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PREFACE

Many predict that the countdown has begun on human life on Earth coming to a slow,
agonising end due to the greenhouse effect, hunger, radiation and other acts of a nature
gone berserk. Those who advocate the new disciplines of environment and
sustainabilty, still see hope if it is realised that this planet is neither an inexhaustible
cornucopia of plenty nor having indestructible, self-healing processes which can
overcome human ravages. The earlier assumptions about the Earth that were taken for
granted ever since humans started benefiting from its abundant riches were found to be
flawed as the massive exploitation of the natural resources and its impact had not been
possible without debiting from man's own chances of survival.

The twentieth century, which witnessed spectacular industrial and scientific progress
of the world, is coming to an end amidst growing fears that the future generations will
have to pay the price of this progress. It is not the proverbial soothsayers who are
warning about the possible end of the world as it is known but the tribe of
environmentalists, whose calculus shows that time is running out on humanity unless
it follows a strict regimen to sustain itself. The message comes out clearly that not
only is it time to clean-up the Earth of the mess resulting from the mindless
exploitation of resources and its effects on the environment, but to also follow a
philosophy of sustainability to extend the life of whatever is left.

The consummate interest of the environmentalists lies in shaping a better world out of
the chaos that has been created by the orgy of development. This makes for a
wholesome idea, but it is not without its obstacles as, ironically, environment friendly
policies do not fit in well with instant industrialisation and the demands of an economy
that increasingly has to rely on rapacious methods to regenerate itself. There is a
perceptible clash between what the environmentalists preach and the needs of
developing countries to harness all available resources and apply every conceivable
method and input for overcoming the massive gap between them and the developed
world. This objective cannot be faulted at a time when the poor countries, which are
euphemistically called the developing states, are struggling to survive in an
international system that is tilted against them. The developed states have no qualms
of conscience in imposing those rigid do's and dont's on the poorer countries which
they themselves do not necessarily follow.

The environmentalists in the Third World are caught between the exigencies of a
country's need to urgently develop itself and their own concern to protect the
environment and prevent the rapid depletion of resources by following a prescription
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that is not wholly sympathetic with the compulsions of economic progress. This
contradiction has led some of the Third World countries to favour a development
friendly environmental policy that would soften the rigours of the conservation and
anti-pollution rules. The problem faced by the developing countries is that by treading
an environmentally correct route they have to handicap themselves in their march
towards progress, and thus lose out on competition. Environment may be a buzz word
in the industrialised states but they are not bound by the same urgency which the
poorer states face. Consequently the governments of the developing states while
subscribing to the environmental mantra are reluctant to take the kind of harsh
measures that are required to prevent pollution and conserve the resources as these
would directly run contrary to the interests of the industrialisation and development.
But they have, nevertheless, promulgated a sheaf of legal instruments to define the
nature of the environment and the steps that will be taken to protect it

The nearest the environmentalists come to resolving this dilemma is by suggesting
sustainability as a method of meeting the requirements of development without
harming the environment. Sustainability has a good wordbite and goes well with
development, economy or any other aspect of human effort. Tariq Banuri points out
that the basic premise of sustainable development "is that all plans and programmes
must take a suitably long run view of the situation, rather than being based on
expediency. In particular, if short run gains are likely to be overturned by longer term
countervailing tendencies, the gains are not sustainable, and may be harmful in the
balance." This rationale is specifically related to human industry which involves
exploiting the resources - organic, inorganic or natural -, so that their consumption is
tempered by a need to conserve them.

Sustainability might not be the Holy Grail sought by the environmentalists as the
ultimate nostrum for development without tears, but it provides the Third World
governments a means of evolving a workable compromise between their compulsion
to develop and the need to ensure a healthy atmosphere and a life of quality for the
people. Sustainability at best can be 'describ-ed as offering a rational approach to a wide
variety of activities and disciplines. It ranges from suggesting new means of exploiting
Earth's exhaustible resources so as to prolong their availability to managing renewable
resources like forests, farmland and water that are under threat.

The Conference on Green Economics which was held jointly by the Sustainable
Development Policy and the Heinrich-Boll Foundation in Islamabad from September
12 to 14, 1995 advocated sustainability as a concept for the development of the Third
World states without overly draining their resources. Appropriately titled as Green
Economics, the conference which was attended by economists, environmentalists and
specialists from several countries dealt with almost the entire spectrum of issues that
fall within the scope of economy and environment. Much of the thrust of the speakers
was on the perceptible environmental and economic decline in Third World countries,
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but there were also others who saw hope in the enduring ability of people to face up to
the challenges.

The three day meeting of experts also sought to send a message to the those who
govern in the Third World that the expediency of development need not be at the cost
of generating new problems in the process. There is no instant fix-it to overcome
poverty and under-development in countries except through the application of policies
that are aimed at working within the strict limitations imposed by the available
resources. This also implies good governance and reducing non-development
expenditure to make the developmental process meaningful.

D. Shah Khan
Editor
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The Sustainable Development Policy Institute is an independent.
non-profit, non-government research institute, established to provide
advice to public, private and voluntary organisations, and to
undertake policy-oriented research and advocacy on issues of public
intere ••t.

SIWI defines sustainable development as development that is
environmentally CiSwell CISsocially sustainable. Within this broad
definition, the specific focus of the Institute is the implementation of
Pakistan's National Conservation Strategy.

SI)IlI is registered under the Cooperative Societies Act, 1860. It
receives financial support from national and international sources,
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