
 

 

SDPI’s 22nd Sustainable Development Conference (3-5 December, 2019) 

SDPI’s Twenty-second SDC is inviting scholars, researchers, policy-makers, game changers, and 

members of the civil society to bring forth ideas how to cash in on the Fourth Industrial Revolution 

where artificial intelligence is playing a lead role in our lives. They will deliberate on the pros and 

cons of the fast-evolving scenario, which has brought about a massive change in social values; 

requires a different set of skills; and, new ways of understanding and operating on a day-to-day 

basis. This year’s theme is “Sustainable Development in Digital Society”.  

Our Articles: 

Short of breath 

While governments, at national and regional levels, will think of strategies to reduce air pollution, 

we the people of South Asia cannot absolve ourselves from the responsibility to leave clean air 

for our future generations. Media and advocacy groups need to run awareness campaigns to 

educate masses about the long-term impacts of air pollution. Each one of us would have to 

minimise our air pollution footprint through bringing a change in our daily lives. 

Economics and Hybrid warfare: economic sanctions as a tool to pressurize the State 

Defending against hybrid warfare requires certainty of financial resources. Unfortunately, 

Pakistan's weak economic position and lack of fiscal space to expand security-related budget has 

constrained the country's ability to give a more proactive response to hybrid warfare. Pakistan 

faces various forms of economic threats from its neighbors which need to be carefully studied. 

Donating death – an open letter to the Prime Minister of Pakistan 

This industry is capable of selling death, cancer and other Non-Communicable diseases by 

vending over 85 Billion sticks annually in Pakistan. If they were allowed to sell this number of 

cigarettes in the West or for example Australia (where the cost of one pack of cigarettes is likely 

to reach $ 45 by 2020), their profit would be much more – they don’t, my question is why not? 

Fortunately, those countries have better laws and better-informed policies to control the spread 

of this menace and foster its sales for ‘others’. 

 

https://www.sdpi.org/sdc/concept_note.php?event_id=867
http://tns.thenews.com.pk/short-breath/#.XMaAOcMzbIV
https://dailytimes.com.pk/opeds/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/390355/donating-death-an-open-letter-to-the-prime-minister-of-pakistan/


(Un)Monitoring the Unfathomable Insecurity in Afghanistan – The New Nadir of Stupidity 

It has been almost two decades since the Taliban government was toppled by the US invasion. 

Afghanistan has been anything but secure for a good part of the last four decades starting Saur 

Revolution back in 1978. The revolution gave birth to unfathomable turmoil not only inside 

Afghanistan, but effectively embroiling the entire region through refugees crises, Kalashnikov 

culture, terrorism, proliferation of age-old narcotics such as opium taken to the next level in 

shape of heroin, drugs’ smuggling, dysfunctional governance, not to mention the religious, 

sectarian and ethnic trajectories. The 21st Century Afghan War, led and lost by the USA, leaves 

many lessons for experts and students of the security operations. 

A Cautionary Tale 

Although PTI’s government has shown concerns over country’s reliance on foreign debt, it still 

seems to welcome CPEC with regards to its potential widespread benefits. The government needs 

to realize what is the cost of this development? Are we okay with a developed Pakistan, owned 

by foreigners? Let us hope that the decisions to continue and renegotiate further Chinese funded 

projects are based on rational evidence-backed decisions and not just political gains. 

The role of social media 

The government should also start awareness programmes at all levels, especially for children and 

students in schools, colleges and universities about the responsible use of social media. 

Awareness raising activities should also be taken up on print, electronic and social media. 

Pakistan’s tobacco control regime 

There is a plethora of laws in Pakistan targeting various aspects of tobacco control. These include 

taxation, graphic health warnings, restriction of smoking spaces and advertisement bans. Still, 

there is a broad agreement that the tobacco industry, with support from its international 

partners, has outflanked the legislative process. 

The disillusionment driving the yellow vests 

There can be no doubt that the tenacity of the protesters, who started the yellow vest movement 

in November 2018, and who have so far achieved only meagre success in terms of direct 

outcomes, has astonished the French politicians. 

Beyond good intentions: Making 'Ehsaas' deliver 

Programs like ‘Ehsaas’ require transparency to avoid the risk of corruption by public officials. 

State led accountability mechanisms can be supported by social accountability efforts at the grass 

roots level. In this regard, transparent and economical models to address people’s day-to-day 

grievances with regards to their eligibility and receipt of stipends and other entitlements must 

be put in place. 

https://strafasia.com/unmonitoring-the-unfathomable-insecurity-in-afghanistan-the-new-nadir-of-stupidity/
http://www.pakistaneconomist.com/2019/05/06/a-cautionary-tale/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/387190/the-role-of-social-media/?fbclid=IwAR1VX6FjAjDd1ZsEEVb_XzBl8sn2G409lXExpU9_rAzTCSsYQZcGc5BguBY
https://dailytimes.com.pk/389065/pakistans-tobacco-control-regime/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/387225/the-disillusionment-driving-the-yellow-vests/
http://www.arabnews.pk/node/1487541


Monetary policy in fiscal stress 

Monetary policy decisions of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) in the recent past seem exclusively 

guided by traditional “separation principle” wherein monetary policy is limited to price stability, 

inflation control exclusively. Limited financial space, lower stability of finances and other related 

issues are left for treasury. Countries facing higher financial stress with future stream of limited 

fiscal space, as is the case for Pakistan now, demand a different conduct of monetary policy. 

 

Plastic Is Eating Up Our Ecosystem, Our Environment, Even Our Children 

There is need on the awareness raising against the damage plastic is causing to the environment, 

human life and marine species. Pricing mechanism should be introduced to discourage its use. 

We need to move towards alternates such as biodegradable plastic. Private sector should come 

forward for its recycling as it is a huge business. Many other countries are generating a lot of 

revenue from recycling of all kind of wastes including plastic waste. Academia, media, civil society 

and government should make collective efforts to tackle with this menace. 

 

SDPI in mainstream media: 

 شبر زیدی اکانومی کو ڈاکیومنٹ کرنے اور نان فائلر کی زندگی مزید تنگ کرنے کے حامی ہیں

 

 اسٹیٹ بینک کے گورنر اور ایف بی آر چیئرمین کی چھٹی وجہ کیا ، سنئے ڈاکٹر عابد سلہری

 

 طارق باجوہ اسحاق ڈار پر تنقید نہیں کرتے تھے,ڈاکٹر عابد سلہری

 

 کیا اسد عمر کی تبدیلی سے آئی ایم ایف کی ڈیل پر فرق پڑے گا؟

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://tns.thenews.com.pk/monetary-policy-fiscal-stress/#.XNqPxo4zbIW
https://nayadaur.tv/2019/04/plastic-is-eating-up-our-ecosystem-our-environment-even-our-children/
https://nayadaur.tv/2019/04/plastic-is-eating-up-our-ecosystem-our-environment-even-our-children/
https://twitter.com/barribaat/status/1125503258955538437
https://twitter.com/NasimZehra_at_8/status/1124752224058511361
https://twitter.com/NasimZehra_at_8/status/1124752224058511361
https://twitter.com/NasimZehra_at_8/status/1124751169262370816
https://twitter.com/SDPIPakistan/status/1120215305433821184


Our research field work:  

 

User Beneficiary Survey of PPAF Programs in Selected Districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 

Balochistan 

 

 
Dr. Nathalene Reynolds and Hassan Murtaza Research Coordinator visited some hidden and unexplored 

historical sites of District Chakwal. The purpose of this visit was to conduct research and check the 

feasibility of these historical places for RELIGIOUS TOURISM 

 

 



Watch our shows: 

Will there be anything new in the budget 2019? 

 

 

 

Growth and Inequality in Pakistan 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OysScWYx38&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbyGmc_rfIY&t=217s


Our External Engagements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Mehmood A. Khwaja from SDPI had meeting with SH&ME Health Department, Punjab 

 

 

Engr. Ahad Nazir presented on Knowledge Economy: A way to Entrepreneurial, Inclusive and Sustained 

Growth” at SZABIST Islamabad Campus 

 

 



 

Engr. Ahad Nazir presented on Regional Connectivity at a conference organized by NUST, Islamabad 

 

 

Engr. Ahad Nazir presented on Social Entrepreneurship and Women Empowerment at the Centre for 

Research & Security Studies (CRSS). 

 

 



 

Dr. Abid Qaiyum Suleri presented on Evolving Regional Dynamics and Future of Pakistan-Russia Relations 

 

Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri presented on Lessons from CPEC for Belt and Road partner Countries in 

China  



 

SDPI conducted competition between Rawalpindi and Islamabad based universities for our forthcoming 

conference poster. Director SDC Ms Uzma Haroon & Director Campaigns Dr Shafqat Munir among 

participants and jury are posing in this picture.  

 

SDPI in Print Media 

Business Recorder Islamabad, May 3, 2019 

‘Food inflation may prove to make or break for incumbents’ 

 

Daily News 10, Hyderabad, May 7, 2019 

Pakistan needs rapid pro-poor growth 

 

Dawn Islamabad, May 7, 2019 

Govt. asked to address energy, water crises 

The Express Tribune, Islamabad, May 7, 2019 

Pakistan needs rapid pro-poor growth 

 

Daily Times Islamabad, May 7, 2019 

Pakistan needs rapid pro-poor growth for economic uplift: analyst 

 

Urdu Point Lahore, May 7, 2019 

Expert Links Socio-economic Development with Energy, Water Sufficiency 

 

Daily Lead Pakistan Islamabad, May 7, 2019 

Pakistan needs rapid pro-poor growth says Dr. Sohail 

 

The Express Tribune, April 26, 2019 

US strategic coercion has no basis in international laws 

https://www.brecorder.com/2019/05/03/494372/food-inflation-may-prove-to-make-or-break-for-incumbents/
http://www.news10.pk/2019/05/07/news-2553/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1480665/govt-asked-to-address-energy-water-crises
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1967327/1-pakistan-needs-rapid-pro-poor-growth/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/389395/pakistan-needs-rapid-pro-poor-growth-for-economic-uplift-analyst/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/expert-links-socio-economic-development-with-614954.html
http://leadpakistan.com.pk/news/pakistan-needs-rapid-pro-poor-growth-says-dr-sohail/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1959641/1-us-strategic-coercion-no-basis-international-laws/


 

Pakistan Today Islamabad, April 26, 2019 

Govt. urged to use new tools to counter hybrid war 

 

Urdu Point Lahore, April 25, 2019 

Government Departments Need To Upgrade Their Websites To Catch Up With The Society, 

Dr: Mazari 

 

Urdu Point Lahore, April 25, 2019 

Strategic Coercion Imposed By US Has No Bases In International Laws: Mazari 

 

Dispatch News Desk, Rawalpindi, April 25, 2019 

Strategic coercion imposed by US has no bases in international laws: Shireen Mazari 

 

Associate Press of Pakistan APP, Islamabad, April 25, 2019 

Government departments need to upgrade their websites to catch up with the society: Dr: 

Mazari 

 

The Nation Islamabad, April 26, 2019 

 

The News Islamabad/Rawalpindi, April 29, 2019 

Attitude towards use of plastic needs to be changed 

 

Gulf News Asia,  Dubai, April 27, 2019 

Pakistan uses 55b plastic bags each year, Indus second most polluted river of the world 

 

The Express Tribune Islamabad, April 21, 2019 

Paraplegic women display up cycled plastic products 

 

Urdu Point Lahore, April 20, 2019 

Earthquake 2005 Paraplegic Women Survivors Unveiled Upcycled Plastic Products For Plastic Free 

Solutions 

 

Daily Nawa-i-Waqt Rawalpindi Islamabad, April 26, 2019 

https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2019/04/25/govt-urged-to-use-new-tools-to-counter-hybrid-war/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/government-departments-need-to-upgrade-their-605812.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/government-departments-need-to-upgrade-their-605812.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/strategic-coercion-imposed-by-us-has-no-bases-605954.html
https://dnd.com.pk/strategic-coercion-imposed-by-us-has-no-bases-in-international-laws-shireen-mazari/165007
http://vid.app.com.pk/vid/2019/04/minister-for-human-rights-chief-guest-at-public-seminar/
http://vid.app.com.pk/vid/2019/04/minister-for-human-rights-chief-guest-at-public-seminar/
https://nation.com.pk/E-Paper/islamabad/2019-04-26/page-15
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/464449-attitude-towards-use-of-plastic-needs-to-be-changed
https://gulfnews.com/world/asia/pakistan/pakistan-uses-55b-plastic-bags-each-year-indus-second-most-polluted-river-of-the-world-1.63591505
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1955521/1-paraplegic-women-display-upcycled-plastic-products/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/earthquake-2005-paraplegic-women-survivors-un-600922.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/earthquake-2005-paraplegic-women-survivors-un-600922.html


 

Pakistan in the World, April 20, 2019 

Affectee Women of Earthquake Recycle Plastic Products to Raise Awareness about Pollution 

 

 

The News Lahore Edition, April 24, 2019 

Social security scheme for senior citizens soon: minister 

 

 

The Express Tribune Islamabad, April 24, 2019 

'IMF programme will kill Pakistan's economy' 

 

The Nation Lahore Edition, April 24, 2019 

Govt. preparing ‘Bahimmat Social Protection’ scheme for senior citizens 

 

Business Recorder Islamabad, April 24, 2019 

Relief for elderly people: ‘Bahimmat Social Protection’ scheme on the cards in Punjab 

 

Urdu Point Lahore, April 23, 2019 

Hashim Jawan Bakht Hints At Bahimmat Social Protection Scheme For Senior Citizens 

 

 

 

The Express Tribune Islamabad, April 23, 2019 

Govt. must present clear vision, evolve economic consensus 

 

Daily Times Islamabad, April 23, 2019 

PTI urged to evolve political ‘consensus’ on economic narrative 

https://pakistanintheworld.pk/affectee-women-of-earthquake-recycle-plastic-products-to-raise-awareness-about-pollusion/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/462147-social-security-scheme-for-senior-citizens-soon-minister
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1957724/2-imf-programme-will-kill-pakistans-economy/
https://nation.com.pk/24-Apr-2019/govt-preparing-bahimmat-social-protection-scheme-for-senior-citizens
https://fp.brecorder.com/2019/04/20190424466832/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/hashim-jawan-bakht-hints-at-bahimmat-social-p-603668.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/hashim-jawan-bakht-hints-at-bahimmat-social-p-603668.html
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1956869/1-govt-must-present-clear-vision-evolve-economic-consensus/
https://dailytimes.com.pk/380586/pti-urged-to-evolve-political-consensus-on-economic-narrative/


 

Islamabad, April 22, 2019 

PTI urged to evolve consensus on economic narrative 

 

Urdu Point Lahore, April 23, 2019 

Speakers Asks Government To Take Measures For Rivival Of Economy 

 

 

 

 
PLEASE LET US KNOW IF YOU WISH TO BE TAKEN OFF THIS DISTRIBUTION LIST 

 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/speakers-asks-government-to-take-measures-for-602717.html

