climate play a vital role. About 24% of total
area is rain-fed and around 60% of the total area is rangelands. These rangelands partly support livestock farming.
Pakistan is facing multiple disasters in a single year such as
drought in one season and floods in another season of the
same year.

Another big issue that is cause of food insecurity is access.
People are not able to get the food they need within the
available means. About 19 UN agencies have collaborated
with the World Bank and Asian Development Bank to focus their efforts more effectively in Pakistan. This group has
decided to focus on six priority areas. 1: access and quality services, 2: economic growth, 3: resilience to shocks and
disasters, 4: strengthening government, 5: gender equality
and social justice, and 6: food and nutrition security. Food
security needs the most efforts and support. In order to
resolve this situation there are four flagship projects that
were launched in Pakistan, i.e. 1: enhance household nutrition and food security, 2: support to scaling up nutrition,
3: support lady health workers, and 4: food security and
monitoring systems.
WFP is the most front running agency in the world working for hunger free society, stated Mr Peter Scott-Bowden.
WFP not just provides immediate rapid response to food
security problem anywhere in the world but also initiates
many long term sustainable programmes to counter food
security.
In Pakistan despite good food production, it is facing serious household food security and malnutrition crises. There
are various reasons for this but biggest are limitations to
economics access to food, education, healthcare, and poor
food quality.
WFP is currently working in 45 districts across Pakistan
with diverse activities. This includes support for 1.5 million
temporarily displaced people in the north-west of Pakistan.
WFP is grateful for help and support from the Pakistani
Government most notably 150 metric tonnes of wheat donation that is second highest donation to WFP in Pakistan.

Session A-2:
Planning in the 21st Century
Chair: Dr Khaqan H. Najeeb, Director General, Finance Division, Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Dr Aliya H. Khan, Dean, Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
Dr Stephen Davies, International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), Islamabad
Mr Pradeep Mehta, Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) International, India
Mr Sompal Singh Shastri, Vice Chairman, State Planning Board, Madhya Pradesh, India
Dr Sajjad Zohir, Economic Research Group, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organisers and Moderators: Dr Vaqar Ahmed and Mr Muhammad Adnan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI),
Islamabad, Pakistan; and International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) - Pakistan Strategy Support Program (PSSP), Pakistan.
Report by: Ms Qurat-ul-ain Syed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Planning in the 21st century will require some rethinking
and introspection to refine the process and smoothen any
future kinks that may occur as a result of short-sightedness
and complications during the implementation phase. Rein-

vention and innovation in planning is key for sustainable
development. The panel on Planning in the 21st Century
consisted of a brainstorming session for planning structures. Dr Khaqan Najeeb, Director General at the Ministry
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of Finance, Islamabad who presided as the Chair of the
session, emphasised that the future of planning must be
demand-driven. In a highly liberalised and market driven
economy, the planning structure must be organised accordingly. The role of the government has largely evolved over
the last two decades; there is a shift from centralised planning. The discussants identified the role of planning, how
it is institutionalised into the current scenario and how the
institutions can be strengthened.
Dr Aliya H. Khan from the Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad, felt that in order to move forward it was important to learn from our history. While giving Special Comments at the session, Dr Khan said that from 1955-1990,
there has been 40 years of consequent five-year development planning in Pakistan. In 2005, the process for the medium term was indicative of a change in name only, but not
in content, but now one sees that five-year plans are at least
being linked to long term plans. Sustainable development
has now emerged and we witnessed a movement towards
human capital and sustained growth. Vision 2025 is Pakistan’s most recent road map for development which consists of seven pillars that are linked with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). In order for these pillars to function
without friction there must be streamlined coordination
between units. Furthermore the 18th Amendment requires
linking national targets with provincial targets.
Dr Stephen Davies from the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFRI), Islamabad, pointed out that planning
still needs to be done for public expenditures. He gave an
example of how India has abolished the planning commission recently due to a sense of reinvention, and how China
has accelerated liberalised policies. Dr Davies said that the
era of government spending on growth is over, so efficiency in investment and projects that incentivise governments
to work should be a priority. Targeting is essential for this
where data analysis is needed, complications however,
tend to arise when data becomes political. A multitude of
issues emerge in the form of mistrust between public and
private sector resulting in dissonance between the law and
market, limited access, inadequate legislation and ambiguity that surround the role of economic planning. It was the
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effectiveness of government that matters not the size that
would determine its success.
Mr Pradeep Mehta from the Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) International, India, talked about the federal
nature of India and Pakistan, and the nature of conflicts
that arise due to this. Vision documents tend to be more
mission-centric rather than planning-centric, he said. The
new government in India, which emerged as a majority
party, is carrying along its partners to create a more inclusive approach.
India is being governed not just by the Prime Minister but
the chief ministers of each province which was not the case
during Jawaharlal Nehru’s term. Narendra Damodardas
Modi government, with the confidence of his constituencies, has abolished its planning commissions, this is indicative of a new approach towards planning. Mr Mehta
further deliberated that it is important to understand why
planning works but plans do not work. Even the most
conservative forces in India are in favour of market-based
solutions. Five chief ministers are appointed by rotation as
members; this sends out a message that it will no longer be
business as usual.
Mr Sompal Singh Shastri from the State Planning Board,
Madhya Pradesh, India felt that the planning process is
what counts, his remarks were based on his experiences
in India. From a small rural farm to the highest level of
bureaucracy, the best data comes from interacting with
the common man, and taking lessons from history. He explained that, in the past the Indian Planning Commission
had been criticised due to its stagnancy and bureaucratic
structure and has been unable to fulfill its mandate, but
now. the Planning Commission makes an assessment of
country’s situation, then a plan is formulated for efficient
resource allocation; a time is set for its completion; and
finally identification of factors that are trending ensuring
success in planning. Mr Shastri said that in the aftermath
of World War II and the Partition, India has since pulled
itself out of a black hole, from a learning process of 68 years
India’s 11th plan is the most comprehensive finally titled
as inclusive growth. For planning in the 21st century, envi-
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ronmental degradation, social and political tensions must
be factored in.
Dr Sajjad Zohir from the Economic Research Group, Dhaka, Bangladesh, highlighted that planning must be done in
accordance with awareness of current global structures in
which the international community is interacting. Dr Zohir
stressed on the need to tailor and innovate, and that no generic solutions can be applied. He said that Bangladesh’s
Planning Commission is still in effect, “rethinking planning
means rethinking the broader governance”.
Dr Zohir said that a country must decide how it chooses
to identify itself in a post-Cold war, globalised era. Budget
planning and resource mobilisation is integral to the planning process and finding the right balance between budgeting and planning is the key. He continued that scenario
has changed over the last two decades; governments must
master how to recognise market factors and identify where
the public can establish its niche. Dr Zohir emphasised that
by focusing on outcome variables we have been ignoring
structures; by mobilising resources and going beyond traditional roots we can change our destiny, when we reinvent
the planning process.
Dr Khaqan Najeeb reiterated that planning must be demand sensitive and adhere to country needs and present
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its deliverables as soon as possible. The Economic Reform
Unit in Pakistan is doing just that and perhaps there is a
need for every Ministry to have such units, with a more
comprehensive understanding of planning in the 21st century and keeping in mind the evolving role of the Planning
Commission, developing countries can move towards inclusive sustainable growth.
Policy Recommendations:
• The government needs to understand trends where the
sectoral approach is important.
• All stakeholders must be engaged, from the highest up
officials to the rural farmers at the grass-root level.
• We must ensure availability and authenticity of data
to draw evidence-based analysis when making policy.
• Fiscal federalism is crucial in central planning, particularly within the dynamics of the 18th Amendment.
• Government should remove distortions to help private
sector grow.
• Resource allocation and understanding of international
scenario during time of planning is imperative.
• Constitution can help to provide for district planning.
• Planning should not be confined to economic development, but take in account the context of social and environmental issues as well.

Session A-3:
The Impact of Climate Change on Mangrove Ecosystems in South Asia
Co-Chairs:  Mr Mahmood Akhtar Cheema, International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Karachi, Pakistan; and,
Mr Cherian Mathews, Oxfam GB, Bangkok, Thailand
Special Remarks by: Mr Muhammad Ali Shah, Pakistan Fisher-folk Forum, Karachi, Pakistan
Speakers
Mr Kashif Majeed Salik, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Ms Sadia Ishfaq, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Waheed-ul-Zafar, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Muhammad Zia-ur-Rahman Hashmi,  Senior Scientific Officer, Global Change Impact Studies Centre (GCISC), Islamabad, Pakistan
Moderator: Ms Elishma Noel Khokhar, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizers: Mr Kashif Majeed Salik, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report By: Ms Sadaf Nawaz & Ms Shahida Arif Khan,  Sustainable Development Policy Institute(SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Kashif Majeed Salik presented his study on ‘Socio-economic vulnerability of the mangrove ecosystems to climate
change in South Asia: a case study of Indus and Ganges
Deltas”. The purpose of his research study was to understand community’s perceptions of the socio-economic vulnerability of mangrove ecosystems to climate change as
observed and projected climate change scenarios. The following questions were addressed to explore the answers:
What are the likely drivers of community’s sensitivity to
climate change? What are their impacts? What should be
the key adaptation options for increasing community’s re-

silience? He briefly presented the background of the study.
‘Mangrove Ecosystems’ are very productive and a source of
livelihood. According to a study, one hectare of a well-protected and healthy mangrove ecosystem can produce from
15 kg of crabs to 400 kg of fish, mollusk, and shrimp that
mature in off-shore areas and about 85,000 metric tonnes
of fish (PKR 7.9 billion which is more than 1% of GDP) for
export. They are important in protecting land from disasters like cyclones, tsunamis and floods. It was found that
the scientific evidence of climate change coincides with
perceptions of locals’ residents. Vulnerability is defined on
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the basis of a system’s exposure and sensitivity to climate
change, moderated by its adaptive capacity. According to
Composite Vulnerability Index, it was found that the Indus Delta mangroves ecosystems of Pakistan lie in high
vulnerable region i.e. 0.580 CVI, while Ganges mangrove
ecosystem of Bangladesh lies in medium zone i.e. 0.441 CVI
as per research. Various adaptation options for increasing
community resilience were identified such as safe drinking
water; enhanced literacy rate and that the capacity building
should be enhanced for climatic preparedness and innovation.
Ms Sadia Ishfaq made a presentation on ‘Ecological assessment of the Indus Delta: Environmental flows under
climate change scenarios’. The Indus Delta Mangrove ecosystem is the world’s fifth largest ecosystem. It caters to
biodiversity of endemic and indigenous species. About 1.2
million people reside in Keti Bandar and 135,000 people are
dependent on it for their livelihood. Environmental flows
(E-flows) can be defined as amount of Indus River flows required to sustain healthy ecosystems in Indus Delta. They
are dependent upon magnitude, frequency, duration and
rate of change. Various methods for assessment of E-flows
were identified. In order to define Environmental Management Classes (EMC), various indicators concerning the following questions were explored: what is the current status
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of aquatic ecosystems in Indus Delta? What E-flows are required in Indus Delta under the existing ecological conditions? What E-flows will be required under different flow
regimes of future climate scenarios, and what will be their
impact on Indus Delta? Indicators assessment was carried
out on the basis of literature review and expert interviews.
Pakistan lies under C (50-74) and D (30-49) class in accordance with EMC, which is a sum of actual indicator scores
as a percentage of the maximum possible sum. It was observed that habitats have been disturbed but basic ecosystem functions are still intact. Large changes in natural habitat, biota and basic ecosystem functions have occurred and
a clear lower than expected species richness. Under normal
circumstances communities are affected by rate of E-flows.
If the rate of E-flows increases then community will be benefit otherwise if it decreases, then the communities will get
poorer and vulnerable.
Mr Waheed-ul- Zafar presented his paper on the ‘Institutional analysis for Mangroves at Indus Delta: the case of
Keti Bandar, Pakistan’. His presentation analysed how institutions will be working to compensate communities to
bridge their gaps. He discussed the triangular relationship
between ‘state’, ‘institution’ and ‘resource users’. Locals do
not destroy their forests or mangrove ecosystem because
they know that their coming generations’ livelihood is
dependent on it. But there is a mafia which destroys the
forest for their own ends. The purpose of the study was
to develop necessary framework of adaptation for policy
and institutional intervention for mangroves’ sustainability
and development for decision-makers at local, national and
regional level. A major gap identified was unawareness of
property rights among the community. It was recommended that an inter-institutional committee should be set up.
Dr Muhammad Zia ur Rahman Hashmi, focussed on ‘Spatiotemporal patterns of land cover changes under changing
hydrological conditions in the Indus River Delta’. The Indus
Delta is considered as one of the world’s most threatened
large deltas. The mangroves of Pakistan cover the coast line
of Pakistan which is 1050 km long (Sindh 350 Km; Baloch-
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istan 700 km). The objective was to find out mangroves’
dependency on fresh water from Indus Delta. The study
aimed to assess changes in land cover, especially the all-important mangrove forests of a selected area of the Indus Delta in response to changes in the local hydrological regime
(e.g. wet, dry, flood), through comparing land cover status
for various hydrologically significant years during period
from 1987 to 2011. Hence, it was found that any decrease
in rainfall or river flow or both under a future scenario will
further aggravate the life of Indus Delta Mangroves and associated ecosystem. Degradation of mangrove forest cover
will affect the livelihoods of the local community and make
the settlements and ecosystem therein more vulnerable to
more frequent and intense extreme hydrological events.

disaster like tsunamis (such as in 2004). They act as lungs
for residents of Karachi and coastal areas by the absorbing
CO2, emphasized the speaker.

Mr Mohammad Ali Shah stated that “Indus Delta was
formed over a period of thousands of years but it took only
few years to be destroyed by us.” The mouth of Indus River
is its delta and if the river mouth is disturbed, the river does
not flourish as river anatomy would get disturbed. He said
there are two main reasons for the destruction of mangrove
forests. Firstly, the flow of river Sindh is obstructed and
secondly due to land grabbers a.k.a ocean grabbers, which
was a new term coined by Mr Shah. In Karachi, the three
main land grabbers are the DHA, Qasim Port and Karachi
Porters (KPT). Mangroves helped in safeguarding against

Mr Cherian Mathews acknowledged the research studies
and suggested adaptive measures on how to bring southto-south learning, and recommended that multi-stakeholder mechanism should be established by the governments.
There is a need to to follow development approach since
implementation is not there. Research studies should be
disseminated to public so they can benefit and acquire
knowledge. Migration and urban development are two sectors that should be worked upon because the world population is increasing and conserving the mangroves ecosystem should be prioritised, he concluded.

Mr Mahmood Akhtar Cheema stressed that the speakers
should make judicious use of data analysis. Common efforts are under way such as maintaining E-flows by providing sustainable supply of water for better health of mangrove ecosystem. But in the last seven to eight years, the
vegetation cover has raised due to the continuous efforts
towards plantation by community and different organizations . Urbanization is also an important aspect to deal with
but it should not take place at the cost of environment, Mr
Cheema emphasized.

Session A-4:
Policies, Regulation and Environmental Compliance in Textile Industries in South Asia
Chair:  Dr Safdar Sohail, Pakistan’s Economic Minister, Brussels, Belgium
Special Remarks by:  Dr Rehana Siddiqui, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Zia Ul Islam, Director NEQS and Laboratories, Pak-EPA, Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Zia Khattak, Pak-EPA Director Laboratories and NEQS, Ministry of Climate Change, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
Mr Moazzem Golam Khondaker, Center for Policy Dialogue, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Ms D. W. Kinkini Hemachandra, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka
Mr K. H. Muthukuda Arachchi, Central Environmental Authority, Sri Lanka
Mr Muhammad Khan, COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Lahore, Pakistan
Mr Waseem Gulzar, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organisers and Moderators:  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI),  Islamabad, Pakistan; South Asian Network
for Development and Environmental Economics (SANDEE), Nepal; Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad,
Pakistan
Report by: Mr Waseem Gulzar, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Safdar Sohail chairing the session highlighted the importance of compliance issues in South Asia and Pakistan
specifically by explaining how Pakistan is presently facing
difficulties after availing the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP) plus status.
Mr Moazzem Golam Khondaker from the Center for Policy
Dialogue, Dhaka presented on “Environmental regulations

and the textile industry in Bangladesh”. He explained how
the textile and garments’ industry in Bangladesh continues
to be highly polluting despite the presence of environmental regulations and stringent compliance requirements by
the international buyers. He examined how different environmental policies and regulations apply to the textile
sector. Commenting on the study, Dr Rehana Siddiqui
emphasized that the study needs to explore facts whether
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the industry is complying to the regulations or bribing the
stakeholders to show them as compliant; or whether it is
consuming large amounts of water for diluting the pollution.
Ms D. W. Kinkini Hemachandra from the University of Sri
Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka, discussed current environmental regulations in Sri Lanka and whether they provide
the right incentives for firms in the textile and garment industry to adopt environmental management systems. She
also emphasized that market pressure from international buyers is the dominant reason pushing firms towards
sound environmental practices.
Dr Rehana Siddiqui, commenting on Ms Hemachandra’s
study added that comparatively Sri Lankan industry is performing better than India, Bangladesh and Pakistan’s industry when it comes to exports and perhaps these South
Asian countries need to replicate the same environmental
models as that of Sri Lanka’s industry to increase export
potential.
Dr Safdar Sohail also applauded efforts by the Sri Lankan
Government to protect its environment. He added perhaps
it is the cleanest industry in South Asian context which is
why Sri Lanka has an added advantage when it comes to
enjoying the GSP plus incentives.
Further to Ms Hemachandra’s presentation, Mr. K. H.
Muthukuda Arachchi from the Central Environmental
Authority, Sri Lanka, explained that Sri Lanka has taken
huge steps to control this pollution problem. He presented
the whole policy framework under which firms in Sri Lanka operate. He analyzed the framework to illustrate how
the Government ensures compliance after regulations are
passed. He furthered his analysis by highlighting how the
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Government has taken voluntary initiatives along with the
industry to cope with this problem.
Mr Muhammad Khan from the COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Lahore, presented on the “Occupational hazards and the costs of non-compliance by the
textile sector in Pakistan”. He gave his analysis on cost of
illness associated with respiratory disease known as Byssinosis among the textile workers. He explained the disease
prevalence in different work sections, level of awareness
about safety information and use of safety gadgets among
workers by collecting the data using health diaries. He
identified appropriate dust control standards for the industry and policy implications for controlling this disease.
In response to his presentation, Mr Zia Ul Islam, Director
NEQS and Laboratories, Pak-EPA, Islamabad, responded
that perhaps his research still needs to do further analysis
because if this is the case, everyone in the factory or facility would be affected and would have fallen sick which is
not the case if looked at the number of cases reported. He
further explained that in order to avoid dust and fabric particles from any human contact, all factories in Faisalabad
maintain a certain humidity level at the premises, which
helps in settling fast any such dust or particles, and this
factor has not been mentioned in this study.
Mr Waseem Gulzar, Researcher at SDPI, explained that
environmental regulations are fully enacted in Pakistani
context but due to weak implementation, regulations cannot be enforced. His exposition of the analysis showed that
different types of firms such as large and medium, behave
differently under international and regulatory pressures.
EPA regularly monitors the industry but due to weak enforcement, regulations cannot be implemented. Also regulations need to be revised every year with the mutual consultations of industry, EPA and association. In response to
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his findings, Mr Zia Ul Islam responded that the Federal
EPA always does consultation with the industry and APTMA before passing any regulation and all policies are made
in light of the industry’s point of views. He said that all
types of textile processing industries need to export and the
Government is encouraging this as it will not only increase
firms’ export potential but industry at large will be more inclined to ensure compliance. He further explained that the
Government is thinking of applying voluntary incentives
to those firms which take self initiatives to deal with the
problem of environmental pollution along with regulatory
pressure.
Dr Rehana Siddiqui and Dr Safdar Sohail commented that
such studies should be carried out in research institutions
to know the industrial problems. The industry and government should also encourage such research ventures as it
will not only be helping industry by proposing solutions to
their issues but will also keep a close watch on environmental aspects as the whole world is concerned about environmental protection and safety of human health.
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Dr Safdar Sohail gave concluding remarks by emphasizing
that Pakistan still needs to do a lot in case of environmental
protection because such things have never been a priority before. Due to international dynamics, Pakistan faces a
lot of pressures when it comes to exporting to the USA or
European countries. Any such study will be an eye opener
for every stakeholder. He further said that when he was in
negotiations with regard to GSP plus, the biggest problem
he faced was that no such material or research was available in the context of Pakistan. So this study is a good effort to highlight all such issues which Pakistan faces at the
international level. He also explained that the Government
needs to realize this and take steps to solve the problem. He
further mentioned that any such regional study is a great
effort by SANDEE which offers researchers in South Asian
countries to talk at a single forum and discuss their countries’ issues and propose solutions in the form of policy
recommendations, which provides focus and clarity to all
other stakeholders.

Session A-5: Food Security Session II
International Experience and Cooperation
Chair: Mr Malik Zahoor Ahmad, Chief Coordinator, Zero Hunger and Family Farming Programme, Ministry of National Food Security and Research, Government of Pakistan
Special Remarks by:  Dr Sohail Jehangir Malik, Innovative Development Strategies (Pvt) Ltd., Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers
Mr Siemon Hollema, Senior Regional Advisor, WFP Regional Bureau for Asia, Bangkok, Thailand
Mr Prithviraj Nath, Consumer Unity & Trust Society (CUTS) International, India
Mr Syed Moazzam Ali, Joint Secretary, International Cooperation, Ministry of National Food Security and Research, Government
of Pakistan
Ms Cynthia Jones (via Skype), Deputy Director, WFP Centre of Excellence against Hunger, Brazil
Dr Mac Kirby, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Australia
Panel Organisers:  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI);  World Food Programme (WFP);  Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO); International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
Report by Mr Humayun Farooq, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Talking about regional perspective on food security at
the session, Mr Siemon Hollema stated that Asia is rising
in terms of economic growth and there is exponential rise
in income of per person from $ 7,000 to $ 15,000 in 2025
and by keeping that rise of income per person, Asia’s GDP
will more than double by 2025. As Asia hosts 60% of world
population, the realities in that region include that over 500
million people are undernourished, 37 million children are
stunted or wasted, national disasters are increasing and
rapid urbanization leads to new food security challenges
in the rural areas.
Mr Syed Moazzam Ali pointed out at the national nutrition survey analysis of 2011 in which 58% household were
found food insecure, 19.8% with moderate hunger, 9.8%
with severe hunger, 58.2% of urban households and 60.6%

of rural households were food insecure, 63% children under 5 years of age were anaemic and 32% underweight. He
spoke about the policy steps taken by the Government including National Zero Hunger Programme announced by
the Prime Minister meant for food security for all through
food availability, food access, food use and utilization and
stability. The Programme is meant to tackle with food insecurity and malnutrition in the country by 2030 from a 2012
baseline achieving food security for all by 2050.
Mr Prithviraj Nath from CUTS International explained that
South Asian developing countries have made significant
progress in shift from MDGs to SDGs though MDGs have
not been fully achieved. SDGs ensure access to affordable,
reliable sustainable and modern energy for all. While looking at the challenges which have been faced in South Asia
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with limited resources Mr Nath shared the statistics that
South Asia houses approximately 40% of global poor, only
3% of global land to accommodate one-fourth of global
population, increasing population with decreasing agricultural land. Keeping these statistics in mind, he suggested
that we should approach Sustainable Development Investment Portfolio (SDIP) approach for food security which focuses on the issues of water, better regional cooperation,
policy reforms, technology transfer and capacity building
by targeting the poorest and most vulnerable particularly
women and girls. To implement the SDIP approach, the agricultural policy should promote crop diversification and
crops to be grown in suitable agro climatic region. There
should be appropriate pricing of water and electricity; market intelligence and infrastructure needs to be developed
and there should be strengthening of extension services.
Energy efficient equipment, fostering trade, alternate energy sources like natural gas and solar energy could make
way forward for food security in terms of integrated planning and management and promote trans-boundary resource sharing and trade.
Dr Sohail J. Malik categorised food security into four elements i.e. availability, accessibility, utilization and sustainability and these four elements are directly related
to income, poverty, nutritional status and resilience. His
emphasis was on total number of undernourished people
which has decreased the world over except in South Asia
and Sub-Saharan Africa where it increased between from
1990-2014. Giving the reference of HIES study 2007, Dr Malik said that the dilemma regarding food security can result
in substantial governmental subsides and losses in South
Asia and other countries.
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Ms Cynthia Jones talking via Skype shared the experience of
Zero Hunger Strategy in Brazil and acknowledged success
in fighting hunger and food insecurity. Cooperation in the
South can be a powerful driver of capacity development for
developing countries. She said that WFP´s experience and
Brazilian model are likely not the best fit for government to
take on as is but can be designed to fit in with the government plans and priorities leading to national ownership.
She described Brazil Zero Hunger Strategy which has four
pillars: food access, income generation, strengthening of
family agriculture and articulation, mobilization and social
control. Lessons from the Zero Hunger Strategy are strong
central policy and legal frameworks, she emphasized. For
this there must be strong political will, coordination among
the institutions, decentralized programme implementation,
community oversight and civil society and supply driven
approach to small holder farmers provided by the institutional markets.
Dr Mac Kirby talked about the food security experiences in
Bangladesh and Pakistan, the past trends and the way forward. Bangladesh food growth in recent years has grown
very rapidly because of increased population but the country is surplus in rice and exports have been made which
will increase in the future. One major challenge faced by
Bangladesh in producing grains is land as it is the most
densely populated country in South Asia. Bringing the attention towards Pakistan, he stated that like Bangladesh,
food production has increased in recent years due to increase in yields and water resources but to be more specific,
he warned that we have to control our water wastage.
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Session A-6:
Bringing Resilience to Semi-Arid Economies against Climate Change
Chair:  Prof. Dr Rai Niaz Ahmad, Vice Chancellor, Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agriculture University, Rawalpindi, Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Dr Pervez Amir, Asianics Agro Development International, Karachi, Pakistan
Dr Guy Jobbins, Overseas Development Institute UK
Ms Simi Kamal, Aurat Foundation Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
Mr Abdallah Issa Henku, Centre for Climate Change Studies (CCCS), University of Dares Salam, Tanzania
Mr Benjamin Mohr, Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC), Almaty, Kazakhstan
Mr Kashif Majeed Salik, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizer and Moderator: Ms Sadia Ishfaq, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Elishma Noel Khokhar and Mr Muhammad Ali Inam, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, (SDPI), Islamabad,
Pakistan

According to Bizikova et. al (2012), arid and semi-arid
lands (ASALs), home to over 1 billion people and covering 15% of global land, are vulnerable to climate change
due to low annual precipitation, high ecological sensitivity,
and underlying poverty exacerbated by dependence on traditional livelihoods. Semi-arid economies across Asia and
Africa exhibit varying levels of development and adaptive
capacities in coping with climate change.

•

The primary purpose of the panel on “Pathways to Resilience in Semi- Arid Economies against Climate Change”
was to generate discussion amongst stakeholders regarding
the recently launched joint DFID- IDRC project, ‘Pathways
to Resilience in Semi-arid Economies’ (PRISE) which focuses on bringing climate resilient development to semi-arid
regions in Asia and Africa.

•

Panel speakers included representatives of PRISE consortium from semi-arid regions of Tanzania, Tajikistan and
Pakistan. The focus of their presentations was a country
specific response to the following questions:

•

How do semi-arid lands in the specific country/region
contribute to the national economy? What is the development status and socio-economic condition? What are
the predominant economic activities in their ASALs,
and how do they contribute to building (or undermining) climate-resilience?
How do governments balance economic aspirations
with development needs and priorities in pursuance of
sustainable and climate-resilient development?
How can political decisions be facilitated to make the
development process (and economic growth) resilient
to adverse impacts of climate change? What are the
high-level adaptation priorities both in public and private sectors?

Mr Abdallah Issa Henku from the Centre for Climate
Change Studies (CCCS), University of Dare Salam, Tanzania, spoke on the importance of natural capital to Tanzania’s SAL’s identified agricultural production of crops such
as maize, millet and sorghum, livestock keeping, bee keeping, tourism, mining and fishing as the most prominent
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natural capital markets and sources of employment and national income in the region. To give examples he described
the Kibaigwa Maize market which is famous for being the
‘Great East Africa’.

is a key factor leading to low agricultural productivity and
consequently low economic returns and reduced incomes
for farmers. Poor returns trigger migration undermining
economic growth’.

He stressed that these economic activities however are
under threat in ASALs of Tanzania and Kenya as these
geographical regions are extremely vulnerable to climate
change risks such as poor soil fertility, water scarcity, frequent droughts, deforestation, high temperatures, erratic rainfalls and loss of natural habitat and vegetation and
hence require immediate adaptation measures. To make
development climate resilient, the government has established climate change related strategies in order to develop
a national climate change strategy. He stressed however on
the need for private sector to be motivated in order to invest in ASALs. He also called for immediate attention on
the need to channelize remittances in rural area development and motivating small scale miners to invest in technologies that are climate resilient.

Mr Kashif Salik from the Sustainable Development Policy
Institute gave a country situation assessment, analysing the
current situation of climate resilient development in Pakistan, examining the current development context, the role
of governments, institutions and finance, and current and
future climate risks affecting human and natural capital
and markets. He pointed out that although the government
has a comprehensive National Climate Change Policy, the
following factors have hindered climate resilient development in ASALs and hence require immediate attention:

Mr Benjamin Mohr discussed the impacts of climate-induced disasters in Tajikistan. He first indicated that Tajikistan is ranked low in the human development index (0.622
in 2012) and faces a high poverty rate of 47%. He said that
the climate is semi-arid continental to polar in the mountainous regions and mountains occupy 93% of territory in
Tajikistan. While describing significance of climate change,
he indicated that Tajikistan fulfils almost 100% of its energy
demand through hydropower and it is the least contributor
of carbon footprints. Besides this fact, it is the country in
Central Asia and East Europe which faces highest vulnerability.
He pointed out that within the period of 1940-2007, the air
temperature raised by 1-1.5C, especially in the plain areas
of South and Central Tajikistan. He said that ‘Climate high
mountain models predict an increase of annual mean temperature throughout Tajikistan leading to glacier melts.
These glaciers are feeding 22 million people of Central Asia
which depend upon irrigated agriculture. On the mid to
the long term, it is expected that climate change will have
significant impact upon river flows feeding the Central
Asian region. He said that Tajikistan is prone to natural disasters and due to climate change and glacier melting, flash
floods, mudflows, droughts, pest outbreaks and forest fires
have significantly increased over the past years. He highlighted that around 500 natural disasters resulting in losses and damages of US$ 200 million in Tajikistan take place
every year. He indicated that natural disasters have been
accountable for 9.5% of the country’s GDP during 19992008. He highlighted that a sustainable and viable agriculture sector is important to female workers and to the cohesion of rural communities. He indicated that in Tajikistan,
agriculture provides 64% of employment and contributes
around 21% of the GDP. He said that ‘There is a close nexus
between land degradation and poverty. Land degradation

•
•

•

•
•
•

Despite direct manifestation of climate change on Pakistan’s economy, issues of climate change, sustainability
and poverty continue to be treated in silos
Consistent political and socioeconomic instability,
pressing issues of poverty, food insecurity, macroeconomic instability and energy crises, divert attention of
policy makers
Micro scale = Opportunities exist in linking efforts towards poverty alleviation, human development with
building climate-resilience efforts that build capacities and raise incomes, livelihoods and socioeconomic
inclusion which cushions a nation’s ability to recover
from climate shocks and long-term impacts of climate
change
Macro = Investments in governance, institutional
building, are likely to pay-off as stronger institutional
capacities contribute to resilience building
Disconnect between development planning (e.g. Vision
2025) and sectoral/national policies (such as National
Climate Change Policy)
Lack of political commitment may be as a result of limited understanding at the policy level of the seriousness of the issue

Similarly, Dr Pervez Amir pointed out that although documentation in Pakistan is up to the mark, the country lacks
technological development as well as having inadequate
mitigation strategies. Highlighting the resources and lives
lost in the recent flooding, he stressed, “Unless we start balancing and sharing benefits, we will only see turmoil.”
Dr Guy Jobbins from ODI pointed out that the key objective
of climate resilient development in ASALs should be inclusive growth, that is, “growth that works for the poor”. For
instance, when brainstorming on ASALs development, we
need to think of how investments in sectors such as tourism
and mining can help create access to jobs and skilled education for current and future generations.
Ms Simi Kamal gave a broad view of gender sensitiveness,
water resource management and political instability in
terms of climate change. She said that if political instabili-
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ty and areas most affected by climate change are superimposed, we will find both of them at the same place. While
targeting poor and marginalized community, she said that
they depend upon environment entitlement for food, water
and fire. She highlighted that as environment has become
difficult to live, environmental entitlement goes down and
the direct impacting the marginalized community. She said
that ‘we cannot manage climate change if we do not manage water resources and for this purpose, we have to delink
water from politics’.
Mr Rai Niaz Ahmad said that the need of the hour is to
discuss climate change impacts and sit together for solutions. The fact is that climate change is there and we have to
find out how to convert it into an opportunity. He indicated
that there will be no food issue in the world but the only
issue is that of food distribution and sharing. While giving
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importance to Pakistan’s agricultural demand, he indicated
that in the near future China will be demanding food from
Pakistan.
He said that low quality water used for agriculture is problematic. Sustainable agriculture is extremely important for
ensuring food security. While talking about water scarcity, he indicated that in the Potohar region, there is 80010000mm rainfall annually, potential of 13000 ponds and
we claim that Potohar has no water. While giving the positive aspects of climate change, he said that time is coming
for Pakistan to enjoy agriculture and take benefit from it.
“We should go for better technological system by indicating that an acre yields around 5-6 tons tomato in Pakistan
while we have a system in Rawat which yields around 500600 tons per acre without compromising the quality” he
asserted.

Session A-7:
Towards Inclusive and Sustainable Growth Reforms
Chair: Dr Nadeem-ul-Haque, Former Minister and Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, Government of Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Ms Anjum Assad Amin, Director General, Pakistan Institute of Trade and Development, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
Mr Sompal Singh Shastri, Vice Chairman, State Planning Board, Madhya Pradesh, India
Dr Pervez Tahir, Former Chief Economist, Planning Commission of Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, University of Dhaka; and, Unnayan Onneshan, Bangladesh
Panel Organiser and Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by Ms Rabia Tabussum, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Mr Sompal Singh Shastri from India defined inclusive
growth as everybody’s participation in development. Participation is essential because unless one participates in
productivity, s/he is not entitled to have a share. He expressed the importance of neglected agriculture sector in
India which is a major contributor to their economy. It is
evident from the fact that the whole organized sector of
Indian economy including federal government, the state
governments, district governments, formal education system and the corporate sector account for only 9% of em-

ployment. He suggested the increase in investment in agriculture sector. It sustains 62% of population, employs 56%
of workforce, contributes 14% to the exports and produces
important raw material and this sector gives a very high
economic return, he stressed. The investment in irrigation
can raise the productivity by up to 1.1 ton per hectare to 3.5
tons per hectare. This potential has to be utilized. Furthermore agriculture has been rated as the most potential sector
for additional generation of jobs.
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He further said that employment for everyone is essential
for inclusiveness. During India’s 8th and 9th Plans, the
addition in workforce was increased at 2.4% per annum
whereas employment increased at 1.8%. At the advent of
globalization, liberalization and the so-called reforms, the
employment elasticity to GDP reduced by 1%. It implies
that every year 2.5 million people would be added to the
list of unemployed. The whole process of economic development was denying the participation of a large population. Therefore this inclusive growth became the title of the
11th Plan. Programmes like the Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme in India ensure 100 days of employment at a
prescribed minimum wage rate in every year for a landless
person. That is a success story in positive terms, he said.
Dr Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir from Bangladesh spoke
about the issue of less global competitiveness of industries
since in Bangladesh only two industries—readymade garment industry and pharmaceutical industry—are globally
competitive. In India, it is automobile and pharmaceutical
industry. Three major issues to inclusive growth are compulsion, partner based subsidies and weak political settlement, he stressed. Moreover, it is required to deal with the
partner based subsidies and rent seeking. The political stability is a key to growth.
Ms Anjum Assad said that climate change is another threat
to global economy especially for developing countries as
they lag behind in response. Natural disasters like floods
due to the climate change negatively affect the growth of
the economy on a large scale. Vast scale damage to crops,
livestock and human life were caused by these disasters.
This damage can be minimized with effective and proper
mechanism and planning. The adaptive capacity building
of the country to climate change is necessary. Moreover, the
infrastructure of a country has to be made more resilient
to cope with climate change. Again institutions and governance are the key elements of this adaptive capacity and
resilience, she pointed out.
Dr Pervez Tahir presented the results of privatization and
suggested that the actual question for achieving inclusive
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growth is not whether to privatize or not, it is the matter of
exploring the hindrances to policies to attain the desired results. Whatever policy a country adopts, its success is determined by the institutional strengthening and good governance. The failure of privatization policy during the 1990s
is an example of it. The idea behind privatization was the
utilization of released resources for poverty and fiscal deficit reduction. But that policy was unable to get significant
improvement in efficiency and productivity of privatized
units. The public debt and fiscal deficit increased instead
of decreasing, total investment went down, unemployment
got raised and ultimately the dream of inclusive growth
shattered during this period. He concluded by saying that
a social contract which involves the state as just one player
is important.
Dr Nadeem-ul-Haque said that all three countries have
young population, the labour force is growing and regional
growth is dependent on our individual growth. We need
to create inclusive growth and growth at more than 8% for
the next 25 years. He concluded with the remarks that institutional and governance reforms are inevitable to achieve
inclusive growth in South Asia and the debate should be
changed, it should be practical rather than theoretical. Here
institutions are not efficient enough to translate the inclusive growth goals.
Discussion
The participants discussed the demand supply issues, accountability and transparency. A participant asked about
the role of state and said that after making the industrial
policy, the next question was how to implement that policy. So it needs political will and legislation. Dr Nadeem-ulHaque added that some policies have been implemented
like the GST, environmental agenda and trade liberalization.
A participant from Nepal questioned unbiased application
of rules, laws and regulations in South Asia. Political settlement is determined among the elites and hence the question
of inclusive institutions still remains. He also wondered
why incentives are not available for institutional reforms.
Some other comments were made with reference to political instability, lack of access to social services, public institutions and information which hinder growth.
An industrialist said that the public private partnership is
essential for industrial growth.
A panellist commented that it is not beneficial for private
sector to step into public goods, therefore, the government
is the last solution in these cases. We must talk about institutional and governance reforms. One needs to think what
kind of monetary, fiscal and production capacity expansion
policy a state has and analyse the political failure and failure of governance, not the economics that has failed.
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Session A-8:
Future of Religious Minorities in South Asia
Chair: Dr Mira Phailbus, Ombudsperson Punjab, Lahore, Pakistan
Report Launching of Searching for Security: The Rising Marginalization of Religious Communities in Pakistan
Mr Ahmad Salim, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Ms Mome Saleem, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Humaira Ishfaq and Mr Ahmad Salim, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers
Dr Nathalène Reynolds, l’Institut Français de Recherche sur l’Afrique (French Institute of Research on Africa), Kenya
Dr Sukhadeo Thorat, Indian Council of Social Science Research, India
Panel Organiser and Moderator: Mr Ahmad Salim, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Huma Dad Khan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr Mira Phailbus, Ombudsperson Punjab from Lahore,
while chairing the session talked about the future of religion minorities in South Asia and said that across the
world, the minorities face difficulties. In Pakistan minorities essentially suffer due to their poorly reflected rights in
the Constitution of Pakistan. Dr Pahilbus said that we need
to live together in harmony and faith. She said that there
are laws for minorities in the country but there should
be an effective implementation of these laws as well for a
peaceful society.

that the marginalised group should be treated equally, as
per their citizen rights given in the Constitution of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan. He suggested that the Government
should revise the existing policies regarding the minorities
by involving them in political leadership and thus securing
their existence in the society. He further said that the state
must take initiatives for allocating special quotas in public
employment at all levels and restriction must be lifted by
the article 41(2) and 91(3) that banned the minorities to be
the state head and the chief executive of the country.

Mr Ahmed Salim from the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, author of the report titled
‘Searching for Security: The Rising Marginalization of Religious Communities in Pakistan’, shared the key findings
of the publication. The Report is a joint study jointly published by SDPI, International Minorities Group UK and the
Ministry of Foreign Office of the Netherlands. Mr Salim
while moderating the session suggested that the Government should acquire an active role towards promoting
the rights of religious minorities and providing security to
these groups. Government should also provide access and
security to places of religious worships. Mr Salim stressed

Ms Mome Saleem from SDPI, shared her thoughts about
the political participation of the religious minorities at the
launch of this report. The Constitution of Pakistan discriminates against the religious non-Muslim minorities by
restraining them from reaching the two most influential
positions of President and Prime Minister of the state. Ms
Saleem mentioned some of the issues religious minorities
are facing in Pakistan that the non-Muslims political leaders are not able to address their community matters nor
are they allowed to perform fully in the Parliament to fight
for their own rights. She highlighted that efforts are being
made by SDPI to support and strengthen minorities’ voice
and role in the society.
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Dr Humaira Ishfaq from SDPI said that the civil society
participation is also required for bringing balance among
all the citizens of the country both in terms of religious minorities and sectoral conflicts. Dr Ishfaq stressed that the
civil society should provide support to religious minorities
particularly to their women. She added that there is need to
sensitise the police and other law enforcing bodies to avoid
abuse and exploitation of the religious groups. She said that
we should promote harmony by engaging media, and raising awareness among the governance and society. Biased
material in education literature should be removed at the
school and madrassah level.
Dr Nathalène Reynolds from the French Institute of Research on Africa, Kenya, and Visiting Fellow at SDPI,
shared her study on minorities in India, which is a huge territory with one sixth of the world’s population where 80%
are Hindus, 13% are Muslims, and 2.3% are Christians and
1.9% Sikhs according to 2001 census. There are worrying
facts besides the India’s slogan of world greatest democracy state. Dr Reynolds said that minorities have been ruthlessly killed in some parts of the Indian states. In October
1984 some 8000 Sikhs were killed (and 3000 in Delhi alone)
while in Gujrat by February 2002, the number had reached
1000-2000.
Dr Sukhadeo Thorat from the Indian Council of Social Science Research, India, spoke on the policies’ programme
and the present status of minorities in India. He said that
there are up to five minority groups in India, among them
Muslims account for 13% and the largest minority community in the Country. Dr Thorat said that the Indian Constitution gives equality, respect to all religions, freedom of
speech, and freedom to the propagation of the religions to
all minorities. He further said that minorities in India are
also allowed to set up their own religious educational institutes and administration. Additional institution mechanism is also established by the Indian Government in the
form of Ministry of Minorities and National Commission
for Minorities to help the affairs of all minorities in India.
In India, Muslims are highly urbanised at about 36% ur-

banisation rate while on average India urbanisation rate
is 27%. Though urbanisation of Muslims is high, they are
working atodd jobs and level of income is low as compared
to Hindus. Up to 56% Muslims in India are self-employed
but poverty is high due to petty businesses. Literacy rate of
Muslims in India is 71%, which is the lowest among all the
religious minorities due to low female education.
Mr Ahmed Saleem, in the question-and-answer session
said that a political will of the government is the key in
eliminating the discrimination among the minorities and
it is the government responsibility to put stress on all the
stakeholders of the society for ensuring that minorities are
given their due rights. He further recommended that police
reforms are not essential in the context of minorities only.
We know that these marginalised groups are more vulnerable than the general public but police reforms and implementation of law, by law enforcement agencies, can necessarily take place for the welfare of the country as a whole.
Dr Thorat said that policy making is a continuous process. In India there are different national bodies working
for the minorities and these policies will continue. He further added that in India, there is a reservation in education
and government services for lower cast and ethnic group
of the society for other backward casts (OBCs). The OBCs
from Muslim community are also entitled for the reservation. Constitution of India was amended for reservation for
OBCs and this is the major channel for educationally and
socially backward Muslims within the Muslim community
to progress.
Dr Mira Phailbus, Ombudsperson Punjab from Lahore,
while chairing the session talked about the future of religious minorities in South Asia and said that across the
world minorities face difficulties. In Pakistan, minorities
essentially suffer due to their poorly reflected rights in the
construction of Pakistan. Dr Pahilbus said that we need to
live together in harmony and faith. She said that there are
laws for minorities in the country but there should be an effective implementation of these laws as well for a peaceful
society.

Dinner plenary: Pathways to Sustainable Development
Welcome Address:
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director,  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Keynote Speaker:
Dr Ishrat Husain,  Director, Institute of Business Administration, Karachi, Pakistan
Address by the Chief Guest
Mr Ishaq Dar, Federal Minister for Finance, Government of Pakistan
Report by Ms Mariam Nasir,  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
In his welcome remarks, Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director
of Sustainable Development Policy Institute, stated that the
theme of ‘Pathways to Sustainable Development’ for Sus-

tainable Development Conference was chosen in the context of a politically challenged South Asia. He said that all
countries in the region have a lot to learn from each other
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in order to deal with unprecedented poverty, and to make
emergency efforts to revamp the social safety nets.
He advised to focus on taking initiatives at the provincial
level in order to address local level governance challenges
in the social sector. Referring to graduation of Millennium
Development Goals to Sustainable Development Goals, he
said that independent researchers, business communities,
and academia must rise up to the challenge and provide evidence based policy advice to national, global and regional
governance forums.
He emphasized that issues related to climate and environment should not be ignored when aiming for growth of the
economy. He clarified that Pakistan, a country prone to natural disasters, requires a strong resolve from both the government and non-government actors to understand and
implement policies for adoption and mitigation of climate
change threat. He highlighted that South Asia remains food
insecure and efforts should be focused on achieving food
availability, access and utilization.
He advised that for efficient implementation of reforms for
inclusive and sustainable development, Pakistan should revisit the debate on public sector management, governance
of state, state owned enterprises, and civil services reforms.
He added that the provincial government should also
start framing its own business friendly rules of the game
for attracting investment in Pakistan, and emphasized the
need to have an informed debate on the future of regional
trade in Pakistan. He concluded by stating that pathways
to sustainable development are complex and daunting but
achievable only when states, civil society, and markets
seem to work together, not just at national but at the global
level.
Dr Ishrat Hussain, Dean at the Institute of Business Administration, delivering his keynote address on “Pathways to
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Sustainable Development” stated that the scope of sustainable development should be broadened to include shared
growth, and that one of the lessons learnt from the experience of the past few decades is that rapid economic growth
has led to income inequality, regional disparity, and gender
differentials. He advised that pathways should be designed
that have broad based sharing of the benefits of economic
growth so that a large segment of the population is the ultimate beneficiary. He highlighted that there has been progress towards sustainable development during the last three
decades but very little has been done to tackle inequalities.
With sustainable growth and development, there should
be concern about the growing inequalities, he emphasized.
He advised that regional and economic integration, which
can play a critical role in poverty reduction and sustainable
and equitable development, should become the utmost priority area for action by the governments in this region. He
said that concerted effort should be undertaken to reform
institutions and improve governance; the nexus between
energy water and food production in light of the recent evidence of climate change and uncertain future require urgent but careful attention. He further stated that Nepal and
Bhutan have hydropower potential that can be exploited
to serve the energy deficient areas of India, bringing revenue to the former and bringing energy to India; targeting
fossil fuel subsidies, electricity subsidies, gas subsidies on
poor households would reduce the fiscal deficit, expenditure on subsidies, lower the consumption of fossil fuel and
thus, lower carbon dioxide emission; tackling the problems
of air pollution, water pollution and sanitation would improve the productivity of the labour force and add to their
incomes and contribute to higher growth. Imposition of
carbon tax will be a source of government revenue, break
on carbon dioxide emissions through fossil fuels and other
carbon intensive industries, and revenues from this tax can
be initially utilized for subsidizing the development of alternative energy sources. He stressed that treatment plants
in the industrial zones, sewage systems with treatment
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plants, solid waste disposal, and making water accessible
to the majority of the population deserve priority.
Mr Ishaq Dar, Minister of Finance, spoke about the government’s economic achievements as well as shared thoughts
on regional economic cooperation. He stated that the focus should not only be sustainable development but also
shared and inclusive growth. He claimed that the last two
years have witnessed a great change in leadership in a
number of regional countries and he hoped that the change
in leadership will be significant in shaping the pathways to
sustainable development in this region.
He stated that Pakistan has undergone an economic recovery in a short period of 18 months. In 2013, government has
introduced deep rooted economic reforms such as tax and
energy reforms without which meaningful hope for economic revival was not possible.
He claimed that stability and economic prosperity in Pakistan will contribute immensely to the stability of the region.
He stated that it is backward in infrastructural development
and needs 70% of the world’s development funds to make
up the deficit but is just getting 30%. He stated that it is in
the interest of the region to remain free of conflict so that
resources are allocated to improving the lives of the people.
He emphasized that Pakistan is keen to settle disputes with
India and resulting economic opportunities will benefit
both. He advised that Pakistan and India should settle differences so that economic relations are not compromised.
With respect to China, he said that China has invested
significantly in Pakistan in almost all economic sectors.
Pakistan is currently working on Pak China corridor and
MOUs have been signed for energy projects. With respect
to Afghanistan, he said that signing of US bilateral security
agreement which will contribute to stability, current gov-

ernment has taken measures to promote an environment
of trust with Afghanistan and Pakistan is looking forward
to working with the new President and his team in order
to lay foundation of a new beginning of our bilateral economic relationship. He added that there is a tremendous
scope for economic cooperation between the two countries,
even in terms of linking the entire Central Asia with South
East Asia and the Arabian Sea. With respect to Iran, he said
that Iran is a very important neighbour and he was pleased
with easing of sanctions on Iran and looks forward to further improvements in this direction. He added that lifting
of sanctions will have a solitary effect on the economies of
the region and Pakistan will benefit immensely as it will
pave way for the construction of Iran-Pakistan gas pipeline. He concluded by stating that apart from contributing
to regional economy through cooperation with the regional
neighbours, Pakistan is actively contributing to a number
of projects that would enhance regional connectivity and
joint exploitation of regional resources, and by a number of
regional forums where Pakistan is trying to pursue regional
connectivity, prosperity and reduction of poverty.

Session: B-1: Food Security Session III
Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) and Food Security Monitoring
Co-Chairs: Dr Kauser Abdulla Malik, Dean of Graduate Studies, FC College, Lahore, Pakistan
Dr Sohail Jehangir Malik, Innovative Development Strategies (Pvt.), Ltd., Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Mr Francisco Gamarro, Deputy Country Representative, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the
United Nations
Dr Krishna Pahari, Head of Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping Unit, United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), Islamabad,
Pakistan
Speakers:
Dr Madhu Subedi, Advisor, Food Security Policy, National Planning Commission, Kathmandu, Nepal
Mr Pushpa Lal Shakya, National Planning Commission, Government of Nepal
Ms Mehnaz Ajmal, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, Islamabad,Pakistan
Panel Organisers: Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI); World Food Programme (WFP); Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nation (FAO); International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD)
Report by Mr Adeel Asghar and Ms Maryam Abbasi, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
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Giving a detailed presentation on the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), Ms Mehnaz Ajmal emphasized the need for IPC. She said that IPC is a set of protocols
(tools and procedures) to classify the severity and causes
of food insecurity and provide actionable knowledge by
consolidating wide-ranging evidence. She presented the
five phases of IPC according to the severity of the situation where each phase is coded by colour and specific definition, and information is presented in the form of work
sheets, population tables and maps. She further quoted
some points raised in a seminar held at the Planning Commission of Pakistan on 8 December 2014, i.e. we do not have
timely analysis on food security, we do not have reliable
data, and there is no disaggregated data. She said that food
security community lacks a common language for classifying food security situation causing variability in the generated results due to inconsistency in standards and transparency. She was of the view that every sector has its own
perspective to define the severity of food security or insecurity in a region. For example if the analysis is done by the
agriculture sector, the key factor to define the food security
will be the production; if analysis is done by the food department then it will be food stock; and, if analysis is done
by nutrition department then it will be the nutrients. So IPC
is one of the methodologies which are relevant and timely.
She further shed light on the usefulness of IPC in acute and
chronic food insecurity. She said that IPC is very useful in:
•

•
•

•

Enabling the comparability of food security over space
and time by using different maps of the same area in
order to analyse the improving or worsening of the situation.
Integrated food security analysis which is done by using the data from various sectors such as market, economy, climate, agriculture from different sources.
Building technical consensus based on standards,
transparency and evidence can be further strengthened
by increasing accountability, unified conclusion and
multi stakeholder ownership.
Simplifying complexity and decision-making.
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•

While talking about Pakistan she said that in Pakistan,
IPC started in 2012. Till now four maps of IPC have
been generated and four acute food analyses have been
done.

Mr Pushpa Lal Shakya gave a brief policy perspective on
the evolution of Nepal Food Security Monitoring System
(NeKSAP). Explaining the background of Nepal, he said
that 66% population is engaged in agriculture lately, which
was 94% twenty years back. This drastic reduction in agriculture is because of the involvement of other social and
non-agricultural sectors. That is why the contribution of
agriculture sector in GDP has reduced from 50% to 35% in
just 20 years. He said that economic growth rate of Nepal
is lower than it was expected because of its high dependency on agriculture sector which is mainly dependent on
monsoon which has become erratic not only in Nepal but
globally.
While illustrating the current situation of food security in
Nepal, he said by giving food security top priority, Interim
Constitution of Nepal 2007 also recognized food security
as a basic human right. He talked about the recent change
in the definition of food security. In the past, food security
was defined by food production and food deficiency. He
indicated that until now, we attempted to achieve food security by enhancing food production and were using the
old notion to define food security implying if production
is more than requirement, then the region is food secure.
While highlighting the FAO statement about food security,
he indicated that Nepal has now taken the food dimension
approach of food security. These dimensions include availability, access, utilization and stability in terms of food security. He wrapped up by saying that the main problem is
not the food availability but access and utilization.
Dr Madhu Subedi highlighted that food balance sheet explains only availability of food but it does not dictate other three dimensions of food security. He was of the view
that there is a need for a comprehensive analysis system,
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therefore, IPC started a project named NeKSAP. It collects,
analyses and presents information on household food security, emerging crises, markets and nutrition from across
Nepal. It is the comprehensive food security monitoring
and analysis system in Nepal. The NeKSAP was initially
established by the World Food Programme but is currently
being institutionalized by the Government of Nepal in collaboration with the Ministry of Agricultural Development
(MoAD) and the National Planning Commission (NPC). He
said that currently NeKSAP is more focussed on monitoring and analysing acute food insecurity situation, however,
the system is analysing chronic food insecurity. He indicated that after the monitoring phase, there comes need for a
comprehensive process/methodology to use the information in response actions. NeKSAP, during its second phase
developed Food Security Response Analysis Framework
which is shown below:

He further presented the evolution of NeKSAP over time in
Nepal. He indicated that at present, the work is being carried out as per agreement between the National Planning
Commission, Ministry of Agricultural Development and
the World Food Programme. Also, he said that legal provision identity is necessary for the government to continue
the work after the project; therefore, procedural guidelines
have been developed.
He said that now Nepal has institutions, policies and regulations to do the job since NeKSAP has gained recognition
in some important policy documents of the government.
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Emphasizing the need of legit information in IPC, Mr.
Francisco Gamarro questioned, “In Pakistan how many
estimated food insecure people are there and the approximate percentage of rural and urban population of these
malnourished people?”
He further added that food insecurity is going to be a global
problem and it is already a global problem to some extent.
Challenges like water issues, population explosion, and climate change are global, he stated. So there is a real need to
deal with it, and for that we need to be critical but constructive. We need to propose realistic solutions and for that
again, we need proper information for analysis.
Dr Krishna Pahari, while discussing IPC said that if we look
at the progression of NeKSAP, in 2006 Nepal moved from
the traditional food security monitoring to the food security
phase classification stage. He said that the NeKSAP is identifies the areas that need immediate attention in contrast
to the areas which have less or no food security problem
at all. He said that Nepal developed food security phase
classification system by referring to the IPC and looking at
the literature. So with the involvement of Nepalis, IPC was
well accepted by Nepal and now it is well accepted by the
government as well, he emphasized.
While talking about Pakistan, Dr Pahari said that although
there is a need to look at the reference material and methodology globally, the best way to solve the food security
crisis in Pakistan is the need to involve the experts from
Pakistan because they know their problems better. He indicated that in the last phase of IPC, many experts from
various regions of Pakistan gathered in Islamabad and by
taking the maximum advantage of the expertise of these
people, we worked together and decided on the food security phase map of Pakistan. Now in the current phase we
are working on the analysis in provinces where we have
participants from different districts and we have a list of 2022 indicators which is one level of advancement. He further
said that ‘we have many challenges but we are in the right
direction and we already have a platform’. He added, “In
comparison between Nepal and Pakistan, one thing about
Pakistan is better in a way that here in WFP and FAO, we
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are working as one team. We work together with the government to make IPC really meaningful and I hope we can
make further progress in the future.”
While giving a brief background about the food security,
Dr Sohail Jehangir Malik summarized, “We had a number
of programmes on food security. Long ago we had a programme called Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information and Mapping Systems (FIVIMS) which was supported
by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Then we
started Vulnerability Analysis and Mapping (VAM) with
the support of the World Food Programme and which has
its own demerits. At present we are running the IPC programme. We’ve had several phases of it.” While rephrasing
Mr Francisco’s question he said, “I can tell you six different
estimates of food security and insecurity in urban and rural areas. The three essential issues are credibility, ownership, and how to deal with the food insecurity statistics?
Furthermore, he summed up that these problems are not
only on the shoulders of governments rather that we need
to involve NGOs wisely to solve these issues. The government has various constraints like monetary constraints and
human resource constraints. He appreciated that SDPI is
an ideal forum to solve environmental issues as it brings
together civil society and vast cross section of people to one
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desk in order to highlight and solve problems. He wrapped
up with the statement that it is the right time to resolve this
real time issue of food insecurity by involving all non-governmental sectors and mass awareness programmes.
Working Group Discussion: Under this activity carried out
by the WFP, different groups were organized to discuss
diverse issues. One of the groups discussed the issues of
land reforms and water management. They discussed the
dire need of land reforms to address the multiple issues
of food security. They also emphasized on the importance
of water management as water is an important aspect for
food security monitoring. In the working group activity,
experts also suggested that goat and sheep farming should
also be promoted to improve livelihoods of the farmers.
Besides agriculture, other farmers’ schemes should also
be practiced such as scheme of kitchen gardening to help
themselves with issue of food insecurity could be one of
them. Another group emphasized on the need of improved
security in Balochistan as a priority. First their lives need
to be secured only then they will be able to look at other
issues, emphasized the participants. Other participants also
strongly suggested awareness campaign and education related to agriculture in that specific area.

Session: B-2
Case Studies in Sustainable Development Technologies and Practices
Chair:  Eng. M. A. Jabbar, Member of Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
Dr Cathal O’ Donoghue, Head, Rural Economy and Development Programme at Teagasc, the Irish Agriculture and Food Development Authority, Ireland
Dr Pradeep Panigrahi, Deputy General Manager (Sustainability) at Mahindra Sanyo Special Steel Pvt. Ltd., Khopoli, India (presentation via Skype)
Mr Zeeshan Suhail, Manager, Public Affairs Nestlé S.A., Lahore, Pakistan
Panel Organizer and Moderator: Ms Anam A. Khan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Mr All-e-Raza Rizvi and Ms Mehwish Akhter, Sustainable Development Policy Institute(SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
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Act Smart

Think Green

•

Priorities R & D

•

Priorities environmental protection

•

Improve Skill Levels

•

Capitalize on natural advantages and resources

•

Maximize adoption of best practices

•

Build environmental credibility through research and
actions

•

Foster creativity and entrepreneurship

•

Develop an umberella ‘Brand Ireland’

•

Rationalize and collaborate at industry level

•

Satisfy consumer preferences and requirements

•

Improve focus on consumer preferences

•

Conserve biodiversity

•

Review institutional support and regulatory
burden

•

Align sustainability across the supply chain

Eng. M. A. Jabbar briefed the participants about the importance of sustainable development in any country. While
explaining he said that sustainable development in a society consists of three major elements: social development,
economic viability, and environmental obligations. These
three elements define well-being of the society. He further
added that inequality in a society can be reduced through
efficient and effective corporate social responsibility (CSR)
through major stake holders and this can lead towards sustainable development. He added that now on every level
people are participating in sustainable development and
organisations are following CSR practices.
Mr Zeeshan Suhail, while focusing on the case study for
Nestle explained that at Nestle, ‘we have analysed our value chain and determined that the areas of greatest potential for shared value creation are nutrition, water, and rural
development’. He added that for improving nutrition Nestle has different programmes like Creating Shared Value
(CSV) through business, Nestle healthy kids programme,
and nutrition support programme. Through this a lot of
under privileged children, women and challenged people
have been served.
Nestle is also working as a water steward as it is supporting
research and development on water environmental issues
to external institutions and academia. They are also providing clean water to a population of 35,000 people around the
factories on a regular basis.
Nestle is supporting rural development as they have impacted small farmers for income growth by 25%, increase
in girls school education and milk yield increase by 20%
to 50%. The organisation has also established two dairy
farmers’ training and demonstration farms. It has trained
over 5000 farmers and students from partner intuitions and
external projects on dairy development. Nestle Pakistan
is also providing management and technical support to
Dairy and Rural Development Foundation. Furthermore, it
is providing merit scholarships, Industrial Internship programmes, and Nestle medals for high achievers. Nestle has
other programmes to sustain CSV like Nestle healthy kids
programme, Nestle healthy women’s programme, and employee volunteer programme.

Achieve Growth
•

Increase the value of primary output in
the agriculture and fisheries sector by €
1.5 billion by 2020

•

Increase value-added output by  € 3
billion by 2020

•

Achieve an export target of €12 billion
by 2020

Dr Cathal O’ Donoghue, while presenting a case study for
sustainable agriculture in Ireland, defined sustainability as
considering world as a debt we as borrowers from the next
generation. Sustainability means at least paying back that
debt as was received. He added that Ireland mainly focuses on agriculture business and almost 50% of agricultural
produce is exported. Ireland is the sixth biggest exporter
of beef. The net income from agriculture saw a rapid decline in 2008 to 2009 due to the global financial crisis and
in 2009 even the net income showed a negative trend. But
due to excellent policies and commitment the market recovered within a span of five years. While discussing the
future plans and policies, Dr Donoghue, talked about the
vision for “food harvest 2020” for Ireland that will enhance
their output and productivity through implementing smart
green growth (SGG). SGG consists of three parts a) Act
Smart, (b) Think Green (c) Achieve Growth.
For implementation Dr Donoghue discussed the following
points:
•
•
•

•

•
•

Public and private sector should work together so that
everyone participates and gets the benefit.
Organisations should spend money for developing
technologies (through research) so that efficiency
should be increased and cost should be decreased.
Money should be spent on educating the farmers and
provide them training so that they can enhance their
output. Data base should be developed, and success
stories shared.
Government should provide incentives to those farmers who are efficiently trying to be a part of the vision
2020 plan as the most efficient farms are also the most
environmental.
Environmental sustainability highly correlates with
economic sustainability.
Using of Remote Sensing Technology to identify land
use change and plant growth.

Dr Pradeep Panigrahi while focusing on sustainability in
the context of Mahindra Sanyo discussed the initiatives
taken and the CSR policies. He said that the vision of the
company is to be the most admired, successful, and socially
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responsible special steel manufacturer in India by 2018. For
accomplishing this, the company made a policy and set a
benchmark--BHAG (Big Hairy Audacious Goal).
BHAG contains the following requirements:
1. Specific Water Reduction by 50% by 2018.
2. Reducing Scope-1 GHG Emission by 60% by 2018.
3. 50% Reduction in Pollution Level by 2018.
4. 20% use of Renewable Energy by 2018.
5. Zero Waste by 2025.
The BHAG will be achieved through unprecedented collaboration with all stakeholders including global organisations leading in sustainability. Dr Panigrahi further added
that key initiatives taken by the company are as follows:
•
•
•
•

Planted 11,429 tree saplings in F14.
Zero Discharge System for plant waste water.
All colony waste water gets treated through Sewerage
Treatment Plant (STP).
All Electronic Wastes (around 1 MT/ annum) are recy-
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•
•

cled through EcoReco, an MPCB certified recycler.
Mandatory sustainability training for all new inductees
and celebrate days and get different opinions from employees and stake holders.
Installed ‘proInd’ software for Legal Compliance.

CSR dimensions on which Mahindra Sanyo is working are
health, education and women empowerment. The company is providing free medical care to its employees and as
well as to the society (through free medical camps). It provides education through JCMM School which is not only
for employees but now a major part of the student enrolment consists of members of society. It is also providing
free diplomas to the students living in nearby community.
Other than that the organisation has reduced river water
intake by almost 70% in the last four years. The company
has also increased plantation by 97 times in three years to
reduce pollution that leads to 50% drop in pollution load.
To share the achievements on CSR, the company participates in public policy making, concluded Dr Panigrahi.

Session B-3:
Data Revolution: Bringing Data and Evidence to bear upon Pakistan’s Education Policymaking
Chair: Mr Marc-André Franche, Country Director, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Ms Zehra Arshad, National Coordinator, Pakistan Coalition for Education, Islamabad, Pakistan
Ms Scherezad Joya Monami Latif, Senior Education Specialist, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers
Ms Saman Naz, Data & Evidence Campaign Manager, Alif Ailaan, Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Safyan Jabbar, Independent Researcher, Lahore, Pakistan
Mr Asif Memon, Associate Research Fellow, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organisers and Moderator: Mr Asif Memon and M. Hamza Abbas, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Rabia Tabassum and Ms Hira Mirza, Sustainable Development Policy Institute(SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
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Mr Asif Saeed Memon from SDPI started the session by
narrating the tale of the floundering data regime in Pakistan. He stated that data used here is full of mistakes and
that a thorough transformation in this regard is necessary
to achieve the education goals. Mr. Memon said that in the
absence of evidence all policies being put into place can be
described as shots in the dark.
Estimations based on unreliable data are unsubstantiated
and irrelevant; therefore, policies based on these calculations lose their effectiveness. Data and evidence were never a priority of governments, and the credit availability of
some basic level data is shared by non-government organizations, donors and government organizations in Pakistan.
He stated that data itself are full of errors, again reducing
relevancy. Some of the problems with current data include:
timely availability, lack of reliability and comparability, issues with nomenclature, and lack of standardization (standardization of methodologies, its level of aggregation and
disaggregation). Even data collected by one particular organization varies across editions.
Mr Asif Memon also deemed supportive data as equally
important, and highlighted the lack of a national census for
reference purposes. The last census was conducted in 1998
by the Government of Pakistan he reminded, and since
then, population figures are based on conjectures at best,
allowing no precise demographic view of basic indicators.
If one attempts to chalk out a budget for putting out-ofschool children back into schools, data from different
sources would provide varied figures. According to a recent estimate, which puts out of school children (OOSC)
in Pakistan at 5.4 billion, PKR 43 billion are required for
the purpose, along with 135,000 teachers. However, these
calculations turn dubious when a second source is used,
and the failure to come up with a workable policy action
becomes inevitable.
Ms Saman Naz from Alif Ailaan strongly asserted, “You
cannot fix what you cannot measure.” Furthermore she
said that so far there is no agreed figure of out of school
children in Pakistan, and in the absence of an accurate figure for such a crucial indicator, there is little hope for generating coordinated policy support. She also referred to the
significance of a revised population census, in the absence
of which multiple sources publish incomparable data (especially between national and international sources).
While gathering data for Alif Ailaan’s report titled 25 million Broken Promises, Ms. Naz said they came across four
different national data sources, which had reported four
different figures for out of school children (aged 5-16). Data
for private school enrolment was primarily unavailable
and the National Education Census of 2005 was used for
estimation purposes. She suggested a vehement transformation of the data regime in Pakistan and a regular census
of school-going children in order to track essential indicators (such as drop-outs), and to provide authentic national
statistics for private schooling.
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Mr Safyan Jabbar, an independent researcher, presented
his study titled, ‘Do Schools Get Money? Tracking School
Council Grants’ based on districts of Bahwalpur, Mardan
and Sukkur. The study highlighted poor utilisation of
funds and then shed light on data evidence in this regard.
School councils, he said, can play a crucial role in the making and implementation of development plans, in developing relationships between schools and communities, and in
ensuring students’ retention and teachers’ attendance. The
pilot study thus aimed at revealing the usefulness of such
councils, and how the effective management of funds can
lead to a more socially accountable education sector.
It found that all schools (in the said district) were either not
getting the funds they were entitled to, or receiving them
late. Anomalies were also found in the utilisation of money
granted to School Management Councils (SMCs). Mr. Jabbar reiterated the need to have open access to school information at the community level, so that accountability and
effectiveness can be enhanced.
Ms Zehra Arshad from Pakistan Coalition for Education
(PCE) was also in agreement with fellow panellists, as
she reconnected data problems with a worrisome lack of
financial resources and poor governance. She urged that
all organisations dealing with data to address these issues
should have a common platform, so that strategies for standardisation of, and access to, quality data can be designed
mutually. An inclusive approach for evidence based policy issues must be employed she said, however, in Pakistan
stakeholders are not actively pursued in policy matters.
Furthermore, she was of the view that we should now pay
attention to exploring new dimensions of education with
the help of open-access and quality data. If the goal is progressive development then public access to data is central
to a data revolution. She concluded with remarks about
data and information, which serve a variety of purposes:
guidance on policy processes, document diversity of arguments, support policy and stakeholder analysis and help in
further advocacy to implement policies and plans.
Ms Scherezad Joya Monami Latif, senior Education Specialist, added that validity of data and its proper dissemination
is important in education sector. She said, ”It is important
that data is valid and reliable and it should be used responsibly. If a lot of information is not given to the right people
on the right forum it cannot get result”
She further shed light on the efforts of Punjab government
to use data for accountability, transparency and improved
efficiency in education financing. The Punjab Education Reform Program (PESRP), supported by The World Bank and
Department for International Development (DFID) and implemented by Punjab School Educating Department, tried
three initiatives in this respect. One of them was a drive to
increase the non-salary budget of schools in the province.
Then based on reliable data from a school, census done
by PESRP (like missing facilities, number of students, and

Research & News Bulletin

29

number of teachers etc.), school councils were allocated
funds. The success of such programmes will promote the
practice of collecting data for policy measures in future.
Mr Marc-André Franche from the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Islamabad, who was chairing
the session said that UNDP is also facing the same challenges while tracking the progress of MDGs in Pakistan.
Due to a dearth of data, UNDP was able to track just 18 out
of 41 indicators. In the same way an imperfect multidimensional poverty index (based on national data available) was
used to adopt new poverty reduction measures for Pakistan. Pakistan is paying the price of not having a national
census, he said. The best available data is usually project
based, and not from official institutions like the National
Statistics Department, mitigating its usage and efficacy.
He concluded by stating, “Now it is time to go forward in
creating awareness about data importance; bringing politicians and policy makers on board and having more institutional and structural reforms in public administrations.”
Discussion:
In the question-and-answer session, one of the session participants, a sociologist identified the lack of standardisation

matrices in Pakistan. He said the real question is how data
is collected for qualitative studies here, and, also suggested
the universities teach substantive qualitative and quantitative methodologies to potential researchers.
Another participant, a consultant, said that unless barriers
to current data were removed, research and development
will remain stunted. Dr Shehryar Khan from SDPI commented, that at the national level, while the engagement
of government is of prime importance, international organisations such as the United Nations and the World Bank
can take the lead in conducting structural dialogues with
concerned authorities in Pakistan.
Another attendee said that standardisation should now be
the focal point, and all protocols for data collection and collation be decided coherently. Currently, he said, there is a
lack of elementary logistics to conduct surveys and collate
data, as regional officers are not cooperative in this respect.
A participant commented that the onset of a data revolution is a very slow process, and that quantitative analysis
should be second only to the dissemination of quality education in the country.

Session B-4:
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL)
Chair:  Dr Butchaiah Gadde, Bureau for Policy and Programme Support, UNDP, Bangkok, Thailand
Guest of Honour: Dr Musadik Malik, Advisor to Prime Minister of Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Mr Adil Khattak, Attock Oil refinery, Rawalpindi, Pakistan
Mr Nafees Ahmed Khan, Alternate Energy Development Board, Ministry of Water and Power, Islamabad, Pakistan.
Mr Irfan Yousaf, Director CDM, Alternate Energy Development Board, Ministry of Water and Power, Islamabad, Pakistan.
Speakers
Mr Muhammad Naveed Iftikhar, Islamabad, Pakistan
Ms Fatima Najeeb, Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Sohaib Malik, World Wide energy Association (WWEA), Germany
Panel organizer and Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report By: Ms Shahida Arif Khan,  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Butchaiah Gadde while chairing the session said that
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4All) was launched in September 2011. SE4All provides platform for stakeholders,
scope for future innovations and mobilizes global support
for action plans. Some 675 million people in Asia-Pacific are
without access to electricity. Sustainable energy is a global momentum. At the country level many initiatives have
been taken and rapid assessment has done in Pakistan.
By 2024, SE4ALL goals should be implemented. Goal 7 is
aligned with SE4ALL. There is a growing political priority
for this goal globally. He also stated high impact opportunities are for high impact initiatives. For various partners
to come on board for energy access, ADB and UNESCAP

are working on energy dialogues for the South Asia region.
Many institutions together can play a key role to increase
the energy access partnership from various institutions..
Sustainable energy should be provided at affordable prices
for all. Regional cooperation should be provided in various
sectors of economy.
Mr Mohammad Naveed Iftikhar and Ms Fatima Najeeb
co-presented their position paper keeping Ban Ki-moon’s
vision in mind “Energy is the golden thread that connects
economic growth, increased social equity, and an environment that allows the world to thrive”.
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Access to clean and affordable modern energy has a key
role in the achievement of MDGs and SDGs. According
to the speakers, South Asia is the most vulnerable region
among the world. Among all the countries of the world, 85
opted to make their goals in accordance with SE4ALL.
More than 1.3 billion people lack access to electricity and
at least 2.7 billion people are without clean cooking facilities currently. South Asia is home to almost a quarter of
the world population. There is a lot of disparity between
shares of sustainable energy. Each additional $1 spent on
energy efficiency in electrical equipment, appliances, and
buildings avoids more than $2, on average, in energy supply investments.
Among all the South Asian countries, Maldives and Sri
Lanka are ahead of South Asian countries and their access
to electricity is better than the rest of the South Asian region. The main emphasis of the presentation was that this
region is blessed with enormous renewable potential which
has still not been explored.
Afghanistan is working on reducing transmission losses and particular attention is paid to tapping wind energy potential. Bangladesh is working on its Sixth Five-Year
Plan which sets a mandatory energy efficiency target of
10% by 2015. Bhutan has to improve electrification in far
flung areas by installing solar PV systems far flung areas as
per their 10th Plan and it has also have drafted Renewable
Energy Policy. India’s Energy Conservation Act came into
force in 2002; it introduced energy consumption labels and
performance standards for electrical appliances and made
it mandatory for large energy consumers to conserve energy. India is ardently working to increase the access to electricity of its population by improving energy efficient (EE)
and tapping renewable energy potential. It is also installing
renewable power capacity and increasing solar energy capacity to 20 GW by 2022 according to their 13th Five-Year
Plan. While Maldives has drafted the National Energy Policy that was launched in 2005 with the goal to increase access to more affordable energy, achieve carbon neutrality
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by 2020, promote energy conservation and efficiency and
promote Renewable Energy Technologies. Nepal on the
other hand is quite ahead in making their energy renewable
as they have drafted the National Water Plan (WP) to outline a framework to spur development of small, medium,
and large hydropower projects to increase electricity access. According to the Ten-Year Hydropower Development
Plan, the Nepali government intends to develop 10,000MW
of hydropower by 2019. A Twenty-Year Hydropower Development Plan targets to develop 25,000 MW by 2030. The
Plan also includes strategies to enhance access to modern
energy (through improved cooking stoves and compact
fluorescent lamp’s (CFLs), increase energy efficiency, and
promoting renewable energy. Pakistan is working on many
projects on wind, solar, and small hydro power projects to
meet the demand-supply gap. Currently, 33 Wind Power
Projects of around 2,350 MW capacity are being set up in
Pakistan. Some 24 solar power projects of 793 MW capacity
have also been installed. Moreover 10 Biomass/Bagasse/
Waste to Energy Power Projects of 206 MW capacity have
installed and large hydro-projects, such as Dasu Dam Project with 4,320 MW capacity are also being worked upon.
Sri Lanka intends to connect remote rural areas to off-grid
solutions such as solar photovoltaic (PV) systems.
To overcome the mismatch between energy resource endowments and energy demand growth, regional trade is
very important for the region. As of 2012, regional energy
trade in South Asia constitutes less than 5% of total trade
within the region which was mainly bilateral between India-Bhutan, India-Nepal, India-Sri Lanka, and India- Bangladesh. The 18th SAARC Summit concluded with an
agreement by all the eight South Asian countries to share
electricity through a common grid and establishment of a
regional energy grid.
Mr Muhammad Naveed Iftikhar also laid great emphasis
on the trade between Central Asia and South Asia. Turkmenistan has the world’s fourth largest natural gas reserves
which can benefit the South Asian region greatly. There is
a large natural gas and oil reserves and substantial hydro
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Session B-5
Women in the Peace Process - Determining Direction
Chair: Dr Anita Weiss, Professor and Head, Department of International Studies, University of Oregon, USA
Special Remarks by: Mr Irfan Mufti, South Asia Partnership Pakistan (SAP-PK), Lahore, Pakistan
Guest of Honour: Ms Shugufta Malik, Member Provincial Assembly, Awami National Party
Speakers:
Dr Eaisha Tareen, Sociologist and Clinical Psychologist, UK
Dr Nathalene Reynolds, l’Institut Français de Recherche sur l’Afrique (French Institute of Research on Africa), Kenya
Documentary on women empowerment: Matkay pur thappa directed by Ms Tazeen Bari
Moderator: Ms Mome Saleem, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Elishma Noel Khokhar, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

The UN Security Council Resolution 1325 adopted in 2000,
placed women at the centre stage of conflict resolution.
The resolution affirms the importance of ‘women’s participation and the inclusion of gender perspectives in peace
negotiations, humanitarian planning, peace-keeping operations, post-conflict peace building and governance’ (UN
Women). Subsequent resolutions also demand states to take
necessary political measures to ensure gender sensitive responses to prevent severe atrocities on women during and
after conflicts.
Fast forwarding to year 2015, fifteen years after the Resolution was passed, the role of women in prevention and
resolution of conflict remains marginal, despite increases in
political participation. The current state demands re-evaluation of whether increased political participation is a positive indicator of active participation in the peace process.
The Seventeenth SDC panel on “Women in the Peace Process – Determining Direction” aimed at generating debate
about this issue by answering a number of key questions:
1.
2.

What kind of social, political and economic development is necessary to ensure women are involved in the
peace process?
Is political participation enough or is there a need to

3.
4.

work beyond the increase in absolute numbers?
What kind of capacity development is necessary for
strengthening the role of women in the peace process?
What kind of National Action Plan and institutional
arrangement is required both at national and regional level to realize the UN Security Council Resolution
1325?

Clinical Psychologist, Dr Eaisha Tareen, was of the view
that recognizing women’s contributions in peace building
and peace keeping is the first step towards reviving the resolution’s frugal implementation. Focusing on the specific
challenges faced by women in Muslim societies she argued
that the problem lies in religious sanctification of gender
inequality. To make her point, she examined how traditionally religious scholars theorised gender relations in line
with the predominant patriarchal ideology of the time. She
argued that the different interpretations of Quranic verses
formed by different schools of jurisprudence pose hermeneutic challenges.
Although important, she urged that simply addressing
the Quran and religious texts from a female perspective
also cannot bring substantial reform in Muslim societies.
Religious discourse is just one aspect of the various forces
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that collectively oppress women which calls for the need
to understand the ways in which power is constructed in
different societies. Consequently, Dr Tareen offered a twofold solution towards implementing the Security Council
Resolution, i.e. education and policy reform.
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Dr Anita Weiss, acknowledging the theme of the Conference, concluded the debate by highlighting that if sustainable development is to become a permanent feature, a pivotal pathway towards achieving this goal is the elimination
of gender inequality.

power potential in Iran. Central Asia Regional Economic
In light of the varied power relations at play in the peace
Cooperation (CAREC) is taking care of the future for enerprocess, Dr Nathalene Reynolds brought a nuanced debate
gy trade in South Asia.
to the table, in terms of analysing how the very conception
of ‘peace’ and inadvertently the qualities of
Key action areas need to be taken in many arthe ‘promoters of peace’, differ in the glob- Religious discourse is just
eas like modern cooking appliances, distribal North and South. Putting a spotlight on one aspect of the various
uted electricity solutions, grid infrastructure
the international recognition given to Mala- forces that collectively
la Yousafzai by the West, in other words the oppress women which calls and supply efficiency, large scale renewable
power, industrial and agricultural processes,
‘Malala phenomenon’, Dr Reynolds argued for the need to understand
transportation and buildings and appliances.
that the internationalization of the phenom- the ways in which power
enon should be deconstructed as it has often is constructed in different
But to attain these goals there are many barprojected Malala as the only actor of note in societies.
a country like Pakistan, where the civil society is already fighting valiantly to promote durable peace.
Negative reactions to Malala’s peace prize point to the fact
that the Western model can no longer define the history of
the world, nor hold monopoly over how key concepts like
peace are defined in today’s diverse world.

Ms Shagufta Malik explained how lack of implementation
of the Resolution has created serious challenges in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). Women in KPK have lost their homes
and families due to terrorism. IDP camps in Swat, she explained, consist mostly of homeless women, who have lost
their husbands and children. Additionally, these women
are culturally frowned down upon in Pakhtun society for
being poor and homeless. Speaking from her personal experience, Ms Malik highlighted the harsh reality of being a
woman in Pakistan by exemplifying how even after acquiring positions in political parties, women are still not treated
equitably as they are not a part of important decision making processes like jirgas.
Discussant Mr Irfan Mufti echoing Ms Malik and Dr Reynolds’ arguments pointed out that these examples hold important lessons for the global North as there is an urgent
need to recreate a more representative concept of peace.
Sustainable solutions can only be formulated by involving the often, voiceless victims of conflicts. In the Pakistani
context he argued, the resolutions should be treated as an
anchor to lobby for a national action plan to establish a concrete commitment to gender sensitive peace keeping and
building. The ‘add woman and stir’ approach has proved
to be of little benefit as women have to be drivers of change
by becoming leaders and decision makers of peace building
groups and committees, a solution illustrated by Ms Tazeen
Bari’s documentary Matkay par thappa, which mapped the
struggles and victories of Veeru Kohli; an ex-bonded labourer who stood up in the 2013 general elections to fight
for the rights of fellow labourers.

riers like lack of policy, and economical, technical, information, and human resources. Low priority is
given to national planning and environmental regulations;
and implementation of framework. Lack of incentives for
private sector involvement and inconsistent policies are
some examples of policy barriers. Economic barriers include high perceived risks, initial capital costs, and long
payback periods, lack of access to credit and insufficient
government financial support. Technical barriers consist
of limited local manufacturing of specialized equipment
and restricted technical capacity to design, install, operate,
manage and maintain renewable based modern energy
services. Information barriers include lack of quality information about renewable energy (RE) resources and technologies, EE, equipment suppliers, and potential financiers.
Insufficient information is available on RE and EE for policy making and mobilizing civil society. Human resource
barriers are limited in-country capacity for RE data collection, analysis, and project development and lack of expertise and services in system design, installation, operation
and maintenance of RE and EE technologies.
Mr Sohaib Malik talked about South Asia’s wind energy
market. South Asia is lagging behind the rest of the world
in exploring the wind energy potential. India on the other
hand is leading the wind energy market and is currently
the first in the wind energy trade market with a staggering high production rate. Pakistan only produces 106 MW
energy. The paper not only points out problems where Pakistan lags behind but also suggests policy tools to address
them. Insufficient grid infrastructures and interconnection
facilities, lack of coordination among different government
agencies and lastly government’s inability to fulfill its power purchase commitments are some of the constraints in
the way of exploring wind energy potential in Pakistan.
The way forward to overcome these problems would be to
show support for renewable energy politically as well as
institutionally.
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Mr Nafees Ahmed Khan discussed that we are working
overtime in Pakistan to make energy non-efficient instead
of making it efficient. He said the problems that we face are
due to wrong energy mixes that are used in Pakistan and
causing a lot of technical losses. He also emphasized on the
projects that were very essential to the country’s economy
but that remained incomplete such as Basha Dam which is
not controversial unlike Kalabagh Dam but both of them
could not be successfully completed.
He also laid emphasis on the foremost reason of why people are not ready to invest in renewable sector is due to
lack of incentives from the government. On the contrary India is investing heavily in Nepal and Bhutan for the export
of hydroelectricity. In Pakistan the Iran-Pak gas pipeline
project is still not in its completion phase. Mismanagement
and misgovernance is at its peak and reserves like coal are
not exploited at all which are collectively more than the reserves of Saudi Arabia and Iran combined. Pakistan has the
largest coal reserve but has not been exploited as yet.
Mr Irfan Yousaf said that under the Kyoto protocol, SAARC
countries have to reduce emission frequencies along with
other countries. They have to reduce dependency on
non-efficient fuels. To do so Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) is a tool to fulfil SE4ALL. NAMAs
contribute to national sustainable economic and human development goals.
Dr Musadik Malik said everybody out there is for financial, political, intellectual hijack. Our objective is to produce
5000-8000MW energy to fulfil the demand gap present in
the system. He was also of the view that people have giv-
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en up on energy due to affordability.. Energy efficiency is
an enormously inefficient area in Pakistan. To achieve or
overcome these problems, one must bring investments and
that local investments are necessary to attract foreign investments.
He also quoted that the “energy is the neediest sector if
not the only needy sector”. He further said that coal is a
dirty fuel but that Pakistan has humongous reserves which
can be explored Government strategy is to generate 1400015000MW from wind energy and 1000MW from Solar Park
and all this was done in the last 10-14 months. Government
has locked down 12000-13000 feeders from where electricity was being stolen.
Pakistan’s internal challenge is that policy discourse has
been hijacked by the demand function and all policies are
there but are not being implemented. The utmost problem
is people are money centric rather than having poor centric approach. Policy is not evidence based but it is opinion
based. The external challenges our country faces are hypocrisy and double standards of the international market. People who coach us to be environment friendly are running
their economies on 70% coal and by decreasing it to 68%
they call it being environment friendly. On the other hand,
Pakistan has not even exploited 0% of the coal reserves. Financing for such projects are rejected. So the government
needs to shape up while international community needs to
wake up. NGOs, writers, and thinkers need to only report
facts and no opinion based reports. He ended by saying we
need to get to the root cause and solve the problem. Only a
holistic political solution can take care of the root cause of
the problems being faced by Pakistan.

Session B-6:
Use of Chemicals in Asia: Environmental Health, Threats and Challenges
Chair: Prof. Dr Mudassir Asrar, Chairperson, Pakistan Council for Science and Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by:  Dr M. Bashir Khan, Director General, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Peshawar, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Pakistan
Speakers:
Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja, Ms Maryam S. Abbasi and Ms Sadaf Nawaz, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad,
Pakistan
Dr Feroze Ali Kalhoro, Institute of Dentistry, Liaquat University of Medical Health and Sciences, Jamshoro, Sindh, Pakistan
Mr Ram Charitra Sah, Center for Public Health and Environmental Development (CEPHED), Nepal
Mr Qazi Ali Athar, Environmental Protection Clinic, Karachi, Pakistan
Dr M. Suleman Tahir, University of Gujrat, Pakistan
Panel Organiser and Moderator: Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Mr Salman Danish, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
The session on Use of Chemicals in Asia: Environmental
Health, Threats and Challenges focused on mercury (Hg),
which has been ranked as the third most hazardous chem-

ical in many regions far from its source of emission. It has
become a growing issue of global concern because of its
adverse environmental and health impacts. The Minamata
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Convention on Mercury has been signed by 120 countries
on 10 October 2013 (including Pakistan and other Asian
countries) and ratified by six. Its main objective is to safeguard public health and protect the environment by phasing out mercury use and emission/releases.
Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja introduced the session which was
followed by technical presentations.
Ms Maryam Abbasi and Ms Sadaf Nawaz from SDPI jointly presented the study titled ‘Environmental health threats
and challenges of mercury amalgam use in Pakistan’s dental healthcare sector’. Ms Abbasi said that the first step was
to identify the mercury hotspots in Pakistan. For this purpose five major cities were chosen. For appropriate policy
interventions, the next step was the dissemination and discussion of collected data with all stakeholders, including
policy makers/government officials. The study conclusively undertook formulation of policy recommendations and
advice towards control measures required for mercury release control and minimization of mercury . The final step
was raising awareness regarding health impacts of mercury in the light of data/findings of the study.
Shifting focus to mitigation of environmental and health
effects, Ms Abbasi recommended reducing waste at the
source with in-house best environmental practices (cross
ventilation; exhaust fans; appropriate measure for waste
management) along with capsulated Mercury amalgam
and mechanized mixing and using alternative non-mercury based dental-filling materials. She further stated that
mercury specific policy, legislation, national emission and
release standards, minimum allowable mercury levels in
products, and licensing protocols need to be established
and enforced in Pakistan.
Ms Abbasi stressed the need for ratification of Minama-
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ta Convention on Mercury (2013) at the earliest. She also
observed that review and revision of curriculum at dental
teaching institutions must be conducted urgently as these
institutions are the most exposed to mercury contamination, mostly due to lack of best environmental practices
such as usage of safety equipment by the students, carefree
mercury use/handling and lack of proper ventilation system. This combined with the practice of no use of capsulated methodology and mechanical mixing, increases the risk
of contamination and exposure.
Continuing on the topic, Ms Sadaf Nawaz spoke on the second phase of the on-going study and began by sharing the
objectives of the second phase. She stated that the first objective was to know the present level of awareness and general practices regarding mercury and / mercury amalgam
use in operative dentistry in Pakistan. Next was to review
the current syllabus of Bachelor of Dental Surgery (BDS)
being offered by national and professional bodies including Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PMDC)) and to
assess and evaluate its contents with regard to mercury/
mercury amalgam use, occupational health; safety and
environment; best environmental practices/technologies
employed; and management of mercury containing waste
related issues. In the light of the study’s findings, final step
was to emphasise the need to revise the curriculum / syllabus at the earliest.
Ms Nawaz said that the research team concluded the study
by compiling a list of recommendations for the policy-makers and concerned authoritative bodies, including PMDC
and higher education commission (HEC). Ms Nawaz stated
that first and the foremost need is for immediate review
and revision of the existing curriculum and inclusion of relevant contents such as the adverse effects of mercury, control measures and information on cost-effective non-mercury based alternatives in the revised curriculum along

Research & News Bulletin
with the inclusion of a brief, on the need, objectives and the
relevant provisions of Minamata Convention on Mercury
regarding mercury in products (including mercury dental
amalgam), health and environment.
Dr Feroze Ali Kalhoro, Principal, Institute of Dentistry, Liaquat University of Medical Health and Sciences, Jamshoro, spoke on the “Use of mercury-containing dental amalgam in Pakistan”. He said that the issue of dental amalgam
is not a new phenomenon. The mercury based amalgam
has been in use for the past 150 years or so. The struggle
to phase out mercury amalgam is still an on-going affair
which first started in 1845 - the first amalgam war. Dr
Kalhoro said that among others, the two most critical situations in terms of release of mercury from dental amalgam
are during mixing of liquid mercury with alloy and removal of old eroded amalgam. Both lead to high exposures of
amalgam particulates as well as to mercury vapours which
can lead to many adverse health effects. Dr Kalhoro stated that while it would be difficult to completely phase-out
mercury amalgam usage due to its durability, ease of use
and widespread popularity, as a first step, its use may be
restricted for pregnant women and children under the age
of 12 years. He also strongly recommended, as the next best
thing, to promote the use of cost- and clinically effective
mercury-free alternatives for dental restoration, as much as
possible, along with raising awareness on proper disposal method of mercury/mercury amalgam contaminated
wastes.
Mr Ram Charitra Sah from the Center for Public Health
and Environmental Development (CEPHED), Nepal, while
speaking on the ‘Civil Society Initiative of Mercury Free
Health Care Services and Dentistry in Nepal’, stated that
a pilot project, ‘Mercury Free Health Care Services’ has
shown great improvement in hospital environmental conditions in the country. After a year of intervention, 99.9% of
visited hospital locations showed zero mercury contamination in the air, as measured by ZEROME mercury analyser.
As a result of CEPHED’s successful campaign in collaboration with the Government of Nepal, the Health Ministry
took a bold decision of banning the import, purchase and
use of mercury-based equipment, effective from 17 July
2013. He further said that a joint advocacy campaign is
also in progress for mercury-free dentistry, dental curriculum improvement and required mercury phase-out plan
with a necessary legislative framework in Nepal. Mr Sah
said that all these initiatives would help strengthen dental health and the realisation that early implementation
of the Minamata Convention on Mercury is the best way
to reduce mercury use and its exposure for safeguarding
public health. He stated that the model is highly replicable
in Pakistan and the rest of the region and recommended
that policy makers and dental practitioners should focus on
the elimination of use of all forms of mercury and promote
substitution of mercury-based amalgam with safer mercury-free alternatives.
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Mr Qazi Ali Athar from the Environmental Protection Clinic, Karachi, provided a legal context on the subject. He cited various articles from the Constitution of Pakistan along
with those of other countries that deal with the definition,
preservation and protection of the environment. He also
briefly discussed Pakistan’s Environmental Impact Assessment framework. Mr Athar elaborated that this is a planning process tool used to help ensure that environmental
matters are taken into account early in the project planning
process along with the more traditional technical and economic considerations. He also touched upon the issue of
hospital waste disposal through incineration, which he
stated is a controversial issue and not the best of the option
for healthcare waste management.
Dr Suleman Tahir from the University of Gujrat, Pakistan,
spoke on “Sustainable Processes for Energy and Green
Products”. He asserted that emissions of hazardous pollutants from process industries are a serious threat to the
environment causing adverse impacts on aquatic life and
human health. Process industries (like paper manufacturing, textile units, power generation, food/juice production,
chloro-alkali, etc.) are operating in various regions of Pakistan. He stated that sustainable technological processes for
mitigation of hazardous pollutants, chemicals and waste effluents are necessary for the development of a ‘Green Economy’ in the country. He shed light on various ‘Pathways’ of
waste utilisation from pulp and paper industry and citrus
waste and proposed workable industrial pollution abating
solutions for possible consideration and implementation.
While offering special remarks, Dr M. Bashir Khan, DG
EPA, KPK , stated that generally it is the same story whether it is mercury or any other chemical and it stands true
for all developing countries. He lamented that there is a severe lack of awareness and research. He also said that we
are weak in enforcement and legislation. He noted that we
should appreciate the success of CEPHED Nepal and look
into replicating their approach of involving policy makers,
for pollution control in our country..
Dr Zaigham Habib from the Ministry of Environment commented that Pakistan is a member or signatory of many international environmental and chemical conventions and
protocols and is fully committed to the protection of the
environment.
Concluding the panel, the session, Dr Mudassir Asrar,
Chairperson, Pakistan Council for Science and Technology (PCST), Islamabad, stated that new technologies and
innovative strategies should be employed to address environmental issues. She stressed that harmful chemicals and
substances should be substituted with non-harmful alternatives whenever possible. She finished the session by saying that before we can change the environment we need to
change ourselves.
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Session: B-7:
Managing Waters Beyond Borders

Chair: Dr Shams-ul-Mulk, Former Caretaker Chief Minister, Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Former Ambassador Mr Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan; Mr Ali Khizar, Business Recorder, Lahore, Pakistan; and, Mr Khalid Mohtadullah, Former
Member Water, WAPDA, and Senior consultant to the Global Water Partnership and UNDP, Islamabad
Speakers:
Dr Abaceen Nasimi, Duran Research and Analysis, Kabul, Afghanistan
Dr Aneel Salman, COMSATS Institute of Information Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Zulfiqar Halepoto, MUNAIZAs,  Hyderabad, Pakistan
Ms Nazima Shaheen, ActionAid Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan
Organizer and Moderator: Dr Fahad Saeed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad
Report by: Ms Zareen Khan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad

As the quality and quantity of water is depleting, transboundary water management is gaining international importance, and has demonstrated potential for both, cooperation and conflict. Equitable and sustainable management
of shared waters is important because 148 countries and
45% of the world population benefits from shared water
resources.
Giving Special Comments at the panel, Former Ambassador
and Chairperson Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Mr Shafqat Kakakhel asserted
that the main factors affecting water availability today are
explosive growth in population, poor water management
and climate change. He stated that the relationship between
climate change and water availability is well documented
in the fourth and the fifth Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports. Rising global temperatures
are causing glaciers to melt, leading to increased sea levels,
higher frequency of floods and droughts. Consequently, the
diminishing water resources are affecting human and food
security in addition to economic development, energy security and ecological balance.

Shifting focus to South Asia, Ambassador Kakakhel said
that there are 20 major shared rivers in South Asia, which
are potential sources of conflict. There are serious water
disputes between India and Bangladesh, India and Nepal,
India and Pakistan, and Pakistan and Afghanistan. Elaborating on Pakistan’s shared waters with India, he applauded the Indus Water Treaty for resolving four disputes using
the Treaty’s built-in dispute resolution mechanisms. As for
Pakistan and Afghanistan’s shared Kabul River, he noted
that the river is important because it contributes 25% of the
flow to the Indus River and is unique because neither party
can claim to be an upper or lower riparian. The sharing of
Kabul River is an emerging issue and it remains to be seen
how Pakistan and Afghanistan will proceed with it.
Mr Zulfiqar Halepoto of MUNAIZA, Sindh, spoke about
the principles, clauses and issues in the Indus Water Treaty
of 1960, the landmark water agreement between Pakistan
and India. The purpose of the treaty was to equitably divide and manage Indus River and its five tributaries between Pakistan and India. The five main elements of the
treaty are: a) awarding India exclusive use of the three
eastern rivers, and domestic, non-consumptive use of the
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three western rivers, b) financial aid to Pakistan to replace
dams and canals to transport water from western rivers to
the land irrigated by eastern rivers, c) permission to India
to generate hydroelectric power from the western rivers,
d) clear communication between the two parties and e)
mechanisms for dispute resolution. The permissive versus
restrictive clauses of the treaty make it difficult to ascertain
how India’s hydropower generation on the western rivers
would not affect water flows to Pakistan. However, speaking of the recent water disputes between Pakistan and India, Mr. Halepoto stated that ‘water is a political issue, not
a technical one’.
Issues have emerged since the signing of the Indus Water
Treaty that were not anticipated or accommodated in the
clauses of the Treaty. These include climate change, watershed management and water pollution. Mr Halepoto
shared the results of a comprehensive study conducted
by the Pakistan Institute of Legislative Development and
Transparency (PILDAT) that underscored the need to create an independent office of Indus Water Commission with
experts from EU, UN and other water related agencies so
they can review the Treaty and Indian projects. Moreover,
he stressed the need for a joint vigilance in environmental and watershed protection. Furthermore, he advocated
for the separation of water policy from the Kashmir-centric
syndrome of both nations.
Dr Aneel Salman from COMSATS Institute of Information
Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan spoke of on “Blue Diplomacy” that highlighted details on Europe’s experience of
transboundary water cooperation in the case of Rhine River. Rhine River is shared between nine countries in Europe
and is important to the region’s economy in terms of shipping, drinking water, salmon fishing and agriculture. Over
the years, the riparian of Rhine River have signed multiple
treaties and agreements. In 1815 there was the Congress
of Vienna, in 1855 the Salmon Commission and in 1950s
International Commission of the Protection of Rhine River. Following the Sandoz Chemical Spill in 1986, the Rhine
Action Plan was developed in 1987. The plan addresses issues related to drinking water, river pollution, collection of
water for fire extinguishment, and safety norms in industrial standards. As a result there has been a reduction in the
number of chemical accidents in the river and the population of salmon has been restored. Currently, the efforts for
Rhine River diplomacy include the Rhine 2020, EU Water
Framework Directive and the Blue Peace Initiative. In light
of the lessons from Rhine River diplomacy, Dr. Salman
asserted that both conflict and cooperation are possible in
transboundary water sharing.
Dr Abaccen Nasimi, Duran Research and Analysis, Kabul,
joined the session via Skype from Afghanistan. Speaking
on Afghanistan’s trans-boundary water issues, he informed
the audience that Afghanistan has three major transboundary rivers, Amu River, Kabul River and Helmand Riv-
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er. Amu River is shared with Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and
Turkmenistan, Kabul River is shared with Pakistan, and
Helmand River is shared with Iran. Of the three, Afghanistan has a water cooperation agreement for Helmand River
(1973 treaty with Iran) only. Dr Nasimi provided details on
Afghanistan’s efforts towards improving management of
transboundary waters and noted that Afghanistan utilizes
only 30% of its flowing waters. Additionally, Afghanistan is
experiencing a 25-30 year data gap in water resources, complicating policymaking. To address these issues, Dr Nasimi
stressed the need for data collection, institutional reform
and the engagement of a wide range of water experts and
policymakers to help Afghanistan make a dynamic and regionally sensitive water policy.
Ms Nazima Shaheen from ActionAid Pakistan, while providing a rural Pakistan context, shared the findings of her
case study from Badin, Sindh’s poorest district. Her study
found that the severity of floods has increased since the
construction of Left Bank Outfall Drainage (LBOD), which
has diverted the natural path of the river. Her study also
found that women and small farmers are the most marginalized segment of the society in Badin. Their plight is exacerbated by the frequency of natural disasters and increased
health risks in the aftermath of the disasters. She found that
women are ignored in terms of flood relief, encounter harassment in relief camps, and face the highest food deficiency in households as well.
Making a case for sustainable water management in Pakistan, Mr Ali Khizar from Business Recorder, emphasized
the need to prevent water wastage from unlined canals and
to build dams to reduce damage by floods. He informed the
audience that 15-20 million acre feet of water is wasted in
Pakistan annually, which could potentially constitute 7-8%
of GDP. Highlighting the need to build dams, he said that
building three new dams would cost USD25 billion, which
is relatively cheap considering that USD20 billion have
been lost because of damage by floods in the last five years.
Mr Khalid Mohtadullah, Former Member Water at WAPDA, and senior consultant to the Global Water Partnership
and UNDP, while offering special comments at the panel,
stated that there are only two examples of wars fought over
water in recorded history, which underscores the potential for cooperation. He noted that the current challenges
in water management are the volatilities caused by climate
change and the lack of research in ground water management. He said that we must focus on water management as
a first low hanging fruit to combat climate change related
disasters. Mr Mohtadullah said, ‘Good water management
will automatically lead to resilience.”
Dr Shams ul Mulk, Former Caretaker Chief Minister, Khyber Pukhtunkhwa, who chaired the session, concluded the
session by emphasizing the need for peaceful resolution of
water disputes.
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Session B-8:
Roundtable Discussion: Development Partnerships for Sustainable Development in a
Changing South Asia
Chair: Dr Waqar Masood Khan, Secretary Finance, Government of Pakistan
Speakers
H. E. Dr Cyrill Nunn, Ambassador to Pakistan, Embassy of Germany, Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr. Philipp Kauppert, Resident Representative, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Pradeep S. Mehta, Consumer Unity Trust Society (CUTS) International, India
Dr Butchaiah Gadde, Bureau for Policy and Programme Support, United Nations Development Programme, Bangkok, Thailand
Dr Seema Bhattia (via Skype), International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Asia Regional Office, India
Panel Organisers and Moderators:  Dr Abid Q. Suleri and Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI),
Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Mr Waqas Imran and Mr Shahryar Haq, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Explaining that the Sustainable Development Policy Institute is part of International Development Research Centre’s
(IDRC) Think Tank Initiative (TTI), Dr Vaqar Ahmed said
that enabling environment is important for public private
and international partnerships.
Mr Philipp Kauppert from the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung
(FES) Pakistan, talked about socio-economic trends in the
region especially relevant to Pakistan. Development of
middle class is a major challenge as it influences the political challenges. Urbanization, and tax paying are two
instances among others being faced by Pakistan. He said
that, we need broader research and research agenda. New
social contracts are important and need of the hour for
meeting development challenges; and new collations and
platforms are important for inclusive dialogue among different stakeholder. These platforms should be normative.
Examination of political economy enables to understand
the socio-economic challenges. It also affects the election
processes and eventually democracy of the country. Without solving issues of sustainable economic and political de-

velopment, one cannot have democratic settlement in the
country. Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung’s project ‘Economy of Tomorrow’ looks into political economy reforms. Washington
Consensus (1989) discusses the economic and democratic settlements. Most of the members from Asia including
China have agreed upon Washington Consensus. Pakistan
Economic Growth and Sustainable Development Model
needs more discussion. There are global challenges in capitalism and banking systems. European countries also faced
capitalism crises. Global inequalities are rising in the developing world. Capitalism is also in threat of inequalities. A
democracy needs stability. These were some of the points
raised by Mr Kauppert.
Dr Butchaiah Gadde from (UNDP) Bangkok deliberated on
the post 2015 agenda focusing on public private partnership for sustainable development. His discussion revolved
around five themes, namely i.e. 1) Strengthening institutional and governance systems; 2) Green Economy; 3) connection between sustainable development and Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs); 3) engagement with stake-
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holders; and 5) measurement of development progress at
the national level. MDGs number 17 focuses on global partnerships agreed upon by many countries. In Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, there was mutual agreement on global partnerships among developing countries to meet the sustainable
development goals (SDGs).
Dr Seema Bhattia from IDRC, New Delhi, joining the session via Skype described IDRC focus on evidence based
policymaking and implementation. Dr. Bhatia spoke of institutional capacity of think tanks through IDRC’s TTI with
SDPI (the latter as its grantee). She said that social transformations and employment are major challenges as demographic dividends influence the sustainable development..
Conflict resolution for peace in region and political settlement in South Asia not only impact youth but also sustainable development targets Slow incremental and long term
change in the region could be the game changer to transform the society for the better.
Dr Bhattia said that the basic challenge of working with
stakeholders and neighbouring countries lies on level of
mutual trust among them, which often yields from political settlements. She also stressed on accountability as an
important factor for civil society organizations and government agencies to link themselves. Dr Bhattia pointed out
that IDRC’s TTI is creating a platform for debates on future
development goals of Post 2015.
Mr Pradeep S. Mehta from Consumer Unity Trust Society
(CUTS) International, India, spoke on issues of inequality at
the session. He said that the 2008 financial crises happened
due to regulatory failure of bankers and multinational
companies. MDGs number 8 focuses on forgiveness for the
non-favoured countries and better terms of trade. To meet
challenges of poverty, food insecurity, etc., the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) focus on leaving none behind ,
. He said that most of the resources are being used by a very
few only. Inequality is a serious problem not only in India
but also in neighbouring countries. Enabling environment
requires affirmative actions, one such instance is trade,
which is expanding and eliminating gaps in Indo-Pak relations.
Dr Abid Suleri from SDPI said that the economic dimension of development is linked with environmental and social dimensions. Most of the MDGs have not been achieved
by the developing and developed countries. Countries adopted trade not as aid, which has proven insignificant so
far. The European Union (EU) granted Generalised System
of Preferences (GSP) Plus status to Pakistan. But it did not
benefit the country because of political instability, energy
crises, etc. There is a mismatch in collaboration of most of
the countries who come with their own agenda that sometime does not fit the requirements of partner host countries.
Dr Suleri said that corporation in partnerships depends
upon development partners and they need to strengthen
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the same with strong monitoring and evaluation systems in
order to collectively impact the policy change, which sometimes fail when implemented in isolation
His Excellency, Dr Cyrill Nunn, German Ambassador to
Pakistan, talked about the projects being undertaken by the
German Embassy and German Government’s initiatives in
Pakistan. Germans established long-term and modernized
partnerships. German Parliament is supporting Afghanistan with USD 600 million. Germans are working on political structures in Pakistan. Pakistan needs some more
success stories like Technical Education and Vocational
Training Authority (TEVTA). Germany is meeting the political forces for the political settlements. Pakistan’s GSP
Plus status for the past five years has allowed Pakistani
companies to export 20% goods to the European markets.
It is a real change but it may or may not be an incremental
change as sustainability requires long term relationships.
The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) and other forums are very important to maintain
global partnerships. Indo-Pak Relationships is important
for peace and sustainability in the region. Pakistan and India are discussing trade for better relationships.
Dr Waqar Masood, Secretary Finance, Government of Pakistan, presided as the Chair of the session. He highlighted the challenges of global financial crises through capitalism. Dr Masood said that development partners need
some agenda settings. Enabling environment is important
for partnerships. There is a need for conflict resolution and
peace for stability in the country. He emphasized on global
changes through Washington and Beijing Consensus. He
emphasized on how inequality is significantly affecting absolute poverty. He said that there is a gradual drift in developing the development agenda.
Recommendations
The session proposed the following list of recommendations:
1. International trade should be promoted and encouraged for international and global partnerships.
2. Conflicting countries should engage in talks for conflict
resolution.
3. Development projects being conducted through financial support of foreign agencies should be incorporated
in national budgets.
4. Long-term visions and planning are important for collation of different stakeholders.
5. Socio-economic inequality and inequity are important
to consider for development Private partners should
cooperate with government for development agenda.
6. Civil society organizations and developing countries
need agenda for international partnerships and collaboration.
7. Partner countries should show political commitments
through their long-term policies.
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Session B-9: Role of Afghanistan in Regional Stability
Chair: Former Ambassador Mr Akram Zaki, Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Dr Moeed Yusuf, Director, South Asia Programs, U.S. Institute of Peace, USA
Ambassador Mr Munawar Saeed Bhatti, Islamabad, Pakistan
Guest of Honour: H.E. Mr Janan Mosazai, Ambassador of Afghanistan to Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
Mr Haroon Sharif, Advisor, Regional Economic Cooperation (South Asia), The World Bank, Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr M. Qasim Wafayezada, Deputy Director General on Policy and Planning, Civil Aviation Authority, Kabul, Afghanistan
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Mustafa H. Sayed, Executive Director, Pakistan China Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizers and Moderators: Mr Shakeel A. Ramay, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan;
and Ms Mome Saleem, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan  
Report by: Ms Rabia Tabassum, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Mr Haroon Sharif, Advisor to the World Bank, said that
power crises is a major threat to the economies of South
Asian countries. It is the second biggest constraint to economic growth after political instability. “The power shortage is about 1GW in Bangladesh, 2-4 GW in Pakistan and 12
GW in India and this shortage is creating a loss of 400,000
jobs in Pakistan.” These were some estimates highlighted
by him. Nepal has the same situation as they are facing
load shedding of 16-19 hours per day. At the same time,
the Central Asian countries like Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan
have power surpluses in summer time and plenty of hydropower potential. Afghanistan can now play its transit
role in handling the power crises in South Asia. Central
Asia South Asia Power Transmission Project (CASA)-1000
will allow Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan’s surplus electricity
to transfer to South Asia (Pakistan and Afghanistan). Now
the discourse has been changing from security to economic
cooperation, leading to the emergence of a regional electricity market.
Dr M. Qasim Wafayezada from the Civil Aviation Authority Afghanistan shed light on the political scenario of Afghanistan and its impact on regional stability. The current

gove-hat can play a positive role in regional stability. New
silk route is a step towards increasing regional integration.
It is a connection between South and West Asia and Central
Asia that will definitely enhance trade and cultural transmission.
Dr Vaqar Ahmed highlighted the welfare impacts of trade
(2004-2012) with Afghanistan on Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The challenges to the trade on the entrepreneurial side are the lack of automation in both Pakistan and
Afghanistan, lack of knowledge of custom officials about
Statutory Regulatory Order (SRO) in Pakistan and security issues (lack of insurance and dispute resolution mechanism). Furthermore, the expansion of banking channels is
essential for cross border investment.
He stressed on having a joint economic commission to push
missing business to business process in both the countries.
Business councils should the take lead to engage with each
other. The Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in Pakistan have a potential to invest in Afghanistan but supply
chain linkage needs to be addressed.
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Mr Mustafa H. Sayed from Pakistan China Institute said
that the future prosperity of the region is connected with
pipelines, infrastructures, railways and roads to boost
commerce and the mobility of individuals. The major challenges to this region are terrorism and border security. A
collective strategy is essential to address them, he stressed.
He discussed the role of “Heart of Asia-Istanbul Process”
in regional cooperation by ensuring peace and stability in
Afghanistan and in the region.
Dr Moeed Yusuf from the US Institute of Peace highlighted
three major roles of Afghanistan in the region. The first one
was the transit trade role of Afghanistan which would help
to integrate the region, and the second was its emergence
as a country of export destination. Lastly, Afghanistan’s
internal stability would stop radiating the instability in region. Afghanistan’s dependency on foreign assistance and
disinterest of the world in Afghanistan like no new pledged
money for Afghanistan in London were the issues that need
to be put on the table first. Another issue with regional stability was Pakistan-India relationship where Afghanistan
could play its role in balancing the relationship between
them. Peace process is crucial to boost confidence level of
others in Afghanistan, otherwise the probability of Afghanistan to be used as a staging ground for proxy wars is high.
Ambassador Mr Munawar Saeed Bhatti suggested the use
of national army of Afghanistan for peace. He discussed the
geographical importance of Afghanistan in connecting the
region. He expressed many positive expectations from the
current Afghan government. Afghanistan is a mineral enriched country that needs attention. There is a plan to link
Peshawar and Kabul with motorway and railway and then
its further expansion to Central Asia.
Mr Shakeel Ahmed Ramay introduced SDPI’s “Center for
Future Policy and Strategic Studies” which plans to do research on this topic in the broader perspective.
Regional integration and joint efforts in peace building are
the key factors behind regional stability in this region, said
H.E. Mr Janan Mosazai, Ambassador of Afghanistan to Pakistan. Moreover, he emphasized on the need for energy
corridor, water and resource management and sharing it
with other countries, cooperation in natural disaster man-
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agement, connection between business persons across the
region and collective analysis of terrorism network. Afghanistan will establish free economic zone exclusive to
Pakistan’s businesses that will increase the trade volume.
Furthermore, he talked about the plans for infrastructure
development and transit trade to boost regional integration.
Former Ambassador Mr Akram Zaki concluded the discussion by saying, “Social justice development is important
for real development. Terrorism is the product of social injustice.” The struggle to enhance cooperation via Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) unfortunately failed
due to the conflicts. In the same way SAARC has not made
progress due to unbalanced nature of this institution. If
SAARC members become full members of Shanghai Cooperation Organization and China a full member of SAARC,
it will enhance the connectivity between two areas.
Afghanistan is located strategically in Asia. It connects
Central Asia and South Asia that will help to boost inter-regional and intra-regional trade. Peaceful Afghanistan can
play a significant role in regional stability. Afghanistan has
abundant natural resources but needs to channelize it with
regional cooperation. Energy is the driving cooperation
which can connect the region. Furthermore, the expansion
of banking channels is essential for cross border investment.
Discussion:
Mr Majeed Aziz from Karachi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry commented that Pakistan and Afghanistan have a
joint chamber of commerce and industry but the issue is absence of banking facility as there is no Afghan bank branch
in any of the SAARC countries. Another suggestion made
by him was the addition of Afghanistan in Pakistan-China economic corridor and to raise formal trade with Afghanistan. He requested the Government of Pakistan to
remove duties on coal import from Afghanistan. The panellist answered that present government is looking to move
forward towards more economic pivot. To a question on
the challenges with regard to implementation of Trans-Afghanistan Pipeline (TAPI) project, a panellist informed the
audience that it had complications in implementation as it
was a multi-country project.

Research & News Bulletin

42

Session B-10:
Governance, Security and Justice in South Asia (For IDRC Fellows)
Chair: Dr Cathal O’Donoghue, Head, Rural Economy Research Centre, Ireland
Special Remarks by: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad,
Pakistan
Mr Fayyaz Yaseen, Centre for Peace and Development Initiatives, Islamabad, Pakistan
Ms Gulalai Jogezai, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Amir Mustafa, Preston University, Islamabad Campus,  Pakistan
Speakers:
Ms Ranjini Basu, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India
Mr Bishal Kumar Bhandari, Kathmandu University, Kathmandu, Nepal
Ms Kausila Timsina, (from Bhutan), Sikkim University, Sikkim, India
Ms Saeeda Khan, Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad, Pakistan
Moderator: Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organiser: Mr Muhammad Adnan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Aneela Bibi and Mr Muhammad Adnan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

At the start of the session, Dr Vaqar Ahmed explained the
background of the IDRC-SDPI fellowship programme. He
said that the International Development Research Centre
(IDRC) in collaboration with the Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI) launched Fellowships in Governance, Security and Justice in South Asia in 2012. The fouryear programme aims to support the students in South
Asian countries who are pursuing their Masters, M Phil
and PhD degrees in the fields of governance, security and
justice.
SDPI selected these candidates after a very rigorous and
competitive process across eight countries in South Asia.
He was glad to note that at least four of fellows could actually come up with their papers to present at the Seventeenth Sustainable Development Conference. He also said
that SDPI is looking forward to continuing this programme
to support more bright students in the region.
The first presentation was made by Ms Ranjini Basu on the

“Transformation of Land Tenures in Cooch Behar District
of West Bengal: A Study of Kalmandasguri Village”.
Ms Ranjini Basu threw light on how transformation of land
tenures has brought changes in Cooch Behar district and its
village called Kalmandasguri located in West Bengal, India. After nearly three decades since the implementation of
land reforms, Kalmandasguri has been transformed into a
village of small and marginal landed households.
She further said that in the post land reforms period, land
fragmentations posit newer challenges. Fragmentation
of land has brought about the problems of growing land
hunger and non-viability of agriculture on tiny land size
holdings.
As a Discussant of this presentation, Dr Vaqar Ahmed said
that in establishment of land reforms, role of state cannot
be ignored not only in West Bengal but in South Asia. On
the other hand, land reforms which will be in the favour
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of small farmers in the region, will not only effect vertical
inequality but horizontal inequality. It is not possible until
we find a perfect match of demand and supply driven forces for land reforms, he asserted.
The second presentation was made by Mr Bishal Kumar
Bhandari on “Community Radio and its Sustainability: A
Case from Nepal”.
Mr Bishal Kumar Bhandari said that rapid increase in community radios in Nepal supported by political higher authorities is the example of weak governance and a threat to
the peace of the country. It also has adverse socio-economic
effects on the masses of Nepal. Instead of expressing local
issues regarding culture and society and filling the information gap due to the absence of media, it has become a
propaganda machine.
As a Discussant of this presentation, Mr Fayyaz Yasin said
that to control the adverse socio-economic effects of community radios in Nepal, there is a need to attempt better
measures in governance as it is threatening the peace of the
country. There should be specific laws, rules and regulations to regulate radio stations and that they should express
local issues regarding culture and society and fill the information gap.
The third presentation by Ms Kausila Timsina was titled
“Land Degradation and Socio-Environmental Consequences of Hydropower Development in the Punatshangchhu River Basin: A Case Study of Uma Village in
Bhutan”.
Ms Kausila Timsina said that the rapid pace of economic
and social development in the eastern Himalayan regional
economies including Bhutan, Nepal and some regions of
India are mainly driven by hydro capital generation. Bhutan has become sufficient in electricity and is aiming to produce 10,000 MW hydropower by 2020. She added that hydropower project development and land degradation are
linked and hydropower development is often associated
with environmental degradation and marginalization. The
agricultural productivity on lands around the project site
like Uma Karthog, Rubisa, and Pinsa has also declined, she
pointed out. After that she highlighted the major facts she
had observed during this study with regard to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Changes in land use patterns
Loss of cultivable land
Reduction in crops production
The impacts upon soil
Reduction in choices of crop marketing
Major impact observed in non-agricultural livelihood
practices

Her study suggests mitigation measures to be taken for
reducing land degradation and effects on water in other
projects that are aligned by 2020; ensuring sustainable eco-
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nomic growth; and, addressing associated environmental
challenges in construction of hydropower plant in Bhutan.
Being a Discussant of Ms Timsina’s paper, Ms Gulalai
Jogezai said the electricity which will be generated through
this project will have many positive effects on the livelihoods of the people. However, many climatic and non-climatic aspects like temperature, soil fertility, etc., which have
a direct effect on crop productivity are required to bring
into account to achieve the goal of producing 10000MW hydropower by 2020.
The fourth presentation by Ms Saeeda Khan focussed on the
“Impact of Non-International Armed Conflict on Female
Education in Pakistan: A Case Study of District Swat”.
While presenting in the session, Ms Saeeda Khan said that
Pakistan is presently facing the intensification of violent
conflicts between the state military and several local militant groups which results in a constant worsening economic and social condition. The militants have targeted the education sector of the country and are strictly against female
education. She further said that there are multiple reasons
for targeting educational institutions of girls by the militants. Firstly, they consider female education against Islam
wanting to ban female education in the name of religion.
Secondly, they have declared female education a western
concept and consider it as medium of spreading vulgarity
in the society. Militants oppose female education violently
by destroying schools, threatening the school teachers and
by occupying the girls’ schools in the area.
She added that almost 29% girls dropped out from 20072009 in the district of Swat due to violence by militants.
Here the Government needs to come in action by giving
incentives to promote enrolment in public schools as enrolment in religious madrasahs is getting higher and higher in
the district which can be a root cause for another generation
of Taliban.
Being a Discussant of this presentation, Mr Amir Mustafa
appreciated Ms Saeeda Khan’s effort by saying it is a very
difficult to conduct research in this area and getting information on education in Swat district. He highlighted the
fact that educating females of this area is very encouraging
and wondered what kind of advantages these females will
get through the peace building process and will ultimately impact the livelihood of these females. The civil society,
NGOs and government must also start schemes of micro
credit provision so that these females can be financially secure and play their part in the economy of the country.
The Chair, Dr Cathal O’Donoghue, appreciated the efforts
of SDPI-IDRC on provision of fellowships to these fellows
and he encouraged the fellows for presenting the papers.
After the session he informed each of the fellows on areas
of improvement before the appearance for their dissertation defence.

Research & News Bulletin

44

Session B-11:
Post Conflict Reconstruction of Livelihoods in Conflict Affected Countries of South Asia
Chair: Mr Khalid Aziz, Head of Development Committee, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), Pakistan
Speakers:
Dr Rachel Slater, Overseas Development Institute, UK
Mr Qasim Ali Shah, Associate Research Fellow, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Bishnu Raj Upreti, Nepal Centre for Contemporary Research, Kathmandu, Nepal
Ms Maryam Mohsin, Overseas Development Institute, UK
Special Comments: Dr Lubna Chaudhry, State University of New York, Binghamton, USA
Panel Organizers: Mr Qasim Ali Shah and Mr Haider Abbas, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Mr Haider Abbas, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Chairing a panel on post-conflict livelihoods development
titled “Post conflict reconstruction of livelihoods in conflict
affected countries of South Asia”, Mr Khalid Aziz, head of
Development Committee, KPK, Pakistan, said that both
government and donor agencies should look at social and
cultural formation of displaced communities for a better
understanding and addressing their needs. Talking on the
issue of governance he reiterated that in Pakistan there is
no futuristic vision to deal with any kind of crisis.
Addressing the issue of conflict and its effect on households livelihoods, Dr Rachel Slater, Research Director
SLRC, Overseas Development Institute (ODI) said, “Our
research in eight different countries of the world, which are
facing conflict or have emerged out of conflict recently, tries
to identify the effect of conflict and displacement on households’ livelihoods to capture the multi-dimensional nature
of people’s vulnerability in such crisis.” Talking about the

research conducted by SLRC, she said, “SLRC means a
bunch of people together exploring livelihoods, basic services, and social protection in a number of conflict affected
counties. SLRC is conducting research in eight core countries, four in Asia and four in Africa.” SLRC largely deals
with the following major questions:
1.
2.

3.

Does delivering services contribute to state building
and peace building?
How do we build state capacities to deliver services to
support livelihoods, and what is the post conflict situation that enables to deliver those kinds of services effectively? What are the new models for funding, what
kind of capacities are required in institutions?
How do we support people more effectively to build
more resilient livelihoods that they can attempt to recover from conflict?
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Sharing findings of cross country research, she said, “Our
research findings shows that households who have been
displaced at some point have worse livelihoods but their
access to services (especially water, health, and education)
is better in a number of countries who have been displaced.
Talking about gender perspective of displacement, she said,
“There is a gender story about displacement and it comes
out in the data which we gathered from Pakistan. According to our data results, gender is not much bigger driver
but things like rural and urban constituency are drivers of
access to education and other livelihood assets.”
Speaking at the occasion, Mr Qasim Ali Shah, Associate Research Fellow at SDPI said that due to massive conflicts in
Malakand Division, KPK, a staggering number) of individuals were displaced and suffered a huge loss in terms of
lives and livelihoods.
Talking about the remedial measures taken by different
humanitarian agencies he said, “In order to cater to the
situation and help communities, government, donors,
and international communities joined hands together but
due to magnitude of emergency, most of the implementing organisations have infused money without any proper
assessment during the relief phase. People have generally
welcomed the donor intervention after their return to their
homes.” Further he hinted that people preferred to receive
cash than other forms of assistance (food aid, seeds, fertilizers, etc.) because it gives them freedom to spend on the
things they require.
Speaking about the leakages in implementation phase of
different donor driven projects, he said, “Our research findings show that many organisations were new to the area
and did not know local context so they relied on focal persons or local employees hired on a temporary basis to identify beneficiaries. As a result many deserving people have
not benefited from different interventions.”
Talking about specific hiccups faced by women in getting
access to post-conflict livelihood interventions, he said,
“Procedures like requirement of computerized NIC and
female to be a member of committee to benefit from any
interventions had compounded difficulties for women.”
While giving the third presentation, Dr Bishnu Raj Upreti,
researcher from the Nepal Centre for Contemporary Research, presented findings of SLRC research study conducted in Nepal. According to him, Nepal research programme
seeks to generate evidence on livelihoods; and, service delivery and social protection that will help to inform better
modes of international engagement in Nepal.
Talking on the issue of people perception on education service in Nepal he said, “In Nepal state provides free education up to primary level and takes minimum fee for secondary and higher secondary education.” Presenting public
perception about education service provided by state, he
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said, “Further exploring people’s satisfaction with education services, it was found that determinants of satisfaction
is not just about access to services but more important were
quality of services and how these services were provided
to the clients.”
Talking on the issue of trends in international migration
in post-conflict situation, Ms Maryam Mohsin, Policy Outreach Manager SLRC said, “For people in KPK and Rolpa
(Nepal), international migration is seen as an obvious, almost inevitable, livelihood strategy. There are few opportunities to make a decent living in remote, rural areas, and
subsistence agriculture remains common in both the sites.”
Presenting cross country research findings she said that in
the post-conflict Rolpa and KPK, households have few livelihood opportunities available to them and perceive hardly
any state presence. Migration for work often appears to be
the only option available to young people, yet in countless interviews respondents expressed their preference for
working at home and for the state to create employment
opportunities. While creating livelihood opportunities in
areas of origin is not easy, it is a necessary requirement for
reducing the reliance on migration.
Talking about impediments in international migration, she
said, “The costs of migration are huge and often lead to high
levels of indebtedness among migrant households. Failure
to pay back these loans, perhaps because of failed migrations or exploitation by employers or brokers, can have
long-term consequences on family members. This highlights two key policy areas in need of attention: reducing
the cost of migration and remittance-sending; and, tightening up the monitoring of the agencies and actors who shape
the migration process and determine the costs of migration.
Giving her special comments on the presentations, Dr Lubna Chaudhry from the State University of New York, Binghamton, USA said, “In the longitudinal studies like these,
there should be a balance of both quantitative and qualitative analysis, because both need each other to familiarise us
about the ground realities.”
The following recommendations were discussed in the
panel:
1.

2.

3.

4.

Before any livelihood interventions, government and
donor agencies should look at social and cultural formation of displaced communities to better understand
and address their needs.
There is a pressing requirement to establish a mechanism to deal with international donors and for proper
utilization of available resources.
The design of the interventions should respond to
needs and opportunities of conflict affected communities.
There should be prophetic vision to deal with any type
of crisis.
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Session: B-12
Impact of Climate Change on Human Capital and Security
Co-Chairs: Dr Ashfaq Ahmed, Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission, Prime Minister’s Task Force on Climate Change; and, Dr
Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by:
Mr Cherian K. Mathews, Deputy Regional Director (Campaigns and Policy), Asia Region, Oxfam GB, Bangkok
Mr Karamat Ali, Pakistan Institute of Labour Education and Research (PILER), Karachi, Pakistan
Dr Safdar Sohail, Pakistan’s Economic Minister to EU in Brussels
Speakers:
Dr Fahad Saeed, Research Fellow, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Ms Ayesha Amjad Qaisrani, Researcher, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Benjamin Mohr, Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC), Almaty, Kazakhstan
Dr Anjal Prakash, Program Coordinator, Himalayan Adaptation, Water and Resilience (HI-AWARE) Research on Glacier and Snowpack Dependant River Basins, International Center for Inhtegrated Mountain Development, Kathmandu, Nepal
Panel Moderator: Ms Ayesha Amjad Qaisrani, Researcher, Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pakistan,
Report by: Mr Muhammad Ali Inam, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr Ashfaq Ahmed indicated that 20 years’ data i.e.
from 1990 to 2010, shows that the average global temperature does not change but it is the changing climate pattern which causes significant impacts upon
the least, underdeveloped and developing countries.
Dr Fahad Saeed, analyzing the climate induced migration in the context of Pakistan, said that migration is the
physical movement of people within and between social
systems due to “push factors” and “pull factors”. He indicated that according to the Population Census 1998, 10
million people or 8% of the population of Pakistan, consisted of internal or international migrants. He highlighted that donors spend approximately 4.6 billion dollars
per year in emergency relief for natural disasters. In addition, productivity was declining in South and Central
Asia. The poor in these regions were more dependent on
natural capital with fewer resources, adding that they had
limited ability to cope with and adapt to climate change.

He primarily focused on “natural climate change” on how
heat stress increases long-term human migration in rural
Pakistan in which districts of Badin, Attock, Kalat, Dir and
Faisalabad. The study focused on the following thematic
questions: Which weather patterns explain the long-term
mobility patterns of men and women in Pakistan? What is
the possible channel through which weather patterns impact migration? Are there any barriers to weather-induced
movement?
The warming that had been observed over the last 50 years
was primarily attributable to human activities. He pointed
out that the study concluded with the following outcomes:
• Heat stress explains the long-term mobility patterns of
men and women in Pakistan. The scientists usually emphasize high rainfall, flooding, or moisture for internal
and external migration.
• Agricultural income suffers tremendously when temperatures are extremely hot, wiping out over a third
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of farming income. Non-farm income also experiences
losses from heat stress, but to a lesser extent. Interestingly, high rainfall increases all sources of income substantially.
Extreme heat stress is associated with more migration
for both land-owners and non-land owners. However, the magnitude and statistical significance of the
estimates are most pronounced for the land- and asset-poor, and their moves are most likely to be out of
the village moves.

Concluding his presentation, Dr Fahad Saeed shared the
following pattern of climate change: climate change will
cause decrease in agricultural production leading to internal migration, further causing urbanisation and expansion
of cities resulting in loss of agricultural land and thus causing negative impact on agricultural production and so on.
Ms Ayesha Amjad Qaisrani focusing on “Strengthening
Human Capital to Reduce Climate Change Vulnerabilities”
stressed that adaptation strategy should be applied in response to climate change. She first illustrated the significance of climate change by highlighting that temperature
was rising, oceans were heating, sea level was rising, snow
cover was declining and glaciers were melting.
She discussed issues due to climate change that are being
analysed under the consortium of “Pathways to Resilience
in Semi-Arid Economies (PRISE)”. These issues include the
following:
• Health affected by vector borne diseases, infectious diseases, respiratory and cardiovascular problems; and,
food insecurity.
• Less education and unsustainable livelihood means
more vulnerability.
• Migration as a coping mechanism to climate change
(internal, external, temporary or permanent).
• Significant impacts upon the marginalized including
the poor, women, children and elderly.
She stressed that health programmes should be launched
for curing health related diseases. A society that is not as
well educated has less understanding of the environment
and is not able to respond efficiently. Education therefore
plays a significant role in adapting towards climate change
impacts. Other strategies including migration as a planned
adaptation strategy, livelihoods as a diversification strategy and targeted interventions for gender and the marginalized can be useful in minimizing climate change impacts
and vulnerabilities.
Mr Benjamin Mohr presented his paper on human capital,
security and climate change in Tajikistan. He said that the
dramatic exposure to climate-induced disasters have a significant effect on economic development, security and the
human capital. He indicated that around 500 natural disasters in Tajikistan resulted in loss and damages of US$ 200
million. Also, natural disasters have been accountable for
9.5% of the country’s GDP during 1999-2008. He highlighted that the most vulnerable groups are the poor, elderly,
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children, women and single mothers as well as people with
disabilities.
While talking about climate variability, he indicated that
2010 flash floods in Southern Tajikistan caused destruction
of villages in which more than 40 people were killed and
300 were injured. While describing climate change as a
long term tendency, he said that climate change is expected
to cause significant changes in all socio-economic sectors.
Increased risk of extreme weather events, droughts and
natural disasters are expected and will result in internal
migration to cope with security risks and development
challenges. While considering the indirect impact of climate
change and taking into account the other development factors, he said that access to finance, services, technologies
and markets is obligatory to cope with climate risks.
Dr Anjal Prakash speaking via video link said that the decisions to migrate had many causes. He indicated that environmental drivers were just one of five categories of drivers
alongside economic, political, demographic and social. He
said that whether migration happened because of failure
to adapt or whether it was adaptation strategy to environmental stresses and shocks was an on-going debate. He
said the debate was not settled but the fact was that people
were migrating both short and long distances.
Mr Cherian K. Mathews said that extreme climate change
events impact upon livelihoods but vary upon geography.
He indicated that 64.2% people are affected globally due
to climate change in Asia. He highlighted that agriculture
and livelihoods are the main strains for Asia but due to climate change, sea level rise of 34cm is observed resulting
in coastal flooding in Asia. He stated that climate change
impacts are real. In order to adapt or mitigate, provincial
level research is needed in Pakistan. He said that the people
of Pakistan are facing huge impacts upon climate change
adaptation due to lack of public discourse. Among those,
women are more vulnerable in terms of adaptation. Pakistan is lagging behind in the implementation of legislation
in response to climate change.
Mr Karamat Ali indicated that the floods of 2010 affected
over 200,000 in Karachi. He said that there is a need for demanding rights for those who are victims of floods. In Pakistan, according to legislation the government is responsible
for providing free education to 5-16-year old child since
education increases the capacity to adapt in response to climate change impacts. He said that while policy making, it
is obligatory to take into consideration the people prone to
disasters which he termed as “Right based strategy”.
Dr Safdar Sohail said that using technology to adapt and
mitigate in response to climate change impacts is one aspect
which one should look at. He said that since Pakistan had
agreed and signed an agreement, therefore, a lot of funding is available on environmental related projects. Also, he
suggested emotional and psychological analysis of climate
change by highlighting that climate justice should be taken
into account while making policies.
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Session C-1
Future Climate Scenarios: Implications for ‘Hotspot’ Regions
Co-Chairs: Former Ambassador Mr Shafqat Kakakhel, Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan; and, Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers
Dr Fahad Saeed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Sanjay Vashist, Climate Action Network South Asia, India
Panel Organisers and Moderators: Dr Fahad Saeed and Ms Qurat-ul-Ain Syed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI),
Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Qurat-ul-ain Syed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

The rapid rate of climate change in recent decades has been
well documented in the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Fifth Assessment Report-AR5 (2014).
Developing and semi-developed countries, many of which
are arid and semi-arid, are particularly vulnerable to climate change as they are already under the stress of multiple non-climate related concerns. Identifying these risks
will be the first step in moving towards adaptation and
resilient economic growth as hazards will soon combine
with vulnerabilities in the shape of poverty, exclusion and
negative coping strategies further exposing populations to
devastation.
The panel was held in the form of a roundtable discussion
including representatives from South Asia, Central Asia,
Africa, United Kingdom and Australia, under the Collaborative Adaptation Research Initiative in Asia and Africa
(CARIAA) and Pathways to Resilience in Semi Arid Economies (PRISE). Speakers Mr Sanjay Vashist and Dr Fahad
Saeed presented climate change projections for different
climate variables (such as global mean temperature, changes in moisture input, and extreme climatic events) in their
respective regions, i.e. India and Pakistan respectively.
They also shared their experiences and inputs with regard
to different scenarios and their degree of resilience at the
local/communities, national and regional levels. Focus was
given to areas of immediate attention such as agriculture,
health, labour, food, energy, and infrastructure. Policies
made at a macro-level require a good understanding of vulnerable districts. The following sites were identified for the
study: Swat, Chakwal, Mianwali, Dera Ghazi Khan, Muzaf-

fargarh, Dadu, Lasbela, Thatta, Badin, and Athara Hazari.
Mr Sanjay Vashist discussed the mounting impacts of climate change where human activity has been identified as
the single largest contributor. South Asia itself has witnessed a rise in temperature by 2 degrees Centigrade where
scientists claim that by 2050 there is a 66% chance that the
Arctic Ocean will be ice free. Since the onset of climate
change, South Asia has experienced a change in precipitation patterns. With a rise in sea levels, colder regions have
become colder and warmer regions have become warmer.
The longer the action plan is delayed the more the cost of
adaptation. Planning needs to be flexible to adapt quickly
where short and long term approaches are needed. The options availed to reduce these climate risks need to be at a
local and national level. Policies made in isolation will lead
nowhere and thus international cooperation is vital. Effective and comprehensive risk management is an essential
component. If this situation prevails, more drought conditions are likely, which will be devastating for agriculture
dependent countries of which a large bulk is in South Asia.
Dr Fahad Saeed discussed the climate change projections
for Pakistan. He pointed out that over the years, IPCC has
become more and more confident. An improvement in climate models means more precise evidence and less space
for scepticism. Dr Abid Q. Suleri pointed out that we are
dealing with the same illness with just a better diagnosis.
Stakeholders’ Discussion: The round table discussion involved a question-and-answer session where various
stakeholders and participants gave their views and identified gaps. The challenge emerges as we narrow down our
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focus. It is difficult to identify the exact location of arid and
semi-arid regions as there is no unanimous consensus on
the definition. Environmental Law Attorney, Mr Qazi Ali
Haider, felt that perhaps restricting ourselves to arid and
semi-arid regions, we may overlook the larger picture, as
preserving the entire ecosystem is essential when moving
towards adaptation and mitigation. He particularly referred
to the issue of deforestation in Pakistan, and that protecting
forest cover was a vital aspect as Pakistan already has the
lowest forest cover on the world. There needs to be more
responsibility and awareness, the largest causes of deforestation was agro-deforestation that must be condemned.
Mr Taimoor Sohail, Research Associate from COMSATS,
opined that agriculture and food resources go hand in hand
and must be studied collectively as one cannot be ranked
above the either. If we want to measure the vulnerability
or a district we must do so by researching the availability
of water in that area, as water is what ensures our future.
When discussing sectors like agriculture and forestry, we
need to understand the challenges people face in terms of
poverty reduction. National projects that are not inclusive
will not deliver benefits and sustainability. Dr Guy Jobbins,
a representative from ODI, felt that was an area worth looking into and how climate resilience could lead to more inclusive growth. The experiences and challenges that small
businessmen and crop transporters face must be dealt with
to create sustainable inclusive economic growth.
A representative from Tharparkar, where extended periods
of drought and famine are inherent, stated that as a result
of climate change their concerns have doubled. Winter has
now extended to March, and the monsoon season is delayed meaning harvest season comes late. As a result their
main staple food, i.e. millet, has decreased in supply meaning more dependence from the outside for basic food.
Another participant pointed out that when it comes to adaptation and arranging for relief and social protection the
issues unfortunately becomes quite political. As a result of
the 18th amendment, the disconnect between policy and
implementation has only increased. Sugar mills owned by
the political elite are greatly responsible for polluting the
land. Where there is no accountability how can we move
towards climate resilience, he said. Human security is a
two-way street when it comes to climate change.
The participants were asked whether they had first-hand
knowledge of visible change due to climate change on human capital, and perhaps we could identify steps required
for mitigation. Ms Helga Ahmed, an environmental activist, opined that a valuable lesson could be learnt from Rajedra Singh from Rajasthan India who completely altered
the water situation in a desert that did not have more than
200 mm of water. The area is now prosperous. The locals
did not feel the need to migrate. Ultimately what it comes
down to was commitment because when there is a will
there is a way.

Mr Lokhaze Ali, researcher at NUST, felt that mismanagement of water resources was the telling of a future water
crisis. The water table is consistently going down. However, after floods the water table in rural areas will go up.
If we learn how to manage water for our benefits it could
mean the promise of a much better future. According to
the NDMA, we have incurred damages of 15 billion USD
due to flood induced damage, only 1/10th of this amount
can save us from such disasters. To ensure food security,
farmers need to directly access the market. No middle man
should be involved who ironically ends up earning more
than the farmer.
Disaster management is not only just an important aspect
for food security, it may also create opportunities for employment. Dr Mehmood Khalid Qamar, Advisor to the
Government of Punjab opined that it is difficult to manage
and contain climate change in one sector as it affects various sectors. In the 2014 floods in Punjab, people in agriculture had some resilience capability. Training was given to
local communities for vaccinations, and plans for forestation were implemented where people were given the cost
of plantation.
Dr Mac Kirby from the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), Australia, pointed
out that Pakistan has a 30-day storage for irrigation. As the
population grows Pakistan will face storage capacity. If we
cannot feed the population, we cannot even come close to
considering development of human capital, he warned.
Another important effect of climate change was its impact
on migration patterns which in turn effected the environment. Mr Sanjay Vashist pointed out that the impacts of
on-going developmental practices. He said that one needs
to figure out whether they were facilitating sustainable
growth or having a negative impact such as on agriculture,
migration, etc.
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A participant from the University of Agriculture conducted a study on climate change and migration in Khyber Pakhtun Khwa (KPK). One of the main push factors, he revealed, was the increase in agricultural activities but lack
of technological sustainability particularly in the marginalized areas. New farming practices are needed, he suggested.

prices of produce fall. One of the main challenges is how
to ascertain that it is a climate change induced migration.
Various and diverse participants made for a very interactive and informative session identifying gaps, flaws, challenges and alternatives policy measures conducive to policy planning and building sustainable climate resilience in
arid and semi-arid regions.

Mr Benjamin Mohr from the Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC), Kazakhstan, felt that migration was neither a positive coping mechanism nor a negative one. It may have a positive impact. In Tajikistan 20% of
the work force had migrated for a better life; on the other
hand, one of the negative consequence was the increased
burden on families and women particularly who are new
head of households. Further, in some cases children have
to work instead of going to school.

The following policy recommendations came out of the session:
• Develop a consensus on defining and locating arid and
semi-arid regions to avoid future discrepancies.
• Comb through old work packages when forming new
one to avoid the same mistakes
• Build capacity within communities and create acceptance within the governments
• Develop a form of tracking to better estimate migration
flows
• Create better technology for seasonal forecasting
• Agriculture advisory can prove beneficial in terms of
mapping crops and educating farmers on optimal crop
sowing and irrigation techniques

Mr Abdallah Issa Henku from the Centre for Climate
Change Studies, University of Dares Salam, Tanzania, said
that the occurrence of migration has multiple factors. Most
people migrate for greener pastures as crops dwindle or

Session C-2:
Competition Policy and Sustainable Development
Chair: Dr  Joseph Wilson, Chairman, Competition Commission of Pakistan, Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by: Ms Roubina Ather, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers
Mr  Pradeep S. Mehta, Consumer Unity Trust Society (CUTS) International, India
Dr  Nadia Tahir, Bahria University, Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr  Nadeem Iqbal, Network for Consumer Protection, Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizers and Moderators: Ms Anam A. Khan, Research Associate, and Dr  Vaqar Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by:  Ms Sadaf Nawaz & Muhammad Ali Inam, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
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The session moderator, Dr Vaqar Ahmed from Sustainable
Development Policy Institute, Islamabad, said that ‘Pathways to Sustainable Development’ is the extension of previous themes; it is a graduation of Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) into Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
which are more realistic. Briefly introducing the session, Dr
Ahmed indicated that SDPI and other institutions in the
region like CUTS International have been pushing competition policy discourse which should be taken seriously by
the sustainable development community. It has been linked
with the welfare, trade and other private sector competiveness. Dr Ahmed, briefly introduced the panellists and mentioned that this session was a precursor of World Competition Day held a few days back.

ment in a substantial way. He indicated that the interface
between sustainability and competition law and law and
society go hand in hand, and hence with changing notions
and shifting thought patterns in the society, the law must
change and it must do so with social change. Mr. Mehta
asserted that the competition law has distributional purposes ensuring economic democracy in society and the
political goal as important to challenge the accumulated
economic power. He said that the Millennium Declaration
has recognised reduction of poverty as a global challenge.
A properly framed global framework can go a long way in
facing this challenge If South Asia is to open up markets,
it should start with at least a healthy regional competition
framework.

Dr Joseph Wilson, Chairman, Competition Commission of
Pakistan, while presiding as the chair of the session indicated that the World Competition day was celebrated on
5 December and gave its its background. Dr Wilson said
that competition policy does not look at end consumers.
The Government should be advised that international obligations are sufficient to make competition laws. He mentioned that the basics of competition and sustainable development is is revelry among firms in the market place.
He explained that competition policy is the government’s
policy for preserving or promoting competition at the market place; and sustainable development is development
that meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
He further added that the session would highlight the two
constituents of sustainable development such as economic
and socio-political sustainability.

Dr Nadia Tahir from the Bahria University, Islamabad,
mentioned that competition policy failed in achieving its
objectives in maximising the economic welfare and hyper-globalisation. She further discussed why sustainable
development in the arena of competition policy is being ignored. She said that economic theory says that competition
leads to general profit and it increases the number of firms.
Firms can maximise their revenues by sharing more and
more market so firms compete for the market. Schumpeter
and Marx give the critique of competition. Schumpeter say
competition should be avoided in order to have monopoly
profit while Marx says that regimented labour force may
cause damage to the capitalistic system. Dr Tahir recalled
that recently, Dani Rodrik in ‘Globalisation a Paradox’ ,
gives the idea that there is a trade-off that exist between
democracy and globalisation agenda and there is concern
for national sovereignty. Greece, Italy and other European
countries are struggling nowadays in terms of high unit labour cost. There is no relationship between intensity of local competition and economic growth globally. Multifactor
productivity is the reason for growth in all big countries.
While giving her concluding statement, she said that the
competition itself is a way to avoid innovation and to promote sustainable development.

Mr Pradeep S. Mehta from the Consumer Unity Trust Society (CUTS) International, India, indicated that sustainable
development rests on three pillars including ecology, equity and economics. Recalling the statement of late Prime
Minister Ms Indira Gandhi during the first ever International Environmental Conference in 1972 in Stockholm, said
‘Poverty is the biggest polluter’. Analysing this phrase, Mr
Mehta said that then the goal is to remove poverty and for
that one needs to acquire economic growth. The challenge
between policy makers is to create balance in environmental development. One of the principal goals of competition
policy and law is to preserve and promote competition as a
means to ensure efficient allocation of resources in economy, resulting in the best possible choice of quality, the lowest possible prices, and adequate supplies to consumers. To
put it differently, competition is not just a means to achieve
the above stated objectives.
Mr Mehta said that the maximising consumer and social
welfare is a predominant concern of competition, which
is an important goal for sustainable development. He said
that goods should be produced in such a way that they fulfil the consumer needs keeping the cost of input low while
maintaining the quality thereby protecting the environ-

Mr Nadeem Iqbal from the Network for Consumer Protection, Islamabad, defined consumer as a person who buys
a product or gets service on lease for his/her private use.
Consumer right movement in Pakistan is evolving on the
basis of this definition. He said that there is no definition
of consumer in the competition law in Pakistan, but the
law’s spirit is consumer specific as its calls for ensuring free
competition in all spheres of commercial and economic arenas to enhance economic activity and to protect consumers
from anti-competitive behaviour that includes cartelisation.
Mr Iqbal indicated that Section 10 of the competition law in
Pakistan talks about deceptive marketing. He further elaborated that it relates to the distribution of false or misleading information that is capable of harming the business interest of another undertaking related to the price, character,
method or place of production, properties, and suitability
for use or quality of goods. He said that financial literacy
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is very low in Pakistan. He indicated that for consumer
protection, there are several provincial laws available and
that consumer protection law exists in all provinces of Pakistan, except Sindh. He said that presently no self-regulatory
body nor specific code of conduct exists on advertisement.
He highlighted that like advocacy with business chambers,
industries and government department, there is a need to
have advocacy with the consumer bodies and bars.
Ms Roubina Ather from the Ministry of Commerce, Pakistan, while giving special comments at the session talked
about competition policy based on her regional context
experience with specific relevance to South Asia. She said
that competition policy in addition to its domestic dimensions has become more relevant for international trade and
particularly market access. She indicated that trade policy
and competition policy are properly applied and mutually reinforcing method for promoting welfare. Ms Ather
highlighted that the benefits of trade liberalisation are magnified through competition law that lowers the incidence
of consumer welfare by reducing restrictions on competition process. Competition is the foundation of efficiently
working market system. She indicated that free market entry and exit, transparency of market, freedom of contract,
consumer ability, freedom and decision are some of the
pre-requisites, which unfortunately are not met in developing countries and particularly in South Asia. Ms Ather as-

serted that the South Asian economy is diverse in terms of
its economic development as well as their institutional and
commercial policy environment. She concluded by saying
with the question, whether we need a regional competition
policy or not?
Dr Joseph Wilson while concluding the session said that the
only way to get competition outcomes in markets where
there are natural monopolies and competition is to put
in place effective regulations. He further highlighted that
such regulations should be taken into account as an integral
component of competition policy since it is the poor who
face significant impacts of competition in terms of increase
in prices and for that purpose South Asia should have a
healthy regional cooperation framework to reduce poverty.

Session C-3:
Materializing SDGs: Challenges and Opportunities
Chair: Mr Shamim Ahmad Khan, Member Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Comments: Dr Irshad Danish, Save the Children, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers
Dr Tariq Banuri, University of Utah, USA
Dr Nagesh Kumar, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), South and South-West Asia
Office, India
Dr Posh Raj Pandey, South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Kathmandu, Nepal
Dr Shehryar Toru, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organiser:
Ms Samavia Batool, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Hira Mirza, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
As we witness the MDGs mature into a more forward-looking, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), an array of
concerns have found their way to the debate rooms: Did
we do well on the MDGs? Are we prepared for more long
term goals? Will global partnerships take form and pursue
the agenda of shared growth?
To answer some of these questions, and to suggest ways to
materialize SDGs, experts from around the world gathered
in the discussion session on the challenges and opportunities of the said goals. Dr. Shehryar Toru from the Sus-

tainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) gave a rundown on the policy failures of the government in Pakistan;
Dr Nagesh Kumar of United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, (UNESCAP), Delhi, explained how global partnerships will help countries
around the world implement SDGs effectively. Eminent
environmentalist and founding director of SDPI, Dr Tariq
Banuri, beefed up the argument for international cooperation and used historical evidence to point to loopholes in
development agendas set for preceding decades.
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Dr Posh Raj Pandey, from the South Asia Watch on Trade,
Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Nepal, was also
one of the panellists, who presented his views on the significance of technology as an enabler for inclusive social and
economic development in countries, and for the achievement of the SDGs.
Critically deliberating on the achievement of Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) in the region, Dr Shehryar
Toru asserted that institutional and governance challenges
render policy implementation ineffective not just in Pakistan but in most of South Asia. The prime defect does not
lie in how policies are crafted, but how they are promulgated after being agreed upon. He identified that particularly
in Pakistan the borrowing of contemporary policies from
developed countries is one of the primary reasons for their
failure to bring about desired change in a completely different socio-economic environment. While existing literature may suggest that the employment of one type of policy
framework may result in success, yet the contrasting nature
of political institutions and bureaucratic structures in this
part of the world seldom favour such reform.
Dr Toru referred to what are popularly known as open
access states and argued that Pakistan does not support
the concept, and instead may be listed as a limited access
state with slow economic progress and a centralised policymaking mechanism. Local policies, he said, reflect political
ambitions of the leadership and conflicts of interest among
pressure groups impend the distribution of resources in
the society. An absence of debate and/or consultation with
stakeholders and disengagement with local governments
further diminishes the prospects of development.
Dr Toru suggested that because the South Asian region is
fraught with governance challenges, weak accountability and institutionalised corruption, the policy framework
must centre on re-conceptualizing governance “from a po-
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litical economy approach to development policies”.
An interesting alliance between the use of technology and
the implementation of SDGs was underlined by Dr Posh
Raj Pandey of SAWTEE, Nepal. He said that technology
transfer is critical to sustainable development, rising prosperity and transformative development. He drew out a
comprehensive comparison of the current state of technology in South Asia with the developed world, and pointed
out that “the state of science, technology, and innovation in
South Asia remains poor”.
All South Asian countries, except Sri Lanka, rank among
the bottom 20% of the technological readiness index of the
World Economic Forum, and among the lowest 25% of the
Innovation Index. Compared to the 2% of GDP spent by
US, EU and Japan on Research and Development, South
Asia combined spends a meagre 0.76% of GDP.
Dr Pandey strongly believed that technology can be used as
a change driver and an engagement mechanism to achieve
goals. The Open Working Group for SDGs has incorporated related goals (Goal 8, 9, 17) to foster innovation and
technological development. However, this depends largely
on how technology will be transferred and shared between
countries, and how implementation mechanisms will work
out in future. Nevertheless, a well-functioning science,
technology and innovation ecosystem is absolutely paramount.
One of the most pressing concerns in the upcoming SDG
agenda is that of international cooperation. According to
Dr Kumar of UNESCAP, Delhi, the achievement of MDGs
is an unfinished agenda as Asia and the Pacific still account
for a bulk of the world’s deprived people. Some of the challenges that the MDGs failed to overcome include economic
insecurity and vulnerability, growing inequalities and infrastructure deficits. Threats to the environment (shrinking
carbon space), sharp rise in resource consumption, and
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frequent natural disasters have been putting the region at
higher risks than ever before.
Dr Kumar pointed out that despite poor social and economic indicators, official development assistance (ODA)
flows have not been distributed proportionately as the Asia
and Pacific received only 20% funds. The duty-free, quota-free (DFQF) market access for least developed countries
(LDCs) has shown limited effectiveness and with the Doha
Agreement stalled, growth largely remains elusive. He appreciated the move towards South-South cooperation as it
will serve as triangular cooperation and sharing of good
practices across the developing world will prove to be more
fruitful.
Dr Kumar pointed out that four primary means of implementation will be necessary for the implementation of
SDGS, namely: finance (resource mobilization, FDI inflows
and development-friendly global economic governance),
technology (facilitation to developing countries), capacity
building, and trade (market access, knowledge spill-overs).
For the Post-2015 Development Agenda, he put forth his
recommendations based on inclusive growth measures
contingent on a strong and well-defined global partnership
mechanism.
In the post-2015 development agenda discussion forums,
the argument for international cooperation has fast taken
centre stage. Dr Tariq Banuri from the University of Utah,
said that half the battle is won, if systems are set up to garner economic cooperation and to allow people to pursue
their ambitions. He brushed up on the long history of global goal-setting in the international arena for development,
starting from the 1919 League of Nations and the International Labour Organization (ILO), where workers were
given the right to protest and the promise to protect the
rights of the working class.
The Bretton Woods Agreement of 1944 was a landmark
achievement for economic cooperation. Part of the agenda of the International Trade Organization (ITO) (set up
in 1945 and later replaced by World Trade Organization
(WTO)) was to enable developing countries to move forward. In 1992, the Agenda 21 focused on sustainable development (social and economic dimensions, natural resources, major groups and means of implementation).
However, the latter half of the 20th century witnessed developing countries growing at a rate lower than that of developed countries. Hence, the nature of conflict today reflects the seeds of distrust and economic insecurity sown by
loosely held promises and unfinished agendas. Dr Banuri
expressed, “The security agenda cannot exist by itself unless there is commitment to social justice and people can
move forward in the global economy.”
Currently, there are three strands in finance – climate,
poverty (MDGs) and development but an array of issues
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stand in the way of effective implementation of SDGs. The
Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) approach was unable to steer the process of shared growth
in the right direction and rich countries found it in their
interest to avoid it. The agreement on sharing of technology was thwarted by the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) agreement which undercut
all preferential and concessional access. The Copenhagen
Accord (2009) required public sources to inject money for
environmental sustainability but was interceded. The monitoring of commitments is a slow and tedious process, as
international organizations such as the human rights watch
face fundamental issues. Lastly, the support for the development agenda should not be restricted to aid and must be
seen through a wider lens.
Dr Banuri said that while the MDGs have been a success,
they were set at a time when economic growth was high
and developing countries were growing at higher rates
than their rich counterparts (thus starting to converge).
However, support for development is still missing. As far
as the dissemination of aid is concerned, transparency has
been a crucial impediment. Only a fraction of the aid entitled to a country is actually received, while most of it is
spent in the donor country. The focus, he says, should not
only be on the quantity of aid but on the quality: policies
must favour foreign direct Investment (FDI) flow to developing countries without opening up markets to volatility.
The newly designed SDGs now focus on sustainable industrialization, peace and security, elimination of inequality,
inclusive growth, and job creation. But it all comes down
to goal 17, which deems consolidated global partnerships
as necessary for sustainable development, because history
proves that the absence of this very basis of partnership has
long stunted the fulfilment of the global development agenda. The necessary means of implementation for SDGs are:
finance, technology, knowledge sharing, capacity building,
trade and market access, migration and most importantly,
partnerships. What is needed now is a clear commitment
to articulate goals of economic cooperation for developing
nations and a plan to converge the standards of living in
developed and developing countries.
From Save the Children, Mr M. Irshad Danish contributed
his part to the development debate as he insisted that the
betterment of children be included in the agenda of reform,
if the goal is to achieve sustainable growth.
Mr Shamin Ahmed Khan concluded the session by saying
that the main issue that has been highlighted in the session
is that of global partnership. He further appreciated how
speakers were able to touch upon all related areas of importance: employment, inequality, growth, finance and technology and that the discussion engulfed some of the many
issues that have come up after the introduction of MDGs in
the year 2000.
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Session C-4
Panel Discussion and Book Launch: Pathways to Power: The Domestic Politics of South Asia

(edited by Arjun Guneratne & Anita M. Weiss, Rowman & Littlefield, 2014; South Asian edition published by Orient
Black Swan, 2014)
Speaker, Moderator and Panel Organiser: Dr Anita Weiss, Professor and Head, Department of International Studies, University of
Oregon, USA
Discussants
Dr Farzana Bari, Quaid-e-Azam University, Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Syed Rifaat Husain, National University of Sciences and Technology, Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Bishnu Raj Upreti, Nepal Centre for Contemporary Research, Kathmandu, Nepal
Dr Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, University of Dhaka; and, Unnayan Onneshan,  Bangladesh
Report by Mr. Humayun Farooq and Mr. Tahir Saeed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

Dr Anita Weiss while giving an introduction to the book
titled ‘Pathways to Power: The Domestic Politics of South
Asia’ explained that there are six contributors who capture
the voice of society and culture, how society and culture
affect political pathways and effect development. She said
that all contributors of this book try to lay out the foundation of historical chapter and each chapter starts with the
timeline of historical independence; and, its economic history. Further moving on, in each chapter the contributors
talk about the political economy and describe how different
social groups set out to acquire power and resources they
use to pursue their goals in each of the five major countries
of the region. Authors also provide a comprehensive review of the country’s political history since independence
with an emphasis on political eras. Book also enlightens
how each country despite having a common cultural heritage of government and administration has diverted since
independence under the pressure of local politics. The book
provides a description of political economy and identity
politics and then moves on to women empowerment which
is not only limited to social relations of women but also

how kinship factors affect women empowerment. She said
that we cannot achieve the pathways towards sustainable
development without understanding society, culture and
political transformations which this book provides.
Dr Rifaat Hussain highlighting contributions of the book
said that this book opens the black box of states because
there are assumptions that states are the independent entities itself. Secondly, this book establishes the powerful
argument of why the local context is important which leads
to emphasis on the deep interaction of politics, cultural values, human security and historical luck. The book also recognizes the complexity and forces of domestic context. He
also appreciated the context of society, politics and culture
which are well described in the book.
Dr Farzana Bari congratulated Dr Anita Weiss as a co-author and editor of the book and confined her comments to
women empowerment. She described three major barriers
which occasionally affect women empowerment in politics,
i.e. ideological, institutional and cultural. She explained
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that women in these regions have less access to resources;
and, politics in recent years has commercialized and become criminalized. Political parties also seem to be structural barriers whereby the men are not letting the women
step into politics. The factors which led to women empowerment in politics are gender quotas, kinship networks and
collaboration of state. Dr Bari mentioned the two disconnects in five chapters of this book which is relationship be-
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tween socio economic factors and women’s higher political
status. She mentioned that Pakistan has the highest political participation in the parliament which is around 21%
and that the elite captures gender quotas in the parliament.
Dr Bishnu Raj Upreti started by saying that this book is a
timely contribution when we talk about more integrated
South Asia and its noble contribution towards South Asia
studies particularly because of its efforts to bring identity
politics, women empowerment, political economy , social
cost of militarization and access to power. He appreciated
the overarching theme and the historical aspect of the book
and said that should also include the studies from Afghanistan, Maldives and Bhutan because these countries also led
the way to independence.
Dr Rashed Titumir talked about South Asian leadership
and pathways to politics, military and security dimensions.
He emphasized that social militarisation needs to be tackled collectively by the policy makers and stakeholders and
rights to political processes need to be discussed.

Session C-5:
Promoting Women’s Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in South Asia Regional
Trade
Chair: Ms Yumiko Yamamoto, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Bangkok, Thailand
Speakers
Mr Mohisur Rahman, South Asian Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM), Bangladesh
Ms Dil Maya Rai, InfoAge Consulting, Thimphu, Bhutan
Dr Hiramani Ghimire, South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE),  Nepal
Ms Dharshani Premaratne, Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Colombo, Sri Lanka
Dr Vaqar Ahmed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Mr Prithviraj Nath, Consumer Unity & Trust Society, Jaipur,  India
Panel Organisers and Moderators: Mr Fayyaz Yaseen, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan; and
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Bangkok
Report by: Dr Nathalene Reynolds, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
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The chairperson Ms Yumiko Yamamoto, United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), Bangkok, Thailand,
opened the session on Promoting Women’s Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in South Asia Regional
Trade. Giving background of the session, she informed the
audience that the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) Asia-Pacific Regional Centre, with support from
Australian Government’s Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade, initiated the South Asia Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) project in 2013. Quoting from
International Finance Cooperation (IFC 2011), she said that
the ‘average growth rate of women’s
enterprises was significantly lower than the average
growth rate of MSMEs run by men’ ( p. 3). Besides, women
entrepreneurs, clustered in micro and small enterprises, required access to networks, financial services and trainings.
Research on ‘Promoting Women’s Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in South Asia Regional Trade’
aimed at promoting women’s economic empowerment and
thus poverty reduction. It had two dimensions: removing
the high tariff barriers but also taking into account the cultural and social constraints women faced; some women
could not leave the vicinity of their home, thus lacked employment opportunities. Ms Yamamoto took the opportunity to remind the audience that women often worked very
long hours; and statistics frequently did not show their contribution to society.
The number of MSMEs run by women in South Asia was
considerably lower than the number run by men. Furthermore, South Asia faced a number of challenges, according
to the UNDP, it had a combined population of over 1.4
billion people (20% of world population); over 500 million
people lived ‘on less than USD 1.25 a day’ (about the half
of the world’s poor). South Asia was ‘one of the least integrated regions in the world with limited on-going economic cooperation between the eight countries’. The region
had recorded high GDP growth rates as well as significant
progress on several MDGs; yet, a major development challenge was to maintain steady, inclusive, equitable, and
sustainable development pathways with enhanced human development outcomes. In such a context, inclusive
and sustainable development was crucial. Female MSMEs,
apart from improving the condition of South-Asian women
by generating income, could play a key role, contributing
to solve the dimensions evoked above; women would thus
become an agent of change, helping to promote a national
and regional dialogue.
During the panel, research partners originating from six
different countries explained the methodology they used
(field research and literary review). They presented their
preliminary findings on the theme of Promoting Women’s
MSMEs in South Asia Regional Trade and their recommendations.
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Ms Dil Maya Rai of InfoAge Consulting, talked about the
case of Bhutan, a small country with a population of less
than a million; patriarchy was not predominant. However,
95% of women were employed in small and micro enterprises. The field work was conducted in 10 of the 20 districts of the country. The main products identified were the
following: textiles (hand-woven), crafts (woods and bamboo), red rice, chilli paste and incense. Except for handicraft
products that were promoted by the Ministry of Economic
Affairs, registered enterprises were very few. MSMEs were
confronted by many challenges such as non-tariff barriers,
a poor network linking these enterprises to suppliers, and
an insufficient amount of Indian currency. Ms Rai, presenting the preliminary recommendations, noted the necessity
to define a policy which would support female efforts to
work within MSMEs.
Nepal ranks 122nd in the Global Gender Gap Index (2013)
which covers 141 countries. However, the lower status of
Nepali women was still better than their sisters in Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan. Dr Hiramani Ghimire, South
Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), noted that there were some 30,000 female entrepreneurs in the country, a figure that accounted for 0.1% of the
population; female labour was concentrated in the informal
economy. Among the five products (silver, jewellery, pashmina, natural fibre ‘allo’ (girardinia diversifolio, or ‘Himalayan nettle’), medicinal herbs and handmade paper) identified during the field research, two (‘allo’ and hand-made
papers) seemed to offer export potential and employment
opportunities for women. However, Dr Ghimire underlined that Nepal, had to acknowledge female practical and
strategic needs. It was therefore necessary to facilitate market linkage, to provide warehousing facilities, define export
incentives to different countries, in particular India, and to
introduce a conducive policy to enhance access to finance.
Ms Dharshani Premaratne from the Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), while examining the case of Sri Lanka, emphasised that the level of female labour was one of the lowest
in the region. The research team selected a few products
(spice and coir products, handloom and flowers) that had
a high export potential; the main labour was female, but
men dominated the other stages of the chain of production.
An awareness programme was therefore necessary: women would then be attentive to the market potential and to
the creation of trade-related associations; they would be
able to envisage cooperatives at the village level. As for the
government, it had to determine price, operate collective
centres and introductive quality standards.
Then came the presentation on Pakistan which Dr Vaqar
Ahmed, Deputy Executive Director of the Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), talked about. The country had a population of 184.3 million; 60% of whom were
economically active. The female active population was
steadily decreasing over time; the figure was 33% in early

Research & News Bulletin

58
2000 and had since dropped to 28%. Mr Fayyaz Yasin underlined that the population living under the poverty line
increased by 3% every year. Women’s disadvantageous
social and economic position is attributed to the “cultural
traditions, discriminatory laws, and religious practices” as
pointed out by Rashid and Makuwira 2014. The study carried out aimed at mapping the productive capacities and
constrains for WMSMEs in Pakistan in two important sectors: textiles, garments and fashion derivatives, and handicrafts and home decorations. The research team examined
two questions: presence and functionality of women business support networks (chambers of commerce, etc.) and
groups in facilitating and encouraging women entrepreneurs in Pakistan; non-tariff trade barriers that they faced
while exporting their products to other countries, especially within South Asia region.
Noting that female entrepreneurs lacked government support, Mr Yasin notably recommended that ‘Women entrepreneurial initiatives should be incentivized through easy
access to financial resources, trainings, and technical facilitation’. Besides, there ‘should be an online facilitation portal aided with a toll-free number providing women with
guidelines on starting, sustaining, and expanding their
businesses’. Dr. Ahmed, for his part, underlined the importance of cultural barriers which, for example, prevented
women from having access to information such as the existence of a value chain outside their immediate saturated
environment.
Mr Mohsiur Rahman, South Asian Network on Economic
Modeling (SANEM), looked at the case of women in Bangladesh. The survey was conducted thanks to the list of

female entrepreneurs the Women Entrepreneurs Forum
provided. In the main sector (cloth), 60% of the labour was
female, while men were the head of MSMEs. 94% of the latter belong to trade bodies. Direct engagement in Cross-Border Trade (textiles and apparel sector) was however marginal; importers or wholesalers were the main importers.
Mr Rahman was in favour of a more inclusive approach on
the part of the Central Bank of Bangladesh that will allow
capacity building.
Mr Prithviraj Nath, Consumer Unity & Trust Society, Jaipur,
India, noted that the Indian manufacturing sector (formal
and informal) employed over 100 million, and constituted
8% of the national GDP. There were 1.5 million registered
MSMEs. The female share in such a sector varied considerably across the country: MSMEs faced some constraints such
as the unavailability of credit, social and cultural barriers,
and lack of skilled labour. The country had however a great
deal of potential; for example, it was the largest producer of
coir in South Asia (and 80% of the labour in that field was
female); women were predominant in the handloom sector.
Examining the findings of the field research conducted, Mr
Nath was of the opinion that WMSMEs should be defined
in the MSMEs Act to avoid any confusion. Besides, the data
collected should be more precise, beyond simply stating the
total number of women enterprises. Registration of female
MSMEs should be encouraged, allowing women to benefit
from government schemes; child care centres with modern
amenities should be opened especially within and near industrial clusters to help women entrepreneurs find work
life balance; and, SAARC level Women Trade fair shows
should be organised.

Session C-6:
Role of Social Sciences in Sustainable Development – South Asian Perspective
Chair: Dr Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairperson, Higher Education Commission (HEC), Islamabad, Pakistan
Special Remarks by:  Dr Zarina Salamat, Council of Social Sciences, (COSS), Islamabad, Pakistan; and, Dr Lubna Chaudhry, State
University of New York, Binghamton, USA
Speakers
Dr Nilofer Shaikh, Preston University, Karachi, Pakistan
Dr Sukhadeo Thorat, Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), India
Dr Anwaar Ahmed,  University of Gujrat, Sialkot Campus, Sialkot, Pakistan
Mr Sanaullah Rustamani, University of Sindh, Hyderabad, Pakistan
Panel Organiser: Dr Humaira Ishfaq, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Mr Waqas Imran and Mr Tahir Saeed, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Humaira Ishfaq from Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, moderating the session, introduced the panellists before handing over the session to the
chair.
Dr Mukhtar Ahmed from the Higher Education Commis-

sion (HEC) of Pakistan, Islamabad, while chairing the session highlighted the objectives of HEC Pakistan. He said
that Pakistan is facing development challenges; although
HEC is currently working on technological part as they
yield immediate return yet the social component is missing in the overall focus. Dr Ahmed explained that social
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component in education enables one to study the human
interaction, behaviour and also human resource part. Social science research institutions and councils are working
independently. He said that there is lack of indigenous
research in social science subject. Dr Ahmed emphasized
on the need to carry out multi-disciplinary research for development in social science subject and to bridge the gap
between government agencies and social science societies..
Dr Nilofer Shaikh from the Preston University, Karachi
said that social scientists are responsible for public policy
change. She said that development reforms based on social
sciences have significant importance and for that purpose
Council for Social Sciences has already been proposed. Dr
Shaikh highlighted that the HEC constituted Development
in Social Sciences Committee aimed to identify development issues; and, immediate short and long-term projects
related to social sciences. Currently, the Social Science
Council is working for conducting and promoting academic social science research in Pakistan. Under the Council, 20
projects are being conducted from a grant of PKR 60 million.
Dr Shaikh said that the Committee has evaluated around
1200 research articles for this purpose. The HEC has recently
constituted “Social Sciences and Humanity Research Council of Pakistan”. She further explained that the said Council
focuses on socioeconomic development of the country and
aims to strengthen the infrastructure and allocation of resources for research in social science. This Council is mandated to develop modalities for research, review and monitor the performance of linked committees; encourage and
fund publications for higher education commission; award
scholarships and fellowships to social scientists, supporting sociocultural research activities; review, along with the
evaluation of research thesis of social sciences subject.
Dr Anwar Ahmed from the University of Gujrat, Sialkot
Campus, highlighted reasons of cultural dilemma of Paki-
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stani society and the growing decline of intellectual enlightenment of the society. He said that the organised efforts by
the establishment have eroded/deformed the dreams of
researchers in the name of state security, ideological perceptions and national interests. Dr Ahmed said that the
instability of government is a hurdle in the development
of social science and scientists. He continued that the sustainable poverty, sustainable ignorance and sustainable
terror are easier to comprehend and conceive, but at the
same time the curriculum for school children needs to be
revised as Pakistan’s history is full of legends that should
be included in the school curriculum. He said that Professor and historian, K.K. Aziz, scrutinised the 66 text books
of social sciences, social studies and history that are being
taught in schools today. He concluded by saying that voice
of Mr Ahmed Salim, SDPI ’s Senior Advisor on Education
and Minority Affairs and a historian, is inspiration for all.
Mr Sanaullah Rustamani from the University of Sindh,
Hyderabad, presented his research on “Status of Social Sciences in Public Sector Universities of Sindh” that aimed to
suggest the strength of this subject area to policy makers
and the HEC, Pakistan. Social science research is dynamic
in nature with social justice and equity as components of
the subject. Mr Rustamani said that the funding agencies
agenda at times does not sync in with the base of social sciences. He said that the study yields that social science is
adopted as a last choice whereas there is a a significant job
market in Pakistan for social sciences subjects. Mr Rustamani said that there is a scarcity of teachers in social science
departments He said that M.Phil. allowance is PKR 5000
and PhD allowance is PKR 2200 rupees for school teachers.
He concluded by saying that there is a need to promote social scientists for solving the social problems.
Dr Sukhadeo Thorat from the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), India, said that the Indian Council
held a conference in Bangkok on this issue to promote social
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science research. During the event several issues pertaining
to promotion of social sciences subject were discussed including; neglect of funding on social science research. He
said that social science involves knowledge about population and its social norms/issues as it enables one to understand society. Dr Thorat said that the government policies
should be based on evidences but unfortunately, most of
the policies are not evidence based. He said that there are
social sciences issues raised in our society due to neglecting
the social science research. He further stressed that social
science research enables to develop social technologies like
designing the policies for literacy and to understand the issues of democracy as learning from the western countries
that handle such issues through social technologies, South
Asia too can adopt this approach.. He said that countries
like India and Sri Lanka have developed certain mechanisms for funding. Under these mechanisms, different
councils are developed for funding in different sectors. Social science research has no independent and autonomous
institutions as different countries finance the social science
through different channels. He said that currently demographic dividends are emerging issues that are linked with
social sciences.
Dr Thorat stressed that there is strong connection between
teaching and research and both of these require separate
funding. He continued that social science research has a future in Pakistan. The emerging trend at the national level
to focus on this topic has seen China and Brazil excel in
producing journals by 2007, which, as compared to India
was less in 1997.
Discussion
Dr Lubna Chaudhry from the State University of New
York, Binghamton, USA, while giving special comments at
the session highlighted that there is no exclusive work on
social and national accountabilities in Pakistan. She complimented the panellists on the agenda they had brought
forth; understanding the social erosion for sustainable development and the differentiation of the word social and
social justice. Dr Chaudhry said that social science enables

one to understand the concept of development and its processes and there is a need to highlight good work in presence of current deteriorating situation in the country.
Dr Zarina Salamat from the Council of Social Sciences, (COSS), Islamabad, shared her views as well with the
session. She said that social and human science plays important role in policymaking and analytical tools in social
science may fill the gap between knowledge and policymaking.
Prof. Anita Weiss from the University of Oregon commented that a society needs to work for handling the social transformations. Pakistani social scientists in foreign countries
are producing good work in social sciences but they need to
come back and work in Pakistan. At the conclusions of the
session, Prof. Weiss inaugurated the “Doctoral Dissertation
Workshop” for PhD scholars.
Recommendations
The session proposed the following policy recommendations
• There is a need to develop social science methodologies
and theories relevant to Pakistan;
• Economists should work on the subject;
• There is a need to connect with foreign Pakistanis
working on social sciences subject;
• Independent and autonomous social science institutions and councils along with committees on social accountabilities should be established;
• Execution of all councils of social science research
should be carried out under one umbrella that would
yield positive results in Pakistan;
• HEC should promote social science research for sustainable development and increase funds for the subject;
• Social sciences subject requires funding and incentives
should be given to social science researchers; and,
• There should be accountability measures / mechanism
setup for monitoring the activities in social sciences
subject and research.

Session C-7:
Regional Economic Cooperation and Connectivity in South Asia
Co-Chairs: Former Ambassador Mr Tariq Karim, Bangladesh; and, Mr Haroon Sharif, World Bank, Islamabad, Pakistan
Speakers:
Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Nagesh Kumar, United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), South and South-West Asia
Office, India
Dr Posh Raj Pandey, South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), Kathmandu, Nepal
Prof. Mustafiz ur Rahman, Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh
Moderator: Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Huma Dad Khan, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
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Former Ambassador from Bangladesh to India, Mr Tariq
Karim emphasized upon the importance of the theme of the
panel. “SAARC has in my vision three sub regions: Eastern which is Bangladesh, India, Bhutan; Western consisting
of India, Pakistan, Afghanistan; and, Southern – Maldives,
India, and Sri Lanka. Pakistan thinks that sub regionalism
is defeating the purpose of SAARC. The purpose of regionalism is to take the big engine forward. Connectivity and
regionalism is a state of mind. So we have to get into the
state of mind that there is an affirmative solid cause for us
to think in this way,” asserted the co-chair.
One of the reasons why SAARC failed was the principle of
unanimity that every country must do everything and everybody put efforts in doing the same thing independently.
We need to focus on the bilateral ties and only then other
countries can join in, he stressed. Bangladesh has strong relations with Nepal. ”When such bilateral relations exist, we
can foresee a tri-lateral relationship introducing Pakistan.
Seven years ago energy cooperation was unimaginable in
Bangladesh but now 500 MW electricity from India to Bangladesh is going through a grid at our Western side to India
from the Eastern side in Bengal. India has been doing power trade within the country for over 10 years now. What
we envision is to go beyond the international borders,” explained Ambassador Karim.
Dr Abid Q. Suleri shared his thoughts that lack of trust was
the underlying reason for SAARC failure when it was conceived in 1985. Pakistan thought that it was Indian attempt
to empower itself in the region. “I believe that the bilateral
relation has not been a fruitful attempt for SAARC region.
We need to rethink about it. To me, Article 10 of SAARC
charter that we should keep the bilateral issue out of the
SAARC mandate is a major stumbling block now,” stated
Dr Suleri. Keeping issues away from a bilateral dialogue
creates more problems rather than solving the issue, he
opined, adding, that this needs to be revisited.
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One cannot imagine MDGs to succeed if one ignores the
SAARC integration. Last MDGs report suggests that
around 40% of the world’s poor live in this region. India
has 1.2 billion people living in extreme poverty, Bangladesh has 5% living in extreme poverty and Pakistan 1.7%.
These countries cannot achieve their goals if they do not
move forward together without integration. “For every
single GDP growth, we require 3% growth in energy. Besides this,” mentioned Dr Suleri, “the region is sensitive to
natural disasters. There is evidence that we need to cooperate and sit on one table and talk about the issues faced,
highlight the importance of cooperation and coordination,
communication and more talks.”
Mr Haroon Sharif said that countries need to realign their
positions in the emerging Asia. These regions are going
through political and economic transition, which is leading
to a lot of opportunities but also the supporting institutional structure is not ready to deliver during this transition.
Weak institutions, security concerns and not understanding the emerging global geopolitical architecture are the
barriers to the economic cooperation of the region, he stated. In a sub-regional context, Pakistan and Afghanistan can
make a major impact by doubling the regional trade if certain steps are taken. Fragmentation of institutions in terms
of policy and implementation needs to be looked into very
carefully as security, foreign and economic policy is made
in isolation. A longer term capital investment is something
that can be carried out through regional cooperation and
trade.
Dr Nagesh Kumar talked about the changed global context
since global financial crisis of 2007. The drivers of growth
are not able to play the same role and now we need to
support each other. Potential of intra-regional trade is described as the least integrated region in the world but it does
not mean that the potential is not there. The very familiar
gravity model and other estimates clearly show that there
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is a very substantial potential. If there are no barriers in the
region, trade would be around USD .50 billion or more. He
added that extended trade corridors can harness the potential of this region. If railway corridor is established there
would be a cut down of 30% to 50% in trade cost that will
give a huge boost to trade and increase competition. This
region can become the hub of the connectivity if IPI and
TAPI projects are up and running along with the containerization of containers moving in the supply chain. Pakistan
particularly can became the hub of connectivity given its
geo-strategic location.

gions to be deeply involved in cooperation and go beyond
the South Asian connectivity. He suggested that transport
and energy connectivity are the driving factors towards
greater cooperation and integration. If we do not have connectivity in trans-border supply chain and trans-border
production unit, all the major projects and the region that
are going through lots of changes, regional connectivity is
not economically viable. The trade facilitation agreement
under the WTO also obligates us for regional connectivity
by upgrading the countries’ infrastructure for trade facilitation.

Dr Posh Raj Pandey explained that at the SAARC Summit,
three agreements were expected to be signed but only one
on energy got signed. The agreements regarding motor vehicle agreement and railway agreement were not finalized
for approval. He focused on physical connectivity in terms
of infrastructure that links countries and soft connectivity
meaning government policy and institutional procedure
across the borders. Domestic physical connectivity in South
Asia is relatively good except for Afghanistan, Bhutan and
Nepal. Regarding soft connectivity, there is a lack of regional connectivity in policy induced barriers among the
region’s countries that hinders regional integration, he said.

Dr Suleri informed the audience that the knowledge partnership among the SAARC countries exists already. Participation of SAARC countries at SDPI’s Sustainable Development Conference is one small fraction of knowledge
partnership for the last over 18 years. “Now with this era
of digital connectivity we have been interacting with each
other along with all intellectual think tanks of regional
countries,” he said.

Prof. Mustafiz ur Rehman said that the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and investment flows are not significant in
South Asia and East Asia. South Asia is not much integrated i.e. intra-regional trade is only 5% of the global trade as
compared to East Asia that is talking about stagnation in
their growth and falling into the middle income trap. This
implies that there are lots of opportunities for both the re-

Regarding building trust level between India and Pakistan,
Dr Nagesh Kumar said that Pakistan is uniquely placed in
the region at this moment. It can play a leadership role in
bringing connectivity by extending the container train corridor to Dhaka for which it does not require any financial
resources as the railway lines are already located between
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. Former Ambassador Mr
Karim suggested that if the countries in South Asia want to
grow sooner or later then they must expose their industries
to competition for growth and innovation to take place.

Session C-8:
Water and Food Security in South Asia in the Era of Climate Change
Chair: Prof. Dr Iqrar Ahmed Khan, Vice Chancellor, University of Agriculture, Faisalabad
Special Remarks by: Dr Muhammad Mohsin Iqbal, Head, Coordination & Agriculture Section, Global Change Impact Studies Centre
(GCISC), Islamabad, Pakistan & Mr Daud Saqlain, Action Aid, Pakistan  
Speakers:
Dr Prakash C. Tiwari, Kumaon University, Nainital, India
Dr Babar Shahbaz, University of Agriculture Faisalabad, and, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Dr Iram Khalid, Action Aid, Lahore, Pakistan
Ms Maha Kamal, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Panel Organizers: Dr Babar Shahbaz, University of Agriculture, Faisalabad, and, Visiting Fellow, Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan; and, Dr Prakash C. Tiwari, Professor of Geography, Kumaon University, India
Report by: Syed Ali Haider, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad
Dr Iqrar Ahmed Khan, chairing the panel said that dams
are the main reason for water issues in Pakistan. Only 45%
of the whole year, water is available, while rest of the 55%
of the year, the country faces serious shortage. This issue
could be dealt with by building dams and ensuring that
water is available all the year round. The degradation of

mangroves is also a courtesy of decreased water flow in the
dry seasons that leaves little water in the deltas thus adversely affecting the growth of mangroves.
Water, food, and energy should be seen as inter-related
and inter-dependent upon each other. Commenting on
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the issue of ground water in Punjab, he said Indian Punjab
province has installed way more tube-wells in their country
than Pakistan and the electricity cost is subsidized by their
government. The setup of these has affected the , Pakistan’s
groundwater table immensely and depleting the levels.
Dr Prakash Tiwari from Kumaon University, India, said
during his presentation that highlands are being impacted
the most by climate change and Hindukush/Himalayan
region is already facing huge impacts of climate change.
Proposing some possible solutions for adaptation, he said
that climate change should be incorporated in other developmental programs, and the most affected thing from climate change will be water. He also proposed that agriculture will decrease in the countries dependent upon water
from Hindukush/Himalaya and almost all the agriculture
development programs will be affected. He also said that
watershed management holds the key to adapt to changing
climate. He suggested that number and quality of weather
stations should be enhanced in order to get the correct data
and there is a need for complete policy transformation for a
good integrated program.
Dr Babar Shahbaz from the University of Agriculture gave
extensive statistics about his study on the impact of changing climate in Kaghan valley, Swat . He said that the locals
reported that the increase in temperature in summers has
become significantly high (days and nights) and, similarly temperature increase in winter days and nights is also
high, which shows an overall increase in the temperature
of the area. And due to this increase in temperature, there
is an increase in the agriculture yield. On the knowledge of
people on climate change, his study showed that majority,
64% of the population in the area is not aware of climate
change. There is no newspaper awareness in the area, and
locals seem to be unaware of drought resistant crops and
have no multi-cropping knowledge. Dr. Shahbaz also said
that there is a trend seen of migration in the area due to
climate change. He concluded by saying that there is a need
for more studies and increase public awareness on the issue.
Dr Irum Khalid from ActionAid, Pakistan said that water is
a major issue in Chiniot, Punjab province in Pakistan, and
nearby areas. People do not have any information or knowl-
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edge of their rights on water. People are just so unclear that
which is their water and which isn’t. And this situation is
affecting women the most because they have to bring water
from distant places. There are no hand pumps in the area
because their initial cost is high for the people. There is water shortage in winters and in the same area, flood in summers.
Ms Maha Kamal from the Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), said water, food and energy nexus is important to address the issue of climate change. She said that
with the growing population, energy needs are also increasing, putting pressure on natural resources and climate. And
in all this, South Asia is the most affected region. In spite
of huge hydro-power potential in the region especially in
Pakistan, it is still not being optimally utilized.
Dr Mohsin Iqbal from Global Change Impact Studies Centre
(GCISC), Islamabad, said that crops and cropping methods
should be studied in detail to understand the increase or decrease in the yields., Mr. Daud Saqlain from the ActionAid,
Pakistan, while adding to the special comments, said that in
order to solve problems regional problems much more efficiently, all South Asian countries must sit together and sort
out the issues. In Pakistan’s scenario, dam politics should
be stopped, dams should be portrayed in a way that they
serve the national interest; along with proper management
of river water which is the key to success.
Recommendations:
• Dams are the most urgent need of Pakistan at present
and many issues can be resolved just by building dams.
• Collective action is important at regional level (in South
Asia) because the problems are almost similar.
• More research being done in the field of agriculture
should be related with climate change.
• Energy issues should not be neglected when there is
talk of water and food. The three are interlinked.
• There is a need for huge investments in water sector as
South Asian countries future depends on it.
• Effective complaint centres for water related problems
should be established in villages.
• Local administration should be better involved in the
management of such issues.
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Closing Plenary: H.U. Beg Memorial Lecture
Pathways to Inclusive and Sustainable Development: Making the Journey Possible
H.U. Beg Memorial Lecture:
Dr Hafiz A. Pasha,  Former Minister of Finance, Government of Pakistan (GoP)
Valedictory Session: Pathways to Inclusive and Sustainable Development: Making the Journey Possible
Speakers:
Prof. Amar Nayak, Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration,  India
Dr Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, University of Dhaka; and, Unnayan Onneshan,  Bangladesh
Dr Sania Nishtar, Former Federal Minister of Education & Training, Government of Pakistan
Introduction to the SDPI: Dr Abid Q. Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad,
Pakistan
Remarks by Chief Guest:  Engr. Khurram Dastagir Khan, Minister for Commerce, Government of Pakistan
SDPI Lifetime Achievement Award: Dr Tariq Banuri, Founding Director of Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI),
Islamabad, Pakistan; University of Utah, USA
Launch of SDPI Publications:
1. SDC Anthology: ‘Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow’
2. SDPI’s Annual Report: 2013—2014
3. Pathways to Sustainable Development Amid “6F” Crisis in Pakistan
4. Energy Vision 2025
5. Coal Fired Power Generation In Pakistan
6. Shale Oil and Gas: Lifeline for Pakistan
Launch of Pakistan Data Portal (joint project of SDPI and Alif Ailan)
Vote of Thanks: Ms Uzma T. Haroon, Director SDC Unit, Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan
Report by: Ms Mome Saleem,  Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan

H.U. Beg Memorial Lecture of the Seventeenth SDC closing plenary was delivered by Dr Hafiz A. Pasha, Former
Minister of Finance, GoP. Dr Pasha initiated his talk by acknowledging 23 successful years of SDPI established under
the leadership of Dr Tariq Banuri. He also acknowledged

the contributions of late Mr H.U. Beg’s to Pakistan in his
capacity as a civil servant.
His lecture underscored the need to go on the pathway of
inclusive development. He added that the spontaneous pro-
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test on the street is an indicator of discontent among people
that the full potential of the country has not been harnessed.
According to him the last seven years have been very crucial
for the people as the growth rate has plummeted, i.e. hardly
3%, and there has been double digit inflation, 50% increase
in the food prices thus burdening the budget of poor people in the country and unemployment particularly in urban
areas has touched 12%. According to estimates, poverty is
increasing annually at the rate of 3%. He used the expression “State captured by a very rapacious elite” to explain
that over the last decade, per house hold income of the top
quintile i.e. 20% of the population went up as much as 40%
as compared to 6% increase in that of the lowest quintile
(poorest household). He lamented that in urban areas the
income fell by 2.5% thus widening the gap between the rich
and the poor. The lethal combination of stagnation and inequality has resulted into frustration and disappointment
among the masses. According to Dr Pasha, following are the
drivers of increasing inequality:
1.

2.

3.

Agricultural land distribution of Pakistan has become
more skewed. The top 1% population own 20% of the
farm area whereas 40 years ago they owned only 14%.
According to an estimate, the number of landless in rural areas has increased to 60%.
Contradiction in terms of rise in the speculation and
capital gains: Despite the poor underlying fundamentals, the stock market has done well but the increase in
market capitalisation which is wealth of less than 1%
population has increased in the last five to six years by
35 billion dollars.
Biased and skewed banking system: The distributional
implications of the banking sector of Pakistan are huge.
About 86% of the credit goes to 1% of the borrowers
and the credit to sectors such as Small and Medium
Enterprises (SMEs) has starved by 50% decrease. The
credit extended to agriculture sector of Pakistan shows
low priority of the sector on government’s development
agenda (3 billion dollars) as compared to India which
extended hundred billion dollars to the sector.
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4.

Rampant tax evasion: Even during the regime of former
President Pervez Musharraf which marked increased
economic growth, the tax to GDP ratio remained flat or
declined. In Pakistan only 700,000 people (15% of the
population) are filing tax returns as opposed to seven
years ago i.e. one million. Only 16% of companies pay
tax. This has broken down the tax system.

He then elaborated the following elements for inclusive
growth in Pakistan:
1.

2.

3.

Full benefit of the falling international prices should be
transferred to the consumers. The only benefit in this
regard has been transferred on oil price as opposed to
food items on which regulatory duty has been imposed.
The issue is not generation of energy in short term but
effective utilisation of existing capacity through better
governance. The sector is facing 30% system losses due
to transmission, distribution and bills.
The concessions embodied in the income tax law have
to be reformed as opposed to introducing Statuary
Regulatory Orders (SROs). The cost of concessions and
exemptions aggregates close to 900 billion rupees i.e.
40% of the revenue collected. Tax privileges have been
given to the elite and in second schedule of income tax
ordinance special tax treatment given to the President,
Prime Minister, Federal Ministers, Corp Commanders
of the military, and supreme and high court judges.

The highest allocation in the Public Sector Development
Programme (PSDP) has been given to highway construction, which is twice higher than the allocation for the life
line of our economy; power and water. Despite power and
water crises the allocation for water and power has reduced
from 38% last year to 30% this year. Dr Pasha suggested the
following measures for improved governance:
•

Revival of local government is an utmost necessity
for improving governance in the country. Despite the
devolution, provinces such as Punjab are erecting par-
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•

•

allel structures like district
education and health authorities. Out of the four provinces
only KPK has promulgated
devolutionary laws.
Secondly there is a need for
“Employment
promotion
strategy”. Some 40% of newly
graduated youth are unemployed and 5 million youth of
Pakistan face “Discouraged
worker effect”. These are all
a fodder for militancy and
crime hence youth and employment programme are a
must to bring peace and security in the country.
Agriculture and food security
status needs to be improved
and invested in.

He concluded by reiterating the need to adopt pathways of
inclusive development for peace, stability and prosperity
in Pakistan.
Dr Amar Nayak, Professor at the National Academy of Administration University, India, emphasized that to achieve
sustainable development one has to first determine the direction and level of operation i.e. global, regional, national
or local. He said the pathway to sustainable development
lies somewhere between the optimal levels. The basic level institutions of the lowest level of governance vary from
country to country. The highest level of governance is at the
district or sub-district level.
The two opposing layers of operation, i.e. society and globalization, need to be understood along with their characteristics and challenges to progress for stronger implementation and to work on “Liberalization, Privatization
and Globalization (LPG)”. According to him “society” is
a complex of variety of people; vulnerable, rich, poor, etc.,
and has a variety of problems. “Globalization” is a great external force working on the majority of population. He submitted that the technical challenge is that we have not been
able to link these two opposing characteristics through a
policy.
Characteristics of Globalization

Characteristics of Majority of
Local Producers

Specialization

Bio diverse

Large capital intensive technology

Produce portfolios

Global cooperation

Integrated agriculture

Scale

Economy of scope

Dr Nayak said that there is a dissonance between the
technical aspects of different economic sectors. The “Secondary Sector” (manufacturing sector) and the “Tertiary
Sector” (service sector) work on “Economies of Scale” to
become efficient but same principle cannot be applied to
the “Primary Sector” (agriculture sector) to achieve efficiency. The efficiency of “Primary Sector” can be achieved
through “Economies of Scope”. On all fronts the moral, technical and system perspectives are different. Super
imposing the logic of industrial efficiency into agriculture has killed the efficiency of the primary sector. Considering this many international development agencies
are now working on climate smart agriculture, diversified agriculture, multiple cropping over mono-cropping.
According to Dr Nayak, we need to improve our thought
process rather than accepting international technical
suggestions. The best solution is cooperation and not
competition. Cooperation shall foster trust based on
frequency and depth of interaction and engagement.
Dr Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, from the University of Dhaka, Bangladesh, initiated his talk by emphasizing on the historical principles of diplomatic relations which according to
him did not deliver i.e. process of idealism, non-alignment
and non-engagement. He suggested the need for pragmatism that goes beyond the mainstream understanding of “security paradigm” and the “liberalized nation based regionalism”. In this regard he raised several pertinent questions.
1)

2)

How to achieve “Balanced Autonomous
Development Diplomacy”? In this regard he said
we need to think about means of engagement 		
even with our perceived enemy.
How to have a state that delivers? He said that 		
South Asian countries are facing common
challenges. There is a need to realize that
noneconomic factors influence economic outcome.
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3)

4)

We need a new form of state that can deliver
beyond the ideas of absolutism, economic rent
and primitive accumulation. We require new
social contract, a national state and transformation
to a citizen state that can deliver in the real sense.
New social contract will lead to a new fiscal policy
that promotes productive capacity expansion, and
full employment. He further added that there can
not be targeted social safety net while having
almost after 20 years, the second demographic 		
transition.
How to ensure that there is enough payment
given to the factors? Reality of South Asia, which
is still in the process of growing, is different since
we have development induced inflation. We need
to break the barriers of knowledge production to
produce our own abstraction that can help us
address the local problems.
How do you transcend beyond mistrust? The
relations are foiled by mistrust. Collaboration,
cooperation and understanding between the
nations are needed.

Dr Sania Nishtar, Former Federal Minister of Education &
Training, Government of Pakistan, while giving her talk
emphasized on the fact that the context and environment
in which MDGs were articulated are different from the
settings of the world today. MDGs were designed for aid
system when the world had a fiscal space and their focus
was on vertical intervention with clear time bound targets. Paris declaration on “Aid Effectiveness” and ACCR
Outcome Document clearly stipulated how MDGs were
going to be organised. Various global funds in the field
of development were setup to assist with their utilization.
MDGs are coming to an end in 2015 and SDGs are almost prepared and largely agreed upon at a time when
the world is recovering from global financial crises. The
SDGs are not developed for aid system but for countries
with focus on complex initiatives that require the countries to reinvent their systems and governance to deliver.
Pakistan has not been able to meet the MDGs primarily
due to system crunch. Clear thinking is needed to deliver and meet international obligations. The capabilities that
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are required to deliver on SDG
agenda necessitate effective inter-sectoral collaboration to create impact on the triple bottom
line i.e. economic, environment
and social. The government
will need effective inter-sectoral
collaborating
arrangements.
She submitted that government is not a single entity but a
combination of organizations,
departments, institutions and
ministries which have disincentive to collaborate. New institutions need to be developed that would make proactive
efforts to develop synergies and leverage comparative
advantages to foster collaborative division of labour and
to have a new matrix of government performance assessment. She said that governments have been setup
to fail with missing ingredients such as right incentives
for functionaries, accountability for policy consistency,
clear terms of reference and performance measurement.
She concluded by emphasizing the need to rethink the ways to run governments and the need
for regional collaboration on issues such as increasing population and lack of water availability.
Dr Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI, initiated his
talk by applauding Malala Yousafzai of Pakistan and Kalash of India for jointly receiving a Nobel Prize which according to him shows that jointly the South Asian countries can do a lot. He said that Pakistan is an emerging
democracy and facilitates a space to express our opinion and this is the edge for organizations like SDPI.
Recently South Asian countries have seen democratic transition which was unimaginable some years ago.
This shows the political will of the people and the leadership. Hence sustainable development is also not a far
distant dream. The civil society needs to keep on pressing the governments for improved political will and
the government’s need to trust the wisdom of people.
SDPI lived with its vision throughout and worked on the
motto to bridge research policy gaps. Today SDPI’s services and voice is recognized at major policy forums. At
the national level, SDPI is part of the National Economic
Advisory Council, Planning Commission’s National Advisory Committee, and Finance Ministry’s Social Safety
Net Strengthening Committee. At the regional level, it is
part of the largest network, i.e. Climate Action Network
South Asia (CANSA) and at the international level, SDPI
has CSO observer status at IMF and the World Bank. At
the research front, IDRC renewed SDPI’s think tank initiative funding for the next 4.5 years. He expressed gratitude
to team SDPI for its hard work. He said that following his
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philosophy of leadership has worked on producing leaders. He said, “A leader is not recognized by the followers
but by the leaders that he or she produces and I have 120
leaders working at SDPI with direction steered by shared
vision and uniformity of direction.” He also recognized
the guidance SDPI received from very eminent scholars and eminent names at the national and global levels.
Engr. Khurram Dastagir, Minister for Commerce, Government of Pakistan, focused his talk on regional economic cooperation. He initiated his talk by saying that South Asia
has become a “Union of Democracies”. The present government believes in integrating and connecting Pakistan’s
economy regionally through trade in goods, mutual flow of
investments and through connectivity, infrastructure and
erecting electricity grids. This year CASA 1000 energy project (Tajikistan to Afghanistan to Pakistan) was signed which
is a metaphor for integration of South Asia for improved
and better life. Regional integration is an evolutionary
process; soon it will become corporeal from metaphorical.
Mr Dastagir said that the regional integration is not a
new phenomenon. Generation of employment opportunities is required to integrate regional economies
for provision of better life to indigenous people. This
in turn is possible only through investment. In order
to increase investment energy, extremism and governance crisis need to be resolved. He said that there
are two dimensions of regional economic cooperation.
a)
Regional trade agreements and new customs
		
procedures to ease movement of goods and
		people; and,
b)
Connectivity through roads, rails, energy and 		
		
communication reducing cost of doing business.
He lamented that South Asia is the least connected region
of the world in this regard. Bulk of trade potentials remains
unexploited due to transport and visa restriction therefore the benefits of geographical proximity have not been
utilized. Regional cooperation demand immediate action.
Current government is making efforts for regional economic integration hence 2013-14 was called the year of
stabilization. Pakistan has focused on improving trade
with two fastest growing economies in the region, i.e.
India and China. The recent 46 billion dollars investment between China and Pakistan will further deepen
the economic engagement. The project includes a host
of infrastructure development, i.e. road and rail link and
100 km of tunnel worth 18 million dollars. This infrastructure will connect Indian Ocean with South Asia.
He shared that the Government also intends to improve
trade relations with India. In 1996 India granted “Most
Favoured Nation” status to Pakistan in WTO, yet many
non-tariff barriers remain in place making it difficult to
have trade relations. In March 2012 Pakistan liberalised im-
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port regime by shifting from a positive list to a negative list.
This year the government removed further hurdles towards
normalization. If the diplomatic relations become conductive, the government would further work towards normalization. This would also require construction of infrastructure. In the first phase, land port authority will be created to
legislate and also reconstruct ports at Wagah, Torkhm and
Chaman. In the second phase Pakistan will open more to
India and later create infrastructure for Pakistan-Iran trade.
Pakistan and India are also working on building relations in “Trade and Services” as both are also a signatory to SAARC agreement on “Trade and Services”.
Afghanistan has become the third largest export destination for Pakistan. Government will be building 75km
dual carriage between Jalalabad and Torkham and simplifying the visa regime and transit trade between Afghanistan and Pakistan. Pakistan’s transit trade through
Afghanistan to Central Asia will also be worked upon
since it is a huge reservoir of untapped economic potential. During President Ashraf Ghani’s visit to Pakistan,
an understanding was reached between the two governments to open Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Tajikistan
transit trade which has been pending for years. Other regional initiatives by the GoP include data exchanges, automation of customs, port community infrastructure, information exchanges, linkages of other government agencies
for paper less permits, and regional single window.
Governance crisis means the ability of government officials to
implement the policy that has been devised. Implementation
is a ditch we fall into every time. Pakistani state has not evolved
to deliver due to political instability, asserted the Minister.
Dr Tariq Banuri, former Executive Director of SDPI and presently at the University of Utah, USA, was awarded SDPI’s
Lifetime Achievement Award. It was jointly awarded by Mr
Khurram Dastigir and Former Ambassador Mr Shafqat Kakakhel, Chairperson, Board of Governors, SDPI, Islamabad.
The following SDPI publications were launched and
presented to the speakers at the Closing Plenary:
1. SDC Anthology: ‘Creating Momentum: Today is
		Tomorrow’
2. SDPI’s Annual Report: 2013—2014
3. Pathways to Sustainable Development Amid “6F”
		 Crisis in Pakistan
4. Energy Vision 2025
5. Coal Fired Power Generation in Pakistan
6. Shale Oil and Gas: Lifeline for Pakistan
Mr Asif Memon introduced and formally launched Pakistan Data Portal which is SDPI and Alif Ailan’s joint venture that facilitates free information access. He shared that
it is work in progress and will continue to improve over
time. Pakistan Data Portal is housed at www.data.org.pk
The portal includes data sets produced and published by
various data producing organizations all over Pakistan. It
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also includes some international organizations. The data is split into organizations such as Pakistan Bureau of
Statistical Department, Academy for
Education Planning and Management
or provincial department of planning
and development, etc. Each organization has various data sets under
them. For example there are nine iterations of Pakistan Social Standards
Measurement Survey. Currently there
are 42 data sets and there are plans to
increase them exponentially to 100 or
even 300. He said they started with
the theme of education and plan to expand this to public
health, economics, nutrition, environment and other important areas. The data sets are made on a standard format and allow creation of Info-graphics. Later the portal
will also allow navigation and production of info-graphics as per user’s requirement. The portal provides detailed
description of trends and what it means for policy. Blogs
carrying news are also put up. It allows search of things relevant to the need such as region, indicators, or areas. He
shared that by April 2015, the number of education data
sets will reach 200. Incorporating heat maps and interactive application for mobile and laptops are also underway.
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Vote of Thanks: At the conclusion of the plenary, the vote
of thanks was presented by Ms Uzma T. Haroon, Director
SDC Unit, SDPI. She thanked the SDPI staff for their intense engagement and making the Conference a success.
This has become possible due to SDPI’s dedicated teamwork coordinated by the SDC Unit; and, months of planning with challenging deadlines, she said. Thanking the
SDC participants, she asserted, “Our annual SDC has become a standard feature for South Asia and South Asianists
everywhere.” She also acknowledged donors and partners
for supporting the Conference; and, the media for giving an
extensive coverage taking the debate to a wider audience.

“Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow”
Jointly published by SDPI and Sang-e-Meel, Lahore
“Creating Momentum: Today is Tomorrow” based on some
of the key papers presented at the SDC 2013 was launched
at the occasion of the Seventeenth Sustainable Development Conference on 9 December 2014.
This evidence-based anthology comprising of 16 thematic
chapters is unique because it has something to offer people from all walks of life. South Asian Policy Makers, especially those within Ministries of Trade and Commerce,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministries of Water, Power and
IT, will find the book useful as it addresses the interface
between economic and political agendas in building peace
through regional cooperation on water and energy problems of South Asia and bilaterally as a whole. It also extends the discussion to include challenges and instruments
that other dyads and regions have experienced and are
employing to build peace. Local Government Officials can
look at the more meso and micro realities that impact their
economies, especially in terms of basic services delivery to
citizens from Pakistan, India, Nepal and Bangladesh. For
Policy Practitioners in Pakistan, this book seeks to break
from the common rhetoric and focuses the debate on what
is possible economically and what is necessary politically to
move discussions forward about education and languages.
For University Researchers, this book provides a tool box
of examples that university lecturers on literature, gender

studies, religion and climate change can incorporate into
curriculum to broaden the scope of studies for students to
more than just what is covered by Euro and Amero centric
studies. Last but not least, South-based Students will gain a
sense of what realities exist across the South and what has/
has not worked for
various regions again, building capacity and directing
a sense of vision as
to what models are
working and which
ones need refinement.
A soft copy of the
book can be downloaded from http://
www.sdpi.org/
sdc/publications.
php?event_id=394
or please contact Mr
Ali Aamer at aliaamer@sdpi.org to purchase a copy.
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Group photo of SDPI staff at the conclusion of the SDC 2014, Islamabad
Excellence in Research
Awarded to Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja, Senior Adviser,
Chemicals, Hazardous Wastes/Sites and Sustainable Industrial Development, Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan by World Alliance
for Mercury Free Dentistry
(WAMFD), Washington, USA
and Asian Center for Environmental Health (ACEH), Dhaka,
Bangladesh. Dr Khwaja’s research, supported by his team, at
dental sites proved the dangers
of mercury amalgam use to the
health care employees of dental
clinics.
The research and advocacy work
was well supported by team
members including Ms Maryam
Abbasi, Ms Sadaf Nawaz, Ms
Fareeha Mehmood, Ms Sehrish
Jehangir (research) and Ms Sadia

Sharif (Advocacy). For air monitoring, 34 dental sites (including 17 dental teaching institutions) at Lahore, Rawalpindi, Abbottabad, Islamabad, and Peshawar were visited and for survey/dental curriculum/syllabus, 38 dental
teaching institutions in KPK, Punjab, Sindh and Federal
capital were contacted. The
award was given at the concluding session of South
and South East Asia Summit on 14 November 2014 at
Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Excellence in Research
Awarded to SDPI (From
left to right): Mr Charlie
Brown, President, WAMFD,
Ms Siddika Sultana (ACEH)
D. Mahmood A. Khwaja (SDPI) and Dr Shahriar
Hossain (ACEH)
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Seventeenth Sustainable Development Conference: Policy Recommendations
This section of the Bulletin gives details of the key policy
recommendations that came out of the 28 concurrent panels
and the three plenary sessions during the three-day Conference. Compiled by Mr Hamza Abbas from the rapporteurs’
reports, the policy prepositions have been presented thematically by Ms Uzma T. Haroon.
THE WAY FORWARD TO DEVELOPMENT
Opening Plenary: The Future of SDGs in South Asia in
the Context of Changed Political Leadership
•

•

Regional integration and enhanced trade is the key to
sustained economic growth and Pakistan can present
itself to its regional partners as a trade and energy corridor.
A multidimensional approach is required where we
simultaneously work on social and economic growth
keeping in view the environmental implications. These
targets can be met with eco-friendly innovations and
renewable energy sources.

Dinner Plenary: Pathways to Sustainable Development
• Pathways should be designed that have broad based
sharing of the benefits of economic growth so that a
large segment of the population is the ultimate beneficiary.
• New and clean technology should be developed on a
commercially viable scale.
• The focus should not only be sustainable development
but also shared and inclusive growth. When allocating
funds, the priority must be on development spending
and social safety net expenditures
• Pakistan and India should settle differences so that economic relations are not compromised.
Valedictory Session: Pathways to Inclusive and Sustainable Development: Making the Journey Possible
• Local government reforms must pave way for social accountability mechanisms which can be exercised by the
communities for demanding improved public service
delivery.
FOOD SECURITY
Food Security in Pakistan: Issues and Way forward
• Schools can be used as centres for nutrition and food security monitoring, evaluation, and knowledge spreading platforms.
• Steps should be taken to maintain ground water table
and measures should be taken for water purity.
• New dams are long overdue as there is water shortage
in Pakistan. Dams can solve, water, power and food
shortages.

Food Security: International Experience & Cooperation
• Pakistan needs to focus on launching small scale pilot
projects in rural areas targeting featured programmes
for small holder farmers in Islamabad and later on
these can be replicated in each province.
Integrated Phase Classification (IPC) and Food Security
Monitoring
•
•

Capacity building is key factor to enhancing food security in a region as the base of IPS is knowledge.
Farmers should be informed with pre-seasonal weather
forecasting such that they are better aware about which
crops to be planted and that will grow with maximum
outputs.

CLIMATE CHANGE, WATER MANAGEMENT AND
ENVIRONMENT
The Impact of Climate Change on Mangroves Ecosystem
in South Asia
In order to save the Mangroves Ecosystem in South Asia,
some of the policy recommendations are:
• Government and private sectors need to build capacity and expand opportunities to the locals for improved
and environmentally sustainable incomes.
• More reservoirs should be built across the Indus River
to get better regulation of river flow and allow environmental flow allocation downstream of Kotri Barrage.
Bringing Resilience to Climate Change in Semi-arid
Economies - Country Situation Assessment
• Adaptive responses require addressing vulnerabilities in key sectors specifically through water resource
management and environmental impact assessments,
as well as capacity building and preparedness to deal
with climate induced health risks. In this context, policies that are inclusive, that is, they are pro-poor and
gender sensitive, should be the keystone in decision
making as growth is no longer a win-win situation but
rather climate induced trade-off is healthy and often
produce synergies.
Water Management beyond Boundaries
• Better co-operation and understanding the problems
among the neighbouring countries should be encouraged and conflicts should be avoided. Collective efforts
should be made to manage complete database to improve the water management system.
Impact of Climate Change on Human Capital and Security
• Investment should be made in education for adaptation
and diversification as a livelihood strategy towards a
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•

•

solution in minimizing climate change impacts.
Pakistan needs to focus on sensitivity rather than vulnerability of local communities to climate risks, giving
priority to socio-economic development and different
target groups including small entrepreneurs, women,
and old people.
Climate change adaptation plan should involve relevant ministries at the same platform. For instance, the
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security, Ministry
of Health and the Ministry of Climate Change should
follow the same guidelines while implementing legislation.

Future Climatic Scenarios: Implications for Hotspot Regions
• The most vulnerable sectors like agriculture, water and
food security need special attention in policy making
with regard to change in climate. Instead of relying
on a single sector, we need to take a trans-sectoral approach focusing on entire value chains. Modern adaptation technologies need to be provided at the local level to the most marginal along with investment in skill
development.
• At the local level, advisory services are required to
guide the poor and illiterate farmers and small scale
workers. In addition to individual commitment, governance and political will needs to be revitalized to address the implications of climate change on local population.
Water and Food Security in South Asia in the Era of Climate Change
• Policy transformation would be required for integrating climate change adaptation into watershed management.
Use of Chemicals: Environmental Health Threats and
Challenges
• While the government of Pakistan is in the process of
ratification of Minamata Convention on Mercury and
to phase out mercury use in amalgam and other products, the introduction and promotion of Capsulated
Mercury (Hg) methodology and mechanical mixing for
the preparation of mercury amalgam is strongly recommended in order to lower the risk of mercury emission and indoor air contamination.
• Adaptation of best in-house environmental practices
(BEP) for waste reduction at source, such as improved
cross-ventilation, use of exhaust fans and environmentally sound mercury contaminated waste management,
can further reduce exposure risk.
• Non-mercury based alternatives for dental amalgam,
such as Resin Composites and Glass Ionomers, which
are effective both clinically and cost-wise need to be
promoted and incentivized.
SECURITY, GOVERNANCE AND GROWTH
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Policies, Regulation and Environmental Compliance in
Textile Industries in South Asia
• To enhance the importance of reduction in water pollution from liquid effluent discharged by the firms in
the textile industry, tripartite collaboration (Ministry of
Textile, Textile Associations and EPA) in policy formulation is required particularly in Pakistan.
• Occupational hazards need special attention.
Towards Inclusive and Sustainable Growth Reforms
• The policies of a country must respond to the issues of
that country rather than responding to the donor driven agendas.
Governance, Security and Justice in South Asia
• There should be specific laws, rules and regulations
to regulate radio stations on how they should express
local issues regarding culture and society and fill the
information gap due to the absence of media instead of
working as propaganda a machine.
Case Studies in Sustainable Development Technologies
and Practices
• Companies should get into the process of joint venture
for knowledge sharing and making effective policies
for corporate social responsibility.
Developing Partnerships for Sustainable Development
in a Changing South Asia
• New social and political contracts are necessary for
improvement in global partnerships. There is a need
for in-depth analysis of green economy and issues of
environment for sustainable development. Democracy
should be carefully treated. New development model
should be designed for South Asian countries like Pakistan.
Competition Policy and Sustainable Development
• The only way to get “competitive outcomes” in markets where there are natural monopolies and competition is to place effective regulations. Such regulations
should be clearly defined as an integral component of
competition policy.
Materializing SDGs: Challenges and Opportunities
• SDG goal 17 i.e., strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize global partnership for sustainable
development, will be central to the administration of
peace and the setting up of systems that foster economic cooperation.
Planning in the 21st Century
• Future of planning of the country needs to be demand
driven, focusing on the implementation of ideas that
are acquired through interaction with the relevant
stakeholders.
• Fiscal federation is very important for planning. Apart
from the central government body, other entities of the
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government need to be taken into confidence.
Every institution is formed on a good vision of growth
and development but it is the implementation of these
visions that shape the outcome.
• Instead of the size of the government, what is more important for policy consideration is the effectiveness of
the government.
• Planning needs to be more inclusive and people-centred and must focus on social and human development
along with economic development.
REGIONAL STABILITY AND CONNECTIVITY
•

Role of Afghanistan in Regional Stability
• Pakistan and Afghanistan join hands, they can connect
South and Central Asia and that will open up several
other avenues of cooperation.
• There is a need to steer towards a more regional Asia
centric approach. Future of Asia should be determined
by the Asians. Solutions to challenges have to be organic. This is the time to adopt a regional approach, rely
on regional mechanisms for the problems not only for
peace and stability of Afghanistan but also for peace
and stability for the region. A joint trilateral economic
taskforce can be set up to promote the Central Asian
Economic belt.
Regional Economic Cooperation and Connectivity in
South Asia
• Track-II dialogues should take place between the law
enforcement agencies to combat the common enemy of
terrorism.
• The kicking off point towards regional cooperation is
to develop a transportation and energy infrastructure
without which all projects cannot be economically viable.
Post conflict Reconstruction of Livelihoods in Conflict Affected Countries of South Asia
• The design of the interventions should respond to
needs and opportunities of conflict affected communities.
RIGHTS, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
Future of Religious Minorities in South Asia
• Training, legal counselling, creating awareness among
the media, political representatives, law and enforcement agencies should be organised for developing a
strengthened framework for securing the lives of religious minorities.
• Active participation of different players of the society
like NGOs, INGOs, volunteers and civil organizations
is essential for coordination and advocacy purpose to
protect and ensure the rights of minorities.
• Immediate legislative reforms should be taken by the
Government and laws of blasphemy and death penalty
be revised.
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Data Revolution: Bringing Data and Evidence to bear
upon Pakistan’s Education Policy Making
• A census must be conducted regularly of school going children; school dropouts need to be tracked and
official statistics on private schools in the country be
drawn out to bring about informed policy changes.
• Data must be incorporated into education policymaking so that informed decisions can be made regarding
future investments in the sector.
Women in the peace process—Determining Direction
• Women should have the right to advocacy and should
be given part in decision making and be part of negotiation process.
• Education and policy reforms is a two-fold solution towards implementing the Security Council Resolution.
Role of Social Sciences in Sustainable Development –
South Asian Perspective
• There is a need to build a bridge among government
bodies and social science societies.
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