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Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) held its 
Twenty-first Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) 
and the Eleventh South Asia Economic Summit (SAES 

XI), from 4 – 7 December 2018 in Islamabad, Pakistan. The 
overarching theme of this year’s conference was “Corridors of 
Knowledge for Peace and Development”.

The Twenty-first SDC and Eleventh SAES discussed not 
only the economic corridor, but also other corridors of con-
nectivity and knowledge and how they could steer the region 
towards peace and development. 

The 40 sessions at the mega event discussed that while a 
few regional organizations and processes may have stalled, the 
road to development must go on. This growing trend should 
not be allowed to impact research and development efforts 
and learning from each other’s best practices. In fact, new col-
laborative partnerships need to be established on knowledge 
sharing and building bridges, while simultaneously strength-
ening the old ones.

The mega event offered a number of sub-themes. From 
poverty, hunger, health, quality education, women’s access to 
justice, and minority rights, to smog, renewable energy, cli-
mate change and environment, knowledge and transport cor-
ridors – the Conference organized dedicated sessions on key 
issues such as those which also form part of the SDGs; and, 
many more overlapping sub-themes relevant to Pakistan and 
other countries. The SAES particularly focused on the follow-
ing sub-themes: business-to-business and people-to-people 

connectivity, creating and strengthening trade and investment 
value chains, regional trade in services, cooperation in energy 
and water sectors, and strengthening dialogue mechanisms to 
tackle the impact of climate change in the region.

SDC Plenary Sessions: Six plenary sessions were organ-
ised: opening plenary of SAES XI took place on 4 December 
2018; opening plenary of SDC on 5 December 2018; a com-
bined closing plenary evening of 7 December 2018; along with 
three dinner plenary sessions including one on Journalism 
Awards Plenary.

Key Highlights of the SDC and SAES: 
A total of 261 delegates attended the mega event from 20 

countries, including Afghanistan, Australia, Brazil (via Skype), 
Brussels, Canada, China, Germany, Kenya, Maldives, France, 
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, Paki-
stan, Philippines, UK and USA. While 204 delegates came from 
within the country, the remaining 57 represented the rest of 
the countries listed. An audience of over 4,000 attended the 
four days of Conference. 

Key ministers and dignitaries representing the Govern-
ment of Pakistan, political leaders from the Opposition, re-
searchers, practitioners and scholars, diplomats, members 
of the civil society, donors and partners, and representatives 
from various walks of life graced the mega event  was held at 
the Margalla Hotel, Islamabad. This special bulletin gives de-
tails of the discussions held during those four days.

21st Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) &
11th South Asia Economic Summit (SAES XI)

SDPI’s Twenty-first Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) 
and the Eleventh South Asia Economic Summit (SAES) were sup-
ported by the following donors and partners listed below:
Sustainable Development Conference partners:
1. The World Bank
2. Embassy of the People’s Republic of China
3. Delegation of the European Union to Pakistan
4. UN Women
5. GIZ LoGo - Pakistan
6. Heinrich Böll Stiftung (hbs), Pakistan
7. Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES), Pakistan
8. Asian Development Bank (ADB), Pakistan
9. Zalmi Foundation
10. Centre of Excellence for China-Pakistan Economic Corri-

dor (CoE-CPEC)
11. United Nations Economic and Social Commission for 

Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP)
12. World Food Programme (WFP), Pakistan
13. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO)
14. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
15. Overseas Development Institute (ODI), UK
16. Nestlé Pakistan

17. The Rural Support Programmes Network (RSPN)
18. World Trade Organization
19. Palladium
20. International Development Research Center (Pathways 

to Resilience in Semi-Arid Economies  - PRISE)
21. SAARC Chamber of Commerce
22. Center for International Private Enterprise (CIPE)
23. The Asia Foundation (TAF)
24. Central Asia Regional Economic Cooperation Program 

(CAREC)
25. Independent Power Production Association (IPPA)
26. Commission on Science and Technology for Sustainable 

Development in the South (COMSATS), Pakistan
27. Hashoo Foundation
28. The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA)
South Asia Economic Summit’s partners:
1. Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Pakistan 
2. Centre for Policy Dialogue, Bangladesh 
3. Research and Information Systems for Developing Coun-

tries, India
4. South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment, 

Nepal 
5. Institute of Policy Studies, Sri Lanka

ACknowlEDgEmEntS
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Chief Guest:	 Mr	Asad	Umar,	Minister	for	Finance,	Revenue,	and	Economic	Affairs,	Pakistan
Welcome Address:	 Mr	Shafqat	Kakakhel,	Former	Ambassador;	Chairperson,	Board	of	Governors,	SDPI	Islamabad
Introductory Remarks:	 Dr	Abid	Qaiyum	Suleri,	Executive	Director,	SDPI,	Islamabad
Keynote Speaker:	 Dr	Shamshad	Akhtar,	Former	Caretaker	Minister	for	Finance,	Pakistan
Plenary Speakers:	 Dr	Nagesh	Kumar,	Head,	South	and	South-West	Asia	Office,	UNESCAP,	New	Delhi,	India
		 Dr	Ratnakar	Adhikari,	Executive	Director,	Enhanced	Integrated	Framework	Secretariat,	World	Trade	
		 Organization	(WTO),	Switzerland
Planery Organizers:	 Mr	Ahad	Nazir	and	Mr	Talal	Akhtar,	SDPI,	Islamabad,	Pakistan

By ZAInAB nAeem

Mr Shafqat Kakahel welcomed the participants and 
dignitaries of the 11th South Asia Economic Summit 
(SAES) and said that South Asia has indeed contribut-

ed to the emergence of this region as a new global economic 
power house. He proposed that the realization of optimal lev-
el of sustainable development in the region can be enhanced 
by economic integration because there is a growing consen-
sus among stakeholders in South Asia to achieve sustainable 
development and alleviate poverty. He also highlighted that 
international forums such as United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission, United Nations Development Program, 
World Bank and Asian Development Bank have made vital 
contributions to articulate elements of South Asian economic 
integration to produce evidence-based studies to identify op-
portunities and challenges. 

About South Asia Economic Summit (SAES) activities, he 
said SAES is led by a group of five eminent think tanks who have 
been hosting this annual event one by one since 2008 in one 
of the SAARC countries. The co-organizers include the South 

Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE), 
Nepal; Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh; Research 
and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), India; 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Pakistan; 
and Institute of Policy Studies of Sri Lanka (IPS), Sri Lanka. 
The business community across South Asia also remains an 
important partner in this meeting. Most notably SAARC Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industries and South Asia Centre for Pol-
icy Studies (SACEPS) have been knowledge partners in this ef-
fort and this year SDPI is hosting 11th SAES to propose policy 
solutions. He suggested that South Asian stakeholders should 
promote harmony among them through initiatives like SAARC 
and Economic Cooporation Organization. 

Dr Abid Suleri highlighted the commitments made since 
2008 and how policy think tanks continued their struggle and 
efforts to fulfil those commitments. He said that many coun-
tries within and outside the region have experienced success-
ful democratic transitions, which is a ray of hope for economic 
and social integration. In this modern era, he said, when pop-
ulist narrative in the form of Trump and Brexit is changing the 
international dynamics, regional connectivity becomes a dif-

ficult task. However, signs of hope 
amidst deprivation are still there 
such as Pakistan-India’s initiative 
of Kartarpur, China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) and sim-
ilarly, Chabahar and Gwadar can 
supplement each other in near fu-
ture. Hence, a new South Asia and 
beyond is a celebration of diver-
sity and unleashing of pluralistic 
democracy. He also acknowledged 
the support of interior ministries 
in both Pakistan and India for co-
ordinating this summit. He quoted 
Prime Minister Imran Khan as say-
ing that “If France and Germany 
after fighting the war for decades 
could be friends, then what stops 
Pakistan and India from being the 
good friends.’’

Asad Umer said that peace 
should be an integral part of South 

South Asia Economic Summit 

Re-imagining Connectivity in South Asia and Beyond

Inaugural Plenary
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Asia. The world is facing challenges as we see in the Middle 
Eastern countries, he said, adding that no political system is 
there to restore peace. As far as South Asia is concerned, he 
said, economic growth drivers in India and Pakistan can help 
promote intra-regional trade which can further help eradicate 
poverty. Political space is required to develop and promote ini-
tiatives like South Asia energy grids. Moreover, initiatives like 
Kartarpur are an example that Pakistani leadership is ready 
to promote regional integration. However, the response from 
Indian side has always been unfortunate. He suggested out of 
the box thinking and political space to realize where there is a 
stalemate and how we can overcome the deadlock.  

Dr Shamshad Akhtar highlighted the phenomenal amount 
of technical work that was conducted by the organization to 
make regions like ASEAN and South Asia progressive. She also ac-
knowledged SDPI’s efforts for regional connectivity and said that 
regional connectivity will not be possible without market inte-
gration. Global governance recognizes the virtues of regional alli-
ances and cooperation which has potential to fix the global order, 
and people-to-people contacts spur creativity across corridors. 
Moreover, she said, Agenda 2030 has potential for regional coop-
eration, so SDGs have power to implement transboundary goals. 
She said regional connectivity is also gaining momentum which 
is being shifted further by China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
Also, economies should be working internationally for comple-
mentary reforms while at regional level, they should improve 
their business ranking by expanding businesses and get easy ac-
cess to utilities. BRI has potential to generate momentum to en-
hance regional economic partnership by eradicating barriers like 
customs’ duties to promote free trade. Pakistan has signed many 
international agreements and she should be at forefront to play 
role in regional connectivity. In the end, she proposed that we 
need to support capacity building across the region and monitor 
cross border services otherwise; peace and development nexus 
will be difficult to entangle. 

Dr Nagesh Kumar said by adopting Agenda 2030, South 
Asian region can be connected and no one will be left behind 

because already South Asia is a fastest growing region in the 
world based on economic growth drivers. However, there is a 
need to bridge the development gaps between countries with-
in the region for connectivity. Already, there is a huge problem 
of poverty in South Asia as 36% people are poor and 50% suf-
fer from malnutrition, so in this context, we lag behind the de-
veloped world and need to ensure labour force participation in 
development works. It is also a concern as 50% of workforce 
is not being utilized productively for economic development. 
Moreover, issues like clean drinking water, environmental deg-
radation, devastating impact of climate change, etc. are there 
but this does not mean that we lack opportunities to resolve 
them. To address such challenges, he said, a fresh approach 
is required because world is at stake and it cannot achieve 
sustainable development if South Asia fails to deliver. By fo-
cusing on some policy priority areas, he said, South Asia can 
achieve sustainable development efficiently, such as creating 
jobs, providing basic facilities and then giving accessibility to 
these resources. Also, this region is going through democratic 
transition of youth bulge. So, by providing financial inclusion, 
addressing food security, ensuring gender equality and initiat-
ing low carbon economies, South Asian region has potential to 
get integrated and become the most productive in the world. 
Through such measures, social protection can be promoted.

Dr Ratnakar Adhikari said that 4th industrial revolu-
tion is based on physical, biological and technological states. 
Also the technologies like artificial intelligence, blockchain 
facilitates trade potential and drones which provide support 
for logistics, are powering the industrial revolution. In order 
to enter and process the data, he said, countries are provid-
ing development and employment opportunities to underde-
veloped countries. He said it is important to understand the 
framework of analysis in the context of accessibility, afford-
ability and applicability. “Accessibility is about the access 
and infrastructure in the form of electricity and fiber optics. 
While affordability is about investment, that how much can be 
invested by individuals and enterprises whereas, applicabil-
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ity dictates the skills required to implement and impose the 
strategies.” However, due to lack of trust in the system, people 
are unable to utilize and exploit their skills. Moreover, there 
are many issues and drawbacks within the system such as the 
fiscal issues that countries adopt are not promoting regional 

economic activities. Therefore, partnership is required at mul-
tilateral level to achieve SDGs that can help eradicate poverty. 
He further said that a lot needs to be done for research sector 
in the region which can benefit South Asia. So far, there is a 
need to understand the level of preparedness, identification of 
gaps in policies, regulations and research agenda, which can 
enhance regional trade and connectivity. 

In the end, following publications were launched. 
1. SDC Anthology: “Seventy Years of Development: The Way 

Forward”
2. SDPI’s Journal of Development Policy, Research & Prac-

tice, Volume 2 (2018)
3. SDPI’s Annual Report 2018
4. Proceedings of the Tenth South Asia Economic Summit 

(SAES), “South Asian Cooperation: Issues Old and New”
5.  “A Glass Half Full, The Promise of Regional Trade in South 

Asia” (World Bank Group) 
6. “The Reform Agenda” by Dr Hafiz A. Pasha
7. “Pakistan: Building the Economy of Tomorrow” by Dr Va-

qar Ahmed (SDPI) and Mr Abdul Qadir (FES) n

OPenInG PlenARy 

Sustainable Development Conference

Corridors of knowledge for Peace & Development
Welcome Address:	 Mr	Shafqat	Kakakhel,	Former	Ambassador	and	Chairperson,	Board	of	Governors,	SDPI	
Introduction to SDC:	 Dr	Abid	Qaiyum	Suleri,	Executive	Director,	SDPI	
Chief Guest:	 Mr	Sartaj	Aziz,	Former	Finance	Minister	
Guest of Honour:	 Mr	Haroon	Sharif,	Chairman,	Board	of	Investment,	Pakistan
Planery Organizer:	 Mr	Taimoor	Hassan,	SDPI,	Islamabad

By nAGeen SOHAIl

Mr Shafqat Kakakhel welcomed the dignitaries, par-
ticipants and partners of twenty first Sustainable 
Development Conference (SDC) and 11th South Asia 

Economic Summit (SAES) and appreciated their substantial 
support in conjunction with the objectives of these two events. 

Highlighting the role of SDPI in conducting evidence-based 
research, policy advocacy and capacity building, he said that 
SDPI has recognized itself as an indepen-
dent think tank by providing services in 
policy formulation and policy analysis. 
SDPI, he said, is bridging the gap among 
South Asian countries by initiating and 
participating in bilateral and multilateral 
dialogues. 

Sustainable Development Conference, 
Mr Kakakhel said, aims to invite civil so-
ciety, human rights organizations, parlia-
mentarians, academia, and public and pri-
vate sector to exchange views upon critical 
hurdles in the way of peace, justice and 
sustainable human development in com-
pliance to Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). He said 
that 80% of the world population, including 124 million Inter-
nally Displaced Persons (IDPs) and refugees, has been convict-
ed to extreme poverty due to warfare. South Asian countries 
can collaborate with each other to achieve sustainable devel-
opment targets together, he added. 

Recalling the outcome of 8th SAES organized in Pakistan, 
he suggested that the role of South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC) should be strengthened and en-
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hanced to articulate its objectives to the international com-
munity. While talking about global peace and conflict issues, 
Mr Kakakhel said that neo-fascism, insurgencies, internal con-
flicts in Middle East, fundamentalism, natural and man-made 
disasters, climate change, injustice and inequality for minori-
ties and global population, which has been pushed under ex-
treme poverty requires cross regional contributions by all the 
participants to avert collateral damage to humanity. 

Elaborating the theme of Sustainable Development Con-
ference (SDC), “Corridors of Knowledge for Peace and De-
velopment”, Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri said that SDC provides 
unique opportunity to the participant countries to share their 
intelligence and knowledge with the developed countries. It 
also helps explore historic connections, social ties, and social 
norms through connectivity plans like Belt Road Initiative 
(BRI) to carter for Inter-Asia trust deficit and adverse rela-
tions in the region. Technology has played an important role in 
bringing people closer by energy connectivity, infrastructure, 
education and other shared platforms for mutual benefits of 
the countries, he added. 

While providing the review of eleventh SAES, Dr Suleri 
said that participating think tanks have decided to continue 
Track 1.5 and Track 2 diplomacy to incorporate and promote 
regional corridors to evade regional narcissism in South Asia. 
Talking about relations between India and Pakistan, he said 
that participation of delegates from India shows that potential 
of Track 2 diplomacy in removing confidence discrepancy be-
tween two countries is there.

Mr Haroon Sharif stressed the need to set up boards of 
investment in Knowledge Centers for Building Corridors for 
South Asia, Central Asia, and Russia. 

About diversity in the financial architecture pecuniary in-
stitutions, he said it is a strategic transition in geopolitical and 
economic lens of south Asia. “This diversity has been observed 
worldwide as investors want to invest in youth bulge inde-

pendent of volatilization of markets.” Stakeholders are con-
cerned to resolve regional conflicts deploying non-traditional 
means of diplomacy aided by technology to sustain markets, 
he added. He suggested promoting regional interventions and 
corridors of connectivity to carter to global issues like climate 
change. 

While talking about shift in global superpowers and eco-
nomic geography, Mr Sharif said that the existing multilateral 
systems are struggling with the pace of universal transforma-
tion indicating the need to establish new corridors for peace 
and development. He quoted the example of Central Asia, 
which is landlocked and requires port to enhance its trade re-
lations. He urged the South Asian countries to take strategic 
measures to leverage its potential for sustainable develop-
ment at cross regional level. 

 Mr Sharif suggested economists and investors in Pakistan 
to increase their investments in GDP from 15% to 25% to har-
ness managerial, economic and development knowledge in 
the country. He further said that 90% of our economic growth 
is consumption-led, which can evade the cycle of fiscal crisis 
by sustainable export earnings. He acclaimed the role of Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) which has opened new 
avenues of industrial growth in Pakistan. He said there should 
be zero tolerance for corruption and transparency to promote 
better governance in the country. He advised the policy mak-
ers to look at the tangible outcomes and transitions of the mo-
mentum of institutional changes. 

Dr Amitab Kundu focused his presentation on coopera-
tion, capacity building and monitoring for Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) in South Asia. Referring to premature 
deindustrialization in Asia, he said the share of manufacturing 
in Asia has declined by 24% in the last five years creating huge 
impact on middle class economies.  The share of Asia in the 
world’s middle-class market will increase from 12% to 56% 
in the coming years. He said that South Asia has 5-6% growth 
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Chair:	 Senator	Mushahid	Hussain	Syed,	Pakistan	Muslim	League-Nawaz,	Pakistan
Speakers:	 Dr	Caroline	Freund,	Director,	Microeconomics,	Trade	&	Investment,	World	Bank,	US
	 Mr	Zhao	Lijian,	Deputy	Chief	of	Mission,	Embassy	of	People’s	Republic	of	China,	Islamabad
	 Mr	Nazir	Kabiri,	Senior	Advisor	to	Finance	Minister,	Afghanistan
	 Dr	Shazia	Ghani,	Team	Lead,	Prime	Minister’s	Performance	Delivery	Unit,	Islamabad
	 Mr	Shakeel	Ramay,	Zalmi	Foundation,	Islamabad
Special Remarks:	 Mr	Hassan	Daud,	Project	Director,	CPEC,	Planning	Commission,	Islamabad
Panel Organizers:	 Mr	Talal	Akhter	&	Aswah	Munib,	SDPI,	ISlamabad

By AyeSHA meHtAB

Mr Hassan Daud said China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) is a long-term development project which aims 
to bring about progress and prosperity in the region. It 

is a gateway of prosperity to make world a better place for our 
future generation, he said, adding that it would not only bring 
peace and prosperity but also reduce inequality. Being a project 
director, he said, “I feel proud that 28 projects are in the pipeline. 
Optical fiber phase-1 has been completed.” He said regional con-

Regional and trans-Regional Integration

rate which despite projected decline in the next three decades, 
will continue to rise. He said that the share of Asia captured 
55% of the total investments from the world. 

While referring to challenges of environmental degrada-
tion and climate change, Dr Kundu suggested to the economic 
leaders to identify their common but differentiated responsi-
bilities to compensate damage to the nature.  He enlisted the 
challenges of deficits in meeting SDGs due to inequality and 
emphasized to take the impact of social inequality, gender in-
equality, income inequality, inequality in the growth rate, hu-
man development index, scope of renewable energy, lack of fi-
nancial capabilities and technology to account per capita total 
carbon emissions in South Asia. 

Dr. Kundu, referring to the outcomes of United Nations Con-
ference on South-South Cooperation 2009, said the essence of 
South-south cooperation in the world is based upon solidarity, 
self-reliance, sovereignty, non-conditionality, non-interference 
in domestic affairs, mutual benefits and national ownership.  
He said that Southern countries and Non-South Investments 
are designing the structure of cooperation to align social and 
political objectives of the regions. He suggested to policy mak-
ers to demonstrate considerable openness and flexibility while 
designing “Development Agenda for South Asia” in the future. 
He suggested that a framework on benefit cost analysis, im-
pact assessment and all partner analysis should be designed to 
understand where to invest in the regional market. 

He concluded that trade, aid and investments are con-

strained by socio-economic conditions in the country as coun-
tries at similar socio-economic level of development pose less-
er changes of conflict. He also suggested developing countries 
to synchronize their external and domestic policies to promote 
regional cooperation in South Asia.  

Mr Sartaj Aziz said that CPEC is a corridor that provides 
power, connectivity, trust, knowledge, and information for 
strengthening bilateral relations.

Talking about the recent technological advancement and 
scope of knowledge sharing, he said that total growth of Infor-
mation Technology in China is 60%. Knowledge sharing in bi-
lateral relations between China and Pakistan can help achieve 
similar goals in the future. Merger of artificial intelligence and 
information technology with legal and bank services and in-
clusion with biotechnology has revolutionized cognitive be-
haviours of human race. In the last few years, growth rate in 
Pakistan has increased from 3% to 5.8% due to CPEC in Paki-
stan. He said that CPEC is the win-win situation if its projects 
are implemented with harmony. CPEC has created jobs in in-
dustrial sector of Pakistan. 

He said issues related to water scarcity, food security, 
agriculture growth, inflation, water conservation & man-
agement, and sustainable utilization of water must be con-
sidered to design way forward for this issue. He also called 
for promoting renewable energy resources by reducing cost 
of energy generation and transmission. He concluded his 
remarks by suggesting reducing the cost of production in 
the industrial zones of South Asia by structuring a regional 
investment fund. 

Launch of Publications
At the end of the opening plenary, following publications were 
launched. 
1. SDC Anthology: ‘Seventy Years of Development: The 

Way Forward’
2. Journal of Development Policy, Research & Practice, Vol-

ume 2 
3. Annual Report 2018 
4. Pakistan: Building the Economy of Tomorrow by Dr Va-

qar Ahmed & Abdul Qadir n
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nectivity and trade promotion will boost our economy and social 
sector development is also important. “We are talking with Chi-
nese government on clean drinking water project, technology 
transfer, jobs creation and many others.” He said Gwadar, due 
to its geographical location, is a main source of connectivity, 
which holds the key to CPEC. He further said in order to put 
the country on the track of sustainable development, Gwadar 
is the main framework. “CPEC is a primary platform and a cor-
ridor with many doors through which we can work together 
to achieve our targeted goals. It has made Pakistan a confident 
country to achieve the development goals.”

He also appreciated SDPI for bringing experts and scholars 
from different regions at one platform to discuss the issues re-
lating to sustainable development.

Dr Caroline Freund stressed the need to improve infra-
structure for trade activities. Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is 
connecting land and sea, she said, adding that six main corri-
dors and 71 economies are linking up. “It’s good to coordinate 
and promote trade. Coordination is important for country’s 
economy as for as big projects are concerned. There are many 
opportunities to improve trade investment but there are also 
some challenges and concerns about environment.” Most of 
the trade within the ambit of BRI is increasing. There are lot of 
variations in the connectivity of the region. In 2013, we gath-
ered data and calculated supply and demand in the economy. 
Infrastructure is important for improving trade and invest-
ment. For this, trade facilitation, complimentary policies are 
extremely important. This will strengthen global value chains. 
FDI is likely to come in. Overall, the debt in BRI countries is 
very small. But when we look at developing countries, the sit-
uation is at risk and the issue is very complex to resolve. She 
said we must focus on reducing tariffs for the improvement of 
trade especially in south Asia. Risks need to be managed in the 
backdrop of social and climatic concerns.

Dr Shazia said after the fall of communism, regionalism 
renewed. After the entry of China into World Trade Organi-
zation, she said, China has made marvelous progress. In such 
an environment, certain initiatives have been taken. “North-
south corridor is 72,000 km long with three initiatives in 
South Asia and Southeast Asia. A domestic policy framework 

is needed not only for Pakistan but also for other countries as 
well. Bigger macro-economic issues are budget deficits, low 
tax collection and unemployment. Domestic frameworks are 
important to absorb shocks. BRI completed in five years and a 
lot more is yet to come. New institutions were created through 
BRI. Trade dispute settlement is also important. New kind of 
arrangement is needed at the regional level to absorb shocks. 
BRI with trade, and financial connectivity would not be prom-
ising.” She said policy makers and government should focus 
on how they can make their own policy measures to overcome 
these challenges.

Mr Nazir said that it is challenging to represent Afghan-
istan in terms of economic development. He said: “I am not 
going to share any optimism with you. Afghanistan is a young-
er member of SAARC family and possesses a lot of potential. 
Dynamics of Pakistan and Afghanistan is complicated. Af-
ghanistan is located in the centre of central and south Asia. 
Two of the corridors are passing from Afghanistan, which is 
a pathway for India and Pakistan. Peace between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan is required for connectivity.” He said a number 
of initiatives have been taken by the Afghan government for 
peace and sustainability, but unfortunately, this region is grap-
pled with terrorism. He said Pakistan and Afghanistan trade 
and transit agreement is first priority without which mega 
projects cannot be materialized. China is not South Asia, but it 
is a dominator, he added. He said Afghanistan is now focusing 
more on economy and connectivity with the hope to gain his-
torical position. He said redressal of the issue of terrorism is a 
must to restore ‘peace’ to the war-torn country. 

Mr Zhao Lijian said that when you look at different re-
gions in Asia, for example China and Pakistan, we found them 
in good relationship. He said China and Pakistan have 20 
flights weekly whereas China and South Korea have 1,000 to 
1,400 flights every week. Almost 22,000 Pakistani students 
go to China every year for education whereas 67,000 students 
from South Korea come to China every year for studies. Sim-
ilarly, we can also compare trade, which  shows huge differ-
ence. He said Pakistan is facing a lot of challenges, that’s why 
it lags behind Southeast Asia. CPEC aims to resolve energy and 
infrastructural problems in Pakistan and will offer 75,000 jobs 
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for Pakistani youth. Our relationship is growing very fast. For 
the last couple of years, China is the largest trading partner of 
Pakistan. Four points, which he discussed were:
1) Industrialization:  in past, Pakistan has laid solid foun-

dation for economic development and now it is time for 
industrial development. For the establishment of Small 
Economic Zones (SEZs), we are working with the min-
istry of planning, development and reform in Pakistan. 
Last year, turnover was $90 million. SEZs are not only 
for Pakistan and China, but also for everyone. It’s time 
for western companies to invest in Pakistan.

2) Infrastructure Improvement: China would like to help 
Pakistan to improve the latter’s infrastructure. In Kara-
chi, a lot of projects are going on, especially motorway 
for infrastructure and to upgrade transmission lines. He 
said 80 % Chinese use prepaid cards for electricity. It 
has affectively resolved the energy issues through smart 
process. Least developed regions should give more focus 
on it.

3) People-to-people products: Economic aid from Chinese 
government is increasing to improve people’s livelihood.

4) Extension of CEPEC: China is trying to extend CPEC to 
Afghanistan, Iran and other parts of the region so that 
everyone might get benefit of it.

Mushahid Hussian Syed said cricket is one of the important 

contacts between Pakistan and Afghanistan. He quoted Dr Car-
oline as saying that BRI is the biggest initiative and potential 
for infrastructure in Pakistan. $1 trillion is being spent year-
ly, and in five years you will see that five trillion dollars will 
be spent on infrastructure, he said, adding: “I would say that 
contrasting visions are the way forward for Asia.” He focused 
on 3Cs, i.e. Corridors, Culture and Connectivity. According to 
Brown University and think tanks, $6 trillion dollars has been 
spent by US on wars in Pakistan, Iraq, Syria or Libya since 9/11 
which resulted in killing of 500,000 people (obviously Mus-
lims). All these countries have lost many opportunities in this 
way and similarly the opportunity which is emerging through 
corridors in Asia. He said there is a global shift of political and 
economic power from west to the east.

He said: “I agree with Mr Nazir that Afghanistan should 
have a right to trade by land with India through Pakistan. 
There is a need to open up in terms of equality and reciprocity. 
The United States is building new walls for peace, but biggest 
challenge for US in Asia is cold war mindset. He said Asia can-
not afford a new cold war. There are new openings like TAPI, 
while Shanghai Cooperation Organization is there and remem-
ber that all these initiatives have been taken. In this time of 
opening up, he said, people have to play a role. The govern-
ments must play a role to reduce the impact of cold war. Time 
has come to build a better tomorrow, he concluded. n

Regional Cooperation for Achieving SDgs in South Asia
Chair:	 Mr	Riaz	Fatiana,	Convener,	National	Parliamentary	Taskforce	on	SDGs,	Pakistan
Speakers:	 Dr	Abid	Suleri,	Executive	Director,	Sustainable	Development	Policy	Institute,	Islamabad
	 Ms	Kanwal	Shauzab,	Parliamentary	Secretary	for	Ministry	of	Planning,	Development	and	Reform,	Islamabad
	 Dr	Shahid	Naeem,	Deputy	Chief,	Planning	Commission,	Government	of	Pakistan
	 Dr	Posh	Raj	Pandey,	Chairman,	South	Asia	Watch	on	Trade	Economics	and	Environment	(SAWTEE),	Nepal
	 Dr	Dushni	Weerakon,	Institute	of	Policy	Studies,	Srilanka
	 Mr	Hemanta	Kharel,	President	of	Nepal	Council	of	Affairs,	Nepal
moderators:	 Dr	Nagesh	Kumar,	Head,	UNESCAP	South	and	South-West	Asia	Office,	New	Delhi
Panel Organisors:	 Mr	Moazzam	Bhatti	and	Maryam	Shabbir,	SDPI,	Islamabad
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By ArSAlAn AhmeD rAjA, USmAn AlI, &  
SAAmIA BAtOOl 

Dr Nagesh Kumar said that SDGs agenda is linked to 
people, so it is important for elected representatives 
to bridge the development gaps. Highlighting the fact 

that all the SDGs are interrelated like poverty is linked to job 
creation, he said the idea of focusing on seven priority areas 
which include environmental sustainability, jobs creation 
through sustainable industrialization and provision of es-
sential basic sanitation services. The key areas also include 
redressal of hunger and food security through different pro-
grammes as well as harnessing new tools like women empow-
erment impact bonds coupled with ICT to bring sustainable 
development. He said that it is very important to focus on key 
indicators to achieve SDGs.

Dr Posh Raj Pandey deliberated upon as to how a better 
plan of implementation can help create a bigger impact and 
better achievement of SDGs. He also discussed as to how the 
national development plan and budget should be aligned with 
SDGs to prepare a better implementation plan while giving an 
insight about current process in Nepal. He raised two thought 
provoking questions that can help in designing a better imple-
mentation plan for governments which includes how we can 
involve constitutional bodies in process and how the process 
can be made inclusive for vulnerable and marginalized com-
munities.                               

He stressed the need for local governments in the politi-
cal system which, he said, can play a very important role in 
implementing SDGs. The benefits of sustainable development 
programmes can only reach out to public at grass roots level 
if the local overnments have the political will and capacity to 
ensure implementation of SDGs.

Dr Dushni Weerakon highlighted how Sri Lanka has made 
major progress by taking SDGs seriously and highlighted dif-
ferent legislations passed in the country. Highlighting the role 
of different bodies formed to implement SDGs in Sri Lanka, 

she said that the two major problems SDGs face in their im-
plementation phase is the data gap and lack of public spend-
ing on SDGs in government budget. The data gap means how 
the central data agency of the country is unable to capture the 
data on wide range of targets and indicators of SDGs. The sec-
ond major problem is how the governments often don’t take 
the measures that are required in actual to implement and 
monitor SDGs effectively. The budget allocated and spent on 
SDGs is very low and SDGs failed to get priority on the govern-
ment agenda. These data and budget gaps lead to the problem 
of measuring progress of implementation on SDGs accurately. 
She added that a bottom-up participatory approach can prove 
helpful to solve the problem.

Mr Hemanta Kharel said how SDGs are important in bring-
ing about change and development and how poverty and hun-
ger are key challenges for developing countries. There are too 
many goals and targets with weak monitoring systems which 
require the attention of South Asian governments. He said that 
often planning phase mentions a lot of things regarding the 
goals but it is important that policy interventions are designed 
specifically with the target of achieving SDGs efficiently. 

Ms Kanwal Shauzab highlighted the efforts of Pakistan 
government towards achieving the SDGs. 

Mr Shahid Naeem touched upon how Pakistan is one of the 
few countries that has made a huge leap in terms of collecting 
data effectively on SDGs indicators through different surveys like 
PSLM. He discussed how the government localizes SDGs and all 
the national and local stakeholders are brought together on one 
page in Pakistan. SDGs implementation phase is going on with 
the help of different task forces. He emphasized on the impor-
tance of building partnerships that can prove useful in setting and 
achieving the goals and targets. Highlighting how the Planning 
Commission has played its crucial role as coordination agency 
and developing strategies at provincial levels to create a major 
impact, he said that currently planning commission also looks 
into development expenditure at provincial and local levels are 
distributed and spent in line with SDGs agenda.
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During the Question-Answer session Mr Sajid Amin along 
with the distinguished panelists developed consensus as to 
how community development through social mobilization 
at regional level can play a very important role in the SDGs 
achievement. The idea of eco-tourism also got the backing of 
most of the experts to bring development across South Asia. 
The importance of communities are often ignored sometimes 
by the policy makers however everyone acknowledged the 
idea that it is very important to make policies that focus on 
communities since the whole aim of SDGs is to ensure inclu-
sive and sustainable development.

Mr Riaz Fatiana in his concluding remarks appreciated 
the efforts of SDPI team for arranging the conference. He said 
that it is very important that South Asian countries should 

move towards regional cooperation to bring long lasting de-
velopment. In this regard, he suggested that a SAARC secretar-
iat should be created to ensure regional cooperation among 
South Asian countries and better implementation of SDGs. He 
also raised the importance of strong evaluation and monitor-
ing mechanisims that can be incorporated into system through 
parliamentary reforms.

He said that Pakistan is one of the first among the develop-
ing world that has made a proper secretariat in parliament for 
the implementation of SDGs. He expressed the hope that Paki-
stan looks forward to connecting with its regional partners to 
ensure the implementation of SDGs and through partnerships 
the countries can fight the major challenges together to strive 
towards sustainable socio-economic development. n

By nAGeen SOHAIl

The session mainly focused the origin, onset and spread 
of transregional air pollution with specific emphasis on 
‘smog’. The session concluded to bring about cross-re-

gional reforms and create a coordinated database supported 
by efficient and up-to-date monitoring devices. 

Dr Imran Khalid introduced the worthy panelists and said 
the panel has been arranged with a view to focus on collab-
orative measures which can be initiated between India and 
Pakistan. 

Ms Romina Khursheed Alam called upon researchers, ac-
ademia and policy makers to share factual knowledge for the 

protection of environment. We need to sensitize our surround-
ings about the hazards of environmental pollution and degra-
dation by designing strict but citizen-centric regulations. She 
also stressed on promoting urban forestation to reduce the 
overall impact of climate change. While answering a question 
about relationship of data, monitoring and its effective com-
munication to policy makers, Ms Alam said that forums such 
as Green Parliamentarian Caucus are playing very important 
role in public awareness.  She said that such effective forums 
can help bridge the knowledge gap between India and Paki-
stan on issues like air pollution. 

Ms Maryam Shabbir said that 300,000 premature deaths 
are attributed to air pollution each year in Pakistan whereas 

Pakistan and India: tackling Air Pollution together
Chair:	 Ms	Romina	Khursheed	Alam,	Member	of	National	Assembly,	Government	of	Pakistan
Speakers:	 Mr	Siddharth	Singh,	Lead	Country	Analyst	and	Coordinator,	Consultant,	International	Energy	Agency	(IEA),	New	Delhi,	India
	 Dr	Imran	Khalid,	Research	Fellow,	SDPI,	Islamabad
	 Ms	Maryam	Shabbir,	Project	Associate,	SDPI
Presentation:	 ‘Building	Citizen	Science	Initiatives	towards	Air	Pollution	Monitoring’
	 Mr	Abid	Omar,	Founder,	Pakistan	Air	Quality	Initiative,	Karachi	(Via	Skype)
Book launch: The	Great	Smog	of	India
	 Mr	Ronak	Sutaria,	Co-Founder	and	CEO,	Respirer	Living	Sciences	Ltd,	Mumbai,	India
Panel Organizers:	 Ms	Rina	Saeed	Khan,	Freelance	Journalist/Communications	Consultant,	Islamabad,	Mr	Hassan	Murtaza,	SDPI
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2.5 million deaths are recorded annually in India. 
Talking about the issue of smog in Lahore, Ms Shabbir said 

that level of particulate matter (PM 2.5) reached 1077µg/m3 
causing smog in 2017 which is well above the permissible lim-
it of 35µg/m3. She identified rice straw and bagasse burning, 
which contribute 72% and 14% of the total air pollution re-
spectively in the Punjab, Pakistan.  About air quality in India, 
she said that 30-90% of the crop residues are burnt each year 
which contribute to air pollution in the region. 

Ms Shabbir enlisted various socio-economic impacts of 
smog in Pakistan, including delay in flight operations, closing 
of schools, hospital emergencies and closure of 180 factories 
in the Punjab. She suggested that farmers need to be motivated 
to give up burning of crops and use stubble as fodder, bedding 
of animals, mushroom cultivation, paper production and bio-
gas production. She also suggested the government to impose 
ban on diesel generators and fireworks to tackle air pollution. 
She also suggested India and Pakistan to initiate bilateral dia-
logues to design regional level policy measures to tackle cross 
boarder air pollution issues.  

Mr Ronak Sutaria focused on the status of air pollution 
across the world. Giving his presentation via Skype, he said 
that 92% of the world’s total population is inhaling pollut-
ed air. Air pollution causes 1.2-1.6 million deaths whereas 1 
million deaths are caused by indoor air pollution in India. He 
shared various examples of evolution of air quality monitoring 
in India and highlighted its recent progress in this sector. 

While talking about air quality measurement in India, Mr 
Sutaria said that India is currently focusing on censor-based 
monitoring in polluted areas however, relative humidity also 
effects the precision and accuracy of the sensor.  The cost and 
effectiveness of the data generated by the sensors is also de-
batable. He highlighted the importance of Realtime data as 
data from city explicates unique activities in urban and semi 
urban areas. He suggested that monitoring networks should 
deploy two low-cost sensor monitors at each location, track 
inter-device precision, device uptime on daily basis, interoper-
ability of sensor Monitor Data and Regulatory Grade Monitor-
ing Data, evaluation of sensor accuracy from remote reference 
points and standardization of monitoring locations around the 
country. He also suggested policy makers to reply on compre-
hensive data sets and Realtime data analysis for formulation of 

pollution abating policies. 
Mr Abid Omar said his organization has established 22 

monitoring stations in different cities of Pakistan. To a ques-
tion about presence of different types of pollutants in the 
air, he said that PM 2.5 is the most abundant and noxious for 
human health. “We breathe 150µg/m3 of PM 2.5 with each 
breath which when dissolved in blood stream leads to carcino-
genicity in the body.” He referred to the World Health Organi-
zation guidelines which is far below the level of pollution in 
Lahore. He shared the alarming situation which shows that 
even summer is above safe limits in Pakistan. Lahore has seen 
40 hazardous days in 2018 while Islamabad, Lahore and Ka-
rachi have witnessed 24, 3 and 4 good days respectively with 
pollution level below 35µg/m3. 

To a question about the effectiveness of Pakistan Environ-
mental Protection Agency (PEPA) in point source monitoring 
of air pollution, Mr Omar said that we need to update our tech-
nologies as air pollution 
is a public health emer-
gency which requires 
cross boarder sharing of 
knowledge and holistic 
approach.  Referring to 
industrial emissions, he 
said that iron and steel 
plants, cement factories, 
glass production, brick 
kilns, and other forms 
of industries must in-
troduce state-of-the-art 
technology to combat 
air pollution. He further 
suggested the review of 
crop residue manage-
ment and burning prac-
tices, urban solid waste 
management, improved 
emission standards for 
fuel quality and gasoline 
liquid and collaboration 
in monitoring and action 
against air pollution.  
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Chair:	 Syed	Naveed	Qamar,	former	Federal	Minister	for	Water	&	Power
Speakers:	 Mr	Bipul	Chatterjee,	Executive	Director,	CUTS	International,	India
	 Ms	Farzana	Yasmin,	SDPI,	Islamabad
Special Remarks:	 Dr	Fabian	Kreuzer,	UNESCAP,	Thailand
	 Dr	Shoaib	Ahmed,	SAARC	Energy	Centre,	Islamabad
	 Engr.	Amer	Zafer	Durrani,	CEO	of	SecurGlobal,	Reenergia	Enhar,	Pakistan
Panel Organizers:	 Mr	Ahad	Nazir	&	Wasif	Naqvi	SDPI

Mr Siddarth Singh articulated the outcomes of his book in 
the session with emphasis to design intelligent, progressive, 
pro-government and pro-growth actions against air pollution. 
He said that air pollution is a cross-boundary issue which re-
quires coordinated efforts for monitoring stations across the 
region. Referring to the cross-boundary nature of air pollution, 
Mr Singh appreciated the benefits of international events like 
SDC in leveraging the knowledge barrier on common health 
between the countries.  

M. Singh referred to air pollution as emergency as it results 
in high mortality rate each year. He quoted the study conduct-

ed in Columbia University which shows that children who live 
in polluted areas suffer from lesser cognitive development. 
He emphasized civil societies to influence the government to 
combat air pollution. 

While referring to economic losses due to air pollution, Mr 
Singh said that the interests of polluters, effects of meteorological 
factors and the effects of pollution should be considered togeth-
er while designing policy framework for pollution abatement. 
He also suggested to establish relation between air quality and 
climate change by reducing per capita emissions. At the end, Mr 
Singh’s book titled: The Great Smog of India, was launched. n

By AmmAZ KHAn
 

Mr Bipul Chatterjee said that along border regions, 
electronic data interchanges, which are used to veri-
fy identities, are un-operational due to the non-stable 

supply of energy. Referring to the future demand of energy, he 
said “we should be wary of where we are getting the energy 
from. Coal will still be used for energy production whether 
we like it or not. Clean coal technology could be used. Regard-
less, renewable energy will be important for our future needs. 
Commenting on the geography of South Asia, he remarked that 
the whole region can be served through a renewable energy 
grid, starting from Afghanistan in the West to Myanmar in the 
East. Technology is available; we need a strong political will to 

make it happen. The South Asian climate is such that we have 
all our resources to meet our needs. Renewable energy is one 
sector where there is a plenty of scope for bilateral trade and 
technology transfer, he said. 

Investments other than trade are needed, he remarked; we 
do not incentivize our investors to invest in each other. He dis-
cussed how there is a lot of scope and possibilities in knowl-
edge sharing in South Asia and how this is an unexplored area. 
“Talk to each other, learn from each other experiences,” he 
said. Unfortunately, we see rhetoric dominates in newspapers 
and media, he lamented. Media should support and cover good 
things happening in India and Pakistan both. We can develop 
innovative approaches together. Mr. Chatterjee concluded his 
presentation by stating: “We cannot change the past, but we 

Building Renewable Energy Supply Chains in South Asia
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can definitely change the future.”
Ms Farzana Yasmin said in 2002, Pakistan recognized the 

need for diversifying its energy mix. In 2006, the government 
formulated the Policy for Development of Renewable Ener-
gy for Power Generation with the objective to make country 
economically competitive as compared to thermal energy. The 
decentralization aspect of the renewable technology can help 
people create self-sufficient energy. However, large producers 
were unable to attach their production to the national grid as 
the grid technology was unable to support surplus generation 
of energy. She further mentioned that currently energy pro-
duction costs and entry costs are also high. Being signatories 
to the environmental protocols and treaties, we are obliged 
and duty-bound to protect our environment and reduce our 
carbon footprint, she said, adding that the policy also makes 
mention of carbon credits and incentives such as income tax 
exemptions for renewable energy producers. Finally, she said 
that the policy needs to be revised and lessons should be 
learned to make it viable in the future.

Dr Fabian Kreuzer stressed the need to define and de-
termine what ‘smart renewable energy’ means for us. He said 
only 40 % people have access to clean cooking fuel in the re-
gion, so we should work together and improve efficiencies 
through the SDG framework as there are not many projects in 
the region. He said the potential benefits of a full power grid 
connection across the entirety of South Asia could reach $9 
billion per year and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 9%. 
Arguing that it makes economic sense and is entirely possible. 
Currently, he said that energy imports have doubled and invit-
ed the participants to think about what that could lead to.

He stated that the problem lies with institutions as to how 
they are marred with issues. Shedding light on regional co-
operation, he said that the CASA project poses interest as we 
could tap into their smart energy supply chain as most of the 
Central Asian States produce hydroelectric renewable energy. 
SAARC has a framework for energy cooperation. Emphasis 
should be on efficient production and most importantly ca-
pacity-building. Furthermore, he mentioned that there should 
be region-wide energy centers for cooperation and knowl-
edge-sharing. Finally, he optimistically expressed that there is 
a potential for transfer of technology in the region, as achiev-
ing SDGs and regional connectivity can go hand-in-hand.

Dr Shoaib Ahmed discussed the role of SAARC in the re-
gion in connection with energy projects. Currently, he said, our 
objectives are to form a SAARC Power Ring and a SAARC Gas 
Ring. 

He mentioned that all the studies by SAARC Energy are 
available free of cost on their website. Referring to all mem-
ber states, he said that all SAARC countries are aware of their 
renewable obligations, their net energy deficit and their avail-
ability of natural resources.

He then outlined the requirements of a healthy supply chain 
in the SAARC region. Recommending, first that the private sec-
tor should be in the driving seat and the governments should 
only play a regulatory role. Setting of national targets and gen-
eration of policies would be needed. The country-level poli-
cies, he added, should be ‘brief, clear and coherent’. Lengthy 
drafted policies can be difficult to change and only complicate 
matters. Regulations should be left to the lower-level institu-
tions to enforce.

Referring to Ms. Farzana’s presentation on Pakistan’s Re-

newable Energy Policy 2006, she mentioned that after 12 
years, they have been unable to change the policy. Secondly, 
he noted, that the regional governments should focus on mar-
ket-proven products rather than pursuing a new product to 
trade, as it saves resources and time. While being optimistic 
about the future, he lamented that currently, the private sec-
tor is not well-organized to play a role in a good supply chain, 
there are corruption challenges to face, political rivalries and 
judicial weaknesses in the region. Nevertheless, he recom-
mended that a complete depoliticization should take place in 
the energy sector. He advised the audience, not to take past 
data as a lesson and to not assume that demand and supply 
are to be met. Furthermore, he added that the technical and 
managerial-based issues can be tackled via experts and final-
ly suggested that encouragement of bilateral and trilateral 
knowledge sharing should occur between countries. 

Mr Amer Zafer Durrani said in South Asia we suffer from 
the Missing Energy Millions (MEMs). He said that there are 
375 million people in South Asia who have no access to ener-
gy and that we still use 19th and 20th century ideas to solve 
21st century problems. Even if we produce 100,000MW in Pa-
kistan, there will still be 8 million people without energy. 45% 
of Sindh, he stated is still unelectrified, they just don’t have a 
grid. Furthermore, he said that maintaining energy grids has 
become too costly and smart connected grids would mean if 
one grid went down, the entire system would be at risk. Simi-
larly, grids are no more a source of power or a backup power 
for dense agglomerations.

To a question, he said once he travelled to the northern ar-
eas and witnessed communities with no access to grids, are 
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were producing decentralized energy on their own. These 
communities took loans from local banks to build these plants, 
so we can opt for community-driven action as well.

Mr Naveed Qamar said solar panel market is taking over, 
and people have started taking decisions themselves. In the 
conventional grid system, people cannot afford paying the 
tariffs. The solution is to get into a system where you are not 
dependent on the grid. In Pakistan, he said, the concept of a 
national grid is a very old. As solar power becomes more af-
fordable, we see middle-class households increasingly using 
solar panels, he said.

He continued to say that these things make sense, if man-
aged correctly, as the technology still requires maintenance. 
The private sector has to step in to harness the technology to 
provide solutions for people without energy. Regarding de-
centralization of energy, he said there is no regulatory body 

involved as the user has full control of their energy production. 
He concluded that setting politics aside, we have to start think-
ing about the future.

To a question, he responded that instead of relying much 
on the government we should give some space to the private 
sector as well.

To another question that who would give a sovereign guar-
antee to private sector and is there a policy available in this 
regard, he said as long as it is a bankable solution, it should be 
possible. The 1994 policy gave a complete solution, meaning 
any bank would take your documents and provide you with 
the finances. 

Mr Chatterjee intervened saying that development has 
to be driven by the private sector, they need to have the right 
regulations, and that can only come through market-friendly 
reforms. n

Intra Regional trade in South Asia: Challenges 
and opportunities

By nAyAB jAmAl

Mr Sanjay Kathuria, referring to his book titled: “Glass 
Half Full”, said there is a huge gap in terms of trade 
relations and its potential that has been documented 

in the book. He said that where there are numerous problems 

in Asia, there are also very few positive aspects of trade. He 
proposed that the key motto of South Asia should be the pro-
motion of trade ties within and outside the region.  

Referring to connectivity issues in South Asia, Mr Kathuria 
said that connectivity also includes the consumers’ preroga-
tive to buy goods on effective prices. Putting fingers on numer-
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ous issues, he highlighted that these issues have created an an-
ti-trade environment due to which the current input of South 
Asian trade in its GDP is somewhere around 1%.  The current 
trade in this part of the region is less than thrice of its poten-
tial, he said, adding that the input of services sector in achiev-
ing this potential is immense, however, its full potential is not 
being utilized. The main hitch that he highlighted was the sit-
uation of ties between Pakistan and India. “This relationship 
causes complications for the area to reach its full potential. 
The underlying theme of the whole situation is the lack of trust 
amongst the South Asian countries, which discriminate each 
other specifically in trade.” 

Discussing the trading situation, he said Pakistan alone has 
three times more trading ties with rest of the world than it 
has within South Asia. “It is more expensive for Bangladesh 
to trade with Nepal than it is with any other non-South Asian 
country. Sanjay pointed out four main factors that play a key 
role in this decomposing condition of the trade relations 
among South Asian countries. The first was the non-transpar-
ent and protective tariffs, especially the para-tariffs in these 
countries hindered trade to a great extent. South Asia has one 
of the highest tariffs in the world. Para tariffs are imposed in 
the form of further taxes or duties on trade. Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, and Sri Lanka are among few countries that lean on the 
support of para-tariffs. Although these taxes or duties are be-
ing imposed on trading within South Asia, they are constantly 
reported to WTO as these taxes are not the part of free trade 
regulations. Real and perceived tariff barriers also cause the 
dying trading relations in the region. A different list that has 
been imposed on the countries by one another has made it 

difficult to have growing trade relations. Sensitive lists, and 
other such documents have decreased the freedom of trad-
ing that these countries might be able to exercise within the 
region. Every country has the capability to impose non-tariff 
trading. There is no quick fix to the tariff problems. It is a long 
process but it is not non-fixable. Another problem pointed out 
by Mr Kathuria was the high cost of connectivity. Connectivity 
is the wheel of trading; it acts as a trust building mechanism 
between the countries. Connectivity is the social capital of the 
region and helps in building people-to-people contact. Stress-
ing the need for liberalizing trade within South Asia, he called 
for removing non-tariff and para-tariff barriers between the 
countries, especially India and Pakistan. Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
and India need to remove port restrictions to flourish trade 
relationships. Capacity building, awareness raising, along 
with infrastructure development is the need of hour to reduce 
the problems that the countries come across due to non-tar-
iff measures. Connectivity advancement between different 
South Asian countries holds a key place in the prosperity of 
trade within the region. The example of Sri Lanka and Indi-
an air connectivity could be taken as a good example of such 
measures. People-to-people contacts should be taken as a key 
factor in trade prosperity. Border haats (i.e. trade market on 
the border) should be introduced between the neighbouring 
countries, especially between India and Pakistan, and Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. This would enhance grass roots relations be-
tween the countries. Measures should be taken to build trust 
between the bordering countries, as trust  is a key aspect in 
the promotion of trade.

Dr Nisha Taneja said that right now the fate of South Asia 
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Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) is in limbo due to which chanc-
es of solutions by using this platform is a long shot; at the mo-
ment, solutions lie with the countries which are building better 
relations on their own. She said that Pakistan and Afghanistan 
are an important pair that can play role in increasing trade re-
lations in the region. Both the countries should become party 
to FDA for better future relations. She highlighted that trade in 
the region has not gone up since the last five years. Non-tariff 
barriers or regulatory duties had a huge role in the static sta-
tus of trade. India-Pakistan trade went up due to cotton trad-
ing, but this too was short-lived since many problems stirred 
up between the two on the basis of quality and route of supply. 

An issue given spotlight was that the South Asian countries 
fail to offer concession to each other. The negative list is anoth-
er barrier in creating trade alliances between different South 
Asian countries. A research on the service sector from all cor-
ners of South Asia is needed in order to implement solutions 
to the problems that different countries come across. There 
is a need to discuss the regulatory regimes in the region and 
work on connectivity. The health sector should be focused in 
the service sector. Concepts like medical tourism should be 
promoted to help start a progressive chain of people-to-people 
connectivity. Focused informal work groups should be created, 
and their focal persons should be finding problems and solu-
tions to trade in South Asia.

Dr Posh Raj Panday shed light on the importance of tech-
nology for a flourishing trade. Technology has the capability 
to enhance trade. The use of good and efficient technology can 
also help reduce the cost of trading within the region. The re-
gion can use information technology to improve stock man-
agement. 

 H. E Ajay Bisaria, discussing the newly-established Kar-
tarpur agreement, said that this step has been put forwarded 
by a corridor of faith, which is a step closer to ensuring peo-
ple-to-people connectivity between India and Pakistan. The 
elephant in the room, according to him, is the Pakistan-India 
relationship. He said Pakistan-India relations suffered greatly 
due to constant disruptions of dialogues due to terrorist activ-
ities. Barter trading is taking place on the line of control as a 
goodwill gesture, which may help take things forward between 
the two countries. Counter terrorism, he said, has a huge im-
pact on trade ties between the two countries. He further said 
both the countries have immense potential of air connectivity, 
but non-tariff barriers are an obstacle. He stressed the need 
to address these non-tariff barriers in order to move forward. 
Trade ties between India and China are a good example of 
moving forward  despite having bitter past relationships. Pa-
kistan-India relations can be made better by initiating with 
good policies on both sides. Prisoners exchange across Indian 
and Pakistani borders will have a huge social impact, and this 
might also help cover the trust deficit between the two. 

Dr Aneel Salman turned the focus of relationship be-
tween India and Pakistan on environment and trade. He said 
that environment is a loud sister of trade, so both countries 
need to be one to resolve climate-related issues at regional lev-
el.  The SAARC Summit held in Bhutan in 2018 showed a new 
ray of hope. South Asian countries agreed to working together 

for the prevention and cure of climate change in the region. 
Many bilateral trade countries, like China and New Zealand, 
have worked together in countering the adverse effects of 
climate change. Such agreements and initiatives are unavail-
able in south Asia. Agreements like, carbon trading, worked 
in the prevention of the environment. But the absence of large 
countries, is what leads to the failure of such projects. Green 
initiatives are being taken along the region to help prevent en-
vironmental decay. The major problem in countering climate 
change is that all the countries are trying to prove that it is a 
phenomenon that is taking place, but none of them is deriving 
mechanisms in order to eradicate such changes. All the coun-
tries have policies to counter this problem, but why doesn’t 
anything work? The answer is because these countries do not 
communicate the actions to a larger level. He argued that if 
two people have an apple each, and they exchange them, then 
both will end up with one apple each. But, if two people have 
one idea each, they will end up with two ideas upon exchange. 

Dr Aliya H. Khan said the human face must not be for-
gotten in the process of trade, as it is for the people of South 
Asia.  “We need to discuss that what trade means to the people 
of the region in order to build a healthy trustworthy relationship 
amongst the countries,” she said, adding that political economy 
needs to be taken under consideration as a whole rather taking 
politics and economy as two separate entities. “Trade is direct-
ly related to the welfare of the people, that is why international 
trade needs to be promoted.”  She stressed the need to address the 
overvalued exchange rate and replace it with a more flexible one. 
“A key solution is to address all such regulations that have kept 
Pakistan away from being more active in trade in the region. Im-
plementing pilot projects like border haats between Pakistan and 
India could help shape up a healthier relationship between the 
countries. This will help improve trade conditions within the 
region.” She suggested restructuring Pakistan’s foreign policy 
in order to shape out a better economic policy. Educating poli-
ticians and policy makers can facilitate better trading relations 
in the region, she concluded. n
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By ArSAlAn AhmeD, USmAn AlI &  
mAHAm SHIRAZI

The session was designed around three questions and 
the panelists gave their opinion one by one on each one 
of the questions. The three questions were:

• Has your government put into place a clear policy 
statement/strategy on promoting and protecting inno-
vation? If yes, what has been the positive and negative 
of this? 

• Does your country’s consumer protection legal frame-
work, assuming there is one, protect consumers from 
infringements related to IP, e.g. branding issues, false 
packaging and labeling, etc? 

• Should there be a nexus between IP laws and competi-
tion laws in developing countries?

Ms Saeeda Umar highlighted as to how there have been 
different innovations in different sectors like water restau-
rants, however the governments need to review legal frame-
works. She said that currently Maldives is under developed 
compared to other countries due to outdated laws, but there is 
a room for improvement in connection with the new markets 
coming in. She said that the copyright enactment has yielded 
good results. 

To the second question on consumer protection legal 

framework, she acknowledged that legal system is unable to 
keep pace with market developments. She said it is important 
for Maldives to have an IP framework as the absence of intel-
lectual property laws or real framework of talent will be very 
discouraging for new innovators in market.

Mr Pradeep Mehta highlighted the measures taken by the 
Indian government with regard to interface of competition 
laws. Citing examples to signify the importance of intellectual 
property laws, he discussed the price control issues in devel-
oping countries and IPR policy of India in 2016. 

In reply to the second question, he explained as to how 
consumer protection act is important to control unfair trade 
practices like misleading advertisements. He presented be-
fore audience different case studies of India and worldwide 
that shows how can the different misleading advertisements 
violate trade mark agreements. He said India had unreason-
able restrictions in the past but now India is moving in right 
direction in pursuance of the IP laws. He said a few explicit 
definitions are still needed in competition act as well as consti-
tutions to bring more clarity and protect intellectual property 
rights.

Engineer M A Jabbar said in Pakistan copyrights exist in 
different ministries, including the ministry of trade. He said 
that Pakistan’s industry needed regulatory institutions like 
CCP, SECP, etc. He called upon the government to supervise 

Competition and IP Regime in South Asia
Chair:	 Dr	Tariq	Hassan,	Chairman,	Audit	Oversight	Board	Pakistan
Special Remarks:	 Ms	Shandana	Gulzar	Khan,	Parliamentary	Secretary	for	Commerce,	Pakistan
Speakers:	 Mr	Pradeep	S.	Mehta,	Board	of	Trade	and	Steering	Committee	on	Ecomark,	India
	 Engr.	M.	A.	Jabbar,	Federation	of	Pakistan	Chamber	of	Commerce	and	Industry
	 Ms	Saeeda	Umar,	Consultant,	Asian	Development	Bank,	Maldives
	 Mr	Ahmed	Qadir,	Director-General	(Advocacy	and	International	Affairs),	Competition	Commission	of	Pakistan
Panel Organizers:	 Ms	Rabia	Manzoor	and	Syed	Shujaat	Ahmed,	SDPI,	Islamabad
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activities in a transparent and independent manner while 
talking about IPU. He said that consumer protection laws are 
still absent in Pakistan and the government along with public 
and private customer groups should formulate laws that en-
sure deceptive practice of no longer escapes punishment in 
the country. He said that Pakistan needs mechanisims to in-
duce research and development. He further highlighted that 
practical implementation requires the stakeholders’ engage-
ment while infrastructural reforms are needed for the align-
ment of our interests as well as the importance of developing 
IPR laws which can be introduced in curriculum.

Ms Shandana Gulzar highlighted the steps which the com-
merce ministry took with regard to IP laws. She said that when 
competition kicks in the investment, follow IPRs. She said that the 
government priorities need to be adaptive in nature and it has 
to regulate economy in a way that it encourages businesses and 
spurs innovation otherwise our troubles will escalate. She said 
that the main function of the government is to give the right mar-
ket signals to local and international investors which this govern-
ment is trying to do in a best possible way. While speaking about 
consumer protection, she said the national consumer protection 
framework is a step in right direction by the government. She said 
that the government is trying to facilitate complaints with regard 
to e-commerce. She also highlighted the constitutional provisions 
with regard to IPR and structure as well as current working of 
consumer courts in Pakistan.

Dr Tariq Hassan presented the global perspective of in-
tellectual property rights. He gave a brief historical overview 
that how protection led to industrial growth which is evident 
from the case of USA and Russia. He laid emphasis as to how 
constitutional protection like the ones in US Constitution in 
the form of Article 1, section 8, laid down the basis of healthy 
competition leading to growth through protection of intellec-
tual property rights. While discussing the progress in Pakistan 
in this direction, he said fundamental rights are still missing 
and focus is on making institutional and policy frameworks to 
bring about change. He highlighted different illegal practices 
and shortfalls of current policy frameworks in Pakistan over 
intellectual property as well as consumer rights laws. He said 
the government needs to make sure strict implementation of 
laws through licensing regimes. Pakistan government needs to 
build up a strategy to assure the producer that whatever he 
creates would be protected and its worth will be kept if the 
government wants the intellectual property to innovate.

Afterwards, a healthy question-answer was held during 
which the major debate revolved around regulating e-com-
merce effectively. The panel highlighted how large foreign en-
terprises crowd out local e-commerce franchises. The speak-
ers said the deep discounts issue that leads to small enterprise 
is unable to compete with large firms in e-commerce sector 
and can be addressed through a competition policy. The role 
of data protection agency was also highlighted. n

Prospects of Regional Cooperation for Quality 
Education in South Asia

Chair:	 Dr	Zia	ul	Qayuum,	Vice-Chancellor,	Allama	Iqbal	Open	University,	Islamabad
Special Remarks:	 Ms	Vibeske	Jensen,	Director	and	representative,	UNESCO,	Pakistan
Speakers:	 Dr	Raj	Kumar	Dhungana,	Governance	Advisor,	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs,	Royal	Norwegian	Embassy,	Kathmandu,	Nepal.	

Mr	Safdar	Raza,	Country	Advocacy	Manager,	Plan	International,	Islamabad
	 Ms	Raheela	Saad,	National	Disaster	Management	Authority,	Pakistan
	 Mr	Bipul	Chatterjee,	Executive	Director,	CUTS,	India.	
	 Ms	Rabia	Tabassum,	SDPI,	Islamabad
Panel Organizer: Mr	Shahid	Minhas,	SDPI,	Islamabad
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By rAfIA fArrUkh

Dr Ziaul Qayyum said that the South Asian countries have 
yet not been able to achieve the quality education goal 
and what is important to him is ‘if he has succeeded to 

imparting quality education to his students. He said there is 
a disconnect between the curriculum being taught at univer-
sities and skills required to the companies. “Students don’t 
know the requirements of companies and their qualification 
demands. There is no national data to tell the graduates about 
the requirements for the next 10 years. Access to basic educa-
tion and higher education both are a challenge.”  He said that 
accessing higher education and making it more relative to dif-
ferent stakeholders is actually a trade and a balance needs to 
be created between the two while designing our strategies. 

Ms Rabia Tabassum discussed education and skills being 
an integral part of the country’s economy especially in the case 
of Pakistan and Bangladesh.  Education should be the top prior-
ity and needs immediate attention, she said, adding “we need to 
work with organizations like National Vocational and Technical 
Training Commission to improve our skills and development in 
South Asian countries. She further said to improve the education 
sector we must keep pace with the new technology, update the 
syllabus according to environment the students are in, provide 
quality training facilities to teachers and exchange the technolog-
ical knowledge internationally. She added that there is a skill mis-
match and mismanagement. Most important pointer is to ensure 
high quality for vocational training not only in Pakistan but also 
in other South Asian countries.

Dr Raj Kumar said that there are various challenges in the 
way of education especially in South Asian region. “We need to 
look at the critical perspectives of education and compare our 
quality of education to the western standards,” he said, adding 
that we are living in a paradoxical situation where the voice 
of the marginalized communities, minorities and indigenous 
communities is poorly reflected. He said we have separated 
knowledge from education. “Our ancestors were uneducated 

by definition because they were unaware of the challenges 
of the society that we live up to. We follow a set of traditions 
that reflect just a visual intellect, therefore, we are unable to 
foresee the real intellect. Everybody has a right to education 
and many children are yet to have access to quality education. 
There are contradictions within classes, and the students and 
teachers don’t follow the same rules. Our society is influenced 
by the West. Each day 5,000 students move to the west to 
pursue higher education; Is it beneficial for our country?”  He 
recommended that there should one language and standard of 
education throughout the country. This should be mandatory 
as well as a national dream. He maintained that South Asian 
education system is more about prosperity, values and coop-
eration whereas the western education system is more occi-
dental and freedom based so the two systems cannot be amal-
gamated. Furthermore, he said that there is a poor governance 
in the education sector and the rich and powerful send their 
children to private schools. To overcome these loopholes, he 
said, there is a need to empower the learners. He said students 
getting education abroad should return to serve their country 
and inculcate the idea of global citizenship to engage students 
in projects that address global issues. 

Mr Shahid Minhas said it is the age of technology, so our 
education system needs digital links. He said that there is a 
great difference between the quality of education in the devel-
oped and the underdeveloped counties.  “We need to focus on 
SAARC counties to build the knowledge economy. South Asia 
has around 24% of the world population out of which 30% 
comprises youths. Except for Sri Lanka, all the SAARC coun-
tries are facing major challenges of quality education. In Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan, the situation is worse.” Referring to 
some studies, he said, Pakistan has the youngest youth bulge, 
i.e. 43.5% and more than 67% of them fall below the age of 
30. “We have to face major challenges, for instance about 25 
million children are out of schools, gender equality education 
issues and scarcity of schools. Simply by sending children to 
schools, we cannot help them achieve quality education.” He 
said it will take 30 years to produce a learned and skilled pop-
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ulation, if we start quality education today.
Ms Raheela Saad said that Pakistan has localized the 

school safety framework. We have to make our children feel 
safe in whatsoever little funding we have. The Pakistan Safety 
Framework is in place to ensure children to feel safer. She said 
that despite the best curriculum and teachers in schools if the 
schoolchildren and parents don’t feel safe, it means education 
for all is not a reachable target. In schools, the environmental 
and physical safety as well as social security needs to be en-
sured. We need to make our future safer, if we work with them 
through curriculum and resilience, we are actually making 
sure of a safer better future.

Mr Bipul Chatterjee said that we need to probe the idea 
of demand and supply of effective education. “The supply of 
education has certainly risen. Everyone is looking for quality 
jobs which require productive skills. Through education, we 
need to develop and apply skills to get quality jobs. We need 
to perceive the students’ demand instead of taking it as a com-

modity. We need to understand the return of education other-
wise there will always be a breach. There is a need to optimize 
the return of education in a dynamic sense. 

Mr Safdar Raza, talking specifically about the girls’ educa-
tion, said that Pakistan has the largest number of out of school 
children that is next to Africa and highest in South East Asia. 
In Pakistan, just 1.8% of the GDP is spent on education where 
22.2 million Children are out of school and among them 49 per 
cent are girls and 50 per cent are boys. He continued that 52 
per cent girls in Sindh are illiterate and it will take 76 years 
to bring the literacy level up because we are below 50% the 
literacy level. He said that the GDP should be raised to 7%, 
students should be given incentives to study further and for 
a better living. Furthermore, he said education is more of a 
bribing or a barter system rather than knowledge being used 
to enlighten one’s life. There is a stringent need to administer 
the education sector. “Education emergency is a must to get 
concrete results,” he concluded. n

Renewable Energy landscape of South Asia

By AmBer TAqDeeS ZAfAr

Ms Kanchi Kohli stressed the need for the implementa-
tion of social legitimacy of renewable energy. She said 
that India has highly ambitious agendas for renew-

able response as India did it on Paris Climate Summit. Recent 
reports from the countries like India would meet the target 
much earlier of the renewable energy. Coal is still the dominat-
ing power in India. It is still indecisive that whether it is really 
a larger nationalistic frame or energy mix particularly the coal 
is going to be a dominating force. 

She said that we would be able to achieve our set target 

by 40%, but the energy demand is increasing day by day as 
well. She further said that any renewable energy project needs 
social legitimacy. Expansion of larger energy portfolio is re-
quired to meet the energy demands, she said, adding that ex-
pansion of energy has implications too and to address those 
implications you need to go deeper where policy needs to be 
implemented. She said the government should resolve the 
issues of leasing of land, their productivity and non-produc-
tivity. She stressed the need to address and formulate certain 
special laws on a three-dimensional issue that is transparency, 
social policy making and decision-making to address the en-
vironmental injustices. She said that there prevail the risks of 
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democratic deficits if the said issues remain unreported.
Mr Simon Nicholson talked mainly about the financial 

perspective of renewable energy particularly in South Asia. 
India’s capacity in coal, he said, has decreased but so far coal 
is a dominating force. India’s coal and wind power tariffs have 
been decreased in last six years. According to his findings, he 
said that financial issue being faced in 40,000 megawatt coal 
power across India underwent the financial distress in the 
form of bank loans. He said that manufacturing of solar panels 
would bring up more local jobs. Quoting a case study of Bangla-
desh, he said, coal plants have got delayed there, so developers 
started moving away from coal companies like Marubeni Co-
operation. He said that banks and insurance companies were 
increasingly ruling out coal and now only three coal projects 
are there. He shared that Power Development Board has es-
timated a deficit of 740 million dollars. He proposed that in 
order to address the land and renewable energy concerns, 
there is a need for cross border electricity trade. Talking about 
Pakistan, he said, Pakistan is heavily reliant on fossil fuels and 
its renewables can get cheaper only, according to an estimate 
of IEEFA, when they will decrease to 10 per cent. He said that 
there is a need for a strong policy, which will be effective in 
cost reductions, renewable reduce, generation cost and will 
increase energy security.

Ms Nathalie Bernasconi talked about the international in-
vestment framework and how they affect the renewable ener-
gy transition. She also shared her views on investment treaties 
that work bilaterally among different countries. She said that the 
big increase has been seen in disputes in investment treaties in 
different developing countries particularly in Pakistan. Bilateral 
treaties typically serve investment protection and try to set up 
standards to protect the investor. According to a recent study of 
Organization of Economic Co-operation and Development(OECD) 
,there is no conclusive evidence of investment protection treaties 
to promote investment flows or encourage investment flows but 

that is the reason why many developing countries including Pa-
kistan signed these agreements with the hope to provide a stable 
system called Investor State Dispute Settlement where investor 
has a right to sue a government taking the actions that nega-
tively affect the investment. She said that there arises a ques-
tion as how to reform the system as host states have got only 
obligations by the investing states. She added that in 1959, Pa-
kistan was the first country to join in the treaties with Germa-
ny. She told that sectoral treaty is also called energy-chartered 
treaty and there is a need to protect the investment in energy. 
Furthermore, she added that Europeans typically signed bilat-
eral treaties with developing countries exporting their capital 
whereas sign the investment treaties with west Europe. She rec-
ommended that States could come together to protect the states 
by imposing bold actions.

Dr Alice Baillat while touching the issue of climate change, 
said that it is necessary for the South Asian nations, which are 
in their developing phase though, must concentrate on the 
mitigation of greenhouse gases. Gaining influence and legiti-
macy in investments, is a way of being active in adaptations. 
Funding policies, she said, if you continue to invest increasing 
renewable energies will be serving the people, better access to 
way of developing is a social issue as well. She said that there 
should be an easy way of gaining jobs while shifting towards 
renewable energy resources. She recommended that social, 
economic and political changes need to be addressed with re-
spect to the renewable energy.

Dr Sally Benson said that there should be a solution for 
the upgradation of cookstoves to avoid cookstove fuel emis-
sion. She recommended that compressed natural gas is an op-
tion analgesic for commercial practices. Solar energy can be 
lowest cost generation substitute. Fuel imports potential to 
make California 30 per cent and geothermal energy excellent 
solar resources but limited wind resources. Climate change re-
liability and accessibility on renewables is needed.
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Mr Shamsul Mulk discussed the cost-effective options in-
stead of cost expensive renewable energy solutions. Talking 
about the Indus water treaty, he said there were two major 
dams – Mangla Dam and Tarbela Dam – that had to be built. 
Each one of them at the time of their construction provided 
enormous energy at a low cost. With many advantages Indus 
plains were infamous for floods. He said that dams protect the 
country from floods, one of which has hit Pakistan in 2010. He 
added that total annual flow in the Indus rivers is 86 MAF that 

comes in summers, and only 14% of it is received in winters. 
That is why the crops we harvest in winters are short of water 
and do not meet the growth requirements of plants. He said 
there are 46,000 dams in the world out of which 22,000 dams 
are in China and 4,500 in India, but we have miserably failed 
to compete on this scale. He stressed the need to build more 
dams while hydel energy should be the main focus of Pakistan, 
through which Indus plains can be irrigated both in summers 
and winters. n

By FARZAnA yASmIn 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri said that South Asia Economic 
Summit started back in 2008 by representatives of five 
independent policy think tanks in South Asia with the 

aim  to track the achievements of SAARC, to look at the emerg-
ing challenges and issues that South Asian countries are fac-
ing and prepare a collective way forward. This is the eleventh 
South Asian Economic Summit, and earlier SDPI had organized 
the 8th summit back in 2015. Unfortunately, the then SAARC 
meeting couldn’t take place but 9th and 10th South Asian Eco-

nomic summits were held in Bangladesh and Nepal respective-
ly. He said that it is yet another reminder that if track I doesn’t 
work, then track I and half or track II become important.  If, for 
some reasons, we are not on speaking terms at state level then 
think tanks, private sector, businessmen and non-governmen-
tal organizations have to play the role of catalyst so as to main-
tain decent relationships with neighbours. The theme of both 
of these mega events is “Corridors of Knowledge for Peace 
and Development”, he said, adding that knowledge corridors, 
peace and development are inclusive and interdependent.  In 
this event, there is a representation from every continents and 
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multilateral and bilateral donor agencies working on peace 
and development showing regional integration and coopera-
tion, he complemented.

Mr Zubair Malik said that South Asia is a big region with a 
population of 1.65 billion, but still it is a least integrated region 
in the world.  The intraregional trade within the South Asian 
countries is about 5% that is negligible as compared to 27% 
in ASEAN countries and 65 % in EU. The people-to-people in-
tegration does already exist. He stressed the need to find as 
to why 40% population in this region lives below the poverty 
line.  He said that we have to think about the future genera-
tion and most importantly where we want to take this region 
to. Integration is important for the region and think tanks can 
bring the region together. “Business community has the power 
to dominate and change the political discourse,” he added.

Mr Ahmed Hasan Mughal said economic development and 
prosperity in South Asia lies in regional trade.  He said South 
Asia is a region of 1.7 billion people having huge potential of 
regional trade and economic integration but unfortunately it is 
one of the least economic integrated regions in the world. The 
world is moving fast towards regional economic integration 
to achieve the fruits and share progress therefore, concrete 
steps are a must for economic integration. To deal with the 
common issues like poverty and unemployment, the region 
must promote trade. Moreover, all countries have competitive 
advantages in many fields and they can be benefited with each 
other’s areas of specialty. Energy sector has immense poten-
tial for regional collaboration. He said the government should 
ensure inclusive environment for business and inform the task 
force to look the cost of doing business in Pakistani industries, 
services and other sectors. High production cost and tax com-
pliance cost is a major hurdle in promoting Pakistani exports 

and the tax culture. The tariff for raw material and machinery 
must be reduced. Then we have liquidity problem. The cost of 
energy is high. He also suggested that gas tariff must be re-
vised. Government. should have devise a long-term policy to 
maintain exchange rate.  Moreover, the local industrialists 
should be given due stakes in CPEC projects providing them 
opportunities of joint venture with Chinese counterparts. 

Mr Haroon Sharif focused on the number of pre-requi-
sites while commenting on the topic of regional integration.  
He said that the contours of economic integration are diverg-
ing into different directions. Very clearly, the emerging market 
is driven by China, Pakistan, west Asia, and central Asia. And in 
Pakistan, 100 million young people are in the job market and 
when we will be connecting with the Western China, we can 
add other 100 million constituting a large market.  Rather than 
strategic and political driver, we can explore economic driver 
for sharing the prosperity.  

He updated that after the completion of CPEC, first phase 
comprised of infrastructure and energy projects and now the 
second phase is industrial cooperation in the form of Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs) as tool. The third and last phase is the 
regional connectivity between CPEC and beyond and also the 
integration of market. The positive thing is that we are receiv-
ing huge interest from Gulf and East Asia particularly Malaysia. 
This would lead to build the capabilities of state to close some 
large meaningful economic transactions to show the world 
that economy is the driving force.  The second thing is that Pa-
kistan needs to invest a lot in value addition and productivity 
of goods. We need to invest on people to develop their skills, 
which will be required in future. Investing in productive sector 
with this focus, we need to increase productivity, employment 
and emerging technologies. 
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The model of growth in Asia is the Public and Private Part-
nership in real time but still there is a huge communication 
gap between the economies, unless the gap is filled, the capa-
bilities of states cannot optimize their potential. In this most 
populous part of the world, if we need to join the countries 
who have really grown in emerging Asia, we shall have to start 
seriously engaging the multiple partners rather than state 
and private sector working in isolation.  Economic transaction 
with some countries attracts the multiple countries to start 
converging and regaining the faith, he added.   

Mr Razzaq Dawood talked about the economic challeng-
es faced by subcontinent. To tackle them we need to set the 
key parameters and put them in place; we have to concen-
trate our exports to reduce the trade gap.  He said that one 
of the factors of our lagging export is lack of competitiveness. 
Foremost step is that for our five leading export industries 
we must ensure the availability of energy (gas/electricity) to 
achieve the international competitiveness. The next thing was 
market access, and elements of market access. Looking at the 
five free trade agreements, we found that out of five, four have 
negative impact and one is slightly positive on Pakistan trade.  
While talking about challenges, he said that the government is 
focusing on how we broaden our tax net, how to get all subsi-
dies out, and get everybody competitive, how to meet all these 
challenges in a fiscal deficit problem.  

Our productivity, whether it is in the farms or SMEs, needs 
to be enhanced. We are in the process of building industrial 
policy now and by the end of December we will have an indus-
trial policy framework.

Talking about the regional trade specifically between India 
and Pakistan, Mr Dawood said that “I am a big believer of trade 
between the two countries. We both have a lot to gain as there 
is a huge market of 1.6 billion.  He suggested to have more dis-
cussion how we can work together” 

Dr Dushni thanked SDPI for hosting11th SAES.  She appre-
ciated the optimism to tackle the current challenges. “South 
Asian region, no doubt is growing much faster than any sub 
region in the world. There are many challenges that growth 
accompanied with rising inequality and others are same in Pa-
kistan and in Sri Lanka, and we can learn from each other’s 
experiences shared in such conferences,” said Dr Dushni. She 
also informed the audience that next Summit will be hosted 
by Sri Lanka in Colombo to continue the discussions held in 
current SAES and to meet the challenges.  

Dr Paras recollected the 10th SAES anniversary of under-

taking initially conceptualized by South Asian drivers. He said 
that even the South Asian integration process is struggling but 
still we are successful to hold 11th SAES as a stable platform 
to gather all stakeholders like policy makers, civil society and 
academia, etc. 

He presented the book titled “South Asian Cooperation; 
Issues old and new” compiled on the deliberations held in 
10th SAES is a collection of papers that provide an insight 
on the range of issues.  While mentioning the salient fea-
tures and topics in the book, he shared that the book dis-
cusses old issues highlighted in the first SAES like regional 
trade, regional investment, connectivity, climate change, 
migration, etc. These issues have been discussed along 
with novel challenges of E-commerce, SDGs and monitoring 
progress to those 17 goals, 169 targets with more than 200 
indicators.  The book also covers the topic such as future of 
SAARC and also utilizing the nine observers in SAARC, en-
ergy trade, community-based approach for climate change 
adaptation, data constraints in terms of monitoring Sustain-
able Development Goals in South Asia. 

Prof. Amitab Kundu said that the development potential 
was kept hostage by political process, but 21st century is the 
century of Asia and particularly of South Asia as mentioned in 
the study titled “Asia 2030” and “Asia 2050”.  He said that the 
study predicts a growth rate between 5 to 6 % in South Asia.  
The study also depicts the challenges and constraints like in-
ter-country inequality, regional inequality, gender discrimina-
tion, sustainability issues, and high rate of dependency. Gener-
al equilibrium framework comes up with the conclusion that 
the future of South Asia is very bright. RISS is glad to extend 
its research support to its collaborative partners to strengthen 
the process of knowledge sharing.  

Mr Shafqat Kakakhel shared that to deal with the calam-
ities like climate change, we have no other way than to sit to-
gether, listen to the scientific communities having credible evi-
dence that our actions, since industrial revolution have played 
havoc with the meteorological system. 

The increasing incidents of extreme nature like heatwaves 
in Karachi, 2010 floods, long droughts in several regions in 
India and number of other impacts are defining challenges of 
humankind. He stressed that South Asia has no choice except 
to quest for regional integration through sustained endeavors 
and to use the talents of their people to exploit the opportuni-
ties   to resolve the problems and overcome the challenges to 
save the people. n
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By SAAmIA BATool & SyeDA mAhAm SherAZI 

The session mainly focused on the ways that can be ad-
opted in order to enhance the connections and reduce 
the knowledge gaps between Pakistan and Europe.

Mr Ville Varjola, while discussing European Union (EU) 
strategies on connectivity within the Eurasian countries, 
said the reason behind EU connectivity with Asian region 
is its historic sites and the massive land. “This is something 
EU committees have worked during the past years where 
they have a joint commission to connect Eurasian states 
together. To a question why did EU come up with connec-
tivity approach to Eurasia, he said: “we want partnerships 
for sustainable connectivity and to provide a framework be-
cause of the geopolitical shift which is occurring very quick-
ly; that is why connectivity is required in Asia”. According to 
Annual Development Plan, he said, $26 trillion is required 
during 2016-2030 to deal with climate change issues, and 
that needs joint steps. He further said that climate change 

is strongly felt in Europe and we are trying to promote sus-
tainable approach in connectivity. He elaborated that eco-
nomically viable projects and investments play a role in 
connectivity as they are fiscally responsible for providing a 
clear approach with regard to connectivity.

About geopolitical and geo-economics strategies taken by 
China in Pakistan like One Belt One Road (OBOR) Initiative, he 
said that not only China but also other countries such as Japan 
and the US are also contributing in this regard. “So, EU had to 
come up with some approach too.”

He said research and innovation are important aspects that 
are driving connectivity because too many things are changing 
today. He stressed the need to stand up against unilateral way. 
Explaining about EU policy making framework, he discussed 
four factors that are the key focus of EU, i.e. environmental, 
economic, fiscal and social. “EU approach is comprehensive, 
so it has different aspects of connectivity, including transport, 
energy, digital connectivity and people-to-people contact. In 
addition, he said, EU is the proponent of multilateral ways 

knowledge connectivity between Asia and Europe
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and want to stand up at international institutes in reference 
to connectivity. Talking about the sectors, he said that trans-
port is an important aspect of connectivity. Between Europe 
and Asia, sea connections are the most important. Land trans-
port connection is also very important like EU-China roadway 
connection. Further, he stressed the need for interoperability 
transport system. About energy sector, he said that the use of 
renewables as a source of efficient energy production is tru-
ly exciting. They are becoming cheaper with the rate of 16% 
per year. He also emphasized the importance of digital aspect 
which, he said, includes the use of fiber optics and mobile net-
works. He also stressed the need to have a regulatory system 
and rich experience. He added that, EU is working with China 
on EU-China connectivity platform because regional dimen-
sion is very important aspect and regional trade helps coun-
tries diversify their economy. About the next budgeting peri-
od, he said that there will be much more under the heading of 
external action guarantee, i.e. € 60 billion and will help drive 
investment by lowering cost of capital. He also intended that 
the EU is willing to deepen up the relations to have connection 
with International Finance Institutions, IMF, World Bank and 
also with Asian institutions like ADB. 

Mr Imran Shaukat, while talking about the ways what 
Pakistan is doing in regard to connectivity, he said that the 
infrastructure, transportation and technological advance-
ments are bringing people together rather than bringing 
the net positive dividend, which is bringing a rise from pop-
ulism at the same time. He added that we have to do a lot 
with the perception of equity that connectivity is bringing. 
Social media can be used as an amazing forum for connec-
tivity but it is, nowadays, used more as a source of divisive-
ness rather than the tool of connectivity. He further said 
that we need to start with our first and fore  most priorities, 
which areas do we want to bring in more focus and which 
countries do we need to connect? He added that there is a 
problem with the perception of Pakistan in the world, so 
we have to change the perception of people with whom we 
need to connect. First, we are required to change our mind-
set and practice self-accountability and have to trust to be 

trusted. While targeting the South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation, he said has failed to resolve the issues 
between Pakistan and India. “We are required to rank the 
countries and areas while trade collaborations and migra-
tion. Pakistan is required to look more at the East world 
countries like Thailand, Maldives, Soviet Republics, Hun-
gary than the western countries like USA, UK, Germany or 
Middle East because they don’t know much about Pakistan, 
so it is as easier chance to go and change their perception 
about Pakistan.” Additionally, he said, that focused areas 
of connectivity are required to be promoted like tourism, 
which should allow free movement for everyone without 
visa adversities and religious hitches. He ended on the note 
that according to the World Bank, only the Sikh and Bud-
dhist tourism in Pakistan is worth about $ 4 billion per year.

Ms Anne Kofoed focused on building a strategy, which 
may encourage the connectivity and mobility among stu-
dents, academics and researchers, and in other words, the 
people-to-people connect. The key action under the peo-
ple-to-people approach is to promote programmes, which al-
ready exist and which do not need to wait for new financial 
framework to benefit from. More precisely, she focused on the 
Erasmus+ Program and Marie Curie Actions in Asia. These 
two programmes have related reciprocity arrangements to in-
crease the opportunities for exchange and mobility. Connectiv-
ity and mobility among students, academics and researchers 
is a key to mutual understanding and economic growth, and 
sustainability is the key element of this strategy. 

EU delegation in Pakistan, she said, is involved in several 
developmental activities under bilateral cooperation pro-
grammes, which is working for four core sectors having geo-
graphic priority onto Sindh and Balochistan with the major 
focus on education. According to her, the higher education 
plays an important role in socioeconomic development of any 
country. “Higher education increases intergenerational mobil-
ity, creates jobs, contributes to better civil society and better 
governance. One of the key aims of higher education is to take 
students to the stage where they can contribute to the national 
development. She added that the EU supports higher educa-
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tion throughout the world and also in Pakistan through Eras-
mus Program, which aims at promoting intercultural learning 
dialogue and strengthening the relation between Europe and 
partner countries. Moreover, she said that the overall budget 
for the current period is 1.7 billion Euros and about 21% of 
this amount is allocated to Asia. There is no specific allocation 
for any Asian country, including Pakistan except the two, i.e. 
China and India. Talking about the institutional responses, she 
said that EU gets very few applications from educational in-
stitutions of Pakistan for Erasmus+ program. In the last three 
years, the ratio of projects is only one per year. She also talk-
ed about the EU program called horizon 2020, which is more 
focused on research and PhD scholarships. Talking about an-
other programme here in Pakistan, she said that the EU works 
very closely with Higher Education Commission (HEC) and 
one of the programmes launched is the Asia Connect Project, 
which runs under the Trans-Eurasia Information Network 
(TEIN) in Pakistan.

Dr Safdar Sohail said that sometimes it is hard to take Asia 
as a unit of analysis as such because at one time it is a highly 
developed institutionalized system and one big unit while at 
another time there are disparities too. He suggested that the 
EU should take more interest in peace development in South 
Asia. While comparing EU with Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
he said that the EU is taken as a successful model of regional 
integration in Pakistan even when we have SAARC or ASEAN 
models for South Asia to move forward. So, if we identify the 
main features of the EU regional integration, it is a huge pro-
cess spread over all these decades but a more relevant refer-
ence is integration of the east European states into the EU. He 
presented statistics of 2018 assistance report by saying that 
small countries, like Czech Republic, are getting €5 billion per 
annum from Brussels. “The countries with domestic and in-
stitutional reforms are more able to get benefit from the in-
tegration than those who lack these reforms and this brought 
Pakistan to Belt and Road Initiative.” 

For EU, he said, the vision was very simple; integration 
of east European countries, the geo-strategic, historic as-
pects were already there and when accepted by both sides, 
the projects were implemented. In case of BRI, mixing of re-
sources, shared prosperity, and regional development were 
the major focus for connectivity. He said that one major is-
sue with BRI is that it still lacks a template. He added that 
China is the largest trade and investment partner of central 
Asia for the last 10 years. Talking about China’s method of 
integration, he said, there is an internal process of bringing 
development from their eastern side to the western side to 
integrate economies.

He said Pakistan needs to do more in terms of realizing the 
potential of Gwadar to make it a hub of blue economy. “EU has 
made high ethical standards for trade in the region which are 
being followed. Talking about the phenomena of lead market, 
he said that they insist to have renewables in developing coun-
tries and create an appetite for them and then the companies 
come and sell the environmental goods and services. He fur-
ther said Pakistan is poor in critically evaluating and distin-
guishing between ruggedly FDI and useful FDI. So, in this as-
pect, the knowledge cooperation would be very important to 
bring the universities and research institutions to work on the 
key issues which are very important to the country.

Mr Waqas Naeem discussed the business aspect that can 

play role in knowledge connectivity between Asia and Europe. 
He said that Europe and EU is no stranger to Pakistan when 
it comes to infrastructure building and there is a key con-
tact since day one which needs to be flourished. On business 
perspective, he said that there are two sides of bargain story. 
“Pakistan being the strategic partner to EU needs to be very 
clear and focused about what it needs to have from EU and 
at the same time, the investment environment is required to 
be more transparent and structured having a long-term view.” 
Further, talking about the Global Index, known as Ease of Do-
ing Business, he said that Pakistan made a good adjustment 
by relatively improving 11 points in one year which is proving 
that we are moving in the right direction. Meanwhile, on the 
other side, there needs to be initiatives which help Pakistan 
in growing meaningful way. It shouldn’t be just project based 
approach rather should be a long time approach. While ex-
plaining areas of connectivity, he said that we are talking about 
CPEC, and BRI, but as a developing economy, we have a lot of 
burden of developing very quickly both on infrastructure and 
maintaining urban centers, giving access to digital centers and 
giving education. He added that if we are talking about con-
nectivity and transport it’s not just about building highways 
and bridges connection but learning of ways making the urban 
centers more sustainable. According to him, Energy efficiency 
is another sector of connectivity which not only includes the 
renewables but also the way of usage the existing resources. 
Talking about the most opportune sector for connectivity, he 
emphasized on the digital side of economy which includes 
broadband. He discussed the figures from GSMA by explaining 
the fact that in 2016, Africa’s 6.7% of GDP was coming from 
mobile broadband and digital broadband related infrastruc-
ture. There were 3.8 million jobs connected to it. Continuing 
to that, he added that 3G and 4G are ruling in Pakistan and EU 
strategy for digital development is something we really need 
to connect to have benefit from that. He suggested that the in-
troduction of SMEs, entrepreneurship and incubators, as the 
accelerators of tomorrow, can prove significant in this regard. 
He further proposed that practicing E-Governance methods 
will reduce the paper usage. He ended up by saying that there 
is a lot of development going around the world, that’s why 
Pakistan needs to be focused having clear policies and to find 
ways that provide sustainable approach which works both 
ways having mutually beneficial relationship.

To a question, how EU is balancing the things and filling 
up the gaps to work together?, Mr Ville Varjola said that our 
strategies are not only for Europe or Asia but also for the bet-
ter connection between Eurasian states. He further said that 
best performances have managed to combine very good regu-
latory framework. While answering about EU-China relations, 
he said that we have been talking to China for a long time. The 
EU has an open procurement procedures while China always 
comes with expectations that business is carried out for Chi-
nese constructivism, so we hope that China will have the same 
open approach that we have adopted.

Dr Shamshad Akhtar said that the EU can offer much 
more than what it is offering. She said that Pakistan is a re-
source rich economy but there are some problems at doing 
business having different constraints. Moreover, she added 
that Pakistan is looking for investment opportunities and in 
order to move forward we really need EU support to develop 
high economy and peace building in the region. n
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By IFRA BAIG 

This session focused on the key political and economic 
challenges faced by Central Asia in the expansion of 
trade within Central Asia, the South Asian Association 

for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and Economic Cooperation 
Organization (ECO) member countries. The discussion provid-
ed an understanding of firstly, the challenges and opportuni-
ties in commercial trade and transit with neighboring coun-
tries, secondly the implementation issues with the existing 
regional and bilateral trade agreements (in the region) then it 
focused on political issues associated with commercial trade 
and transit, and lastly it talked about policy measures needed 
to improve competitiveness and trade facilitation. 

Mr Safdar Pervez in his presentation on Regional Eco-
nomic Corridors in South and Central Asia, talked about op-
portunities and challenges of the corridors. In his view, the 
concept of economic corridors is being overstated in develop-
ment jargons and there are a number of pre-requisites (such 
as economic potential, political commitment, and coordina-
tion) to make economic corridors to work. 

He added that corridors are neither a sectoral concept nor 
it is about transport and energy. It is about economic system 
as a whole. Therefore, corridors will effectively work when all 
departments will learn to do collective work. Mr Pervez said 
corridors are spatial concept rather than the linear one. Cor-
ridors are not about constructing a road from point A to point 
B, but it is about managing economic activity especially where 
you combine infrastructure development with right kind of 
policy frameworks and the right kind of institutional support. 
He stressed the need to work on softer front of corridors and 
improve regulations for trade between countries. 

About challenges in developing economic corridors, he 
said, it is complex process that requires a long period of devel-
opment along with major political and financial commitments 
and intercountry agreements. He added that location, priority 
sectors and investments are fundaments and we should learn 
about industry before setting the same. He encouraged pub-
lic private partnership saying that impact of economic corri-
dors is difficult to measure and need nurturing political will to 
overcome security constraints. 

Despite having challenges on multiple fronts nobody can 
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deny the locational advantages we are having, he said and in-
sisted to make functional the existing sub-regional coopera-
tion platforms rather than building new. He said South Asia in 
general and Pakistan in particular has large unexploited trade, 
tourism, industrial development, and value chin potential.

Mr Shakeel Ramay said, there is a lot of potential in every 
aspect. The most important thing to make economic corridors 
work is political economy because it has all domestic, region-
al and global elements. We should know about the interest 
of regional countries and instead of following our traditional 
trading methods we need to adopt visionary method for do-
ing cooperation in the region. He said Pakistan needs to look 
through the lens of Central Asia, what does Central Asia need 
and let them come up with their own resources. 

He said that competitive index is necessary for measuring 
the spirit of cooperation whether countries are willing to co-
ordinate and at what fronts they are willing to integrate.  Cit-
ing the example of India and Pakistan, he said both had an in-
formal trade of Rs 5 billion two years ago, which indicates the 
potential, but at state level this cooperation is missing despite 
having massive potential. 

Dr Aliya H. Khan said that debate on connectivity and cor-
ridor development is very opportune for Pakistan at the mo-
ment. Though CPEC is important initiative in terms of connec-
tivity and economic development through Pakistan, there is a 
need to diagnose and analyze the constraints that are present 
in the Pakistan’s economic framework relating to the exports 
that are keeping us away from reaping our trade potential. 

She said Pakistan had an over value exchange rate for a 
long time but now it is moving towards flexible exchange rate 
system. She recommended that Pakistan should move towards 
a less managed exchange regime. One of the important com-
ponents of export strategy is to have a competitive exchange 
rate than rationalization of tariff regime. Steps have been tak-
en in that direction, but they have not been reaped in kind of 
returns that are needed for Pakistan to compete in corridor 
development. 

Emphasizing on the realignment of SRO regime in Paki-
stan, she said SRO regime is not benefiting Pakistani exports 
in terms access to market as it should be. “We are at a very 
preliminary stage of labour market functioning, job creation, 
promotion and association with CPEC and the corridors in 

general. The role of labour market information or statistics is 
very important. We cannot move any further unless we iden-
tify the policy gaps that our government must fill in terms of 
upgrading our human resources and making them productive 
and competitive enough. There is a need to produce workforce 
which is skilled and productive and competitive and is enough 
to produce kind knowledge-based products and technology 
developed products. We are in the 4th generation of technolo-
gy where we need to realign our all systems to reap the bene-
fits for the population of Asian region.” 

Dr Jagdish Pokharel shared his views on policy reforms 
for enhancing transit and opportunities in corridor develop-
ment. He said since we assume all players are equal, we can 
assume the partners will benefit from one another. The main 
problem is to deal with power asymmetry effect and the deci-
sions we make. The question here is: does this affect agenda 
setting negotiation in economic agenda or do we have lever-
age on bargaining. 

The other issue to build material consciences is on fair-
ness and justice within the nation and within the region. 
This will bring people of region closer, but this is more the-
oretical rather than practical. Emphasizing the importance 
of corridor development, he said Nepal is working on en-
ergy corridors with India and Bangladesh. Nepal has four 
forces that are affecting their national development, i.e. or-
ganization, migration, young population and technology. He 
said Nepal has now seven provinces, 4000 villages, which 
have reduced to 700 municipalities to sort of rearrange the 
space to understand hierarchy. 

Regional development concept is beyond one road project 
or any sectoral project. It is more of integrated development of 
the region. He said with the help of Asian Development Bank, 
Nepal is developing two national corridors based on the idea 
of connecting outline areas, markets and business centers of 
Asia for exploiting some untapped resources in the region. 

Highlighting the issue of the youth, he said “the problem 
is that our villages are empty, the youth is going to Middle 
East and South East Asia. Four million plus Nepali youths are 
working in Gulf countries and South East Asia”. This situation 
makes investor to think prior to his investment in the region. 
On the issues of connectivity, he said, new governments start 
a project, but the next government, instead of completing it, 
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starts another. He concluded that the concept of CAREC and 
South Asia connectivity lies in policy of taking it seriously. 

 Senator Nouman Wazir Khattak shed light on role that 
political economy can play in developing regional and national 
consensus. He stressed on free trade between borders. He said 
that Pakistan has imported 110 trucks of machinery from In-
dia through Wagah Border. Tensions between borders should 
be reduced if we want to have regional cooperation. There 
should be no travel restrictions between borders. Business-
man himself should decide about opportunities and suitable 
market for himself in the region. Productivity depends upon 
process you pass through and unfortunately, there is no orga-
nization in Pakistan mainly working on this issue. Traveling 
should be made easy to give masses the opportunity to learn 
from regional environment. 

Dr Prabir De said India is working on regional connectivi-
ty and has divided it into five priority bases. First and foremost 
is building synergy with connectivity plans. India is working 
with ASEAN, CAREC, SCO, ECO, GMS and Japan on infrastruc-
tural connectivity plans. 

Closer cooperation with ASEAN Secretariat on connectivity 
is the second priority, for which regular interactions between 
ASEAN and South Asia under the aegis of ACCC are needed to 

review the progress, identify new projects and mitigate the 
challenges. After that, completion of construction of ongoing 
corridors is key step towards regional connectivity. Followed 
by third step are digital connectivity and facilitation of new 
projects.  He concluded on the following points. 

• Variation in volume/value ratio in trade in parts and 
components also calls for stronger transportation, 
preferably overland between India and some South 
Asian countries. 

• For some countries, air transportation would be more 
effective than overland. 

• Connectivity improvement to facilitate value chain 
• Border management coordination and cooperation 

(treat the border as a single unit for trade purpose)
• Economic corridors a step forward. 
• Strengthen and empower the SAARC Secretariat and 

other / new institutions 
• Resume dialogue among South Asian countries on con-

nectivity 
At the end, Senator Khattak said if local investor is reluc-

tant to invest here then hoping for FDI will be of no use. He 
stressed the need to look for local investment, and added that 
the biggest problem in SMEs is electricity. n

By nAgeen SohAIl & rIjA hAfeeZ

Dr Eva Ludi, while talking about pathways to resilience 
as to why they are important in terms of resilience in 
drylands, said that semiarid regions have been iden-

tified in the Collaborative Adaptation Research in Africa and 
Asia (CARIAA) framework as hotspots, where strong climate 
signals and high concentrations of vulnerable people overlap. 
Drylands cover about 40% of Africa and South Asia and are 
home to more than two billion people. Large parts of dryland 
populations face being left behind unless public and private 
investments are targeted strategically towards these areas. 
She added that dry lands will be left behind unless significant 
investment are done in this sector; these dry lands can be used 
to achieve multiple sustainable development goals. PRISE vi-
sion  supports public and private sector actors to enable dry-
lands to become drivers of inclusive, sustainable development 

and climate adaptation in order to support the achievement 
of multiple SDGs to shift the narrative around dryland areas; 
generates new knowledge about how economic development 
in semi-arid regions can be made more equitable and resilient 
to climate impacts; supports decision-makers in local and na-
tional governments, civil society and businesses to strengthen 
their commitment to influencing policy interventions and in-
vestments that create more equitable and resilient economic 
development and transforming the way key decision-makers 
make decisions through deepening their understanding of 
how climate change presents both threats and opportunities 
for economies in semi-arid areas.

Using an innovative methodology like Value Chain Analy-
sis for Resilience in Drylands (VC-ARID), PRISE has identified 
strategies for achieving climate adaptation in sectors rooted 
in dryland areas: the cotton sector of Burkina Faso and Kenya 
and the livestock sector in Senegal, Kenya and Tajikistan. Value 

Avenues for Climate-resilient Development through 
Regional Collaboration

Guest of Honour:	 Mr		Shafqat	Kakakhel,	Former	Ambassador,	and	Chairman,	Board	of	Governors,	SDPI	
Speakers:	 Dr	Eva	Ludi,	PRISE	Principal	Investigator,	Overseas	Development	Institute,	UK	(via	Skype)
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and	Natural	Resources,	Narok	County,	Kenya
	 Ms	Nathalie	Nath,	Overseas	Development	Institute,	UK
	 Dr	Babar	Shahbaz,	Associate	Professor,	University	of	Agriculture,	Faisalabad	
	 Mr	Kashif	Salik,	University	of	South	Hampton,	UK
	 Dr	Kallur	Murali,	International	Development	Research	Centre,	India	(via	Skype)	
Panel Organizers:	 Dr	Imran	Khalid	and	Ms	Samavia	Batool,	SDPI
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chains, which will strengthen countries, identify the relations 
between specific countries. Two core sectors are livestock and 
cotton in selected countries. 

 Dr Eva Ludi stressed the need for enabling vertical and 
horizontal environment for semi-arid and drylands. She added 
that there is a need to have right information, accurate struc-
ture and economy to invest in semi-arid regions. There is also 
a need to have frame adaptation & CRED as a global oppor-
tunity in order to identify the entry points; target investment 
of private and public sector actors in marginal areas and sec-
tors (e.g. arid or mountainous areas, livestock or blue econo-
my sectors); focus public and private sector actors to promote 
sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 
productive employment and decent work for all (SDGs 8, 10, 
5, and 15) and take urgent action to combat climate change 
and its impact collectively (SDG 13 and 17); integrate adapta-
tion into development planning, actively engaging all relevant 
actors.

Through global and regional adaptation planning, identify 
entry points for supporting adaptation and CRED in margin-
alized areas. There is a need to move beyond the UNFCCC to 
other global processes.

To a question that how do PRISE preserve the interests of 
polluters, as they are highly dependent upon them, Dr Ludi 
said that they have not worked directly with the polluters. It is 
a big question that how you reshape or transform value chains 
to be more sustainable and resilient. Working with more ac-
tors in value chains can help become more sustainable and 
value chains simplification. 

Dr Kallur Murali said that today more than 10 institu-
tions look at the issues of glaciers and there are 12 study areas 
across four river basins. 

About carbon emissions impact on Himalayan region, Dr 
Murali, said that we may end up losing 64% of our Himalayan 

glacier volume till 2100 if current rate of carbon emissions is 
not reduced. Climate change is due to global warming. He add-
ed that Himalayan mountains have exclusion from tempera-
ture range than the plain areas. Here 4000 m above, there is a 
change in 0.5ºC more than the global level. Himalayan moun-
tains will face half a degree increment more. In year 2100, 5.5 
degrees will rise if current emissions are kept constant. If we 
have low temperature values, mountains have higher impact 
and worse than the low attitudes.   

Higher the temperature, more will be the runoff because of 
snow melt and monsoon, Himalayan rivers will get more water 
due to snow melt. 

Another issue of Himalayan region is that the heatwaves 
are evident. March till June will be too hot. Soon most of the ar-
eas will have high level of temperature that will be permanent. 
West parts of the Punjab region will have high temperature, 
heatwaves will increase in those areas. Temperature regimes 
will increase in the Punjab, Pakistan. 

He added that policy actions must be addressed, and we 
cannot have air conditioners throughout the country. Roofs 
can be changed to reduce in-door temperature by 5-6 degrees. 
Floods do impact a lot to the economy of any state, so there 
will be deliberate experience of less glacier in those regimes; 
there is going to be 104% increase in national calamities, es-
pecially in floods. There is a need to design structure, take lo-
cal steps where Bangladesh, Pakistan and India need to decide 
future actions. 

Talking about migration as a natural phenomenon, Mr 
Kashif Salik said that migration, a socially embedded pro-
cess, is not a problem rather an opportunity which requires 
immediate policy measures by the government. While dis-
cussing about PRISE projects in Asian region he mentioned 
the names and few details of projects such as, Migration Fu-
tures in Asia and Africa: Climate change and climate-resil-
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ient economic development. 
“We can easily relate migration with Pakistan. Work has 

been conducted on heatwaves, mapped heatwaves and flood 
where areas are more vulnerable. SDPI has come up with sev-
en areas of research where they have highlighted why people 
are moving and how economic development is important.”

Today, he said key challenges are team management and 
development. Currently, we have no time for data manage-
ment. Before and after these issues PRISE is doing things while 
tackling local and international issues. There are different in-
dex approaches based on the interviews, it was observed that 
migration households have more resilience than non-migra-
tions. They plan their future and are more satisfied. Most of 
the women are migrating who are highly affected by climate 
change. Migration is a socially-embedded process, so we can-
not stop it. It is not a problem, it has to be managed. There is 
opportunity of social and human development. The gap in re-
search and polices has to be filled in order to understand that 
migration is not a problem, it is rather an opportunity and a 
solution to many social issues. 

Ms Nathalie Nath appreciated the role of SDPI in engaging 
parliamentarians for managing drylands.  She said that there 
is a need to underpin our vision on PRISE. National, sub na-
tional and global issues are the aspects of research depending 
on our research. Before that, evidence is the one aspect of re-
search, we require more solution approach to policy making, 
creating policy impact through high quality research and en-
gagement with stakeholders is one of the key objectives of the 
PRISE consortium.

Outcome mapping was carried out in order to introduce 
strategies for stakeholders’ identification. Measuring the in-
fluence of policy-oriented research can be tricky because of its 
high unpredictability, slow timelines, incremental and seem-
ingly ‘small’ steps and interactions with actions by other ac-
tors aimed to achieve policy change. There is therefore no one 
size fits all approach. 

PRISE is developing progress markers for government 
agencies and actors which explain what they expect to see, 
what they like to see, and what they love to see. 

Outcome Mapping recognises that we work in a complex 
environment and can be used for multiple purposes that: 

• Creates a shared and long-term vision
• Allows research teams to recognize and appreciate 

smaller changes, which can ultimately lead to changes 
in policy and practice

• Helps build evaluative thinking into our monitoring 
systems

• Combines quantitative and qualitative assessment
• Shows collaborative sense-making and learning

Having an online database means that observations are 
stored at a shared place for everyone to see and review. Uptake 
of a new system or technology can be slow, but requires strong 
participation. Champions within organisations and project 
teams are essential. Time and resources are required from the 
research team and M&E leads to become familiar with the OM 
process, concepts and thinking, etc. This requires motivation 
to learn and improve stakeholder engagement, not just do the 
research as ‘business as usual’. It needs concepts that lie at the 
heart of OM that can be misinterpreted and miscommunicated.

Ms Anne Nairuko Mootian shared as to how she has de-
veloped research-based development by using research ev-
idence and collaboration to inform policy and practice. She 
stressed the need for promoting climate-resilient economic 
development through regional collaboration.

The promulgation of the Constitution of Kenya 2010 paved 
the way for a devolved system of governance in the country. 
This led to the creation of 47 semi-autonomous units called 
county governments each headed by an elected governor. This 
has enhanced accountability, Public Participation, Efficiency 
and Effectiveness, Transparency, Competency, innovation and 
openness to change. Devolution has led to Economic Indepen-
dence for the people of Kenya and awareness campaigns have 
been launched in rural areas.

Recent issues in Narok (Kenya) are over- exploitation, lack 
of regulatory framework and lack of collaboration between 
various actors. There is a need to use research-based evidence 
and collaboration to inform policy and practice.

Narok is a major destination of migrants from other parts 
of Kenya. It is a kind of migration which pits the migrants (of-
ten farmers) against the pastoralists who are indigenous in the 
area. Women are not only the victims of climate change but 
also an effective change agent in terms of increasing household 
and community resilience. Migrant remittances have direct ef-
fects on the resource base, economic well-being and resilience 
of the home community. There are inequality scenarios that 
exist with SALs owing to poorly developed and lack of several 
social amenities such as hospitals and schools.
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Women play a major role in running most SMEs that sup-
port household livelihoods. There is a need to empower wom-
en financially through enhancing friendly access to credit facil-
ities. The County government is providing support to the SMEs 
through training and capacity building, organizing exhibitions 
and building sheds and it is important to promote climate-re-
silient economic development through regional collaboration.

Dr Babar Shahbaz suggested that multispectral policies 
should be implemented to initiate climate change develop-
ment in compliance with every sector.

He stressed the need to find how is prise research fit with 
rural households and how will it be relatable with national 
households. Post disaster rehabilitation is difficult, as majority 
of small enterprises did not get any priority at the household 
levels. For short-term and long-term migration, there must be 
major income opportunities. PRISE supports rural migration 
as it has positive impact on economy of household. 

He stressed the need to have viable financial support and 
training/capacity building package for agricultural risk man-
agement for small enterprises, small land holders and landless 
farmers. We need to document the women`s intensive agricul-
tural labour market, and inclusion of informal agricultural 
labourers into the scope of labour laws is required to ensure 
women working in the agricultural sector and to bring them 

under social security system. Migration must be recognized 
as an effective adaptation strategy. There is a need to develop 
‘National Registration System’ for monitoring rural-urban in-
ternal migration.  Government of Pakistan needs to develop a 
plan to utilize remittances in a more strategic manner.

Mr Shafqat Kakakhel said India and Pakistan must incor-
porate dryland areas management in their regional bilateral 
dialogues. Effects of climate change are cross boarder and 
develop similar effects on both sides. He stressed the need to 
incorporate knowledge-based activities in the policy formula-
tion process.

While explaining the programme area which included dry-
lands, challenges of boasting them in order to enable them for 
the impact of climate change, he said that communities and 
ecosystems should continue to provide services. Anticipated 
and unanticipated risks have to be taken into account. 

A large number of human beings, approximately 40%, are 
living in dryland areas and are affected directly. Many coun-
tries include dryland areas and are affected by climate change. 
This area deserved to be addressed properly. 

What needs to be done is to somehow reduce the negative 
dimensions of migration. New knowledge should be incorpo-
rated, he said. This project is useful for international, national 
and local bodies, he concluded. n

By AnAm QAISAR

Gen. (retd) Zahir Ul Islam said that Silk Road was built 
to establish link between China and Pakistan for the 
promotion of commerce and trade. “Now, we can see its 

revival and more advanced version in the form of Belt Rpad 
Initiative (BRI), which will bring about a bright future for as-
sociated countries.” He said Silk Road opened the door for eco-
nomic corridors, however, mutual corporation is required to 
explore more avenues of economy. 

Mr Zhao Lijian said the idea of corridor for research and de-
velopment is a new concept. BRI encourages cooperation at ev-
ery level whether it is at the level of university-to-university, think 
tanks-to-think thanks, or people-to-people level, he said, adding 
that BRI and CPEC are a great boost for such a cooperation. 

In 2010, Pakistan sent 2000 students to China for study, 
in 2016 the number increased to 22,000 because of BRI and 

knowledge Corridors for Peace and Development 
Across Silk Road

Chair:	 Lt-Gen.	(retd)	Muhammad	Zahir	Ul	Islam,	Chairman,	Center	for	Global	and	Strategic	Studies	(CGSS),	Islamabad
Speakers:	 Mr	Zhao	Lijian,	Deputy	Chief	of	Mission,	Embassy	of	China,	Islamabad
	 Mr	Furkat	A.	Sidiqov,	Representative,	Embassy	of	Uzbekistan
	 Maj.-Gen.	(retd)	Syed	Khalid	Amir	Jaffery	President,	CGSS,	Islamabad
	 Brig.	(retd)	Akhtar	Nawaz	Janjua,	Member,	Advisory	Board,	CGSS,	Islamabad
	 Mr	Changaiz,	Representative	from	Embassy	of	Azerbaijan
	 	Mr	Ashfaq	Ahmed	Gondal,	Senior	Member,	Advisory	Board,	CGSS,	Islamabad
	 Mr.	Shakeel	Ramay,	Chief	Operating	Officer	(COO),	Zalmi	Foundation,	Islamabad	
Panel Organizers:	 Mr	Shakeel	Ramay,	Zalmi	Foundation,	Islamabad.	Mr	Waqar	Ahmed	and	Ms	Aswah	Munib,	SDPI



0034Research & News Bulletin

CPEC. South Korea has established links with China and in 
2016 South Korea sent 67,000 students for learning. The 
number of students from Pakistan is greater as compared 
to India. Pakistan is ranked 5th in terms of students in Chi-
na. From UK and US, a much less number of students come 
to China, i.e. 16,000 and 5,000 respectively. China is giving 
a largest number of scholarships to Pakistani students. In 
2016, it were 5000, but in 2017 the total number of schol-
arships was 7,000.

He said a lot of Chinese students are also studying mainly 
in two universities of Pakistan, i.e. International Islamic Uni-
versity, Islamabad and National University of Modern Lan-
guages, Islamabad. Moreover, he said, there is a huge demand 
of Chinese language teachers in Pakistan.  We have published 
Chinese-Urdu dictionary as well. Chinese universities and 
think tanks are establishing Pakistan Study Centers in China 
focusing mainly on CPEC.

Another important step taken by China to promote mu-
tual cooperation between two countries is the establishment 
of business universities alliance which are 10 in number. In 
order to promote vocational education in Pakistan, Chinese 
vocational training centers are being built here. He suggested 
that Pakistani think tanks need to focus on CPEC and BRI in 
order to help promote exchange and cooperation between the 
two countries.

Mr Furkat A. Sidiqov stressed the need to know more 
about each other at government-to-government and peo-
ple-to-people level. He said that Samarkand is situated at 
the heart of Silk Road. Both Pakistan and Uzbekistan have a 

lot of potential to do more in education. A university 
of Uzbekistan has the oldest Urdu Department, which 
is 48-year old. He said that there is a new department 
of Urdu at Foreign Affairs Ministry as well as there is 
a unique library having more than 5,000 Urdu books.  
He said different steps taken by Uzbek government 
in this connection include publication of Uzbek-Urdu 
dictionary. Both the languages share more than 5000 
same words.

He added that Uzbek government can offer Pakistani 
students to come to Uzbekistan to learn in the field of 
agricultural and we would also like to sign an agreement 
for exchange programmes. We would also like to invite 
faculty there. He added that Uzbek students should also 
come to Pakistan. He further said that cultural exchange 
is very important in order to make relations strong at 
people-to-people level. He said that there should be 
some kind of social media programmes in order to pro-
mote the image of Pakistan. Talking about Sustainable 
Development Conference, he said that there is a need for 
more such conferences. 

Maj.-Gen.  (retd) Syed Khalid Amir Jaffery said 
that from Middle East to Europe, Muslim scholars have 
given their expertise to the west. He added that Mul-
tan (Pakistan) shares important knowledge corridors. 
Talking about bilateral relations, he said, that most 
important relations that need special attention are at 
student-to-student and people-to-people level. He sug-
gested that Chinese students need to learn English and 
Pakistanis should expand their mental horizons. 

Brig. (retd). Akhtar Nawaz Janjua said that medi-
um of interaction is very important. CPEC is a flagship 

project of BRI. He said that world is shrinking, so there is a 
need to share the knowledge to remove those irritants, which 
are causing friction in this regard. He paid thanks to SDPI for 
arranging such a valuable conference. 

Mr Changaiz emphasized on the relations among central 
Asian countries. He said economy and education-based relations 
are missing. There must be the students exchange programmes 
among countries. He said that there is a need to make connec-
tivity in terms of transport. Azerbaijan is the part of North-South 
corridor, so we are thinking to connect with CPEC. 

Mr Ashfaq Ahmed Gondal said that knowledge cannot 
be retained, it has to spread. Government-to-government and 
people-to-people contacts are very important in order to know 
each other through education and cultural exchange. People 
transfer the knowledge of their society wherever they go. In 
order to share and transfer the knowledge, there must exist a 
knowledge corridor. Capacity building is also required. In Pa-
kistan, successive governments are not working on research 
areas. It is important to focus on sharing of research-based 
knowledge. Unless we know each other, it’s not possible to 
sit and discuss our issues. We need to know what others will 
think of our progress if we extend a hand of cooperation to-
wards them, he said. 

Mr Shakeel Ramay said that for knowledge sharing we 
need to have an open mind-set and give freedom to people. He 
suggested that we must follow the principles of Liberal Econo-
my in order to produce indigenous knowledge. Discussing the 
importance of logic creation, he said that logic is the key to 
indigenous knowledge. n
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By nImRA ASHFAQ

Mr Zubair Tufail said the public sector of Pakistan is un-
able to avail business opportunities in central Asian 
states due to lack of networking with them. As these 

countries are rich in natural resources like coal, oil, cotton 
and hydrocarbons, American companies are controlling their 
economy by doing trade with them. He highlighted that the to-
tal population of this region is 80 million and their trade is 
$185 billion. If we want to increase our trade through these 
countries then we have to improve our banking channels. The 
Turkish and Italian companies had been getting projects there 
because of their good work. They are very rich in coal but we 
are unable to import because of barriers. Cotton could be im-
ported by these republics and in return we can export textile. 

Mr Zahid Latif said that CPEC is a mega project and is actu-

ally part of the Belt and Road Initiative project which is being 
run in central Asia and south East Asia. This project will help 
develop trade linkages with different regions in the subconti-
nent. He said that Asian countries are rich in natural resources 
like coal, hydrocarbons, etc. and by exporting these resources, 
they can develop trade relations with other countries. Central 
Asian Republics are bringing about reforms so that business 
sector can be improved. Some projects are specific for food 
safety initiated by the Republics. He concluded that we need 
to have direct contact with these republics by launching direct 
flights and a good banking system there to boost economic 
growth. We had social, economic, and religious connections 
with these countries but after independence, we were not able 
to maintain those relations. Pakistan did not prioritize this 
region in its foreign policy. As a result, Pakistan did not avail 
business opportunities in these regions. Now RCCIS had been 

Readiness of Private Sector to tap in Business 
opportunities in Central Asian Region

Chair:	 Dr	Ashfaque	Hassan	Khan,	Professor,	National	University	of	Science	and	Technology,	Islamabad
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trying to improve business opportu-
nities in Central Asian Republics. He 
also said that CPEC would not favour 
Pakistan too much unless CPEC is con-
nected with Central Asian Republics.

Rana Afzal Khan said that he had 
the opportunity to attend a NATO 
conference in Kyrgyzstan where 300-
400 medical students were studying 
and they also established business-
es there. He said that Dr Ashfaque 
has correctly pointed out language 
as barrier. In 2014, the government 
of Punjab decided to send 200 stu-
dents to Chinese universities to study 
Chinese language. He continued that 
he had visited China six months ago 
and came across some of those stu-
dents who had been graduated and 
developed businesses in those states.  
When we would go to the central 
Asian republics, we should be able to 
secure our capital, so when that per-
son had come back to his own coun-
try, he did not come back with clean 
hands. We should have knowledge 
about the laws of that country so 
that people might be aware of their 
rights. Our embassies should be able 
to help the traders, businessmen and 
investors in other countries. Uzbeki-
stan had sent a very dynamic ambas-
sador to Pakistan, who had started 
two flights a month from Lahore to 
Uzbekistan. Owing to this, tourist 
activity had been started between 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan. Cotton had 
been transported from Uzbekistan via 
Afghanistan to Pakistan. So private 
sector is taking risk and chances to 
bring in cotton within Pakistan. By ex-
porting cotton, a linkage is developed 
between Pakistan and Uzbekistan be-
cause Pakistan has expertise in tex-
tile. Tourism would be the soft corridor to open the doors. The 
government should facilitate Pakistanis to invest there. CASA-
1000 had been an important linkage between us, so we have 
to overcome the barriers between us to facilitate the private 
sector.

Mr Imtiaz Gul raised a question that when we talk about 
business in central Asian republics –are we talking about real-
ity or not? He said that we have to be very realistic about this. 
He pointed out that religion, system, bureaucracy and politics 
are major factors in determining this issue. He said that the 
ministries of finance and commerce are more important than 
the ministry of energy. They had been directed to solve the 
matters of private sector. He said that if a truck full of goods 
started journey from Karachi then there would be huge hur-
dles to reach Central Asian Republic and this had been leaded 
to corruption because the traders will go for short route by 
offering illegal money. So the solution is tax reforms of min-

istry of finance. He said that in trade the truck goes from Pa-
kistan to Afghanistan and is off loaded there to Afghan truck 
which them move to Tajikistan and is off loaded to Tajikistan 
truck, so it is continuously adding too much cost so we need an 
un-interrupted movement of cargo from Pakistan to Tajikistan. 
Policy procedures must be simplified and transparent. We are 
in a dispute with Afghanistan since the past 30-40 years so we 
need a proper agreement of trade with these regions. Geopoli-
tics is also a causal factor in these areas. He concluded that we 
have to introduce reforms with the help of bureaucracy.

Dr Ashfaque Hassan who said that he attended a confer-
ence on New Globalization in China, which referred to Belt and 
Road Initiative. He said that CPEC is important for Pakistan, 
so India is keeping an eye on it so that it would make Paki-
stan unable to use this corridor. As far as infrastructure is con-
cerned, nothing is difficult for China. Language is a barrier but 
this barrier is also there for Indians but still Indians are doing 
trade with them. India had been sending its citizens to China 
to learn Chinese language. The most important issue is “peace 



0037 Research & News Bulletin

and stability” in Afghanistan and it is more important for Pa-
kistan than Afghanistan. China is interested in linking CPEC 
with Central Asian Republics as well as Iran. We can do trade 
with Afghanistan and the republics through Gwadar. There is 
an enormous potential in this region. There had been a trade 
volume of $70 billion between China and India. Iran had a $ 60 
billion trade with China and wanted to take it to $600 billion, 
but it would be possible if Iran joins CPEC. He concluded that 
CPEC would be national alliance for Pakistan, China, Central 
Asian Republic, Iran, etc.

Dr Jahangir Achakzai while discussing his Gravity Mod-
el said that there is a huge potential in Central Asia, and ECO 
region contains 10 countries, namely Iran, Afghanistan, Paki-
stan, Turkey and six Central Asian states. He said that Pakistan 
can show his potential in ECO region by using the past 10-year 
data to predict the future.

About the Role of International Trade, he said that it works 
as an engine of growth; on the one hand, it promotes growth 
through cooperative environment and on the other it is a 
source of generation. Furthermore, it works as a transmission 
belt for the transfer of benefits of industrialization and mod-
ern technology from developed to the developing countries.

About Protectionist Policies by Developed World, he said 
that USA and Europe are adopting protectionist policies 
against the export of developing countries. The enhancement 
of mutual trade among developing countries appears to be 
best alternative. Developing countries must enhance regional 
trade among themselves. There is a significant revival of re-
gionalism in the world. New regional blogs have been formed 
and the countries which formed them are reaping the benefits 
of trade. First regional blog was invented in 1957 by Europe-
an Union. Their intra regional trade is 65% and in this part of 
world we are less than 5%.

He posed the question why is trade in ECO region is less and 
said: “Because of supply constraints or resource constraints or 
foreign aid or import duties of tariff and non-tariff barriers.” 

He said there are non-tariff and unexplored potentialities in 
ECO region. The objective of this model is to tap that potential.

Regarding Gravity Model of Bilateral trade, he said that the 
trade between two countries is proportional to the product of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and inversely proportional to the 
distance between them. If they have more GDP, they are trading 
more. If they are distant from each other, they will be trading less 
due to transportation. He said that there are two variables in this 
model 1) boarder 2) language. He said if the countries share these 
two variables then there is more trade between them.

About trade between countries in the region. He said that 
the potential between Pakistan and Afghanistan trade is 97%, 
with Turkey 112% and with Iran 10%. But now Pakistan is 
trading 1% with Iran because Iran has more tariff and also due 
to political problems though they share a boarder and the 9% 
which is lost is shared by India. He concluded that red-tap is 
an obstacle in trade; if we overcome that obstacle, we can en-
hance our potential of trading.

To a question about the role of technology in accessing 
Central Asia and how we can improve and overcome the bar-
riers coming in the way of trade with Central Asian countries, 
the speakers said that the problem of barriers depends upon 
the size and type of business. Big companies can overcome 
these barriers, the real challenge is for the small companies. 
In this respect, government and embassies should facilitate us 
and also it can be overcome by tourism. In short, we are not 
trading in a professional way. Our businessmen and govern-
ment are not as competitive as other country’s businessmen 
and government; we should improve it, export more and make 
our industrial zone operational.

Mr Shakeel Ramay said that doing business in Central 
Asian Republics is difficult, therefore, the government must 
take necessary steps in this regard. One strategy is to meet 
other people by developing relations with them. He said our 
finance minister can negotiate with the government to solve 
this matter. n

By SyeD mUjeeB-Ur-rehmAn

Robert Beyer while comparing South Asia’s fiscal bal-
ance forecast 2018 with other regions of the world, said 
that South Asia’s fiscal balance is uncomfortably large, 

which is a matter of concern for the region as whole and indi-

vidual states as well. He said public debt is reaching high lev-
els in South Asian countries and Pakistan is placed 3rd with 
more than 70% of GDP in terms of government debt forecast. 
He mentioned three types of patterns that affect a country in 
this region, which are:

1. Limited Room for Maneuver

Fiscal Policies in South Asia: why is Revenue 
mobilization So Challenging? 

Chair:	 Barrister	Hammad	Azhar,	Minister	of	State	for	Revenue,	Government	of	Pakistan	
Special Remarks:	 Dr	Dushni	Weerakon,	Executive	Director,	Institute	of	Policy	Studies,	Sri	Lanka
	 Dr	Hamza	Malik,	Direcot,	Macroeconomic	Policy	and	Finnancing	for	Development	Division,UNESCAP,	Thailand
Speakers:	 Dr	Ashfaq	Ahmed,	Chief	(International	Taxes),	Federal	Bureau	of	Revenue,	Islamabad
	 Mr	Robert	Beyer,	World	Bank,	Washington,	DC.	Engr.	Ahad	Nazir,	SDPI.	
	 Mr	Hammad	Siddiqui,	Country	Director,	Centre	for	International	Private	Enterprise
Panel Organizers:	 Dr	Vaqar	Ahmed,	SDPI	and	Mr	Ahad	Nazir,	SDPI
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2. Amplification of Boom-and-Bust Cycle
3. A Build-up of Liabilities
He said the tax revenues across South Asia responds posi-

tively to economic growth and level of public expenditure also 
rises with that.

Dr Muhammad Ashfaq Ahmed presented a case study of 
Large Taxpayer Unit (LTU) Islamabad. Sharing a brief history 
of tax reforms in Pakistan with the audience, he compared LTU 
Islamabad with LTU Karachi and LTU Lahore. He said the per-
formance of LTU Islamabad is far below than its real potential. 
Doing a comparison between functional and operational ca-
pacities, he concluded: 

• There is an absence of political ownership & donor 
oversight that resulted in resource depletion

• Most reform prongs reversed & abandoned before 
completion

• LTU-Islamabad’s static performance is explainable 
• Ability to generate greater revenue per case never 

spotted and optimized.
• Tax reform initiatives have no chance of succeeding if 

political ownership dissipates mid-stream.
• Donor-driven reforms do require continued do-

nor-oversight & monitoring
• Time may be ripe for a bottom-up reforms approach.
Dr Ashfaq said reforms is a time taking process and it brings 

progressive improvement in the system and is entirely differ-
ent from revolution. In Pakistan, the tax reforms programme 
was launched in 2014 by SDPI but it took us three years to 
make it a known word for all stakeholders. Tax reforms cannot 
be effective if all stakeholders (i.e. FBR, government, research 
institutes, private sector) are not included. Public-Private di-
alogue is the best way to define reforms. The major problems 
we were facing are:

• Tax to GDP ratio is very low
• High Indirect Taxes
• Slow Processes
• Donor-driven programmes do not include Cost Benefit 

Analysis
• Tax reforms are not written in layman’s language
Engr. Ahad Nazir said in other regions of the world, Struc-

tured Iterative Process is used for tax reforms and SDPI has 

tailored that process for Pakistan. It is then presented to all 
the political parties in the country who appreciated the efforts 
of SDPI and included most of the reforms in their party man-
ifestos. 

Dr Dushni Weerakon said in South Asia there are sever-
al problems that need to be looked after. High debt is not the 
only problem we have in this region, but the composition of 
debt is changing. She said countries in this region were mostly 
known for their agriculture and farm products but now they 
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are turning into service-oriented countries. “Our governments 
think that taking loans is easier than generating revenues,” he 
said, adding that the approach of spending more when we are 
generating more is outdated and we should save in good times 
to use in bad times. Countries that are generating more reve-
nues do the same to survive with taking loan from anywhere.

Dr Hamza Malik started his discussion with the following 
key points.

• Public expenditure effectiveness is the basic driver of 
tax morale of people.

• Narrative of fiscal policy needs to be changed.
• Way to improve tax morale is not to improve tax reve-

nue by increasing tax.
He said economic growth is essential for revenue mobi-

lization and it is only possible when government focuses on 
good governance. “Improvement in governance system is 
the key to improve tax morale of people. Citizens are more 
likely to pay taxes when they have trust on government or 
governance system.” He added that people should get direct 
benefit from the taxes they are paying. “Spending public 
money missiles is not going to increase tax revenue. To mo-
bilize revenue and to increase the amount of taxes collected 
we need to change the approach. Mainstream approach of 
focusing on tax is not going to work. People need motivation 
to pay taxes.” He said the narrative of austerity (taken by the 

government) is not going to work.
Barrister Hammad Azhar said the government is using 

narrative of austerity for various reasons; it is a symbolic nar-
rative and aims to build trust among people that the money 
they are paying in the form of taxes is not misused. This will 
eventually build the tax morale among people. He said that 
there is a drastic increase in our imports while exports are de-
creasing due to which the country is facing balance of trade 
deficit. We are making some unpopular decisions that will 
hurt the people of Pakistan for a short period of time but they 
are in favour of the country in the long- term. “We are reform-
ing the tax collection authority and trying to improve their bad 
reputation they have gathered in many years in the past due to 
poor tax policies and indirect taxes. 

We are fixing the tax administration and are improving the 
provincial structure for tax collection.” Provinces will be mo-
tivated and incentivized for better tax collection, he said, add-
ing that   economic growth is our main focus and revenue is a 
byproduct of economic growth. “We are utilizing technology 
to increase transparency in the system. Use of technology will 
fill in the gaps and loopholes in the system. “We are upgrading 
PRAL data base management system, and by this data will be 
connected from different departments/agencies. In coming 
years FBR will be the technologically upgraded institute in the 
country. n

By mUhAmmAD AAlAShAn 

Dr Nagesh Kumar said the session would circle around 
the development of trade in South Asia. Before indepen-
dence, he said, South Asia was very well routed, but now 

the transport routes have been disconnected. Total integrational 
trade of South Asia is 5 to 6 %. Cost of joint trade with South Asia 
is more than the trade with America because of the poor trans-
port. Some positive initiatives are taken by UNESCAP to improve 
transport connectivity. UNESCAP is working on improving and 
signaling treaties. Dryports should be connected with each oth-
er. UNESCAP is dealing with corridors and transports.  But some 
Asian highways route maps are not really moving forward. South 
Asian office which is opened in Delhi is addressing and planning 
the feasibility of transportation. 

In reply to a question, he said that when some people have 
interests, they become friends. We cannot initiate any such pro-
gram with Afghanistan which is 80 % controlled by terrorists. 

Mr Joseph George said that transport cost for trading with 
India is double than the transport cost for trading with Sub-
Asian countries. We have the responsibility to increase the 
trade routes in other parts. Six years ago, only 7 routes were 
available in China and now there are 6,000 routes. We have 
India and Pakistan agreements for transport and trade. We 
want to get best of each other in terms of three aspects trans-
portation, infrastructure and corridor designing. Route from 
Columbo to Karachi will help maritime routes. Any segment 
of it has one type of link with the infrastructure of transporta-
tion. UNESCAP provides layout for multi-route network. 50% 
of stock company is needed for railways transport, it allows us 

Connecting for trade and Development: Issues and 
Prospects of land transport, Corridors of South Asia
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to modernize our trade movement. Both the dryports 
and trade reforms are needed. 

Ms Husan Bano Burki said that our work is help-
ing to reduce transport cost for trade.  She said 5% of 
regional trade is from within the South Asia, 60% is 
with Europe, 35% is with East Asia.  For land-locked 
countries, the trade cost increases. Distress, obstacles, 
different standards, absence of regional value chain in 
the trade makes the situation worse. We should justi-
fy the huge investment for improving trades. Before the 
investment we need a market, and agreement. Once we 
have the corridor, we need to allow transport of goods 
with a reliable manner. For Pakistan we have 16 customs, 
post 8 are inactive. So, we have alot of trade with Iran. We 
need to have trust rather than the political differences. 

Dr Paras Kharel said that transit is the sole of 
trade. In South Asia the transit agreement are bilater-
al, we need new multilateral transit agreements here.  
Sub and regional agreements would save from vague 
bilateral agreements. Technology should be provided 
in tracking. Land-locked countries want to diversify its 
trade. We need funding for project development. 

Mr Nazir Kabiri said that Afghanistan is going to 
trade with South Asian countries which are rich in 
untapped natural resources. We want to utilize CPEC, 
and want saffron trade with India and Bangladesh to 
increase our trade volume by 44%, which is open for 
transport and connectivity. 

Dr Guntur Sugiyarto, while highlighting the geostra-
tegic importance of Pakistan, said that Pakistan holds 
the key to development for the landlocked countries by 
providing them access to Gwadar sea. Central Asian coun-
tries are pinning hopes with Pakistan. One Belt, One Road 
Initiative is a way forward in this connection. Pakistan 
must ensure the transport corridor by China, and it can 
be transformed into economic corridor. 
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Mr Bipul Chatterjee South Asia has been least integrated 
for the last 25 years. The potential of World Bank to invest in 
trade of Pakistan and India is $38 billion, which is 7 to 8% of 
our total trade through which our trade corridor can improve. 
We need to develop trust and people-to-people contacts to 
have more development. Much more initiatives in trade are 
needed. We can talk about trade corridors without political 
agreements. 70% of goods, which are produced in South Asian 
North Western countries are traded by Bangladesh. Nepal is 
interested in inland water transport with India. Monava rail-
ways border helps million of people in trade which is benefi-
cial for most of the people of Pakistan, and this is how politi-

cians think.
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed said that we welcome India and 

Russia  to join CPEC. By 25th December, 2018 we may get ML-
1, ML-2 and ML-3 routes which are 1600km long from Gwadar 
to Karachi. Trust is the fundamental factor in establishing mu-
tual relations. We have the best railway tracks in Khokra Paar. 
While highlighting the geostrategic importance of the region, 
he posed a question should we connect South Asia through 
railways? Afghanistan is not safe and 80% of it is controlled 
by Taliban. Anyone, who wants to come to Pakistan, we would 
welcome him. Without railways we cannot improve our econ-
omy, he added. n

By nAgeen SohAIl & hIBA jAvAID 

The session focused on the contribution, barriers, and 
impact of health of oceans and marine life in sustaining 
the economy of a country. Blue economy is the back-

bone of marine economy. 
Dr Imran Khalid outlined that the session will focus on the 

blue spaces, oceans and the economy concerned. He said that 

only 7 per cent of the oceans has been explored. Elaborated 
definition of the blue economy is “the use of the sea and its re-
sources for sustainable economic development, it refers to any 
economic activity in maritime sector.” He highlighted several 
threats posed to the economies due to unregulated dumping 
of industrial waste in to the oceans. 

Dr Fet Deng raised question about the sustainability of 
blue economy of fragile marine ecosystems. She said that eco-

Blue Economy in South Asia: Prospects for Cooperation
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nomic and environmental aspects of human activi-
ties should be considered to promote sustainable 
development in the region. Fisheries carry the po-
tential to meet our growing economic and nutrient 
demands. She suggested taking strategic measures 
to design explicit plan for gender and environmental 
issues to ensure inclusive growth in the region. 

Talking about Pakistan, Ms Deng said that Pa-
kistan can achieve more human capital, economic 
and inclusive growth, better jobs and conserved en-
vironment by introducing structured reforms in its 
policies and innovative financial investment in blue 
economy. She suggested widening the scope of blue 
economy to harness the potential of 22-25% labour 
women in Pakistan. She accentuated to sensitize 
common people about gender and environment at 
public and private level.  

Dr Pawan Patel focused on finding the potential 
of integrated ocean and land economy for ensuring 
sustainable development in the country. He initiated 
his discussion by focusing on the accurate definition 
and scope of blue economy to outline the objective 
of sustainable development of ocean economy. He 
said marine resources should be valued as this car-
bon sequestration in oceans is five times more than 
forests. We need to value the social, environmental 
and economical services of oceans and marine lives 
to sustain them in future, he added. 

Discussing the health benefits and eco advance-
ment of the oceans and coral reefs, Dr. Patel said 
that oceans are the direct source of oxygen and valu-
able drugs which are used in the treatment of HIV 
and AIDS. He highlighted t that oceanic economy 
revolves around US$1.5 trillion and they carry the 
potential to generate numerous jobs for the youth. 
He said that blue spaces are an ideal platform to im-
prove trade relations between South Asian countries. Refer-
ring to the diversity of the oceans and nautical boundaries, Dr 
Patel said that oceans are the symbol of peace between coun-
tries. He emphasized to incorporate behavioral change and 
investments in this sector. He said that we live in the world 
of competition and cooperation, but the reality is that living 
in cooperation will help address the sustainable use of spaces 
which have not been explored.  

While answering a question about ecotourism in marine 
spaces, Dr Patel said that externalities in the form of effluent 
discharge hinder the sustainable growth and profit genera-
tion from these areas. Referring to the impact of over fishing 
in Pakistan, Dr Patel said that economic modeling of fisheries 
in Pakistan highlights the lack of adequate policy measures to 
impose regulations over fishing companies. 

Dr Amitabh Kundu focused on the direct and indirect 
linkages of integrated development related to blue economy in 
the region. he emphasized to develop a common narrative and 
action plan to protect marine resources of South Asia. Refer-
ring to the depreciation of natural assets and methodologies 
available for different types of blue and green economies, he 
said that concept of blue economy questions the type of de-
velopment we want to achieve. He stressed the need to for-
mulate and revise polices to address climate change to ensure 
health of the oceans. For improving GDP by four times, he said 

that we need to redesign the activities and exclusive economic 
zones of marine areas by investing in low carbon technology. 
He also suggested initiating discourse on inequalities between 
countries at regional level to protect sustainability and inclu-
sivity of the countries. 

Mr Muhammad Abbas Hassan focused on the marine re-
sources in Karachi. About ports in Sindh, he said that despite 
technological upgradation and high contribution to GDP, we 
have choked out ports by dumping 472 million tonnes of sew-
age each day at Karahi port. This activity has already extinct 
200 marine species while 2000 are endangered.    

 To a question about the alarming situation of health and 
hygiene of coastal areas, Mr. Hassan said that three South 
Asian countries depend upon ship-breaking for revenue gen-
eration however, it is net negative. He suggested South Asian 
countries to take collaborative measures to develop coastal 
communities so that impacts of point source pollution can be 
reduced. He cited the examples of fast-growing marine tour-
ism in Bangladesh and said that this sector is still unexplored 
in Pakistan. He also suggested introducing water sports at 
beautiful beaches of Makran.  

Mr Hassan suggested the policy makers to formulate ma-
rine policies in compliance with international law of the sea. 
He suggested taking integrated approach while formulating 
maritime policy in Pakistan. To a question about Exclusive 
Economic Zones, he said that countries must respect sover-
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Role of media in Building knowledge Corridors for 
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eignty of their adjacent countries while keeping geographical 
boundaries under consideration.   

Dr Saira Ahmed stressed the need for interdisciplinary 
research and development in blue economy. Quoting a study 
conducted on the provincial allocation of Indus river water to 
the provinces, she said that we are bankrupt about the econ-
omy of environment and require immediate steps to cater for 
this situation. She emphasized to value blue spaces in Pakistan 
as they are the future job hubs of the country. 

She suggested the federal and provincial governments to 

formulate a maritime policy incorporating freshwater gener-
ation, budget allocation, food processing and other forms of 
waste management in regulatory laws. She also suggested 
building the concept of “sis-ports” under South Asian Associ-
ation for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). She also suggested 
promoting transregional laws to promote interregional eco-
nomic efficiency and peace in the region. She said avenues for 
public private partnership and leasing opportunities should 
be opened up to maximize revenue generation and material 
provision from blue spaces in the country. n

By rAjA TAImUr hASSAn AnD  
FARZAnA yASmeen

In his welcome remarks, Dr Abid Suleri said that media’s 
role is critical in disseminating research at a large scale. Re-
search is not done, if not published, and this is the area where 
importance of media lies, he added. He said that media report-
ing on issues around sustainable development is crucial for 
raising awareness among stakeholders. Stressing the need for 
building knowledge corridor and enhance connectivity in the 
South Asia region, he said that despite having plenty of knowl-
edge, we are failing to capitalize on it.  “We have common his-

tory; common knowledge and similar cultural values that can 
be capitalized.” To achieve the true objective of sustainable de-
velopment, there is a need to ensure that all political parties 
are on the same page, he suggested.

Dr Shafqat Munir said that SDPI’s partnership with media 
is beyond reporting seminars and conferences. He said that we 
have partnership with media to develop the research capaci-
ty of journalists, imparting them trainings on sensitive media 
reporting such as gender and conflict issues. This Journalism 
Award, he said, is an effort to honour the journalists, who re-
port on issues around sustainable development. 

Mr Shakeel Ahmad Ramay said that his foundation al-

Journalism Awards2nd Dinner Plenary
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ways promoted empowerment through various programmes in dif-
ferent walks of life. He said that this venture in collaboration with 
SDPI aims to encourage and empower journalists, who report on is-
sues of public concerns.

Mr M. Ziauddin said that social media is exploiting the informa-
tion, where the quality of information is being compromised due to 
growing trend of fake news. He said that social media is gaining more 
space and our newspapers and broadcast media are simultaneously 
disappearing.  

Ms Moneeza Hashmi said that 60 per cent of our population, 
which falls below the age of 30, spends most of their time on internet 
which is the biggest source of information. “We have to educate our 
youth on responsible usage of internet space,” she said, adding that 
according to Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority (PEM-
RA) rule, it is the responsibility of every single channel to show public 
content under Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), but no one is 
abiding by this rule. She stressed the need to develop capacity of the 
media and journalists around the sensitivity of social issues. 

Mr Naeem ul Haque said that electronic media in the country has 
become a strong medium of expression and evolved as more vibrant in 
the past decade. He said the country is facing serious social, political and 
economic crises whereas research institutions like SDPI and others have 
played a key role in making the complex issues comprehensible. “The 
researches produced by SDPI not only helped researchers, economic 
experts, students, and journalists but also important for cabinet mem-
bers, who share great responsibilities on their shoulders,” he remarked. 
He said that journalists’ criticism over the government policies, conduct 
and initiatives helps in realizing its mistakes and mitigating loopholes 
in policy making and conduct. “There are 100 million registered voters 
in the country, where media anchors have direct impact on the minds of 
general public through a single talk show,” he said.

While commenting on social media evolution, he said that on 
the one hand it (social media) has been employed for propagan-
da against public institutions and government as a negative tool 
while on the other hand social media provides great political lead-
ers to communicate their message to the world. “Journalists take 
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lots of pains in disseminating information among the mass-
es in tumultuous circumstances,” he added. He said that it is 
the responsibility of the journalists to do research and ev-
idence-based reporting, which in turn would help educate 
voters to take right decision or choice. He said that his gov-
ernment is always ready to review its position and correct 
its course, when journalists point out our mistakes based 
on evidences.  “I pay tributes to all those journalists who 
report dedicatedly on social issues which is an important 
contribution towards a prosperous future,” he added. 

At the end of second Journalism Award Plenary titled: “Role 
of Media in Building Knowledge Corridors for Sustainable De-
velopment”, SDPI in collaboration with Zalmi Foundation con-
ferred two Lifetime Achievement Awards to veteran media 
persons, Mr M. Ziauddin and Ms Moneeza Hashmi in recogni-
tion to their years-long contributions to media industry. Sim-
ilarly, four journalists (both from print and electronic media) 
were selected for the 2nd Sustainable Development Journal-
ism Awards 2018 for their best news stories on issues around 
sustainable development.  The winners included: Adeel Saeed, 

APP; Fareeha Fatima, ARY News; Abid Ali, Samaa TV; and Erum 
Yawer, Daily Times. Two runners-up included: Syed Muham-
mad Abubakar, Freelance Journalist; and Islam Gul Afridi, daily 
Akhbar-e-Khyber’s North Star (Sunday Magazine). n

Harnessing the Potential of Agriculture Value 
Chains in South Asia

Guest of Honor:	 Dr	Pervez	Tahir,	Chairman,	Board	of	Directors,	The	Bank	of	Punjab
Special Remarks:	 Dr	Iqrar	Ahmed,	Chief	of	Party,	UN	Center	for	Food	Security,	University	of	Agriculture	Faisalabad
Speakers:	 Mr	Gonzalo	Varela,	Trade	Economist,	World	Bank
	 Dr	Usman	Mustafa,	Chief	of	Project	Evaluation,	PIDE
	 Ms	Rubina	Ather,	Senior	Member,	National	Tarif	Commission
	 Mr	Zuber	Ahmed	Malik,	Member,	Executive	Committee	of	SAARC,	Chambers	of	Commerce
	 Dr	Porsh	Raj	Pandey,	Chairman,	South	Watch	on	Trade	Economics	and	Env.	
Panel Organizers:	 	Mr	Asif	Javed	and	Mr	Syed	Shujaat	Ahmed,	SDPI

By mOSSARAt nOSHeen

Dr Pervez Tahir declared taxation as the obstacle in 
the way of value chain creation. Quoting an example, 
where once the export of a certain product increased, 

the departments concerned decided that it must be treated at 
par with industry and slapped similar taxes as on industry, but 
refused similar remissions. 

Dr Iqrar Ahmed emphasized on diversification of food 
crops to enhance competitiveness. He highlighted that nearly 
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80 commodities have a higher movement. He gave the example 
of kinnu (oranges), where value chain exists due to investment 
from private sector. Shedding light on the effects of policies, he 
recalled the decision to import tomatoes from India two years 
ago. It led to the local farmer abandoning the crop, therefore, 
to support the local farmer the government put a cap on the 
import. He said if a greater regional strategic framework is laid 
out, it would help develop the regional value chain.

Mr Gonzalo Varela said that agriculture models are the 
important source of investment, innovation and productivity. 
Agriculture attracts the highest innovation and investment in 
South America where there is a high agricultural integration, 
however it was not being incorporated into export. Both in 
Pakistan and South America, the export integration is much 
lower than other parts of the world. Technology adoption, 
foreign direct investment, innovation and trade determine 
the value chain in a region. He gave the example of Uruguay, 
where technological import from Argentina was a key source 
of growth. However, he said, the absence of technological im-
port and innovation does not happen in South America, which 
is dragging growth. He remarked that the trade cost in South 
America is very high, particularly the cost of crossing borders. 
Policy tools must be employed to facilitate the farmers, and 
information must be shared to guide them towards new mar-
kets. Small landholders should be facilitated to adopt technol-
ogy and use intelligent irrigation via sufficient funding and 
knowledge sharing. He concluded that the low import content 
in South America is caused by low FDI, high tariffs and huge 
import duties.

He suggested that to boost competitiveness in agriculture, 
a competitiveness in services, research and development, and 
market specialists need to be promoted. He further suggested 
that to address the trade cost and sanitary and phytosanitary 
issues, we must emphasize on technology transfer and infor-
mation sharing between regional countries. He recommended 
the capacity development of farmers by technology integra-
tion, credit provision, and input supplying. 

Dr Usman Mustafa said that South Asia has poor region-
al connectivity. Had it been otherwise, the lax SPS restrictions 
would have prompted higher import and export in the region. 
He said that agriculture has huge potential not only in terms 
of productivity but also for poverty eradication.  He pointed 
out that political economy remains the greatest hurdle, result-
ing in high cost of intraregional trade, poor supply capacity, 

limited trade between countries like India and Pakistan. He 
also blamed the lack of diversification of export basket and 
implementation of non-tariff barriers for the protection of lo-
cal farmers. He emphasized on the importance of better un-
derstanding and communication between India and Pakistan. 
With nearly similar socio-economic conditions, if the existing 
trade between the two countries is regularized, it would result 
in competitiveness and offer bargaining power. Higher com-
petitivity would bring down the cost of production and attract 
FDI. Lack of communication and political economy are hold-
ing back the regional agricultural value chain. He suggested to 
the planning commission to do rural transformation to help 
reduce poverty, look after the environment, gender disparity, 
and controlling the rural to urban migration.  

Ms Robina Athar mentioned some signs of value chain 
development in the region, since Pakistan is already import-
ing certain products. However, she suggested that we should 
enhance the imports like gingers, nuts, sesame seeds, jaggery, 
jams and juices. In her opinion, besides the supply line, the de-
mand line should also be taken into account for making such 
decisions. She also floated the idea of developing a SAARC 
spice brand.  In her opinion, developing an investment policy 
to attract FDI would help develop value chain. Though hard 
to manage, lowering tariffs would be the best policy to boost 
intraregional trade. Other measures which could promote it 
include having an enabling agricultural policy, and addressing 
the infrastructure & transportation issues. She criticized the 
support pricing of wheat and sugar, saying it has affected the 
farming cycle. She too blamed political economy from prevent-
ing the development of certain value chains such as the ones 
which could be developed by exporting wheat and sugar to Af-
ghanistan. To develop a value chain, we must first identify the 
objective to create one, and then look into ways of sustaining 
those value chains. Tackling hurdles like tariffs and policy is-
sues can help develop value chains and benefit from the huge 
potential available.  Offering policy recommendations, she said 
that main objective of developing a value chain is to generate 
income for the farmers. Therefore, pro-poor and pro-nutrition 
policies should be formulated to benefit the farmers. Con-
sidering the demand signs for the pro-nutrition policies, she 
said the role of government and private interventions should 
be well-defined. She said that knowledge colliders should be 
opened in South Asia. 

Mr Zubair Ahmed Malik said that despite 36% of the raw 
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products coming from agricultural sector; 36% of the popu-
lation lives below poverty line. To strengthen the agriculture 
sector, it is imperative to ensure food security and develop 
local supply chain. He criticized the lack of regional integra-
tion, holding it responsible for limiting the potential of invest-
ment in this sector. In his views the South Asian region has 
connectivity issues and lack of proper infrastructure. He also 
highlighted the limited credit input to the farmers, which only 
stands at 2%. The farming community in his views, should be 
offered tax relaxation and monetary incentives to enhance the 
exports. He also opined that the pricing mechanism is a big 
disservice to the economy. He suggested that an enabling en-
vironment should be created for private sector investments. 

Dr Posh Raj Pandy said that with the passage of time, the 
structure of production and composition of trade has altered. 
The traditional trade theory differs from the concept of value 
chain. The new development is that the production process is 
divided into various processes. Previous models were based 
on the assumption of vertical integration between goods. 
Whereas, now our focus has shifted to specific sections of the 
entire process, creating a value chain. Trade logistics and con-
nectivity, capital flows and technology constitute the competi-

tive advantage. However, the tariff and non-tariff barriers hin-
der the process. To promote regional value chain, we need to 
adopt sensitiveness, flexible routes, standard compliance, re-
duction in the cost of compliance and liberalization of key ser-
vice sectors. Create connectivity through regional cooperation 
in logistics and have a mechanism to enforce that contract. He 
termed comparative advantage as the key for value chain. It is 
the business community and their movement that plays an im-
portant role in this regard. Giving his policy recommendations, 
he stressed the need for a macro-scale action at the national 
level, taking into account the issues of landowners, land degra-
dation and water management. We must have interventions to 
enhance competition such as the introduction of trade facility 
and access to information. He said we should have policies to 
attract investment and funding and develop our institutions to 
promote value chain creation. 

In response to a question, Mr Zubair quoted the success of 
Brazil in beef production and said that an enabling environ-
ment and public private partnership could help drive the in-
vestor’s interest. Dr Iqrar was of the view that Pakistan’s live-
stock is pastoral in nature and Pakistan uses totally different 
breeds from those in Brazil. n

By nABGHA IQBAl

The session on “Role of Women’s Home Journals and the 
Development of Female Education in South Asia” fo-
cused on the revolutionary contribution of the journals 

in the promotion of female education in the South Asian re-
gion. 

Ms Khawar Mumtaz outlined the theme of the session, 
which focused on the role of home journals in the develop-
ment of female education in South Asia. She also announced 
the launch of Ms. Humaira Ishfaq’s book titled: Ismat. The 
book discusses the core theme of home journals in the aware-
ness raising among women in South Asia.

Mr Ahmed Salim elaborated the prominent role of Sir 
Sayed Ahmed Khan in promoting education amongst the Mus-
lims of sub-continent in colonial India after 1857. He men-
tioned the role of Sir Sayed as the first champion of Muslim 
education; however, Sir Syed, Ahmed Salim said, said was re-
luctant  towards female education. “His associates, including 
Deputy Nazir Ahmed, Maulvi Mumtaz Ali, and Maulana Altaf 
Hussain Hali, played an active role in promoting female edu-
cation. Maulvi Mumtaz Ali made the most prominent contri-
bution in 1898, when he published his book Haqooq-e-Niswan 

and his wife Mohamadi Begum laid the foundation of a weekly 
journal titled: Tehzeeb-un-Niswan. This journal promoted fe-
male education and revolutionized the dynamics of education 
in the sub-continent. He further described the importance of 
Khatoon, a magazine published from Aligarh, which actively 
played a part in advocating for women’s education. As a result 
of the advocacy campaign launched by the magazine, a girls 

Role of women’s Home Journals and the 
Development of Female Education in South Asia
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school was set up in Aligarh. Mr Ahmed Salim also appreciated 
the efforts of Sir Abdul Qadir for launching Ismat, and the con-
tinued efforts of Allama Rashid-ul-Khairi and  Raziq-ul-Khairi 
who enabled it to survive for about 110 years. These maga-
zines used to originate debates on purdah (veil) and polygamy, 
gender equality and advocacy for female education. Numerous 
other magazines were published during this time, amongst 
which Muslimah from Jalandhar played an active role in the 
establishment of the famous madrassah-tul-binnat. These ef-
forts encouraged women to produce literature and play an ac-
tive part in research. 

Dr Humaira Ishfaq from Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute talked about the role played by the magazines like 
Ismat, Khatoon and Tehzeeb-un-Niswan in raising awareness 
among women to strive for their right to education. She also 
highlighted the prominent role of “Ismat” which became the 
voice of the women in the sub-continent. Ms Ishfaq elaborated 
the historical perspective of the struggle for female education, 
which surprisingly was not instigated by the great personali-

ties like Sir Sayed and Allama Iqbal. She said that the main pur-
pose of these magazines was to evolve a new thought process 
among women so that they might know about their rights. She 
further elaborated the role of these journals in  solving their 
problems in general and in their educational development in 
particular. She also elaborated the importance of essays, short 
stories, and novels that were published during the period of 
an entire century till the early 20th century. She said that the 
writings from that era covered political, social, cultural and 
economic aspects and provided an insight about the general 
temperament of that society as well as the impediments for 
women education and reaction against them. 

Dr Kiran Ahmad talked about the relevance of these 
journals in the present Pakistan. She said that Khawateeen 
Digest alone has a readership of around 0.4 million. She also 
discussed as to how her interest in this area flourished af-
ter the alarming statistic, and this interest resulted into an 
ethnographic study. She said that digest fiction is a highly 
dispersed form of writing wherein the stories are crafted 
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from different vantage points from the lived reality of the 
women of Pakistan. These writing cover the social, cultural 
and political dynamics of the women in Pakistan. Mostly the 
repressed women with domestic and financial issues read 
it to satiate themselves and feel empowered in the commu-
nity. She further mentioned that the women digest writers 
have become a community beyond ethnicities, social class 
and political affiliations. During her research on “Attach-
ment, Articulation and Agency: A Glimpse into the World of 
Women Digest Writers in Pakistan” she found that the con-
versation among readers was about emotions and about the 
life of a women in Pakistan, the problems she faces and the 
ways she can overcome these problems. She also believed 
that the success of these digests were tantamount to the 
freedom of imagination granted by them. She also pointed 
out some problems in electronic media where this freedom 
cannot be enjoyed and the writers are restricted to adhere 
to the guidelines provided by the producer.

Mr. Harris Khalique said that the development of any na-
tion is incremental, which cannot be kick starterd instantly. 
He said that in this regard, we often take credit away from Sir 
Sayed for his stance on female education, as we often overlook 
the context in which he had said that. “We often borrow cate-
gories of analysis of the present times and apply those on the 
people of the 19th an 20th century.” While talking about Mo-
hammadi Begum, he said that she was the first editor of Teh-
zeeb-e-Niswan from 1898 to 1908, which was a great achieve-
ment for women of South Asia. He further discussed that this 

form of women subjugation has not been a unique phenome-
non; women in Europe faced the same dilemma and struggled 
for their rights in the patriarchal society. 

During question -answer session, a question regarding ex-
aggeration of violence against women in Pakistani dramas was 
asked. Dr Kiran Ahmad said that the scenario differs for senior 
and junior writers. For senior writers, like Umerah Ahmed, 
the script does not change but for junior writers, the content 
manager imposes amends to seek greater ratings by display-
ing an extreme scenario. Secondly, there is always a debate 
on whether the media is reflecting the society or playing any 
role in shaping the society. She mentioned Raja Gopal’s saying 
that the media contextualizes the scenarios. We may agree or 
disagree with the content but we do pay attention to what is 
being shown. 

Another question that was asked on the stigma attached to 
digest writing, Mr. Harris Khalique said that these are the un-
heard voices of the women, which need attention and he said 
that it is a form of literary effort by women which should be 
appreciated.

To a question, magazines Ms. Humaira Ishfaq said that 
young generation mostly read the magazines because of low 
literacy rate even though the quality of these magazines does 
not match the magazines like Ismat, which highlighted the po-
litical and social issues of women. She explained how these 
magazines fantasize the situations more than the real issues, 
but she believes that it provides women a platform for their 
representation. n

By AQSA nAZ

Dr Urs Geiger presented the case study of haris (farm-
ers) in rural Sindh. He identified the resource con-
straint for this marginalized group of society. The ac-

cess and distribution of resources that mainly rest with the 
richer farmers left haris in misery. He maintained that Civil 
Society Organizations (CSOs) come in place to rescue these 
marginalized farmers so that resources could be delivered 
at deserving end. He stressed CSOs are tend to be depoliti-
cized to avoid the blame game.

 Dr Shafqat Munir defined the rationale behind Civil Soci-
ety Organizations (CSOs) and said CSOs are independent en-

tities without any government interference. They do possess 
global recognition as civil society has representation at global 
forums, including World Trade Organization agreement, UN-
FCCC process (COP21- Paris Agreement, 2015), Aid Effective-
ness Paris Agreement (2005), Accra Agreement for Action 
(2008) or the Sustainable Development Agenda (2015), Send-
ai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015) to the Istan-
bul Agenda for Humanity (2016).  

He said civil society is the space where mechanism of ac-
countability develops, therefore, CSOs fill the void between 
government and the people. Civil society is the part and parcel 
of functional democracy where people have say through such 
organizations. He highlighted that all the governments have 
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agreed to strengthen the role of civil societies at national and 
international level so that there could be an alternate voice of 
people through research and analysis of civil society organi-
zations.

Mr Bilal Khan identified the role of civil society organiza-
tions in the promotion of child welfare and how they could be 
protected themselves from violence. Child rights are not only 
protected at national level but also they are incorporated into 
global treaties and conventions that are being ratified by all 
countries. United Nations Convention on the Rights of Child 
(UNCRC) sets out whole spectrum, including political, eco-
nomic, social, cultural  and civil rights of children under the 
age of 18.

Referring to world population statistics, he highlighted 
that there will be an estimated 1.9 billion children by 2050 
and 1.2 billion children are threatened by conflict, widespread 
poverty and other issues. He said violence against children in 
any form can lead to serious consequences that can affect and 
damage their personality directly or indirectly, as well as gives 
rise to serious repercussions for the child’s mental and phys-
ical health, education, recreation and which can damage or 

even destroy their abilities and capabilities both in normal and 
emergency scenarios. He stressed to fill the coordination and 
communication gaps between state and civil society organiza-
tions. He recommended that civil society organizations should 
play a key role for the promotion of children’s welfare by 
motivating citizens in raising child welfare concerns through 
media, vocational skills, event’s management, seminars, pro-
vision of health services, research and assessment services to 
make statistics feasible.

Dr Nathalene Reynolds talked about the role of Indian 
civil society in the reinforcement of inter communal harmony. 
Highlighting the tyranny of Indian society, she said civil soci-
ety organizations play a greater role to engage minorities to 
have representation. She suggested India’s civil society to un-
dertake a greater role in reinforcing inter-communal harmony 
that is necessary for the construction of a country represent-
ing diverse cultures.

Ms Shireen Najeeb stressed the need to redefine the role 
of civil society organizations in South Asia to address the other 
issues which she identified as population planning. She said if 
the government facilitates the basic necessities of health and 
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education at the grass roots level then the civil society organi-
zations will be in a better position in addressing the other is-
sues. She proposed aggressive population planning wave at the 
society and the government level to make women’s construc-
tive part in the country, establishment of old people homes, 
schools for special children. CSOs can fill the void by providing 
vocational training for illiterate masses to make them a con-
structive part of the society. She also suggested work on the 
research and statistics is the need of hour to determine where 
CSOs should pay their attention to.

Mr Mohammad Tehseen said civil society organizations 
need to address the deficit of democracy   and violation of 
rights. Being the bedrock of any functional democracy, civil 
society is the only sector that directs the governments and so-
ciety. CSOs provide the framework to participate in the gover-
nance of country. He recommended civil society should speak 

up for their rights and be counted to redefine its role. Civic 
space in South Asia has been shrunk over the years therefore 
civil societies have to find ways at their own. He focused on the 
need for collectivity that CSOs should work together across the 
boundaries irrespective of faith and culture. He stressed, in the 
wake of new liberal economic agenda, civil society organiza-
tions should reassemble changing their governance for peace 
and deepening democracy across South Asia.

Ms Moneeza Hashmi concluded the session said media in 
all its forms has to play its role. She identified the ignorance 
of mental health. Mental health should be taken into consid-
eration because it’s the anxiety, unwarranted aggression and 
depression that makes individuals vulnerable and civil society 
at large. She concluded that “nothing happens unless we all 
assemble together, think together, act together and work to-
gether”. n

By AnAm QAISeR

Dr Ashiq Muhammad discussed the impact of climate 
change on ecosystems and elaborated the factors and 
mitigation measures which can be taken to combat the 

issue of climate change. Before going into strategies, he said, 
we need to understand the impact of climate change first on 
humans and then on our ecosystem. He said that most of the 
stakeholders working on climate change need to learn and 

update their knowledge. He stressed the need to improve the 
standard of ongoing research, and the methods to deal with 
the issue.  

Dr Muhammad Abid stressed the need to strengthen 
stakeholders’ network to mitigate climate change impact. Ca-
pacity building, innovation, information technology, and insur-
ance are the four main areas that require attention. Resource 
mobilization networks like RSPN for people’s mobilization are 
needed. Emergency planning and effective community protec-

Effective Strategies to Combat Extreme Climate 
Change Impacts in South Asia
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tion strategy must be there. He highlighted the importance of 
integrated short-term and long-term plans. 

Mr Ghaffar Pars said impact of humans on induced climate 
change is significant. Continued Greenhouse Gas emissions 
and current trajectory shows that climate change will result in 
rise in future temperature. He emphasized on the requirement 
of collective measures, monitoring and financing, multilateral 
funding for green climate fund. Developing countries emit/ re-
duce Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). 
It highlights that needs of the nations have to be catered.  

He added that Global Faith Coalition (GCF) was launched in 
2014 with a $10 billion initial budget. More countries will con-
tribute to it, he said, adding that the fund has direct access to 
national and subnational authorities. National Rural Support 
Program (NRSP) is playing important role in this regard, he 
said and suggested that private sector should be encouraged 
to take part in it and engage in climate beneficial activities. 
These issues are being addressed, as there are 272 million 
beneficiaries of it across the world, he said. Some projects in 
this regard in South Asia are Glacial Lake Outburst project, Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) project, etc. He said that it is also import-
ant that how entities within the countries use their resource to 
mitigate climate change impacts. 

Dr Zeeshan said climate change is compelling us to com-
promise on agriculture, as food insecurity is happening due 
to it. Water scarcity is also happening due to climate change 
effects. We need seasonal horticultural crops, which are high-
ly effective, and tolerant to hot and cold seasons. He said that 
effects of pollution should be identified and shared along with 
the tolerant crops.

Dr Jabir Hussain said Pakistan has already done enough 
paperwork in Pakistan, but we did nothing something practi-
cal. He stressed the need to look into actual scenario and the 
scientific proof behind the climate change. Even today we are 
still tracing smog issues and are still behind identifying smog. 
We have to point out the major factors behind climate change 
in Pakistan. He said the main thing is 1.8 billion population 
in South Asia. We have to integrate population impacts on Cli-
mate Change. He stressed that for this purpose, Academia, pol-
icy makers and researchers need to collaborate and identify 
the main culprits. 

Dr Zaighum said that the Ministry of Climate Change has 
developed national Climate Change Policy in 2012. In 2017 we 
had national Climate Change Act, afterwards National Climate 
Change Authority to monitor it.  He added that we have a num-
ber of projects in KP in this regard. Clean and Green Movement 
is also a good initiative of the Pakistan government. 

He said 10 billion trees, solid waste management, drinking 
water supply are the important accomplishments. We have en-
gaged industrial sector as well for climate change mitigation. 
We have given the technologies to mitigate atmospheric pol-
lution, but most of the companies are reluctant to use them. 

After giving these technologies, we can get more funds 
and well phase down ozone depleting compounds till 2040. 
Talking about energy efficient technology, he said that we have 
CSR in this sector. We encourage multinational companies to 
share their experience and transfer funds here. He highlight-
ed that Thar million tree tsunami is also another project. The 
level of coal extraction is 186 meters there, they find water 
which is then used for plantation and this change is evident.  
650 MW power generation is being deployed for coal use. They 

have ultra-critical technology to control emissions. In coming 
years well incorporate more industries in this regard, said by 
Dr, Zaighum. 

Dr Jalaluddin said that NARC is working on development 
of technology to tackle increasing temperature which is hap-
pening due to climate change. Climate change has a very bad 
impact on our ecosystem. Drought is there due to climate 
change effects.  Moreover, crop economy is being discussed in 
NARC, in sowing and harvesting time period. He recommend-
ed that Cropping systems have to be updated and there is need 
to develop new systems for it. 

Dr Mohammad Munir Ahmed said that we are making 
water, energy and food nexus at farm level and focusing on 
our major communities that how they can get their livelihoods 
easily. Knowledge-based adaptations and data analysis are the 
types of interventions that we are looking for. Clean water and 
energy solutions are required for our crops, so we need to find 
what type of interventions are required in Hunza. If we pilot 
those projects there, it will generate revenue and will have 
positive impacts. He said that we are focusing on rainwater 
harvesting, while storing water on rooftop, which could be 
used in kitchen gardening. Moreover, farming community has 
been taken on board to upscale this issue in these areas. 

He suggested that skill development of the farming com-
munity, trainings for professionals and other community is 
necessary to increase the yield. We need some technical skills 
in this regard. We are working with NRSP to provide technical 
support to service providers and we are helping them to up-
scale their potential. 

Mr Agha Ali Javed said National Rural Support Program 
is playing a very important role in fostering communities and 
improving human capital. He said that people are living in far-
off areas, due to which there is a need to focus on individuals 
and households. He said we also need to analyze how much 
level of preparedness we have achieved to tackle the emergen-
cy situations. He added that we also need to engage people in 
climate change mitigation and create awareness in this regard. 

Moreover, he said, there should be volunteers to support 
the society, climate change champions, community resource 
persons to go from door to door to create awareness. He said 
that here have been worst effects of El-Nino in Sindh, so we 
need to strengthen the indigenous communities in those ar-
eas. If we can nurture these communities, we can link them 
together and address these issues at a large-scale. n
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By ZAInAB nAeem AnD nAgeen SohAIl

Dr Abid Suleri said that Pakistan ranks 7th most vul-
nerable country to climate change while South Asia is 
the most vulnerable region to climate change. He said 

that food security is something that creates multiple other so-
cio-economic problems. Since South Asia has great potential 
to become strong economy in future, we need to address risks 
associated with food security so that it does not hamper the 
progress. He then asked the speakers to present possible rem-
edies or solutions that can be adopted by South Asian coun-
tries to address the problem of food security. 

Cristiano Mundra presented an analysis of a study on 
climate risk and food security in Pakistan which was a joint 
initiative by SDPI and WFP. The focus of this study was more 
on agro ecological zoning which can address specific regions 
which are at more risk to climate change in terms of food se-
curity. According to the report, topography and geography are 
main drivers of climate change in Pakistan and since 1900, av-
erage temperature increase has been reported to be around 
0.6 oC. As per Global Hunger Index, Pakistan ranks 106 out 
of 119 countries with the highest incidence of hunger.  Food 
security in Pakistan is sensitive to climate related events. So it 
was recommended to identify climate change hotspots with-

in the country and conduct agro ecological zoning for getting 
baseline data about food security. Moreover, there is a need 
to conduct risk analysis too because food production and dis-
tribution is greatly affected by natural hazards. Furthermore, 
there is a need to adapt to climate change by introducing adap-
tive species of seeds and plants. 

Mr Aftab Alam said that food is available because of land 
availability and it’s just that climate change is hampering the 
production. He said poverty is another factor specifically in re-
mote areas, so people are compelled to buy low quality food 
products at cheaper rates rather than improved products be-
cause of the cost. This eventually is resulting in public health 
problems and affecting economy too. Climate change has re-
sulted in a decline of per gram nutrition in food.  Moreover, he 
said, women can play a vital role in improving environmen-
tal management specifically in backward areas, because they 
have the indigenous knowledge but the issue is that they have 
no awareness and modern education. So, women needs to be 
taken on board for addressing climate change and food securi-
ty issues because our agriculture is dealt by both women and 
men living in rural areas. Furthermore, he added, we need to 
improve the connectivity between urban and rural areas to 
improve food access and availability and to monitor food pro-
duction. For this, he recommended improving research and 
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research-related technology and its effective implementation. 
Mr Qaim Shah said that there is a lack of understanding 

among the people, who relate food security only with food pro-
duction whereas it includes socio-economic indicators, liveli-
hood patterns, agriculture related expertise and much more. 
To improve the food accessibility, he stressed the need to focus 
more on ways regarding making food more accessible and im-
proving the quality. The major impact of climate change and 
food security is faced by women and children, he said, adding 
that while making policies, gender equalities and socio cultur-
al and socio-economic impacts must be considered. There is a 
misunderstanding that food security is the issue of rural pop-
ulation, so this needs to be addressed that urban population is 
equally affected and this gap between urban and rural needs 
to be reduced. 

Dr Azeem Khan highlighted that the government of Pa-
kistan is taking the issue of climate change and food security 
very seriously. He said the major implications are due to lack 
of clean water availability because it is directly affecting the 
crop production and growth rate. Therefore, there is a need 
to address the impact on climate change on water availability 
and access; all these aspects will ultimately improve the food 
production. Issue is that total food productivity is very low and 
this is increasing the hunger and poverty in the region. Fur-
thermore, water intensive crops need to be discouraged and 
more adaptive and resistant species should be introduced. 
Moreover, research and development in this field needs to 
be promoted and technology, industry must collaborate with 
research institutions to improve this sector. He further called 
upon the government to improve its commitment to Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) and work for the implementa-
tion at local and regional level. In addition, he said, the federal 
environmental protection agency needs to be strengthened 
and made autonomous and more investments need to be 
made in the renewable energy sector to enhance connectivity. 
Therefore, investments need to be prioritized in the Five-year 
Plan so as to improv the food security. 

Dr Amitabh Kundu said that climate change knows no 
borders and is affecting food security in India too. Few de-
cades ago, food security was there, so more food was provided 
to people. However, recently people are getting hungry. The 
problem is that the situation has been exacerbated and prior-
ities have changed because of the race in technology develop-

ment. Child mortality rate has increased not just in India but 
also in Pakistan because of food security related issues. Terms 
of trade between the two countries have not been favourable, 
that’s why connectivity was not there to work on this issue. 
Though there is a institutional analysis in the region but what 
we lack is the way to address loopholes in our institutions. Al-
though the technological shift has helped add value addition 
to the agro based products but still it is not up to the mark be-
cause the focus of technology is more on industries rather than 
improving agriculture. He said farmers have become more vul-
nerable to the impacts of climate change and food security, and 
price procurement is not beneficial for farmers. Moreover, he 
added, indigenous knowledge needs to be taken into consid-
eration while addressing food security. Reforms are required 
at macro level. In India, instable rural-urban migration is also 
occurring due to the impact of climate change which is a great 
burden on economy. So, the government needs to improve the 
conditions in rural areas, provision of basic facilities needs to 
be made on priority and farmers must be given benefits. Our 
overall focus should move from macro to micro level produc-
tion of food, he concluded. 

Ms Romina Khurshid Alam said that climate risk man-
agement should be prioritized at local and regional level 
to address the issue. Few subjects such as climate change, 
global warming and food security must be considered as 
national subjects by all countries in the region. Because 
these issues are above politics and personal differences so 
all parties and departments must be on one page to address 
the problem. A good example is SDGs task force within par-
liament but the problem is that people are not that serious 
about these subjects though willingness is there. Moreover, 
civil society needs to be taken on board and government 
must work with collaborating partners to improve the situ-
ation. Learning has no end, we have a lot of research avail-
able, expertise is there but collaboration is lacking between 
the industry and academia. Size reduction in the food is also 
part of food security. There was a time when people knew 
that crop rotation was necessary to secure the soil nutrients 
and improve the food quality but now land is being stressed. 
Therefore, policies are required to address these specific is-
sues too. He stressed the need to educate our farmers and 
agro-based education should be promoted. Food wastage 
needs to be addressed. 
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recommendations 
• There is a need to improve resilience in rural areas 

with a discussion on natural disasters by adopting bot-
tom up approach.

• Social safety needs to be improved and more incen-
tives should be provided to farmers so that they don’t 
have to migrate.

• We need to develop a system by incorporating risk as-
sessment and mitigation techniques

• SAARC food bank needs to be taken into account to ad-
dress the issue of food security in South Asia

• There is a need to help the communities living in re-
mote areas to harvest their water resources.

• By improving market accessibility, rural communities 
can help us in diversification of agricultural products 
and economy through value addition.

• In the context of Pakistan, institutional framework 
needs to be strengthened and should be made free 
from corruption.

• Multiple policies create confusion; therefore there is 
a need to create an umbrella policy setup for climate 

change in which issues like food security, water scarci-
ty, value addition, and agriculture should be addressed.

• 18th amendment is a gift for this country, but only if it 
is properly implemented, issues regarding food securi-
ty can be monitored and improved at basic level.

• There is a need to develop and extend crop insurance 
and farmer insurance programs in rural areas

• The issue of SAARC should be discussed at the UN fo-
rum and it should be made binding for all countries 
not to impede the process of SAARC or otherwise strict 
liabilities must be imposed on such countries.

• There is a need to work on health issues created due to 
food security, such as Punjab has banned soda in edu-
cational institutions. Such initiatives should be adopt-
ed by all provinces. 

• There is a difference between the terms climate change 
and global warming and food security is directly re-
lated to global warming, therefore, there is a need to 
specify the terms to create specific solutions. This will 
help in reducing the skepticism that people have about 
climate change in the region. n

Role of Judiciary in Promoting women’s Access to 
Justice in South Asia
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By FAtImA IQBAl

The session was dedicated to the life long struggle of hu-
man rights leader and advocate (late) Asma Jahangir. 
The session discussed issues regarding women having 

difficulties in access to justice. 
Ms Munizae Jahangir, the daughter of Asma Jahangir, said 

her mother struggled a lot for the emancipation and empow-
erment of women. “Asma Jahangir had said that judges had no 
mercy for women especially for those who came to courts to 
file their divorce cases.  But, gradually they sympathized for 
women because of the voices raised by women rights activ-
ists.” Munizae said that Pakistan is the only country in South 
Asia where a woman judge has never been elevated to the 
level of Supreme Court. “Women lawyers are terribly under 
represented in the supreme judiciary despite the 1973 Consti-
tution of Pakistan does not bar the appointment of women in 
the apex court rather it says that all citizens are equal before 
the law and there shall be no discrimination based on sex, she 
added.

Referring to a report on the state of human rights in Pa-
kistan released by Human Rights Commission of Pakistan in 
2016, she said only 5.3% of high court judges are women, 
which is the lowest in this region. “The report says the work-
ing conditions and opportunities immeasurably discriminate 
against women, who are, as a result, rendered less able to 
progress despite their brilliance in the legal profession.” She 
said that the criteria on which nomination for judicial appoint-
ments are made is arbitrary. Many women have been appoint-
ed in the judiciary but they acceded only to the level of high 
court. In order to eradicate gender imbalance in Pakistan’s su-
perior judiciary, she suggested, Article 175-A could be revised 
to ensure due representation of women, and a specific quota 
for women in the superior judiciary may also be prescribed 
within the mandate of Article 25 of the Constitution. She also 
demanded a conducive environment for women lawyers on 
the premises of courts so that they might grow as a profes-
sional lawyer.

Mr I.A. Rehman said that if I were to describe Asma Jah-
angir in a few words, I would call her ‘The Madam Justice of 
Pakistan’. “She studied law with the soul purpose of fighting 
for women rights to justice and established the AGHS Legal 
Aid Cell, which provides free legal aid to women.” He said that 
gender equality was the passion of late Asma Jahangir. He said 
people must know that out of 195 countries in the world, Paki-
stan is ranked 144th in the gender equality index. 

Mr Apurba Khatiwada called Asma Jahangir as the voice 
of many voiceless women in Pakistan. He said that socio-eco-
nomic conditions, structural issues and fear of further victim-
ization are some of the issues which stop women from going 
to courts for justice. Referring to a survey done by the National 
Judicial Academy of Nepal, he said 85.2% of women are unlike-
ly to go to courts because they feel that they will be further vic-
timized. Even if a woman decides to make this revolutionary 
decision of going to court of law, there are further hurdles like 
normative challenges where there is no proper definition of 
laws that come under gender-based violence, he maintained. 
According to another survey, he said, 81.2% women when file 
a case against injustices done to them, they feel like their fam-
ily turn on them. He further said that according to the 2017 
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data, only 4% women in Nepal are judges from district courts 
to the supreme court. 

Ms Malsirini de Silva said in Sri Lanka where literacy rate 
is 92 per cent, the women judges are 33 per cent. She said: “We 
have good laws in our books like Prevention of Domestic Vio-
lence Act, which was passed in 2005, but there is a problem in 
their implementation.  She said that there are certain lacunas 
in our law; for instance, we do not recognize marital rape and 
sexual harassment at workplace this being one of the reasons 
as to why women do not access justice. In Sri Lanka, there is a 
personal law system, in which your private life may be subject 
to a different law. She said that the cases delay is another issue 
where a serious case like divorce may take upto 17 years and 
rape case about 10 years. She recommended that there should 
be systemic capacity building of the judiciary and better in-
vestment in processors and legal aid. 

Ms Victoria Pierre said a huge number of women in Can-
ada is educated and trained as lawyers but there are only a 
few who actually practice law. While presenting her case study 
titled: “Addressing Gender Based Violence Against Women in 
Malaysia: The Impact of “Concluding Observations” of Conven-
tion on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW), she said that Malaysia has certain reser-
vations to the convention, including articles which intend to 
modify social context specifically to create equality of sexes to 
include women in the government policy, to have equal rights 
of conferring their nationality onto their children. Similarly, 
Pakistan has identical reservations to article 29(1) of CEDAW.  
Some of the challenges that she presented in the concluding 
observations included, CEDAW not being integrated as a part 
of the legal system of the member states, gender-based dis-
crimination in the federal constitution is also narrowly inter-
preted, and judges don’t have access to CEDAW to create op-
portunities to increase access to justice.

Dr Ehtisham Anwar, paying tributes to late Asma Jahan-

gir, said she stood high to everything and fought for what she 
knew was right. He said that she went for a profession that 
was dominated by men and established the first women law 
firm and co-founded the Human Rights Commission of Paki-
stan. He said that she pitted herself against every injustice that 
prevailed in the society and took up cases of disempowered, 
marginalized and religious minorities facing blasphemy. For 
all this, he said, she had to pay a price where she was put un-
der house arrest and was even beaten when she took it to the 
streets. 

Question-Answer Session
To a question about why access to justice is a problem for 

everyone, Mr I.A. Rehman said that justice in Pakistan is a com-
modity which only the rich can buy while having access to jus-
tice is a difficult task for the poor. He said patriarchy, feudal 
practices, religion and cultural norms are some of the reasons 
that contribute to the failure of women seeking access to jus-
tice. Ms Khawar Mumtaz added that the procedures are diffi-
cult and lack of commitment to implement these laws are the 
reasons behind women’s failure of access to justice .

In reply to a question, Mr Apurba said that all laws are 
court-driven. The problem is that these are not translated into 
practice primarily because very few cases have been incorpo-
rated by parliament and the poor implementation of the laws 
is also an issue. Ms Khawar Mumtaz from SDPI added that in 
Pakistan there are more than 30 laws for the protection of 
women, but the real issue is their implementation.

To a question about the laws that prevent media from 
showing women victimization, Ms Munizae Jahangir said that 
there are no regulatory committees and the television chan-
nels only run for ratings. She said that our system is still very 
patriarchal. “There are no women news directors, so they are 
not involved in decision-making.”  Mr I.A. Rehman added that 
the media itself is not fair to women. n

By AIZA ZAFAR

This session outlined the focus on international efforts to 
support state reconstruction and legitimacy, based on 
research which has been conducted for seven years in 

eight countries, including Pakistan. However, the discussion 

specifically focused on the state reconstruction in Swat. 
Ms Aoifa McCullough shared the three main questions be-

hind the research programme which were: 
• Whether access to services improves the perception of 

people about state legitimacy? 
• How can capacities be built to deliver services? 

Social Reconstruction: Corridors of knowledge and 
Power perception of State
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• How to support people to build more resilient liveli-
hood, so as they recover from conflict? 

She said according to main findings of the survey, increase 
in access to services increased the satisfaction level in health, 
water provision, increase in privatization, bribes and number 
of recipients of the Benazir Income Support Program. The 
survey conducted in 2012 represents the negative relation-
ship between service delivery and perception of the state. The 
2015 survey shows that there is no significant improvement in 
this relationship despite increasing service delivery. She said 
that people in Swat experience state in two ways. The inside 
groups experience a state in a positive way as a problem solver 
whereas the outside groups experience a state in a negative 
way as they are victims of bribes. Two themes emerged by the 
research, first one is difficulty in negotiation with bureaucra-
cy and differential treatment on the basis of social position 
which makes service access difficult. She suggested that such 
structures should be supported that can target groups outside 
the political settlement so that aid can be channelled beyond 

elites. Furthermore, she suggested that skills training and ca-
pacity building programmes should be conducted. 

Dr Shehryar Khan said that perception of people is im-
portant in improving the state legitimacy. He defined the 
state’s legitimacy as citizen’s acceptance of the state’s right to 
rule. It involves the state justifying its power it holds over the 
citizens. He said that people experience state power depend-
ing on their positions in society. People’s access to services be-
comes easier through contacts particularly in areas like swat 
and rural areas. The boundaries between public and private 
sector are difficult to pin down. We cannot understand, wheth-
er the person is in official capacities on his duties according to 
rules in both public and private spheres. We constantly shift 
our preferences between public and private spheres. The state 
is imaginary and tangible at the same time.  A state is always 
in the right direction but we find it difficult to understand the 
difference between state and government. The state is an idea 
but you interact with the state in concrete terms when you 
deal with it in your everyday life. Sometimes the state tries to 
camouflage the political activities. The state is the power ar-
rangement in the society. A political settlement is the formal 
and informal kind of arrangement between different groups 
in order to maintain political significance and avoid violence. 
While sharing the important literature about political system 
in Swat, he said that during the times of Wali-e-Swat, there was 
a unipolar settlement. The balance of power between aligned 
and non-aligned groups was maintained by different induce-
ments. Political settlement after 1969 changed, bureaucracy 
came and the political settlement became multipolar. The polit-
ical settlement between 1990 and 2008 was different. Aligned 
and non-aligned Khans, military and religious powers all came 
together. In today’s settlement, the aligned and non- aligned 
groups bureaucracy members, military, religious groups all 
work in Swat.  Owing to this multipolarity, the access to ser-
vices became different. While answering a question, he said 
that people of Swat in the rule of Wali were very satisfied in 
terms of provision of services and justice because they had ac-



0059 Research & News Bulletin

cess to both without 
any discrimination. 
In 1969, when the 
state emerged, no 
significant home-
work was done while 
introducing the gov-
ernance system in 
Swat. The problems 
emerged in the pro-
vision of services and 
justice.

Ms Rubab Syed 
said that different 
people from different 
factions of the society 
of Swat have a com-
mon perspective that 
a perfect government 
is one that delivers the 

services efficiently and build the infrastructure as they expect 
from the government. People of Swat want something beyond the 
material stuff like food, clothes, etc. They want the state to reg-
ulate the services. They want health conditions to be improved, 
pollution to be reduced, want to ensure the equal law for the mar-
ginalized community and allied community of Swat. They want 
a state as the shaper of  values. They want internet to be in the 
control of the government so that the mindset of youths should 
not be ruined. The state should uphold the Islamic values, there 
should be separate institutions and places for women, they say. 
They want women to get out of their homes and enjoy the live-
lihoods. One of the reasons as to why Swat is not progressing is 
that Islam is being manipulated there. 

Mr Miangul Adnan Aurangzeb said that there were three 
basic principles of governance of Wali-e-Swat. They were main-
tenance of complete law and order in the territory, provision of 
social service in all the areas under his governance, carrying out 
of development activities where required. In 1969, the govern-
ment of Pakistan decided to unilaterally end the frontier states 
but no homework was done in formulating and sorting out the 
administrative strategy in these areas. Owing to the tangible 
administrative system after the rule of Wali-e-Swat, the whole 
valley fell into chaos. It has been 50 years that the rule of Wali 
is over, but people of Swat still refer to the old governance sys-
tem. The line of comparison exists between the rule of Wali 
and present administrative governance, which are the protec-
tion of people’s lives and their properties, provision of social 
services, integration of different people living within the terri-
tory to make a nation-state. People of Swat feel marginalized. 
They have gone through horrific 10-year conflict period, and 
thousands of people lost their lives. The state should pay extra 
attention to this territory.  While highlighting the importance 
of the rule of Wali, Mr Aurangzeb said at that time there was a 
sense of ownership. No single branch of the tree was cut illegally. 

In reply to a question about leadership, he said that every 
ethnic group of the world thinks that they have the best sys-
tem. The people of Swat lived for 500 years in the code of Wali. 
They elected their advisors on the basis of merit. Wali em-
powered his people to provide the code of ethics that is how 
the relationship is established between the governance and 
the governed which makes a state successful. We now have a 

voting system and choose leaders of our choices. So, when the 
leaders are selected on the basis of choices then the interest of 
one group is only represented. 

To another question about the introduction of an admin-
istration system in FATA, he said that the system of FATA is 
117-year old, so a complete homework should be done in or-
der to introduce any new system there and make it acceptable 
to them. 

While giving his remarks, he said that in conflict areas in 
Pakistan, we should study that what really happened and what 
were the factors which led to that we must think what needs 
to be changed. The likelihood of falling back to the conflict is 
there unless the circumstances are improved.

Ms Phoebe White said that success is measured on the ba-
sis of thinking.  An interaction should be built between state 
and people and in this way, the extent of success should be 
measured.  The government should provide funding in tribal 
areas in a better way and shouldn’t take the detrimental steps. 
The conflict has violence, which seems to be reduced but the 
agents of violence are not reduced. Rather than quickly switch-
ing to the mindset of development we should understand that 
what impact conflict has. 

Dr Urs Geiser, based on his work experience in Swat, said 
that people of Swat feel marginalized by the overall state of 
Pakistan. State and society are very much interlinked. 

It depends on how people experience a state in everyday 
life. Instead of education and water, there are also some other 
concerns of people of Swat like access to means of production, 
job control and access to forest lands. In Swat, there are now 
state forests, so people don’t have access to use the wood. So, 
this also affects people in everyday life. Linkages make better 
access to the services.  The military presence has increased. 
People have problems in approaching the bureaucracy be-
cause of the beradri system. International donors should start 
long-term plans in these marginalized areas because most of 
the projects are of four years. 

In reply to a question, he said that before 1970, the forests 
were owned by the community. After 1970, a mutual interaction 
was made between bureaucracy and community for the forest 
management. In Malakand, this experiment has destroyed the 
forests because the timber mafia took over those forests.  

Ignacio Artaza said that provision of basic services is crit-
ical in maintaining the relationship between state and citizens. 
UNDP worked with the government to improve the livelihood 
of the community. The agents of instability are not only pres-
ent at the community level but also at the infra-structuring 
by the government. UNDP is assisting the state in improving 
its legitimacy in conflict-driven areas by extending the legal 
system, accountable government structure with fundamental 
rights, economic freedom, centralized decision-making pro-
cesses, the introduction of local government system, inclusion 
of community participation, flexible and adaptative program-
ming. He suggested that the government should not have a rig-
id approach. Social and economic mobility should be ensured. 

In reply to another question, he said that in FATA infrastruc-
ture and provision of services are two basic things required. 
For the United Nations, it is difficult to work in Pakistan be-
cause of security. The state allows us to work in some areas, 
and our security is the responsibility of the state. Another dif-
ficulty in the implementation of development programmes is 
corruption, he said. n
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By AnAm QAISeR

Mr Rolf Paasch said Economy of Tomorrow (EoT) was a programme 
initiated by Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung (FES) after 2008 financial cri-
ses in the west. He said that at the regional level, there is a need to 

develop new financial policies which are practical and sustainable as well. 
Talking about the government, he said that Prime Minister Imran Khan is 
showing great interest in economic reforms and growth.

Dr Hafiz Pasha said Pakistan has a roller-coaster ride in terms of econ-
omy. He said the economic growth rate is being continuously decreased to 
which different ideologies are responsible for.  He further said that keeping 
in view the crystallization of Pakistan’s economy, we are doing an attempt 
to make access possible to the resources and legislation. “We need to ame-
liorate the elite, as it has created a preemption of resources in the country.” 

Talking about security situation, he said that Pakistan had been the vic-
tim of war on terror after 2007, and we had to see 76 mega events of terror-
ism. Previous government prepared the national action plan and conducted 
Zarb-E-Azb, etc. to mitigate and bring down the acts of terrorism. and due 
to these efforts, there is a remarkable improvement in the security situa-
tion of Pakistan.

Economy of tomorrow: Future Drivers of Economic 
growth and Job Creation
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He said that around 2010-11, load-shedding was at the 
peak. Cost per kWh was lost by the industry as much as 40 
cents, which is 3 times greater than the price industry needed 
to pay. He said investment rate is very low and the growth rate 
has suffered badly due to bad policies and incentives. Recently, 
NEPRA says last year’s load-shedding was lowered by 20% as 
compared to 2010. Our saving rate is only 10%. Discussing the 
state of labour market, he said that unemployment directly af-
fects the quality of life of people. During Musharraf era, unem-
ployment was lower for the most educated persons.  He nar-
rated that women graduates, especially the youth of Pakistan 
aging between 15-24 years are facing a wall of high unemploy-
ment in the labour market. Statistics shows that seven million 
youths is idle in Pakistan, which is equal to 30% of our young 
population. Focusing on Reform agenda, he suggested that re-
vival of Pakistan Agricultural Agenda is needed as agriculture 
is the backbone of Pakistan’s economy as it accounts for 38% 
of the economy. Moreover, there is a $12 billion subsidy on 
fertilizers in India whereas in Pakistan it is less than 5%. He 
said that there is a need to focus on labour intensive centres. 
More than 60% of our workers do not get minimum wages, 
he added. He stressed  the need for labour courts as there is 
a 40% discrimination with women in the labour markets. He 
said that there must be a law on gender discrimination and we 
need to recognize the rights of the poor.

Talking about CPEC, he articulated that we are not so much 
competitive regarding our industrial ability and along with this 
we are beaten by India in the race of competitiveness. China 
has better relations with eastern countries than that of Paki-
stan. Prime Minister Imran Khan is focusing on micro aspects 
of trade and this is what we need at the moment. Pakistan, he 
said has not been able to attract foreign investors so far.

About China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (FTA), he said 
that we need to re-negotiate FTA with China as this is totally 
one-sided. Nevertheless, he added that IMF played role of very 
soft supervisor but if we do not diversify our exports, we will 
keep going to IMF.

Ms Subhashini Abeysinghe said that one of our problems is 
that we use our energy in discussing the current issues and prob-
lems instead of focusing on what future demands. By the time we 
are done with the previous challenges, we face the new ones and 
the fact is we are so slow in implementation. Talking about the 

job creation opportunities, she said that South Asia in the next 
few decades will provide 1.2 million jobs in the labour market 
every month. She suggested that we need to know what are the 
consumer demands globally which keep on changing rapidly. She 
said that technological advances are affecting us significantly, and 
certain jobs and opportunities are available because of these mo-
bile technologies which were not available before. Sharing the 
results of a research, she said that technological changes are so 
rapid that 50% of the knowledge becomes obsolete till a student 
completes his/her degree. She said that we are optimistic about 
the future of technology but these technological advancements 
are also making jobs redundant. Our labour force is our best com-
petition. She suggested that the technology can be used to reduce 
poverty as well.

Dr Biswo Poudel said that all the developing countries 
seem to have similar problems, and we have the same sto-
ry in Nepal in terms of disturbances in our political system, 
load-shedding and energy problems, and rising trade deficits. 
He said that a drastic change in our mindsets is needed and 
our education system needs to be updated. South Asian coun-
tries are closer to Nepal as compared to Pakistan but we have 
lost connections with South Asian countries. Pakistan is in the 
middle of so many economic powers like India and China. So, 
it has a greater potential of boosting its economy. He said that 
Nepal needs to be the part of Global Value Chain. We must give 
subsidies to competent industries. Rest we can do is to have 
long-term sustainable plans, he said.  

Dr Khaqan Najeeb highlighted that through Sarma-
ya-e-Pakistan company, we will have experts tp revive the 
state-owned enterprises in Pakistan. He said our energy sector 
is in nascent position. Our policies are designed by journalists 
who have little knowledge on the specific topics. Moreover, 
productive efficiency of an economy is run by the regulato-
ry structure of the economy. On operational side, he empha-
sized that we are unable to find efficient CEOs due to lower 
pay scales and incentives. Balance of Payment (BoP) crises are 
caused due to fiscal policies which are not working tandemly. 
The most important area which requires special attention is 
the mobilization of finance. He added that programmes are de-
signed to correct the imbalances which exist in our economy.

Mr Sartaj Aziz said in future, the correlation between 
growth and jobs may be negative. Criteria for growth strat-
egies, and long-term, and short-term policies can be there 
depending upon the need of the hour. He said that subsidy is 
lowered when productivity is enhanced. We need to focus on 
the agriculture sector. The sectors which can give us support 
include horticulture and livestock. But the issue is our water 
supply, which is not being efficiently used, so we need to use 
irrigated water. Drip irrigation is better than flood irrigation, 
as it saves water. 

He emphasized that the manufacturing sector is very im-
portant. As infrastructure and policy framework exist there, 
so we have the potential to work in this area. He said that next 
services area is very important, e.g. CPEC is very important in 
this respect. If it becomes operational, it can give a tremendous 
boost to the unemployed youth, he said, adding that it will pro-
vide services and logistics and development of knowledge and 
technology sharing. Next area is technology; machines are go-
ing to replace the human labour in future. He warned that we 
can lose millions of jobs, so technological advancements are 
not creating jobs, but lowering down the job market. n
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By SAAmIA BAtOOl

The session focused on China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) and its connectivity through knowledge and 
technology with Pakistan and China. Also, it discussed, 

what has been happening on the technology and knowledge 
side of CPEC?  

Dr Shahid Rashid said that CPEC has been planned as an 
inclusive and sustainable development initiative to support 
socioeconomic development of the whole country especially 
the deprived regions and under developed sectors. He further 
said that the core of this discussion builds around the fact 
that technology transfer under CPEC is not a choice rather it 
is a pre-condition not only to enhance industrial capacity and 
economic productivity of Pakistan but also to maximize gains 
from the CPEC. Moreover, he added that sustainable socioeco-
nomic gains from CPEC are contingent on effective capacity 
building of Pakistan. It requires introducing modern techno-
logical knowledge and training local labour to use modern 
methods of production through effective skill development. 
The panel argued that productivity gains of local firms depend 
on the integration of CPEC-related investments with domestic 
investments and well-designed systematic efforts to enhance 

industrial capacity and productivity. 
This also involves enabling domestic firms and industries 

to apply efficient management techniques, he said. Accord-
ingly, he attempted to identify the relevant local, Chinese and 
global stakeholders, who can facilitate the process. He further 
talked about the setting of the panel by saying that it involves 
reflection on 5 years of CPEC and experience of technology 
transfer. He said that China in general and its private sector in 
particular has key role to play in this regard. 

Prof. Tao Yitao recalled the ways adopted by Shenzhen to 
prove itself as big part of China’s economy. She said that in the 
start, the GDP of Shenzhen was less than 20 million and now 
it is even more than 20 trillion. Different new policies were 
adapted and the industrialization was brought into practice. 
Materials from foreign companies were processed and export-
ed and Shenzhen got patterns and designs for companies and 
labour force to make those products which enhanced the trade 
compensation of Shenzhen. While talking about SEZs, she said 
that these are the necessary path that led to the comprehen-
sive institutional reformation in Chinese society. SEZs in China 
worked not only as the breakthrough of Chinese reform and 
opening-up policy, but also as the initiation to the overall ex-
ploration to the social and institutional modernization. 

knowledge and technology transfer under CPEC
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Talking specifically about Shenzhen, she 
said that in the entire history of China’s re-
form and opening-up; no other city could 
reach the level of success as Shenzhen. 
Shenzhen serves as the representative and 
orientation mark of China’s institutional 
reform via its progress and development. 
Therefore, Shenzhen’s past is not only the 
history of a city, but also the history of 
questing for the effective development path 
through institutional reformation in a de-
veloping country and a nation’s history in 
search of the wealth and modernization. 

She suggested that in the progress of 
human being, many identical or similar 
problems need collaborated work of all so-
cieties. Therefore other country’s develop-
ment path can be studies for comparison 
and inspiration. However, fundamentally 
what suits us most is the best for us. More-
over, she said that we are ready to provide 
the developing countries with Chinese sug-
gestions and advices that might be used as 
the reference in meeting their progressive 
challenges.

Mr Afrasayab Ahsan Nawab discussed 
how much ready is Pakistan to absorb the 
new technologies from the supply side? 
Presenting the statistics of his report titled: 
“Economic Benefits of Modern Silk Route”, 
he said 86% respondents want to learn 
more about technology transfer through 
CPEC, which means that whole Pakistani 
nation has an excitement around it. Also, 
there are sentiments about increase in 
investment by China. He said 54% of the 
board of directors of organizations also wel-
comed CPEC as a discussion in the globe. He 
explained the efforts ACCA is doing, think-
ing and trying in the context of what CPEC 
is bringing to Pakistan. According to rough 
estimates, he said, out of 80% of the invest-
ment of $46 billion, 75% will be spent on 
infrastructure development. While talking about the infra-
structure that Pakistan requires, he stressed the need for de-
veloping cement, steel, transportation and that’s how building 
blocks in public sector and the private sector. He suggested the 
idea of a Chinese delegation that they do not need technology 
to come to China, they probably have whereas Pakistan should 
be offering what China doesn’t have. Further, he showed the 
list of what we can offer to China. Pakistan has lots of skilled 
labour that have been identified with the talent. Also he add-
ed that, even at ACCA, one of the largest growing markets is 
China. Additionally, he described that ACCA is always thinking 
about the collaborations with Chinese counterparts that actu-
ally opens up new doorways for everyone. Coming to technol-
ogy side, he said that door is open to us and we can certainly 
leverage ourselves as a nation and bring the change as well. 
Moreover, he said that policies are there to be redesigned and 
reemphasized. Moreover, he maintained that the recent con-
cept of Green Economy gave birth to new global ecosystem of 

policies and financial systems, which are eco-friendly and en-
vironment-friendly as well.  

Dr Safdar Sohail shared the general norms and global 
stance regarding CPEC that perhaps, it has not been able to 
bring the kind of technologies it had to bring. Talking about 
the technology, he said that we should remain fixed to the 
traditional notions of technology which allows the country to 
have high-tech exports and the process of modernization. He 
further discussed two statistics of loss in Pakistan. First, that 
there is a massive loss of GDP, approximately about 50%, in 
past 15-20 years. Declining rate of GDP shows our drawbacks 
in research and development. Second, that we are not moving 
in exports and our competitors are producing better than us 
and that is why our imports lag behind. He further talked about 
China’s help for Pakistan present in the document of CPEC. He 
suggested that we have to talk about technological gaps. More-
over, he added that signing of CPEC doesn’t necessarily mean 
that Pakistan would start having the adaptive capacities and 
our institutions would start doing better. He proposed that 
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we should learn from our past technological experience and 
establish and promote the public sectors. Additionally, he rec-
ommended that Pakistan should move towards export of the 
things that can be locally-developed.

Dr Athar Osama spoke about his orientation towards pri-
vate sector technology transfer instead of country-to-country 
technology transfer. Comparing China and Pakistan, he said 
that their innovative ideas are opposite as Pakistan lags be-
hind hardware and is better in software while China is lagging 
behind software and leading in hardware. He suggested that 
the government can implement policies for cross border hu-
man to human transfer by adopting business-to-business ap-
proach. He further recommended that Pakistan and China can 
coordinate with each other by creating a favourable environ-
ment. They both can collaborate and grow positively in terms 
of knowledge and technology transfer.

While answering a question about cross border human trans-
fer, Dr. Athar Osama said Pakistani government needs to relax the 
visa process between both nations with concerns of China.

In reply to a question, Dr Safdar Sohail said that HEC has 
established a network of Pakistani universities that have col-
laboration with Chinese universities in order to have proper 
knowledge transfer. Furthermore, he added that there are cur-
rently 22 projects running under CPEC ang among them 15 are 
for energy sectors. The rest are of road infrastructures which 

majorly include Gwadar projects. Besides, he said there are 
coal-related projects too because before CPEC there was no 
coal sector in Pakistan.

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri formally ended the proceedings 
by thanking audience and appreciating the current govern-
ment’s industrial policy framework with special focus on Chi-
na, in which technology transfer is one of the broad horizons 
where SEZs and CPEC provide major opportunity for industri-
alization.

Policy recommendations:
• Decision makers need to talk to Chinese government 

for giving opportunities in the local market.
• There is a need to have a national action plan to inter-

lock Chinese contributions.
• There is a need to improve and enhance our exports 

and link imports with technology transfer.
• Governance of science and technology should be inte-

grated with principle stakeholders.
• There is a need to increase our market size by increas-

ing exports.
• Pakistan and China should collaborate to resolve visa 

complexities so that more and more people can go and 
visit China in order to understand the Chinese model 
of innovation. n

By mARyAm HASSAn

Ms Anne Marchal said that Euorpe is the world of mi-
norities; although the citizen crisis has been taking 
roots in different regions, we, in Europe, are trying 

to ensure that persecution of minorities is minimized put-
ting policy frameworks in place to protect them. 

Dr Anita M. Weiss said Pakistan has been undergoing in-
stability since decades due to violence, and local people have 
no clue as to how they can deal with this scourge. 

Dr Nathalene Reynolds said the future of Muslims in 
India is in a precarious state since minorities in India suffer 
greatly at the hands of Hindu majority.

Ms Sadia Bokhari said Pakistan emerged on the world map 
through right of self-determination given to the Muslim minori-
ty and now ironically the minorities in Pakistan are facing per-
secution. She welcomed the formation of National Council for 

Strengthening Voices of minorities: 
Countering Hate and Violence
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Minority Rights and the Paigham-e-Pakistan Fatwa sought by the 
government of Pakistan in a bid to state the religious stance ad-
opted by the religious scholars against terrorism.

Mr Waseem Iftikhar Janjua said India portrays it a toler-
ant society, however recent developments highlight the para-
doxes within this claim. 

Ms Romina Khurshid Alam said she feels proud to be a 
Pakistani, and Islam, the majority’s religion, is a religion of 
love, peace, and tolerance. No religion taught us extremism 

and hate, she said, adding that all the prophets taught the les-
son of forgiveness, so why don’t we overcome our differences 
and learn to forgive each other’s mistakes. 

Dr Khataumal said the conditions of Hindu minorities 
improved due to two reasons. i.e. a) the Joint Electorates, and 
b) the minority MPAs and MNAs acceptance of the mandate of 
the people. He said another big thing is the modernization of 
lifestyle due to economic stability that has made the lives of 
people easier leading to tolerance. n

By nAGeen SOHAIl

The session focused on enhancing agricultural efficiency, 
corporate water governance, and effective groundwater 
and wastewater management at industrial and municipal 

level. Water stewardship is an integral practice, which requires 
collaboration of civil society, academia, industrial and agricultur-
al sector, and transfer of fiscal resources to address inequalities 
in water supply and availability. The session also highlighted that 
the ailing water quality is the leading cause of stunting in children 
after food security. Stunting in children is not about their physical 
attributes but also of their cognitive behaviour.

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri highlighted the comprehensive 
details of water governance in Pakistan. He started the session 
by accentuating the worth of freshwater reservoirs and their 
impact on agriculture value chains, climate risks, and food se-
curity. While talking about the quality of drinking water, he 
said that consumption of worsened quality of water after food 
consumption also leads to ailing health in humans. 

Mr Waqar Ahmed highlighted the initiatives taken by Nes-
tle to ensure access to safe drinking water to all. He said that 
Nestle is working with multiple stakeholders, and advocating 

others to simplify value chains and conserve water during 
various steps involved in processing of food products. Water, 
which is evaporated from milk, is used in other processes lead-
ing to lesser internal consumption of water. He also shared 
Nestle water filtration plant initiative which provides safe 
drinking water to 60,000 people every day. In collaboration 
with the Government of Punjab and the World Bank, Nestle 
has started Smart Agriculture Programme, which is current-
ly irrigating 200 acres of land by drip irrigation. On technical 
grounds, Nestle is collaborating with Lahore University of 
Management Sciences (LUMS) to use sensors to monitor when 
crops require water. While answering a question about waste 
water management, Mr Ahmed said that we need to start test-
ing of existing water resources to know the magnitude of wa-
ter contamination. He suggested researchers, academia and 
civil society to take collective actions to ensure access to water 
for our farmers and communities. 

Dr Zulfiqar Ahmed highlighted the interdependence of 
growing water demand with growing number of urban spac-
es and population explosion. He said that numerical models 
show that we have only 5-6 years of water left for our commu-
nities. We have reached this situation due to lack of authentic 

Pakistan’s Shared water Resources: 
time for Solutions
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data incorporation in political 
agendas. We have overbur-
dened our water resources and 
significant a decline in water 
table has been observed. 

While sharing the alarm-
ing situation of water scarcity 
in Islamabad and Rawalpindi, 
Dr Zulfiqar shared that wa-
ter table declines if there is 
no recharge of water. Potohar 
Region has five aquifers, three 
of which have already dried 
due to continuous pumping 
of water. Capital Development 
Authority (CDA), Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA), 
Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA) are the main culprits of 
water scarcity. Continuous pumping of water from resources 
has resulted in decrease in water table in the ground. He also 
shared the example of industries in the urban areas, which are 
continuously pumping groundwater thus leading to scarcity of 
water. 

Dr Ahmed shared the fact that Pakistan gets 70% of water 
from Himalayan range, which faces hindrance due to urban in-
frastructure in direct recharge of water. Therefore, we need to 
build mechanisms to artificially recharge water at the foothills 
of mountains. He suggested promoting rainwater harvesting 
in the areas like Cholsitan where people have steep slopes 
over their houses. 

Ms Ghazala Mansuri discussed the outcome of her report 
on stunting in children due to poor water quality. She said that 
access to basic sanitation in peri urban and rural areas has re-
ceived minimal investments over the years resulting in increas-
ing our exposure to fecal matter. She shared the example of pit 
toilets which send human discharge directly inside the ground. 
This leads to substrate concentration in the groundwater reser-
voirs. It has been found that one in two handpumps in Sindh and 
one in three handpumps in the Punjab carried E. coli. She also 
shared the example of Karachi where water contaminated with 
fecal matter leads to weakening of villi inside the intestines of 
babies thus cause interference in absorption of nutrients. She 
identified that stunting is hindrance in cognitive behavior as 
well which is caused by poor quality drinking water. 

Ms Mansuri suggested introducing and promoting domes-
tic waste water treatment by chlorination before releasing 

used water in water channels. 
She also suggested the gov-
ernment to make substantial 
investments in this sector so 
that safe and healthy supply 
of water for everyone can be 
ensured. She further proposed 
to develop massive communi-
ty involvement programmes 
so that people can save them-
selves from this menace. In re-
ply to a question about internal 
water theft in the country, Ms 
Ghazala said that we need to 
devise strict policies for reg-

ulating dumping of industrial waste water in freshwater res-
ervoirs, subsidies, incentivization and certification for water 
utilization, and strict water pricing strategy plan in order to 
mitigate water scarcity in the country. 

Ms Simi Kamal begin her assessments while sharing the 
history of water policies across the world. Despite shortcom-
ings our National Water Policy shows improved investments in 
water and sanitation sector, she added. She supported the idea 
of water accounting by the government and suggested to build 
district level guidelines suitable for inclusive measures for all 
areas. She also suggested civil societies to play active role in 
protecting water rights of the society. She said that we need to 
design media campaigns which can help change the mindset of 
people towards domestic water utilization. She also suggested 
investment in flood risk reduction to deal with emergency wa-
ter management issues. While answering a question about Ab-
yana rates, Ms Simi said that we need to update our National 
Water Policy in this regards so that uniform laws and penalties 
can be ensured regardless of internal politics and corruption.

Talking about innovative solutions to deal with deteriorat-
ing water quality, salinity and sedimentation, Ms Kamal said 
that the world today is moving towards Nano-technology for 
water treatment and desalination, therefore, similar measures 
are required in our country as well. While answering a ques-
tion about politics of water, she said that we need to draft a 
water treaty with Afghanistan like Indus water treaty to deal 
with our shared water resources. 

At the end, a publication titled “Water and the Private Sec-
tor: Accelerating Sustainable Corporate Water Stewardship & 
Collective Action in Pakistan” was launched. n
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By SADDAm rAfAy

Mr Bernhard Hartleitner identified the gaps and poten-
tial to work for Pakistan’s public and private sector 
financing in the context of Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs). He stressed the need for devising new mecha-
nism for public and private partnership.

Mr Hamid Masood said that many SDGs have been covered 
by us in Kasur (Punjab) through public and private partnership 
in different sectors like water resources, schools and roads but 
shortage of funds is the main hurdle in the completion of these 
projects He called upon the government to take interest in the 
completion of some of the projects, which are incomplete. 

Stressing the need for proper planning by the federal and 
provincial governments, Ms Komil Shakil suggested the policy 
makers to work on Social Impact Financing. 

Mr Alejandro Manriquez shared different milestones in 
the implementation of the 2030 agenda in Maxico with the 

support of GIZ like enabling conditions for a sustainable fi-
nancing environment. He called upon the federal governments 
to use the options of instruments that would allow the most 
efficient use of funds (e.g. budgetary allocations).

Dr Ambreen Waheed discussed about the private financ-
ing to achieve SDGs targets. She said that responsible business 
has responsible competitiveness. She stressed the need for 
involving brands, exporters and investors to invest in supply 
chain communities, innovative health solutions, and wellbeing 
of communities, health and safe products. Businesses and En-
trepreneurs need new thinking not the replicate, she said. She 
further said private organizations need to increase women 
employment and encourage diversity in the organizations. She 
emphasized on the extended role of SECP and FBR to encour-
age the regulatory framework for businesses.

Ms Shazia Amjad stressed the need for impact financing by 
the companies that have social and economic impacts in the de-
velopment of society. Discussing about Creating Shared Values 

Creating Shared Value – Private Financing for the 
Sustainable Development goals
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(CSV) private financing for SDGs, she said since long there is a 
belief that business and society coexist and thrive alongside one 
another, the former creating value for the latter. But, in later years, 
awareness was created about consequences of human activities 
on environment, which led to the realization that business may 
inflict detrimental harm to society. Moreover, glaring incidents of 
irresponsible business conduct, natural calamities believed to be 
the result of poor risk assessment and management have contrib-
uted towards solidifying the perception that businesses profit at 
the expense of society. It was at this point where the concept of 
CSV was presented with an idea that companies can solve socie-
tal problems in profitable ways. The idea behind CSV basically is 
to integrate social issues in capitalistic system so that enhanced 
benefits for both might be achieved. 

“A question that may arise here is that what is new in CSV 
while we already have concepts such as Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR), Corporate Sustainability, philanthropy, etc, 
she said. They all have been created to produce the same out-
come, i.e., creating societal value. While in philanthropy and in 
CSR, the focus is “giving back” or minimizing the harm busi-
ness has on society in CSV companies focus on maximizing the 
competitive value by solving social issues thereby gaining new 
customers and markets, saving on the cost, retaining talent. As 
stated by Porter and Kramer, there are three ways by which 
companies can create shared values; i) reconceiving products 
and markets, ii) rethinking productivity in the value chain, and 
iii) local cluster development.

She said more than five million children in 15 developing 
countries have received sachets of vitamin and mineral pow-
ders that have been approved by UNICEF and the World Health 
Organization as a cost-effective treatment for iron deficiency. 
Remarkably, at a cost of more than two cents per sachet, a 
child’s micronutrient needs for a year can be met for an annu-
al total of $1.50. Beyond individual companies’ level, the idea 
of CSV has possibly found relevant in the context of the “in-
clusive development agenda” coined by the UNDP in the form 
of SDGs. The achievement of SDGs would require an inclusive 
approach where government partners with other sectors, i.e. 
philanthropy, business, academia, civil society organizations 
(CSOs), and media. The SDGs work in the spirit of partnership 
and pragmatism to make the right choices to improve life in 
a sustainable way and that is basically what CSV enshrines. 
The private sector in Pakistan is undoubtedly contributing to-
wards social development. For instance, Public Listed Compa-
nies, which are just 01 per cent of the entire corporate sector, 

contributed PKR. 7.3 billion for common benefit. There has 
been 32 times increase since 2000 in private sector’s contribu-
tion in the form of CSR/donations. Has the private sector really 
been able to create shared value is still a debatable matter? 

Nestlé Pakistan, nonetheless, is an interesting case of CSV 
in the country. The company encourage the direct engagement 
and support to the communities across the value chain: a great 
illustration of embedding the CSV in the business model. The 
consequent value addition to the company’s business and 
the socioeconomic development of the communities are the 
mutually beneficial outcomes of this practice. Nutrition, envi-
ronmental sustainability and rural development are some the 
focus areas of Nestlé Pakistan’s CSV. She said there are several 
cases where the companies believe they are creating shared 
value. However, their interventions are in fact closer to tradi-
tional CSR activities than CSV.

Mr Fuad Hashimi, focussing on the Growth-led develop-
ment model and development-led growth model, said compa-
nies should have CSR like creating employment opportunities 
through human resources development.

He said the Centre of Excellence in Responsible Business 
(CERB) is an outreach initiative of Pakistan Business Council 
that is engaged in changing the mind-set of businesses in Pa-
kistan to engage in responsible business conduct and move 
towards long-term sustainable value creation. CERB recently 
conducted a study of practices in Transforming Business Cul-
ture. The survey has helped understand and educate the pri-
vate sector about the role it can play in creating impact through 
the SDGs on the society and environment. This evidence-based 
research suggests that many companies in Pakistan are now 
looking to embed sustainability and go beyond CSR to increase 
impact and eventually create long-term sustainable value for 
the shareholders as well as other stakeholders.

 He said while green bonds and impact investing appear to 
be still far removed from Pakistan for these to be harnessed to 
invest for SDG impact, businesses within Pakistan can use their 
six capitals, i.e. financial, social, manufacturing, intellectual, natu-
ral, and human to create lasting impact and be transformational 
for the society and environment it depends on to stay in busi-
ness. CERB has planned a couple of initiatives, the SDG Leaders 
Sponsorship Program and the Industry Engagement Program for 
Environmental Stewardship, that aim to change the mind-set of 
businesses and shift ownership of responsibility to the private 
sector beyond mere profit allocations to creating shared value for 
enabling the desired impact. n
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By rAjA TAImUr hASSAn AnD  
FARZAnA yASmeen

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri stressed the need to somehow re-
duce the political temperature so that the government 
might come in a position to work in an environment of 

peace. He said that we should try not to discuss our past griev-
ances and should instead start from today. We can agree to dis-
agree in a very amicable manner and there can be consensus 
on low hanging fruits. 

Rana Afzal Khan said that we can agree on fundamentals 
of charter of economy, and differences on 8th National Finance 
Commission (NFC) Award has to be tackled through consen-
sus.  He said that we must evolve consensus, otherwise, the 
economy would never be corrected amid such polarized po-
litical scenario. 

If we did not learn from the past mistakes, we would not 
be able to achieve our targets or shape our future. It depends 
upon us that whether we want to maintain growth that we 
achieved or whether we want to take the fresh start. One 
should have to ready and know where to go. I have had signed 
IMF agreement and I knew that I needed the dollar though I 

took the decision within a month. He said the PTI government 
is still in oblivion about the loan issue.  

PML-N government achieved growth trajectory after 13 
year by hard work and gained positive signs around the world.  
We can create 10 million jobs only through growth. PML-N 
was the first government who completed the IMF programme 
successfully. The agenda of the PML-N government was 4Es, 
i.e. Economy, Energy, Extremism and Education. Every govern-
ment inherit challenges, and we have had horrible challenges 
in 2013. 

Panama was a conspiracy and see where we are standing 
now. In Panama papers, there were names of Presidents of 
Russia and China, but they contained this news and prevented 
their political system from collapse. 

The Charter of Economy has become a joke in our times 
which aimed to unite everyone amid disrupted democracy. 
Charter of economy is being linked with Charter of democracy. 
What is stopping us on cooperate?  We need to restructure the 
PIA and evolve consensus on the crisis of Pakistan Steel Mills, 
and Railways. 

Ms Rubina Khalid said that we should learn from the past 
mistakes and should move forward. Also, we need to take our 

Charter of Economy
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people on board in order to build consensus on issues of econ-
omy and public interest. 

She said that every government makes mistakes, and this 
government has made too, but now the honeymoon period is 
over. We should learn from the mistakes of the past, let’s move 
on. It’s the people of Pakistan who will pay the prices of con-
frontation and chaos which we have seen in last three months, 
when businesses have lost their trust and held their invest-
ments.  

We assure PTI that if they tell us what their vision is, we 
will help them achieve and support them. We need to think 
where our economy lies exactly. There is no economic policy 
of PTI, he said, adding that we need to strengthen our own 
agro-economy and need to take public on board. 

Senator Nauman Wazir said that his party was willing to 
build consensus on ‘Charter of Economy’ to put country on the 
path of sustainable growth and development. He said that it 
is the responsibility of all political parties to reduce the po-
litical tension and create conducive environment to generate 
consensus on issues around economy. We have to protect our 
interest when negotiating with China, he said, adding that his 
party will achieve growth through domestic resources mobili-
zation, and not through loans. He said that in last five years, Rs 

1200 billion notes were printed, which caused inflation. 
PIA requires value chain analysis. Unless benchmarking 

with the international standards, we may not make PIA a via-
ble enterprise. The economic situation is horrible, whereas we 
need to have sustainable financing debt or loan mechanism. 
There was no clarity in the past whether rural or urban econ-
omy needs to focus on. 

While commenting on education system, Senator Nauman 
said that we are providing worse form of technical training to 
our students, which resulted in poor skilled workforce. There 
are input issues in education, especially in technical education 
system.   

Last month, he said, we have record remittances of $2.4 bil-
lion; our current account deficit is bridging. The good news is 
that PTI did not lose its popularity, not even less than two per 
cent which shows that PTI is performing well. 

While commenting on NFC Award, Nauman said that three 
per cent was going to FATA, which is very high amount and 
similarly other provinces are getting very high share. Some 
provinces such as Sindh is not spending properly and there is 
a lot of corruption there, he said, adding that the biggest loser 
of NFC is center. 

Provinces have very little capacity to deal with issues such 
as drug-regulation, etc. and there is no 
harm in discussing the 18th amend-
ment. 

Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq said 
that PTI has to give due respect to par-
liament in order to strengthen it and 
to discuss and build consensus on core 
issues of the Charter of Economy. She 
said that it is duty of the opposition to 
oversee the performance of the govern-
ment. However, it is unfortunate that 
we have new laws in the Senate after 
Raza Rabbani sets high standards. We 
need to strengthen parliament while 
having consensus on Charter of Econ-
omy. 

Now it is the PTI turn to deliver, take 
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serious confidence building measure and decide core econom-
ic issues. We need to give divorce to our difference on polit-
ical front and reassess our strategy to build confidence. The 
prime minister is blaming his own country and portraying the 
country as corrupt in the world, instead presenting a positive 
picture of it. 

While commenting on IMF programme, she said that PPP 
would have gone to IMF if it were in place of incumbent gov-
ernment. It is a difficult time and we will have to take difficult 
decisions. 

Mr Ali Khizer said that the strategy of former finance min-
ister Ishaq Dar to administer steroids to economy, despite hav-
ing current account deficit of 1.8 per cent of DGP, was a failure.  
The industry was dying due to insufficient and unaffordable 
energy. While commenting on IMF programme, he said that 
the major issue that the country is facing is exchange rate, en-
ergy and fuel prices, where PTI government needs to focus on.  

He said that the charter of economy demands that we all 
need to be on the same page and all political parties should 
have consensus on 8th NFC award. n

By nAUfIl BIn AmIr                     

Dr Bina Pradhan said we should not forget about the 
role of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in the 
economic growth of South Asia. Discussing the role of 

women in SMEs in Nepal, she said Nepalese women contribute 
to about 20% of all businesses and employments. “I specially 
feel that women need to be taken into account as a result of 
gender equality, and there is a huge gap in the gender equality 
which makes a huge difference in the economy of a country.” 
It’s true that in Nepal women are the main producers of prima-

ry commodities and products, but we still lack policies to tack-
le growth issues. There are inadequate banking interventions, 
is a lack of capital, so ultimately, we have to compromise on 
the quality of the products that prevent the SMEs from turn-
ing into successful ventures. She concluded that besides the 
intra-regional agreements, we have mentioned the need for 
SMEs only once since 1993.

Ms Tayyaba Batool discussed as to how her organization 
has been working since long for the promotion of SMEs and 
their development. She said that the biggest problem they face 
is the lack of information about the exact number of SMEs op-

Intra-regional Economic Cooperation is South Asia 
for SmE’s Development
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erating since the creation of Pakistan. She highlighted the fact 
that due to a lot of paperwork and lengthy procedures, people 
feel discouraged to bring forth their proposals. She mentioned 
that after the 18th amendment, the Punjab Board of Invest-
ment got divided into many smaller divisions that made it dif-
ficult for SMEs to get them registered. She said that we don’t 
have a proper E-Banking system that serves as gateway to the 
development and export of these goods for better livelihoods 
of the people. At the end, she stressed the need to create a fo-
rum for knowledge sharing and introduce hard skills to better 
integrate the SMEs in the region.

Ms Mehr Shah highlighted the ability of SMEs in our state 
craft that can grow to the multitude of an industry and con-
tribute to the economy. She said that we have been unable to 
do so because of many hurdles. She insisted that Pakistan can 
learn from India and Bangladesh as we have the lowest private 
sector lending to the SMEs at 10%.

She further explained how her organization has been able 
to provide equity financing to the SMEs working in agriculture 
and healthcare sectors. She said her organization also works 
for the introduction of technology in the R&D in which Paki-
stan stands at 9% as compared to India that is at 40%. She 
explained as to how we can revamp our SMEs by dealing with 
them on daily meal basis and familiarizing them with grants. 
She presented a mechanism that can improve the conditions 
and the contributions of the SMEs in the region by creating a 
chain of effective economic systems that work to generate re-
gional conversation and open corridors of knowledge sharing.

Dr Shumail Daud said: “When I think about the develop-
ment of the SMEs, I think of two things - unavailability of an 
enabling environment as a public policy issue, and the issue of 
provision of  capital”. “I have worked for over 20 years in this 
field and the availability of capital is the foremost neglected 
sector from the policy makers; we started our work in 2009 
in Bangladesh but later many of these opportunities shifted to 
Europe because of the political situation of our region.”

He acknowledged that under the umbrella of SAARC, the 
initiative to provide capital will go a long way. Dr. Shumail 
mentioned that they also host the office of SMIDA, which has 

been successful in conducting many certifications over the 
years but again we face some difficulties as some of these pro-
grammes are left midway or that we don’t understand them 
at their level. He stressed the need to bring simpler tools of 
knowledge that the SME sector can enjoy. The State Bank has 
not been able to understand the dynamics of SMEs complete-
ly and the small industries have been unable to secure loans 
and capital over the years. Referring to the CPEC projects, he 
argued that only the larger industries will benefit from this 
project. 

Mr Bipul Chatterjee discussed the role of SMEs from the 
perspective of an economic expert. According to his recom-
mendations, the states should divert a lot of their capital to-
wards the SMEs in order to bring in more FDI into the country. 
Discussing how the South Asian states are facing a premature 
notion of industrialization, he said unless we increase it we 
cannot call ourselves industrialized states. He said that job cre-
ation in this sector is extremely limited and many a times, it’s 
not even recognized as it should be. In states that focused on 
their SMEs, 60% weightage is given to jobs creation; in South 
Asia, only 3% of FDI goes to the SMEs. Mr Bipul highlighted 
that the agriculture sectors of India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh 
have a lot of potential to expand and develop, so these states 
can also invest in the neighboring SMEs and gather knowledge. 
In the end, he proposed that with the joint help form Pakistan 
maybe we can create an exclusive economic zone near the 
Wagha-Tari border as a will of regional cooperation between 
India and Pakistan.

Rana Muhammad Afzal Khan said: ‘I have learned a lot 
about the SMEs today that I didn’t knew before’. He held the 
view that we need to understand that SMEs are the backbone 
of a state and we need to provide capital to let them grow. He 
mentioned that apart from capital we need to start an initia-
tive to impart hard skills to our youths that can help them earn 
from the entrepreneurial sector. Mentioning the banking sec-
tor, he promised to launch a drive for these loans to be grant-
ed and accepted to keep the manufacturing industries inside 
Pakistan and joined Mr Bipul to convey his message of an EEZ 
near the Wagha-Tari Border. n
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By SyeDA mAhAm SherAZI

The session on the “Role of private sector on climate ac-
tion in Pakistan” focused on the CPEC and its implica-
tion on Pakistan’s international commitments pertain-

ing to climate change and reforms to increase the efficiency of 
the private sector in tackling with climate action.

Mr Nisar A Memon sought the role of private sector in cli-
mate change and said it is a reality that climate change is af-
fecting all of us globally. Discussing the COP-23 that took place 
in Poland this year, he said: “We are in a difficult position; this 
generation has failed to give what it should have been given.” 
He said that we may have failed to bring up to the level, but 
isn’t it a country of 220 million and we are custodians of many 
glaciers, plains of the Punjab, mountains of northern areas, 
and coastal areas of Sindh and Balochistan. He also discussed 
climate change policy, national water policy 2017, forest poli-
cy and private sector’s work which is going on in Pakistan. 

He concluded the session by giving some key recom-
mendations that innovative awareness campaigns should be 
launched in connection with environment. Stressing the need 
to think at community level, he urged the private sector to al-
locate more funds, i.e. moving from CSR to more shared value 
approach and focusing on the three Ts (i.e. technology, tourism 

and transit). 
Dr Shaukat Hameed Khan presented the statistical 

analysis of private sector engagement on climate action 
and energy transition. He focused on affordable and sim-
ple techniques for their use in industries and organizations. 
“Energy is one of the driving forces for climate change, he 
said, adding that “if the public and private sectors jointly 
work on efficient techniques to use this energy to regulate 
climate action, only then we can reduce the rising tempera-
ture.” He stressed that our temperature has already risen 
from the preferred value of 1.5 degrees.

He added that simple managements of energy in home can 
mitigate a lot of heat so we can work on strategic frameworks 
to use this factor to reduce global warming. Dr Khan suggested 
that we can reduce increase in energy ratio by a factor of 02 
simply by reducing the emissions of coal. 

Mr Abu Akif said the government and private sector need 
to join hands to mitigate the effects of climate change. Explain-
ing the phenomenon of 1.5 degrees rise of temperature, he 
said that imagine of earth having a fever and it is increasing 
each year by two degrees. “This state of earth will be difficult 
for the survival of species living on it.” He concluded that pri-
vate sector needs to be facilitated by the bureaucracy in this 
regard.

Role of Private Sector in Climate Action
Chair:	 Mr	Nisar	A.	Memon,	Founding	Member,	Water	Environment	Forum	and	Former	Minister	for	Information
Special Remarks:	 Ms	Ayesha	Khan,	Country	Director,	Hashoo	Foundation
Speakers:	 Dr	Shaukat	Hameed	Khan,	Former	Chairmen,	COMSTECH
	 Mr	Naeem	Zamindar,	Former	Chairmen,	Board	of	Investment,	Government	of	Pakistan	and	CEO,	Zamindar	Capital
	 Ms	Shazia	Maqsood	Amjad,	executive	director,	Pakistan	Centre	for	Philanthropy
	 Mr	Omer	M.	Malik,	Director	Shams	Power	(Private)	Limited,	yieldWerx,	PITCO
	 Mr	Abu	Akif,	Secretary,	Pakistan	Tennis	Federation	(PTF)	
Panel Organizers: Mr	Arif	Rahman,	Senior	Program	Manager,	Environment,	Climate	Change	and	DRR,	Hashoo	Foundation,		
	 Islamabad,	Pakistan.	
	 Mr	Ahmed	Awais	Khaver,	Research	Assistant,	SDPI,	Islamabad	
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Mr Naeem Zamindar said the more spiritually awakened 
you are, the more responsibility you will feel for everything. 
He said that the private sector needs to take ownership of the 
country and then devise a strategy to overcome the issue of 
climate change. “If this state of earth continues, then this may 
be the last generation of humans, he said, adding that tech-
nology has the potential to empower any country, so we need 
to get benefit of it. He suggested that our markets need to be 
realigned towards thinking of the real good.

The people of Pakistan, he said, need massive transforma-
tion; they need to introduce innovations to mitigate the impact 
of climate change. He said this government wants to create a 
social welfare society and the trajectory can be completely re-
versed just by building a framework. A simple change is not 
sufficient, but we need to bring about a revolution to fight the 
hazards of climate change, he concluded.

Ms Shazia Maqsood Amjad talked about resources, cost 
of climate rising across the world, and environmental degra-
dation which, she said, is nine per cent of the GDP.  Private sec-
tor needs to think of undertaking activities in social develop-
ment, she said, adding that companies need to think of a way 
from CSR approach. CSR is a redistributive policy; when com-
panies move from it to create a shared value view, they need 

to think of adopting techniques to climate change mediation, 
she concluded. 

Mr Omer M. Malik emphasized the bigger role of private 
sector in climate action. “We should go for competition be-
cause if you are in an uncompetitive economy, you will pro-
duce uncompetitive products. He said the government and 
private sector should focus on three Ts to work on 17th SDG. 

Ms Ayesha Khan said eight targets of climate action focus 
on private sector profit and nonprofit sector’s key role, poli-
cies and planning, connection between policy formulation and 
ground realities. and bridging the gap between knowledge and 
capacity building. She suggested the private sector to run their 
businesses in an environment-friendly manner.

“Private sector needs to build its own capacity and focus on 
finance, she said, adding that innovation is not only about cre-
ativity but also unpacking your capabilities on business. She 
said no one can work alone, all should work together to over-
come these challenges. In this regard, she concluded, private 
sector needs to take the lead to yield positive results.

Dr Imran Khalid discussed the opportunities and barri-
ers for enabling climate action, identifying priority sectors and 
players and engagement of private sector for climate action in 
Pakistan. n

Poverty Reduction through Social mobilization 
in South Asia
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By USmAn AlI AnD ArSAlAn AhmeD

This session revolved around the discussion 
on poverty reduction through social mobi-
lization in South Asia. 

Mr Shoaib Sultan, who is one of the pioneers 
of poverty reduction programmes in Pakistan, 
defined social mobilization as the primary step 
for community in terms of development and bet-
terment. He said he initiated the Aga Khan Rural 
Support Programme (AKRSP) in 1982 and after-
wards steered various programmes in South Asia, 
including Pakistan, influencing the lives of mil-
lions of rural poor. He said he set up demonstra-
tion pilots in six countries of the SAARC region, on 
the pattern of AKRSP. He said he has served as the 
Chairman of National Rural Support Programme 
and the board of eight out of eleven RSPs. In rec-
ognition of his services, he received the Global 
500 award in 1989, Sitara-e- Imtiaz in 1990, the 
Ramon Magsaysay Award in 1992 and the WWF 
Conservation Medal in 1994.

He shared three valuable ingredients of social 
mobilization that help reduce poverty. The first 
ingredient, according to him, is the willingness 
of community represented through honest local 
leadership. The second one is the presence of 
community support organization which should 
comprise honest and dedicated leadership, and 
the third - the most important ingredient - is the 
political commitment of government.

Mr Koshif Rijabekov shared his views as to 
how AKRSP model was adopted in Mountain So-
cieties Development Support Program (MSDSP) 
to produce successful results in Tajikistan. He 
is of the view that the bottom-up participato-
ry approach is the key to success in connection 
with these programmes. Moreover, he focused 
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on five cross-cutting themes like gender equality, environ-
ment, vulnerable households, strategic partnership and youth 
empowerment. This programme helped in many ways, i.e. 
entrepreneurship development, tourism promotion and 
cross-border cooperation. He said the cross-border cooper-
ation helps in an exchange of experience on market devel-
opment, research on meat and dairy and strategic meetings 
on removing barriers. In tourism promotion, there are new 
tour products through Tajik-Afghan Badakhshan. Efforts 
have also been made for the capacity building of PECTA and 
local tour operators. 

Mrs Munawar Humayun highlighted the impact of com-
munity based Social Mobilization intervention to empower 
vulnerable groups and the importance of setting up the value 
chain so that the women from the poorest villages could sell 

their products and handicraft in the global market.
Mr Ejaz Rahim emphasized the importance of public pol-

icy in terms of poverty reduction. He said that there should 
be proper intervention of government through public policy 
to eradicate poverty. Moreover, he said that the success of pov-
erty reduction programmes can be achieved if they reach the 
community at the household level.

Dr Tariq Banuri concluded with the remarks that there 
should be proper monitoring and evaluation of poverty re-
duction programmes at grass roots level to check their effec-
tiveness and success. He was of the view that the stakeholders 
like NRSP, donors and government should be brought on the 
same page. He stressed the need to introduce rural support 
programme approach in our education system to bridge the 
gap between academic research and field communities. n

By rIjA hAfeeZ & mAryAm hASSAn

Dr Nausheen Hamid discussing breast feeding and prices of medicines Originative 
brands, said that there are three reference ranges in India and Bangladesh. “If the 
medicines aren’t available in Pakistan, then we go for medicines manufactured in 

the Philippines, Malaysia and then the United Kingdom.” She stressed the need for local 
manufacturing of medicines so as to hold a control over the medicine prices. She added 
that today, Pakistan’s export is 200 million whereas, India has Rs 20 billion worth of 
exports right now. Registration processes are long but eventually pricing policies aren’t 
only increased as well whereas they have been decreased many a times in the past. In-
surance cards do not include OPD medicines nowadays. But we will try to add OPD med-
icines in it, since it’s not just about pricing because there is need to control the quality 
too. It is actually a delicate balance that medicines should be of good quality as well and 
at the same time they should be available at cheaper rates.

Ms Ayesha Raza Farooqi said ‘73 Constitution esures the right to life by the state, 

Achieving SDgs through Citizen-Centric 
Health Reforms
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therefore, today, there is a need to talk about health life in-
surance in order to secure a healthy lifestyle. To give a basic 
healthy lifestyle to citizens, she said, all the federal parties 
must work to eradicate polio. Polio is a political and securi-
ty issue but as a national programme it must be kept above 
politics. Data collection should be increased. Success always 
comes from community development and that is why access to 
smaller cities for primary care is quite important.

Mr Mehmood Jan said that there is a shortage of doctors 
in KP and now they have hired 10,000 doctors. Doctors sala-
ries have been doubled since the government had increased 
the health budget, he said, adding that “we are ambitious re-
garding health safety and better life as medicines of multi-na-
tional companies are available in the province.” He pledged to 
sort out all the health issues soon. Bills regarding catering for 
health issues have been passed from the assembly but their 
implementation is also important, he maintained.

Mr Qasim Ali Shah acknowledged that 30 per cent KP 
health budget comes from the government. Until or unless ba-
sic problems aren’t get resolved, the quality of health sector 
can’t increase. He said they have to utilize 10 per cent of the 
budget on health and therefore one can easily hire a doctor. He 
stressed the need to work at grass roots level. Problems are 
actually solved by the public themselves and we are here only 
to give directions.

Dr Samina suggested to go for the positive aspects too 
and not just the negative ones. Main Problem in the BHQ is the 
non-availability of doctors at the Rural Health Centre level, she 
said, adding that awareness campaigns should be launched in 
every area. In the Punjab, she said, the health sector has im-
proved to a very good level, but people need to be informed 
and trained about diseases and for this purpose seminars 
should be organized at local level.

Dr Nazir Ahmed said that nutrition is a multi health pro-
gramme, and in Pakistan few indicators are not good. The 
main issue of malnutrition is high population growth and a 
low nutrient value. Even educated people do not know their 
diet in fact they should be educated regarding the nutrient val-

ue of their diet.
Dr Bashir said that basically there is no law about data 

collection and one cannot make policies or any law unless we 
credible data by the private sector. Data is the basic evidence 
for making policies and strategies, he said.

Dr Najma Afzal Khan said that the failure in implementing 
the Millennium Development Goals (MGDs) was due to lack of 
accountability, data collection, awareness and political will. To 
achieve these goals, we should fulfil all these gaps since the 
private sector is very weak in generating data.

Ms Ayesha Ehsan said that citizens aren’t get involved in 
policy making whereas they should be provided knowledge, 
even laws should not be passed without their active involve-
ment. The government should deliver message to the general 
public regarding how should they safeguard their health. Not 
only the lower classes, but also our elite has no guidance with 
respect to the nutrient value of their food content.

Mehr Taj Roghaan said health should not be associated with 
politics. In the 60s and 70s, health situation of the country was 
better as compared to the present day. We should learn from our 
failures, she said, adding that currently the most appreciating is 
that we are initiating our work from the grass roots level. Until 
and unless, we start working at the basic level, we cannot reach 
the top. She stressed the need to get health bills passed, which is 
the responsibility of the bureaucrats.

Dr Ashok Kumar stressed the need to keep check on the 
medicines’ quality through developing software and other 
mechanisms as well since there is no an existing monitoring 
on raw materials. The government has so far no mechanism to 
count the registered patients of Tuberculosis. It is the need of 
the hour to educate citizens regarding health safety measures.

Dr Nisar Cheema emphasized that SDGs cannot be 
achieved in isolation as they all are inter-linked. Goal 3 - good 
health and wellbeing - is connected with Goal 4 that is about 
good education which means that in order to solve health is-
sues through awareness, education is important. Environment 
is also very important. “Today we have a number of challenges 
and our success lies in identifying the right man for the right 
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job. Active and public partnership is currently the need of 
the hour. We have effective networks in order to bring about 
health reforms such as lady health officers and vaccinators 
who are stationed at far-off places.” By using this network, we 
have actually gathered women and trained them through ef-
fective programmes.

Brig. Amir Ikram said health is not a neglected sector, but 
we need to highlight the fact that unity is important to build 
something. There is a need to unite our strengths. New com-
mittee has been formed for testing and in the next few months 
we will come at par at the national level but also at the interna-
tional level and then we will stand beside the rest of the world 
in terms of data collection. Data provides strength therefore 
we must provide resources to provinces for data collection. 
There is a need to provide a platform for data integration from 
the public and the private sector. He said health concerns need 
to be addressed that are arising directly from the community 
for their betterment.  We have the talent, and what we only 
need is national policies integration for this purpose.

Dr Fayyaz Ahmed acknowledged the work that has al-
ready been done on social accountability. Delay in health sys-
tem improvement is today`s concern. Awareness raising along 
with behavioral change is the need of the hour but in order 
to consider health as a citizens’ right is also very important. 
We must legitimize the voices at grass roots level in order to 
consider their issues at local level through any mechanism or 
else these voices will die. Civil society allies, media, think tanks 
are existing today because without them we cannot devise and 
present health policies.

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri said SDPI used a promo of SEHAT IN-
TIKHAB for a media campaign during 2018 general elections in col-
laboration with the Palladium International which remained very 
successful. He added that before elections, SDPI selected health to 
get prioritized instead of making it a political issue. Therefore, there 
is need to see what all the political parties can do regarding health 
policies plus if there is any Cross-Party Agenda. Surveys have been 
conducted all over Pakistan, but the major focus was Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and Punjab. In May 2018, Herold monthly conducted 
a performance rating of the Provincial Governments wherein Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz (PM-N) development model was given 
the best rating. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in KP improved the 
social service delivery as a health facility. Education facilities also 

got better at grass roots level. In Punjab, health issues were better 
at the tertiary level. People were satisfied with the performance of 
Union Council and the BHQs where there were no big medical cen-
ters. In Punjab, tertiary facilities were available but now facilities 
related citizen-centric health reforms are available for citizens. 
At the federal level, drug regulations can be carried out as well. 
While explaining the findings of the Progress and commitment 
gap analysis, Dr Suleri said that citizens-centric approach is largely 
missing in health sector reforms. Health policy does not exist and 
strategies are expiring. There are insufficient health budget allo-
cations and inconsistency and insufficiency health departments 
in retaining health data. He further said that key health policies 
ensure that health as a right of citizens must be added to the fun-
damental human rights chapter of the Constitution through an 
amendment. Adequately funded citizen centric health plans in 
line with the SDGs and the country’s vision is the utmost need of 
the hour. There is also need to increase the health budget by 2 to 
3 % of GDP from the existing allocation and the health insurance 
coverage to the poor must be extended. He said BHUs should be 
equipped with latest health facilities and the prices of medical 
products must be reduced in order to make them affordable for 
the poor. Senior citizens, and people living with special needs 
should be given preference in the health sector by providing them 
adequate medical care since ‘No one left behind’ mantra of SDGs 
calls for ‘People centric health reforms. 

Dr Suleri, while explaining the Citizen Health Manifesto, 
said that the government hospitals must be women-friendly 
and in line with the patients’ rights and should have a materni-
ty care charter. Health system is to be made accountable to citi-
zens strengthening their participation and improving transpar-
ency in health governance. Focus should be on developing and 
improving telemedicine infrastructure and services to a level 
that communities do not have to travel to District Headquar-
ters (DHQs) and Tehsil Headquarters (THQs) for health ser-
vices. Full immunization coverage programme needs to have 
adequately financed physical stocks and services in a safe and 
secure environment and the healthcare infrastructure should 
be expanded instead of the current reduction trend in the 
number of health facilities at village level. Citizens grievance 
redressal mechanism in health services should be established 
at different tiers, i.e. local, district and provincial levels to help 
support the marginalized and the poor, Dr Suleri concluded. n
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By SyeDA mAhAm SherAZI & SAAmIA BATool

The session mainly focused on the best practices of fiscal 
decentralization, lessons learnt and common challenges 
from Germany and peer countries in Asia. 

Dr Jan Werner said the German model focused on vertical 
equalization versus horizontal equalization, revenue equal-
ization versus cost equalization and the German equalization 
system among the states. He said that fiscal equalization can 
take place both vertically and horizontally. Germany’s fiscal 
equalization among the federal states is based on Article 107 
of the German Constitution and consists of several levels, he 
said, adding that the horizontal fiscal equalization among the 
federal states can be classified as the distribution of corpo-
ration tax and personal income tax, the distribution of value 
added tax, fiscal equalization among the federal states (nar-
row definition) and the allocation of additional funds by the 
central government.

Dr Werner continued to say that equalization is always a 
technical and political decision. “To determine the financial 

strength of every single federal state in Germany, he said, 
one has to calculate the financial strength indicator in the fis-
cal equalization system. This figure is composed of a 100 % 
state-specific total sum of state taxes as well as 64% of the mu-
nicipal taxes and is measured per capita. He maintained that 
the German government devised a new framework on 23rd 
June 2001, according to which, the federal states and the cen-
tral government agreed on a reform of fiscal equalization sys-
tem, which will come into force from 2005 onwards and will 
last until 2019. He suggested that transparency is required in 
order to make public policy visible for equalization.

Mr Sanjeev Pokharel, while discussing the revenue sharing 
in Nepal’s nascent federalism, said Nepal doesn’t have any tran-
sition handling channel. Only two provinces have names and 
others are called by names in Nepal. “There is some kind of mis-
understanding between local and federal government in Nepal, 
which should be removed.” He said the role of local government 
should be enhanced to achieve fiscal decentralization. 

Rana Muhammad Afzal said that the government of Pa-
kistan should devise a strategy to monitor the money sharing 
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between provincial and federal governments.  
Balancing of resources is the biggest chal-
lenge, he said, adding that fiscal decentraliza-
tion has to be a wholesome exercise and our 
government isn’t giving a full package in this 
regard.

Dr Kaiser Bengali said Pakistan needs 
to create a chapter for local governments 
to effectively start functioning. He said that 
the 7th National Finance Commission (NFC) 
award changed single criterion into multi-
ple criteria. Discussing Balochistan being 
the largest province and having smallest 
budget, he said the fiscal shape has shrunk 
and created a physical imbalance and the 
real cause is that it has failed to make rev-
enues. He said the decrease in growth rate 
has resulted in revenues fall. 

Dr Bengali suggested to the government 
to remove income and corporate tax from 
the divisible pool to bridge the gaps in fiscal 
decentralization. For achieving fiscal decen-
tralization, it is necessary to put agricultural income in fed-
eral domain. He stressed upon reconfiguring NFC award. He 
said NFC is a constitutional body, which is formed after ev-
ery five years. It is tasked to determine respective shares of 
federation & provinces of specified federal tax revenues. He 
said that in order to achieve equity in objectives, there is a 
need to make NFC award dynamics. He also highlighted that 
richest 10% of the population pays 10% of their income 
in taxes, but the poorest 10% pays 16% of their income in 
taxes. He added that the GST claims 9% of income of the 
poorest 10% of households, & less than 6% of income of the 

richest 10% of households. He called upon the government 
to change the incentive structure of Pakistan. 

Dr Hafiz A. Pasha said that the unity in diversity is the key 
message for the federation of Pakistan. The people of Pakistan 
should let political maturity and wisdom prevail, he said, add-
ing that there is a need for high degree of rationalization at 
federal level. 

Highlighting that Pakistan is ranked as the poorest country 
in Asia, he said that most of the human development is seen at 
provincial and local level. In reply to a question, Dr Pasha sug-
gested that everyone in Pakistan, the government and people, 
should join hands to use money judiciously. n
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By rAfIA fArrUkh 

Senator Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh suggested finding ways 
to stop the use of tobacco throughout the country. “It is the 
responsibility of the government to legislate on it,” he said, 

adding that “we should not forget to take on board the people 
for whom the policies are made and implemented. In the third 
world countries, he maintained, industrialists adhere to laws as 
and when it suits them.  Instead of implementing laws, we should 
focus more on tax collection, for instance the ’sin tax’, he suggest-
ed. The government is ready to impose taxes in any form, he said, 
adding that we need to create an environment where laws can 
be implemented. “Parliamentarians are unaware of many laws, 
which are usually not debated. The bills tabled in parliament 
have many drawbacks since, they are more like a ‘cut and paste’ 
job. We need legislations that satisfy a common man’s needs and 
that can be implemented by the police thus leading to success. We 
need not to copy any country’s laws and instead should amend 
our laws according to the wishes of general public, and only then 
they will be successfully implemented. Research studies should 
be conducted in the country and their findings should be pub-
lished.” He suggested that a broader campaign should be started 

at the provincial level to take measures against the sale of tobacco 
in towns and villages.”

Mr Waseem Iftikhar, terming the tobacco use in any form 
deadly, said smoking kills half of its users, and World Health 
Organization (WHO) predicted that over 10 million people 
will lose their lives to tobacco by the year 2025. Stressing the 
need to develop and implement stringent and rapid preventive 
strategies to control this menace, he said: “Pakistan is signa-
tory to the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
(FCTC), and multiple laws have been developed in this regard 
but Pakistan is ranked amongst top 10 countries of the world 
with the highest tobacco use.” 

“Majority of the low and middle-income countries have ac-
quired many communicable and non-communicable diseases 
and Pakistan is one of them.  Besides causing mouth and throat 
cancer, tobacco is the single cause of death and many more re-
lated tobacco diseases today.” He said preventative measures 
taken against tobacco use by some of the countries, include 
Clean Air Act, increase in taxation on tobacco products, aware-
ness campaigns and educational programmes for public about 
tobacco hazards and printing of graphic health warnings on 
the cigarette packets. However, he added, factors such as lack 
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of interest among masses and slackness 
on the part of implementation authorities, 
large tax revenues from the tobacco com-
panies and the pressure exerted from the 
tobacco industries have undermined these 
laws. “The capacity to detect and treat to-
bacco related diseases is hampered by weak 
information systems and the shortage of 
health personnel to maintain the policy and 
the practice. Successful health campaigns 
such as printing of graphic warnings on 
tobacco packets have resulted in change of 
perception and loss of appeal for cigarettes. 
Pakistan had proposed to cover 85% of the 
space on packets with hazardous health 
graphics by 2015 but later lowered it to 50% 
and 60% in the fiscal year 2018-19. Pakistan 
lags behind the world to control the tobac-
co epidemic. To overcome these short-com-
ings, we need to make robust policies and 
strict implementations. SDPI is launching a 
capacity building initiative within the legis-
lative framework to increase the size of the 
pictorial warnings on the tobacco products.” 
He further said that tobacco companies pay large amounts of 
taxes which give them undue leverage globally.

Dr Nausheen Hamid said Pakistan has signed the FCTC 
and we have a couple of legislations to follow, but the main 
problem occurs on the implementation part. “The drawback 
in our country is that cigarette brands are easily available 
at rather cheap prices. For instance, you can buy a cigarette 
pack for about $1 whereas abroad it costs up to $6to 7.” Un-
fortunately, cigarettes are not heavily taxed in Pakistan but the 
government is now taking initiatives., he said, adding that the 
‘sin tax’ has been imposed on cigarette and soft drinks. The sin 
tax will be given to the health ministry which will spend it to 
improve public health. Other measures include notified picto-
rial health warnings, the size is to be increased to 85%, and as 
stated in the legislations, smoking at work and public places, 
as well as vehicles is to be prohibited. Mandatory signs of ‘no 
smoking’ should be put up at public areas and on billboards. 
He called for banning cigarettes sale to minors and said: “We 

need to find a way forward to improve and implement the ex-
isting laws.”

Nadeem Iqbal told the participants as how laws against 
tobacco have been undermined.  Tobacco control mechanism 
was inherited from the British government. He regretted that 
laws are not discussed in parliament, either these are en-
dorsed or produced in the shape of ordinances. He said the 
only law initiated was the tax law under article 13 that called 
for banning of tobacco promotion at the point of sale. This law 
was however withdrawn by the Senate. He further said doc-
tors are just one component of the law since a lot more people 
are involved. These issues are never debated in the National 
Assembly.   Tobacco control initiative requires a multispectral 
policy, which involves a number of ministries, including the 
Ministry of Commerce.  

Sadia Razzaq highlighted that the warnings issued should at 
least be implemented. Tobacco is not only limited to cigarettes 
but also available in the form of Sheesha. Throughout the coun-
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try, there is no warning on these tobacco products; in educational 
institutes there is no health warnings.  She said that these loop-
holes need to be closed.  “We need to know the financial and eco-
nomic burden on the country due to tobacco related diseases. We 
are paying in terms of health, productivity and human resource. 
This revenue paid in health services is much more than what we 
derive from the tobacco generating companies. Tobacco not only 
affects a person but it also affects the economy as a whole.”

Dr Ziauddin Islam said that in 2009 the pictorial health 
warning was first introduced in Pakistan because WHO recom-
mended that pictorial warning was important to guide smokers. 
In 2009, the pack contained 30 per cent pictorial warnings and 

10% text. This continued till 2015; many efforts were made to 
implement Article 11 of FCTC to increase the size of warning. The 
Health Ministry had to undergo a lot of pressure in this regard. 
According to the research studies conducted in the country, the 
cost of treating tobacco- caused disease is Rs 143 billion annually. 
There should be warning on smokeless tobacco and tobacco con-
trol cells should be in contact with the FBR to put these products 
in the tax-net. Once they are part of the tax-net, they will also con-
tain health warnings. However, there is no restriction on Sheesha 
and only its import and its allied substances are banned. The law 
alone is not enough since its implementation and enforcement 
should be made essential, he said. n

By mADIhA komAl

Mr Simon Nicholas said Australia believed in one-point 
agenda that rich nations should not be faced with 
power shortages. He said Australia has worked hard 

in this field and we have generated enough power for the 
country and decided not to build coal-based power generation 
plants anymore. Australia’s total focus is now on renewables, 
and is working on both solar and wind power generation, he 
added.

Mr Ashroff Hasan Raza said Pakistan has started build-
ing its renewable power systems in 2006. Till today around 
1600MW renewable energy has been added to the system. 
Power generated from wind sources is cheap and costs only 
4-5 cents per kilowatt hour. Today the renewables are con-
tributing to power generation in the country. Availability, af-
fordability and sustainability of energy are the key factors that 
define the need for renewable energy and advocates the case. 
Another thing we should look into is demand vs supply. Mar-
ginally more production is understandable, but excessively 
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more production capacity is basically a sunk cost. If we com-
pare the cost of power generation, we will find that oil based 
or coal-based plants are producing electricity at the cost of 
Rs9/KWh, but the same amount of energy is produced by wind 
sources only in Rs 5/KWh. By this, we can save money and our 
reserves can be increased 3 times just by cutting fuel cost for 
energy generation. 

Mr Nadeem Babar highlighted a few problems regarding 
energy generation in Pakistan. Starting with what we have to 
achieve in future with a focus on what we have to overcome 
from past. Before looking into our future, we need to stop the 
bleeding and resolve our legacy issues. Gaps between payables 
in June 2018 was Rs 453 billion. Pakistan is faced with a big 
quantity of energy leakage which is estimated to be around 
1/3 of the total energy produced.  No system in the world can 
sustain with this much leakage. He said his government has 
launched a massive crackdown on theft and non-recovery. 
“We have a target to reduce this non-recovery to half of total 
amount by the end of this year and will bring it near to zero by 
the end of next year. He also mentioned that we have seasonal 
variation of electricity used around 41%, which means if we 
produce 100% for peak season then around 41% will be wast-
ed in non-peak season. This 41% will be considered liability 
and people will have to pay for it too. He also said that we ex-
pect consumers to pay for what they use, but it is not the case. 
In long-term, the government is looking for the availability of 
energy, affordability of energy, and sustainability of energy.

Mr Babar said we are focusing on electricity for all. Our pri-
ority is to make it affordable and sustainable. We can proudly 
say that the policies being made now are for the betterment of 
Pakistan and will remain effective for long. Earlier, he said, the 
policies were made that were tenure based or party based and 
were limited to five years only, but now we are making long-
term policies that are solely people’s supportive and not for 
any political party or a person. These policies cover the span 
of at least 25 years. I can proudly say that there is no ad-hoc 
policy being made and the future of renewables in Pakistan 
is bright. “We should minimize the imported oil based power 
generation. We don’t expect to run any oil-based power gener-
ation plant after this year. We also expect that we won’t be run-

ning other power plant that will cost us more than Rs 11/KWh.
He said the PM’s Task Force for Energy Reforms is work-

ing with Planning Commission and we are looking for hybrid 
power generation. These hybrids are of two types that is 
wind+solar and solar+hydel. At present, 23 wind power gen-
eration units are connected to the national grid and more will 
be added soon. We are considering all our requirements with 
the seasonal variations, e.g. base load, mid merit and peaking 
capacity. He mentioned that we are looking for private sector 
to invest in power generation and we are changing the cur-
rent model of dams in our country and all sizes of hydel power 
projects need to be built to cater for the energy requirements 
of the country.

Mr Omer Haroon Malik highlighted that we need to 
change our approach for energy production but this change 
should be transitional over the period of time and cannot 
be done overnight. We need to strengthen our regulatory 
framework and a lot of work is to be done on its non-align-
ment with the system. Adding renewables is a good idea but, 
this is not a one-day job. Proper planning is required before 
executing any idea and for this the regulatory authority for 
power generation and planning commission should work 
collaboratively by considering the energy production in 
the country, energy intensity in the country and compare 
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it with energy production in developed countries. All these 
parameters should at least be analyzed before executing 
any plan. He mentioned that we should also look for energy 
efficiency and energy reservation.

Mr Khalid Mansoor expressed his satisfaction over the 
long-term policies devised by the government. Prior to this, 
short-term policies have been made and we are optimistic and 
looking forward to have an energy-sufficient Pakistan. He said 
in the past we had the issues that policies were short-term, 
energy production was from most inappropriate methods and 
the plants made for furnace oil were not long lasting. He said 
Pakistan has 175 billion tonnes of coal that is more than col-
lective reserves of oil in Iran and Saudi Arabia. He appreciated 
the efforts being made for renewable power generation but at 
the same time, he said, we cannot neglect the fact that coal has 
to play a fundamental part in power generation for our coun-

try. Pakistan has lowest carbon footprints not because we are 
efficient in power generation but because we don’t produce. 
We have lowest per capita power generation in the world and 
more than 26 million people in Pakistan don’t have the facility 
of electricity.

Dr Fatima Khushnood said the goal of IPPA is to produce 
renewable, environment-friendly energy. The Association, she 
said, advocates for the production of clean and green power, 
conducts research on latest technologies, and tells how to 
keep it sustainable.

In reply to a question, Mr. Asad from Asian Development 
Bank, said that the ADB is working for regional coordination 
and interconnection between the countries and is working on 
a combined energy policy for the region. This will help coun-
tries reduce their risks of energy security and will be able to 
produce more efficiently. n

By nABGHA IQBAl

The session discussed different aspects of left politics in 
South Asia, including the glorious past, present decline 
and a bright future of left politics in the region. The 

distinguished panelists gave a set of pragmatic policy recom-
mendations to restore the role of Left wing in Pakistan and the 
world over. 

Mr Ahmed Salim gave a brief historical background of the 
emergence of Left-wing politics in South Asia and its rapid 

whither left Politics in South Asia? 
Past, Present and Future in the 21st Century
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propagation followed by a rapid decline in Pakistan. 
Mr Ibn Abdur Rehman said that there is a great divide on 

the existence of left politics in Pakistan. He believed that prog-
ress in Pakistan is the result of the glorious past of left politics. 
He also predicted the bright future of the left by reiterating the 
damages done by the Right-wing. 

Dr Nathalène Reynolds shared the findings of her re-
search paper, which described the role of the Communist Par-
ty of India in politics from colonization period to the present 
times. She made a comparison of the transplant of the com-
munist movements in India with the one in France. Her find-
ings suggest that the model followed in West Bengal was a 
successful model of Indianized communism, which lasted for 
34 years without a break. However, after the 2011election in 
India there was a great polarization seen in the Indian politics 
and the communist suffered a plight. She said that the Com-
munist Party of India is essential for the Indian democracy as 
it supports Nehru’s secularism. Further, she anticipated that 
the legal communist movement in Kerala would come back to 
power in the next elections. She also suggested that the Com-
munist Party of India and the Communist Party of India (Marx-
ist) should consider ramifications and collaborate to regain 
their place in parliament. 

Mr Raza Naeem gave a factional account of the rise and fall 
of the Left-wing politics in Pakistan. Discussing the role of pro-
gressive writers like Sibte Hassan and Ahmed Nadeem Qasmi, 
who popularized socialism among the masses, he said after the 
fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, the role of left in Pakistan be-
came weak. He said that the Progressive Writers Association, 
which was a powerful literary movement in the subcontinent, 
lost its appeal due to the literary engineering of the great per-
sonalities of that time. He also said that the change in the state 
narrative after the emergence of terrorism, which became the 
new agenda, restricted the space for progressive writers. 

Mr Gregor Enste provided an insight on the revival of the 
left politics by suggesting a few measures that are vital for its 
success. He broadly covered the legacy of Karl Marx in Europe, 
the decline of the leftist politics and the future prospects of Left 

politics in Europe. He said that 50 years ago, there were strong 
communist parties in Europe because they took a chance on 
socialism, but now there is a sharp contrast as they have ad-
opted capitalism. The change in dynamics has resulted in the 
highest rate of unemployment. He suggested that left-wing po-
litical parties should try to regain their place in politics by ad-
dressing the issues like unemployment, which are overlooked 
by other political parties. He stressed that the digitization of 
economy has created unregulated space for economic giants 
like Facebook and Google resulting in unequal distribution of 
wealth. The communist parties can look into these aspects to 
reclaim its lost power in politics.

Dr Humaira Ishfaq briefly discussed the role of progres-
sive literature ranging from books to magazines and journals 
in the development of the social and political thought. A few 
of these magazines that were representative of the progres-
sive movements include Adab-e-Lateef, Savera, Naya Adab, 
Sang-e-Meel, Naqoosh, Shara, Fankar and Mahaz. She said 
that, despite being enriched with progressive thoughts, these 
documents have not been thoroughly analyzed and their effect 
on the development of the social behaviours has been over-
looked. Furthermore, these literary magazines faced many re-
strictions and were banned many a times. She also proposed 
that these documents were important archives that need anal-
ysis in order to understand the dynamics of that time and how 
the progressive ideologies propagated.

Mr Bipul Chatterjee talked about the rise, decline and the 
revival of the left movement. He said that the left politics needs 
to be analyzed in this new age when the access to knowledge 
has changed and the social media plays an important role in 
shaping out common mindset. He stressed the fact that the 
dynamics of change needs to be understood in contemporary 
world which is globalized. Furthermore, he reinstated that 
the politics in India has failed to understand the minds and 
the economic orientation of its youths that has been chang-
ing with the fluctuations in the job market. He further identi-
fied the major reasons of failure of left politics in India, which 
starts from the decline of the Soviet Union, the introduction of 
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neo liberal policies, the fall of labour unions and the failure to 
reconcile between casts and classes in India. He said that the 
left politics relies on rent seeking and there is a need to depo-
liticize Indian politics from it. He also stressed the importance 
of strengthening the relationship between state and civil soci-
ety to resolve the emerging issues of politics. 

Mr Karamat Ali focused on the future of the left politics. 
He said that the stakeholders need to look into internal factors 
that resulted in the decline of left politics from the past. He 
added that the bright future of left politics depends on the rec-
ognition of mistakes made in the past. For that, he suggested 
that the party should introspect its ideology and practice. He 
said that that the real challenge to communism in South Asia 
was the caste system, which acted as a restraint in the devel-
opment of left politics. He said that the South Asian region in 
general and Pakistan in particular, needs to focus on its ground 
realities and identify the issues in the local context to achieve 
success in progressive movements. He quoted the example 
of Nepal which has successfully implemented the quota sys-

tem for women representation in parliament. He mentioned 
that the whole South Asian region needs to learn lessons from 
its democratic institutions. Furthermore, he emphasized the 
need for democratizing the society and creating a successful 
democratic state.

Question-Answer Session 
In reply to a question, how an ordinary man can make its 

place in an elitist society, Mr Karamat Ali replied it is only pos-
sible if the common men organize and form associations. He 
said constitution provides the right to form association but the 
trade unions and students have diminished over time, so poli-
tics has become an elitist practice and this practice needs to be 
continued by the common man to raise his voice in the society. 

In reply to a question about caste system Mr Karamat Ali 
replied that every individual in Pakistan identifies oneself 
with a particular sect, and the version of Islam practiced in 
this region of the world follows the caste system similar to the 
one in Hinduism. n

SDC Closing Plenary

H.U. Beg memorial lectures
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By nAGeen SOHAIl

Dr Abid Suleri welcomed the participants, delegates and 
dignitaries at the closing plenary of the conference and 
shared with them the abridged proceedings of the four-

day 21st Sustainable Development Conference (SDC) and 11th 
South Asian Economic Summit (SAES). 

He said that under the theme of the conference “Knowledge 
Corridors for Peace and Development”, bilateral and multilat-
eral exchange of ideas were carried out on Track 1 and Track 

1.5 diplomacy, energy security, state and role of non-state 
state actors in knowledge sharing for achieving peace and sus-
tainable development. He told the audience that a number of 
issues, including food and energy security, climate change and 
climate action, climate resilient economy, agricultural value 
chains, water governance, quality education across South Asia, 
gender, citizen centric health reforms, Whither Left Policies, 
role of women in achieving justice, voice of minorities, water 
governance, blue economy, hurdles in achieving quality of ed-
ucation, role of women journals, and gender by bridging gaps 
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within the countries were discussed during the conference 
proceedings. He concluded his remarks by saying “Journey to 
Sustainable Development is difficult to achieve but coopera-
tion can help us achieve it smoothly.”

Ms Sherry Rehman, delivering the annual H.U. Baig Me-
morial lecture, emphasized upon updating the manifestos of 
civilization to leverage the idea of change at transregional 
level for the development of society. About ultra-nationalism, 
coexistence of pluralistic community, policy exclusion and val-
orized exclusion of South Asia across the globe, Ms Rehman 
stressed upon sharing of knowledge and ideas about trade, 
fortunes and value chains to eliminate virtual barriers be-
tween South Asian countries by means of digital regime and 
artificial technology for the formulization and informalization 
of our shared future and society in this pre-industrial evo-
lution era. She advised all the stakeholders to take charge of 
the future to build institutional capacity to govern, transform, 
bring and heal people together. She emphasized upon embrac-
ing difference of identity to ensure peaceful cohabitation of 
diverse communities. 

Ms Rehman suggested harnessing knowledge and technol-
ogy to ensure regional connectivity by addressing common 
pressures, demography, climate change, economic destabili-
zation, natural disaster and creaky economy. About political 
will to discuss bilateral dialogues, Ms Rehman remarked that 
all the political parties carry political will to leverage bilateral 
confidence between India and Pakistan. 

Ms Rehman also highlighted the challenges posed by dig-
ital economy and artificial intelligence as neo-fascism, un-
employment, dark displacement of people and subversion of 
economy, which require surpassing opportunities like South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 

About bilateral relations between India and Pakistan, 
Ms Rehman said that climate change and food security pose 
threats which are agnostic to geographical boundaries and 
animosity, therefore both countries must use power of incre-

ment, democracy, humanitarian approach, pilgrimage and oth-
er corridors for alignment of standing committee to address 
shared challenges. South Asia, in the Real Emerging Asian 
Century, has definition of power of economic transformation 
attached to it, hence South Asian countries must build com-
mon narrative and consensus on these issues to fully harness 
the growth potential of South Asia, she added. Ms. Rehman ad-
vised the government to take ownership of regional growth 
and maintain joint ventures to attract Foreign Direct Invest-
ment in this region.  

Ms Rehman appreciated the role of SDPI as a torch bear-
er think tank for advocating regional peace and connectivity 
through knowledge sharing on events like SDC, which she said, 
will help formulate plan for building institutional capacity to 
invest, govern, transform, heal and bring people of diverse ide-
ologies together. 

Mr Ruwan Edirisinghe, evaluating the 25-year perfor-
mance of SAARC Chamber, said that SAARC countries consti-
tute 20% of the world population, offering 29% youth bulge, 
must devise ways to ensure maximum growth in South Asia. 
Currently, all the South Asian countries are facing financial in-
capability to channelize our untouched natural resources. He 
stressed the need to compare economy of South Asia and oth-
er Asian countries to find loopholes in trade agreements. 

Mr Edirisinghe said that the ailing bureaucratic and polit-
ical structures are responsible for devaluation of our market 
resources in the region and that are also hindering the foreign 
exchange. He cited the example of Sri Lanka which after de-
feating terrorism successfully, managed to attract FDI. He sug-
gested all the SAARC countries to include similar agendas in 
their development plans so that similar goals can he achieved 
while protecting national interests. This regional cooperation 
can help attract financial and technical assistance, which can 
help provide value addition to the benefactors in the form of 
cheaper labour and reduced cost of protection. 

Mr Ashan Iqbal highlighted the upshot of some prominent 
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steps taken for regional connectivity in South Asia. Referring to 
the new threats and challenges faced by the world, he said that 
shared platforms are required to cater for issues like climate 
change, cyber security and cyber crimes. Citing the Yellow West 
Movement in France, he also discussed the changing dynamics 
of traditional structures of governance, which are bringing new 
opportunities for equality and innovation due to digital regime, 
artificial intelligence, and emotional intelligence

About challenges face by Pakistan, Mr Iqbal said that we 
need to fix our internal disputes and domestic deficit to stand 
against external challenges. He highlighted some prominent 
steps taken by the government of Pakistan during the last de-
cade, which, he said, will act as engine of change in the 4th in-
dustrial revolution. He stressed the need to launch higher edu-
cation degree programmes that have high market demand. He 
also talked about the faculty and student exchange in twinning 
of 50-50 universities and consortium of six business schools 
between Pakistan and China to develop and promote corridors 
of regional connectivity in South Asia. Referring to the US-Pa-
kistan knowledge corridor, he said it is funding thousands of 
postgraduate students. He also shared the potential of Paki-
stan-Russia knowledge platform which can help Pakistan ac-
quire knowledge about state-of-the-art scientific knowledge.  

 Mr. Iqbal said China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
is the excellent example of regional connectivity. Projects of 
energy and infrastructure development under CPEC have re-
shaped the economic infrastructure of Pakistan. While refer-
ring to building new infrastructure in Balochistan, Mr Iqbal 
said that CPEC has provided opportunities of inclusive devel-
opment to Pakistan. Hundreds of Pakistani workers are work-
ing alongside Chinese workers on this intensive project. He 
cited the example of Thar where male and female workers are 
getting equal opportunity to excel. 

Dr Ishrat Hussain talked about integrated steps for inter-
regional and intraregional connectivity in South Asia. He said 
that the country has made great progress on poverty allevia-

tion however, human development index fails to progress un-
less social, interpersonal and gender inequalities are removed. 

He said that we need to invest in human development in-
crease productivity in agricultural and industrial sector to im-
prove Human Capital Index. He said that sharing of knowledge 
and education is required to create opportunities for sustainable 
livelihoods through employment and entrepreneurship. He said 
that the biggest challenge is to invest and enhance the productivi-
ty of labour force in agriculture and industrial sectors.

About bilateral relations between India and Pakistan, he 
suggested starting barter system to improve the status of pro-
ducers and consumers. He also suggested creating geograph-
ically and culturally integrated contiguous markets to create 
opportunities for the producers and consumers of commod-
ities. 

About the alarming situation of education in Pakistan, Dr 
Hussain stressed the need to minimize the drop-out rate by 
ensuring adequate services and quality education in the pri-
mary and secondary schools. He also emphasized on vocation-
al training of the children so that skilled based knowledge can 
be promoted in the country. He said that transfer of knowledge 
at the grass roots level of society is necessary to ensure eco-
nomic growth and stability in the country. 

Launch of Publications
At the end of the session, SDC Anthology titled: “Seventy 

Years of Development: The Way Forward”, SDPI’sJournal titled: 
Journal of Development Policy, Research & Practice (Volume 
2), SDPI’s Annual Report and a report titled: “Pakistan: Build-
ing the Economy of Tomorrow” were launched. 

Lifetime Achievement Awards
The SDPI’s lifetime achievement awards were presented 

to Mr Ali Amir, Associate Coordinator, Ahmed Salim Resource 
Centre, and Mr Shahid Rasool, Library Associate, Ahmed Salim 
Resource Centre. n
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By Dr mAhmooD A. khwAjA 

On the invitation of the Embassy of People’s Republic of 
China, Pakistani scientists, researchers & media (sci-
ence) visited China’s National Innovative, Indigenous 

Demonstration Zones (NIIDZs) and International Technolo-
gy Transfer Center, Beijing from November 26 - December 6, 
2018. The delegation left Islamabad for Beijing on November 
25 and returned on December 7. 

Members of the delegation were from universities, R&D 
institutions and media (science) from Federal Capital, Islam-
abad, and three provincial capitals (i.e. Peshawar, Lahore, and 
Karachi). Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI), Is-
lamabad, was represented by Dr Mahmood A. Khwaja.  

Through correspondence and also during the briefing 
meeting about the visit on November 22 at SDPI, Islamabad, it 
was shared that the purpose of the visit was towards strength-
ening China-Pakistan relations and promoting bilateral scien-
tific and technological cooperation. Owing to time constraints, 
the visit was organized in a bit of hurry at our end but with all 
appreciation to the support of the Chinese Embassy (especial-
ly Mr Jia Wee), most efficient initiative/follow-ups of the staff 
of Technology Times (local host) and the prompt responses 
of the nominated members of the delegation, the visit, finally 
got materialized. However, it would have been most helpful, if 

a brief about the technology areas of the visited NIIDZs was 
shared, prior to the visit. There was not much time and acces-
sibility to any such information on the internet which were 
mostly in Chinese.

The five visited NIIDZs were in Jinan, Nanjing, Jiangshu, 
Hangzhou, Ningbo, and Wuhan. The familiarization, informa-
tive, technology & technology transfer know-how, institution 
visits meetings/discussions, with members of Municipal S&T 
Commission/ Bureau of S&T Innovation, senior management 
& researchers/scientists were held at Qilusoft Park Develop-
ment Center, Biobase China, Inspur and Senfeng; Nanjing Insti-
tute of Advanced Laser Technology; H3C Technologies, HHTZ, 
Z-S-T-E-C; Ningbo Institute of Information Technology Appli-
cation (ITA); HBSTEC & HBITTC and Torch High-Tech Industry 
Development Center, M0/S&T, Beijing.

The information exchange & discussion with Chinese coun-
terparts at China’s NIIDZs/institutions was most informative, 
educative and a great learning opportunity, well availed.  Very 
beneficial personally and useful for introducing/promotion 
towards further & rapid S&T development in our country, 
among others were the concept, implementing & function-
ing  details of “Science Parks as Technology Business Centers,” 
S&T support through “Technology Transfer Model Agencies,” 
“Technology Business Incubators,” “Pilot Parks for Technolo-
gy’ (already 168 across China in central, coastal & traditional 

SDPI Joins Scientists, Researchers and media 
(Science) visiting China’s nIIDZs
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industrial cities & inland underdeveloped areas), “Innovative 
Fund,” “Industry Development for Local Development,” “Plat-
forms Building Up Entrepreneurships, “Industry Match-Mak-
ing,” ” “Industrialization Summit”, “Internet Township,” “Entre-
preneurships Salon,” “Strategic Entrepreneur Partners Clubs” 
and “University Science Programs (90% R&D achievements in 
S&T through Industry-Academia-Research-Cooperation).

During the visits/meetings & discussions at China’s NIIDZs 
and Torch-High-Tech ID Center, some of the comments/ques-
tions shared by the author on issues raised, are given below:

• Motivation for acceptance to break away from tradi-
tion

• Innovation leads from industry, R&D or universities
• submission/approval – internal/Chinese or external/

international
• Main features/methodology for organizing/holding an 

industry summit
• Pre-strategy for designing an “Entrepreneur Module”
• Implemented standards (including environmental) – 

local or international
• Functional/working differences   between Private & 

Governmental R&D institutions
• Motivational factor/s for highly reputed/established 

in service researchers at the Universities to join “Re-
search Parks/platforms.”

• Confirmation of businesses survival with experimen-
tation/forecasting parameters for the same. 

• Prioritizing Research Park in coastal/underdeveloped 
areas in China  

Earlier, I visited China in 2015 for a United Nations Envi-
ronment Program (UNEP) steering group meeting on Chemi-
cals in Products (CiP) and looking at the pace of development, 
tremendous progress and S&T achievements in China, is just 
amazing and enviable. Political environment seems to be kept 
separate from social environment.  It must be an awakening 
call for our country to realize and work towards most rapid 
progress through R&D/S&T. It was most impressive and again 
enviable, the way China seems to have made, talent hunting, 
R&D in S&T and all willing diversified government & private 
sector support for the same as “Central” towards fast grow-
ing economy, raising standard of people’s life quality and sus-
tained development in the country.

China seems all encouraging and open towards R&D/S&T, 
warmly welcomes & keenly looks forward to collaboration, 
within and outside China, both among individual researchers 
and between research institutions. Younger generation is ex-
pected to bring change, especially with modernization of/in 
manufacturing.

Based on the observations, information-exchange and meet-
ings/discussion during the visit, following are some suggestions/
recommendations towards further improvement/usefulness of 

the exchange visits, visit follow-ups and way forward:
• Pre-visit brief about the institutions to be visited
• Inclusion of representative/s from commerce & indus-

try
• Displays/introductory videos in Chinese, also with 

sub-titles in English and a researcher with the inter-
preter, for clarity of questions/answers, during visits 
at NIIDZs.

• Information directory with address/contacts of R&D/
S&T institutions/researchers/scientists of the two 
countries, in Chinese and English, for the counterparts 
in China and Pakistan, respectively.  

• A designated government S&T research department/
agency, for post visit follow ups.

• Contacts of respective focal persons for R&D/S&T col-
laboration in China/Embassy of P.R. China in Pakistan 
and at Ministry of S&T, Islamabad, Pakistan

• Inclusion of visit/s to Universities, alongside to Chi-
na NIIDZs, for clarity/better understanding of Indus-
try-Academia-Research collaboration in China.

• Pak.-China Ministry of Science & Technology & Minis-
try of Environment enhanced interactions for collabo-
ration in R&D/S&T

• Information/invitation/participation of researchers 
in workshops, conferences, industrial summit, held in 
China & Pakistan.

• of internships for Pakistan fresh graduates at Incuba-
tion Centers/China’s NIIDZs.

• project/industrial matching activities in the two coun-
tries

• of visit experience/observations/information by visit-
ing Pakistan scientists/researchers/media colleagues 
with fellow colleagues at their respective parent insti-
tutions, appropriate & relevant R&D/S&T/academic 
forums and also via articles in the institutional peri-
odicals, S&T magazines/Technology Times/national 
daily newspapers.

• Briefs on Pak. Delegation’s visits/discussions held on 
S&T/R&D at China’s NIIDZs, at the respective NIIDZs 
websites and other relevant S&T/R&D/academic Chi-
nese institutions websites (visited NIIDZs Municipali-
ties, S&T Commission, Bureau of S&T Innovation, Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences & others).

There is a long history of China-Pakistan friendship but the 
history of S&T/R&D cooperation between the two does not seem 
to be that long. Ways and means need to be further looked at to-
wards enhancing the same in the interest of people of both coun-
tries and sustainable development in China & Pakistan.- 

 The author is the Senior Adviser, Sustainable Industrial 
Development & Chemicals at Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI), Islamabad, Pakistan (khwaja@sdpi.org) n
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